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1. GENERAL STATEMENTS.

The Order of the Holy Grall is a revival of an anclent mystery cult
vhich originated in Atlantls and was further developed in Britain by descen-
dents of Atlantean sun-priests. It was & cult of Life upon all levels of
Lalng, leading to a supreme "vision" in uhich the initiate experienced an
Inexpressible unity with the Solar Logos (Who is, put simply, the God of our
rlanetary system). Throughout the Middle Ages the cult was suppressed and
forced to celebrate the Mysteries in secret. This development, fortunately,
had mininal effects, for the traditional temples and initiation chambers of
the cult were located in hidden subterranean caverns, close to the currents of
life-force which permeate the earth.

The OH.G. 1s a Twentieth Century expression of this anclent cult,
adapted to £111 the needs of humanity in the coming Aquarian Age. In spirit
e are a combination of the solar Celtic Tradition and the earthy British
Folk Tradition. Our rites and ceremonies center on a mystical understandingof the sun and the earth, and man's relationship with the forces of Nature.
We seek to reunite the human goul with the whole realm of Nature, for only
thus do ve find our complete fulfiliment es individuals. Thus also do we
bring into manifestation on earth the perfect pattern of the Solar Logos,
vhich 1is expressed by the Order as the "descent of the New Clty". We are mot,
however, a strictly Nature-oriented group, True advancement is attained only
through achieving a balance between mind, soul and heart; our work therefore
includes strong elements of the Hermetic Path and devotional mysticism. Our
attempt, however, is to maintain the elements of the three Paths in a relativelypure form; a syncretistic union of the various Traditions would lead only towatered doun ceremonies and meditational techniques. There is, nevertheless,
a basic unity of purpose behind all our work.

An essential requirement of membership is the completion of the Crderfs
correspondance course, which contalns the basic information necessary for an
understanding of the Holy Grall Tradition. The concepts thus revealed will
zrovide a focus for the student who desires to enter Into the spirit of the
Order’s work. The actual contents include. the Order's basic philosophysCeitls religion, mythology and magics British folklore; talismanic maglesherballsm; and teachings on elementals end nature spirits. The lessons will,£rom tine to tine, be expanded to include other aspects of our work. In addition,the Order possesses an inner level of activity and research which centers onthe elements of stellar magic.

The initlations of the Order are four in number, corresponding to thefour-fold manifestation of the Cosmlc Grail. Each initiation cond sts of oritual drama, a purification, en invocation and a revelation. The last men-tioned consists of a secret glyph, peculiar to the O,H.G., which is capable ofgoeaking to an Intultive level of the soul, imparting knowledge of the Order'sinner teachings.

2. STATEMENT GF PRINCIPLES.

1. The O.H.G. recognizes the Solar Logos as the Creator and Sustatnerof this planetary systen; as the Source of all consclousnesss as the supreueLord of Life. Although the sun is the physical focus of His power and activity,He 13 contlnually manifest on all planes of existense throughout the systom.



2. The pover and grandeur of the Solar Logos 1s beyond normal hunan
pororenension, end though ile 1s an objective, evoiving being, to our minds
He manifests, in nornal states of conseiousmess. se Inpersonal, abstractforce. Nevertheless, the human Spirit is in reality a "spark! of the essenceof she Solar Logos, and it 15 thus possinle, by a Pprocess of initiation andpurification, to unlte our Spirit with its Sousce.’ Lo i also possible tog3l intuitive insights into the nature of the Gojan Logos by meditating uponsultable symbolic representations,

3. lie deplct the earthly aspect of the Solar Logos in the legend ofthe Knight, who is the Solar Logos made manifect fo she worlds of form, thathunanity might know Hin as brother and friond.

L. Ve acknowledge the Earth Mother, or Plenetary Being, as the sus-talner of our physical existense. A1l 1ife ang consciousness upon the earth is
unifled and of one essence, and ve seek to eotabiiey o special, personalrelationship with the Keeper of our environment. ie acknowledge a special
{etationship with the kingdoms of nature spieits ang elementals, and we seek
to establish a flow of mutual help and understanding between our realm andthelrs. We also believe that a deeper understanding of Nature and Her laus

6. The Onder recognizes one Cosatc Grail, transcendent and indivi~sible, manifesting throughout all the worlds s dimensions of the universe,gnd conditloning all life and consclousness, including that of the SolarLogos. The focus of paver for the Cosmio Geal] aioers this particular plane-tary systen is to be found wlthin the constoilatioy op the Little Bear. Inaddition, there are four Grails of nmanifestation, which mediate the forces of
the Cosnic Grail upon the planes of human consclousness: the Red Grail ofHumanitys the Green Grall of Nature} the Black Greyy op Sorrows and the White
Grall of Spirit.

7. We belleve that the Spirit of man is & perfect image of the essence
of the Solar Logos, and that. 1t 1s our destiny to soem His Will as divineogents 2nd mediators upon the earth. To this end, 55 1s necessary to purify
Tireoings to serve as receptacies for the creative sitommers 3 to live moral
1ives, taking full responsibility for a1l oun actions; and to continually
endeavor to raise our levels of avareness, draving upon the vaters of Inspir-

Iroas Porticles of our being are slowly transforned ate shining images of the
Spirit. To this end ve sek union with the feceec or Nature, and the divine
force within, while retaining our individuality and powers of wolition,



3. THE COUNSELQGR-STUDENT RELATIONSHIP.

Every regular member of the Order 1g agsigned a counselor ta merve aso personal spiritual guide and confidant. Ve try to match each student with aSounselor of like Interests and aspirations, always taking into comelderationthe exact needs (not necessarily the desires) of the student. It is thetrebousibllity of the counselor to do the prelininary aivinatory reading forthe student, by which he deternines how he can best aid the Stadent in achievinghis cosmic mission in the present incarnation. On the busis of the reading andthe information given in the individual questioninalre, a highly persohal planof study is devised and sent to the student along ulth "The Ten Stages ofWonsalvat", which is a symbolic rendering of the path of spiritual attainment,eoiresponding to the ten degrees recognized by the Order. The counselor shouidendeavor to inculate a state of balance within the student, and to do this it1s often necessary to devise projects which have no relation ra the students .Inclinations or "natural® abilitles. This is a necessary form of disciplineuhich should be welconed as a means to a fuller, mose complete development.

The responsibility of the counselor does not end with the completion ofthe degree-work--this 1s only the beginning. The counseler showid be ieConstant contact with his student, so that he 1s aware of the student's progressand special needs, and of any problems which might arise. The counseler shonisalso recelve a periodic report on the studentls progress in the erocclocsand meditations while he s still taking the lessons. ALl of this, of course,Raeayiooses that the student will assune the responsibility of keeping in touch,1deally once a week.

The basis of the counselor-student relationship should be a close bondof friendship and mutual understanding; eventually, of true psychic rapport.A counselor should not be perceived as a lofty spiritual mastes whe toinegomplete control of the asplrant's life, but rather as a follow-traverlep alongthe Path. Both parties should gain incieased insight and understanding throughthe relationship. It would certainly be wrong for the studont Lo place theentire direction of his spiritual 1ife into the hands of another, rather thanrightfully assuning the responsibility himself. The counselor 1s & gquide, anadvisor, and a stimulator, but he cannot and should not be expected Lo sepve88 a substitute for an individual's own spiritual will,

The counselor-student relationship should continue as long as an indi-vidual remains in the Order. Even vhen the student foels he has veachod thefevel of knowledge and understanding possessed by his counselor, 1t is meveretheless important to have someone. to turn to in times of darhnass any stress,to serve as an objective observer of one's spiritual problems; and, conversely,25 2 friend with whou to share one's achievements and successes. Thus wiiie Tstudent hinself may eventually be asked to serve as comnselor Lo another, hewill never be without an understanding friend in times of noed.

L. THE MISSION AND MORAL RESPONSIBILITY CF THE CRDER AND ITS MEMEERS.

) Put In the simplest terms, the Order extsts to serve. By this it is/ mot meant that the officers and counselors of the Order exist to serws the



other members, but rather that the entire mewbership is, as en organie unit,

charged with the responsibility of mediating the Divine Will onto the earth.

We are all, In a sense, of an esoteric priesthood (note that the eighth degree

is that of priést) working under the direction of certain inner planc w
uddcre,

or adepti, who are really humans who have advanced beyond the need to in
car-

nate. This does not mean that the Order is an elect fraternity charged with

the complete responsibility of man's evolution. We are merely a cog In a vush

netuork of orders and individuals throughout the world all working toget
her

\under. inner plane guldance for the achlevement of common goals, The major
Work at the present time 1s to usher in the forces of the Aquarian Age In 2
ontrolled and balanced mamner So that the otherwise inevitable natural and
eyohic catastrophes #iil be minimized. This 1s to be accomplisned by chamell-
Tag the forces inte individuals rather than allowing them to follow the

ir
abural couree into the Planetary Belng and into the atmosphere of th

e earth.

The work of the 0.H.G., therefore, imvolves people. It is not our

gestiny to become & contemplative order set apart from the problems of
 the

Vorld, Our mission is to help spread the word of truth to humenity at large,
and 1n doing this e must come into contact with as many people as possible,

preparing them to serve as vehicles for the descending forces. A simple auane-

Do of the situation will go @ long way towards achieving this end. A major
tesuma for humanity in the coming years will be an increasing separation 

from
traditional ways, resulting in feelings of loss and allenation, There 1s,

novertheless, & great Plan for humanity, concelved on the inner pla
nes, but

the Plan may fail unless there is adequate direction from the earth
 plane.

o muse thovefore help to mediate these forces by providing a balanced fie
ld in

which they can manifest. One of the ways of achieving this 1s to nurture a

feeling of brotherhood within the Order. For this reason we encourage all mem-

bers to correspond with fellow students, and to form Grail Ledge
s whenever

possibie. ALl relationships within the Order should exist on the basis of
Fefendship and cquality. In this way we wlll become a model for humanity,and
the Inmer piane result will be the planting of a "seed" within the Group Sou

l
of hunandty. This must, however, be a conscious and active process, in which
each member shares responsibility.

This brings us to a very important, question: what can you d
o, 88 31,

active and concerned menber, to further the aims and ideals of the Order? In
this it 1s vital to realize that the work of the O.H.G. is to pr

ocede on an

Individual, person-to-person basis. You should therefore serve as a living
exanple of the Order's ideals. The flrst step can be expressed as follows:

Teatn <0 that you can serve. Too many people set forth to reform the world
before they have completed the reformation of themselves. Therefore apply
yourself diligently to the system of training offerred by the Order an

d make
Jourself neceptive to new ideas and concepts. You cannot hope to teach others

Until you yourself have attained a firm grasp of spiritual truth. 
Various

peychic and spiritual sbilities will also serve you well in this respect,
Hepending upon your particular talents and inclinations. Once you have attained

sone degree of adeptship, then may you go forth to teach and enlight
en your

e1low man.



Many people hold highly romanticized conceptions of adepts and mas-ters. They imagine that such individuals will vear fancy robes in everyday
Life and will demonstrate great powers and "miracles" to all and sundry.
Actually, the true adept is outwardly no different than the average man in
the street, He will transact his day-to-day affairs according to the cultural
norms of his country, and there will be no obvious characteristics which set
hinm apart from others. Yet a ceitain inner calmness and sense of purpose will
manifest through him, and he will follow unswervingly a strict code of morality
from which he cannot be deflected. Such are the qualities for vhich you shoulq
strive, which may be ennumerated as follows: 1) achieve a state of inner balanee,
which outward distractions and problems will be unable to disrupt. Bring the
mindane and spiritual aspects of your life into harmony, accepting all respon-
sibilities. Work for future goals, but live to your fullest in the eternal
present, dealing with all aspects of existense as they arise. So shall you
attain, in tine, "that peace which passeth all understanding’, 2) Identify
your 1ife and consciousness with the Spark o Divinity within, and so come to
an understanding of your true, spiritual Will. When you have thus discovered
your miasion in 1ife, make this the central focus of all your thoughts and
activities. This will mean subjugating your ego to your True Self, and fromthis Self will come all the direction you need. 3) Live always by a fixed
code of personal morality; in doing so, you will set an example for those with
uhom you come into contact. In these times of uncertain valtes, it is important
you should formulate and practice a meaningful code of living. .The Order does
not possess a set system of morality because we belleve each individual should
develope his own, based on his own inner spiritual direction: Two basic
questions, hovever, might be asked in any given situation. First, will your
action best serve the larger intedests of mankind's spiritual development or
your own egotistical desires? Second, will your act tend to move you one step
closer to your ultimate spiritual perfection? Such lofty questions do not, of
colirse, apply to many of the ordinary situations of life, but they should,
nevertheless, be always at the back of the aspirant's mind, The true adept
1s not engaged in a personal, egotistical power trip. He is in all affairs
& servant of the Light, secking to instill his own relative state of enlighten-
ment into the Group Soul of humenity.

We shall now consider certaln pitfalls that the student should be wary
of. Do not, in your zeal to spread the Light, advertise yourself too freely;
maintain a low profile in whatever you do. This will serve two purposes. On
the one hand, it will insure a degree of self-protection. There are
numerous hostile elements in modern socisty that are antagonistic to our work,
elther through sheer ignorance or because the principles of the Aquarian Age,
if adopted by the bulk of humanity, will run counter to thelr own self-interests.
On the other hand, many people are not yet ready for the full impact of our
teachings. You must deal with an individual on the basis of his own stage of
development, imparting to him only that knowledge which you feel he is capa-
ble of understanding. It Is therefore important that you learn the art of
discernment in your dealings with others. Also, you should be completely
honest, in all your dealings, fever representing yourself as anything other than
uhat you are, or of possessing knowledge which you really lack. Remember, too,
that whatever you do will reflect not only on the Order, but on the Aquarian



community In general. It ls therefore Important that you put forth a respon-

sible and respectable image In all your contacts. You should also bear in

mind your responsibility to those you desire to help, being ever aware of a

person's limitations. A little bit of knowledge in the wrong hands can do

more harm than good. And theimore knowledge and power you gain, the greater

will be your responsibility to use the attainments to good purpose.

5. SELF-CONTROL AS THE BASIS CF OCCULT WCRK.

The most baslc difference between an ordinary person and an occultist

1s that the latter hes achleved a degree of control over his own mind and

emotions. Mental discipline is especially important as the pre-requisite of

all occult work of a deeper nature. The occultist uses his mind as a tool

for the attainment of magical results. The abillty to concentrate is of the

utmost importance in this respect. While the untrained mind is seldom still

for more than a moment, but f1lits indiscriminately from one thought to another,
the occultist is able to narrow his field of awareness, at will, to any given

symbol, concept or idea, excluding all else from his personal universe.

fnother necessary attainment is the image-making faculty, often termed creative

visuallzation. As an exercise of the magical Imagination, the technique
provides a means of contact with the astral plane, which is the sphere of
activity of most forms of ceremonial magic.

A firm control of your emotions is also to be cultivated if you hope to

become an effective agent of Divinity. You should learn to rise above your

passions to a state of calm objectivity. Such control is born in the athanor

of daily experience, in the midst of the problems and tensions that inevitably

arige. In learning to deal with these problems in a calm, objective manner,

you will grow in stature and effectiveness as an occultist. You will find
the calmness and fear mantra contalned in this manual to be especially useful’

In conditioning the mind to deal with moments of streds. Used frequently, they

will soon become an integral aspect of your daily life.

As you learn the principles of self-control, you will increasingly
gain greater awareness of yourself on all levels. The Greek maxim "Know thy-

Selft is just as relevant today as it was in ancient times. A daily period

of self examination is very useful in this respect. You should strive to

become aware of your liabilitles as well as yrur assets; the work of self-

perfection requires that one first become aware of all ome's deficlencies. It

1s all too easy to criticize others uhile ignoring one's own imperfections.

6. THE EVOLUTION OF THE CRDER AND ITS TEACHINGS,

Any institution uhich feels it has reached an ultimate state of per-

fection is well on the road to stagnation and spiritual death. The 0.H.G.

is continually undergoing a process of change and transformation as it seeks to
conform to its own elusive ideals, and those ideals are themselves subject to

change. We should never become So complacent as to feel we have achieved a

et and final form. The processes of change and growth are to a large extent

stimulated by those imner plane adepti who have taken an active interest in



our work: Each member; however, will contribute sotething of his own to the

droup soul of the Order:

A major difference between an occult order and an orthodox religlon

is that the latter generally possesses a set doctrine and dogmatic teachings

f£rom vhich 1t 1s very reluctant to change, while the former assumes more of §

scientific attitude, accepting a body of beliefs as workable hypotheges

until a more complete picture of the truth is revealed. We do not, therefare,

clain infallibility for our teachings, nor do we ask anyone to belleve that

which runs counter to thelr oun loglc or intuition. There are, of course,

certain very basic concepbs held by most occult groups, such as reincarnatipn

and karma, but even here there is much room for individual interpretation.

The 0.H.G. therefore encourages extensive research and experimentation into

all aspects of occult and spiritual knowledge. An order!s mythology and

synbolism, on the other hand, is only Mrue" if it possesses meaning and rele-

vance for the majority of the membership. No myth or symbol is so sacred that

1t cannot be changed or transformed if this will increase its meaningfulnecs.

T. ON CUTWARD SIGNS OF INNER GROUTH.

The new student is sometimes rather confused concerning the Order's

system of grades and initiations. Pnllosophically, our position czn be stated

as follows: it is our considered opinfon that true spiritual development is

a purely personal matter between yourself and your oversoul, and that any

outward signs or tokens of your degree, including honorific titles, will tend

to become 2 focus for egotistical pride. For this reason all members of the

Order, regardless of degree or office, wear ocnly a simple white rcbe on cere-

nonfal occasions, symbolic of purity and humility. We are all fellow travel-

lers along the path of evolution, and it is necessary for all esoteric groups

of the Aquarian Age to structure themselves according to the Athurian formula

"Equal in diversity". The hierarchial structure of the Plscean Age has served

1ts purpese; now it is necessary that all servants of the Light.should meet

on a level of equality, each contributing freely and willingly his cwn special

skills and talents.

It is important, furthermore, that the student concentrate solely on

the expansion of his own knowledge and level of awareness, not for the mere

purpose of gaining ever higher degrees and initiations, but rather co that

he can become a more proficient tool for the munifestation of the Divine

Plan on carth. Unless this goal is held as the only end of the Great Worik,

all degrees, initlations, honors, Intelilectual kiowledge, and spiritual

attainments will be meaningless, as so many frills ond ribbons on a dead bough.

Our position regarding initiation 1s based on the same premises: initiation

should lead to an increased level of awareness and understanding, not as an

end In itself, but rather as the means to enble the student to fulfill his

cosmic mission in the most perfect and expedient way. For we are, in essence,

the creative sparks of the Solar Logos, united in a vast brotherhood of human

Spirits. As soon as we cut our link with this creative Source and seek to es-

tablish our own ego as a god unto itself, we are but one step away from the

durk, decaylng tovers of the Black Brothers. As a Aquarian occult order, the

0.H.G. w111 do everything In Its power to counteract this tendency in all its



One further note: you will become eligible for initiation following
the attainment of the degrees.of Novice,. Hermit, Deacon and Heliodromus.
Initiation is not a requirement, but If you desire the experience it will be
necessary to travel to the Mother Lodge or to another Lodge which possesses
an authorized initiator. Arrangements can be made to stay overnight for the“occasion. E

8. HISIORYOF THE CRDER.

The formulation and development. of the 0.H.G. is bound up entirely
with the occult work of its founders, Radelle and Thomas Kulp, who hold the
permanent positions of High Priestess and High Priest. Born in Reading and
Bethlchem, Pa. respectively, Thomas and Radelle studied intensively in the
occult since they were in high school, finding none of the answers to the
Important questions of life in the orthodox Christianity of their early
training, They explored both the Eastern and Western Traditions, experiment-
ing with various mail-order groups, but none of these offerred the fulfillment
for which they were seeking.

It vas at Temple University in Philadelphia, where they were studying
comparative religion and anthropology, that they met for the first time in
this incarnation, In the month of February, 1970; in August of the same year
they were nafried at aQuaker meettnghouse~in Reading.-During this'time .they
met an initiate who:was: to-serve as-their spiritualguide and teacher; and
with this.individual they became co-founders of the Fraternity of Light, a
Hermetic, Qabalistic order, It was within this group that they received their
magical and.céremontal tralning, along with-ah intensive background 1h!Qabalsh,
Tarot-andicosmicchistory: :As:senior officérs-in.this order, Thomas and:-Radelle
taught- a weekly-class:in:basic:occulbisn and contributed various materials for
use ulthin the Fratérnity,-lncluding-tiost of the-"Level I*-Philosophy-corres-
PORAAnCe Course:» i, Dot wn Bioin b i maitos ye

In 1973, - folowing a trip to Britain, the Kulps were authorized by the
Council.to’found @ sémi-independent order to serve as the outer portal for new
menbers just entering the Fraternity. As such, the Order of the Holy Grail
offerred prelimtnuty. instruction; “a neophyte!initiation and-simple ceremonial
based on-Groen Ray -occultism. The bulk ofsthe present Cycleiof the Holy Grail vasalscwritten at this bimei--As affalps progréssed, however; more and mose’ inner
glané Information began'coning:through, rélating to the elementsof an ancientGrall cult and to various anpecte-of thw British occult traditien, The OH G.*hus began to.assume the character of.an independent...order, ‘with itsown ritesand system of:philosophy. -Another important. event occurred 1n"December; 17~1973: the birth of a son, Arlan-Tethra. Contact was made with this entity!before conception, when it was discovered that Arian vas a high initiate whohad once been a priest in anclent Egypt. The actual conception occureed ao



a highly-controlled magical rite.

jo.. In September of 197L the Kulps were required, by karmic necessity,to leave Philadelphia and to settle in Thomasville, N.C., where they has hopesof founding a Fraternity lodge. This was a perlod of great darkness and trjal,but. though the project of founding a lodge was doomed from the begimning, the
inner plane contacts nevertheless continued to direct the couple ifi the Formu-Iation of the OH.G. materials. At the same time, an ever-widening guif wag
forming between the Fraternity and the Order. A number of differences deve]-
oped, inéluding & conviction on the part of the Kulps that an effective occult
order should incorporate elements of the three major Traditions, and that the
Fraternity placed too much emphasis on a purely Hermétic approach. It was
also felt that the Fraternity wes failing to give the intensive, personal ap-
tentlon that is required for all individuals, regardless of their present level
of development. Too, the Fraternity began to feel resentful of the increasing
indzpendence being assumed by the Order.

The Kulps tere feleased from thelr bondage in North Carolina in May;
1975, and were directed to Richmond, Virginia, where they planhed to form a
Grall Lodge with close affiliations with the Fraternity. Barely a month later,
however, on June 22, the inevitable break occurred, and the O.H.G. became a
fully independent entity, free to develop in its own way. Before long, a
dedicated core of students was gathered, and the real work of the Order begen.
Presently centered in Richmond, the Order will eventually found its permanent
headquarters in England, at the very fount of its spiritual tradition.



ORDER _OF THE HOLY GRAIL

DOCUMENT OF MEMBERSHIP

The Order of the Holy Grail is governed in all its affairs by
the Mother Lodge, defined as that Lodge presided over by the
High Priest and High Priestess. The present Mother Lodge is located
in Richmond, Virginia, and all applications for membership must
be submitted to this body, which has the sole power to accept or
reject petitions. While any sincere individual is urged to make
application,it is to be stressed that membership entails duties as

well as privileges. The membership of any individual is subject to
revocation if he or she fails to do the required work. Those who

for any reason do not wish to make the necessary committment are
still eligible for membership in the Grail Guild.

APPLICATION: The first step towards membership is to £ill out the

enclosed application.and questionnaire. Your application will then

be submitted to the membership of the Mother Lodge, which will
determine whether or not you are to be admitted to the Order. If

you are admitted, we will immediately assign to you a personal

counselor. It will-be the duty of the counselor to assist and direct

yol in all your subsequent work within the Order.

BOOK OF THE QUEST: The foundation of your work will be a personal

record book known as the "Book of the Quest"’ Once your application

has been accepted, your counselor will do a divinatory reading

concerning your personal work. Combining the results of this reading

with the information you have revealed in your questionnaire, he

or she will devise a personal plan of work tailored to your needs

and abilities. Such work might include a composition research paper,

the mastering of a magical or divinatory technique, a series of meditations

or experiments, or perhaps the painting of a picture. The nature of

the work will be left to the discretion of your counselor, although

your own talents and wishes will be taken into account. All results

of your work shall be committed to the Book of the Quest, which must
be submitted to your counselor for examination and approval at the

completion of each stage. The Book shall in all cases consist of

ten stages, each corresponding to a grade of advancement. Initiation

is optional, but for those who choose it, eligibility shall be

determined soleby by the work completed within the Book of the Quest.

LESSONS: All regular members are required to complete the Order's

course offstudy. The cost of each lesson is $1.00 (55P), including
personal counseling. In this we are barely covering operating costs:

we are a non-profit organization, and no one in our group receives

a salary. Two persons may receive one lesson and individual courseling
for $1.50 a lesson, and three people for $2.00. Lessons are copy-

righted but duplicates may be made of the lessons for the use of all
authorized persons.



A minimum of two weeks is required for the completion of each
lesson, and the questions must be answered thoroughly and submitted
to your counselor before the next lesson is mailed. Enclose a stamp
with your answers, please. You are strongly advised to do the
exercise and meditation at the end of each lesson as often as
possible, and it is asked that you keep a record of your results,
as this will help in your overall progress. On occasion, you may
be asked to show this record to your counselor, in order to help
him or her.in evaluating your work.

CYCLE OF THE HOLY GRAIL: Every member will receive a copy of the
text of the Order's holy book, which contains our own ¢ycle of the
Arthurian legends. It will be the responsibility of all members,

however, to create their own personal copy of the Cycle, written
in their own hand and bound together in a presentable form. A period
of no more than a year must be expended on this project, at which time
the original copy which you were loaned must be returned to us. When
your book is completed you will have a very personal symbol of your
assiciation with the Order. Beyond this, the value of the project
lies in the strengthening power of discipline and the personal relation-
ship you will thereby form with the Order's group soul. The Order
itself will add the finishing touch to your project by presenting
you with a set of hand-made covers. Further instruction on this will
be forthcoming.

DAILY MEDITATIONS: Members are required to perform a simple candle
meditation every night before retiring. This is in addition to any
meditation required by the course or advised by your counselor for
your further development. You will be given a booklet containing

invocations for each week of the year and for each of the eight seasons
recognized by the Order. A reading from the Cycle of the Holy Grail

will also be assigned for each week. The daily performance of this
simple ritual will keep you attuned to the group soul of the Order-:
at the same time, it will serve to inculcate a meditative and aspiring

state of mind.

LODGE MEMBERSHIP: The Mother Lodge is authorized to grant charters

for the formation of lodges in other cities. The only requirement is

that three members in the same area submit a request for a charter,
and that one of these members has completed the study course. ALL

lodges will be given a set of Order ceremonies and documents, but only
an authorized initiator is empowered to conduct initiations. We

strongly encourage the formation of lodges, and will offer every

assistance to those interested in this venture.



CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

Thereas man has fallen from his primal state of harmony with nature and created
havoc upon the body of his Mother the Earth; and whereas the Quest for the Holy
Grall, a3 embodied ia the traditions of the anclent and venorable Grail cult,
presents a valid path for man’s redemption and advancement along spiritual pathss
and whereas the coming Aquarian Age requires the unified efforts of enlightened
individuals everywhere in order to usher in the approaching forces and to influen
ce the group soul of the race In a pouitive mannerj thevefore, under the authorily
of the Inner Plane Adepti this constitution of and for the Order of the Holy Grail
is hereby established and ordained.

fArticle I Name.

The name of this organization shall be the Order of the Holy Grail.

Article II Aims and Objectives.

1. To recover the rites and philosophy of the ancient Grail cult, and to adspt
the said knowledge and practices to the use of the 0.H.G.

2. To study and work with the principles embodied in the legends of the Holy Grail.

3. To study the esoteric tradition of the ancient Celts.

L. To engage in ceremonial work in the area of Nature mysticism.

5. To study the folk tradition and folk-rites of England.

6. To write and produce suitable mystery plays for the edification of the Order.

7. To encourage artistic and inspirational work in keeping with the Artistic
Ray of influence of the Celtic race.

8. To form a closely unified brotherhood of snvkers with common goals and objectives

9. To aid the evolution of our brothers within the Elemental and Animal kingdoms.

10. To establish a system of initiation based on the four-fs1d concept of the Grail.

11. To establish and maintain the Grail Guild.

To establish and maintain a system of encampments related to the study of the
ous facets of the Order's work.

13. To sponsor retreats offering training and instruction for the members of the
Qrder.



1h. To study the principles of herballsm, tallsmanic magic, and such obher arens of
practical occult knowledge as is decmed appropriate by the orgenization,
15. To promote the personal spiritua growth of its members.

Artlcle II1 Menbership and Aduisstons Procedure.

L. Meubership in the 0.H.G. shall be conferred on anyone who f111s out the apprs
priate application and who clects to tamg thr O0.H.G. study course and to commence
work upon the Book of the Quest,

2 Ay sald wember may join a Grall Lodge of his cholce, providing he is voted in.
3+ The only causes for dismissal from the Order are the following:

2+ Deliverate refusal to complete the Book of the Quost.b. The practice of black magio.
¢« Malicious slander against the Order or its members.

L. The sole Power of expulsion resides in the Mother Lodge, which must prove con-
lusively that the accused member 1s gullty of one of the aforementioned charges.

S. An accused menber shall be given ample opportunity (a month) to defend himself in
Peoon or otherulse, as he may choose, before an oeder o expulsion is issued. fn
order of expulsion requires a three-fourthis vote og 11 the members of the Mother Lod
6. Mo person shall be excluded from complete participation in general meetings after
they have recelved the required introduciie

I:, Neubership shall not he denied to anyone because he uses hallucinogenic drugs.
The use of drugs, however, shall be strongly discouraged by the Order, and the posses—
ston of drugs at all neetings and activitien srass be prohibited.
8. No person shall be denied membership or full participation in the Order's work duc
to race, creed or sex, or natomal origin, ere.

9. A majority vote of a Lodge will be Tequired to admit new members.

Article IV Organization of the Order.

shall contain whatever restrictions or Special conditions may be deemed appropriate
by the two parties.



L. A1l internal business-of the Mother Lodge or an individual lLodge e to Le voted
upon by @ majority vote of all members present.

S. Any member in good standing may attend the annual convention, which meets at a

place predeternined on and presided over by the High Priest and High Priestess.

i. Any member in good standing cen offer resslutions and make petitions at said conv:

ion.

Article V Officers and Duties.

1. Each Lodge shall eloct five officers, in the followlng order: Priest, Priestess,

Seribe, Sponsor and Guardian.

2. Each officer shall be a member in good standing.

3. The Priest and Priestess shall serve as chief officers of a Lodge. Their dutlec

Shall include presiding over rellgious and secular meetings, making decisions on il

of order, and generally presiding over all activities of the Lodge. Theyshall be ex

officio members of all divisions and committees.

L. The Sponsor shall be responsible for Informing new members of the basic aspects

of the Order's teachings and activities. In addition, the Sponsor shall offer guidar

of a general nature and conduct candidates through initiations.

5. The Scribe shall be responsible for maintaining all records of the Lodge, includ

the minutes of all meetings. He shall be keeper of the archives and chief liprarian

6. The Guardian shall be responsible for maintalning all ceremonial equipment and

hallows in a state of ritual purity. He shall have full charge of the temple and al!

its furnishings.

7. The title "High" shall be prefixed to the offices of Priest and Priestess withdn

the Mother Lodge. These shall be the only non-elective offices within the Order, ar

shall be held for life by Thomas Kulp and Radelle Kulp.

8. The High Priest and High Priestess shall be the chief executives of the Order.

The Order..shall be ruled demccratically by the members of the Mother Lodge, except

that the High Priestess and High Priest shall possess the power of veto in decicions

1nvolving the long-range goals and objectives of the Order. They shall alsc Le re-

sponsible for the maintainence of all the Order's documents and records.

9. 1In the event that the High Priest and High Priestess shall die or resign their

offices, the Mother Lodge chall elect a new High Priest and High Priestess.

10. A1l Lodge officers will be elected for 2 term of 2 year and a day.

11. The title "Senior" will be prefixed to all officers of the Mother Lodge, with i

exception of the High Priest and High Priestess.



12. The following restrictions will be placed or all decisions made by the governing

bodies of this Order:

a. At no time shall the Order, or any division thereof, engage in any

practices involving biack maglc or eny act calculated to harm another

group or Individual.

b. The Order, or any division thereof, shall be forbidden to circulate

any slander or i11-wiil towirds another group or individual,

c. All acts of petty revenge or character defamation shall be forbidden

in all the Order's internal and external affairs.

d. Any act calculsted to undermine the unity and purpose of the Aquarlan

Community shall be forbidden.

13. Each Lodge may have any authorized documents:of the Order.

Article VI Grading.

1. Initiations shall be conferred on any member in good standing who sincerely de-

sires the ‘experience.

2. A walting period of at least three months shall be required between initiations.

3, Inltiations shall be conducted only within a chartered Lodge by those who bive

themselves received the initiztlon in question, except that the Mother Lodge shall

have the power to confer the status of initiater upen any member who is unzble to

travel to a Lodge offering initiation.

L. A series of ten grades sh&ll be mainteined by the Order, to be conferred solely

on the basis of work completed in the Bock of the Quest; initiations shall correspond

5. No outward signs, regalia, or special privileges, shall accrue to any grade or

Inttiation within this Order.

Article VII The Grail Guild

1. Aims and Objectives

but

orte
a. To provide an opportunity for those interested in the Orcer's ideals

who do not wish to commit themselves to membership, to shareln the r.

work and activities.

b. To distribute a synbol card to all members which shall serve as a link to

those forces generated by the performance of the Mass of the Holy Grall

within the Order.

c. To provide the cpportunity for retreats and other gatherings.

Nembership shall be open to all who complete the required application.

3. The ewecutive officers of the Grail Guild shall be the High Priest and High

Priestess.



L, 211 decisions and finances within the Grall Guild shall be deall wlth by theMother Lodge.

Article IX Encampments.

L. An encanpment shall be an organization of correspondants within both the Orderend the Guild engaged In study and research relating to a particuler aspect of theOrder's work.

2, The purposes of an encampment shall be to provide a network of correspondancebetween its members.

2: The encampnents may sponsor retreats, neveletters, and any other activity inharmony with the Order's work.

L. The Mother Lodge. shall appoint an executive officer for each eéncampment.

Article X Finances.

1. Dues may be assessed on members by individual Lodges, and upon the Lodges by theMother Lodge.

2. jdditional spectal essessments may be made within the Lodges, aid upon the LodgesBy the Mother Lodge by a majority vote of the Membership of thess bodiog.

3. Contributions may be accepted from members only.

L. A1l income shall be received from members.

5. Expenses shall be Incurred and payment Issued for the Lodges by thelr neubers,and for the Order by the Mother Lodge by a majority vote of its members.

6. Membership dues shall be walved for those individuals and Lodges who cannotafford them.

7. At dissolution of this Order, all money shall be distributed to charities.

Article XI Amendments.

1. A1l amendments to this Constitution shall be made by the Mother Lodge, by atwo-thirds vote of the membership.

2. This constitution may be amended, changed, ot revised by a two-thirds voteof the membersi



SYMBOLS AND EMBLEMS OF THE ORDER

Symbolizes the consclous magical will subjugating the dark, archaic
forces of the unconscious.

Symbol of these devasting, transforming forces encountered on the level
of the Black Grail.

e

Symbolizes the spiritual knowledge which reveals the way into the Castle
Corbenic, giving access to the secrets of the Holy Grail.

*
An amulet of inner plane protection for use within the Grail Temple.

Emblem of the eternal earthly presence of the Solar Logos.

Symbol of that creative power which manifests in the union of the
positive-negative cosmic forces.

Emblem of the Knight in his aspect as Awakener of men's souls.

Emblem of the Knight as Mediator between the Solar Logos and the realm
of the elements. =



Emblem of the Knight as the All-Conquering, Victorious Sun (Sol Invictus).

The shield and pentagram symbolize man's physical body, which must be
well disciplined that the power of the Spirit may truly manifest. The
plercing sword represents the destructlon of those selfish, egotistical
desires, through which the world becomes for the Spirit a prison rather
than a field of Divine expression.

An agent of Divinity should never destroy wantonly for the sake of des-
truction, but should wear the crown of peace, forever seeking to main-
tain the balance of the Cosmos required for the consummation of the
Divine Plan. To this end are the lances of destruction poised in readiness

Represents the victory of Light over darkness, good over evil, Cosmos over
chaos. The cross is that of self-sacrifice and service, by which the
final victory shall be achieved.

Symbolizes the divine balance of Nature, which the initiate strives to
maintain by wielding the sword of justice. He welghs well and truly
every motive and every action, and corrects any sberration from the Cosmic
Plan, whether in himself or in others, so long as his measures conform to
all divine and cosmic laws.

# Reminds us of the Necessity in Nature, operating under the guise of time,
vhich requires old forms to be broken down in order to prepare the ground
for fresh creation. The initiate must sometimes destroy that which is
no longer useful in the Divine Plan, both within himself and in the
world at large.
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Runes of the 01d Enalish Frhark

feoh (f): cattle; prosperity in terms of movable possessions.

ur (u): "aurochs", a wild oz once found throughout Europe; it was hunted by

vouna men seeicing to prove their courase, thus the meanine "manlv strenatht.

}Jcrn (th): in 0.E. merely means "thorn"; in Germantic it means "giant" or

"demon", it thus serves as protection against evil entities.

os (o): mouth, through which we take our nourishment; in Germantic it is

ansuz, "god", from whence all nourishment ultimately derives.

rad (r): riding, journey; good travel protection, whether in this life or

enroute to the next.

cen (c): torch, a symbol of fire; related to the sun-cult; represents the

security of the torch-lit hall.

ovfu (a): gift; sacrifices to the gods, or gifts from the gods to men.

wn (W) foy; It Inclures the possession of concrete things.

haal (h): hail; represents damacing natural forces.

nyd (n): need, necessity, restraint; related to Thealh,

is (i): ice; also connected to "rmgl",

ger (§): vear, especially the fertile poriod of harvest; contrasts with "heal".

ech (e): yew; a hard and durable wood much used in rune-masic. possessing

avertive povers.

peor (p): unknown.

20lh (x): defense and protection; shape of rune suggests outstretched hand.

gel (s): sun, with all Its many connotations.

tir (t): a war god; used to invoke victory in battle.

beore (b): a birch twig; a syabol of fertility, representing the avakening

of nature in spring.

h (2): horse; 1inked with sun-cult, horse represents course of sunj the

animal was ¢ idered sacred in the ancient northern socleties.



P9 mon (m

[ tagu (1): water, the source nf fertilit;

man, either the rare or the legendary progenitor.

also represents the nether water-

realms of dzmons and monsters, ‘thus a symhol of the uncon

X Ino (na): a fertility god.

> epel (o): inherited proverty, mostly land; svmholizes estanlisted uealth,

in contrast to Meattle".

F{ ceo (d): day. a symhol of lieht, fertility amd fruil

F ash @):

F7 ac (a): oa%, an ancient Druidic symhol of strenth and immartality.

ash (tree)

[T\ ¥t ()3 bow made of yew; such hows were once prized for their durability.

thus the meaninns of endurance an? auiet strength.

d wisdo\‘I" ear (ea): ocean or sza, the source of all life

or beaker, which suc ests containment.

¢ oar (a): spear, as a weapon of war or the huat.

|7 cweor (@ wntnoun.

[>} stan (st): store, a svmhol of eternity. wnity and strenpth.



THE BOOK OF THE MATIVITY

1. Cut of the timeless and boundless void, beyond the seven realms of
cosmic manifestation, the Spirit of the Solar Logos brooded in silent con-
templation of the sorrows of humanity, created in love in His own image.
His all-seeing eyes had witnessed the deviation of the Virgin Spirits in
their descent from the primeval depths of space into the fallen estate of
material bondage, yet in His wisdom did He withhold the hand of retribution.
And it came to pass that His perfect Light, which penetrates all the realms of
Nature, illumined not the souls of humanity, for a veil of darkness had
descended therein, concealing the splendour of the divine countenance.

2. Then dld the love of the Solar Logos lie stillborn in the hearts of men.
And the knowledge of théir divine inheritance, founded upon the infinite love
and compassion of their heavenly Creator, remain unknown to all generations.

3. So it was ordained by the Invincible Lord, and so it was accomplished,
that a single golden ray issued forth from His throne on high to illumine a
water cave by the Great Sea at the centre of the world. And ifpon this ray did
the Solar Logos send forth His vital essence, undiminished in power and majesty,
into earthly manifestation.

L. For six days and six nights was there total darkness upon the face of
the earth, so that fear entered the hearts of men, and prophets came forth to
proclain the end of the world. The Beneficent Lord had So penetrated the
realms of matter that His Light was hidden from all creation. In this time of
darkness the Imnortal Spirit gestated in a sacred pool within the subterranean
depths of the water cave, beneath the mighty tree called Ygdrasil.

5. Then it happened, at midnight on the sixth day, that a shining babe
fornulated within the depths of the waters, robed in a golden aura of licht.
And at this moment the earth became albve with light, as though the midday Sun
had arisen. Once more the prophets came forth to declare the dawning of a
new age.

6. Within the cave there was rejoicing, for all the spirits and gods of Nature
convened to pay homage to the infant born of the sun. Time and death were
banished from that sacred enclosure, for the Spirit of the Eternal had entered
therein. The glories of divine manifestation were revealed in the miraculous
light of primeval creation.

75 Within the sacred pool dwelled a tribe of undines, and it was by the
pover of these that the babe was conveyed from the watery depths onto the 1iving
rock. Fro three days thereafter the babe was nurtured and cared for by a
divinely-appointed tribe of gnomes, fed upon the 1ife-giving nectar brewed by
the falries of distant hills and valleys. On the third day ths infant lost
the lustre of divinity, yet the depthless gaze of his eyes and the perfect form
of his body concealed not the secret of his heavenly birth.

i,



8. Now was the ordained time for the infant to depart from his watery
womb, for without the 1iving 1ight of his father the sun he should truly have
withered away and perished, a perfect flower slain in the last throes of
winter. So It was that the gnomes, obedlent to the will of their Master,
carried him forth into the kingdom of Terra, unto the abode of an ancient
shepherd and his plous wife, who had throughout her life been barren. And
nuch had she sorrowed for the want of children, for her nature was loving
and kind, and she was ever needful of an object for her affections.

9. Thus it was that when she awoke the next morning and tarried forth to
sweep the hearth, she found therein an Infant of such surpassing beauty that
she was fain to weep with joy. The old shepherd returned that evening to find
his wife nursing the child tenderly at her breast, and he marvelled greatly that
milk should flow so freely from the withered breasts of a woman who had never
known the pangs of childbirth. Then did the two of them offer sacrifice to
the gods before theirlaltar, in thanksgiving for the bounty which had befallen
them.

10. The rustics were not long in doubt that the foundling'was no ordinary
child born of human flesh, but a messenger of the gods. After a passage of
three months he was walking freely, not as a toddler, but as a fully grown man.
At twelve months he talked meaningfully of diverse matters, passing many hours
in delightful converse with his step-parents before the hearth. When he was
not yet fully two years old the shepherd took him into the fields, that he
might have companionship while he tended the flocks.

1. And the shepherd was blind indeed if he guessed not at the youth's
divine origin, for many marvellous powers did he reveal in those wild hills.
Thus:it was when the Spirits of the Night manifested from the Abyss of Chaos
in the gulse of savage wolves, seeking to destroy the Child of Light (for it
was to the advantage of the Spirit of Chaos that humanity should remain im-
prisoned in the realm of ignorance and death). Then did the youth smite
them with his staff and slay them, saying: "The minions of Darkness have sought
to desecrate the earthly temple of the divine Light, yet they have only
succeeded in strengthening my Spirit for the final sacrifice of redemption.
Know that the light of the sun is fnvincible, for it emanates from the throne
of the Lord of Creation."

12. Again did the Spirits manifest as vicious vultures, only to be returned
to Chaos swiftly by the power of the youth's sling, and once more did the child
speak, saying: "No more shall you smite me, O hidden denizen of the dark Abyss,
for my power is not of the earth. My body spans all the realms of Nature, and
in me f16w the cosmic forces of Life. For my true abode lies beyond the twin
pillars of manifestation, where nought exists but the unified purpose of the
Ancient One."

13 Now on this occasion the good shepherd complained of thirst, and there-
fore sought the water bottle which hung from the boughs of a great and spreading
oak. But at that moment the youth tapped with his staff upon the living rock,
and a stream of pure water emerged, which was for the old man both sweet and
invigorating. Again the child spoke, saying: "Now do I offer you the healing



vaters of the earth, that you may quench the thirst of your body; but soon
shall I open unto you the floodgates of the heavenly fountain, that your Spirit
shall thirst no more."

1. And for the folk of Terra was his power beneficent, for by his mir-
aculous virtue were the diseased and maimed made healthy and whole. Even
those who by their past deeds were marked for death were sent forth in good
cheer, in perfect faith that they were secure in the hands of the Anclent One.
Far and wide vas the youth renowned as the Lord of Life, who made lands
fertile and springs to flow bounteously through-the kingdom. Maidens sought
his presence without ceasing, for they longed to be bathed in the divine radiance
of his soul. Nor was the youth annoyed by their presence, but oreatly was he
pleased by their exuberent” joy of life. For long hours did he play for them
upon his harp, ti1l their souls were transformed by the divine intoxication
which seemed to radiate from the very centre of his being.

15, And it came to pass that the Council of Elders, hearing of his mirac-
ulous powers and virtues, sought him out that he should be proclaimed king of
the realm. He listened calimly to all the wise men had to say, but there was
not one elder present that day who was not deeply sorrowed by the young lord'sreply: "True it is that since my day of arrival the kingdom has prospered.
The corn waves golden in the wind, the cattle multiply, and your women are
fertile. It is only right that you should find fulfillment in this bounty
of Nature. But I came not to earth as a caretaker, who guards the greunds of
the royal deer park, nor as a steward, to faithfully manage the property of
another. For the kingship belongs to a mortal born of human flesh, one who
shares your destiny yet is able to lead wisely, as a shepherd does his sheep.
But I am no shepherd. I am the awakener who comes to clear the path of roo
demptifn. He who follows me s a fool, yet whoever seeks me within his own
soul shall know the strength which overcomes all obstaclesm;

16. On the fourteenth anniversity of his birth the youth took leave of the
shepherd and his wife (who alone of all the folk of the kingdom felt no sorrow)
and departed for the Castle Illuminati, which in those days was situated in
the desert fastnesses just beyond the kingdom. For here had been established
a school of knighthood far exceeding any other upon the face of the earth.
Now did a dark shadow seem to descend upon the kingdom, and many tears were
shed for the loss of the beloved lord. Yet did he promise to return-at the
hour of greatest tribulation, his earthly vehicles perfected and made in-vincible by the arduous tests of knighthood.

17. Thus did the youth become a man, truely corporeal, transformed through
trials of strength and endurance into a shining image of perfected huanity.
For though his Spirit was the essence of the Solar Logos, yet were his body and
mind of the earth. Therefore did he enter the athanor of carthly experience,
to be purified and transformed by the tests and tribulations of knightly ini.
tiatlon. And of all the aspirants who had ever entered the portals of the
Castle Illuninati, the Lord of Life was supreme in the lessons of knighthood.
Not only in the feats of the tournament did he excel, but also in all tests of

.



courage and endurance. His wisdom and purity were without peer in all thekingdom, and in the green ways of Nature he was master. The spirits andforces of wood and meadow were as an open book to his illuninated soul, and¥ith his Mother the earth he enjoyed a sacred and continual union. Fop hog truly of the earth, mortal and subject to all human sorrows; yet fromyithin he was glorified by the sun, by the pover of his Spirit iranscending alllimitations.

18. For seven years did he labour in the ways of knighthood, till the dayarrived for the young knight to venture forth Into the kingdom %o claim thepride which his divine will had called into existense. For by his marriageto the wondrous princess . was the power of the sun to be comjolned to iSoul of the carth. 'Thus should humanity, through the mediation of the Knight,enjoy continual communion with its divine Source.

19. But hearken, sons and daughters of humanity, for the earth had turnedto wicked ways, and the minions of Death even now lay in walt for the inmineatgestruction of Terra. And truly had the folk of Terra placed a wreath uponDeath's hoary head, and proclaimed him king; falling down upon their knegs theyworshipped him, forsaking In ignorance the creative power of Life.

20. How shall we know him} the Bright One who rode forth in the hour ofhis sacred marriage to destroy Death, that the gift of 1ife eternal night beglven to all humanity? For the world shines throughout, yet men fail to per-ceive the hidden splendour. And the hearts of those who dwelled within thekingdon vere plerced with sorrow, for their Lord has perished by the sword ofthe Destroyer; and far away over the dark and boundless sea his bride is weepingceaselessly. The Invincible Son of the Solar Logos, conceived in splendourand glory, shall lay broken upon the altar of sacrifice until the day he isredeemed by the purified pover of your soul.



THE BOOK OF MERLIN

1. 1In the days of our ancient and venerable ancestors, in the

waning years of the mighty civilization known as Atlantis, there .

lived a powerful magician: a high initiate of the cult of the sun

and his name was Merlin. Now it so happened one night as Merlin

kept watch in the temple above the Golden City, his mind and soul

absorbed in brooding meditation, that a blinding light enveloped

him, and a voice spoke unto him, saying:

2. “Merlin, I come to warn you of the impending disaster

of this vast continent, for your people have taken to wicked ways,

forsaking the wise counsel of the Manus and worshipping the Dark

one in caves of iniquity. Much have you suffered among the

children of humanity, for your true home lies far beyond the veil

of this world, yet once more must you gird yourself with the Sword

of Light, for I charge you with a sacred mission: you are to leave

this land and establish to the north a center of spiritual wisdom.

And your sign shall be this: you will find in your travels a tor

resembling in all respects the mountain which supports this very

temple. Here you shall establish a school of the Mysteries and

a circle of questors to serve as guardians of the spiritual truth.

Now make haste, for you must depart this very night."

3. Merlin was struck dumb. His hands trembled and his soul

exalted in a trance of ecstatic understanding, for he had experienced

the Presence of the Ancient One, the Solar Logos, Who silently

broods over all humanity. At long last Merlin rose from the cold

stone floor, and made his way swiftly to the temple compound where

the royal priestesses lay sleeping, unaware of the impending

disaster. Now Merlin was a mountain of a man, and he found no

difficulty in lifting and carrying away the one who was to be his

priestess in that distant land, Borella, the White Rose. The

infection of the Dark One had failed to taint her soul, as it had

the others. Quickly and silently they wended their way towards the

shore, guided by instinct over the rocky paths, for the night was

moonless. The ship awaited them by the secret quay, and beside it

Merlin's disciples, for he had called them together through his

priestly powers. Many gestures of affection were exchanged between

the fellow adepts. It was a windless night, yet the sails strained

as if touched by a howling gale. At a command from Merlin was the

anchor lifted, and the journey northward commenced.



4. It was not until this mement that Borella awoke, startled

and frightened, for Merlin had placed an inchantment on her. But

a glance into her master's eyes and she was calm, knowing all.

On they travelled over the dark waves for the span of an hour,

when suddenly the sky shook with a shower of silvery fire

and violent explosions stirred the sea into a frenzy of great

waves. The volcano above the Golden City had erupted, and the

sins of Atlantis were avenged. There were tears in Merliu's
blazing eyes, but he locked not once backward, rather did he

set his sights forward to the land of his destiny.

5. The days passed swiftly as the ship continued on its way,

for Merlin gave unto his disciples much instruction on the greater
mysteries of the solar religion. Great magic was worked by the

master with the aid of Borella, and ofttimes Merlin was heard

speaking with emissaries of far off worlds, their subtle bodies

invisible to all eyes save those of the master. And finally,
after much fruitless searching along the coasts of Britain, the

prophesied tor was sighted. They approached the tor along a

broad estuary which Merlin named Naradek, after the river of his

homeland. Merlin offered a prayer of thanksgiving to the Ancient

One as the ship dropped anchor, for the skeins of destiny were

glorious to behold.

6. Now the tor was quite remarkable, for it resembled

nothing so much as a mighty pyramid, its peak piercing the clouds

which oftentimes shrouded the island of Avalon, which the natives

called the Isle of Apples after the fruit which grew here in

such abundance. The natives lived in thatched huts which studded

the marshes surrounding the island. On the summit Merlin con-

structed a temple of the sun where the ancient rites once more

found their expression, and it was as nothing the region had ever

known, for it was built of massive upright stones brought from

distant quarries by the master himself and constructed in the

form of a circle by the power of his magic. It was said that the

magic worked in this temple controlled the very movements of the

sun.

7. Bs time went on, the hostile barbarians of the region

saw many great magical feats accomplished by Merlin, and certain

ones began to approach him humbly asking for imstruction. Others

willingly offered the service of their hands, building comfortable

cells for Merlin and his disciples and other needful structures.

Certain of the barbarians were even taken into seclusion to be

trained for the priesthood, while others brought produce to offer

in sacrifice to insure the fertility of their lands, cattle and

women.



8. Now Merlin worked one piece of magic which was said

to surpass all others. For forty nights and forty days Merlin

stood vigil in the temple, eating and drinking nothing.

Finally, sometime during the fortieth night, the stars are
said to have stopped in their courses and the master's body

became a glowing vehicle of light, which ascended into the

heavens. His mission was two-fold: at the constellation of

the Little Bear he obtained a portion of the spiritual substance

of a mighty god, whom our own Solar Deity calls father. Upon

being brought to earth, this substance was immediately translated

into a glowing, miraculous cup, filled with what the vulgar
might call blood. This Merlin secluded in the deepest recess
of the Bleeding Well at the foot of the tor. His second journey
was to the constellation of the Great Bear, where he obtained the
archetypal model of man perfected. This became translated, on

Merlin's return, into an exceedingly heavy table, perfectly round,
which the master placed in the upper chamber of a spacious hall.
Then did Merlin call together his disciples and students, and
related to them the following:

"There is one who shall come many years hence, and he is to
found a fellowship of spiritual questors upon the perfect pattern
of this Table Round; until that time is come, let none be so
bold as to make use of it. TheCup shall be placed in a temple
of contemplation, that all may have the opportunity of venerating

it, for this Cup contains the sanctified blood of the Unknown God,
and only so long as the people of Logres remain worthy shall the
Cup remain."

10. The desciples and students of Merlin were dumbstruck, for
the mysteries thus revealed to them were ponderously great. They
knelt, one and all, some in profound contemplation, others in

fervent prayer, unaware of their master's departure into the starry
night, where his priestess awaited him. They walked each in the
other's shadow, speaking of destiny and the mysteries of human love.
Then, beneath the sacred oak, they joined in mystical union, as
they had so many times before, and the skeins of their souls were
interwoven upon the cosmic loom of manifestation.

11. The centuries passed and Avalon changed with the seasons,
yet pilgrims continued to wend their way to the shrine of the Holy
Cup, which came to be known as the Grail. And of those who came,
some remained to share in the wisdom of Merlin and to receive initiatior
into the mysteries of Atlantis. A very few were trained for the
priesthood, and these were taken into deep subterranean chambers

within the tor and there subjected to severe tests of initiation
by fire, water, air and earth. Now a long time passed, and Merlin's



original disciples departed from their earthly bodies: finally
Borella too passed into a distant field, for her work in this

sphere was finished. And it came to pass that Merlin, lonesome
and weary, retired fromthe world of men into the Wilderness of
the Jackels, where he abided for the space of a year and a day,

replenishing his soul with bread from heaven.

12. Now it so happened that in his absence the priests of the
Solar Temple reverted to the cruel ways of the barbarians

achieving their selfish ends by the blood of innocent sacrifices.

The hideous cries of pain were heard far and wide, until the land

about became parched and barren. Neither would the grain come
forth, nor the cattle and women multiply. The Sacred Well at

the foot of the tor became unclean with clots of human blood. But
the greatest calamity to befall Avalon was the disappearance of

the Cup, for the people had become unworthy of its profound

mysteries and could in no wise fathom its meaning, for their eyes

had been closed to the world of the spirit.

13. On the appointed day Merlin returned from the wilderness

only to find the land steeped in wickedness and his temple dese-

crated, and his wrath knew no bounds. His arms outstretched, he

cursed all who had taken part in the evil. His massive body

seemed to £ill the sky, and his eyes flashed like the lightening

he called forth from the heavens. With his wand of power did he

blast first the evil priests, then the Solar Temple itself, the

bolts of lightening he called forth fromthe heavens. With his wand

of power did he blast first the evil priests, then the Solar Temple
itself, finally obliterating the accursed and smoldering site under

a layer of salt. At last Merlin stood brooding over the barren

lands which surrounded the tor, weighing the fate of his beloved

country in the scales of his heart. Sorrowfully he spoke the

ancient formulas of purification, till life flowed once more

throughout the land. The enchantment of evil had been lifted.

14. Now in all the years whichfollowed this event, Merlin was

fond telling many magical tales, especially during those times of

year in which he wandeéred from village to village, fulfilling the

spiritual needs of his people. Yet there was one tale which he

was fond of above all others, being that which follows: There once

lived a knight of perfect virtue, whose bravery and valor was

without peer in all the world. His vitality and love of live were

a blessing to his kingdom, and the day came when he took in

marriage, according to his destiny, the most beautiful princeus of

the realm, who was born of a wild swan into which had entered the

ripe seed of the golden grain. The wedding surpassed in magnificence

the most splendid pageant in the Kingdom of Faery. The knight was



clothed in a suit of armour woven of the fresh greenery of spring
and the princess wore nought but the garlands of May, her smooth
white, bounteous body seeming to glow as the couple stood before

the king and took their eternal oaths. At the banquet which
followed, the wine flowed like waterand many rare delights were
offered the guests, while the finest bards of the kingdom were
on hand to recite their magical verses.

15. In the midst of this banquet there came into view an
old hag, wearing a black cape and riding on an ass. Silence

befell the company as though the hag were the plague itself, as
indeed she was, for her message was grave:

16. “Cease your merriment, for a great calamity is to befall
your kingdom, which has become wicked in the ways of sin. A

mighty army shall descend upon you like a horde of locusts, led
by none other than the fearsome blight-bringer known as Death.
Your doom is sealed, unless Prince Death be vanquished by the

sword of the purest and noblest among you, even the knight

who this day was wedded."

17. The tears of joy now turned to tears of sorrow, and the

people in one voice begged their knight to remain with them,

swearing that they would rather spend one last hour in his presence
and then perish than to suffer his immediate departure into the

blaws of Death, never to return. Ignoring all entreaties, the

knight armed himself, mounted his best stallion, and then thundered

forth to meet the armies of destruction.

18. So valiantly did he cross lances with the vast horde of

demons sent forth in service of the dark master that he vanguished

them one and all, then turned to face the real enemy. Yet Death's

visage was so hideous that the knight dared not to look upon him

directly. Furiously did thetwo opponents clash until the sun sank

beneath the horizon, suffusing the land with an eerie red glow.

The battle raged into the night, yet neither warrior seemed able

to overcome the other. Finally, in the dawn's early light, the

knight began to weaken under Death's mighty blows. Now was the

deadly warrior's victory assured, and the final deathstroke was

delivered. The knight, knowing his doom, summoned his last vestige

of strength and dealt Death a grievous blow upon his thigh.



19. In the moment of the knight's defeat, the princess shrieked

hidedusly, for she too felt the mortal wound. Ripping from herself
the garlands of May, she donned the robes of mourning. She departed
at once from the land of her devoted countrymen, for she loved them

dearly and wished not to infect their land with her mourning. So

the following morning she ventured forth with her ladies to the field

of battle and placed the dead knight on a bier which she set on
a long, narrow barge, all draped in black silk. They stood vigil

over the knight while the barge travelled, of its own accord,

over the astral sea of Eternal Weeping towards the Castle of

Corbenic. Here they set the bier on the shore, just beyond the

reach of the tides, and set to weeping. Now the king of the castle,

Pelles the Fisherman, had, as a result of the coming of the knight,
suffered a grievous wound, and his kingdom became in consequence

a Wasteland, barren of all fruitfullness. Merlin ended his tale

with these words of portent:

20. "Now the knight's countrymen, though wicked in their ways,

yet possessed hearts of kindness and compassion. Even so did they

need the action of a Great One to serve as their saviour, that

their lands should not turn barren. What then of Avalon, that

closed its eyes to all righteousness® You should have perished

one and all had I not lifted the enchantment of evil. Yet even

I am powerless to break the link which even now exists between

Avalon and the realm of the Fisher King, for the Wasteland is but a

reflection of the spiritual barreness of your own land. Now listen

well, my children, and I shall make prophesy concerning your

deliverence: A saviour shall come, a mighty king, and he alone

can free you from the final enchantment."

21. And it came to pass that Mer’in set forth one day to a

place high above the shores of Cornwall, where he stood vigil, await-

ing the appointed hour when thealignment of the stars should

presage the coming of a mighty king. At last the celestial conditions

were fulfilled and on the horizon there appeared a misty shadow

riding in upon the waves. Nearer and nearer it approached, until

Merlin could see clearly the infant he awaited, born out of the

billows of the sea. The babe came to rest in the arms of the master

who raised his eyes to the heavens and spoke:

22, "Behold the infant Arthur, saviour of his race. His

coming heralds the beginning of the greatest fellowship the world has

yet seen, and presages the advent of a Quest so exalted that only

those perfected in the spirit shall attain its goal. This is

indeed the dawning of an age of many marvels.” So saying, he

returned to Avalon bearing the babe, of whom you shall hear more

later.

THUS ENDETH THE FIRST BRANCH, THE BOOK OF MERLIN



THE BOOK OF ARTHUR

1. Arthur passed the first seven years of his life in saclusion within
the chambers of initiation, seen by no onc save Merlin and the mirsemaid
enfrusted with the Infant's care. At the conclusion of this period Morlin?
removed the future king to the Wilderness of the Jackals and, placing him
in a cave hidden In a barren craig, the master refurned to Avalon. How
the child was exceedingly intelligent and possessed of an unnatural strength,
but the ordeal of the wilderness is extremely difficult for even the boldest
of knights. Demons abounded in these parts, and wild beasts of every des—
cription. The lad was forced to rely on his inborn instincts, and when
even these failed him, he prayed even as Merlin had taught him, +il he
received the illumination of the Holy Guardian Angel assigned o hés care.
In this manner did he escape from the most perilous of circumstances.

2. On one occasion the demons pressed hard about him, declaring that if he
did not at once relent, departing from the wilderness and thus forsaking his
rightful kingship, he would be forn to pieces and his parts scattored to the
winds. But Arthur, invoking the aid of the Angel, found the courage which
knows no obstacles. The demons persisted for a while longer, then withdrew
into the secret parts of the earth.

3. On another occaion did Arthur venture upon a maiden of exceeding beauty,
bound at the hands of a hideous leper who scourged her til the blood formed
pools on the rocks beneath her. Now the youth was exceedingly compassionate
and wished nothing more dearly than to rescue the unfortunate lady, yet even
as he prepared to destroy the adversary with a ponderous rock was Arthur

confounded by a brilliant flash of white light which held, or so it seemed,
a vision from the past, in which the distressed maiden now before him appeared
as an Oriental queen, borne in a litter trimmed with gold and the most exquisite
tapestriés. The queen possessed a certain rare beauty, offset by jewels and
silks, yet on her face she wore an expression of refined cruelty. Now as the
litter approached a crossroads there appeared a leper requesting alms suffi-
clent for a night's lodging in a stable. The queen, angered that an outcast
should presume upon her royal coffer, ordered her footman to have the man
whipped and proceeded on her way. The vision then faded as suddenly as it
had appeared.

L. Now was Arthur sunk in the blackest of despair, for #hough his compassion
drove him on to the rescue, the vision appeared to justify the maiden's
present misery, for her cruelty to a leper in a previous life was then

being repaid in kind. Yet was the vision fo be believed? Merlin's training
had made Arthur wary of the power f illusion. Perhaps, then, the Dark One
had sent an illusion to steer him from the right path. And even were the
vision a true one, did not the code of chivalry require the knjght to protect
‘the weak in all circumstances? Surely it was not for him fo weigh the deeds
of men, although the Ancient One does ofttimes make instruments of his ser-
vants. Thus was Arthur caught up in a quandery of thoughts, with nought but



his own mind to guide him, when suddenly he heard his Angel spesk soffly
within him, telling him that o rescue the maiden would mean the forfeiture
of his rightful kingdom. Arthur hesitated no longer, but with fears in his
eyes he turned his back on the bloody scene, a still calmness at the center
of his being dispelling any Iingering doubts.

5. Now was Arthur well assured of his destiny, for the eyes of his spirit
had plerced the clouds of illusion which beguile the ordinary man. That night
he built himself a blazing fire and awaited the confirmation of the success
which was his due. At midnight the expected messender arrived in the form
of a powerful magician robed in white, his aura clearly visible as a radiant
band of golden light. Arthur bid the man be seated and offered him roasted
meat, which he graciously accepted. For long moments the fwo were silent,
each absorbed in his own thoughts. The magician spoke first, and Arthur was
inmediately caught up into the web of the man's discourse, for his voice
was 2 delicate and soothing as the silver threads woven Into a priceless tapestry.
Together they conversed for long hours over the light of the campfire, dis-
cussing the mysteries of magic, and much was Arthur impressed by the man's
knowledge of the arcane wisdom, a knowledge which seemed to rival that of
Merlin's. Finally did the messenger reveal the purpose of his coming, which
was as Arthur had suspected:

6. "Child of wisdom, rightly have you discerned my.mission, for | come to you
by the power of the Great Ones that you may be given the just reward of your
spiritual attainment. The riches of the world shall be placed at your disposal.
The richest lands of the earth are yours, and a hundred thousand siaves shall you
command, for you have proven yourself through the tests of initiation. You
have only to speak the word and your every desire is fulfiléed. Your will is
supreme in all worlds. The wicked shall be cast info deepest hell while those
who choose to serve you shall forever prosper; thus shall the perfect pattern
of creation manifest on earth by your gracious hands."

7. Now Arthur was overcome by the glamour of the man's words, for he spoke in
‘the manner of the Great One. Was this, then, fo be his destiny, fo rule the
earth as an omnipotent demigod? Arthur could feel the vast energies at his
command, already coursing through esery fiber of his body. He had known and
conquored the power of Tllusion, but this was indeed very real. HMe would be
a sculptor and the world his clay, that the divine archetypes could finally
manifest in the world of matter. And all that failed fo conform to the
archtypes would be destroyed, for was this not the way of evolution? Thus
did Arthur consider the words of the master, and they tasted sweet on his
palate. Yet part of his mind remained aloof and silent, seemingly brooding
over a secret danger, and the more that Arthur rejoiced in his glorious
destinyy the more did that isolated region of Eis'mind impinge upon is
conciousness, until It could no longer be ignored. There was something he
strove to remember, something Merlin said long ago, and it lay just beyond
the horizon of his thoughts. Then the glamour seancd 1o fade a Kit and The
youth was once more at ‘the feet of fifs teacher, infent on understanding the
wisdom which so often escaped Ris comprehension. At onee he understood, as



‘though a flash of lightning illumined for one tirief instant all +hat Merlin

held within his soul, and the words were in Arthur's mouth as he answered the
master deceiver who sat before him:

8. "Fall not into the prison of desires, for the earthly prince with all
his riches and power is a poor man indeed. Strive only to serve your fellow
man with love and humility, and your soul shall find its fulfillment in the
bosom of the Ancient One." The magician appeared for a brief moment in his true
guise as the Dark One, a ferocious snarl upon his face, then vanished. Al-
ready the grey streaks of dawn had appeared in the eastern sky.

9. Now a year had passed since Arthur had first come to the wilderness, and
he waxed exceedingly wearily. The day was a stormy one, for a fierce
blizzard had come in on the tail of the north wind. The youth had made camp
under the shelter of two large boulders, engaged in an unsuccessful attempt to
kindle a fire when suddenly, as if fanned by an astral wind, the fire began to
rage. Into the firelight emerged the body of Merlin, his eyes like two blazing
coals and his normally severe visage bearing a loving smile. And Merlin wrapped
Arthur in his cape, lulling him o sleep with stories of ancient Atlantis, for
his voice was deep and resomant and full of magnetism.

10. For thriteen years more did Merlin keep Arthur hidden, teaching him such
knowledge as befits a future king. The mysteries of the universe did he
open to the youth, the secrets of the Eqyptians and the Chaldeans, the
Persians and the Indians; the laws of natural philosophy and the rudiments
of reading and writing characters of his own and foreign tongues; and other
studies as well, oo numerous to mention. The ways of the fairies and elemen-
tals also did he learn, and he mastered the green ways of nature magic. It
became his habit to steal off into the wood and mingle with its denizens.

11. Now the day arrived when Merlin caused a proclamation to be circulated
throughout the land that all who aspire fo the kingship should assemble at
Avalon, for a great stone had been found, more resembling a perfect crystal,
in which was embedded a golden sword, on which was written in Chaldean, on
one side "take me", and on the ofher "toss me away"; for ever it must be in
the vorld of spirit that once a device has served its purpose, it must

inmediately be discarded, else it becomes a burdon. And on the crystal itself
was inscribed in runes the message: "He who removes this sword from the stooe
shall attain the kingship of Logres, both now and in future times to come'.

For the time of Merlin's rule was drawing fo a close, and the spiritual

progress of Britain could not proceed til a High King sat in the throne at

Avalon. The petty chiefdoms would thus be unified and Merlin, withdrawn into

the secret places of the forest, would come forth only when summoned for advice.

12, Many there were who gathered to attempt the feat, some confidedt of victory,
others more humble in spirit doubting their strengths for the sword was em-
bodded very deeply. The company assembled in the Great Hall for a magnifi-

cent feast, and never were so many valient knights gathercd fogether under

the same roof, all of them finely caperisoned and well armed. There were

foods of every description; great slabs of roasted venison and steaming

puddings, and many caskets of wine o be consumed before the night was through.



Roaring fires warmed the body while good cheer and fellowship warmed the heart
as the light of the sun gave way to the light of a thousand torches, and

pleasant conversation resounded from one end of the hall to the other.

13. Sir Gawain was there, Rls voice sounding above all others, for he had
much to drink and was boasting so that all could hearbhim: "If any has the

strength for fhis adventure it fs 1, who once rode a full three days through the
wildenness, resting not once until | came upon a fire-breathing dragon which
I plerced through the heart with my lance, then finished off with my bare

hands." Few there were who doubted his words, for his strength was as a
mountain and his deeds were of wide renown. Gawain now espied a maiden of

rare beauty, and saying that he must have her, the good knight wended his
way in her direction.

1. Sir Perceval of Wales was also present, the youngest of all the knights
of Logres; his hands were yet white as lilies, for his deeds were few. Only
lately had he ventured forth from the hermitage of his mother in the depths
of the virgin forest, where he had been sheltered from all worldly infleence.

He spoke softly, and few there were who gave him ear:"|f someone was able to
plunge that sword into the stone, then I, if the gods be willing, shall

certainly succeed in removing it. My mother once told me that a lad can :

accomplish most any feat he sets out fo do.” Perceval now blushed very deeply,

for across the room he espied Sir Gewain engaged in a very unseemly activity with a
young maiden.

15, Nearby, in a dark corner, sat one whom none failed to notice, Sir

Galahad, the peerless knight, whose performance at the tournaments was
known across the land, add whose chivalry and good conduct were without

peer. Compassionate to the highest degree, he was yet firm and unyeilding

when justice was at stake. He spoke very little that night, but on one occasion

was heard to say: "I fear it is useless for me fo attempt tomorrow's feat,

for | am no king, such is not my destiny; yet | shall serve to my fullest

capacity whoever the future king shall be

16, Many other renowned knights were also at the feast, Sir Lancelot of the

Lake, Sir Boris and Sir Hector, and5Sir Owad the Bastard, whose cleverness

was famed throughout Logres. And all the vast company feasted and made

merry info the early morning hours, until weariness overcame each one in turn, and t

courtyard was filled with knights stretched out upon a thousand woolen blan-

kets which Merlin had ordered for their comfort. At dawn the trumpets

sounded, for the time had arrived, and the knights began fo gather at the

gilded pavilion by the sea, where the event was fo take place.

17. Merlin called the knights fo order, then bid those who dared fo come for-

ward. The first to make aftempt was Sir Hector, who stepped boldly onto the

platform. But before he could grasp the hilt, an invisible force, like a

great wind, propelled him off the pavilion, and sent him sprawling In fhe

sand, dazed. Next came Gawain, who put his hand 1o the hilt and immediately

received a grievous shock. Next Galahad stepped forward, successfully

laying his hand upon the hilt, buf try as he miaht, he sword would not budqe.

Many others also attempted the feat til every last knight had tried his

strength, yet the sword and thesstone remained wedded. On this occasion there

descended from the northern sea a heavy blanket of mist, shrouding the

pavilion in an electric atmosphere of enchantment. Out of the mists, upon

the foam of the billowing waves, appeared a lonq, dark barge, which glided

silently over the waters until it rested upon the sandy shore. There emorged



@ noble youlh, caparisoncd with the finest armour wrought of pura gold. Upon
his breast was emblazoned the emblem of a bear, and the youth indeed seemed to
resemble this beast of enduring strength. The crowd stepped aside as 1he
youth advanced onto ‘the pavilion, where he drew forth the weapon, though some
claim the sword leaped forth into his hands. The voice of Merlin sounded above
the cheers: "This is Arturo, High King and saviour of Britaln, teacher and
11luninator of his race. Through him shall the hallowed Mysteries of the Holy
Grail be revealed.

18. Soon thereafter Arthur ordered the Table Round to be removed from its'
hidden chamber and placed in the uppermost room of the Great Hall. Some say
a hundred strong men were required for the task, while others attribute the
feat to the magic of Merlin, for the Table was exceedingly heavy, being wrought
of a dark substance resembling ebony. The surface was divided into twelve
sections, each marked by one of the twelve great symbols of the constella—
tions. Inscribed in the very center was the sigil of the sun, of the purest
gold which seemed to glow with an inward light of its own.

19, Around the Table did Arthur establish a spiritual fellowship of worthy
knights, to serve as an earthly focus for the Most Hallowed Mysteries. Al
told there were twelve, including the king, and each was given a seat by one
of the stellar symbols; Arthur by the lion, Gawain by the rem, to Galahad was
assigned the archer, to Perceval the virgin, and to Owad the twins. Together
did they sit as equals, yet diverse were their many ways. On the High Holy
Days did they gather to consume the Mystic Feast of Life. Three of the purest
virgins weee chosen for this occasion, the first bearing a silver platter on
which was laid freshly cooked salmon, the second, a basket containing the
Bread of the Mysteries fashioned in semblance of the Slain God, and the third,
2 golden horn which held the consecrated Solar Wine. With great devotion
did the twelve knights consume the holy feast, invoking the presence of the
Ancient One, liho descended upon the table as a golden light, infusing all
present with the inspiretion of the Spirit. Thus was the Fellowship given the
strength fo continue its work not only in the temporal realm of the kingdom,
but also in the higher realm of the soul.

20. Once, on the most solemn of the Holy Days, that occurring on the fiffeenth
day of the eleventh month, the golden Iight descended as usual upon the fable.
All 3t once the shutters of the Great Hall slammed shut and the forches were
extinguished by an astral wind. And a voice spoke out of the golden |ight,
saying: "Under the veil of earthly things now do you behold the kingdom of spirit,
but henceforth it shall be given to worthy initiates fo witness the most
hallowed mysteries face to face. Rise now, and you will catch a glimpse,
a mere shadow, of what is to come."

21. At this the knights were transported into the spirit world, and all about
them was a white light so blinding that each was truly confused, a veil of
forgetfulness descending upon them. Then did it transpire that out of fhe
light there appeared a palace as of crystal unsurpassed, suffused with the

glow of rose and gold. Suddenly the knights were within the palace, and al|
about were beings of wondrous beauty, A celestial music bathed the soul in



rapturous harmony; the heavenly chords and the magnificent beings were per-
celved as one and the same reality. A great white throne sat in the midst of
the hall, and onethis throne sat a Being of such brilliance that a mortal
would be consumed were he to venture to look upon Him. Instinctively one
knew the Being to be eternally young and radiant, and He encompassed al|
creation with the Love and Wisdom of the Eternal Fountainhead, directed by
‘the Will which brought the solar system into manifestation. And about His
throne were seven angels, eternally rejoicing in the Iife of creation;
they appeared as great spheres of coloured Iight, moving in sweeping
orbits around the throne. The entire vision created a harmonious, symphonic
pattern, and at the center of All there appeared a chalice, or stone,
embedded with the most precious jewels of the universe. Above was suspended
2 lance with a burning point, from which dripped the crimson blood into
the receptacle below. Then did the being upon the great white throne rise,
and faking the chalice into His mighty hands, offered its contents fo the
humble knights, who seemed to bear him speak, saying: "Drink the substance
of the Ancient One; my life is your life, and fogether shall we create a
heaven upon earth."

22, At fhis did the knights seem to descend as rocks from a high tower, so
That they lost all conciousness. After an eternity of sleep they arose from
their chairs, and none were able fo relaté in words what they had seen in the
spirit. It was as if they were struck dumb,. yet their eyes were opened to an
unfathomed dimension of reality.

23. Now it came fo pass at that moment that there came into the room a hermit
robed in black and carrying a staff surmounted by a golden orb. Heebowed silently
fo the king, then spoke: "Prepare yourselves for an adventure, for this evening
marks the commencement of the Quest of the Holy Grail, the conclusion of which
shall cause the waters of the Wasteland to flow once more in their appointed
courses and the Fisher King fo be made whole. Thus shall the dead knight be
reborn, and his marriage to the princess consummated; thus shall the unity of
Nature be made manifest in the hearts of men. Only Arthur shall remain behind, he
who holds the keys to the Kingdom of Logres, guiding the destinies of his
people according to the Eternal Harmonies. Noble knights, be ever observant
and beware, for many pitfalls awalt you upon the path. To begin the Quest and
fail is 2 dire circunstance Indeed.” So saying the hermit departed.

2k, The following morning the Questors set forth, taking neither food nor gold
for their faith was deeply rooted in the Ancient One. King Arthur wept much,
for those nearest to his heart departed, some never to return. Yet Arthur
had achieved in lives long past what the others sought, and all that remained
was a desire to guide his flock along their true path. His heart was empty
of all passion save an overflowing love for the people of his kinqdom, whom
he longed to redeem. And the time shall come, after ages of waiting, that
Arthur shall return, triumphant and shining, fo conauer once again the darkness
of evil that he may lead his race info a new age of glory.

THUS ENDETH THE TH.‘LRD" BRANCH, THE BOOK OF ARTHUR



THE BOOK OF GAWALN

1. Sir Gawain rode forth on the Quest more holdly Lhan any other, wending
his way towards the darkest and wildest parts of the forest. A splendid
sight did he present, in his armour of red with a golden solar cross in-

scribed on his chest. His shield shimmered in the sun, the earth-coloured

pentagram emblazoned on a field of green. Zealous aspiration burned deep
within him, for he knew a great adventure lay ahead, one requiring all his
strength and courage.

2. The trail he chose was narrow and rocky, and before long the forest had

become so thiclk that the sunlight failed to penetrate, causing Gawain to lan-
guish in his saddle with his lance hung low. Yet still he rode on, far into

the night, until a deep weariness fell upon him. Espying a crude hermit's

cell in a hollow, he stayed his horse and called at the door. There answered

an old grey man wearing the robe of an ascetic. Immediately Gawain pushed

past the man and flung himself down before the hearth, where he proceeded to

sleep, snoring very loudly.

3. The next day Gawain awoke with the sun, a renewed strength surging within

hin. The hermit had 2 large pot of gruel steaming on the fire, and Gawain felt

hungry enough to eat it all, but refrained from doing so immediately, offering

these words of explanation: "Sir Holy Man, I do hope I an not intruding, but

being very weary last night, and spylng your abode, I thought to avail myself

of your hospitality. And now I shall have some of that, if you please, for

I an on a ppiritual quest and have neéd of my strengbh.' So saying he 1ifted

the steaming pot with his rough-hewn hands and drained it of the sticky sub-

stance. The hermit regarded him with laughing eyes and then ‘spoke for the

first time: "I an indeed happy to see you, for a more hospitable guest I
have never had. I have need, moreover, of services which only you can render."

Gawaln replied that whatever the man should ask of him would not be enough to

repay the hospitality he had been shown.

L. "Very well then, listen to my story. There was akknight some whiles

back who rode through these parts, much like you in many respects, strong and

courageous. Yet he had not your heart, but rather did much mischief thpough-

out the land, killing and maiming innocent people. Now it just so happened

that he dropped dead while riding past my abode, for his sins were grievous .

and the Ancient One could no longer télerate such brutality. Nevertheless I

gave him a decent burial, placing his mortal remains In a fine and spacious

crypt. But the knight refused to die completely, being so closely tled to the

petty ways of the world, and at night he haunts me from his grave. Now there

is little chance of silencing this knlght unless one can match his strength,
and even then he that conquers him must wleld a perfect sword made by his own

hands. No one else is capable of such a feat, o yous,Gawain, must see this

adventure through."



5.~ Gawain replied that he would be heppy to oblige, and proceeded to bulld
In a clearing a primitive forge, where he began to fashion the sword. At-such
times as this Gawain felt closest to the Supreme Source of Life. for he was
assisting the Ancient One in the creation of perfect order out of the chaos of
the earth. He sung ballads as he worked, the swhat pouring from his brow, for
2 portion of his own Spirit was infused Into that sword. Finished at last,
Gawaln descended, with the sun at its highest point, into the murky depths of
the tomb. Immediately he entered the door slammed shut, and the dead knight
appeared in the gufse of a hideous ghost, his body twisted by monstrous defor-
mities which were the visible marks of his earthly sins. Its mocking voice-
reverberated from the depths of Gawain's soul.

6. MWoe be to fools, and death to those who dare set foot in my grave. In
me is all that is basest in your nature, and the evil shall surely triumph over
the good!" Gawaln knew nothing of what the voice had spoken, onlyythat the
ghost must be slain, and that the newly-forged sword alone was equal to the
task. Raising the waapon high over his head, Gawain brought it down in one
nighty arc, amidst wild screams and shrieks of pain; then did the ghost vanish
completely, while the tomb's door swung open wide. Gmvain emerged victorious
into the bright sunlight, where he was met by the hermit, who spoke thus: *"Ga-
wain, you have proven your strength and courage, and it is these which shall
lead you on to the vision of the Grail. And for you shall the vision be made
manifest, even unto the sphere of earth." The knight knew not what to answer,
but merely muttered that the Quest awaited him, saddled his horse, and rode off.

7. Gawain travelled on through the woods far into the afternoon, till he
came to a glittering castle of glass which rested upon a hill, and it appeared
ephemeral, like a rosy cloud of dawn. The knight would have ridden on, had he
not seen a raging giant ride form the castle, a shrieking maiden flung over his
shoulders, by her appearance a princess of very noble lineage. Gawain's sense
of justice was at once aroused; lowering his visor and his lance, he galloped
towards the giant, taking him by surprise, and knocking him to the ground. The
princess, alas, fell also, right onto the head of the giant (which cracked open).
Gawain was much distressed by this turn of ements, and lifting the maiden onto
his horsé's mane, he apologized profusely, but she cut him off with these words:

8. "Sir, it is I who should be offering my thanis to you, for if you had not
come when you did, I should surely have been ravished by that miserable giant.
Now I would most gladly offer you the hospitality of my castle, but the flaming
sword which guards the gates would never permit you entrance. If you wish,
hovever, I should be most willing to lay with you throughout the night." Now
Gawain wished not to offend the good lady, who should gain much satisfaction
from such a meeting. He himself, moreover, should emerge revitalized, that the
Quest fall not through lack of vikal force. Thus did he consent, dedicating
his act to the Almighty Sustainer and Crealor of the unlverse. The princess
seemed exceedingly fair drenched in the silvery moonlight, and many rare de-
lights did she show the knight as they lay upon his woarse saddle linen beneath
the flaming castle.

9. The next morning, while the princess slept, Gawain prepared to depart.

His efforts to retrieve the maddle cloth without awakening her proved a dismal
failure, however, and she sat up with a start, speaking this gracious farewell;
Noble knight, know that I shall be eternally grateful for the mercy you have
shown me. Know also that you shall achieve-the Quest in the end, but first
must you traverse the valley of despair; only then will you emerge into the

light." Gawain was much assured by her words, and squeezed her hand tightly



light." Gawaln was much assured by her words, and aqueezad her hand tightly
before setting offionce more into the woods.

10. For seven days and seven nights did he travel, the woods becoming denser
and darker. Not once did he pass a human habitation, for this was virgin forest
never before seen by mortal eyes. At length he came upon a crystal stream where
the waters were cool and refreshing. The dreary darkness of the wood had sapped
avay much of the knight's strength, and the waters held promise of great vitality.
So considering, Gawain removed his armour and sank into the cooling depths, bub
no_sooner had he done so than a mighty current arose which swept him away from
horse and armour into regions unknown. For all his strength was the good knoght
unable to check his movement, though he was sorely distressed lest he be over—
come by water-sprites and drowned.

11. Presently the knight was aware of heing drawn into 2 gaping cavern, seem-
ingly an entrance to the Underworld. Now with all his heart did Gawain love
the earth, his mother; the wind and rain ofttimes spoke to him, and never did he
fail to answer, But the murky depths of the Underworld offerred him no solace,
and he was fearful lest the demons attack and devour him. He was plunged fin-
ally into utmost darkness, and the rushing stream turned still and torpid.
ALl about was silence but for the echoes of dripping water, and he was knee-
deep in a slimy morass. Without guidance or direction did Gawain commence a
sightless trek through the putrid, vaporous waters. He was sunk in the dédpest
despair, yet haew if he but walk far enough he should emerge into the light
once more.

12. And so he continued, cold and hungry, his limbs sore with weariness, un-
til he felt he could go no farther, when suddenly he emerged into a luminous
mist. All about him was the wide expanse of the stagnant lake, and on either
side there pose lofty and treacherous mountains, their heights guarded by
viclous demons. It was a sight most dismal to behold, a land shrouded in a
perpetual mist, with neither the felicity of the sun nor the green growth of
Gawain's beloved earth. But straight ahead there lay a sight more dishearten-
ing than all the rest, for the stream turned suddenly Lreacherous, the water
collecting into pools of stagnant scum. between which mighty currents played
over sharp-edged rocks. At thls Gawain's courage began to falter, for he knew *
he must Lake the path whith lay before him. yet the perils to be overcome were
S0 fraught with danger that death could be the only outcome.

13. It now happened, because doubt had taken dominfon of Gawaln's heart, that
a vast concourse of demons from the bordering helghts swooped down upon him,
driving him on to his certain doom. Desperately did the knight battle the dead-
ly currents; the boiling waters scorched his skin, yet seemed to cleanse him
thoroughly, painfully drawing from him all impuritles. Valiantly did he push
on, till it seemed he could go no farther; his will was nearly,broken. and all
appeared to be lost. Then it transpired that Gawsin summoned his remalning
strength and called upon his creator: "Mighty Architect of all creation, my
strength is nought compared with yours; I beseech your ald and succour, for
I have travelled long in search of your holy mysteries, suffering much as a
brave and loyal knight; my soul shall surely perish now, amongst the evil
dominions of Death, unless Your mighty hand be lifted in favour of Your humble
servant.



. Upon the utterance of this prayer did the vault of the Underworld open
wide and the 1ight of the heavens illumine all that lay there about. And
in the midst of the light there appeared a glowing hand, immediately dispelling
the evil forces which scught the knight's destruction. The light enveloped
Gawain, imparting the fortitude and courage needed to complete the Quest. Soon
thereafter Gawain reached the end of the waters, and stepping ashore he felt
suddenly as light as a butterfly. He emerged into a land of indescribable
beauty, a place of lush, green meadous, of silvery streams lined by traceries
of weeping willows and many-hued flowers. The sunlight was soft and golden,
the winds cool and refreshing, fragrant with the scent of many blossoms. Gawaln
was ecstatic with jJoy, and fell to his knees in sheer gratitude to his creator
for his happy deliverance.

15. Through these regions did he traverse, meeting with many strange adventures.
On one occasion he reached a clear blue lake, too deep to be crossed, till a
swan maiden offerred him passage upon her back if he but grant one small taken
of thanks of her own choosing. Gawaln, being much needful of her services,
granted the boon. Boldly, then, did the malden request the reddish lock of halr
which brushed across the knight's forehead. Now Gawain held great faith in the
magical virtues of this lock, and felt much aggrieved over Its loss. but such
is the cost of knighthood. Gawain leaped gayly onto the maiden's back, almost
completely submerging her, and they glided off. The day was clear and sparkling,
the waters blue and calm, and as they travelled the maiden sang a lulling melody
which sounded like tinkling silver bells. Gawain felt his heart now truly at
peace for the first time in many years, for his soul was at one with all nature
and his affection for the beautiful swan maiden was like a well deep and pure.
Drowsiness soon overcame him and he fell fast asleep across the soft, white and
feathery back.

16. The knight had a rude awakening » for suddenly the calm water turned choppy,
and Gawain noted that it was a lake no longer, but rather a vast, grey sea. In
the distance there loomed a gargantuan castle, dark storm clouds racing past
its towering spires. Drawing nearer, Gawaln seemed to hear the sound of women
wailing and discerned on the beach the outline of a raised bier. Yet Gawain
saw no more, for the swan maiden turned away from the castle and entered an
estuary overhung by a continuous arbour from which dangled succulent grapes.
The knight felt that these grapes alone should sustain his body forever, so
heavenly was their taste. After s long while the river ended in the midst of a
flovering clearing, surrounded by high hedges, and at the center of it all stood
a temple. Now the sacred enclosure was really nothing more than a mound of
earth blanketed by green moss, a single door opening onto a stone altar which
held two silver candlesticks and four ancient daggers upon a cloth of red samite.

17. Gawain marvelled much that a temple should resemble a mound of earth. and
be placed so far from any human habitaticn. Pat by now he was weary, and So
stretched comfortably upon the conch be found wattina for him in the damp, dark
recess behind the altar. The knight invoked the protection of his Angel and
fell into a deep, unquarded slumber. It was spparently nioht when he awoke, for
the temple waw shrouded in darkness. save the twn lighted tapers upon the altar,



A howllng wind had arisen, b2ing that which had awakened the knight, and
presently the light of the candles was extinguished. The wind ceased abruptly
and the temple plunged into a deadly silence which betolened the commencement
of a terrible adventure. Gawaln lay as If transfixed, his heart heavy wilh
unreasoned Lerror, as a_alowing hand appenred at the altar, areat and hairy
like that of a heast. Then did the air thunder with volces of lamentation as
the hand 1ifted the first dagger. yet still Gawain moved not. One volce
sounded above all Lhe others, saying: "Know that mortal men are but fools who
presume to plerce the secrets of heaven; their lot shall ever be death and
destruction. It is now too late to turn back: stay and face your doom."

18. The hand made towards Gawain, who summoned every vestige of will in
his being into his right hand hand and traced the solar cross over his breast.
This seemed to breal the spell, for Gavain was now able to spring from the
couch and snatch from the altar the second dagger. With this weapon the knight
once more traced the solar cross, while invoking the power of the Ancient One.
At this the hand recoiled and vanished, and the voices of lamentation ceased.
Te ensuing silence was dangerous, like the overly taut string of a lyre that
Is about to break; the perilous safety was maintained only by Gawain's will of
iron, for he knew if his will should weaken for but a moment the hand would
emerge from the darkness and stab him in the heart.

19. For what seemed 1ike many hours did the bold knight continue the vigil,
till the first colour of dawn showed in the sky. Then did he know the battle
was won, for the hand was but a phantom of the night, while he had emerqed into
the light of a new day, The voice spoke once again: "Sir Knight, you have
passed the last ordeal and proven yourself worthy. Yet before you shall attain
to the final glory, it is necessary thal you find the veil which has been hidden
in this temple, for withour it your Quest is doomed to failure."

20. Long and hard did Gawain search, in every nook and cranny of the temple.
till he found the veil in a hidden niche, wrapped about the image of a beat-
tiful naled woman. Disrobing her, he tied the green silken veil to his arm,
and the vision of the temple began to fade. Yet his desire for the two remain-
ing daggers upon the altar brought the vision into reality once again. and he
hurriedly snatched up the weapons and as an afterthought removed one of the
silver candlesticks. Swiftly he ran out the door amid bitter shouts of condem-
nation, while arrows showered past him, bearly missing their mark.

21. The scene now faded completely, and the knight found himself running
along the shore of a grey-blue sea, cold and forbidding. Presently he came
upon a bier on which lay a dead knight in black armour, mourned by black-veiled
women who wept ceaselessly. Yet one seemed to sorrow more deeply than all the
rest, and at length she spoke: "SIr Knight, long have we awailed one who shall
restore to life, this lifeless prince. Wil have you to offer?" Gavain was
much agrieved that a fellow fmight should suffer such a bitter end, and wished
to offer a memorial; so considering, be placed the silver candlestick upon the
bier and kindled it to life.



22, Once more the woman spoke: "The will to live is the bountiful gift of
the Earth Mother to all her children. I pray that this flame may rekindle the

life-force which even now lies dormant in this knight." Then did Gawain brush
the temple veil over the heads of the mourners, afterwards tossing it into the

sea. Immediately the women ceased to weep, for the knight's body had grown

warn and seemed to glow with an inward light. All about the surrounding

countryside came the rustling whisper of tiny buds pushing their way to the

surface.

23. A youth now approached leading a white stallion which he handed over to.

Gawain, inviting him to make haste to the Castle Corbenic; the horse rode forth
at a gallop, and the knight soon stood within the towering castle walls. A
great feast was in progress, the long, white tables set with every kind of food
imaginable. Gawain was much amazed, for he had never seen so joyous a feast.

A young squire was seated nearby, and the knight made haste to question him:
"What is the occasion of this celebration? And from where has this bounteous ar-
ray of food and wine been garnered? Tell me quickly!" The lad answered incre-

dulously, as though astounded at the knight's ignorance: "Surely you must know
that this is the wedding day of the swan princess and the one who has commenced
the regeneration of the Wasteland. And the food comes of the miraculous power
of the Holy Grail, which gives sustenance to our bodies as well as our souls."

2l Now it was that Gawain fell into a condition of trance, for he knew the
end of his journey was close at hand. Oblivious of the crowd. he made his way
across the courtyard into an adjoining temple, which was of the splendour of
heaven. Precious gems set in delicate. filigrees of gold and silver glimmered
in the 1ight of a thousand candles. which spangled across the temple vault like
the stars in the sky. Massive mosaics girded the walls, depicting scenes so
holy that Gawain wept. And there, upon an altar of pure gold, rested the Cup
of all desires fulfilled: it was as though all precious metals had been com-
bined, yet did it seem to resemble one great diamond; in fact it defied all
description, for it was the essence of the highest glory made manifest on earth.
And Gawaln was filled with every heavenly and material grace. The world had
become to his eyes the celestial abode of the gods.

25. Thus Hidrheapprohch the Holy Cup, and taking it into his hands he drank
of the mystical blood. His body seemed on the verge of translation, yet did he
hold firm. Taking the third dagger he slashed his forearm, the blood flowing
freely onto the altar; now was his Spirit tied irrevocable to the earth. Some
of his own blood he mingled with that in the Cup, which he then replaced upon
the altar.

26. Ten he returned to the courtyard wvhere the wedding had begun. All about
were hung leafy boughs of lvy Intertwined with fragrant roses, lining the path to
where the beautiful swan maiden sat throned upon a seat of flowering vines; and
the radiance of 1ife was wilhin her. For the first. tine then Gavain realized
that this was to be his bride, and he advanced to meet her, while the auests
sang Joyful songs of marriage. At long last he held her, and talking the fourth
dabger he cut her forearm. mingling his blood with hers. All about tas the
sound of reawakening life, and the people rejoiced. till Gawain fell once more

into a state of trance, in which nought else existed save his beloved bride.



27. Gawaln awoke upon his very own stallion, caparisoned once more in his own
armour. Beside him, on a snow-white unicorn, rode the swan-maiden, and the

Knlght knew his experience had been no dream. So, strong and full of vigorous
manhood, Gawain the Victorious made his way towards Avalon, where he should
bestow the gift of life abundant, that others may share in the joy of creation.



THE BOOK, I TERCIVAL

15 Gallantly did Percival set off upon the Quest, his armeur spotless and

white as snow, for it had heen newly forged from virgin steel. Upon his lance
were gay penmants and his stallion was hedecked with coloured ribhons. His

head held 'high, he forged ahead through wood and meadow, caring not of his

direction, for he knew if he but travel far.enough an adventure was.boundeto

come his way. Thus he travelled for:three days, till the weight of sheer ex-

haustion was upon him, forcing him to make camp at the mouth of a sparkling

spring in the midst of a flowering meadow. Lmmediately he fell into a deep,

dreamless sleep.

2. Upon awakening the youth was gripped by. a thirst such as he had never

before experienced. He knew not how long he had been sleeping, though it seemed

as days, and Percival sorrowed that he had thus wasted much time which could

otherwise have been spent on the Quest. Yet before departing his thirst de-

manded quenching, so that he put his head full into the water ard drank deeply.

The spring was cool and refreshing, and tasted sweet as honey. Now it happened,

as the youth raised his head ffom the spring, that he saw reflected on the sufa

face of the water the pure white face of a young girl dressed in a flowing

white gown. Yet the reflection was but a shadow of the reality, for the maiden

possessed a beauty of such rare delicacy that Percival knew not when he had last

known such joy. She spoke in a voice as pure as silver, saying, "Percival,

youth of innocence, my lord requests:that you honor him with your noble presence.

for your excellence is renowned throughout the land. Follow my lead. then. and

we shall arrive directly." So saying, she mounted a glistening white stead and

proceeded to wend her way across the meadow. For minutes.Percival stared sheep-

ishly after the maiden, then funped impulsively onto his horse and galtoped off

in pursuit of her.

3. In silence they travelled, through dark weods and sunny meadows, till

they came gpon a wide stream. In the midst of this stream drifted a finely

carved boat, in which theresat a fisherman of noble countenance, though from

the distance he appeared to be pale and in pain. A short distance away was a

ford, and there they crossed the stream. A gentle incline lay before them, and

as they progressed it seemed to Fercival that he was slowly lcosing all contact

with his body, for he began to feel light as a feather. Suddenly a grey, bleak

sea stretched before him, over which there brooded a magnificent castle, and it

was there that Percival was befng led. AJl the while they journeyed the youth

was as a child in tow, for he knew the maiden Lo be an ageni of the Ageless One,

and that as long as he kept faith In his hearl, bie experience should prove to

he a great adventure worthy of the knlghtheed into which he had so tly

been initiated.

b The hall they entered was the mo nificent he had ever seen, {ar

exceeding that of King Arthur's court. iling was vaulted, and seemed to

sparkle with ten thousand brilliant stars. Aleng the walls wers murals depict-

ing many glorious scenes of chivalry. while the floor was lajd out in squares of

polished ebony and lvory. At the cenfer of the hall rested a hanqueb table

engraved with many mystical symhols, now set with a feast of unsurpassed richuess.

At the head of the table sat Percival's host, the {isher whom the youth had so

recently seen; he was adorned in the vestments of kingship. It was now obvious



recently seen; he was adorned In the vestments of kingship. Here It was obvious
that the man suffered great pain, yet did he maintain a countenance of perfect
peace, which seemed to radiate a golden light of rare splendour.

s. Percival stared hard and long at the spectacle, till gestured by the king
to take his place in an ivory chair which was set by the throne of gold. Per-
cival glanced expectantly at the king, but said nothing. nor did he move; his
eyes seemed transfixed on empty space, as though in a state of trance. When
the youth would have questioned the king on the meaning of the affair, he sud-
denly remembered the words of his dear mother, who had admonished him before
leaving her forest hermitage that undue curiosity is not only impolite, but
ofttimes very dangerous as well. |

6. After a long while the great'door at the entnaf-the hall opened as by an
invisible force, and two young maidens made entrance. The first held a lance,
and from the glowing tip of this lance there seemed to drip a steady stream-of
blood. The second maiden carried a dish with which to catch the blood, so that
not one drop was allowed to stain the floor. Again was Percival tempted to
query his host concerning what he had witnessed, and again did he keep silent,
remembering the words of his mother. The two maidens passed close by the table,
s0 that Percival could clearly see the glistening crimson drops, then crossed
the velled threshold into a secret soom. A young lad now entered the hall,
holding forth a dish of silver inleid with all manner of precious stones. Once
more Percival falled to ask concerning what his eyes beheld, and the lad follow-
ed the maidens into the mysterious room. A knight in red armour next passed by
the table, carrying a cushion on which rested a magnificent glowing sword of
white metal, which Percival admired greatly; and the knight!boo passed into the
veiled room. Yet these three wonders paled before that which now entered the
hall. It was carried In the hands of a serene, ageless woman, wearing a shimmer-
ing, flowing gown of the finest black silk. Her face was all aglow with a ra-
dient, angelic smile, and her gait was slew and rhythnic. Her marvel seemed to
be a cup encrusted with brilliant jewels, though they were not really jewels, nor
was the object a cup in the truest sense. In its Presence was Percivalls mind
confused and unable to comprehend what his eyes perceived, for it was as though
he saw the object not through the eyes of flesh, but directly throuch the eyes
of spirit. So enraptured did Persival remain that he did not even think to ask
of the mysterious vessel, till it passed from his sight into the room, thus
breaking the spell. Only then did Percival, completely oblivious of his mother's
varning, break the silence, "Sir, I }just now saw a bleeding lance. a silver
dish, a glowing sword and what seemed to be a cup of the gods, and all four were
carried past this table into a mysterfcus room; now tell me. if you can, who it
is that sits in the room walting to receive these marvels."

7. At these words the face cf the lking seemed suddenly to lighten and the
lines of pain all but disappeared; yet when he tried Lo rise he could not, but
appeared to be rivetdd te the throne. Finally he spoke. in reply to Percival's
question, "As you have asked, so shall 1 answer. It s my grandfather who awaits
the coming of the marvels, as he has done for forty years past, and in all this
time he has never seen the light of the sun, nor has he tasted of mortal foods,
for he receives his sustenance from the contents of the hallowed Cup which you
have but recently seen with your own ayes.'



8. Percival wondered much at these mysterious words and wished the king to

continue his discourse, but the feast began that very moment. The foods vere

of rare and exquisite taste, and theiwine tasted sweet on the tongue. Singlng

ninstrels strolled about the hall, delighting the ear with poems of high adven-

ture and courtly love. A troupe of actors now entered the hall and proceeded

to perform a play whibh greatly puzzled the young knight, so that he knew not

whether to laugh or cry. The youth had moreover consumed a vast quantity of

wine, and the pall of sleep was beginning to fall upon him.

9. The play began with the entrance of a young king, who boasted of hism

many expleits. Next a wildman stormed onto the stage and commenced combat with

the king, finally killing him by beating him upon the crown with a club. Next

there entered a queen, who burst into loud shrieks of lamentation on seeing her

husband dead before her. Weeping, she laid a black shroud upon his body. A

fool now took charge, crying that he was a mighty physicdan who could cure all

disease and even bring the dead back, to life. He then proceeded to perform over

the king an ohscure magical operation, done within the bounds of a large penta-

gran which Percival observed for the first time. Mysterious objects were pro-

duced and passed over the shrouded body, while the fool muttered strange words

of incantation which induced in Percival a state of trance, so he knew not

whether he was asleep or awake. Now it Seemed to the youth. though he could not

be sure, that the king arose, yet it was not the king at all but a mighty lion,

and where the queen had stood there now appeared an eagle. The two beasts

seemed to merge, and from them was produced a child of resplendent beuaty who

held in his hands a stone vessel from which poured forth a stream of water, pure

and sparkling. Percival was exceedingly desirous to taste of these waters, yet

he found it impossible to remove himself from his seat. After this he was aware

of nothing more, for he was submerged into the depths of a deep anddeathlike

sleep.

I

10. When he awcke the great hall was empty and quiet. For a moment the youth

was overcome with the desire to part’the veil of the mysterious room and thereby

discover Its secret, yet his mother's well-remembered admonition proved suffi-

cient to check his curiosity. For a long while he sat in silence, on the chance

that his royal host might return. At length he decided he was no longer welcome

at the castle, and proceeded to leave by the same door through which he had

entered, crossing the drawbridge andiheading for the forest. Not a sdditary

soul did he encounter with whom he might converse on the secrets of the Fisher

King's domain. Upon reaching the woods Percival glanced over his shoulders to

catch one last glimpse of the castle, and he was areatly amazed to see that the

fortress had vanished. Already it seemed to Percival that the previous evening

wvas but a dream, for his memorles had become hazy and unreal. Indeed, the pur-

pose of the Quest itself was beginning to fade from the yomth's mind, yet he

knew the time to cease his wanderings had not arrived; so he contlinued.

11, Having travelled but a shortdist inte the fovest, Fercival was

suddenly arrested by a shrill scream, which he immediately recognized as the

plea of a damsel in distress. Spurring his horse enward, the youth came upon

a clearing where he witnessed what he ~onstrued to be the ravishing of a falr

maiden by a black knight who possessed but one eye in the center of his fore-

head. Percival had heard tales of such wndeemly crimes from his fellow knights

of the Round Table. Thus without a moment's thoudht, Percival lovered his!lance

and charged the scoundrel, piercing him in the eye. The black lknight (who was

also a giant) unleashed a scream that reverherated from distant mountains as he

fell firom his horse, striking the ground with a thunderous crash.



12. Perclval now sood in great uncerlainty regarding his next move, for the
code of chivalry placed the maiden entirely ab his own disposal, and he had mot
the faintest notfon what to do with her. At length he remembered the words of
his mother, who had once advised him to obtain the ring of a maiden whenever
the opportunity arose. Much heartened by this remembered advice, the youth ad-
vanced upon the damsel and attempted to wrench the ring from her finger; but
she, far from being frightened, seemed greatly amused as she widthicew.ihc;(i
her hand and addressed her rescuer: "Sir, though you do not recognize me, I have
known you from the time of your birth. Since that moment I have watched over you,
being ever mindful of your welfare. Ofttimes I have warned you of danger, though
you heeded me not. I know well thatithis very day has seen your departure from
the castle of the Fisher King; and by failing to discover who and what is the
Grall, through lacking the initiative to ask concerning the SecretName:of-the
Ancient One, have you failed the Holy Quest. Yet did you ask concerning the
mysterious room, and thus you shall be given a final opportunity. But heed my
word, Percival, the Gates shall open'but once, and then only briefly. My fing
should curse you in this adventure; I entreat you to take rather my sword,
which was intended for you alone on the occasion it was forged.,"

13. The maiden held forth an anclent sword of rare craftsmanship, suffering
only the defect of being neatly severed in two.. Percival was greatly perplemed
by the words of the maiden, and he failed to understand how the broken sword
could ever be of service to him. With much effort he finally spoke: "Noble
lady, I know you indeed as a friend, and though much of what you say greatly
confuses me, I have enough wit to realize the perilous condition my recent
fallure has placed me in. But please tell me, if you can, how I shall know the
time of the opening of the Gate, and of what use I am to make of a broken sword,"
For a moment the malden looked deeply into Percivalls innocent eyes. then she
spoke to him in silence, trying to explain to him the Reality which he faced, but
it seemed as though a vast barrier stood between the two souls. Once more she
spoke: "Percival, if you wish to succeed in the Quest, you must first climb
Monsalvat, where you shall suffer many hardships. Then, at the time of your
greatest peril, the Gate shall open wide. You must not hesitate, but enter imme-
diately. Then shall you meet the Guardian, and to slay this monster you must
use the sword I have given you. If you be pure of heart, the two pleces shall
weld into one and victory is assured.! Now go quickly, for your time is running
short." H

1. The youth spirited himself into the woods without another moment's hesi-
tation, for he was greatly encouraged by the words of the maiden. Not until he
had travelled half a league did he reallze his ignorance concerning the direc-
tion of Monsalvat. He would have returned to the malden In the clearing, but
the forest had grown thick about him so that he did not know the way. In bleak
despair, Percival threw himself onto the forest floor and wept. When he had
no more tears to shed, the youth set forth once more on his way, though his mind
had become foggy with weariness and he remembered not In what wise the maiden
had counselled him.

15. Thus he trudged on, weary and confused, never parting with the severad
sword he kept in his satchel. AL nighl he camped under the stars and for sue-
tenance ate of the many wild fruits and nuts he fownd alona the path. Neither
man nor human dwelling did he encounter for the span of seven years, till one
day he chanced upon an ivy-covered ccttage set in the midst of a parden of
scarlet roses. Now the youth had grown lonely in his travels and sorely desired
the companfonship of other souls, so he dismounted and began knocking at. -
the door. Almost at once there answered a maiden of such unsurpassed beauty



that Percival became entranced, held'spellbound by the depths of her deep blue
eyes. i

16. Percival at once loved the girl, and knew it was his destiny to remain
with her always. She accepted him eagerly, with all the devotlon of her
heart. Seelng that the youth was hungry, she sat him down at her table and
served him an assortment of fruits, vegetables, meats and strong wines, for
wvhich he thanked her profusely. He reached first for the meat and wins, when
suddenly he saw before his mind's eye the maiden In the clearing admonishing
hin to live purely. Percival then realized he must eat only frult and vege-
tables lest he become unworthy of the Vision, though he remembered no longer
the meaning of his Quest. !

17, Nightfall found Percival burdened with weariness, and he was much re-
Lieved when the maiden announced it was time for bed. She removed her gown of
silvery silk, causing Percival's heart to stir with passion. and he was on the
verge of laying himself down beside her when he. once more experienced the vision
of the maiden in the clearing, who admonished him to remain pure. His heart
heavy with sorrow, Percival lay upon the cold floor mext to the bed and there
he slept.

18. Percival arose before dawn and departed, not once looking back at the cottage,
for to have done so would surely have placed the youth once more under the
woman's enchantment, forcing him to marry her. Thus he continued to plod
through the desolate forest, alone but for the small animals which scurried
across his path. After many wearisome days the youth emerged from the forest
and entered upon a blasted heath, black and dreary, shrouded by a mist through
hich the sun was unable to penetrate. Yet he continued undauntedly, though he
knew not what lay at his journey's end.

19. For a fortnight Percival say nought but that deadly charred landscape,
till the morning of the fifteenth day the sun once more shot forth her glorious
rays and the youth could just perceive in the far distance a mountain whose
summit reached to the clouds. Much heartened, the knight made haste, reaching
his goal by sundown. He camped that night at. the foot of the mount and the
next morning began to climb, eating nought but the berries which grew along
the way. The ascent was exceedingly steep and the rocks sharp; before long,
Percival was bleeding profusely and his clothes were ripped to shreds, exposing
his body to creul blasts of icy wind that seemed to tear at the very founda-
tions of the mount. !

20 So strained was Percival by his effort that he hardly noticed reaching
the summit. Suddenly there loomed before him a gate which seemed Lo be wrought
of pure rainbow, dazzling In its irridescent splendour. Yet beyond the portal
there yawned a gaping cavern which bespoke of nmmentionshle horrors. A prayer
upon his 1lips, Percival leapt across the Lhreshold and into the murhy darkness,
where he stood face to face with a monster more hideous than mere mortal mind
could devise. Suddenly he knew the truth: the creature was no more than the



Impurity of his own soul. Firmly he advanced, drawing his sword, and lo! {t wassevered no longer, but had heen made whole through the devotion and courageof the young knight. The monster shrieked aloud as the sword plerced its heart.and Percival cried out also; then the creature changed its aspect and scemed toenter into the very soul of the knight.

21, A blinding white 1ight now enveloped the youth, a hrilliant ocean oflove, and his heart opened unto a vision more alorious than words could everrelate, and it spoke to him. saying: "I am the Grail; I am in you and evermoreyou shall rest in me." He knew perféct bliss in a moment Lhat was eternity.until all seeing and feeling ceased--and Percival was no more.

THUS ENDETH THE FIFTH! BRANCH, THE BOOK OF FERCLVAL



BOOR_CF THE RETURN OF ARTHUR

1. As I strode atop the sacred mount, a vision did I behold. The vault of

the heavens opened unto mine eyes, and there poured forth 1living streams of

light onto the earth. Closer did I peer, and the mighty constellations were

beheld as the source of these streams, and joyous strains of music heralded

the birthcof the sun, which showed itself robed glorious in the golden light

of kingliness. Then didst the Lion become mighty, and he began to roar. "I

am the Lord of Creation. Take heed, for in the words of my mouth shall the sons

of man find 1ife abundant." Thus was I translated into realms ethereal, where

nought existed but a crystal fountain where ever and anon there poured forth

the waters of life. And therein did I find the fulfillment of the eternal strug-

gle, and peace profound.

2. Yet all of a suddén black clouds darkened the sky, and the firmament was

filled with brilliant lightening and deafening claps of thunder. fnd out of the
fountain emerged a mighty bear, born of the loins of the Lion. I watched him
descend unto the earth amidst triumphant banners, and thus I saw him to be a

man, bearing an invincible flaming sword. Upon his head was a crown, and on

the crown were emblazoned the words, "I am Arthur, lord and savior of my race:

I come forth in triumph to conquer the minions of darkness."

3. And the nations of the earth were even then in the throes of a mighty

conflict. Chaos reared its hideous head to devour all who professed the wisdom

of the Creative Word; yea, even the mighty lords of light who would seek to

smash the head of Chaos were in peril. Mighty fortresses did these lords raise

in the barren places of the earth, wherein they might defend the holy founda-

tions of Cosmos through all the eons of time.

' Yet did the masses labour in the flelds, by their toil bringing forth

the fruit of the earth; they knew nought of the impending doom, which should

sweep avay thelr villages into the depths of the sea, in preparation for the

descent of the New City.

s, Then from the caverns of mytsoul did the Lion roar, and London was

transformed into a city of golden spires and crystal domes. And at the center
of the city there rose a Maypole, piercing the very clouds. With flowers and
ribbons was it decked, and garlanded youths made a merry dance round abolit it.
There was great feasting, and wine in abundance, and freedom was proclaimed

from every tower, And in the midst of the city there rose a palace, which

seemed to extend into the four quarters of the universe; and in the central hall

thereof was set a throne, empty. At once I knew this to be the seat of Arthur.

6. Then did my soul seem to depart from the city, and I saw a mighty flood
of fire rise from the north, to engulf the countryside. Great desolation was
thereby unleashed upon the land, vhich became forthwith waste and harren, and



the people thereof were made to suffer much pain. Then was the earth shaken as
by a mighty quake, and there arose from an ancient mound a man dark as a moun—
tian, who seemed to breathe the very fire which engulfed him. And I knew at
once that Merlin the Magician had awakened from slumber at the command of his
monarch.

7. And from the east there appeared a golden chariot, for thus had Arthur
chosen to enter the field of battle. Then was Merlin by his side. and together
they rode northward, unto the very source of flery flood.

8. Of the battle I witnessed little may be told, for it seemed as though
forces great and incomprehensible, rlocked in fierce combat for ages without
measure, did loosen the very foundations of the universe. Eternal, thought I,
should be this titanic struggle, yet as suddenly as it had commenced did the
battle end, and the flaming deluge roll back into the primeval depths of Chaos.
Then did the sun show forth high in the heavens, and the land was reformed as
by the hands of an artist into a divine order of perfect beauty. And London,
which throughout the struggle had remained untouched, now opened wide its gabes
unto the conquering champions. Myriad bells seemed everywhere to chime, and a
million voices were ralsed in gladsom pralse. And valiant King ATthur, in robes
of splendour and glory, took his seat upon the throne, and through him was mediat-
ed the resplendent light of the Lion, filling the kingdom with peace profound.

‘THUS ENDETH THE VISION.



SONGS OF THE SOLAR LU30S

2l Invocation of the Lion

Open wide the gates!

Descend from Thy golden throne, O conquering lion of the solar disc, and
illunine our hearts.

Thy glories stream from the crystal fountain
in the secret garden

by the eternal sea

where the castle stands firm upon Thy foundation--
the waters pour forth In three-fold splendour from Thy mouth,
and the flowers upon the path guide our steps--
all is fragrant with the breath of life!
We adore Thee, source of allj

we long to approach the sacred courtyard
where the mystical marriage shall be consummated,
the marriage of the Knight and His bride--
then shall earth and heaven be one;
in all the worlds is Thy will supreme,
crowned and conquering lion of creation--
we approach You In sacred glens.

in vales verdent with the garment of Your splendours
transported we are through the cates and into the city.
the domes and spires dimly seen--
but the crystal fountain flows forth
and we are born into Thy presence--
time the destroyer is itself destroyed;
our souls seek solace in the power of the Source.

2. Hall, Prince of Life!

The Spirit of Nature we adore,
that through the wisdom of heaven the earth should become the splendid garment

of the lion;

and the conquering Knight shall ride upon the lion through the gates of the City,
into the sacred enclosure

and all shall hail the Prince of Life
with blossoms strewn before Him
and laurels upon our heads;
we shout forth in purlly the trineph of Jove,
in rohes of white, our faces aglow with the fuorce of life which permeates

our souls;

all is 1ife, all is one, all is life made manifest;
we rest in the glade by the ever—flowing stream.
and Nature echoes the joy of creaticn
till we set forth to distant stars of trial and tribulation.



3. Song of Creation

Unknown and unreachable is the Mind of the Solar Logos,

yet manifest in every line and curvature of Nature, revealed to His creation;

the earth rises to the heavens,

and man reaches out to touch the seul of the universe,

in sure knowledge that he thereby touches his inmost self;

first we are conscious, hy the laws of manifestation 1imited--

then arises the impulse to create, and a part of ourselves do we project Into
our field of consciousness;

finally there arises knowledge, as we comprehend the nature of our creations.
Then is our consciousness expanded, and the process begins anew;
yet is the whole but a dim reflection of the reality of the Solar Logos,
Whose very being consists of the perfect consclousness of creative knowledge,
expressed through the infinite ramifications of His seven-fold nature.

I Lord of Life

From the ashes of the bier, with the consecrated blood of our belngs combined,
arises the creative Lord of Life.

A lion on earth, He bounds 'twixt the fertile plains and virgin forests,
implanting in all He touches the seed of life.

Vast is His countenance, spanning the realms of earth and underworld,
and imbuing our very souls with the germ of creative inspiration.

Sons of the sun, create in the spirit of joy your patterns of perfections
form the very body of your mother Nature into a temple of divine wisdom, that

the Lord of Life might enter therein;

for the temple shall span the space betueen heaven and earth.

that the divine Will might be manifest throughout all the regions of the universe.

5. Song of the Cosmic Grail

Most ancient and eternal Cosnic Grail.
which was ere man set foot upon the earth,

ere the lion willed the worlds to be, yea, ere the very foundations of the

universe were laid;

our souls are ever enveloped by the perfect pattern of your being.

Ve breathe and move by the light of your existens
incomprehensible, without beginning nor end, our goals are set upon the path

of destiny

woven upon the loom of time and space by your unseen hands.

We seck the centre, the unkmown source of power which alone shall 1ift us unto

the heights of transcendent reality,
that we may comprehend the skeins of vour universal fabric;

and 1f such be our destiny, grant. that it may be so.



6. Hall the Mystic Light!

Behold! sons and daughters of heaven,

hail the mystic light transcendent.

We gather upon the Mount of Illumination,

betwlxt the anclent pillars,

and enter into the sacred vault.

Unravel the Mysteries, My children, in the light of my eyes.
The grove of gnarled oaks stands awaiting
in the setting sun.

The birds sing hymns of praise, ascending unto My royal throne.
Seek ¥e alone, oh mortals, in grove or temple.
I shall lead thee on the celestial path.

Adore the jewels of the heavens, seel the depths of the earth.
Penetrate where it is forbidden, by the crystal castle named Sol Invictus.
I shall be there, at the end, and naught else,
to receive you into the uncreated fields of light.

7. Invocation to the Sun

First origin of my origin, breath of my soul;
Thou %ho art the fire of my Spirit and the true water of my heart.
Who in the first beginning didst fashion my earthly body hy a glorious arm and

an immortal right hand in a world which shines throughout.,
a world which is animate by the grace of Your life-giving powers.
1If it be Your Will to restore me to eternal birth,
according to the nature which underlies me,

since it is beyond my mortal power to meet the golden beams of everlasting light,
1ift me unto Thy radiant throne that I may attaln union with Your perfect essence.
Be still, mortal nature, and be thou transformed by the mighty blessings of

divine {llumination.

THUS ENDETH THE SEVENTH HRANCH, THE SONGS OF THE SOLAR LOGOS



FCORMS AND PRACTICES

Calmness Mantra:

L ¥ill remain calm. Calmess is the essence of my Spirit. I move Hrwuyis

the warld, yet the world touches me not, for my Spirit rests at peacc in
Tealns of Light. I am that Spirlt, calm and peaceful in the unily of all
iving things.

Fear Mantra:

wreL

1 mest not fear, for fear is the germ that weakens the soul. I will meet

@ fear face to face, and thus shall it cesse to exist. For it is but a

phantom, and though it assault me from all sides, yet shall my Spirit remain
flrm and detached. For I am a child of Light, and fear touches me not.

Credo:

I belleve in the power of the Cosmic Grall, which is eternal, all-prevading,
and without formj I believe in the Quest for reality which leads unto the
four Grails of manifestation, through which we become perfected In bedy, mind
1end soul; T believe in the transforming fellowship with our Lord and Creator,

the Solar Logos, whose essence Is contained within the Cosmic Grail.

I believe in the perfect sacrifice of the Knight, who is the Solar Logos
confined within the worlds of form, imprisoned and shackled by our failure to

acknowledge him as our brother; I confess that through the power of the r(niaht
was Death dealt a grievous wound, though he endured defeat that all humanity

might be washed clean by the tears of his beloved bride, whe yet mourns by the
funeral bler upon the Sea of Eternal Weeping.

I belleve in the power and wisdom of Merlin, who lies within his grave awalt-

ing the day of resurrectionj in Arthur, king of Britain, who shall return

frem fvalon in his mystic borge to serve as gulde and savieur of his people

in their tine of grestest peril; in Gawaln, periest knight of the earth, by
vhom the sacred marrlage was consummated; in Perceval, the great fool who
achieved the final vision; and in all the lnights of the Table Round who seught

the Holy Grail; I believe in the reality of the enchantment which descended
through the blindness and ignorance of humanity, and of the 1ifting of the
enchantment in the day when Merlln, the mighty priest-king of the sun, shall

arise; and In the resurrection of the Knight within each of our souls, and the
1ifting of the pover which binds us to the enchantments; and in the final
descent of the New City, whidh shall manifect cut of the purity of cur beings.

And I believe in the Hidden Church of the Holy Grall, which has ever kept zlive
the fires of the Divine Spirlt; and in all the luman vessels who have served
the Grail through the inspiration and power of the tramscendent; and in tlc 1life

mission of the soul of Britain, which has yet to veveal the true potential

of its spirttunl heriage.



Prayer:

Holy art Thou, Whose origins are concealed in the depths of space.Holy art thou, Giver and Sustalner of Life.
Lord of the sun and the plancis, open our eyes unto the Mysteries of theCosmlc Grail, and of 1ts four—fold maifestation, througl whinh we

may ascend unto the heights of Thine eternal presence.

Wine Blessing:

From our Father, the sun, to our Mother, the carth, the
the clay, ourselves.

2, the grapes,

Hall of Records Meditations

1. Find a quiet spot where you will be undisturbed for at least one-half hour.Bither eit up or lle down, Whichever position is most comfortable for you.

2. Beglnalng with your toes, concentrate on each emall portlon of yous hody,relaxing it completely. Spend os much time as you noed to put your physicalbody completely at rest, feeling the muscles relax and all the Lension of theday flowing from you. Pay particular attention to the neck, head and scalp
areas, and dwell for a time on each of the facial features.

3. When you have achieved a total state nf relsxation, feel yourself growing
Ughter and lighter until you begin tn geparate from your physical shell.
Jieualize yourself rising up through the ueillmg into a dark blue atmosphere.
Centinue to feel yourself rising, seeing the atmosphere frow lighter and lighterin hue, until it Is almost white,

L. Look around you, then, and see a barren, gracsy plain. In fromt of you, o5
8 little distance, 1s a huge bullding with tall colums, somewhat in the ehyieof a Greek temple. Walk up to It and climb the ten steps leading to the top.
Cpen the large bronze door and go in.

5. You are standing in a Very confortable 1ibrary. There are books, records,
sorolls, tapes, and manuscripts of every descriv-ion, See the inside of the
bullding as you wish--make yourself at home ii ii. You might vlcualize dark
paneling, large merble pillars, or merely n largs, brightly-1it arca. The
important. thing 15 to feel comfortable the: Once you are at ease, thiniof whatever infornation you wish to obtaln--pnst lives, cotmic history, or
any manner of knouledge. As you are thiniing of what you wish to know, visual-fze a book or scroll coming to you. Open 1t, and the answers to your questionsw111 appear to your mind in a Serles of imges. Some people got information
through symbols, some through flashes of intuition, and gore see a whole
sequence worked out Lefore their eyes. Whichever means manifest for you,knoa Lhat you will improve with practice.

6. Then you have gotten all the required knowled
leave the 11ty

2, close the hoolr, rcturn it,
and begin deccending aleng *he path of your nrcenslon.

Fself ra-entering yonr body.



151y Llie copacious ness

St in a confortable chair; mentally ro over your body and make sure clothing

[its comforlably and does not pinch anywherc,

Start with your feet and mentally relax cach part of your body, concentrating

especially on the neck, face, eyes and scalp, This is called putting the

body to slecp. Realize this as you are doing it.

Focus attention on your third eye. If you have trouble, put your finger

at the top of your nose, between your eyes. This will focus attention

automatically. Then, mentally relax your arm again, and go on.

Do not try to see the third eye with the physical eyes - perceive it.

Feel your consciousness raising. This be done by cither feeling your

astral body loosen or by feeling yourself get lighter and fimally begin to

rise, Rise until you come to wherever it is you feel you should be, then

expand your awareness to your surroundings. Know your awareness is expanded and

that you can perceive in all directions.

Formulate your question or problem clearly and ask for an answer. Then wait.

The answer might come in many ways, i.e. images, words, symbols, etc. Possibly

you will get the feeling that when the answer is requirad it will appear.

There should be no confusion over the validity of your information. If you've

made a true coutact you will know your information s corrcct.

When you're finished, bring yourself down by feeling your physical body

avaken and by regaining consciousness of your physical surroundings. This can

be done quickly, but it is important, so don't forget to do it.



HOLY GRAIL GL(

Anclent One: A title of the Solar Logos.

Arthur: The messianic savior-king of Britain, generally held by tradition to
have been a Celtic high king of the Sixth Century whose labors were instrumen-
tal in temporarily holding the Saxon invaders in check. The reality of Arthur
(from Arcturus, "bear"), however, seems to predate this era as an archetypal
sun avatar with its origins in Atlantis. As such, we can postulate three

"incarnations" of Arthur, the first occuring in the Third Milleniun B.C. as a

solar king of Atlantean descent; the second as the Sixth Century Celtic culture

heros and the third as the Arthur of the Tvelfth to Fiftesnth Century romans

ticists, the Christian instigator of the Quest of the Holy Grail. After

Arthur's death at the hands of his evil nephew HMordred, the king was taken on

a barge by three queens to the mystic realm of Avalon, where he lies sleeping

until Britain's hour of greatest need. At this time, tradition avers, he will

return to once again lead the natlon as its king.

astral plane: The sphere of the emotions, "above" the etheric plane in terms

of density. Often called the plane of illusion, its substance is plastic

and easily moulded by human thought. Generally speaking, it is the realm of

dreams and of most spiritualistic communications.

Corbenic: The Grail castle by the sea; the abode of the Maimed King and the

final reating place of the Slain God (the Order's Knight).

dove: An emblem of the White Grail.

Druld: An anclent Celtic solar priest and teacher of esoteric lore. Ther= is

evidence that the Druids exerted considerable influence in all spheres of

Celtic life, spiritual and mundane. They conducted their religious rites

within stone circles and oak groves.

elemental: A conscious entity that is a concretion of force of one of the four

elements; either a salamander (fire), sylph (air), undine (water) or gnome

(earth).” Their primary function is to bring their element to its highest
degree of development.

Earth Mother: The personified life and consciousness of the planet, worshipped

as the material sustalner of humanity. Less personally, the Planstery Being,

uhich is the sum total of all the elemental life-forms that hold together the

psychic stresses of the earth.

etheric plane: Considered by some to be a sub-plane of the material plane,

it 1is the region of the subtle substance which holds together the materinl

universe and serves as vehicle of the life-force. Many human 1lls are due

to a maladjustment of the etheric forces in the body.



Excalibur: The sword of King Arthur, given him by the Lady of the lake, and

returned to her after his death.

falry: That class of nature spirits concerned with the development of the

plant. kingdon.

Fisher King: A Grall guardlan who symbolizes the human soul perfected and re-

surrected from the realms of darkness; the Malmed King redeemed and made wholz.

Gawaln: A knight of King Arthur's Round Tabie whom the earliest legends declare

to have been the winner of the Holy Grail. He represents natural man, at one

with Nature and the elements, unfettered by civilization. At times he posses

the characteristics of an earth delty, whose power depends on the waxing and

waning of the sun, Christizn tradition wrongly interpreted his amoral natural
character as a sign of sin and impurity.

geocelestics: The process of making manifest the heavenly pattern on earth,

vhether through works of art, creative transformation of the landscape, or the

construction of pantacles.

Glastonbury: The spiritual center of Britain, vhere Merlin instituted the

Grail Mysteries and where, according to Christian tradition, Joseph of Ari-
mathea enshrined the cup of the Last Supper after the Crucifixion. Glaston-

bury spans all levels of Britaln's spiritual life, from Pagan to Christian,

yet transcends them all. It Ls Avalon, the realn of the blessed, the
vinderworld kingdom of the immortals, in which are fused the spiritual realities

of past, present and future. OF partlcular Interest is a vast network of

earthvork "effigles" representing the signs of the Zodiac, with its center at

Glastonbury Tor, The tentative date for this is 2700 B.C.

Grail: In its original form, a crater, or shallow dish; otherwise a Celtic

cauldron of inspiration or rebirths a tallsmanic stone; the emerald which fell

from Lucifer's crown; the cup of the Last Supper. Essentinlly an inner plane

reality, the Grail is ultimately unexpzssible in terms of form. It is an

uncomprehensible pattern of cosmic perfection which manifests to the human mind

on four levels of reality.

howks An emblem of the Green Grail. It Is related to Gavaln, whose original

name, Gwalchmai, means "Hawk of Mey".

Individuality: The Higher Self, or Holy Guardian Angel, projested into the

higher worlds of form by the Spirit for the perlod of an evolutionary cycle.

¥night: The earthly manifestation of the Solar Logos who, according to the

Order's legends, fought a hopeless battle with Death in order to save his

kingdom from destruction. He represents the divine escence vithin each of

ns uhich must be redeemed from the realm of ignorance and darlmess. It is
essential that we come to recognize the Knight as brother and friend.



ley lines: Lires of force which criss-cross the earth, togsther constituting
the life, or aura, of the planet. The Grail prierts utilized knowlodge nf fhe
ley lines in the construction of their temples and spirltual ceuters.

lion: a symbolic emblem of the Solar Logos.

Lord of Life: The earthly aspect of the Knight as the awakener of men's souls
from the darkness of material bondage.

magic: The art and science of causing effects on the material plane through
the manipulation of inner plane energies; often accomplished by 1linking the
human conscinusness with symbols in a cersmonial context. That which is termad
'higher magic" involves the transformation of the human consciousness through
the invocation of inner plane forces.

Malmed King: The guardian of the Red Grail of Humanity, who has received a
symbolic wound in the genitals. He is symbolic of the unredeemed and fettered
human soul.

mandala: Any circular pattern with a central focus. It represents completo-
ness, and the Integration of the soul. The drawing of a mandala is often

effective in unravelling psychic "knots" within the individual.

Merlin: An Atlantean solar priest who escaped to Eritain after the final Cata-
clysm, founding at Glastonbury a mystery cult besed on the secrets of the
Holy Grall. The Christian Interpreters saw him as a Druid, magiclan and
soholar of dark, sometimes diabollical prwers, who served as Arthur's advisor
durimg his years of kingship. It s generally cupposed that Arthur's right
to the kingship was revealed through the powers of Merlin. Merlin wes, in
fact, a highly-cvolved race avatar whose spiritual mission was simllar in.
scope to the missions of Moses and Buddha.

Monsalvat: Lierally, "mountaln of salvation”. It isa mystery mountain sym-
bolic of the upward ascent of the Quest. £% the summit is to be found thz
Holy Grail, and with it the consummation of all one's spiritual aspirations.

mound temple: A center of Initiatlon and stoliar magic of the Grail cult,
constructed in relation to the ley lines ben a man-nade, tusf-covered
mound, They served also as entrances to the cult's subterranean complexes.

Nature splirit: Entitles of a non-human 1ife-stream including beings commonly
called falries, brownies and pixles. Thelr primary work concerns the devel-
opment of the lower kingdoms of Nature and the forces of the earth, inclu-
ding the ley lines.

New City: The patiern of hoavenly perfection which must be mads to descend rata
the earth plane by the collective effort of humanity.



pantacle: A representation of the complete and perfect cosmle pakbtern, nsmnily
Inscribed in the form of a talisman.

peacock: An emblem of the Red Grall, The bird's many-hued fan of feather:
represents the differentiation of the primnl Spirit which occurs in the
of form.

ds

Perceval: The youngest knight of the Round Tzblz; in certain Christian legends,
a winner of the Holy Grail. His earliest characterization is possibly that
of the Great Fool, representing the pure Spirit of man before its descent into
form, when it was st11l in direct contact with Divinity. He symbolizes the
contemplative man of faith, unfettered by the intellect and untainted by ma-

terialism, to whom all things are possible.

Personality: The impermanent physical, emotional and mental elements of man
which are projected into the lower worlds of form for the period of an in-
carnation.

Prime Deviation The deliberate rejection of the Divine Will on the part of
humanity in the primal days of our manifestation, resulting in most of the

111s and imperfections of earth and man.

raven: An emblem of the Black Grail of Sorrow.

Round Table: Supposedly brought by Merlin from the constellation of the Great

Bear, =nd symbolizing the perfect Plan for humanity, the Round Table was thz

center of an elect brotherhood of knights (perhaps even a Mystery School)

bound to each other through the Quest fob the Holy Grail. The formula repre-

sented by this Table is "Equal in diversity", and as such the fellowchip wos

a precursor of the spiritual principles of the Aquarian Age, in which all
students of the arcane wisdom will work together in cooperation and unity,

each contributing his own special talents for the good of humanity.

Sangraal: The rellc of Chrisi's blood. A rhial of this was supposedly kept
at the monestery of Fescamp in France, vhich for awhile rivalled Glastonbury
as a site of pllgrimage.

Serras: The spiritual city of the Holy Grails mora speclffsally, of the Wnitz
Grail of Spirit. In the French Qu it was to Sarras that the Grall was
finally returned, in a mystical farge, by the three Grail winners, Bors,
Perceval and Galahad.

Solar Logos: The "god" of our solar system, Whose physical body is the sun.
The origin of man's Spirit and the creator and sustalner of the earth and other

planets, the Solar Logos is a highly complex, evolving belng.

Sothis: The Dog Star, commonly known as Sirius, which Is the abode of an assem-

bly of highly-evolved masters guiding humanity's evolution. Also the
ditional home of Tsis, end the, extra-Logoidal body most closcly cennected

with our colar system. It is, in a sense, the Individuallty of the Solar Logos.



Spear of Lenglnust Supposedly the spear which plersed Christ's side as he

hung upon the cross, this is a rellc of great powsr, sald to be animated by

the Spirit of the Grail. It is consldered by scme to be an instrument of

human destinys Adolph Hitler is belleved to hzve tapped a negative, anti-cosuic

current through the use of this Spear, It is currently kept at the Hofberg

Museun in Vienna. In Grail tradition, the spex symbolizes the male pro-

creative potier and, on a higher level, the roint of primal manifestaticn. The

blood which drips from the point of ths lance therefore represents the

spiritual essence descending into the werlds of form.

Spirit: The immortal Spark of Divinity at the center of every man, crested ir

the Image of the Solar Logos. It projects itself into the worlds of form in
order to gain experience essential to its evelution.

talisman: A material, symbolic oonstruction,

or etched on a metal disc, which is linked

plane force in order to manifest a desired c

plane.

ucually drawn on a piece of paper

h a particuler category of inner

diticn or chject on the earth



MEDITATIONS o

PREFACE: S

In offering these Meditations to the general membership, the O.H.G. lead-
ership sincerely hopes to provide a useful tool for spiritual development. Like
any other tool, however, this one is subject to abuse. If the Meditations are
merely read in a cursory manner each night, with little thought being given to
the deeper aspirations contained therein, then the exercise will prove worthless.
If, howerer, the student accepts the readings in a spirit of reverence, ever
seeking to relate himself to the inner spirit of the Order, ‘then the nightly
Meditatlons will becone a valuable and living expression of his soul's as-
piration.

The Meditations themselves are fifty-two in number, one for each week of
the year; thus you will repeat each Meditation for the period of seven success-
ive nights. In addition, a nightly reading from the Cycle of the Holy Grail
is provided to correspond with each Meditation. Also note the Seasonal
Blessings: these are to be read only on the first night of each Meditation, accor-
?ing to the current season. The dates of the seasons are listed with the bless-
ngs.

The complete performance of this excercise requires the use of seven
colored candles. Six of these are to be thick, low ones arranged in a semi-
circle upon your altar; the seventh is a votive candle in a green-tinted
glass holder. This votive candle is symbolic of your relationship with Nature,
and is to be lit on the first and each succeeding night. . Of the remaining
candles, the one to your far left, which is green, is o be lit on the second
nights it is symbolic of the wedding of the Knight and the princess. The next
candle is black, representing the arrival of the hag, and is 1lit onithe third
night. The third candle is red, and represents the battlt of the Kdight with
Deaths this is lit on the fourth night, Next in line is a gold candle, sym-
bolic of the death of the Knight, to be first lit on the s1xXh night. The
final candle, a white one, is litVonly on the seventh night of the cycle. It
represents the resurrection of the Knight into the presence of the White Grail.
(Note that the candles are to be lit on the nights designated, & on each
succeeding night of the cycle.)

. By these devotions we hope to make the Knight a very real and living
Ppresence within the sphere of the Order. We will also offer a representation
of the Knight to hang abbve your altar. Do not, howerer, become So preoccu-
pled with the candles that you loose sight of. the simple aspirations cantained
in the Meditations. The important thing is that the whole rite should become,
in time, the simple and spontaneous expression of your own inner life. You
will, at the same time, be forging a link with the group soul of the Order.

The largest proportion of Meditations, as you will notice, relate to the
Solar Logos. These may seemat first to be repetitlous, but a closer examin-
ation will reveal a number of perspectives as your devotions procede from
week to week. It is very difficult to form a personal relationship with the

Solar Logos, Whose consclousness is exalted so far beyond our ownj these



devotions, however, will tend to Place your mind in a receptive state of com-munion with Divinity. We have, in additlon, included meditations of theKnight, the Earth Mother, and the Holy Grail.

Exactly how you approach your devotions is a personal matter, but it isInportant that you do them daily, 1f you are to do them at all. M recormendthat you do them in the evening before bed, at that quiet time vhen you arerevieulng your day's activities; some people, however, prefer the early morning,vhen the mind is in a naturally quiet and receptive siate. Whatever time youchoose, however, you should stick to it every day. Make Sure your altar(which might be a bureau top, table, or any flat surface) is in a quiet spot,free of distractions. In time you will find that this quiet period willbecome an integral aspect of your spiritual life, and you will make everyeffort to meditate each and every day. It is to fulfill such a meed thah wehave lssued this booklet, and it is our sincere desire that you will Find tnisgxercise a truly inspirational and illuminating experience. ~May you continuebo grow each day into the Light, every Meditation bringing you eloser £o thatstate of spiritual perfection for which we are striving.

i 
SEASONAL BLESSINGS

VENUSHCRN: (Mar®21:-Apr30) Hall Venus, ster of morning! Reveal your beautyunto the men of earth, ye who outshine sll the stars of dawm. The woody eohoforth the sound of beaten hooves and the music of shepherds! plpes Gvietsupon the wind to great the quarters. Rise from thy slumber, 0 GoutoFootedgne, and assist our revelry! The tides have turned; the rush of Life beundsforth fron'meadow to shaded glen, The creative force has touthed the uounof eorth that the currents of Life might run again in thelr appointeq channels,oaking green and fertile all that it touches. O Spirit of Life, may the J oyof your abundant: pover be ours! Lift us into the imensity of thy beosciseygance. Qur hearts ascend the arc of heaven, ever seeking the cousse of oun

pure and oonsecrated, that the commencement of each new cycle may bring us aStep closer to perfection. Forever blessed be Venusmorn, the Season of Life.

HOMDOVE: (May 1-June 20) The sun is risen in the sky and the green of thegarth envelopes us in the wamth of life. Jay is in our hearts, for th die-fuptlon of the Vernal forces is past. Ve sing pralses unto you, O Nothor of theEarth] We rejoice in the perfect harmony of the forces of 130e] Yo Gl Iuresgirt you about vith garlands fn honor of your holy name. Grant us ths cosrereof your secret places that we may rest auhile from the laboug of ton Light,that Iy the peace of human friendship ve may reach forth. finding In the soulof another the regencrative power of all Creation. Forever bispsed be Momsdove, the season of Love.

“



MARSHAWK: (June 21-mJuly 31) As a mighty battlecry resounding, a herald's
trumpet calling us forth to don the armour of Light, the heat of Marshak
blazes#n our hearts, 1ifting us unto the heights of spiritual aspiration. We
climb the holy mountain, that we may look upon the shining face of the Logos.
Hallowed art Thou, O Creator and Sustainer of the universel Robed in glorious
splendour, O mighty king, You'are the Impartial bestower of life upon all the
creatures of the earth, Grant us, O Lord, the Courage to do Thy will in

times of peril. Illumine our hearts and our minds that we may dispell the
darkness of ignorance and disease and create upon earth a perfect image of Thy
power and goodness. Forever blessed be Marshaik, the Season of Courage.

SUNREST: (August 1--September 20) We have reaclied the sumits now turns the sun
his face towards the earth, descending the heavens 1o scek his final place of

Test. The frults of our labor are brought to maturity. The days are long and

hot, yet shall the Bounty of the earth sustain us. Ve give thee heartfelt
thanlis, O Disk of the Sun! Ve ralse our arms in adoration of thy lifegiving,.z,

powers] And we praise your resplendent beauty, O menifest Nature of earth, -gute

of whose womb comes the frults of our sustainence. May we attain in this sea-

Son of abundance the frults of wisdom and understanding and may the heavens = -

shower upon us the jift of holy inspiration. Already the Gates are closing.

feast while you may, son of man, giving and sharing what you have with others,

for in doing so shall your gifts increase a thousandfold,” Forever blessed be

Synrest, the Season of Bounty.

LUGHWIND: (November 1--December 20) The winds blow from the four quartersy a

great sadness that the earth had suffered a transformation from green to brown.

Change 1s.1in the air as the sun sinks deeper into his subterranean kingdom.
All'Nature is in flux, and our souls tremble by the chill hand of Change.

But, fear not, sons and daughters of humanity, for Change-1s the great healers

~thiough the rhythnic flux and flow of Nature come transformation and growth
within our souls. Happy s he who enters willingly his Underworld estate, fof
he hag pade. hi; we’guatlom in the season of Change that'his' soul may receive
the blegsings of.it Gestiny. O mighty Futes, have mercy on us; make us Fe--

sitient,:that we resist nok the right and proper colirse'of evolution. Give
ds"the strength tq dlsfard the useless, keeping only that which will speed us
©n the Long Journey. ‘Then shall we fear not the inevitable transformation of
all things. Forever blessed be Lughwind, the Season of Change.

SATURFROST: (December 21-<January 31) The earth has plunged into the darkness
of Death the creative forces are at ehbtide, and our souls are desolate.
The sun rests in the subterranean chambers of the Underworldshis benevolent

face we see not. We weep for the Slain God, who lies silent and forlorn in the

icy grip of Death. But forsake not the Truth, O mortals, for the seeds of
Life are hidden to the caverns of the earth, and in due s¢ason your Souls

shall blossom. THe Light is hidden but not lost, and out of the depths of
darkness shall coue the transformation of all Nature. Rejoice, for there 1s

no Death! Forms change, and thereby does the soul grow, yet the Spirit is
immortal and undying. The Slain God shall walk once more upon the face of

the earth, and the Wasteland shall be made fertile. Rejoice, then, in this

season of trial and tribulation, that you may rise victorious at the down of

8 new day. Forever blessed by Saturfrost, the Season of Death.

#



‘THOREUD: (February 1--March 20) After death comes the glorious Resurrection.
‘The King !g risen from his tomb, victorious over the forces of Darkness. The
primeval Serpent of Chaos has been slain to release the Light from its sub- th
terranean prison. That which lay frozen pushes forth to greet the dawn, as the

wonb of the young bride prepares to recéive the holy Influence of her heavenly

lover, that the union of heaven and earth m!ghg bring f:flh ‘S‘J;:egé;: O{:l::
King, robed in the purple of royal splendor. O newly-risen %

our-souls that wo may know thy glorious victory of 1ife triumphant; release us
from the shackles of material slavery that we may be reborn into the realm of

Spirit. Enkindle within us daily the flame of a new 1life, that the light of

each day may reveal a new facet of our divine nature. Forever blessed be Thor-
bud, the Season of Resurrection.

Note: The blessings, unlike the meditations, are not written in the first

person, for they are’tc be recited for the benefit of all humanity. In this
way we hope to plant a seed in the universal soul which in the fulness of time
shall manifest as a reconciliation between man and the cycles of Nature.

Holy Days:

December 25: Arthur's Day
February 1t Feast of Life

May 1: May Day

August 1t Midsumer's Day
November 1: Feast of the Dead

November 15: Feast of the Knight

October 1: Merlin's Day

Erratat

The gold candle is to be first it on the fifth night, not the sixth, as stated
in the text. There is also a purple candlZ,Eo be placed between the gold and
vhite ones, This is to be first 1it on the sixth nights it represents the
Journey of the Knight over the Sea of Eternal Weeping and his repose nthe bier by the Castle Corbenic. i -

EARTHARVEST: (Septs 21--Oct. 31) The solar power wanesj ail about ts the force

of Life reaches its term as the radiance of heaven descends into the earth.

The creativity of Nature bursts forth in a final blaze of colour We gather

the last fuults of our labour as the earth prepares to sleep. The harvest is

rich: we rejolce for the glory of the golden shafts of wheat and the orchards

heavy-laden with frult. We settle down in the cool of the evening and
the memories of seasons past flood upon us. O hidden Spirit of the Wood,
envelope us in the aura of Contemplation, that turning inward we may seek
the perfected essence of our experience. You shall be our guide into the

depths of the Underworld, for your wisdom is beyond comprehension. Grant us

the peace of meditation profound, that springs of anclent knowledge might

water our souls; till we may reap the harvest of perfect contentment. Forever

blessed be Eartharvest, the Season of Contemplation.



AT

May 1-May 7 Gawain 21, 22 O Mother of the Earth, now have you brought re-

11ef to my soul; deep flows the channel whence Your providence grants me food.

Long have You prepared for Your renewal, watering the furrow, multiplying,

with soft showers, the grain. Long was the secret germ of life nourished with-

in Your darkly splendid body. Your bounty 1t is that crowns the year, awaken-

ing my soul with the life of a new day.

May 8May 14 Nerlin 1,2 The dawm of a new day floods the earth with light—-

I 1ift my heart unto the throne of the Solar Logos, and plead for wisdom to act

aright and to keep from every harmful deed. May I ever seek to so perfect

myself that I shall serve as a vessel fit and consecrated for the incarnation

of the divine plan on earth.

May 15- May 21 Arthur 20, 21 Honour and glory throughout endless ages to

the King of the universe, the immortal, the Indivisible, Who alone is the Solar

Logos! Almighty Lord, You have brought me into being by Your life-glving powers,

by You the course of the planets is decreed, May all my words, deeds and de-
sires be directed to Your cosmic service and may Your power be in me, that I
may follow unswervingly the path to enlightenment.

May 22- May 28 Songs 1 I adore the Lord, for it 1s He who made me of His
on life-giving essence. May I strive ever to enter His courts, that therein I
may drink of the waters of life eternal. The majesty of His name fills all the
planes of existence. Lord of fire and earth, of wind and rain, I live and

breathe by Your sustaining power: The seasons come and go at Your bidding, and
the earth is full of Your revealed glory.

May 29- June L Nativity 13, 1 Behold the Knight! He parts the heavens

asunder and descends into the hills, which burn with his presences the waters,
too, boil with his fire! He walks abroad, risen in a glorious light! Of his
marvelous doing in my own soul I can barsly concelve. So it was when he came

forth from his primal sleep, and the trumpets heralded his presence. Such things

as were never known by me from the beginning, as my ears had never heard, as

my eyes had never seen, stand revealed in the light of his presence.

June 5- June 11 Gawain 26, 27 The earth beneath me proclaims the Lord's
glory, the vault of heaven portrays His craftsmanship. Each day echoes its
secret to the next, each night passes on to its sister its revelations of

Inowledge, ti11 the world is recreated as a glorious image of His pattern. The

Lord's perfect law, how it brings my soul back to life! Every word on my lips,
every thought in my heart, I would have as He would, my Lord, my defender and my
redeener.

June 12- June 18 Gawain 13, 1 Pass through the gates of solar splendour,
enter the courts of the Lord of Life, Whose power spans the heavens, the earth

and the underworld. Gracious is the Solar Logos, everlasting His merq; age

after age He 1s falthful to His plan, Glory and wisdom and power and strength
belong to our Solar Logos through endless ages.



June 19- June 25 Songs 2 Lord of power, swthor af 411 excetlence, graft in
my heart the love of Your Plan. Bestow upon me Increased devotion to the source

of all life and being, for only You hold the keys to the fount of cre
ation, by

Which all things are mourished and achieve their proper end. 
M&y 1 never cease

to asplre unto Your presence, that entering Your gates I s
hall becone even as

You ame. My true destiny 1s not of the earth: for I seek the starry vault of
the heavens, wherein I shall become a shining and immortal god

. Atlwisdom and
power be ascribed to the Solar Loges, by Whose wondrous 1ight 

the earth shall
attain its glory.

June 26- July 2 Nabivity 15 Mother of Nature, sister of the stars, help me
Yo rogain th closeness to earth which I, over the long year

s, have lost. The
cosmio cycles Flow through the seasons, the seasons reap cha

nge uboR the earth,
o on Strays farther and farther from the path, Gulde me gently back again
ot T may kow unfon with the forces of Nature; that I may, in the fullness of
days, be truly of earth and truly of heaven.

July 3- July 9 Arthur 22, 23 Hall, King of the heavers, in the sun enthroned.
&Y of the mysteries, bestouer of mercy, whence the world's

 true 1ight was
e O mewcat to me the secrets of Your Plan. Lift my Spirit into unity with
Your 11fe-giving essence, that I may come to kmow that p

erfect peace which passes
a1l understanding.

Jaly 10- July 16 Return L5 Almighty Arthur, unconquerable king, may the
spirit of your deeds ever inspire in me that selfless courag

e and zeal to over-
P the minions of darkness, that the light of the Solar Logos ney rei

gn supreme
throughout the world, Nay I remain ever watchful pefore the temple of the Holy
Mysterles, lest the forces of chaos should seck to overubeln

 the kingdons of
onth. And T pray that by the day of your return I shall be

 purified and mmit-
ing the descent of the New City.

July 17- July 23 - Return 6--8 There are holy men iio beoons the friends of
he Sorar Logos, glorious by the divine light uhich shines

 within thems their
tongues have been made instrunents of His divine truth. ey T ever aspire to
Join that blessed assembly, made perfect through the trials o

f earth. Thus shall
B e vahiole. pure and consecrated, for the mediation of the sunts 

rays
Into the soul of humanity.

July 2l- July30 - Sohgs 5 Ever do T seek that mystic centre, that origin of
oriyins fron vhence emanates the power of the Cosaic Grail, tran

scendent and
S isinie, etornal through all the ages of the universe. Its pattern under-
DV 3Tboing, and the Solar Logos Himself camnot escape th

e skeins of its
Iocirable purpese, May my very soul be flooded by its inspiration; Wy te

 -

e eula Grmil of manifestation be revealed by the light of understanding.

July 31- August 6 Songs 7 Everhidden orb of the heavens, from You radiates
tornal light, as from a mirror untarnished, You wear the sun a2 Your mantle,
S the seven plancts encircle You about: they acknowledge Yous their Lord.
Truly are You called the Anclent of Days, for out of the pri

nal void did You
P& Your wondrous hand, in the beglnning of beglnnings. =By Your 1iving
e were a1l sentient beings called forth, that they might

 ascend unto Your
throne to offer the frults of their experfe

nces.



August 7- August 13 Nativity 8-10 Clothed with the sun's most brilliant
rays You shinej the stars in the heavens are Your canopy and Your sister the

moon is Your footstool. You have vanquistied the realms of death and darkness

through Your manifestation of the all-conquering Knight, ever mindful of Your

earthly children. Thus co I seek to worthily proclaim Your blessings to all
humanity.

August 1h- August 20 Songs 6 Lord of Life, listen to my plea; my guide and

protector, look favourable upon my aspiration. Willingly would I'give a thou-

sand of my days for one spent in Your courts; willingly reach but the threshold

of your consclousness so I might dwell no more in the sbode of darimess. Sun

to enlighten, shield to protect me; glory and beauty are Your clothing, the light
& gement. You wrep about Yourself. Glory and high honour be Yours through all

eternity.

fugust 21- August 27 Percival 16-18 Eternal Spirit of the Sun, uho has

prepared for those who love You good things 25 yet unknown, pour into my hear
t

the fervour of devotion, that I may ever Serve the powers of the Ligtt. May

I so purify my body that it may become a temple of Your illumined splendour; so

shall I await the descent of the New City upon the earth.

August 28- September 3 Gawain 15,16 Under the veil of earthly things is

the pattern of eternity revealeds by the light of sy soul is shown the wisdon

of the Plan. I seek the hidden splendour, the unity of all, in forest glen and
mountain pasture; by sacred spring and coursing river. For the essence of Life

is everywher to be found; eternal and transcendent, it is the Spirit of the Solar

Logos, and by it does my soul live and breathe.

September Li- September 10 Songs 3 I am that Word, says the most High, that

was uttered in the formless vold, in the primal beginning before ever the earth

began. Through Me light rose, inexaustible in the heavens; through ly power life

sprang upon the earth. None but I might tred the sky's expanse, mediating the
light of the stars unto the souls of men. By Ny divine justice are all beings

ordered, within the nine maneions of My kingdom.

September 11- September 17 Arthur 3,k Deliver me, Lord, from earthly bond-

ages my withered hopes, like some desert water-course, renew. Give me wings,

that T might attain Your fiery essence. Ever do I seek Your hidden springs of

divine inspiration, for I an athirst with the desire for Your ineffable wisdom.

Septenber 18- Septenber 2l Merlin 15-17 O beloved Knight, yours is more than

mortal beauty, your lips overflow with gracious utterance. Gird on your sword,
great warrior, gird yourself with all the majesty of the solar orb. Ride on

triunphant, for by your sacrifice shall the path of redemption be shown. Sharp

is your sword, dangerous 1s your wrath; yet sure is your destruction. Uncon-

querable sun, who lives eternally, you shall be resurrected in my soul, and your

1ight will show me the way of redemption.



September 25--October 1 Merlin 3,L O Lord, through Whose loving sac-
rifice an I made whole, grant me understanding of Your most profound Mys-
teries, that I may ever percelve within myself the power of Your indwelling
Life; and thus, by the glad pouring out of my life in the service of humanity,
may I come to know myself to be one with You, and through You, with all that
11ves.

October 2--Octéber 8 Percival 6,7 Wisdom shall build herself a house
within my Soul; the wine of Inspiration shall be my sustenance in the days
to come. For what bread surpasses the food of the Holy Grail? Rich is the
food of the Grail; its delicasles are the fare of kings. Never shall I fear
to dare the heights, for that which I seek is eternal and transcendent, a
prize above prizes. Surely shall the victory be mine, for I walk ever in the
path of Light, beyond the vales of death's dark shadow.

October 9--October 15 Gawain 11,12 O Lord, my faith in Your Plan does
oot waver, even when I most bewall my unhappy lot; yet what return shall
I make to You for Your many favours? For Your divine gifts have never falled
me upon my long and weary path. I will make of myself a living cup of Your
undying 1ight, that by Your power I may do Your W1l on earth. For you have
broken the chains that bind me, and have lifted me unto the presence of
Life eternal.

October 16--October 22 Merlin 19 In the darkness she weeps, by the
mournfiul sea; her cheeks are wet with tears. Faithful princess, bride of the
Knight, born of the earth, whoshall console you? Your bitter sorrow tramscénds ~
any I have kmown, and bitter is the cup you offer me. Yet gladly do I take _
it, for Within is the light of transfiguration, by which your beloved:shall
be made whole.

3
October 23—October 29 Merlin 18 Most glorious Knight, whose body was
truly broken upon the field of battle,I acknowledge you as brother and
friend. Your wisdom, power and love shall dwell within me as a burning coal.
I shall rebuild your body, for the inspiration of the Holy Grail is within
me, and it teaches me the powers of regemeration. Arise, then, brother
Knight, from your deadly torpor, and impart to me the keys of life and death.

October 30--Novesber 5 Merlin 11,12 O Lord, on You I call, to You I
stretch out my hands each passing day--not now for my own sake, but for the
sake of those bewlldered souls who have passed on to the other side and live
on in a state of confusion, knowing not that they have passed from this world.
May the Light of Your wisdom {llumine their land of darkness, that they may
Imow peace; may their hearts ever strive after the realm of celestial light,
that they may progress ever omward and upward along Your appointed Path.

Novenber 6--November 12 Return 1 All things were created through Him
and in Hims by His Will are all things ordered, and by His power do all things
subsist. Yet was it His Will to let all completeness dwell within me, that
by the divine pattern of my Spirit might I regain what I have lost, finding
deliverence through union with His essence.



November 13--November 19 Nativity 3-5 Blessed be the Knight, who was
born of the essence of the Solar Logos; he has descended into the soul of hu-
manity, and wrought for us the path of redemption. Such is the kindness of
our Creator, Who desires that mankind should know Him as brother and friend.
Thus does He shed His light on those who live in darkness, in the shadow of
death, and gulde our feet into the ways of peace.

November 20--November 26 Nativity 6,7 The people who went about in
darkness have seen a great light; for men abiding in a land whefe death over-
shadowed them, 1light has dawned. Their number You did increase. I shall
rejoice in Your presence, as men rejolce when the harvest is in, as men
triumph when victory is won. For our own sakes the child &f the Solar Logos
came forth, to show us the path from death to resurrection, In his hands he
bears the sceptre of princely power; he touches my soul and the earth is
transforaed,

November 27--December 3 Nativity 17,18 O unconquerable Knight, bright
warrior of the sun, arlse from your slumber and lead me unto the everlasting
springs of Life. For my soul 1s a wasteland, parched and thirsty; it knows
not that the earth and the heavens is a unity. The stream of Life is eternal,
and 211 beings are one in the Spiritrof the Solar Logos.

Decenber L--December 10 Percival 20,21 In the darkmess of the formless
depths was I born, at the very dawn of time. Thus did I commence my pil-
grimage, ever struggling to overcome the darkmess with the light, to regain
those heights from which I have descended, And the fire of the holy Quest
burns yet biightly within me, that attaining Monsalvat's lofty sumit, I may
see clearly my soul's true destiny, stretching forth across the heavens to
the stars beyond.

December 1l--December 17 Percival 12,13\Hn1y,apd divine Genius, secret
power of my soul, rouse yourself and come, so beautiful, so well-belowd,
still hiding yourself as a dove hides in cleft rock or crannied wall. Show
me but your face, let me but hear your voice. May the vell which parts us
be rent that we may enjoy continual communion, for thus shall the will of the
Lord be made manifest on earth.

December 18--December 2li _ Nativity 19,20 Deliver me, Lord of Life, from
the bondage of the earth; free the waters of my soul, that they may once
more flow in their appolnted channels, and the Wasteland flower anew. May
my will be attuned to Yours, that I may sow the seeds of deliverence. For
the Knight lies lifeless and broken within me, ever awaiting his resurrection
by my hands.

Decenber 25--December 31 Merlin 8,9 Hail, four-fold Graill By your
earthly lights do I ascend unto the heavens, as by a mystic ladder of revel-
ations. Speak to my soul and reveal your mysteries by the power of your
inspiration. I seck you in the market place, in the sunlit meadow, and
the halls of the underworld. I grow wings and seek the source of Spirit.
Ever your undying light leads me on, and by your grace do I live in unity and
harmony with all of Nature.



January 1-January 7 Gawaln 18,19 I am &s a bride avaiting in her chamber
the descent of the unconquerable fire, For the solar power rends my soul as8 mighty thunderbolt, burning from me &11 Imperfections, purifying me as
though the sun itself were my crucible. Thus shall I be transmuted into ashining image of perfection, and I shall endure through all eternity.

January 8--January 1L Wativity 1,2 Majestic and powerful is the
Solar Logos, a King high above all the gods; beneath His hand lie the depths
of earth, His are the mountain peaks. His the ocean, for who but He created
it? hat other power fashioned the dry land? Humbly, then, do I seck
Your presence, for I am but a spark of Your boundless Being. I drink the
waters of life fron Your radiant fountain, and my soul soars high in the heavens.
Behold, T am resurrected, a child of light released by Your power from the
bonds of the earth.

January 15-~January 21 Nativity 11,12 Behold] The Knight descends from
‘the heavens, sobed in the golden light of the sun. Chaos seeks to destroy
him, but he is invincible. Unconquerable sun, Lord of the Earth, I weep
Lears of joy that you have come to guide me back to your celestial kingdom,
Arise, then, from the land of death, for the Fisher King has beem ade whole
and the Wasteland of my soul is fertile. Come forth and greet me as your
brother and friend,

January 22-January 28 Merlin 21,22 0 Merlin, wlse and powerful priest
of the Holy Grail, guide of the race of Britons, Who was present in the last
days of Atlantis, uhen the darimess overcame the light; who was present bythe side of King Arthur, when the kingdom was afire with the spirit of the
Holy Quests and who shall return in the final days of the age to cause the
Lowers of the Black Brothers to tremble. Look down now from the Hall of
Adepts upon this thy servant. Impart to me the wisdom and understanding of
your divine magic, that I may be transformed into a glowing vehicle of light.

January 29-February I Arthur 1,2 O divine Genius, I make of myself an
empty vessal, and patiently I await your descent. I purify myself, by fire
and vater, that I might be receptive to your inspiration. Draw nigh, then,for in union vith you shall my doubts and fears be dissolved, as the nightly
vapours in the dawn of 2 new day. Draw nigh, that I might know the warmth of
your tender embrace.

February S-February 11 Gawain 3,1 Joyful: are my thoughts, ever ascend-
ing unto the throne of the Solar Logos; for His is more than tortal beautys
His wisdon transcends the most sublime philosophies of men. I gird my
sword at my side, for I am a warrior in His righteous cause. May His beauty
end majesty reign triumphant throughout all the realms of earth,

February 12-February 18 Songs L O Lord of Life, patiently I await
the day of our reunion, You are my strength and my shleld; in the vastness
of Your being my heart finds contentments in Your divine Plan do I place
my trust. Yet my eyes see but dimly the splendours You have wrought, and mylips tremble uhen they speak of Your holy Mysteries. May Your strength
suffuse my soul, that trusting in You always, I may come in the end o the
seat of Your throne.



February 19- February 25 MNerlin 13, 1 Your throne, O blessed Knight,

awalts you In the heavens; the sceptre of your royalty is a rod that rules the

planets In their courses. You have been a friend to me, a brother in time of

need. Your wedding garments are scented with the splces of the earth; from

the palaces of kings are harps sounding in your honour. At your right hand

stands the princess, arrayed in the greenery of May. Splendid is the marriage,

through which heaven and earth are united.

February 26- March i Percival 6,7 Wisdom shall build herself a house within

my souls the wine of inspiration shall be my sustenance in the days to come.

For what bread surpasses the food of the Holy Grail? Rich is this fare; its

delicasies are the nourishment of kings. Never shall I fear to dare the heights,

for that which I seek is eternal and transcendent, a prize above prizes.

Surely shall the victory be mine, for I walk ever in the path of Light, beyond

the vales of death's dark shadow.

March 5- March 11 Gawain 1,2 O Solar Logos, protector of those who trust

in You, by Whom all creatures are sustained, may Your wisdomfimine my path, so

that with You as my ruler and guide I may pass through all my livesTMlearth in
the knowledge of Your presence, offering unto You the frults of my experience.

March 12- March 18 Percival 9 Gracious is my Mother the ear th; in darkness

She nurtures the seeds of life, that I might have sustenance to fulfill my

work. The creative fires and fertile waters are Hers; and Hers are tte life-
glving winds and the frultful soll. Through Her is the eternal pattern revealed;

in Her is hidden the mystery of life. Blessed are all the days of my yees ,

for Her love and compassion fills my soul with the joy of creation.

March 19- March 25 Percival 1,15 O Lord, Whose Spirit comprehends the
humble aspiration of my heart, I give thanks that You have not forgotten me,

though I have deviated from the true Path. I burn incense in Your name, and

upon its smoke ascends the spirit of my devotion. My holy purposes will You

speed, and You will not abandon me through the long years of my earthly pil-
grinage.

March 26- April 1 Arthur 2-8 O divine Genius, inner voice of my soul, who

ever broods above me, my secret guide through all the perils of the Quest; may

your 1ight 11lunine my Spirit. Impart to me the knowledge of all your ways,

that I may attain the wisdom of Merlin, the strength of ATthur, the courage of
Gawain, and the innocense and purity of Perceval. So shall I emerge victorious

into the celestial realms of Light.

April 2- April 8 Arthur 2 With honour and glory You have crowned me,
Lord, bidding me to rule with You over the works of Your hands. I will come

with upright heart into Your presence, and there I shall see the Plan of crea-

tion lald out before me; for the eyes of my Spirit shall be opened by Your won-

drous inspiration. Thus shall I serve You, &s an agent of Your divine Wll.



April 9~ April 15 Percival 19 O Lord of Creation, ever do I seek Your
presence; how eager my quest for You, body athirst and soul longing for Your
essence, like some pavched wasteland wherc the waters do not flow. At my altar
I contemplate You, mwaiting the revelation of Your divine wisdom. May the per-
petual 1ight of Your countenance ever illunine my path, that I may arrive swift-
1y upon Your transcendent helghts.

April 16~ fpril 22 Gawain 23 My soul is reborn for the Lord has caused the
earth to blossom. I am aflame with the fire of creation. The hidden springs
of the underworld rige within me, and I am lifted unto the source of Allj the
currents of Nature course through my veins, infusing me with the ecstasy of
life. Joyously I proclaim the descent of the Solar Logos, renewing all mani-
festation in the dawn of a new day.

April 23- April 30 Gawaln 24-25 O Lord of Creation, bestower of life and
wisdom, the majesty of Your radlant power fills the earth, and Your image is
revealed unto the eyes of my soul. I empty myself before Your sight, that You
may £ill me with Your perfect light. For I am but a spark of Your gre ter fire,
talnted by the dust of imperfection, and by the purifying flame of divine union
shall I be transmuted into the gold of Spirit.



HOLY GRAIL ENCAMPMENTS—
 

ZTAVPIENTS

An encampment. 15 a cross-section of members within the Order of theHoly Grall and the Grail Guild who hold a special interest in one aspect. ofthe Order's work. You Yourself will choose the -encampment which coincidesmost closely with your personal inclinations. Your work need not berestricted to the special area of interest, but it 1§ recommerided that

and pethaps becone involved in original research within the ares. We feelthe plan to be especially worthwhile in that it provides an opportunityfor contact between members of the Grail Guild and the 0.H.G. proper,4ydetalled description of the seven encampments follows, inciuding &1) a special aren of interest related to the Order's works 2) a symboliceablen which serves as a personal toten--each member stands in speoialrelationship with the totem of his encampment; 3) two symbolic colours;) & tutelary Celtic god or goddess related to the aros op interestyend 5) a corresponding rune.

Vhite Stag Enca_mmt

The stag 1s symbollc of the positive, fertilizing principle of Nature.He personifies male strength and virility conbined with the grace and

head of @ white stag, the head being considered the seat of virility.The white colour once again refers to royalty, for the stag is considerd%o be a king within the animal kingdon. As & Supernabural animal, hovegrer, the stag retains a connection with the elemental kingdom. Thus does

us. Your encampnent's delty, Cernunnos, was an antlered (or horned)divinity with strong stag associations, Known as the Lord of the Beasts,he was & god of power and fertillty, related on the one hand to thebright, solar stag and on the other to the dark, underground ran-headedserpent, He thus spans the entire realm of Nabure. He 15 also god ofshundance, for the harvest is frultful through his fertilizing fnfiuomse.The encampuent!s rune, "thorn", meaning "giant" or "demon", leads to anasbociation with other 1ife-streams, including the elementals. The colours,white end red, represent the royal dignity hich s attalnable by the sainolsond elementals, beings concerned very intimately with the universal 11fe.force (red, being the colour of blood, is also Symbolic of 1ife).

Green Man Encampment

The Greon Man is, in English folklore, the equivalent of the Greek Pan,patron of shepherds and god of the forest. He may be visuslized as oTobust forester with a pointed beard and a Robin Hood style cap su.founted Ly & single feather, and dressed in gaments of & rich green. Heis dark and powerful, and his deep laughter echoes the Joy of the wusd-lands. Like Gavain, he is a man of Nature, unfettered by the constrictingInfluence of modern civilization. He is therefore an apt guide Inty LoIntultive realus of Nature mysticisn, and by invoking the presence of rre

of life in the midst of the green-clad beauty of woodland and meadow. Thegnoampnents rune i beore, meaning Mhbirch twlgh, a fertility symbol relatedto the awvakening of Natute in spring. It relates to the dlyimy infiux of1ife, through which the human soul is 1ifted into the Joyous ecstasy ofunion with the natural world, The colours of your encampment are green andwhites the former relates to the fertilization of Nature, while the latterTepresents the purlty charecteristic of the Nature mystis,



Sacred Well Encampment

The holy wells of anclent Britain were cult centers of deities relstedto
healing and fertility, and the waters of such wells were esteemed in the

curing of sickness and the fertilization of women. The w1l is also a

traditional source of inspiration, and it was a custom among the Celts to

8ssign priestess-diviners, who were trained to perceive supersensible

realities upon the water!s surface, to the various centers of well vener-

ation. The images which appeared were concelved of as arising from the

depths of the earth, and the well itself may be thought of &s an entrance

to the Underworld, which in turn 1s related to the realm of the unconscious.

The W€l is thus an apt symbol of the Cthonian Mysteries, that is, those

secrets which relate to the inner depths of the earth as opposed to the

bright mysteries of the sun and the heavens. The Underworld is tradition-
ally the source of fertility, for the mysterious currents of life-force

form patterns beneath the earth's surface, perceived upon the: earth's

surface as the mysterious "ley lines". To allign omeself with these currents
1s to become unified with the dark, receptive, underlying forges of the
Earth Mother, as opposed to the bright, visible aspects dealtiwith by
the Green Nan Encampment. Thus may we approach the gates of life and

death, which are merely tw§ aspects of the cosmic cycle. While the Under-
world had been considered the realm of the dead, it is well té remember

that through death (on whatever level) we are led to life mord abundant.

It is through he image of the sacred well that the realm of iife may be

contacted, and through the inspiration of the holy waters comes the fer-

tilization of mind, soul and Spirit. Sucellus (the "Good Striker") is
an Underworld deity who's attributes include the mallet and drinking Jars

the former, along with an accompaning dog, relates to the Underworld,

while the drinking jar (an analogue of the well) is a symbol of fecundity.
Sucellus may be conceived as the guardian of the gates of life and death:

with his mallet he wards off the uninitiate and the evil entities of the
nethr regions, while the Jar offers life and renewal to all who approach

withou fear. The dog might be thought of as the personification of our

own unreasoned fears when we approach the unknown; unless these fears are
under control, they will rip us apart as surely as the Jaws of the hounds

of hell, The encampment rune, lagu ("water") is syibolic o the source
of fertility, and also of the Underworld and the unconscious. The colours,

black and vhite, represent that ceaseless cycle of life and death by which
the course of evolution proceeds.

Double Axe EEEM_H‘E

The axe symbolizes the power of 1light, and thus was associated thnoughout

the ancient world with the solar cult. The double axe is associated with the
sacrifice required to manifest the heavenly 1ight upon the earth. Through

it is the solar power transformed into earthly illumination. In the Celtic
sun-cult it was through the sacrifice of the vital life-force of the priest
and priestess that the inspiration of the heavenly light was made to

manifest, and it was only in the later desodent periods, when the power

of the ¢ult was declining, that actual hunan sacrifice was substituted.

In the O.H.G. the double axe is regardzd as an emblem of the Solar Logos,
the source of all light, life zad upon the earth. It is a transformer

by which the earthly incarnation of the Solar Logos may be accomplished
through the selfless sacrifice of initiates. It may also be related to

the lance of the Grail legends, through which the blood (essence) of the
Solar Logos is channelled into human consciousness. In Christian terms

it is considered as a symbol of the Cosmlc Christ, by Whose sacrifice was

accomplished the descent of Christ-consciousness into the souls of the

faithful. In terms of the Order's own mythology, it was a lance wielded

by Death which dealt the mortal wound to the Knight. The Celtic deity

Belenus ("brilliant fire"), the encampment!s patron god, recalls the Celtic

festival of Beltane, when the descent of the celestial fires brought about

the resurrection of 1ife upon earth. Belenus, then, is the ever-youthful

god of light, the radiant disc of the heavens that is the source of life

and health, He i} in constant combat with the powers of subterranean

darkness, not because the latter are evil, but because it is through the

interaction of the 1ight and dark principles of the universe that the cosmic
cycles originate. The encampmeht!s rune is sigel ("sun"); it is a bene-
ficent rune relating to the bright, healing Influence of the sun. The
“colours, red and gold, relate to the life-giving power of the sun.



The harp may be conceived of as a bridge between the higher and lower
worlds: through the tension of its strings is the beauty dnd harmony of
heaven wade manifestupon the earth. It may thus be thought of as & symbol
of the human will creating patterns in the lower worlds according to
celestial archetypes. The Irish Dagda, who was father of the. gods,
possessed a living harp with which he caused the seasons to progress,
one following ancther. Thus shall the inspired patterns we create upon the
earth regulate the cycles of human affairs, bringing them into perfect
allignment with the cycles of Nature. The harp is also symbolic of the
celestial "music of the spheres", of which the Celtic priests were keenly
aware. The ancient British monument known as Woodhenge, some believe,
was originally a very complicated musical instrument, strings of various
length being stretched between the wooden posts in an intricate pattern, the
idea being to reproduce the celestial music upon the earth. The Celts
sought to reproduce the mysterious patterns of the universe in a1l their
arts and sciences; the abstract designs of graphic art, the magical words
of the bard, and the monumental sculpturing of the earth itself were all
almed towards this end. As & member of this encampment, it would be your
work to translate the beauty of the higher worlds into terms understandable
to human consclousness, thus bringing humanity closer to the creation of
8 new earth, The deity associated with your encampment is the Irish goddess
Brighld, who was proficient in the arts of poetry, prophecy, healing and
craftsmanship. She is the mediator of the heavenly fires of inspiration
vhich inflame the receptive soul with the joy of creation, On another
level Brighid represents the goddess within each of us, that glorious 1ight
of the Soul which reveals to us the beauty and mRjesty of the universe. The
encampuent!s rune, daeg ("day"), symbolizes the fertilizing impact of this
light when It illumines human consclousness. The colours, too, relate to
the receptive povers of-inspiration; blue symbolizes the waters of vision,
silver the wakening influence of the lunar rays.

YEW TREE ENCAMPMENT

The evergreen yew was in ancient times a symbol of immortality and life
after death, due, in part, to its great longevity (certain yew trees have
been reputed to survive for more than three-thousand years). It is/Bturdy,
rugged tree credited with great protective powers, and many English church-
yards were guarded against evil by the planting of a yew. The tree is
symbolic also of the annual resurrection of Nature and, by extention, of
the resurrection possible to the human soul. The contemplation of the magl-
cal virtues of the yew leads us to a consideration of the healing pro-
perties of herbs, and of the Intimate relationship between humanity and
the vegetable kingdom in general. Through a proper understanding of herbs
may be achieved the healing of the human orgenism on all levels, while
the proper application of the deeper secrets of herbal alchemy will unlock
the very secrets of life itself. The use uf herbs in the preparation of
sacred potions and magical tallsm: = broad aspect of this science.
It 1s the work of this encampment e an intimate relationship with
the vegetable kindgom, by which may be attained an understanding of the
correspondance between the cosmlc and terrestial cycles and the virtues and
powers of herbs.

The delty of this encampment is Dian Cecht, the "divine leech". He
1s one of the craft-gods of the Tustha De Danann, the Irish family of gods,
and wnliks many of the Celtic gods, he has only one functionthe healing
of his brethren through the use of herbs and magic. It is he who replaced
the arm of Nuadhu, lost in combat, with & silver one, and he s also credited
with restoring the slain to 1ife in one of the major battles of Irish
mythology. This miraculous resurrection was accomplished by singing In-
cantations over a well and sfterwards throwing the wounded into it. Dian
Cecht possesses charac stics of a benevolent solar deity, and on one
occasion he saved Ireland by killing the son of ‘the fierce goddess Morrigu
and destroying the threg¢ terrible serpents that resided in his heart. In
the realm of herbal medicine Dian Cecht was especlally proficlent, and re-
clipes of potions and concoctions reputed to have been discovered bv him are



still extant. He held in his hands the very key of life, as we ourselves
shall if we delve deeply enough into the mysteries of herbalism. The

rune of this encanpment is ech ("yew"), & rune useful in everting those

powers which threaten the health and sanity of our existense. The

colours, green and brown, symbolize the living, growing things of the earth.

Hobby Horse Encampment,

To truly comprehend the*significance of folklore, the theme of this encamp-

ment, one must become immersed in the group soul of the chosen culture so

that the spirit and meanlng of that culture may live within you. The con-

tents of folklore incluie not only the accumulated wisdom of many centur-

ies, but also numerous elements expressive of the group's attempt to

bridge the gap between man and Nature. The hobby horse is a living rem-

nant out of Britain's archalc past, a vital 1ink capable of projecting a

sensitive person out of the confines of tils three-dimensional world. It

can be as simple as a horse's skull upon a pole, or it can be an elaborate

taupaulin device with a carved and painted masks in all cases it is "ridden"

by a men in carnival dress who leads a mysterious band of mummers in pro-

cession on certain holidays, such as May Day and All Souls Day. The

vitality and numinosity which still surrounds these customs derivas from

the ancient practice of assuming a god-form in order to stimulate the powers

of the divinity--in this case a solar fertillty god in the guise of a horse.

Such festivities bind members of a village not only to each other, but

to the seasonal cycles of Nature as well. These customs, for a while on

the decline, are today enjoying a welcomed renaissance. The decoration

of holy wells, the enactment of folk plays, mummings and Maypoie cele-

brations are being resurrected out of near extinction. And there is still

considerable power behind these remnamts of ancient rites which can be

invoked even outside the British Isles. The O.H.G. bases many of its own

celebrations on the rich traditions of British folk rites, and in doing

s0 we £ind a deeply fulfilling way of life through which our souls find

unity in the common experience of our relationship with the natural world.

The Mgy Day ceiebraticn, for exemple, awakens in the soul the pure and

simple Joy of being at one with the rising tide of life-force at the in-

ception of spring, We do not, however, use those elements which were ine

tended for an earlier period of evolution., We merely remain faithful to

the spirit of British folk-rites, while adapting the mnceptions to our

needs. A particular area of interest within the Order is the writing and

production of "folk!" plays in order to dramatize various aspects of the

Grail Mysteries.

The deity of this encampment might be more accurately described as

a folk-hero. He is Guydion, son of Don, heir to the powerful magic of the

mysterious and ancient Welsh king Math. Known as "the master of illusion

and fantasy", Guydion fits the pattern of the traditional teacher and

illuninator of mankind, wise in all arts and sciences, yet particularly

human in the warmth of his heart and the curning of his mind, He is friend

and protector of mankind, in contirual cunflict with the gods of the

Underworlc. for the possession of yifi2 .o unfairly kept out of humanity's

hands. He represents the spirit of svoiving hmanity, moving from the

darkness of ignorance into the entightennent of the mind. The example of

Gwydion is a prototype for the developement of our own potentials, for

by steering an even course between darkness and 1ight by. the power of an

111uined mind, we will finally attain the glory of our own humanity. This

encampment's rune 1s eh("horse"), relating to the ancient sun-cult, and
thus an apt symbol of the hobby horse. Your colours relate as followss

orange to the inherent genius of the humen mind, and brown to the soil of

the earth, which provides the basis for the expression of man's genius

in the realm of folklore.,


