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Bakersfleld--Again we are late with the newsletter.
We're either going to have to change or publication date or
change the schedule of the publishere. My schedule is
changing a bit, so’perhaps you'll see us in your mailbox
_earlier next month. Elizabeth has been helping with the
. typing this month and has done, as always, an excellent job.
Delana and her good-looking friend have been helping dean
enclose the front porch. Don is in the print shop anxiously
awaiting this page so we can complete printing and start the
, collacing party, sd I guess 1'd better get busy!

Subscriptlon rates. are S8 U. S., $16 foreign surface $32
foreign air mail. Ad rates are $36 for a full page, $20 for
1/2 page, $14 for anything less than 1/2 page. Ads must be
camera ready We always welcome submissions--typed double-
spaced if possible, but we're not real picky.

DON'T FORGET THE PAGAN STUDIES CONTEST! We have already
begun to recelve entries. The deadline is June 21st, 1986.
If you haven't heard about the contest, send a SASE for

information.
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Notes from The Doctor .

A short parable:

One day in a lotus garden, a Master known far and wide for
his great wisdom was approached by a novice who asked him how

he, too, might be wiae.

Ty il

"My wisdom,"" replied ‘the Master, "derives solely from my
daily partaking of the Gems of Wisdom.'" So saying, the.
Master brought forth a small pouch. Taking the pouch, the
novice withdrew from it a number of small brown balls which

he ate w1th much eagerness.

As the Master watched, the novice soon slowed in his greedy
‘'repast and 'his face grew dark.

"Ohi, Master, '"" the novice cried as he spat out the remaining
pellets, these Gems of Wisdom are but balls of parrot dung'”

Whereupon the Master departed saylng, "Behold, O.Seeker of
Knowledge, your wisdom has already increased con31derab1y'”

I S s R e e

Ye Olde Herb Doctor by Tarostar

Four Step Plan to Treat Ulcers

l. It is important to begin to eliminate the tension in the
nerves which brings on an attack of ulcers. For this, brew a
standard 1nfu310n of scullcap (one teaspoon herb to one cup
boiling water). Rx: two cups per day.

2. Treat the' ulcerations of the intestinal and stomach
lining with the powder of the slippery elm bark. One heaping
teaspoon of the herb to one pint boiling water, brewed as a
standard infusion. Rx: one cup two times daily before the.

morning and everiing meal.

3. To treat the ulcers themselves, boil 1/2 ounce of
licorice root in one pint of water for ten minutes. Remove
that from the heat. Add thereto to steep a 1/2 ounce of
plantain and one teaspoon lemon balm/melissa. Allow.the .

mixture to-cool. Rx: three cups per day.

(cont. next page)
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" Ye Olde Herb-Docto:,(gqnt.) by Tarostar

4. Strive for a more alkaline balaﬁge to the diet. That
means to cut down on meat and dairyTprodq¢t§ and increase the -
amount of raw vegetables and fruit eaten daily. Also, some

experts recommend the capsules of golden seal, myrrh, and 7
capsicum in combination for this ailment. e

The main thing is to try to eliminate nervous tension with
the nervine herbal remedies as much as possible. The only
lack of success I have had with this, method was;with a local
""lady of the evening' who would not do anything to. relieve
tension from her life--tension with her pimp, tension _because
of the vice squad, tension from the strange appetites of
certain customers. Unless changes in lifeéestyle are made, no
herbal or pharmaceutical remedy will help very much. Of :
course, the above case is the extreme, but it illustrates
that constant tension will prevent any healing :virtues in the
herbs from being effective. o v |

Ye Olde Herb Doctor does not suggest one go without orthodox
medical advice if the condition seems serious, but once a
proper diagnosis has been rendered, one is free to seek one's
own cure. Herbalists do not want to precipitate an invectilva .
contra medicum, but there are decided limitations to
pharmaceutical treatments which herbs can supplement. Also,
herbs have limitations and could be augmented by a standard
medical practice. A healthy balance of the two philosophies
would be best.

B N % e+ o o+

At the Sound of the Tone by A Friend’

The Sun rises centered in the east;Ffacing portals of the
ancient temples of Babylon. " :

The worlds of light and dark'appro&ch bal&QCe;.;

Of old, the Tigris and Euphrates swelled pouring forth flood
and fertility. The rays of the vernal equinox's star warms
the face of the musing sphinx. The heavens await the birth -
of Aries as the pregnant' Earth begins to warm and dry.

At home, the spiral-budded alder and golden-bedecked furze
are blooming. -The furze fires will be lit in the wastelands.
Budding and new growth will be stimulated.

(cont. next page)
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At the Sound of the Tone (cont.) by A Friend .

In ash groves, some clans w111 meet to honor the Lady of
Whin. ; - %

About the time of Julius Caesar Diodorus recorded that every
nineteenth cycle Apollo would appear to his worshippers in
Britain playing a harp and dancing across the sky. He would
so cavort until the rising of the Pleiades (Diodorus Siculus,
Book II, Chapter III). -

The rapture of spring and promlae of summer are ours as ‘are
death's kiss and the Summerland's breezes.

Some celebrate the equinox as Beltalne others recognize
Beltaine at Mayday. If you are in the process’ of planning or
" erecting a ritual worshlp site you should consider- waking
early on the occasion of the equinox sunrise. You may have
noticed that ol' Sol, though always r131ng in the east and
setting in the west, does not always rise in the same east.
Sunrise appears to move north and south.along the horizon
through:thei‘course of the' seasons. The -centerline of the’
rising equinox sun:'is-true east. If you mark it this year
with a stake or stone “or permanent indicator, then next year
you will not need a calendar. When the Sun rises centered on
your marker, 'tis time for the rites to begin. * -

+  + o+ o+ + '+ ¢ Uy (e a8

More from Miss Manners' Guide to Excruciatlngly Correct
Behavior (New York: Warner, 1982)

Ed note (LF): Another excerpt from Miss Manners this month
has been predicated by yet another person who has completely
ignored the sign on our front door, did not take it *
serlously, or who was illiterate. The sign says, briefly, if
you don't have an appointment, if you haven't called or 1f
it is not an emergency, GO AWAY. There is one exceptlon, and
if you don't have a dog named Sam, it isn't you. For those
well-mannered folk who would never think of barging in'on .
witches without some forewarning, I hope you find as much
amusement in thls plece as I did. -

On Vlaitlng

The charming old custom of calllng, or paying short regular
visits to one's entire acquaintance to thank:them for
hospitality, mark the milestones of life, and generally

(cont. next page)
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More from Miss Manners (cont.)

acknowledge their existence, has died out of general 'use
simply because it was time consuming, boring, and without
content. Eventually, Miss Manners has noticed, it was
replaced by television. e '

In its true form, calling was a lady's principal occupation.
Each one chose a day of the week on which she declared
herself at home to receive calls, and the rest of the week
was spent out inflicting visits on others. Births,
engagements, marriages, moves, and deaths required that thosec
who performed them, or their immediate relatives, be called
upon. Every guest had to call on every hostess after every
party. Then every call had to be returned with a call equal
in length but opposite in direction. 3 i

It kept the ladies on the streets, rather than off, and
rebellion arose. Dear Edith Wharton recalled her mother's
day, when ''the onerous and endless business of 'calling' took
up every spare hour,' and how 'by the time I grew up, the
younger married women had emancipated themselves and simply
drove from house to house depositing their cards, duly turned
down in the upper left-hand corner, to the indigantion of
stay-at-home hostesses, many of whom made their servants keep
a list of the callers who 'did not ask,' so that these might
be struck off the next season's invitation list--a punishment
borne by the young and gay with perfect equanimity, as it was
only the dull hostesses who inflicted it."

For a long time the drama continued ‘symbolically with the
actors absent from the stage. Small strange niceties
developed, such as a lady's being honor-bound to be present
in her carriage while her footman took the cards--one each
from each lady 'in her family for each lady in the called-upon
family, ‘and a card each from the gentlemen in the calling
family for every person in the called-upon family--to the
servant whose job it was to announce that the lady of his
house was not at home.

The virtual disappearance of this crucial servant brought an
end to the vestigial remains of calling, everywhere but in a
few diplomatic communities where the civilized pleasure of
sitting face to face for fifteen minutes with someone with
whom you have little in common, perhaps not even a language,
is still appreciated. / | ' |

(cont. next page)
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More from Miss Manners

Otherwise, modern calling has been reduced to the following
paltry rules:

1. Real, old-fashioned, in-person calls are paid upon a
birth and death and, if appropriate and welcome, on the
occasion of .an illness. Calling on new neighbors is charming
but optional. In all of these cases, one must telephone to
make an appointment but new parents and the newly bereaved
are supposed to make themselves available to receive these

visits.

2. Hospitality is generally considered sufficiently
acknowledged by the offer of comparable return hospitality.
The exception is the seated dinner, for which a letter or a
telephone call (Miss Manners prefers the letter) is required.
Other letters of thanks for hospitality are always
appropriate, but not mandatory.

3. . Routine soc1al calling is done by telephone. That 1is,
one can call, in this fashion, nearly any time of day and
expect, as the ladies plying;the avenues in their carriage
did, to be received unless there is a specific excuse
offered. The facility with which people can be trapped by
callers by telephone is, in Miss Manners' opinion, one of the
serious drawbacks of modern life. (Ed note: A phone |
answering machine, which takes calls when one is not
available, is a marvelous solution to convenience gone awry
in this fashion. ) She recommends leniency in accepting
excuses by the called upon of pot being able to talk, and’
makes. it a point of honor never to recognize the voice of a
lady explaining that she is not at home.

4, DROPPING IN DOES NOT EXIST IN PROPER MODERN SOCIETY.
(Ed.'s emphasis.) Those who practice it should be prepared
not to recognize by sight ladies who are trying to establish
that they are not at home.

Ed. note (LF) | There are two more excerpts from this

section which I add to the above so that those who persist in
dropping in on folks will be somewhat prepared for a cool
reception:

"Dropping-in'' is an old, warm, friendly, neighborly custom
which is properly despised by those on whom it is practiced.
Under no circumstances should one let an untimely visitor
cross one's threshold. In the absence of a butler to say

(cont. next page)
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More from Miss Manners (cont.)

that one is not receiving, one must say it oneself. "I'm
sorry, I can't receive you now," must be said firmly, after
which the door must be shut firml The unannounced visitor
must learn to expect this sort_of nonreception. The world
would be a better place if we all had butlers again.

and

Religious tolerance does not extend to donating one s time to
whoever asks.

So there.
+ + + - + + S+ O+ +

Will The Real Witch Please Stand Up? by Stan

R e ey ——— T s —

Panel Contestant Number One, are you a good witch?
Answer: Yes, I am.

Contestant Number Two, are you a good witch?
Answer: Yes, I am.

Contestant Number Three, are you a good witch?
Answer: I use my power as I see fit.

Question: Where do you get your power, number one?
Answer: 1 get it from our Lady, the Goddess.

Number two, where do you getiyour power? ~
Answer: I draw it from the Cosmos; I have learned to’ tap
cosmic energy.. '

Number three, where do you get your power”,
Answer: Some of it is called down; some of it 1is ralsed up.

Question: Do you wear clothes when you work, number one?
Answer: No, we work what we call skyclad. T =

Question number two: Do you wear clothes when you work7
Answer: No we do not. : -

Contestant number three: Does your group wear clothes?
Answer: . No, we nearly always are robed..

(cont. next page)
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Will the Real Witch Please Stand U ?i(cont;w;

Contestant er one aare’all of your ritua&s secret . known
. only to’ a w? - | + S L £l
:eAqgwer.‘ Yes, our rituals*are very secret. LT t

Contestant number two are your rituals searat?
Answer: Yes, very much so.

Number three, the same question.

" Answer: No, many:people think they are but ‘they can all be
found in print if you look hard enough and recognize them
when you see them.

Contestant Number One, what do you call your beliefs?
Answer: They constitute a religion, called Wicca.

Number two, is' that true for you also?
Answer: Yes, it is.

Number three?
It is a religion and we call it Wicca.

Number one, how old is your religion?

Answer: Our beliefs 8o back many centuries to prehlstorlc
times. -

|

Number Two? . . |
Our beliefs are centurieé old.

Number three, ‘how old are yoyr beliefs?
Answer: Some of them' go back into the ages, some of them
date only to the turn of the last century.

Number one, are there any overtones of the judeo-xtian
beliefs in your religion? . e , A

*eAnswef Oh, 'my--no!

N“PPPr two, same, question. o
'Certalnly not such a thing is unthinkable. :

Number three do you agree? | '
Answer: No, "I'm afriad I can't agree. There are many

cabalistic overtones in modern day Wicca.

Number one how do you contain the power your raise?
Answer: We draw a nine foot circle and hold it in there.

(cont. next page)
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Will The Real Witch Please: Stand Up? (cont.) by’ ‘Stan

Number two, how do you keep the power you raise?
We draw a circle containing our cone of power.

Number three, do you do the same?
Answer: No, we follow the old, old ways ‘and work within a
sSquare. * :

Number one, does the name Vlach0poulos mean anything to you?
Answ%r:ano I'm afraid not. -

Does it to you, number two?
Answer: No, it doesn't.

Number three, same question.
Answer: Yes, Doreen Vlachopoulos, a very gifted writer of .
some of our chants and rituals. e

Number one is-there-a‘god as well as_a:goddESs in ypur
beliefs? = . .. s ~
Answer: Yes, a Lord and Lady.

Number two,'ls this true for you, also?
Answer: Yes, it is.

Number three, which is the most powerful, the lord or the
lady?

Answer: They share power equally, although since we follow
the olden precepts the magister is usually in charge,

Number eone, .do you - have a written scripture? Sl
Answer: Yes we do. It is called the Book of Shadows.

Number three, do you agree?
Answer:: In a sense I do, but our Book of Shadows may and.
sometimes does change. - We are ‘a very eclect1c group.

Number one, is this book held by the ngh Pr1estess7
Answer: Yes, indeed.

(cont. next page)
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Will The Real Witch Please Stand UE? (cont ) by Stan :

Number two?
Answer: Oh, yes.

Do you agree with that number three7 ‘

Answer: . No,:we folkow- Ehe old ways and'the magister always
| kept the book. A mother's children could be tortured by. the

xtians and would reveal the otherst;.t' £ T _ e

._"r'f f"

“"Number one do you think the burning times are over and done
with? - " A -
Answer: Yes, I think so.

And you number two?
Answer: Yes, we no longer need to hlde.

‘Number three, is this true?'

Answer: Not really A great deal of bigotry, 1ntolerance,
ignorance and ;the use of ‘a scapegoat by thieving politicians
still remains. Many would bring. them back if they could.

Number one, do all wicca people agree.in: thelr bellefs?
Answer: No, they don't. | |

Number two?
Answer: No, they don't.

Number three, .since different folk among you “have d1fferent

beliefs, which, if any, are valid?
Answer: It is true that you will find as many different

shades of belief as you will covens, but if it works and it
seems to for them, then it is a valid belief.

Panel moderator: We are out of time, Thank you,'
contestants, and now it is time for. our panel to vote. Is it
number one,. "number two, or can it even be number three? Will

the real Witch please stand up

How do you vote? Number one, number two, or number three?
Or can they all be Witches? | 5o S

+ + + + e R R e e

A lawyer of advanced age asked, '""How old are you, madam?"

A long pause ensued.
"Don't hesitate, my dear," he urged, '"The longer you wait,

the older you become."

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *x *x *x
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Kore by Charles Arnold

Golden maiden

green hair ablaze in the sun

walking over the fields
- stepping so carefully into every furrow
bringing fertility to the earth

with the first menstrual blood

as it drips from between

your loving thighs.

Walk with us gracious lady

bless our fields and our flocks

our herds and our selves

may we be fertile in your name

may fields grow green then gold

may bellies become round and full of new life
bless us as we serve you

with our work and our song and our loving.

+ + + + + + + + +

Ways of the Witchling by Tarostar

Gather to me, my Witchlings bright,
Vith sparkling eyes and inner light.
List well these words that I do cite,
To flower thy charms with Vitchy lMight.

lieed the Ancient Law of Three,

It hath the Vitch's reason to be:

VVhat thou givest the Gods to share
Returneth a blessing thrice made fair.
The good thou doest thy fellow lMan
Thrice blesseth thy life's sure plan.
The evil thou wouldst generate
Returneth thrice strife and hate.

An' It Harm None, Do As Thou Vilt, be thy sacred bounden
duty.

Responsibility to Farth, not taking Fer as Pooty.

Co-habitate in all thy ways

Vlith every creature all thy days.

Perfect Love and Perfect Trust, seemeth unrealistic at first,
Put it be that for which the Woild doth thirst.

Haphazard love it meaneth not to seek,

First find trust, then love shalt peak.

(cont. next page)
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Vays of the Witchling (cont. ) by Tar

o ——— L — —

Vithout the one, the cthzr shalt die
And not even be found in the Bye and Pye.

A balanced life avoidinp excess

Ailoweth thee all to express

In moderstion the joys of Life

Along with its ills that out like a knife.

Cause and Fffect and Compensation .
Create this Vorld's pomp and sensation.

Guard well thy thoughts end words and acts,
For they bringeth to thee accomplished facts.

Forth thou goeth into this VWorld of trevail.
Let my words gird thee with Witches' mail.

Be true to the waycs of the Ancient Ones of (0ld
And thy Spirit shalt have the hue of pure gold.

+ + - + + + + + + < + -

\/hen the Hounds of Spring by Algernon Charles Swvinburne

Fd note (LF): This is an excerpt from The Literaore of
Fngland, Volume Two (George K. Anderson, et al, eds.
;TZDVTFH, IL: Scott, Foresman and Co., 1679 ed.,. The poem
is from Atalanta in Ca’ydon. The following note is also from

the text:

Atalanta in Calydon concerns the famous hunt for the wild
toar wich was sent, according to legend, by Artemis,
revengeful goddess "of the moon, to ravage Calydcn, a province
ir ancient Cresce. leleager killed the beast and pros-nted
the spoils of victory to Atalanta, an Arcadian buntres: vith
whom he had fellen in love. Vhen Loxous and Plexipnus,
brothers of Cueen Althaea, Meleager's mother, attempted to
rob the huntress of her prlme tlexr nephew slew them. On
hearing of the tragedy, heleager e mother burned to aches the
fagot uvupon which her son's life depended, and vhich sie had
carefully preserved up to that time. The Openlng chorus of
the drama, "When the Hounds of Spring' is sung Ly & group of
maidens {rom Aetolia, an ancient erek province.

The poem begins on the next page.

(cont. next page)
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Vays of the Witchli

A i, e oy e —— —— i

Vithout the one, the cthezer shalt die
And not even be found in the Eye and Pye.

A balanced life avoiding excess

Alloweth thee all to express

In moderstion the joys of Lirfe

Along with its ills that out lile a knife.

Cause and Fffect and Compensation .
Create this Vorld's pomp and scnsation.

Guard well thy thoughts and words and acts,
For they bringeth to thee accomplished facts.

Forth thou goeth into this Vorid of trevail.
Let my words gird thee with Witches' mail.
Be true to the wayc of the Ancient Ones of (Cld

And thy Spirit shalt have the hue of pure gold.
+ + + + + - + + + < + -

/hen the Hounds of Spring by Alpernon Charles Swvinburne

_h-u“-—--—-‘

Fd rote (LF): This is an excerpt from The Literatpore of
Fngland, Volume Two (George K. Anderson, et &I, eua.
"iiﬁﬁ?Fv IL: Scott, Toresman and Co., 1979 eo.,. The poem
is from Atalanta in Calydon. The following note is also from

the text:

Atalanta in Calydon concerns the- famcus hunt for the wild
toar wich was sent, according to legend, by Artemis,
revengeful goddess of the moon, to ravage Calyc“n a Province
irn ancient Cre=ce. leleager llllmo the beast and preos-nted
the spoils of VLLtory‘to Atalantae, an Arcadian bur*rugt vith
whom he had fallen in love. Uhen ioxnus and P1h¢1?ﬁu?
brothers of Cueen Althaea, Meleager's mother, :

rob the huntress of her prize, their nephew slew them 1
hearing of the tragedy, 1eleagér g mother burned to acshe tne
fagot upon which her son's life depended, and ;e had
careiully preserved up to that time. ;he op¢ nlng chorus of
the drama, ”Uhen the Hounds of Spring" is sunp Ly & group of
maidens from Aetolia, an ancient trpek province.

The poem begins on the next page.

(cont. next page)
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When the Hounds of Spring (1865)

When the hounds of spring are on winter's traces,
The mother of months in meadow or plain

Fills the shadows and windy places

- Vith lisp of leaves and ripple of rain;

And the brown bright nightingale amorous

Is half assuaged for Itylus,

For the Thracian ships and the foreign faces,
The tongueless vigil, and all the pain.

Come with bows bent and with emptying of quivers,
Maiden most perfect, lady of light,

With a noise of winds and many rivers,
With a clamor of waters, and with might;

Bind on thy sandles, C thou most fleet,

Over the splendor and speed of thy feet;

For the faint east quickens, the wan west shivers,
Round the feet of the day and the feet of the night.

Where shall we find her, how shall we sing to her,
Fold our hands round her knees, and cling?

Oh, that man's heart were as fire and could spring to her,
Fire, or the strength of the streams that spring!

For the stars and the winds are unto her

As raiment, as songs of the harp-player;

For the risen stars and the fallen cling to her,
And the southwest wind and the west wind sing.

For winter's rains and ruins are over,

And all the season of snows and sins;
The days dividing lover and lover,

The light that loses, the night that wins;
And time remembered is grief forgotten,
And frosts are slain and flowers begotten,
And in green underwood and cover

Blossom by blossom the spring begins.

The full streams feed on flower of rushes,
Ripe grasses trammel a traveling foot,

The faint fresh flame of the young year. flushes
From leaf to flower and flower to fruit;

And fruit and leaf are as gold and fire, .

And the oat is heard above the lyre,

And the hoofed heel of a satyr crushes
The chestnut-husk at the chestnut-root.

(cont. next page)
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IThen the Hounds of Spring (cont.)

And Pan by noor and Racchus by night,
Fleeter of foot then the fleet-ioot kid,
Follows with dancing and fills with delight

The lMeenad and the Bassarid;
" And soft as lips that laugh and hide
The laughing leaves of the trees divide,
And screen from seeing and leave in sight
The god pursuing, the maiden l:id.

The ivy falls with the Pacchanal's hair
Over her eyebrows hiding her eyes;
The wild vine slipping down leaves bare
Her bright breast shortening into sighs;
The wild vine slips with the weipght of its leaves,
But the berried ivy catches and cleaves
To the limbs that glitter, the feet that scarc
The wolf that follows, the fawn that flies.

+ - + + o+ + + + + + + +

Vhen I was a child, I lived in Manhatten. Fvery norning my
mother walked me to school, which was four blocks away, and
every aiternoon she walked me home arain. One very hard
winter she came down with pneumcnia. She told me that now I
would have to go to school by myself. Coming home the next
day, I fell on some ice while crossing a street. Eefore I
could get up, a car skidded toward me. It stopped within
inches of me. The driver helped me up end I ﬁanuged to get
home. I didn't tell my mother because I didn't want her to
WOorry.

The next morning the streets werec even icier. Vhen I had to
cross my first street, I suddenly became terrifisd. I =tood
at the cold intersection for a long time. T?:i".n-'*~11§,7 an clderly
women came over to me. ''I don't see very well,' she said.
'"May I hold your hand when I cross the street?” 'Ok yes,' 1T
replied. She took my hand, and before long we were on the
other gide. I walked on a "short distance. Then I lool-ed
back to see how the woman vas doing. To ry vv*prise, she was
crossing the street we had just crossed, wallirg ell by
herself and much faster than we had before. I relized
immedietely that she had pretended poor evesight only to help
me cross the street. It was much later before I understood
that I could overcome my own fears by trying to help someone

else.
-=-=liary T . Kinsolving

w
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From Moonrider

We are workers, healers, poets, seekers, mothers and lovers.
lle reach out to you, our brothers, our sisters, our mothers,
our fathers, our sons, our daughters, our sPirltual famlly,

our kin, under the skin. '

How many of you have felt change moving on the wind? How
often have you wondered where we are headed in the vast
infinity of our universe? The enswer lies in our hearts and
minds.

God, the limitless vibration of love, lies waiting within our
inner space. The universal reason for our existance is a
well of wonder and goodness. And, as GCod is love, that force
takes form in our Goddess, the earth. Caia, our Mother, our
planet, is the form through which we can express God's love.

We, as workers, healers, poets, seekers, mothers and lovers,
ask that you eXpress God's love to our Nother, Gaia.

At this momentous cycle of time, as Halley's Comet returns,
we ask that you take time to experience the earth's beauty.
The symbols and expressions of that beauty will be as varied
as the features on our individual faces, but the feeling will

be universally the same.

Stroke a pet, water a plant, seek a dream, walk under the
light of the moon, reflect the love you feel. Open your
heart to the wonderous possibilities of life on this
beautiful planet. Hug your children, make joyous music,
praise the earth and seek life's meaning in your heart and
mind. Let life speak to you and cherish it for the gift that

e

WVhen your joy and love reach the point at which they are no
longer containable, remember the comet. Halley's Conmet,
nature's herald--always the bringer of change eternal, the
comet will receive your love, and as the comet C1rcles the
earth, the love will circle and unite us all in the eternal

light of God's love.

+ + 4 + + + + + + + + +

"o matter how often it is shown that money doesn't bring
happiness, we're always willing to give it another chance.

E * w w iy v w * w w % L w % E %




GFORCGIAN MEVSLETTER ag liarch 1986
From Ted

I doubt you remember me. I came a couple of times looking -~
for someone to teach me the ways of the €raft. From your
silence I feel you have no need of me there. As the Mother
wills, so shall it always be. Since I must learn my . art on

ny owr. and stumble along the path to deeper wisdom, I started

polring around as best I could. I have found an ad for a
correspondence course in Vitchcraft headed by Cavin and
Yvonne Frost. ., I was wondering if you would: be kind enough. to
instruct me as to whether or not this would be a wasted
pursuit. If so, would you please turn my eyes in some
meaningful.direction?

Reply (jeannie): DNo, I don't remember you. If you. have
called to make an appointment, call ‘again. Ve missed it.  If
you came to the house without an' appointment, you're
absolutely right. Ve don't need you here. - Everybody
stumbles along the path to wisdom alone for it is a path
gained from within. I will not instruct you on which
instruction is best for you. It is something you must find
out for yourself. However, it is my opinion that anyone who
pays to learn Witchcraft is cetting ripped off. A meaningful
direction mlght be Truxton Avenue, Kern County Public '
Library.. Vhen vou finish everythlrg under the heading
"Witchcraft" in the public library (don't forget the Li ibrary
of Congress Subject Ieadlngs vhich the librarian will help
you learn to use if you don't know how), write again.

B+ N g ¥ R ok e W
Mote from the Fditor: Ve really need articles, folks. We '
are down to: cixteen- llners dean has written on napblns in the
glove compartment.

F

+ +- + + + - + + + + + + -

And here's another one! Laurellus noblus (Bayleaf) The
leaves of this-tree, when placed in bags of -dry. LOOuS, will:
keep away them old weevils. The weevils are safe. tc edt and
you can get by with eatlng the -cake mix anyway' if it’ Jdrk :
chocolate or spice mix. The bay leaves, however, appear to.
be a more appetizing solution.

+ + +.. + + o+ + - - .,

Don't ever slam a door; you might! want to go back.
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Frqm SEirit Within News

Greetings! Ve are sorry but due to our present legal and
financial situation we are unable to put out an issue of the
Spirit Vithin News for Candlemas '86. Ve will however, be
putting out a double-issue for Beltane '86, (circumstances
permitting, of course). The cause of this dilemma that we
are in is the administration here. They have frozen all the
groups' funds and as you know, they have 'backed us into a
corner' so to speak on the issue of allowing a High Priestess
into our meetings, forcing us to file suit in the courts. Ve
haven't received any of our exchanges, including your
publication, since Samhain, this is also caused by the
administration which has been withholding all incoming
correspondence to the group. Ve hope that this has explained
any problems that you may have had in contacting us since
Samhain and that this hasn't caused you any inconvenience.

Included in this letter you will find a leaflet, (Pagans cry
for help), which was written by myself (Anubis-Amen-Ra) to
all the members of the 'Pagan'' community. This letter is our
plea for assistance to all of you. 1If it is at all possible
for you to print or distribute this, could you please do so?
It would be a great help to us. Due to our situation we were
almost unable to have this leaflet printed, but we were able
to have a limited number of them made up and we are mailing
them out to as many of our exchanges as possible. But, I
fear that these few copies will not be enough. So we really
need your help, because we really can't be sure how many of
these letters will be stopped and/or confiscated by the
administration here before they can go out. Also money for
stamps, printing, etc., is low so your help in distributing
this leaflet would be greatly appreciated.

Thanl: you for your support and I hope that soon we will be
able to resume our normal correspondence. Until then dear
friends may the Lady and Lord guide you always in the path of
truth and understanding.

Ed. note (jeannie): According to the letter, the group went
to court on the 21st of February. ''Pagans Cry for Felp"
begins on the next page.

+ o+ + + o+ + + o+ + + + + +

By a sweet tongue and kindness, you can drag an elephant with
a hair. --Persian Proverb
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Pagans Cry for Felp by Anubis-Amen-Pa

Some of you may not know the dilemma the Coﬁén of Dawn is in
at this time, and how much we need your support spiritually
and materielly.

At this time, the prison officials are saying that our VWiccen
group is not considered a true religion and it is also a bad
influence on other inmates. They wiech to disband our group.
SO0 at the risk of untold abuse, we few pagans have decided to
stand and fight for our beliefs, in the court of law. Being
prisoners behind these granite walls, we are truly at their
nmercy.

As many of you know, we have tried to remain self-supporting
through our own contributions and by bartering with our
newsletter, Spirit Within News, through advertising and
trading. However, with the expenses that we have incurred by
being forced into our present legal situation, paying for:
outside representation and the attitudes of our prison
administration, we may be forced yet into stopping our
publication of the newsletter. VWorse yet, there may be a
return of the times where penaltiecs will again be imposed
vhen we are caught practicing our beliefs, This situation
may exist for an indefinite period of time. The mere thought
of this happening brings tears to this prisoner's eyes.

Three years of dedication, worry, hard work, ﬂtrvﬂgling and
flghtlnr to have our group recognized as a legltlmate
non-traditional alternative religious group, only now to be
threatened with total destruction under the guice of a
security risk cdeeply and emotionzlly hurts.

For several thousand years, certein religious vigilante
groups have found game in their prey upon pagan groups.

Their aims were to push the pagen bellefs out of existcnce as
evil, just as they are trying to do to our group. It is for
these reasons that we arec calling for help, asking for péagan
unity to come to our rescue with letters, prayere or erytlwvg
that may help us ip our struggle for the light. The spirits
of darkness have surrounded us and are poised tc pounce upon
us, to destroy the flicker of light that we have. Although
they will never succeed in the destruction of the light, our
group may be and will not be reborn behind these prison walls
if we are forced tc no longer congregate in the lipght.

Flease hear our cry for help. There are spirits of ire light
in not just our prison but many prisons who try to live
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Pagans Cry for Help (cont.) by Anubis-Amen-Ra

within the light and are depending on the decision of what
happens to us. Please show these modern day vigilante groups
that unlike they, pagans will go to the rescue of those who
are in search of the light. Please write and send letters to
these people, and send carbon copies of your letters to:

Dave Chamberlain, P. 0. Box A B-6, Thomaston, ME 04861.

Send letters to: Donald Allen, Commissioner of Corrections,
State House Station 111, Augusta, ME 04333 and James E.
Tierney, Department of the Attorney Ceneral, State House
Station 6, Augusta, ME 04333, Attn: David J. Perkins.

4+ + - +  + o+ + + o+ + +

From Matheg

The past several months have certainly been trying omnes for
Paganfolk. We have seen our legitimate religious rights
attacked in Congress by such men as Helms, Walker, and
Schulze. Our brothers. and sisters from the CGrove of the
Unicorn in Atlanta have been harassed and threatened, and
have had their outdoor temple desecrated. Ve have again
suffered from distorted or erroneous presentations in the
media. In the face of such adversity however, the community
has united as never before and has won important victories
both in Vashington, D.C. and elsewhere. ,Meanwhile, other
struggles for Pagan religious freedoms and civil rights
continue, and with our concerted efforts I feel we are sure
to meet with further success.

In the midst of all this, yet another. attack has been
perpetrated against the Pagan community. I refer to an
article that appeared in the January issue of Penthouse-
magazine entitled ''The Devil lMade Me Do It,'" that purports to
describe a wave of murder, child abuse, and other serious
crimes carried out by ''Satanists.'' A close reading of this
article, however, reveals the following: the terms '"Witch"
and "Witchcraft' are used at least eight times, in several
cases explicitly linked to ritual murder or other heinous
crimes; pentagrams are mentioned five times and covens three
times; the term Pagan is used once, as are Druidism and
Golden Dawn. Throughout the article, Vitches are equated
with Satanism, Satanists, and criminal activity. Nowhere
does the article, or Penthouse itself, try to portray Witches
or other Pagans as the ethical, peaceful, law-abiding people
we are. Nowhere is it mentioned that Wicca. and other Pagan
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From Mathew (cont.)

paths are valid, legitimate, pre-Christian, Earth-centered
religions. Nowhere is an attempt made to distinguish between:
real Pagans and those who would call themselves '"witches' and
abuse our sacred tools and symbols while praying to the
Christian Pevil and commiting criminal acts.

Clearly, the article was not well researched, or if it was,
then that research was deliberately disregarded. Just as
clearly, Penthouse has failed in its responsibility of
editorial oversight (doubly so 'in fact, since the article was
billed as the result of a Penthouse investigation). VUhether
due to incompetence or prejudice, the result is the same, and
we Pagans neec to once again tske action to correct the
situation. To this end I am sending a specially preparec
copy of the article, along with this cover letter, to a
nunber of Pagan networks, churches, and other groups listed
in the 1984-1985 Circle ‘Guide. I ask that your members be
made aware of the article and its contents, and that they
write to and/or telephone Penthouse to express their.
displeasure and demand a suitable clarification. 1. .
particularly hope that Wiccan churches or other pagan groups
that are legally chartered would write on their official
letterheads to remind Penthouse of the legal consequences

. that can result from defaming a religion or its e
practitioners. Pagan organizations with sufficient  funds may
wish to consult legal counsel about the advisability of
bringing suit against Penthouse.

If I can be of any further assistance in this matter, cdo not
hesitate to contact me. (Fd. note, jeannie: DMathew did not
say whether we could publish his address; send us a SACE with
your letter to him enclosed and we'll forward.) If you or
your group should decide to take action on this, then I would
appreciate being irnformed of your actions and any responses
on the part of Penthouse, if you should wish to share such
information. The Lady and Lord help those who help
themselves. | - |

To write Penthouse magazine: 'Penthouse International
: 1965 Broadwvay .
New Yorl:, NY 10C23-5%65
To call Penthouse magazine:  (212) 496-61C0C

oo R R R N e e

If you don't want to battle the competition, pick the hardest
2 30b.
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A Delicate Plant You Can lleglect from USPA

One of the most hardy of ornamental plants is the. 1llac.
Some varieties can survive winter temperatures of minus 60
degrees Fahrenheit, so is suited to all parts of the United
States except where winters are too mild to provide the @ = . -
plants with the seasonal rest period they need. Lilac plants;
often grow and .continue to flower for many years even if you
totally neglect them. . According to the USDA the easiest . |
methods for propagating lilacs for the home gardener are by -
root sprouts and layering. Do not try to grow lilacs from
seed because most lilacs are hybrids, so will not produce
plants just like the parent plant. Some lilacs send out
suckers near the base of the plant. Dig up these new sprouts
in the fall and transplant them elsewhere in the garden or -to
a nursery. They may develop into satisfactory plants. in
about three years. However, this method will not be
satisfactory for lilac bushes that are grafted because the
suckers will not be like the top of the plants. Look for a
graft union near the soil line to determine if the plant is
grafted. If it is, try propagating by layering instead.

It's an easy but slow process. Start layering by working
peat or leafmold and sand into the soil where the branch is -
to be layered. liext, make a slanting one-inch cut on the
upper side of the branch about a foot from the tip. Dust on
the cut a powder that stimulates rooting. ERend the branch
back, and fasten it to ground at a point between the trunk
and the wound. Use a wooden peg or wire wicket, or simply
weigh it down securely with a stone. FPend the tip upright at
the wound and as you do, twist .the tip a half-turn to open
it. Then place another peg or pin over the branch at the
point of the wound, and mound 3 or 4 inches of firmly packed
soil over the wound. Place straw or leaf mulch on the mound,
and water frequently. Roots will develop by the second
spring. At that time, cut the new plant free from the
parent, but leave it ln place for three weeks to recover from
the shock of being cut from its mommie.

s R T S S S S

There were periods of meditation every day, and I learned
that there was a difference between prayer and meditation.
In a prayer one asks the Deity to listen while she talks; in
meditation one listens while the Deity speaks. I have found
that many people use prayer almost as a demand to achieve
something when meditation might lead them to understand what
would be the best for them. --Sybil Leek,; Diary of a Vitch
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Scourge Cf the Ages by Tarostar

Many moderns look back to the ancient classical world and
feel this age has been able to survive the so-called
"decadence' of those times. They 'say the arbitrary whims of
the Caesars were evil and that mankind has been able to
overcome the evils of the Pagan past. The fact is that is is
not the ''Classical Age' that spawned so much harm to
humanity, but the descent into ignorance engendered by early
Christendom itself. 1Ideas of the Roman Emperors being cruel
and absolute and harmful to the general public are erroneous.
It stems from the writings of the historians who recorded
only what went on in the imperial household.

An emperor was not an absolute dictator in the Roman state.
He had no absolute authority outside of his clan as Pater
Familias. Any head of a household had the power of life and
death over those attached to the family. This preserved
order in society of those days. But even then, there were
bands of good behavior even for the Pater Familias.

The actions of some of the worst Emperors stand out because
they broke those conventions. That is what made ‘them worthy
of remark by contemporary historians. That has given this
age a view that the Caesars were absolute and cruel.

The Emperor was only '"Princeps,'' or First Citizen in the city
of Pome and not its ruler. He bhad no authority in any
private household of any other citizen. He administered the
city in the name of the Senate and people of Pome. He ruled
by consent of the Senate, which ruled by vote of the tribes
and clans of Pome. 1In effect, Rome always was a republic.
Arbitrary and unpopular public acts by any Emperor brought
swift condemnation and opposition by the Senate and populace.

This age sees the PRoman emperors portrayed in novels and
movies as dictatorial beasts and lunatics, causing damage to
the peace and security of the Empire in general. The Senate
was never able to evolve in order to administer the far-flung
conquered provinces of the empire. It remained chained to
factions ancd the parochial interests of the City of Dome.
That is why the concept of "Emperor' was devised. A need was
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