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RE-ASSEMBLING ONCE AGAIN

For this sse of Assembling, conributors were asked o
Siply 200 copis eah of one, two, o tree § 12"y 140 shess
Anjon couldcotrbute,and contriutrsalone ecided what wark
Would be: included, without adrice o direction from an editr,
Except fo the shet size and the number of copies, thatshow
Assembling has come together trough it st twele isses, I
this isue, conributors were also asked 1o use color in some
ey

Theinitalimpulse behind Assembling s he need o create
4 medum n which contrbutrs would have absolte artsti
freedom, Early isses bore the subttle "A Collection of
Otherwise Unpublishable Manuscrips” lthugh these isues
iclded work thet could b an often was, pulished elewhere
the subite conveys some of the sene of wpency behin the
magazine, It was founder Richar Kostelanetzs conention that
the Dest work produced in this counry was wpublishble not
Decause it Vas bad, but because it vas 00 good it presened
100 much of & chalenge and  thret to etablsed publishig
Pouses, | many respects, e was right, Howerer, durig
Assenbling§ flrsa decade, mall presses were active and ealhy,
Hany had the courage to publis daring work others had a
commitment to Wrk that may nothave b all hat radcally new
but st for market reasons, would not be published by
estalished houses, At the beginning of 198, the small pres
rokement of the 605 and 105 seens o be dying or becoring
complacent, Mny presses have ceased to operate for lack of
funds, Many of thase that are still going have become dismally
prdictabe, Nost magazins reprsent one clige or another and
the tabls of conents for mageznes inany e cligue are ltle
more than rerrangements of the same lss of names, Ths i ot
10 58y that there IS ncessarly something wrong wih the artists
Whose names appear i those it it 15 10 say that thre s
oter work, at lest s gao, tha snply dosr apea, | thik
this sort of stagation finds its base in a curous Kind of
market censrsip - editors fel that by publing recopized

artists they iy bettr be abl 1o attact an audience and 1o
ol on to thei precarious grans,

The need for recogized rtsts leads us 10 much deeper
and mare  dangerous problem the problem of the peed for
reassuring auhory, Eitors of Stagnant magazines fel asured
tat Wt thy do as value i they publh recogniz wor
teaders can feel assured if they feel the works they see have
been consecrated by & consenss of opiioestalshed more than
4 decade ago and given a st of approval by an editr, even i
hat edtor ma be & isecute as they at, It might b arged
tat sich work arent real ead they sl tnlr & e o
staus on editors, and assure readers that thelr tase i gond

Assembling consanty chellenges the complacency o diors
and reades, retuming responsbility o artists and authorty 1o
tei aucences, The arists themselves chose what o printand
howto go about doing it No producton resrictions, oher than
pge sie, hamper them. Any defect - from conception 1o
enecuton - 15 th arif’s Iault. Readers themselies have t
deteming what has vale for them, without any ressurig
authriy fgure valdating anything, No mediator stands between
ariss and audence Judgement. Publication in Assembling sinply
miakes Work avalabl; it doest valiae o conserate anything
nor does it offr anyone any kind of assurance, These are basc
tenants of any srt of feedom, The may b frightening, ut the
altemative Is even more rghtening, Lok at the world aroud
jou and yodll e the resls of people abicatng their
responsbilites and plcing thlr trst in authoity fgures

The fact that Assembling doest valdate or consevte
anything tends 1o focus attention on the work el and away
fom the artist, I someimes takes a bit of ffort even o fid
the name of the auhor of & gvn page, | dont advocate
anonymity (| label my own contrbetios), but | o thin the way
ssembling shifts attenion from the arist 1o the work is a
Bealthy corective o the current overemphasis on personalty.

| mentoned market censrshp above, Assembling can help
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allevate tis problem 1o some extent, but ot as much as wed
like, The problem that remains is the cst of prining
contiutons, "Freedon of te press s uaraneed anly o those
Wo-own prining presis, rns & od saw in small pres
circle. Nost cotrbutors dont own press, and are fced wih
ever escalatng printing costs, The smaller press run of ths
e may felpy ut stll a soltion o this problem remains
wfound, Perhaps conteibutions by some of the Soviet Samiadat
atists, Vho ae sed 10 & more Severe sortof censorsi than we
find i North America, mey uggest olutons to te st ofus,

There he ben sveral asects of Assembling that weren't
Clarly thought out vhen the magazine was frt coneived, but
Which heke helped make it on of the bet magaznes around,
Collge an chne processs hve dominate th ats throughout
this century, and Assembling, with is vried conrbutors
sequenced n aphabeical e, sems 1 e thechance gneraed
Collge pr excellence, Perfornance arthes become icreasigly
important s ve v moved closer o the end o the milleanium, and
Assembling s  sort of Heppening one in it n Event created
by & number of pele going in difrent directions, ollwinga
simple program, wneble 10 see the final result il the Event
has been completed,

We hope that the page size and the reques for color will e
aeatie and challenging factors in his isue, o the
invitations | sent ut, | sggesed that conebutors might think
ofthee seet contribuions s in-boks o 10 work i terms of
10 page openings o Spreads, Aside from any retinal, emotional,
or symbolc qualies color may Mave, it allows preter
coplexity of nformaion 1o be conveyed,For istance by wsing
WO colors you can tpermpose one text over anoter and st
lt each be legles using color, & contributor can create an
llsion of depty 0 thet one visl feld or text can seem to
appear over another, or 10 block aut anothern  perfornance
score You can color code the text o tht sevral prtiipants

an distinguish their parts by colo, There are many other

psslits for constructive e of color hat e may hope o
see extended in his ise,

The-ssenblers are tyig to bring in contibutos from
countrisutsdethe United Statesand e hope 1o s Assembling
becomemoreof a tenetional nagazne, Assembling e lvys
tended to cut acrss anirs of one st or aother, primarly
tose et up by clioes and wers of iffrent methos, I past
ey Concete poetry has apeared adacent to performance
scorey anguage cenered pieces ave faced proective vers,
il e appered n conjncton withconeptalwor, s
s bunped it academi, et The magaine soud be  place
whete diffren point of view and opposing methots can come
togeher, encouraging interacton, constrctive. debae, and,
ey, mutal toerance, | hope that constrctve divesty
Wil contnu 1o grow in-each succssve isue, This houl be
icreased and enhanced b invenetioal participaton,

Assembling 3 appears nsections, Everytme the asembler
get 200 copies of 100 pages, they bind it into a sectio, The
st 10 pges received ae Assembling 1, 4, the et 0 ae
Assembling 13, 41, et This allows for nulple deadines, o
peole Who Nere ready 10 go woudnt hve to wait, hile those
Who needed more fime Wouldn't be ushd, and allows contributors
fromathercountries more postae ine, Ve may see some shifs i
eriphasis through the sections of 13,

One of the mut nteresting things 10 me about past s
of ssembling has been e need fl by some contributors o tes
te few it lacedon tem by themagaine' formt, | s ne
ofthe few conrbutors to #1710 follow the regest that works
adtess the notion "our place in nature, and natures place n
5" | imegne quite & few conrbuors wil o the request
forcolory and I hoe:that others will fing Ingenious Ways 10
Workagainst the magazies forat, Such npuesget s tarte
how intellgently we e tem s our own reponiily

~Karl Young
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THINGS 1 HAVE NEVER HeD

Blonde hair

Blue eyes

A poen in The New Yorker

A personal ad in New York Magazine

A nose job

A sexual surrogate

Seving skills

Knitting skills

Mechanical skills

Blonde hair

Blue eyes

fore than one man in bed vith ne at the
sane tine

Braces

f pet snake

~bronbe-air—

Blue eyes

fn extra typeuriter ribbon to use when the
ong I'n typing on rung dry--
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MY TOTHER'S FEARS AND MY LOVER'S FEARS

ty lover's fears are that certain
itens in my poen
"Things I Have Never Had" vill be crossed off

My nother's fears are that certain
items in my poen
"Things I Have Never Had" will be crossed off
and noreover published crossed off
(and those facts revealed for all the world to see)
in a nagazine that features experinental vork

 Laura Boss
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SUMMER LOVE
The sound of green wind in the tree

= = FZ
The sound of green wind in the tree. < = m m
The sound of green wind in the tree. m s = - ==
The sound of green wind in the tree. = mm .W =2
T he sound of green wind in the tree. =2-= 3=
- - E= =3
The sound of green wind in the tree. ===
The sound of green wind in the tree. = ==
The sound of green wind in the tree. = &
The sound of green wind in the tree. = w
The sound of green wind in the tree. B =
The sound of green wind in the tree. =
The sound of green wind in the tree. =5

T he sound of greemn wina iryr the T
The sound of green wind in the tree.

c@Bu] DYl Ul PUlAA uUsaJub JO PUNOS IS4
The sound of green wind in the tree. ‘S2u) SUY UL PULAM USSU0 1O pPUNOS 341
The sound of green wind in the tree.

The sound of green wind in the tree.
The sound of green wind in the tree.

The sound of green wind in the tree.
The sound of green wind in the tree.

‘224 Syl Ul puil A uaaub 3O puNnoOsS S4.1

“Seu]l Syl Ul pulsa usSsSub 3o punNnos S4yl
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Imattre oets mitate nature poes steal; bed oets deface what ey take and qood poets ke it into
sonethig bette, or at Jeast sonething iffevent,~1, S, ELiok n Philip Yassinger,

and his oney ate soon pted, Bt oot of all [ ate & schoolmsterly leatning,  Apoetite cones with. eating, but Ehirst qoes ey with
i, To lawh is proper to the man, The mre I fear about unanity, the better I like chickes, Tere's nove ado to iterpret
tetations than to interpret Ehings, and pore books upon books than upon any other subject, s T aluays say, the deeoest thoughts are those
it Lot wsald, it 1 an wnertaking ds vithut precedent, and wiLL have no inators, a 1 e o shov y fellows a nan just as nature nade
andth gan i myelf, S atists vt to be buried alive,  The vise gay be ntructed by a fool, Love is an ocupation forthse vho
mother, Don't breathe air that hasn't first been boiled,  Hhen our vices Leae us, v flatter ourselves with the belief that it is we who
Her, i don't knon o it as who first discovered vater, bt v can e sure it vasn't fish,  Droerience is one fom of paralysis,  1f jou
bt fizst Jetter of 2 word, s almost inpossble to ind it i a dictioary,  Modesty n actrs is an artifice sinilar to passion in a call
T only thing o do with ood advice ds pass it on; it 1 ever of any use to oneself,  Hhen & oen cues to e for adiie, 1find out the
o adice e vans, and ive it o hin, A bachelo i a nn uho cones b work ech sorning fron a different ditection, It is't braggng if
e teally done it h ove ceprves you of solitde and oesn't ptovid you with ooy, B Das dine dn the fest hnes ere--gnce,  Self
I the greaest of all Flatteets, s nind s opene-0 open that ids simly pass through i, Be has not an eneny in the o, but none of
tlotds Like i, fle he s not dmber than an o, e vas o any srter either, i juent i5 50 poor he tuns  risk every tine be uses
1 despise the pleasue of plaasing people whon | despise ysclence” is that part of the psjche tat dissolves in- alcool, A demagoe
s dctrins ko b be untze t0 people ko to b idiots,  This i what 1 Lke to tink, & bell's bells, a nan can think uhat fe likes,
m California i a nice place to Live, iF you'te an ovange, It i hard to beliete thet & tan s telling the troth when you koo you el Lie
Wt in his plae, A iplonat e forgets & vonan's birthday, and never retebers her age, A saloon can't cormupt 3 good ten, any nore
A Snagoque can refomm a bad e, Bcation 1s what you st aguite without intefetence fron your - schooling Bucation is what renains
o0 ave forgoten all. you ave been taght, Baith can ove mountains, bt ot fumiture, et the Lord does s certaily best--probably.
S0t Just everything that evsts; God is everything that des ot orist, I oral conteact 't worth the paer it written o, In this
00f ours a1 b are slaves, thelr chains, howeer, differing it thei tank--5ae vearing gold others iron, It's absolutely inpossible--
e oL, By abeent o a god bk i forish abviogent, 1o anfel el il eating spaghett it taes 50 mch
i, Yoo could chatacterize it @ & clubere girls look for hushands. and hushnds Lo for gitls, The last tinewe et vas ity
te, - fy is it that th valls in a hotel von ae very tin e you try o sleep and very thick hen you want to listen,  Since any qood
sty should cotain oe or ove o the essential of religion, anntion, ser, mystery, swprise and rogalty, cosice this: "y God!" wept the
I“al tety-conest cueen; "1 an pregoant, and o can th fatter b Treasne, riches, hesped-up wealth, old and silier, hats and s,
S¥orth a fig, or even less, without qaety, candor, nodesty, and trust,  1F Life is a drea, please don't wake e, 'THs better o have loved
U5t than e o ave lost at all, 1 undevstand and knon full el that all ill die, both clerk and lay, and very beief will b their fare a5
% they have passed avay, nless a clerk sets it all down in books, 0 it nay Live and last, 1 know things, except myself,  People suffer
¥ arrasgrent at confessing o a Love affair then at engaging i one, He aliays looked 3 ift horse in the uth, 1t is @ very ordinaty
m0n thing anong nen to concedve, forsee, ko and resage the misfortue, bad luck, or disaster of another; but to have  the understanding,
o, Anokladg, and prediction of & vn's o mishap is very Scarce and are to b foud ayere,  Live ok, believe ne, vait o for the
} Gater e voseud uhile e ey, fen a e brings his wife a gift for o reason, thee's a reason,  The st estate of nan is- where he
te knovledge and goverrent of hineelf,  Of 1l Hhe infimities e have, the st savae is to Gesise our elng, fle vas 80 skimy e
Like he'd e pulled through @ eghole,  Though ve Long to get on stil, ve st scale them vith ou o egs and should e st upon the
% iror i e yorld, e skl ap o our o tal, e is guick to sy Ll Live to fight another dep,  Like  svimers sufacing
Ye ot of thg dhves, 2l enetge fron death, a enenging fron a dren, Bach age s s mods, s tastes, and it g Bl grasy
15 do oup yhigs, Nothing in the world endures, other than eteral change,  There are 1o children we love rore passionately than those born of
hins, e of whan e ate both father and mother, The qreatest minds are capable of te reatest vices as well as of the greatest virtues,
Sie g cae o fashion, ife s o been safe, T tesd classic sentences s Like comersing with the noblest ninds of bygone agS.
t conceve anting s steange and 5o inplausible the it hes ot alteady been said by one philoooher o anctte, fho holds all power rrust1
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ol thigs, e enly thing you ge free in this ife i artage, AL our hpiness is sbject to change, 10 o tine falling to the qround,
It as glass, but Just a fragile, Love s a qod teacher, instructing quickly in the ways of itself, Bvery nonent of Life is a  step tovard
h Tese sentences collecte ere ate ey and fresh this nomning, hile there 1g mothing a5 oldand tired as today's nevpper, Judged by most
ts results, Love is closr to hatred than o friendsip, ~ veryone comlains of his menory, bt no one complains of his judment, fhen jou et
e oint here you cheat for th sake of beauty, then you're an artit, He give nothin as freely as our advice, For one person who. e of
m fifty thousand dollars, & hundred people dream of being left a hundved thousand dollas, Hypoceisy is the tribate that vice pags to virtue,
e e of a ruler, a man oo i a position to do gond s st as daneros, and alnost a criniral, as one who intends to do harm, e post
Tstfl persons ate often the eatest des, 1t alL very vl o keep fod for aother ay, but pleasure should be takenas it cones,
1le prson should nver take a spouse without the consent of his or her reasmn ard must e take a Lover wnless prorpted by the beart, e die
Once, and for 5o long a tine,  It's not the seven deadly virtues that ke a pan 3 g0od husband, but the theee hurceed pleasing aniabiities,
0, Jop--tears of oy, T etemal silence of these infinite spaces frightens e, The ability to nake Lowe frivolously is e chief
acteristic vhich distinguishes hunan beings fron aninals,  Passions can Lead e on, ot reer blind ne, - War il never cease unil tebs begin

Into the vorld with Larger cevetrws and snaller adeenal glands, e v a resson for speaking, but none for keeping silent,  The worst
Metent of the sprit 1 to believe things because ve vant then to be 5o, not because e have seen then for vhat they are, o has but a short
t Live o ener neds to disseble, o o is atisFed with hi ot o dissaisfid withhis wit, A besuiful onan o has - the qualities
N accorplish man 1, of all the comversations in the world, the most celicious,  Hatred s 0 drable and obstinate that reconciliation on a
b i5 the troest sign of imerent death, 1 have never ko any distress that an hour's veading did not relieve, 1t is with oble sentiments
T Lievature gets witten, e best WAy b0 be boring i to leave nothing out, Mot all that shivers is cold, 1f God did ot elist, ue
1 hate o invent i, Prejudies ate vhat foos use for veason, Better to risk saving a uilty nan o codem an imocent one,  Thanks to
W@ auoid three great evils~-boredon, vice, and peed, Every true poet, independently of the ideas that come to him fron eternal truth, should
it s of the idas of his tine, In pursuing hagpiness, but withaut knowing whete to find it all of us are Like drumkrds trying to find
Uy hme, Tet's go sonere vhete [ can be alone, 11 cmes too soom; relief cones too Lae, I disapprove of what you say, but will
1t the eat jour ght to say it,  The finst step is the hardet, Cens is ut a grater aptitude for patience, A virgin's longing is a
Iy i & e tines worse i5 a m's esire, 1 ould vater Indulge in paradones than in prefudices, in ambiquities than catalogues, in
Estions than definitions, especially nov,  The painter should not paint what he sees, bt shat will be seen, My meditations, my usings are
"0 exchanting than vhen | an able to forget myself, - OF soe penpl ve should ot sa that tey fear o, but tat they ate aftaid of Hin,
5 tat e 15 Ny ke us i, Puserity to the philosoohe 1 shat the other vorld i to the religious men, Hhen a0 id 15, to vesk
i te st of simle exprssion, it shouldbe dropes, T future s sonething whch everyone veaches at the rate of sixty ninutes  an hour,
e e ogs, e e s, loung peple suffer Less from thelr o nistakes than fron older peopl's wisdon, o acraplish qreat  things, we
v 3 if e e peer going to e, Laay people ate alvays Loking for something to o, How like e the vcans of Love to those of the
" it mes peple oy i loving o do what ey ave to do,  Nani ate ke Light that sy i Lwinats a lare aen,  1f jou tell a
Hat e i acoontable for his actios to G alone e il soon act as if e vere aooountable to no one, 1t hes not een granted to all pen
Vet Iut tey canall. be ood, A quanter hou's pysical Intinacy between tio persons of different seves who feel for each other, 1 won't
I, by Liking, creates a truth, a tender interest, that even the most devoted riendship of ten years does ot inspire, Fate chooses our
1! e chooge ur friends, ~ fhenever thete is too much, stnething i Lacking,  Artist, oets, misiclans-- we keep on copyig others, no one
"0 You, Yo natter how this ney shock everyoe, the duty of Literature s to- say everyting,  Virtue, hoever Fine it ey be, nonetheless
* e ort ath to chone hen it i el o e to conat vice, fo in an atsolutly corrupted age, such as te e e are  Living in,
Saf?St 00urse i t0 0 as others do, 1f noessary taking the side of the wicked sho prosper tan of te righteous o fail, Life is 3 disease
W slgp e o palLitive relief evry sinten hours and death s a reney, ity the nanwho has othing ot nney, A qod critic is
tells the story of his nind's adventures amng the masterpieces, T o things to shich ve must tesign ouselves on pain of finding life
e g te raages of ine and hnen instice, e hest nemoris ate thse ve have fogotten,  Tere ate ove fols thn segs, & even
% there s pre folly than wisdon, 1 know of nly thre vays of Living in scietys one must be a begar, a thief, ot & vage camer, ety
st Goverment it desrves,  Of peace and i ve suneines gron veary, hut never of Loving or being dovd, T teach s to Lean tvce,
O frjgh i style wtat varmish s to painting it protects, akes duable, ends with a kind of etemnity,  imen swetines forgive a
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o wa. hepens When prepaation nests opportunity, A "cymic® i a blackouard uhose Faulty vision sees things as they are, Mot a> uiey wy w
h prinay purpose of a liberal education 1 to neke oe's nind & leasant place in which to spend ne's leiswre, e Long habit of living
56 U5 to ying,  Deocracy i the art of ruing th cirous from the nonkey cage,  an's capaciy for Justic mabes cemeracy possile, tut
Iclination to injustice nakes demercy necessary,  othing sucoeeds Like suceess, T chief defect of a democracy s that only the
cal party out of office knows how to run the goverment, My interest in the future in based upon ny sense that 1 an going to spend the rest of
e there,  Patriotisn is the last refuge of the sowdrel,  People who bite the hand that feeds them usually Lick the boot that kicks then,
jsics" is almost alieys an attempt to prove the incredible by an apoeal to the wnintelligible,  In a hieratchy every employee tends to rise to
el of Incompetence,  Poetry 1 not an assertion of the truth, but the naking of that truth nove fully real to us,  What s moral is what you
e after, Honesty, Like liberty, will not survive in statutes if it has died in the hearts of men, ~fen you prevent ne frem doing anything
to do, that is persecution; but when I prevent you from doing anything you want o do, that is law and order and morals, o love oneself is
iming of  Jifelong renaioe,  Don't talk wnless you can improve the silence, Reality is alvays more conserative than ideology, dying
5 t0 di, & a sleegy nan needs to sleep, and there cones a tine when it 1 wrong, as well as useless, to resist, Demoracy is 8 process by
te pople are free to chose the ian o will get the blate, [ an themaster of my fate, the captainof mysoul, Show te s qod and
s Loser and 1'1 show you a falure,  The counry that as only one i who can save it i not worthsaving,  But if a e appens to £ind
£ e b & ansion shich e can imabit with diguty all. the days o his Life, Bien a paranod can ave ral enenies, A iplonat aliays
FIS & Yoan's birtday but never Der age, It s possible that one reason for the trenendous intetest in sports these days is that 0 mch of
TR curtent neds seans to nake o sense,  The best suistitute for experience Is being sisteen,  Cenerally the theoties we believe ve call
i the faots v disbeliev we call. teoties,  CiviLization is nothing else but the attenpt to reduce force to being the last resort, A nan
ot iberal at siteen has no beatt; a nan o s ot conservative at sisty has o head,  Sport is the only place we Dave et where e can
i, A society of sheep must in tine beget & govermment of wolves,  Nothing in education i so astonishing as the amount of ignorance it
lats i the form of et fats,  The thing that crives a veal pro 1 siaply imer satisfaction--any real artist will koow what [mean, It
St inpssible to renenter, wen one i playing golf, bow tragic 2 place the wrld canbe, Tere is o fate that canot be surmounted by
Sless is not the result of spontaneous conbustion; you must set yourself n fire, The fault is not in our stars bt in ourselves that ve
érligs, T treat your fact with inagination i one thing, bt to inagine your facts is another,  Tere never has een any thirtyehour ek
“WT}O Nad anything to do, A "cynic” is a nan who, vhen be stells flovers, Looks avowd for a coffin,  ood people ate good because they've
" ¥isdm throwh failure,  Thete are o eternal Facts as tere are o absolte truths, AL eat horses ae fast, but mot all fast horses are
e you tead and ndersand a poen, conptehending its rich and forml meanings, ten you mster chacs  little, o is what nen sek,
Y0oup that gets it will abuse it, A bigot answering your questions resents your questioning his ansvers,  It's never too late to glve wp
"€Ndices,  Given a thinbleful of facts ve rush to nake eneralizations as lavge a a tub, It is easler to fight for one's principles than
0 o the, T nan ho sees the consisency in thing i a it the nan ho s the inconsisency i a hmorist, 1t i the preocougtion
Session, note than anything else, that prevents nan fron Livig freely and nobly, My nethed i to take the utmost trouble to £ind the right
5y, i then to saj 1t with the utmst levity, fle are all born mad; sone renain so,  Sucuess 15 a owney, ot a destination, A big lie
¢ Maisible than trth, e sain obLigation s to amse yourself, 'Faith" is an illogical belief in the occurrence of the imossible, A
Person i ane who can entan hinself, entertain guests and entertain ideas,  hose who cannot renenter the past are condemed to repeat
" 2 nan begin to call. himslf a "tealist," you can be sute e s precaring to o snething he i seretly ashane of coing,  itht heroes
all plajp peaple who don't know how far we can go,  Science without veligion 1 Lane, religion without science is blind,  The path that leads
Al taard to politial activity is steewn with our dead selves,  Tvery act of revelling expresses a nostalgia for imocence, A cynic is
oo the price of everything and the value of nothing, It doesn't natter if you're rich o poor, as long as you have money, Mo one is
10805 ol o Lighten the urdens of anotter, e comitte i & gtou of e o ndividually can o nothing but s & gpo decice
"0 can be o, - (ne man's vemonse s another man's venniscece, A little sicerity i a danerous thing, and a great deal of it is
ly‘fam. ndermine the entite structure of society by leaving the pay toilet door ajar o that the nest person can get in free, Inall
y 15ty e has not been o econanist o has had to worty about vhete the next neal would con from, 1 v ever Less alone  than while
& Mere is o failue except in no longer trying,  Eerience i th cond that Nature gives us vhen e ate bald, 1 b certainly koo
desmYedbytl'edesire to have a wife and chilren & to Keep them i confort than 1 have seen destroped by drink and harlots,
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SEPTIEME PARTIE

NOTIONS SUR L’'HISTOIRE DE L’ASTRONOMIE

I. — L’astronomie dans les temps anciens.

* 295. Origine de I'astronomie. — Le besoin de dislinguer les
saisons, d'en connaitre la durée, et par suite d'en prévoir le relour,
a conduit tous les peuples, dés la plus haute antiguité, & observer le
cours des astres. Les hommes s'apercurent bientot que le lever et le
coucher des principales étoiles pouvaient servir & cette détermination,
que la longueur de 'année se mesurait par le retour périodique du
Soleil & une étoile; mais toutes ces observations, consistant en quelques
remarques grossiéres, ne pouvaient former une science.
L'astronomie proprement dite ne commenca qu'a partir du moment
oil les observations antérieures ayant é1é recueillies, rapprochées et
comparées entre elles, on essaya d'en déduire des consé et de

19 EUEMENTS DE COSMOGRAPHIE
Jésus-Christ, une méthode théori

théoriquement exacte pour mesurer le
rapport des distances de la Lune, de la Terre et du Soleil. Evatosthéne,
son disciple, supp la Terre sphérique, déduisit la longueur de
T'un de ses grands cercles, de la mesure de I'arc compris entre Syéne
et Alexandrie, et trouva un résultat vraiment remarquable étant donnée
I'imperfection des moyens qu'il employait.

Pythagore, allant encore plus loin, admit le double mouvement de
1 la Terre sur elle-méme et autour du Soleil; mais toutes ces concep-
1 tions, conformes & la science d’aujourd’hui, nlétaient connues que

d'un petit nombre d'initiés, et la croyance commune, qui plagait la
Terre au centre de I'univers, devait persister jusqu'aux temps modernes.
Dailleurs, toutes ces grandes vérités manquaient de preuves évidentes;
elles étaient trop en contradiction avec les illusions des sens pour ére
admises par le vulgaire, et il faut attendre jusqu'au troisiéme siécle
avant Jésus-Christ, & I'époque ol commence & briller I'Ecole d' Alexan-
drie, pour trouver un ensemble d'observations méthodiquement exé-
cutées, faites avec des instruments propres 4 mesurer des angles et
calculées par des procédés trigonométriques.

Les positions des étoiles sont alors mieux déterminées, les inégalités
dans les mouvements du Soleil et de la Lune mieux étudiées; on suit
avec plus de soin les mouvements des plandtes. Enfin on voit énoncer,
pour la premiére fois, un systéme astronomi i I bl

que qui len e
des phénomenes célestes et essaye d'en donner une explication qui
satisfasse I'esprit.

297. Hipparque. — Hipparque, de Nicée, en Bithynie, le plus
l'anti

formuler les lois qui régissent les mouvements des corps célestes.

Au début, toute la science astronomique se bornait & observer le
mouvement des principales étoiles, leurs occullations par la Lune
et les planttes; on étudiait la trajectoire du Soleil au moyen de Iombre
des gnomons, celle des planéles en les suivant dans les positions suc-
cessives qu'elles occupent par rapport aux étoiles. Celles-ci furent
groupées- en constellations, et les signes du zodiaque servirent &
distinguer les saisons.

Onze sidcles avant Jésus-Christ, les Chinois avaient découvert I'obli-
quité de Décliptique. Les Egyptiens et les Chaldéens, célebres dans
"antiquité par leurs i iques, * issaient la
période de Saros (ne 233), qui permet de prédire les éclipses futures
au moyen de celles qui ont été observées pendant I'une de ces périodes.
Les Egyptiens savaient tracer la méridienne, ainsi que le prouve la
construction des pyramides de Memphis, orientées & moins d'une
minute prés.

,296. L'astronomie chez les Grecs. — Les Grecs apprireut des
Egyptiens a observer les phénoménes célestes. Thales,
connaissaient la cause des phases de la Lune; ils avaient
rondeur de la Terre. Aristarque de Samos, un des plus grands astro-
nomes qu'ait produit la Gréce, donna, trois ou quatre siécles avant

ey

grand de quité, vivait au deuxiéme sidcle avant Jésus-
Christ. 11 détermina, & quelques minutes prés, la durée de I'année
tropique, constata qu'elle était un peu moindre que celle de 365 jours {/;
adoptée jusque-l3, et trouva qu'il fallait en retrancher un jour 4 la fin
de trois sidcles.

11 étudia également les mouvements de la Lune, et, en comparant
ses observations relatives aux éclipses avec celles des Chaldéens, il
trouva la durée de ses différentes révolutions, P'excentricité de son
orbite et son inclinaison sur le plan de Pécliptique. 1l détermina la
parallaxe de la Lune et essaya d'en déduire celle du Soleil.

L'observation de I'inégalité des saisons lui fit découvrir 'excentricité
de l'orbite du Soleil; le premier, il eut I'idée de fixer la position des
lieux par la'longitude et la latitude. 11 dressa un catalogue détoiles,
pour qu'on pit reconnaifre, dans la suite des temps, les change-
ments qui se produiraient dans le ciel étoilé , et fut ainsi conduit & la
d de la p jon des équinoxes, son plus beau. titre de

gloire. :
Cet illustre astronome est remarquable par sa méthode, le nombre
et la précision de ses observations et les conséquences qu'il sut en tirer,

298. Ptolémée. — Plolémée, né & Plolémaide (Egypte), vers
T'an 430 de notre ere, est une des gloires de I'Ecole d’Alexandrie, Il
fut le premier qui rassembla en une sorte de code tous les procédés

L'été 83 ou 82, je suis allé avec Kat a Delphes, j'avais depuis longtemps le désir
deretngerlesoliviersenhmpétesousluhhises_nvecmﬁondhm
en plaine.

Clest malgré l'arrivée des cars aux immatriculations de mille contrées lointaines
malgré 'ascension (vers le théatre puis le stade) au milieu des shorts et des bobs, des
ombrelles et des tee-shirts :

Un choc réel

Cela tiend au regard de nos mémoires ;

A

retourné New York, passant dans ses villages :
traverser Canal street, enjamber poubelles et

Pour Polyphonix VII en Novembre 84, je suis
puis d dre les deux Broad:
gravats.

cestgrlceauxsi{énesetauxklmns(etl’lmiewucheéhmine,etleclmhudduery
netwle‘lzpue-bmedehlimousine bloguée au feu rouge) enfin grace aux odeurs et aux

IT WAS A KINDOM BY THE SEA..

Un choc splendide.

Cela tient au regard de mes souvenirs.
Mais personne ne peut plu;s entendre les vaticinations de la Pythie

et p ne peut le d'un poéte new-yorkais.

New York est morte peuplée de vieillards jadis géniaux qui vendent encore
Jeurs vieux débris par i diaire de leurs tranquilles et
généreux.

1l n'y a plus aucun artiste moderne ou jeune & New York, plus aucun poéte

contemporain, plus un seul inventeur récent, que des vieux qui anonnent leur

vieille rengaine sur des airs de rock et dans des décors de comics. 4
filles qui, la langue chargée
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Peu & peu Apollon, par la voix de la Pythie qui prophétisait dans son
sanctuaire, devint pour tous, individus et cités, le dieu de la purification et de la
juste solution des problémes aussi bien publiques que privés. D'ailleurs les oracles
rendus étaient, le plus souvent, tels qu'ils contribuaient a adoucir les moeurs et &
faire disparaitre des couturnes cruelles, venger, par exemple, un meurtre par un
autre. L'Oracle tendait encore & supprimer les causes de |'entre-déchirement dans
les petites cités de la Gréce archaique par I'encouragement de la colonisation. Ce
ne fut pas sans raison que les devises des Sept Sages que I'on pouvait lire dans le
temple d’Apollon, préchaient la sagesse, la modération, la mesure en toute chose.

Pourtant Apollon fut aussi le dieu des Arts, de la Musique et de la Poésie et les
Muses furent ses compagnes habituelles. La cithare, son attribut depuis sa
naissance, apaisait les puissances surhumaines. Il faudrait dailleurs noter que la
célébre féte des Jeux Pythiques devait sa splendeur plutdt aux concours musicaux
et poétiques; par contre, & Olympie c'étaient les concours gymniques qui
I'emportaient. En raison de tout ce qu'Apollon incarnait, les Grecs lui témoigne-
rent une profonde reconnaissance. Ainsi, aprés tout succés militaire, toute
entreprise importante, toute intervention du dieu pour sauver les hommes d'un
désastre ou d'un mal funeste, les fidéles affluaient a Delphes pour dédier &
Apollon, en témoignage de reconnaissance, des offrandes de tout genre parmi
lesquelles des édifices, les trésors, des statues en métal précieux et bien d'autres
précieux ex-voto.

La Pythie

La volonté d’Apollon était exprimée par la voix de la Pythie, une honorable
Delphienne. Primitivement, la Pythie était une jeune fille mais plus tard il fut décidé
qu'elle devait avoir dépassé la cinquantaine. Elle vivait dans le sanctuaire
d’Apollon et la vie qu'elle menait devait étre en tout point irréprochable. Au temps
ou I'Oracle prospérait il y avait trois Pythies mais plus tard, a I'époque imperiale, il
n'y eut qu'une seule.

Avant toute consultation de I'Oracle il était nécessaire qu'un certain rituel fat
suivi aussi bien par la Pythie que par les consultants (théopropes). Tout consultant
devait d’abord payer une taxe, le pelanos, qui n'était pas la méme pour tous, puis
se purifier avec |'eau de la fontaine Castalie; ensuite il s'approchait du grand autel
d’Apollon, situé devant le temple, pour y offrir le sacrifice préliminaire (on immolait
d’habitude une chévre mais aussi des boucs et d’autres animaux). La béte devait
étre exempte de toute imperfection. Avant le sacrifice on I'aspergeait d'eau froide;
si elle commencait a trembler et a tressaillir de tous ses membres, il était évident
que le jour était “faste”, qu'Apollon était favorablement disposé et qu'il consentait
a donner audience. :

A Torigine, les consultations avaient lieu une fois I'an, le 7 du mois Bysios
(jour anniversaire d’Apollon) qui était le huitiéme mois de I'année delphique
(février-mars). Mais au fur et & mesure que les consultants devenaient plus
nombreux il fut fixé que les consultations pourraient avoir lieu le 7 de tous les
mois, sauf les trois mois de I'hiver pendant lesquels Apollon quittait Delphes et se
rendait chez les Hyperboréens. Ces trois mois appartenaient a Dionysos, a quil'on
rendait un culte particulier par des.fétes sur le Parnasse (selon une tradition les
restes de Dionysos se trouvaient dans I'adyton sous 'omphalos ou bien aupres du
trépied prophétique).

Le sacrifice s'étant révélé favorable, la Pythie entrait dans le temple aprés
s'étre purifiée avec I'eau de la fontaine Castalie; elle était suivie des prétres ou
prophétes'qui allaient assister et participer a la consultation. Apres avoir fait des
fumigations de feuilles de laurier et de farine d’orge au-dessus du foyer ou brilait
le feu immortel, la Pythie descendait par un escalier dans I'adyton, le lieu
prophétique par excellence (salle basse située sous la cella du temple), tandis que
les prétres et les consultants (théopropes) attendaient & cté, dans une petite salle,
I'oikos, d'ou ils posaient & haute voix la question qui les préoccupait. La Pythie
ayant bu de 'eau de la source Cassotis qui coulait dans I'adyton, s'asseyait sur le
trépied prophétique qui se trouvait prés de I'omphalos touchait; ayant
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L'EPEE D'OR
B8 (Premier chant)

Ayant eu a Delphes la révélation
De son ascendance

Le fils d'Apollon courut boire

L'eau sacrée a la sortie de la pierre.

Ecoutant au milieu de sa téte

Les vaticinations de la Pythie

Le descendant de la terre recueillit dans une gourde séche
L'eau de lumiére et de bruit.

Regardant ses méres ancestrales

Gaia, Pheebé, Léto et Hécate

s L'enfant d'Ouranos connut le lieu originel de sa naissance :
Dans la deuxiéme parenthése de I'Eubée.

A Erétria il danse et marche
Parmi les trésors et les ruines,
1 transforma I'arc en Lyre

Et son orgueil prit sa démesure.

Ne connaissant la déesse ou la mortelle qui connut Apollon
Le fils nominal du planteur de vigne

Vola la parole divine de Zeus

Et prit possession de l'oracle.

Ramenant dans la vallée de I'Arc

Sur d'autres rives méditerranéennes

L'eau de la fontaine Kastalia

11 mit le feu au laurier et a la farine d'orge.

Arrachant les racines d'arbre de plusieurs essences

Le frére d'Orphée, de Linos, d'Aristée, d'Asclepios et de Troilos
Ne sachant la mére réelle dont il était la conséquence
Construisit le trépied.

Recueillant, de ses mains en ailes, le vol du milan ;
Ivre des fumées et des vapeurs parnassiennes,
Au fracas de ses cris et au tumulte de ses gestes
11 instruisit ceux du siécle vingtiéme.

3 3 RSN
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L'EPEE D'OR
(deuxiéme chant)

De Thalie, Apollon eut les Corybantes
Et de I'une de ses sceurs : moi !
Suis-je le fils de I'histoire ?

Ou celui de la tragédie ?

D'Uranie, Apollon eut Linos et Orphée

Le maitre d'Héracles et le charmeur des enfers
Suis-je, moi aussi, I'enfant des étoiles ?

Ou celui qui charme et murmure ?

Qui d'Euterpe ou de Terpsichore
M'a donné le sein ?

Qui d'Erato ou de Caliope

Ma donné le sang ?

Aucune de celles-ci.

Quand je considére mon visage et mes gestes
Je sais que ma parole s'orne du mouvement
Et cest bien Polymnie qui est ma maman.

Mais & la relecture de mes cris

Mais 2 la reconduite de mes gestes

Et malgré ce que je viens d’énoncer a linstant
Je sais que ma mere réelle c'est Clio!

Si Polymnie efit été homme et Clio femme
Si Clio eat été homme et Polymnie femme
Tis ou elles auraient eu un enfant :
Une fille qui aurait ét¢ ma maman.

Alors je prophétise mon ascendance :
ie devint poulpe méle
Ce fut la premiére métamorphose,
Clio devint mouette femelle : ce fut la deuxiéme.
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NOTE DU JARDINIER

rLe geste rituel se déroula
donc dans le quartier des
Bonsfils (photographie N° 1),
a Ventabren (photographie
Ne2) a I'été 85.

L'hiver 85/86 fut rude, sévere
(et glacial, et I'olivier du jar-
din creva du gel.

En fait, il se dessécha de
froid, le squelette de T'arbre,
suite naturelle et naturelle
de la cérémonie estivale
chantée tout-a-I'heure se ré-
véla.

L'arbre qui fut I'un des attri-
buts essentiels du fils d’Apol-
Jon a I'été 85 et I'arbre révélé
a l'hiver 85/86 sera le méme
olivier (photographies des
pages 6 et 7 - celles du haut
- Cf. chant n’ 1 et chant n° 2)
est le méme olivier (photo-
graphie N° 3).

Simon le naif le scia a la
base et le renversa, puis ce
fut l'offre au fils d’Apollon
gui avait reconnu dans le
tronc et ses premieres rami-
fications : le trépied sacré.

BIBLIOGRAPHIE :

* Eléments de cosmographie par F.J.
Editeurs Alfred Mame et Fils (TOurs)
et Ch. Poussielgue (Paris) 1892.
* Delphes par Basile Petrakos
Edition mClio (Athénes) - 1977.
* Change International N° 2
DFondation Transculturelle Interna-
tionale (Paris) - 1984
 Dlc(k)s N° 71.

. Eﬂﬂms NePE (Vemabren) 1985.
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‘-ués i Bella

I AROPOFAGICO
|

dhora
05 2 decirnos
| Quedanente, hirviendo de fraternidad
I representanos 1a nano vigja del ropave]ero,
bre tivantes ! radio roto, sombreros sin llston,
2 vaquinaria desvencijada renoliendo el piso
iin de niradas viliosas strgiendo de este carronato;

"to al payaseo de mls 0jos asonbrado entre rendijas,
°]°S todos Los ojos,
itrine de hasura culta, olvidada en su esencia
kmmmwmmmo
'tﬂqado en el destape de 1a botella vacua que ne rodea,
Plizando ¢] gerillo en las pestaias del velorlo,
“adas de] ataid
Flado e incognitas en silencio, adoloridas
& tristesa bruta del reloj desinfornado
% oscas ofo ausban cantan
5 bocas pldcidas de pastLlos instituidos
& brosa pasta de alinento trunco
! nforyaojon 10h fauces falaces!
MModquo®IMHmmeOmWMmm

" Wisiera torcerles el cabello, tremar sts duds,
Do sorpresa su cordura
s st en i honbos, cargdo, caradr

“‘ar Mm envolturss saas (oS
1no plunas

: Hov 14 like to M‘st their hair, to braid thelr doubts,

Tonds Di Bella

CANNTBAL POEN

And now

let's tell ourselves

very quietly, boiling with brotherhood

that we represent the old hand of the rag nan,
between suspenders and broken radio, ribbonless hats
with the rickety machinery grinding the floor

soupy bilious looks spouting from this cart;

[ slng to the clowmery of ny eyes surprised anong
crevices,

jJour eyes, all the eyes,

disenhowels the elegant garbage, forgotten n its essence
iith nothlnq to know nore than step after step

siollen in the wncorking of the emty hottle that
surrounds ne,

slipping the natch in the eyelashes of the vake

quifaus fron the coffin

covered with bristles of the silent unknown, the doleful
ones

in the brute sadness of the uninforned clock

and the f1ies hov they huzz and sing

in the placid nouths of noninated passagenays

with the tasty goo of nained food

h infornation! O pointless jawbones!

feeling the pleasure of abrupt displacenent

tﬂm:' mbz g
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canta el gallo en las bocas de sus vicios, hernoso,
sale el rostro de cara a sus nonedas,
con el aire de sus Llantas claveteadas
y sus forros de arcoiricas palabras,

con el pasto de sus vientres encrespados
La campana de la casa en el muro

y nadie abre

j nadie escucha (a quién le inporta),
todos sonos en el sonido insistente
trozos de ufa en el cenicero

nudillos en la puerta de netal heridos
tablado roto en teatros clausurados
putas viejas de lablos sin licor;

Somos Gxido en escapes hilarantes, pitorreros
pescado ojon de venta en el desierto, hrutal
tifia de pelos en la lengua longa,
insatisfecha, hineda, intrigante.

Senténonos ahora a devorar, devordndonos

las nafianas con sus nuevos trapos quisquillosos,
sobre 1a mesa vacua de abundancia existencial
encendiendo notores de rabia razonada, altamente,
altanente,

con utensilios de diseccidn conabitada;

100 rostros de carnes fofas reflejados en 1lanto corneo!

i0h besos notbos en mures upitehaw, eonwee,

finitos, desaninados! g

oY Bam g ( 4 8

8
L

the rooster crows in the nouth of their vices, beau I
the coing cone up heads, |
yith the air of their nailed down cries
and rainbov-vorded Linings,

yith their frizzled vonbs' pasture

and plans of thelr {llusory grants

The doorbell on the wall

and no one opens

and no one Listens (who cares),

e're all in the insistent sound :
pieces of fingernail in the ashtray !
wounded Knuckles on the netal door '
busted stage in sealed theaters
old dry-1ipped whores; '

fie're oxide in laughing ges exhausts, joshers
bigeeyed fish for sale in the desert, brutal
ringiorn on the fatty tongue,

unsatisfied, dank, neddler.

e o B A

let's now sit doin to devour, devouring for ourselié
the nornings with their nev fastidious rags,
on the enpty table of existential abundance i
Lighting up notors of rational fury, eiceedingly, i
exceedingly,

yith scalpels in hand;

(h faces of spongy £lesh reflected in callous cry'
0h goatish kisses on epldermal walls, conical,
finite, despondent!

Yohagen \a01da0k M 1y 20desp
Rifie dstudions 4k obrxemr 1
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thos de nonos nitdnanos (que delicia)
fntes en La noche en wna cerenonia badulague
ptendando deseos de video-vicisitues
{iyados al niedo en callejones culebreros de la anistad:

eres b
f tuckacha de pelo alquitranado en nagasin,
| tusa bella de Los pies torcidos,
i €1 docunento caliente en la corbata civica,
¥ teinado puloro en Gabetas autorizadas,
F tontin dndiferente en los elogios de butaca,
' terico rutilante del verde nonetario y simplon,
F eno aplastante Que yace en la carne loca, sola,
Wgelada;
i
Fhitos de cuero en el Lodo porfavocero, anigodo,
Miedor de Lajes de papel espefilante, haratero, ranpldn,
F™ento de ediicios y escritorios calisténticos,
Jiles,
F0ter de payasos categoricos, finos, de alcurnia
Jhtivg,
N %eros puitv
K&t inguietos aglutinando poces,
J¥iritas emascarados tras trinches hoscos, afiebrados,

!
1S ustees yy0
‘1“05 envieltos en la placente de lo estupidanente
iy

"hrquMaHMwMaul@ﬁowwmmmﬂm

" s ntemiable de ests oela poroza;

b .wflﬂ.-iwmm g Al
- ol o lod toards the smit

Mythical nonkey butfoons (how delicious)

together in the night in a stupid fool's show
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And it's you

the girl with tarred hax in the nagasin

beautiful muse with twisted feet,
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nashed sybarites behind tight-lipped forks, fever-eyed.

AL of you and I

fall wrapped in the placenta of the stupidly hunan,
in the rabid repetition of compensatory gesture,
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skull in the forest,/ The Flaw Of The ldeal Is That 1t Does Not En-
counter Tine Or Touch Having trouble with the expectations of
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