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Introduction

The king of the Universe is imprisoned  in a dark abode, but there he  
maintains  a striking image of his primal grandeur.

(Instruction secrète aux Grands Profès)

Perhaps more than any other, Jean-Baptiste Willermoz (1730-1824) helped ensure the survival of 
Martinès de Pasqually’s doctrine by his weaving of it into the secret grades of the Régime Ecossais 
Rectifié. Consisting of little more than long instructional discourses, entitled the Instruction secrète au 
Profès (Secret instruction to the Profès) and the Instruction secrète aux Grands Profès (Secret instruc-
tion to the Grands Profès), both written before 1778, the Profès and the Grands Profès served as a 
repository of sorts for Pasqually’s complex theosophical doctrine, if not its actual practices. Detailing 
a secretive shadowy history transmitted down through the ages, these secret degrees of Willermoz’s 
Régime Ecossais Rectifié recalled the existence of a ‘primitive, essential and fundamental Order’ to 
which masonry would be the final inheritor. For Pasqually however, this hidden primitive Order, or 
rather, primitive cult was a form of theurgy involving elaborate magical operations, something Will-
ermoz did not see to preserving. The cult practised by the Élus Coëns is the primitive cult entrusted 
by God to Adam secretly transmitted through the generations. The Élus Coëns’ raison d’être then, is 
to perform this cult in its fullest sense as a form of gnosis for the betterment of all. As was stated in 
the ‘99th Leçon de Lyon’ taught during the years 1774 to 1776: ‘The true ceremonial cult was taught 
to Adam after his fall by the reconciling Angel; it was piously performed by his son Abel in his presence, 
re-established by Enoch who taught new disciples, then forgotten by the whole earth and restored by Noah 
and his children; again renovated by Moses, David, Solomon, and Zorobabel, and brought to final per-
fection by Christ in the midst of his twelve Apostles at the Last Supper’. 

Adopting the title that the angel Gabriel gave to Daniel (Dan. 9:23), Pasqually instructed his hommes 
de désir in a practice of personal ‘reintegration’ that acted as a prelude to a desired End Time when the 
whole universe might be ‘reintegrated’ in divine Oneness. Pasqually’s ‘reintegration’, the major theme 
of his 1773 book Traité de la Réintégration, is by definition eschatological, millenarian and apocalyp-
tic in nature. The cult instructed its initiates in the drawing of a hieroglyph on the floor of magical op-
erations. The hieroglyph, found from among a list of 2,400 hieroglyphs provided by Martinès himself, 
corresponded to a particular angel, and if the operation was successful, a further hieroglyph would 
appear in ‘luminous form’. These luminous glyphs act as a signature of the spirits who have chosen to 
cooperate with the theurgist on his path to reconciliation with the Divine. 

A copy of the list is reproduced here in its entirety and in facsimile, found within Bibliothèque Mu-
nicipale de Grenoble.
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The ‘Fonds Prunelle de Lière’, dossier T.4188 (Alphabet hébreu, noms, nombres numériques et kabbal-
istiques [under this title in another hand reads; Notes, documents, dessins relatifs à l’étude de l’hébreu et 
de la cabale]) was written by Léonard-Joseph Prunelle de Lière (1741- 1824), a close friend of Louis 
Claude de St Martin (1743-1803), and includes a copy of Pasqually’s list entitled ‘Alphabetical Table 
of 2,400 Names’, or, as it is more commonly known, ‘The Registry of  2,400 Names’. Understood as a 
kind of directory of the celestial world, angels and spirits are alphabetically classified and each associ-
ated with two numbers. It is followed by a document of eighty-seven pages covered with hieroglyphic 
symbols from a variety of sources; Hebrew, Arabic, Egyptian and Phoenician. It is important to note 
that these luminous glyphs were not the actual goal of the operations. Pasqually saw in these glyphs 
signs that indicated to the theurgist that his reconciliation was in progress; the luminous glyphs are 
believed to be the marks of divine favour on the road to ‘reintegration’.

Also included from the ‘Fonds Prunelle de Lières’ is the strange ‘Book of Initaties’. A collection of 117 
pages containing the messages delivered by an ‘Unknown Agent’ between 1785 and 1787 and ex-
cerpts from the magnetism sessions held in Lyon by Jean-Baptiste Willermoz. Additionally, and also 
a better known element of this collection is the included manuscript of Les Nombres, a posthumous 
work by Louis-Claude de Saint-Martin. The copy included here is believed to have been copied di-
rectly from an original manuscript of the Unknown Philosopher.
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T.4188.1  
Fonds Prunelle de Lière  

‘The Registry of 2,400 Names’ 



‘The Registry of 2,400 Names’ 

The registry is a collection of more than 2400 diagrams and Hebrew names provided by Pasqually 
for use in the ritualistic communication with angels. Drawn by the celebrant on the floor of his cham-
ber of operation, particular hieroglyphs were selected from among those listed. The different hiero-
glyphs were understood as hermeneutic manifestations of particular angels, and when properly acti-
vated, through the successful completion of a prolonged ceremonial act, the hieroglyph (or possibly 
another) would appear within the chamber in a glowing, luminous form. These ‘luminous glyphs’ or 
‘passes’ said to appear during the ritual, were then drawn and used by the celebrant during and after 
the ritual. It should be noted that the glyphs were used by both theurgist and the angels as a form of 
metaphysical cryptography. Pasqually instructed that if a different hieroglyph should appear, this was 
to be drawn and the list consulted once more. Suitably informed, the celebrant would then use this 
second hieroglyph in the process of future rituals in order to successfully communicate with the now 
correctly identified angelic manifestations.

The origins of these glyphs are diverse, found in many of the world’s ancient and magical alphabets. It 
is said that Pasqually had access to a trove of seized heretical documents through a family connection 
involved in the Inquisition. Whatever the case, it is evident that Pasqually’s system was neither unique 
nor personal to him, but rather a drawing together of a great many earlier traditions. 
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The de Lière Serpent Drawings 

In tone, the drawings that follow range from naïve and child-like, to geometric and symbolic. 
Strange and visionary, the drawings have no clear attribution. They may be from the imagination of 
Pasqually himself as they embody his method and theories. However, they likely belong to Léonard 
Joseph Prunelle de Lière (1740-1828), author of the manuscript from which they are derived. Drafted 
in red and black ink, covered in triangles, circles, stars, dots, numbers, letters and glyphs, one can only 
assume they were obtained during some theurgical fever or reflection. Each one appears as a portal 
between the earthly and the transcendent, with depictions of fantastical creatures, winged seraphim 
and the ever-present Infernal Serpent. A closer inspection suggests the drawings are based on the ritu-
alistic circles emblematic of the Coën system as a whole, yet they seem to suggest a somewhat broader 
cosmic background. Spread over scribbled backdrops, which hint at elemental powers, the images 
imply a more primordial context than that of diagrams for the floor of the celebrant’s chamber. In 
any case, these strange, enigmatic images are a treasure of eighteen-century occultism and offer a truly 
unique insight into the Coën worldview.
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Les Nombres 
Louis-Claude de Saint-Martin

Arithmology or number symbolism was of great interest to Louis-Claude de Saint-Martin (1743-
1803) from his time as an Élus Coën. Les Nombres begins with an announcement: ‘Numbers are only 
the abridged translation, or the concise language of the truths and laws of which the text and ideas are in 
God, in man, and in nature’. Written around 1787, Les Nombres is an unfinished treatise on the meta-
physical science of numbers. The copy here was written by Léonard Joseph Prunelle de Lière probably 
from an original in the hand of Saint-Martin. Prunelle de Lière was an early disciple of Saint-Martin’s 
and was one of the small but dedicated group to help save Saint-Martin’s unpublished literary output 
after his death.
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Livre des Initiés

During the 1780s, a group of aristocratic gentlemen led by Jean-Baptiste Willermoz and Lou-
is-Claude de Saint-Martin attempted to synthesis Freemasonry, Mesmerism and ceremonial magic. 
Intrigued by the spiritual aspects of magnetism, Louis Claude de Saint-Martin became involved in 
Mesmerism by joining a Parisian society in 1784. A Lyon group, La Concorde, led by Chevalier de 
Barberin, recruited numerous masonic occultists from within the ranks of Willermoz’s Masonic Che-
valiers Bienfaisants de la Cité Sainte. It was believed that magnetisation and somnambulism might 
open a pathway through which the central truth of Pasqually’s teachings might be validated. Inspired 
by both Pasqually and Mesmer, Willermoz and Saint-Martin experimented with spiritualist Mes-
merism detailing the visions, clairvoyance, and automatic writing from their sessions held in Lyon. 
Believed testimony to the Coën truth, Saint-Martin transcribed all these automatic writings. The 
following pages contain what is likely Léonard Joseph Prunelle de Lière copy of these notes, collect-
ed together under the title ‘Livre des Initiés ‘ or Book of Initiates. They contain messages delivered 
between 1785 and 1787. Willermoz, who practised Mesmerism and magnetism was helped to deci-
pher an allegedly ‘primitive language’ received from God during these magnetism sessions in Lyon by 
Saint-Martin, excerpts of which are included here at the start of the document. 
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