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INTRODUCTION

The Internet. the World Wide
Web-. the Information
Superhighway. The
possibilities are endless-
the uses are unlimited.

Well ...maybe for some
pathetic newbie. But not for
you. You've seen every leb
site- you've chatted 1n
every chat room. you've
B.S.'d on every BBS.

You were surfing the Net
when the superhighway was
just an unpaved. one-lane
country road. You're the



original netizen. honorary
mayor of Webvilles the stuff
that Net surfing legends are
made of. Generations from
now- kids will gather around
at www.campfire.com and tell
stories of how you first
blazed the trails so people
everywhere could enjoy the
benefits of being connected.

But surfing the Net day
and night. through all kinds
of weather. has its
downfalls. You forgot how to
walk. Your hand is frozen in
the shape of a claw. The

................



lining of your throat has
turned to sandpaper.

Your doctor. your lawyera
your neighbors. even the
phone company told you to cut
back on your online time. But
it wasn't until you posted
the question to your friends
on your favorite newsgroup-
and all one hundred thousand
of them said the same thing-
did the message finally hit
home. You need to unplug.

This book 1s the perfect
tool to help you access your
normal life again. By picking
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up this book and not waiting
for the online versions
you've shown that there 1s a
light at the end of the
tunnel. and it is not coming
from the glow of your
computer screen.

Now comes the hardest
part. flipping the pages
without a mouse. going
through life without a Net.
Because 1n the real worlds

the offline worlds there 1is
no back button. .
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You carry JPEGS ;

- of your loved ones
0
1n your wallet.
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leave the house 1s to
buy a new keyboard. .
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Youve worn out yet

another one of those

rubber balls 1nside
your mouse. .
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You think of
having sex as

plug and play."
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- The sweetest words
~youve ever heard are
- "you've got mail."



You have more names
1n your online

- address book than the
 Montana White Pages.
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Spouse good night.
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When you're coming
down with a colds
you eat the
Norton antivirus
installation disk.
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During a blackout-
you unplugged the
generator from
your grandfather's
life-support systenm
to stay connected. .

2 3 ]
b
=
o
o



................

You spend half your
day reading e-mail
and the other half
responding to 1t..
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You think AOQOL's
new pricing plan 1s
like a gift sent
from the heavens.
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You have a wall
hanging that readss
‘Homepage Sweet
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into two types
of people...clients
and servers..
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You bump 1into an
old friend on the
street and run home
SO you both can
live chat.i
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to leave you.: so you
agree to joln g
marriage counseling
Usenet group. .



Your wife
complains she feels
disconnected. so you

surprise her with
her own account. .
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