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This book is dedicated to Steve Wieting, Chuck
Clemence, Ruth Ratliff, and Sue Schmidt, with-
out whose help I could never have accomplished
this task. This book is also dedicated, of course,
to God, without whose existence there would be
no book to be written.
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PREFACE

In the Fall of 1974 I set out on a quest to discover a
picture of GOD. However, I did not approach rabbis, gurus,
priests, bishops, philosophers, ministers, or theologians. If I
had, it is certain I would have received a lot of words, but no
pictures. Adults, I have found, are most unimaginative in
depicting GOD. Instead, I went to the true experts—children—
and I began my quest.

With their great imagination and clarity of vision, children
can say more to us about GOD in one picture than adults
can say in volumes of words. Having collected over six hun-
dred pictures of GOD from children six-to-nine years old,
I can make one main generalization: children are both ex-
tremely impressionable and perceptive. Very little that is
taught them in Sunday School escapes their notice. Each
picture of GOD is unique. Yet, in some way, each also re-
flects the formal theology of the church or synagogue from
which it came. The children have proven to me that the old
adage, “We all believe in the same GOD anyway!” is shallow
and misleading.

As 1 put together the pictures for this book, I thought
of all the weekends my wife and friends and I spent sitting
on kindergarten-size chairs, with our knees to our chins,
watching the children draw their pictures of God. Some
looked puzzled. Some cried when they couldn’t think of
what to draw, or how to draw it. Eyes darted from side
to side or scanned the walls. Lips pursed, feet fidgeted and,
in the midst of the scratching sounds of Number Two lead
pencils, came the unmistakable sound of Number Two lead
pencil erasers rubbing away stray lines. Some students hes-
itated. Others rushed into their task with incredible enthu-
siasm.



When we requested the children to draw pictures of God,
we were met by a variety of sounds, ranging from total si-
lence to expressions such as, “Oh, no!” or “I can’t do that!”
or “Oh, boy!” or “I don’t know what to draw!” or “I'm
done! (handing me a blank sheet of paper)” or other mis-
cellancous grunts, groans, and expressions of delight. As you
will see in the pictures, some students enjoyed drawing the
pictures. We were, in fact, met by few protests.

I wish I could have sat in on some of the class discussions
which followed our visits. The Sunday School teachers and
the clergy were very helpful both in setting up the picture
drawing sessions and in evaluating and interpreting the re-
sults of the study. Some Sunday School teachers remarked
that they were going to make picture drawing 2 permanent
part of their curricula.

We visited a total of twenty-one churches and synagogues
throughout a four-state area in the Midwest. The pictures
in this book were drawn by children in Mormon, Mennonite,
Methodist, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Jewish, and Unitarian-
Universalist congregations. The parents of the children signed
permissions slips allowing me to conduct my research. A
number of publications have ensued, including my Master’s
Thesis, which has a title long enough to confuse anyone.
This book (thank goodness!) is not intended either to analyze
or to confuse. It is intended to delight, amuse, and stimulate
one’s natural curiosity about the form and nature of GOD.

The pictures in this book are all actual pictures of GOD
drawn by children in Sunday School situations. Because
some pictures were drawn too lightly or too small to repro-
duce effectively, I have taken the freedom to darken lines,
to center or enlarge pictures, and to delete obvious erasures
or attempted erasures. However, 1 have made every effort
to preserve the original form and content of each of the
pictures.

The actual text of this book was not written by the
children who drew the pictures. Instead, it is my attempt
to make the pictures flow together as smoothly as possible.
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My apologies to those children who, in looking through this
book, may say: “I didn’t mean that GOD looked like :
or was doing " We interviewed some of the children
but, for the most part, I have inferred meanings from the
pictures themselves.

Since my quest began, I have developed a great respect
for and awe of children’s theological abilities. Adults can
learn much from the simplicity and spontaneity of children,
But, even more than that, I have developed an appreciation
for the religious denominations within which the children
I have studied are growing up. Each of us has our own idea
of whom GOD is. Any piece of paper is both too small and
too large to capture GOD with a Number Two lead pencil.
It appears my quest will never end . . . thank GOD!

V. Peter Pitts (Editor)
Wartburg College
Waverly, Iowa
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lN THE BEGINNING

GOD CRERTED THE
HEAVENS
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THE EAKRTH.
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GOD SAID LET THERE
BE LIGHT, AND

THERE WAS
LIGHT.

) 14 e Genance (#3



GOD SAID LET THE EARTH
PRODUCE  VEGETATION : SEED-
BEARING PLANTS..."

- Gemmas | . (-2

s



GOD SAID LET THE
WATERS TEEM WITH

CREATURES, AND... LET
EARTH PRODUCE

EVERY KIND OF
LIVING CREATUKRE..
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GOD SAW ALL HE HAD
MADE AND INDEED LT
WAS VERY GOOD.
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THE ANGEL OF YARWEH
APPEARED TO MOSES TN
THE SHAPE OF A FLAME
DE FIRE COMING FRoM
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YAHWEH CAME DOWAN ON

THE MOUNTAIN
OF SINAL, ON THE

MOUNTAIN  TOP, AND
YAHWEH CALLED MOSES
TO THE TOP oOF

THE MOUNTAIN. ..




L o
KE ,N./
a =20 3
A(DDNMM
L4y ]
~
20k ;3
TW
S 4oy
Z
T
DTRE
L
- >z 5
D 9
m a3
o T |
QO w v o
o
F DOy



THIS IS THE
FINGER OF GOD...
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Gods To Ponder
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WHAT DOES GOD LOOK LIKE?
WHERE DOES GOD LIVE?
WHAT DOES GOD DO ALL DAY LONG?
WHAT DOES GOD WEAR?
FAMOUS PEOPLE GOD LOOKS LIKE
THE BIBLICAL GOD

GODs TO PONDER

Responses to
“Children’s Pictures of God.”

“A very interesting theme—to far more than active
church or synagogue people.”

“You have a truly important, provocative and original
book. It has the possibility of great and extensive
appeal.”
.
“I found it delightful.”
“I certainly enjoyed the pictures!”

“I caught my husband looking through the book and he
never reads anything but the sports page.”

“Really makes you think!”
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