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I issue has been rather slow in getting started for some reason, and 1t 1s
a bit late getting done. RBut, is it somehow done. Unfortunately, Light was
inable to help with this issue as he is working in Atlanta. I have been very

active with a number of environmental 1ssues in the area which has taken me
away from lay out prep work. Thank heavens for Sister Missionary Position who
calmly qlided in and edited, typed and designed the feature all by himself.
S0. despite the lateness and lack of Light's beautiful lay out, I feel that we
have assembled a substantive i1ssue.

The feature tries to survey the AIDS issue from a holistic or alternative ap-
proach. At first, | feared that we wouldn't get enough material to make it
worthwhile, but when we went through the file I had been accumulating, we had
more than we could use. Of course, for a small journal like RFD, the subject
is a bit broad and about all we can hope for is to introduce the concepts and
issues for greater study by others. We gave very little attentior to the
traditional medicine as that is covered quite well in the gay and "reqular”
press. For those who may wish it, we are going to make the feature available
separately for $1.

[ f nothing else, we seem to have a strong message from the feature material

that we need to look seriously at our diet and general health. Our standard
American diet (SAD) is generally full of chemicals in additives and preserva-
+ 5 . f

tives poisons) and low in nutrition. That, coupled with the extra stress
we as qgays living in a homophobic society have along with the frenetic 1ife-
style many gay males have in the bars, baths, and discos, has conspired to
weaken us and make us vulnerable to this raging virus. Apparently the virus
s not especially new, but our resistance to it is at an all-time low. 5o,
let's reform our diets and clean up our acts.

nave been most heartened to have received so much financial help from my
appeal in the last issue. I am happy to report that we are out of the im-
mediate cash flow problem and can have some equipment repairs. [ am banking
yn the usual renewals, of course, to continue the income, so we are not com-

pletely out of the woods yet. But the warm response to the need has been very

In the home front, Michael will be leaving for Washington (see item on page 2),
and I may be alone for a few months. I have been much too busy with my environ-

mental work, but there is so much that seems to need my attention that it is
difficult not to respond. It does little qood to work to prepare a "sanctuary"
for healing just to have it polluted with fallout from a hazardous waste incin-
erator (in the county), acid rain, denuded national forests (just above us),

r a nuclear dump being placed nearby! I remain single but now have a kitty

add to the menagerie. The plans for the Meeting House are still working

but not much has happened in the past three months. We hope to have something
Started this year, and will try to report on this project in the next issue.

Cne of the things I like best about the coming winter months is that the sun
streams in the southern windows and casts rainbows of 1ight from the crystals
and prisims I have in my window. In the early afternoon, my room becomes
quite magical, and if I rotate the hanging crystal ball, the rainbows dance

in a dizzying swirl of colors and light. As I type this, I can see the rain-
bows gently moving in a kind of metaphor of the cosmos. Some of the movements
are quite regular and smooth, but others are quite erratic - 1ike a comet per-
haps. There are so many different movements in our lives, and some of them
are smooth and reqular in their progress. Others are not. [ believe that
this is a very special time in our movement as a people (whatever we want to
call ourselves). We are maturing, even if many of us men have been reluctant
to give up our "“play”. I hope we never loose our sense of playfulness and
value to sensualness. But with the threat of our very lives at stake, I know
that many of us have become increasingly celebate. I don't believe that the
sex act is confined to ejaculation only (for men), and it is high time that we
placed a higher value to the other aspects of our sensual natures. It is all
the more important in these times of crisis that we reach out and touch those
affectionately with whom we share so much. We must care for our brothers and
sisters as well as for ourselves. We are, after all, a family of friends.

Let us dance in the rainbows of light celebrating our diversity and uniqueness.
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This issue has been rather slow in getting started for some reason, and it is
a bit late getting done. BRut, is it somehow done. Unfortunately, Light was
unable to help with this issue as he is working in Atlanta. T have been very
active with a number of environmental issues in the area which has taken me
away from lay out prep work. Thank heavens for Sister Missionary Position who
calmly glided in and edited, typed and designed the feature all by himself.
So, despite the lateness and lack of Light's beautiful lay out, 1 feel that we
have assembled a substantive issue.

The feature tries to survey the AIDS issue from a holistic or alternative ap-
proach. At first, |1 feared that we wouldn't get enough material to make it
worthwhile, but when we went through the file I had been accumulating, we had
more than we could use. Of course, for a small journal like RFD, the subject
is a bit broad and about all we can hope for is to introduce the concepts and
issues for greater study by others. We gave very little attentior to the
traditional medicine as that is covered quite well in the gay and "regular”
press. For those who may wish it, we are going to make the feature available
separately for $1.

If nothing else, we seem to have a strong message from the feature material
that we need to look seriously at our diet and general health, Our standard
American diet (SAD) is generally full of chemicals in additives and preserva-
tives (=poisons) and low in nutrition. That, coupled with the extra stress
we as gays living in a homophobic society have along with the frenetic 1ife-
style many gay males have in the bars, baths, and discos, has conspired to
weaken us and make us vulnerable to this raging virus. Apparently the virus
is not especially new, but our resistance to it is at an all-time low. S0,
let's reform our diets and clean up our acts.

[ have been most heartened to have received so much financial help from my
appeal in the last issue. I am happy to report that we are out of the im-
mediate cash flow problem and can have some equipment repairs. I am banking
on the usual renewals, of course, to continue the income, so we are not com-
pletely out of the woods yet. But the warm response to the need has been very
encouraging.

On the home front, Michael will be leaving for Washington (see item on page 2),
and I may be alone for a few months. I have been much too busy with my environ-
mental work, but there is so much that seems to need my attention that it is
difficult not to respond. It does little good to work to prepare a "sanctuary"
for healing just to have it polluted with fallout from a hazardous waste incin-
erator (in the county), acid rain, denuded national forests (just above us),

or a nuclear dump being placed nearby! I remain single but now have a kitty

to add to the menagerie. The plans for the Meeting House are 5till working

but not much has happened in the past three months. We hope to have something
started this year, and will try to report on this project in the next issue.

One of the things I like best about the coming winter months is that the sun
streams in the southern windows and casts rainbows of light from the crystals
and prisims I have in my window. In the early afternoon, my room becomes
quite magical, and if I rotate the hanging crystal ball, the rainbows dance

in a dizzying swirl of colors and 1ight. As I type this, I can see the rain-
bows gently moving in a kind of metaphor of the cosmos. Some of the movements
are quite regular and smooth, but others are quite erratic - like a comet per-
haps. There are so many different movements in our lives, and some of them
are smooth and regular in their progress. Others are not. I believe that
this is a very special time in our movement as a people (whatever we want to
call ourselves). We are maturing, even if many of us men have been reluctant
to give up our "play”. I hope we never loose our sense of playfulness and
value to sensualness. But with the threat of our very lives at stake, I know
that many of us have become increasingly celebate. I don't believe that the
sex act is confined to ejaculation only (for men), and it is high time that we
placed a higher ‘value to the other aspects of our sensual natures. It is all
the more important in these times of crisis that we reach out and touch those
affectionately with whom we share so much. We must care for our brothers and
sisters as well as for ourselves. We are, after all, a family of friends.

Let us dance in the rainbows of light celebrating our diversity and uniqueness.
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Michael Mason (pictured on the right) has been staying
at Running Water this past year helping with the BEBB Pen
Pal Program and a lot of stone work among other helpful
endeavors. Of special value has been the carving of
memorial stones for our brothers who have died. The
Meditation Grove is hecoming a Memorial Grove, and some
of the markers Michael has done have been photographed
hy Sr. Missionary P sition (see paqges 2° & 10). The
Inion stone for the circle is both significant and time-
lv for this feature and the times we all are living 1n.

Michael will be moving on to Washington, DC for the next
chapter of his life which holds great promise. ”ﬁ MansHl
to continue his stone carving (and will take commissions

as well as his massage therapy. He will be missed but
goes with blessings and thanks. His contributions at

Running Water will endure as a testament to his loving
and beautiful spirit.
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FUTURE FEATURES:

#46 Spring: This feature is being done at Short Mt.
Sanctuary in central Tenn. and will cover
Nish(ing). Any thoughts on the fine art of

dishing will be appreciated.

This feature will be prepared in Atlanta
and will cover Friendships. Any thoughts on
this subject will be appreciated.

This feature will be comprised of reprints
from Wiggansnatch, another outrageous little

journal.

We welcome groups to prepare feature sections in RFD. It
1S a wonderful way for groups and individuals to be crea-
tive around an .1ssue of concern or their locality. Write
for details.

SSesceee s
CORRECTIONS:

In the last issue, #45, we misspelled Kevin Roberson's

name. It should be ROBERSON, not "Robinson". Sorry,
Kevin.

[CCEEEEELeeTeieeeereetitrrlecesiererscsrecececese

U. S. POSTAL INFORMATION

U.S. Postal Service Statement of Ownership, Management,
and Circulation (Required by 39 USC 3685).

RFD (publication #073010-00) is published quarterly (four
issues per year). Annual subscription price is $12.00.
The office of publication is at Rt. 1 Box 127-E, Bakers-
ville, NC 28705; the Managing Editor is Ron Lambe. RFD
is owned by Gay Community Social Services, PO Box 22228,
Seattle, WA 98112. There are no bond holders, mortgages,
or other security holders. RFD is authorized to mail at
special rates (Section 132.122 PSM) ani1 the purpose,
function, and non-profit status of this organization and
the tax exempt status for Federal Income Tax purposes
have not changed during the preceeding twelve months.

Extent and nature of circulation (average for each issue
during preceeding 12 months; actual number of Sing]e
issues published nearest filing date). Total copies

printed (2300; 2300). Sales through dealers and carriers,,

street vendors, and counter sales (604;610). Mail sub-
scriptions (947;970). Total paid circulation (1551;1580).
Free distribution by mail, carrier, and other means in-
cluding smaples, complimentary and other free copies
(302;310). Total distribution (1853;1890). Copies not
distributed: office use, left over, unaccounted, spoiled
after printing (426;410). Returns from news agents
(21;0). 1 certify that the statements made by me above
are correct and complete to the best of my knowledge.
Ron Lambe, Managing Editor.
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Dean RFD:

Last night as T sat eating a TV din-
ner and neading RFD, 1 stumbled on

{ Page 50 and Mank McNease's I"' stel
L nd=-- f; e wene rl{_ﬁLI'E A 111‘?0{ a { I‘It_{{ﬂ':.j
to neach out and touch and hold this

man--{o0 share with him, Lo know with
nim, to feel with him exactly how
and what he felt. T1've been thene,
too; 1 hefd my mate's hand when he
died

AL &

His Pastels was a sensilive express-
Lon L; what {t {s Like to end a ne-
Cationship <n a positive glornious
way. He «8 fortunate to have sharned
1 nelationship with anothen bedng
that at times was difficult but al-
ways wornth working for and to finally
sharne with that man that ultimate
ove experience, death.

When 1 dealt with the death of my
mate, T was swrrounded by his famd-
Ly, my family and friends. Thene

was Love and cam{ng 5num all Ué them.
But there was that Lonelfiness, that
aloneness that comes only from hav-
ung Lost a part of onesclf. 1 con-
gratulate Mank forn his courage and
s ansight into a subject and an
expernsence that we too offen hesitate
to discuss but which hopefully we
wll all have the opportunity 2o
share. Indeed, "Why would anyone
wean black to say goodby?"

Sincenely,

lerny Stamps,

AN h-.l naai

Dean Editons & Chas. Creekrmun,

Thanks fon the very nice review of
Crowstone. Ondinarily 1 never re-

__!_'_l' _’.{TLF_L& VALCWS , gL'L-‘d on [hld, but
En this case 1 wanted to explain why
the pnice o4 the book has fo be 40
high; 1 quite sympathize with the
complaint against {{s expense, but
the nealities of publishing demand
(t; that (s to say, Coltsfoot, Lid.
of Amstendam does rof charge $12.50
fon a rur@whack simply because they
ane greedy pornographens ouf fo
squeeze the fast guifden from thein
neadens .

.The book has fo be expensive be-
cause {15 potential neadenship 44
small... Most bookstones will not
carny thein books. (n shont, Colts-
foot is neduced Famgofu to 5eff¢ng
by dinect mail and [is] deprived of

-
&

almost all othen mankefs. As a ne-
sult, their undt cost on each bookR
(s drpressingly high...

So please allow me to nemind youn
neadens again that (t's avaclable
rom ""‘I-'de(";i,‘ﬁ J‘C:'Fff‘\ﬁ{‘(‘f, Box 34{?{1,
NL-1001 Amsatendam, [Netherlands] and
nqe them not 1o wact Tl 4L appeans
in thein Local Librany - which well
be never (on not until hell frheezes

oven, anywat)

RE: the boy/Love controversy, hal

to commade Adam Selene who has sadd
(t all and put <& nighteously; as fon
the nest of the fools who wrote you:
r’{t'i’ﬁ-i?ff {.f make ﬂu_m a bit uneasy f_u
{ind themselves s0 Ataunchly in agree
ment with the Rev. Falfout, the Cow-
boy Pinhead, Mrs. Flonida Onange,
Mary Whitehouse, and all the Kilf-A-
Queen-Forn-Chnist Brigade?

Peace,

Hakim Bey, Amastendam

I was very disappointed to see the
sixteen page spread in the fall 'E§5
(ssue on the New Alliance Party. My

Dean brothens:

appreciation fon the work of political

activism 48 Lemperned in thas case by
the MAP's purponted Links to the Lyn-
don LaRouche crazies who 54t in Zthe
ainports and day aftern day declane
that the onfy way to "peace and 3e-
cunity" with the Soviets 14 by bu+ld-
(ng Stan Wans and nuking them of§

the face of the planet!

I am gfon pluralistic nepresentation
(n politics, but T am neminded that
Jesse Jackson did not actively seek
out gays/Lesbians but, nrathern, only
added a Lavenden stnipe to the "rain-
bow coalition" unden pressurne. 1
ﬁauﬂf the two majun Fdnf{ﬂg ﬁgq ﬁgn—
saring any kind of human nights
{deals that they miaht have had, but
I do not see how the New AlLLiance
Parnty's necent all-out attempts 2o
necrust gays, lLatino/as, and blacks
(n Chicago (as well as elsewhere) ane
going to help, unless they build
bruidges with the powens that be, and
not sumply criticdze.

We must stand up and speak out fox
the nights of all pernsons, whereven
we f4ind ournselves, and with whateven
Labef we ane drﬁ{nvﬁ. We do not need
any one group (not f{ust the NAP, but
the two mafon panties, also) to tell
ws how fo do ift.

Please contuinue yourn excellent wonk,
my brothens, but do be awanre that
thene ane somewhat betten altenna-
tives anound than the NAP. Fon 4An-
stance, has anyone Asought out any of
the Green ornganizations forn informa-
tion? They ane much more spinitually
oreented and have been heceplive to
human rights for gays/Lesbians §rom
the stant, as well as being committed
to self- dﬂtumm4nattﬂn universal ap-

plication of ecology as a philosophy,
feminism, social nesponsibility, and
non-violence at every Level.

[ Love RFD, but please continue younr
nadical faernie consciousness/spinitu-
ality oniented content.

Shantd,

Tim Lovette, TEELinois

RFD, EE

Thank you, thank you, thank you §oxr
the Little HOT drawings...they nealfy
helped keep my attention while neading
Ed Schreibern and Willie Lewis' Gays
Facing Fascism Featurne (RFD #44)
(Owite an accomplishment at my age
[(40)...yawm...o0ps). My fnst ne-
sponse to thein section 48 that it's
good to know we stif£ have BALLS!
I ve wonderned a few times necently
{f we hadn't Lost them...well, maybe
onfy misplaced them, R{hﬂ a f&an&u95~
tite Looking fon his tits,

Dean

So, Ed and Willie, 1 want Lo thank
you for neporting to your gay countiry
brethenn about the trend towand fas-
cism, and the general atmosphene o4
nepnession that's growing in the cities,
whene things had seemed Zo be Loosen-
ing up. But 1 have to come back and
ask you, my dearns: What do you think
we can do about {t? 1I'm not being
onneny, 1 simply somehow missed what
you want me to do.

I claim to st4LL want o be of some
melp in the struggle forn EVERYBODY'S
FREEDOM. But, there anren' many
blacks on Latinos in the nrural North
to be frniends with, and the Lesbian
women and gay men {n my area are
just beginning to meet. T can'tl be-
Lieve that the political approach
will do much about the problems you
call o oun attention. 11's a matlen
0f the general awaneness in our 40-
ciety. And 1'm not about to Let
paranoia nor my own guilt for not
jeeling «&, Lurne me back into the
belly of the beast...when my move ZLo
the country was bought at s0 dear a
price. T quit the f{ob in the city
and Legt a securne environment 4in an
effpont Lo save my pasychic self. In
that sense, 1 guess T am a survival-
st. But I'm willing to take Aome
chances; Lo tny fo be my neal penson
each day OUT HERE.

In the country, one Leanns to have
difgenent expectations. Try to Live
mone simply and nequine Less. Be
tndependent. Even most so-called
nednecks follow the motto "lLive and
et Live." 14 what you are thying
to warn us about {8 going fo happen,
do you think the city is the night
place fo be? 14 I am all wet, please
let's thy to see what we can do
about {t. And please believe that
WE (T) CARE ABOUT WHAT 1S HAPPENING.

Sincenely youns,

BLlL Murphy, Wisconsdin

r—



Dean RFD

A Petten by John Galt an youh Summen
issue [(#43) mentions the magazane
minon PROBLEMS. As «£fa edcton 1
ton to thank him land RFD) fox tLhe
appeal io 4 ppord us. Sunre -.:‘r'*'rr
lad about any help we can ed, Ih
mone Ao as we'ne {usl now budy pA
warina s nelaunch 4n a much wmphov,
Lommal fon |

Unfonfunad (. John's way o4 pulliang
thinas ”ll':rr FLawvi tf."‘..f Aioome CON
ALLALON. By guofang mP apropoes i
contrhoversuy about NAMBLA (an organd
_1-‘.‘{'1_"‘ _«".""." *:_'ai_'t.nr 5-.::-;."*,?‘{_‘11;* T
PFI] (L { l'."f\‘ff-r d I:rr f._'\,_l;'fir',”: "{'f:
othen maagas (not all .'{‘f whach ve'd
necessanily have a predilection fon!

he miaht have given the impression
as i4 owws would be a boy-Love publi-

cation. too. Mot Aso! rn{v'? TW”“’LE”*
]
(A an international review abo wut dnee

r_{{.':r: i_'{"f .fr:"'i" Ir‘rr!{.tll-’ffﬂff!'{*f

he broadest possible sense wel

nelationk

e

q
Yy F D

rut anu selllimitation to sexual 455u
vhich 1 think 1 he 4n wtanit but nct
L4 4 f.r A “'f'jt ! 1) [} f. .,'f., *,:;-‘_‘ { 4
hildhood. ”s“fdériu do have a

aau and radical bias - buf shouldn' 1

the two be _R,_'fl.‘,q‘i.':’.’rri{'rlﬁ_ anyway ?

- a 2 F _i' ~ ¥ r -’
:\.‘Il’ ‘f': I|f£"i .".1'{!"": +\" ik rh :ﬂ, "‘\.,. {) ‘"W i
- — i & *F '*lr ;
"?11':’:"] r+1 I-{LII .{'q"l: ’ | -.11‘;-_ (14 L lli.: PERL L:
' [} D " " F 4 .
blkUT};. f'. '..IFIL _T-._'I '- ‘.-t.l t 1!' Fr‘ r]’ i o I".‘Ir; lT\lT\

N 3 N L ; " ,:' -..
'-.i":'r"lll.'fr 1"} L{ {F f\":t !"'.f1;l ‘TF

s o G S
n uncensoned doscussion 04 Theonr LA

! ¥ F -
sues. ash us fon morne indommation.

Mick Licanpa, editon
minon PROBLEMS

POB 196

Dean RFD 2

In my anea hecently, a coach was
sentenced to one yean «n the county
jak plus thnee yeans probation for
havang sex with a 17-yean ofd ;{i‘mﬂf;‘
student. Saimilan 'crnimes' involving
boys wsually get sevenal consecutive
ten yean Aentences «n the state pri-
son. Thas type of <nfustice 45 what
NAMBLA was founded to combat. 1In
many cases the nelationship was a
fovaing, caning, beautiful thing,
ogten wniteated by the minor. Police
actions 4n such cases, by contrast,
are wsually degrading and damaging.

NAMBLA (The Morth Amendican Man/Boy
Love Assocqation) does not advocate
on promote any Llegal activity. We
ane pramarily an educational ongand-
zateon, Adam Selene «n yourn Fall
1985 ssue discussed this point very
well. Thene will always be boys who
want and need olden Aexual pantnens.
Infornmed consent will always be an
Asue. NAMBLA works to inform, and
to make such nelationships safe fox
altl paninens.

Sincenely,

HUE* Tfhlﬁ'rt‘:ih"?, AN f-:L'Ht{

aF I don'Z aghee wieth NAMBLA as an
mgandization on forn thein so-called

¢ SERLPCA ¢ Ledtens on man-bou statements that a chald l'f 10 on 11

C O JUE e Rl nd 8 sed «ntenest (A a consentang adult t. Whethen on

LA 1) Cellvns AN i neadens Wt Thene 44 { tual ':.L"Il”i.', £ can be
tcal | wcdens had knowledge umy Cied that a child 45 wwon g to deny
ind fcelangs that doed not come fronm an adult's pleasuwre. To say that
altwelt and ofthen authoncties ok haa chald o4 10 consented 1o have Asex
fr" = .'T Waon {i'* "ul. 4"7' r!_i' '“.*".m'*'-i-I { ¢ 4'1".::' (£ 8 I.'f'.-t"T ' A even "f Iff 1¢.5 if"r
wetion would be Lo Leanninag that aaus say what has neasons wene. Most of
do disagrnee amonast themselves. s have heand: "VYou want to make Dad
Michael Hile Apoke not onfuy witl ly on Mommy happy, don't you? Then
moA "?""L"’{" than most expents and 10 wup and RAAA I*'L_’H.‘f Matilda and g4ve
ntainly mone movingly. 1 hope wou henr a bia hua.” Now if the child
l nlonui t dA 2CUASALON. [ woul 1 en gonpe "[-‘f"‘“If';‘:f vk Auntu ” l"t""rf.rr‘." LA
Y neadang antacles by yourn sul heang coenced by the adults Lo qo
sencbens about thein nunal Livea. .. 1qainst his/hen own feelings.

Vours f_';gu',':_ Then too

f:" s Tatement fr"ﬂf 10 11

¥
on 12 wean ofds can have consentual
sex makes me wonder whene € well
stop., Wl anfants be subgect o

sex weth eldens? 1 say that nespons-

(ble adults should say when a child
(s ofd enough fto meason and consent
A s own dree well fo an act 04
(M A ) ,*r' ¥ . B veontd A " b (
Dons PED
( > A v, (L 11 . . ' ant 1o hol
It {5 beneath me to neply to hate childrnen s0 much could put theix
mongering Leftens M“,:!‘ 15 Tom Hudson'A sexual intenest on the shelg and deny
f;,};';_} ﬂ'_11’1l_ Vounrn deciatson to ;.-y,;',yk ,I‘r f:.'ﬁ :‘:_n"{’-"r‘?.'-_ '.'L'-.._‘ (-f L F'T{-Hif“f O U
(A what .*Ii_‘t""T{‘t'S and FI"JJTIFN.‘- "’i:.’. B them) {L“'"i 'rf*",“rr*.“f" sex weth thean el
p*-“fu_{l‘} fl.Li :IJJ‘{;: {("{'*Lrh-{f‘ » HOW ane -{i."-"_"- "Ii'.'r-*.'l'.' theu VeSLe 4 I-_.'I-'., .‘-'.t'."f
~hd£1{fl.n{ ;,j ,:'*.Ir,w:k__-*;_l,,,r.-‘_r'..; i'«'.i-*rff.!'hi: to }‘"En"l.‘ll"-'f*' f:u‘ t‘.':'f'{"-f':.';j a b r.ll'”a :.’ mi
vtters don't aet _..H;l,rbﬁl! and the and £ ”L'{-i_x'q Lo {‘r".f\::{-rf', f4ne! Bui
'Ti_'{I? t,'f\_-‘,“l:\ f'w‘-i’u_'r“r:'. obduscate { hit Auch feave The Asex ~._;f' if D
sanatecal atilachs.
Thene ane an awful Lof of sexually
M. Hudson admits that as a bou of bused keds out there who are grou
14 he was forturned by thouahts and (ng wnfo scaned adultls. Let's Ty
€ongings to fondle, undness, kiss, to help not make more of Lhem
and caness a male feachen. I"'a"‘-.-r'd'*_"_'ﬁ
tf someone had been there fo Love Ay fon the guy whoe has cancefled
him he would not be so0 f€Led toda subscraplion Lo RFD because o4 the
Iv{fh self-Loathing and hatned fnmuﬂdﬁ NAMBLA Lettens and anticles, fjust be-
hens . | cause a magazine prints an anticle
on Letten that conflicts with youn
But <€ 48 not Tom Hudaon 1 +ndict: i1 L'['é.'il.'fﬁ t does not mean that the
(s the entine Gay movement. It is a magazine is condoning or nefecting
movement without Leadenshinr on mornald - rniJf (saue., ['d nathen see an ed«A
{y. Instead w-f_ counragqge l-hfl.,--g,;L.i{';r{'.-,; Let me see the antacles 50 1 cay
we are offerned political expediency. make up my own mind.
Whethen <t be boyfovens, Lesbian, AL 2 ) T
S & M, drag queens, etc., we are all Oh, fon the people who would say I
subfect to the -w{-fn1\ 04 Gay politics., do " t know what T am :Ilgﬁzi'lq about,
[t 5 theneforne no surprise that the L, &“U have been in fove with young
Oven Lg;’ﬂf"q“?lf ﬂ-htftrh{rrf iu’.’l aay men men 16 .I'b.'lf 1§ when T was :’.r! TH’ 204 .
{(?5!_1(-:‘ (allu boulovens) ne f:(jpr Gat But T didn't thy 2o _J{Ut the Laws

{
changed Lo approve of my sexuak
parntnens. 1 prefern o see these
!’1,""!”:-, as men, not as chuldnen.

Caberation and nemain closeted. Fon
'8 not fean that shackles ws, it's
the Lack of a viable alternative.

One Last thang; 1 Just Love seesng
juys stating

[ nemaen foumly convinced that the
common bond that unites Gaus (s the these ads from ofden

pain we all experienced as Gay youths. the 4{‘(7{ﬂ{ﬂd1{rw on ageLsm dfd
Forn anyone to claim that Gay Libena- then stating at the end: 50 - 75
teon 48 not nesponsible to Gay youths yns. want 19 - 25 yns. only. Ha!
(A {o commet Santauana' s 5{;;? "Those What about someone fThein L-':H.?” LIE._H;}?
who cannot nememben their past ane Sure, we all want a cenfain age group

conaemned to repeat (t." usually, but don't yell about some-

thing then tunn around and do exactly

James McGrath, what you have profested against.

.I~1 {' NMNeAQ !‘-.{

Jim Whipkey, West Vinginda

"ditor's note: I can't think of a

single letter we have not published
especially dealing with this issue
and our intention is to he a forum
for honest discussion. The logic

of publishing as censorship evades

me.




RIGHT WING ATTACKS ON N. Z. GAYS PROPOSED PEACFE TAX FUND
In March of 1985, the Homosexual
Law Reform Bill was introduced into
the New Zealand Parliament. This
bill would decriminalize homosexuality
and include sexual orientation in the into a special trust fund to finance
N.Z. Human Rights Act. On its first peace research, retrqining of workers
reading (three readings are necessary displaced by conversion of war in-
for passage) the bill passed with a dustries, and other causes. Fifty
large majority. members of Congress have already

; been signed up as co-sponsors.

A proposed Peace Tax Fund would re-
quire conscientious opponents of war
to pay taxes but money otherwise

earmarked for the military would go

o the surprise of the lesbian and Write: Peace Tax Fund Campaign,
gay community, a well organized and DUTCH CONSIDER AGE OF CONSENT 12 ?121 Decatur P1. NW, Washington,
financed attack aqainst the bill was DC 20028.

launched by four MPs and by right
wing reliqgious groups. A petition
opposing the bill is being taken door
to door throughout N.Z. by the Salva-
tion Army.

The Dutch government is considering
lowering the age of sexual consent N
from 16 to 12 years. Proposed legis-
lation would make it legal for adults
to have sex with minors as young as
2, as long as the minors had not
been coerced or seduced with gifts

or promises. The bill will be sub-
mitted to Parliament in February as
part of an overall reform of Dutch
sex laws. The new package of legis-
lation also would make rape between

GAY MEN GOOD FATHERS

The Department of Family Studies at
the University of New Mexico reports
that gay fathers tend to nurture
their children more than non-gay
fathers. The finding came in a
study presented at the First Inter-

Many people including gays and les-
bians have been pressured into sign-
ing the petition in workplaces for
fear of losing their jobs, and 607
of the students at a teachers train-
ing college signed under threat of

W M et Y : national Symposium of Parenting.
being considered unsuitable as married partners a criminal offense.
teachers if they did not. A climate .
- = = » P ﬁ-‘ﬁ ~ T f_
f homophobia i1s being created which e hi SEUd;Uiinsf:g:g é?gglgiyiind
ey g . e 5 : | non-
intimidating people who are called SWEDISH ASYLUM FOR PERSECUTED GAYS thei? prrﬂach tei child rearing
anti-petition.” .
03 - ho § s L et The study concluded that there 1S
Gays who face persecution in their "o ind$ : :
" : " : : : . . . o indication that being gay and
de think," said Alison J. Laurie, home countries will be granted poli- g 9ay

being an effective parent are in-
compatible.”

spokesperson for the Gay Task Force

: : : tical asylum, the government of Swed-
of N. Z., "that this campaign is be-

en has decided.

ing financed and organized by U.S. &N
fundamentalist groups including the A repor he Swedish Parliament
Salvation Army. Apart from the use andegzvzrﬁgeﬁtea1s§ chom;ends a GAY VIOLENCE STUDY
of American material, the sums of constitutional amendment barring _ _
money involved and the style of the anti-Gay discrimination, and would In a recent comparison of seven in-
campaign bear all the hallmarks of allow common law marriage for couples dependent ﬂntT-gay/1E5b1an violence
U.S. moral imperialism. Further- 1iving together. surveys, NGTF Violence Project Co-
more, it is hardly coincidental that ordinator Kevin Berrill found that
this Eampaign was started so soon The Netherlands is cunsiderinq sey- the results of the surveys had a high
after N.Z.'s implementation of our eral recent reauests for political degree of correlation with one another.
anti-nuclear policy which forbids asylum, including one from a member .
U.S. naval vessels carrying nuclear of the Pedophile International, a The Project found that 20% of gav men
weapons access to our ports.” boy lover, who faces prosecution in and 10% of lesbians have been physi-
his home country, the United Kingdom. cally abused because of their sexual
Laurie asks, "Is the U.S. religious preference. Over 90% of the respond-
right attempting to destabilize the A ents reported having experienced some
N.Z. government by scapegoating gays type of homophobia-motivated victimi-
and lesbians?" Leslie Cagan‘ Pro- NUCLEAR-FREE SOUTH SEAS zation. Results from the NGTF survey
gram Coordinator of the Mobilization “EFE‘USEd to gain support for a Cali-
for Survival concludes, "The accumu- Australia, New Zealand, and six small fornia bill protECting lesbians and
lating evidence and the record of South Pacific island states have gay men from bias-motivated violence
U.S. interventions around the world Signed a treaty dec]arjng most of gnd harrassment. The bill was SignEd
lead to the conclusion that the in- the Pacific Ocean south of the equa- into law last year.
volvement of the U.S. government in tor a nuclear-free zone. Py

7 ghis matter is not out of the ques- NATIONAL GAY TASK FORCE

i Bem The agreement, called the Treaty of
%!EE;ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ§ : : Raratonga, bans ownership, use, sta- The Board of Directors of the NGTF
f:{_-“d§i1?1&t1°“ For Survival recommends tioning or testing of nuclear devices approved of a move to Washington, DC,
;_ hgtgrtsted Pgﬁple to write N.Z. Prime and the dumping of nuclear waste in a name change, and a $500,000 budget
. Minister David Lange (Parliament area defined by the treaty. At the for the fiscal year 1986. The budget
Wous® “Wellington, N.Z.) in support same time, it allows individual proposes to retire the organization's
of N.Z.'s nuclear weapons policy and governments to decide whether to debt. The board reluctantly rejected
for his continued support of the permit port visits by nuclear-capable a proposal to merge with the Gay Rights
Homosexual Law Reform Bill. ships. National Lobby because the current
A _ combined debt would be too great for
o Other signers of the treaty are West- the new entity. The board also ap-
ANTI-NUKE PEACE MARCH ern Samoa, Tuvalu, Niue, Fiji, the proved in principle changing the name

Cook Islands and Kiribati. of the organization to the Mational

The Great Peace March hopes to start Gay and Lesbian Task Force; legal

5,000 walking east on March 1, 1986 The Raratonga Treaty is the fifth technicalities will have to be resolv-
from Los Angeles over 3,000 miles international nuclear-free zone trea- ed before the new name can go into

and eight months to carry the mes- ty. The others cover Latin America, use.

sage nuclear disarmament for PRO- the Antartic, outer space and the

Peace. Write: PRO-Peace, 8150 seabed. For more information, write: The Board also voted to hold its fu-
Beverly Blvd. #301, Los Angeles, Nuclear Free America, 2521 Guilford ture meetings in different cities

CA 91048 . Ave., Baltimore, MD 21218. around the country.
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MATIVE AMERIC AM ACTIVIST APPFEA]
According to the General Defense
Committee, the !''S government is try-
ing to fence 400 miles of Pig Moun-
tain in the Four CTorners area of the
Southwest, and remove some 14,000
'opi and Navajo in order to open the
gion's vast and valuable mineral

lzposits to commercial exploitation.
'he government 1s facing a determined
1rect action campaign by residents
etermined to keep their homes. The
weneral Defense Committee has been
circulating a petition opposing this
action. Write: GDC, Box 6130, Kansas
City, KS 66106.

"

PLANETARY CITIZENS

Dlanetary Citizens' Security Alterna-
tives program 1S designed to create
change at both the policy level and
the personal level, and to activate
individual participation. A series
f meetings are planned with leaders
in the areas of disarmament, inter-
law, peaceful settlement of
l11sputes, tI | . and
peacekeeping. A parall-
directed at qroups
and individuals. Upon completion of
these efforts, a joint report will be
shared with the world's leaders and
the general public.
In participating 1n

national
&) '.‘HET,!’*-{ '”j‘:”. Ins
:':J_..

ernational
el process will be

write: PC, PO Box 2722, San Anselmo,
CA 94960

-

FEARTHI

P
LMl | _l: HT I:-J

]ﬂl,”*""i.ﬂl
Brothersong 1s a for
of the Earth. It
i” |']

iournal Brothers
focuses on explor-
a positive, non-sexist, earth-
centered spiritual path for males.

[t is published quarterly on the Sol-
stices and Equinoxes at %10 (%12 for
foreign). Single issues are
Write: Brothersong, PO Box 13158
Minneapolis, MN 55414.
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MISSISSIPPI GAY GROUP CHART-"ED

In an important victory won earlier
this summer, Lambda Legal Nefense and
Fducation Fund, Inc. succeeded 1n
obtaining a corporate charter for a
gay/leshian civil rights aroup, the
Mississippi Rav Alliance, which had
been denied a charter because the
word 'gay' was in its title.

The Attorney General had originally
refused the charter by citing Section
97-29-59 of the 1972 Miss. Code. The
Attorney General's pffice finally
bowed to pressure . from Lamhda, the
firm of Baer, Manks & Upham, and
Eddie Sandiferand members of MGA.

B

ALTERNATIVE AND RADICAL PUBLICATIONS
Over 300 periodicals comprise a list
of alternative and radical publica-
tions for $2.00 from The Alternative
Press Center, PO Box 33109, Dept. L,
Baltimore, MD 21218.

Anyone interested
the program should

A ERNFERERERREEEREFEEFEEFE]
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TOXIC TIME BOMB

A new report by the World Resources
Institute, "Field Duty: U.S. Farm-
workers and Pesticide Safety", esti-
mates that pesticides cause illness
amonqg more than 300,000 farmworkers

in the U.S. each year. In California,
the number of agricultural workers
poisoned by pesticides has doubled
over the past decade. The number of
casualties, notes the report, stands
in stark contrast to the Environmental
Protection Agency's one-person "Farm-
worker Safety Unit.”

Meanwhile, the New

Internationalist
r= e [] F_.' Ve !‘ -.J '-_ }.I {.i J-. .

the number of pesticide
been grossly
Mew data indi-
vidual countries brings the world
total to as many as 1.5 to 2 millior
accidental poisonings annually - dou-
ble previous estimates.

poisonings worldwide has

underestimated. from

Field Duty is available for $3.50
from World

Resources Institute, 135
'-‘I{?I'r'J fr[]fl - ~

r‘ue " N ¢.l|'i.-.'l

NUMBER OF FARM:!

The US Dept. of Agriculture reports
that the number of farms in the na-

tion declined nearly in the past
year, to an estimated 2.2 million,
and the average size of remaining
farms rose.

o

NATURAL SWIMMING POOL

There is a 1l4-year old
Miami that builds natural swimming
pools with fresh or salt water that
stay clean and clear without chlorine
or other harsh and harmful chemicals.
[t took them six years of experiment-
ing to get the right balance of aera-
tion, design, nutrients, and filtra-
tion. The process 1s similar to an
aquarium's under-gravel filter.

company in

The first pool built 14 years ago 1¢
still working. As the system ages,
the water actually becomes cleaner
than its original source. Write:
Alternative Environments, 1280€
Southwest 122nd Ave., Miami, Fl

[
AQUACULTURE BILL
The House of Representatives has

passed a bill to reauthorize the Na-
tional Aquaculture Act of 1980. The

law established a national develop-
ment plan designed to stimulate and
encourage the growth of the aquacul-
ture industry and provide coordina-
tion for domestic aquaculture efforts.

31927

FARMERS BUY LESS MACHINERY

U.5. farmers are expected to buy $6.4
to $6.6 billion of new and used farm
machinery this year, compared with
7.3 billion in 1984. The estimate

s down significantly from projections
because of the continued weak farm
economy .

©

PASSIVE HEAT STORAGE

The eternal dream of putting away
summer's warmth for winter use can
become a reality writes John Hait 1n
Passive Annual Heat Storage - Improv-
ing the Design of Earth Shelters.
Hait claims he can amass sufficient
heat in the dirt surrounding an earth
shelter by insulating over a distance
of 20 feet from the house. The insu-
lation also serves as an umbrella to
stop water from carrying away heat
after a rain. Hait's technology 1s
certainly soft: no heat pumps, fans
or chemicals. It's not answer

f the average home,
neat storage

t}!e

but passive annual
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serve as the

loans to local far-

mers to keep food dollars in the

local economy. Write: ARABLE, PC
523 Eugene, OR 97405.

Ray K2
DOX 2<£3U,

o

'hE :l;:u'jf'} ﬁ'_: JC .':fr":f
attempting to devise a

way to
$10.1 billion five-vear Super funt

proposal, which funds the cleaning ug

I
)t hazardous waste sites around the
country.

Means Committee

finance

"i'f__. i

Uf interest to farmers amend -
ment approved in the Judiciary Commit-
tee which establishes a citiaen suit
provision permitting citizens ore
responsible parties to sue the govern-
ment during a clean-up if violations
of law are alleged. The amendment,
specifically prohibits suits from
being brought to abate the normal ap-
plication of pesticides and fertili-
zers. The amendment clarifies the
superfund law by excluding pesticides
from the difinition of a release and
stating that no action may be brought
with respect to any release or
threatened release resulting from

the application of a pesticide pro-
duct registered under FIFRA or subject
to an exemption order by EPA. Ferti-
lizers are already exempt from the

wasS an

definition of a release under current

law.




DISABLED GAYS

A network of disabled lesbians and
gay men has formed to provide a na-
tional and possibly international
penpal service and supportive space
for interested participants. For
more information, write: D. C. Burnet-
Focht, PO Box 3308, Teaneck, NJ (7666.
Enclose $1 for a list of prospective
penpals.

.."@'.
GAY (EAST)INDIAN GROUP

A couple of men have formed a support
group for gay people from the Indian
subcontinent. The name of the group
is TRIKON which means triangle in
Sanskrit. Their goal 1S to put gay
people of the subcontinent in touch
with each other to form a support
network. Indians, Pakistanis, Ban-
ala Deshis, Nepalis, Tibetans, Bhu-
tanis, Sri Lankans - all have a lot
in common and much to share. Write:

TRIKON, Box 60536, Palo Alto, CA

Q43INkK
AY GROUP IN URUGUAY

corpio Foundation (Fundacion Escorpio)

i1s the first and only group of "Homo-
sexual Action and Defense” 1n Uruquay.
The goals are the defense of gay
rights, integration within society
without discrimination, and the devel-
opment of serious homophile studies.
They have written information bulle-
tins and made some radio and TV 1in-
terviews. They are seeking informa-
tion, publications, or ideas from
other organizations. Write: Fundacion
Escorpio Del Uruquay, CC 10./52, Mon-
tevideo, Uruquay.

OO
JISCONSIN GAY RURAL PROJECT

Rural Outreach Project is a new pro-
qram desigened to locate and assist
lesbians and gays in southwestern
'isconsin. The primary focus is to
nake available constructive alterna-
tives to the isolation and loneliness
which many encounter in a rural set-
ting. The immediat goal is to help
persons organize themselves into
social groups and support networks.
Ihe project has a newsletter, "Entre
Nous". The parent organization is
The Madison Community United.

Caraboo Area Gays and Lesbians (BAGAL)

i1s one of the local social/support

groups that have grown out of the ef-

forts of the Project. For informa-

tion on BAGAL, write: PO Box 31,
iraboo, WI 53913.

for information on Rural Outreach
Project, write: PO Box 310, Madison,
Wl 53701.

00

MEN'S PENPAL CLUB

United Brothers is a worldwide pen
pal club for men only and considers
itself to be not just a club but a
family. For information, send a

sel f-addressed, stamped legal envel-
ope to: United Brothers, PO Box 1733,
Louisville, KY 40201.

GAY RAIL FANS

Hotbox is a national organization of
gay rail fans. They are about 200
strong, spread across the country

and welcome inquiries. Write: Hotbox,
PO Box 67, Florence, OR 97439.

.e
GAY COMPUTER CONTACT SERVICE

The Gay Alliance is a subsection of
The Human Sexuality SIG (Special In-
terest Group) on COMPUSERVE, one of
leading and most rapidly growing
"Information Utilities" available via
a local phone call in most cities
(and a toll call in rural areas).
Access 1S gained by means of a per-
sonal computer connected to reqular
telephone lines using a MODEM.

The Human Sexuality SIG is practically
an around the clock "rap" group which
discusses areas of personal concern
to participants, as well as being
just a safe way to meet people.
Members of the Alternatives group
(there are ten subsections) engage

in transvestism, fetishism, and a
wide range of other options. The
group 1s for people 16 and over.

The Gay Youth group is for people
ages 16 to 21.

One gains admittance by simply re-
questing membership, once you have
figured out your equipment (computer,
software, and modem). Compuserve's

tol1-free information number is:
1-800-848-8199.

OO
PAGAN NETWORKING

A Pagan Strength Web has recently
formed to protect religious freedom
for Wiccans and other Pagans. The
web emerged this fall to fight Fed-
eral legislation aimed at denying
tax exempt status to groups with any
connection with Witchcraft. The
great response from Pagans and others
protesting this attack on religious
freedom helped kill the Helms Amend-
ment. However, similar measures are

still pending.in the House Ways and
Means Committee.

Those interested in hooking up with

‘the Strength Web or supporting the
effort should write: c/o Circle,

Box 219, Mt. Horeb, WI 53572.

GAY MEN'S CO-OP IN ENGLAND

Wild Lavender is a housing co-op for
gay men in the north of England.
They have been meeting with other
gay men interested in nurturing,
growth, intimacy, and communality.
They hosted two week-long gatherings
in Scotland and are also working on
other projects including the co-
ordinating of a national register of
Alternative Holistic Practitioners
and Healers to deal with gay men
particularly in relation to the AIDS
crisis.Write: Wild Lavender, 1 Vicars
Rd., Leeds, West Yorkshire, England
LS8 SAS.

OO0
GAY COMPUTER TRAVEL SERVICE

The Backroom Computer Bulletin Board
System of Kew Gardens, Queens recently
expanded the facilities available by
bringing "on-1ine" the country's
first exclusively gay computer travel
service, Fast Fred's Travel-Data.
This new facility puts subscribers

in touch with a resident gay travel
advisor who is totally versed 1in

most of the popular gay resort desti-
nations.

Anyone with a home computer and a
modem can access The Backroom by
dialing the "board's" phone number
(718) 849-6699 using either the 300,
1200, or 2400 baud modem setting.

O0)
BI-SEXUAL NETWORK

Niscussions are now under way between
the newly organizing "Double Fun"
International Bisexual Support Network
and a non-profit community center in
Long Beach. to correlate with their
already offered services. For more
information, call: (213) 434-3089.

O0)
GAY LEFTISTS IN BOSTON

Red Hearts seems to have got its
start in San Francisco with a series
of monthly potluck Sunday brunches
providing a friendly gathering place
for leftward-leaning gay men. They
are now meeting in Boston on the
second Saturday of the month. For
more information on this group and
how you can start such a group in
your own area, write: Birch Paul,

PO Box 105, Cambridge, MA 02140.

OO0
GAY PAGANS ON MOTORCYCLES

A small group of gay men and lesbians
in Minneapolis have formed a new
motorcycle club, The Black Riders.
They are witches and pagans and will
be sponsoring an annual run called
W.0.W. (Witches On Wheels) and will
begin publishing a small newsletter
for those who believe that spiritual
development and sane S&M, bondage,
leather, etc. need not be mutually
exclusive. Sample copies of the
newsletter, "The Crucible", will be
available later for $1. Contributions
are sought for the publication.
Write: Panman, The Black Riders,

PO Box 80053, Minneapolis, MN 55408.
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SAUND, MUSIC AND THE HEALING LIGHT

A workshop at the Rowe Conference
Center in western Massachuttes on
Jan. 17 -19 will be held for those
who want to deepen their work with

sound and music as a healing modality

for physical, phychological and
spiritual well being. Previous ex-
perience with Molly Scott & Sarah
Benson or similar training is re-
quired. Molly and Sarah are co-
founders of the Heart Sound Center
for Music and Health. Write: Rowe
Conf. Center, King's Hwy. Rd., Rowe,
MA 01367; or call (413) 339-4216.
-
TRANSFORMATION THROUGH IMAGINATION

On Jan. 31 - Feb. 2 there will be a
workshop at the Rowe Conference Cen-
ter in western Mass. for those who
wish to work with gestalt and art
techniques to engender an environ-
ment supportive of personal trans-
formation. The workshop will be led
by Marion London, a psychologist,
and Peter London, an artist and is
involved in Fxpressive Therapies.
Write: Rowe Conf. Center. King's
Hwy. Rd., Rowe, MA 01367.

o
POST AND BEAM CONSTRUCTION

Timber frame builder and author Jack
Sobon will lecture on traditional
post-and-beam construction, work
techniques and the future outlook of
this time honored craft at the Wood-

craft Catalog Qutlet Store in bYoburn,

Massachusetts. Pre-registration
deadline is Feb. 2?21, 1986, and the
workshop will be held at 1 PM on
March 8, 1986. Write: Barbara Lev-
esque, Woodcraft, 313 Montvale Ave.,
Woburn, MA 01888.

'l..iiiiii.i...l...il‘i.....iiﬁi

DESERT STATES CONFERENCE

"Pride in Diversity, Strength in
Unity" will be the theme of the 2nd
Desert States Lesbian and Gay Con-
ference to be held in Phoenix, Ari-
zona on April 4 - 6, 1986, The
Desert States have been defined as
New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Utah,
and Colorado.

Workshops during the three-day con-
ference will address both personal
and political concerns of the lesbian
and gay community in the nation and
the region. Also, nationally promx-
nent speakers, and a number of _s80cial
events will highlight the E?Efgﬁ;'s
activities. Write: David lhlly,
ALGTF, PO Box 1405, Tempe. AZ 85281.
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GAY SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE

A Conference on Gay Spirituality will
be held January 24-26, 1986 at the
Shared Visions Center in Berkeley,
California. The conference will in-
clude talks, workshops, and panel
discussions concerning the special
contributions of Gay people to
spiritual work and the connection
between Gay sexuality and spirituali-
ty. Representatives of many spirit-
ual traditions have been invited to
participate. These include Zen,
Yoga, Buddhism, Christianity, Sufism,
and Judaism as well as independent
New Age spiritual practitioners.

The conference is being sponsored by
the River Zen Groupdirected by Zen
Master, Tundra Wind and the Tayu Cen-
ter directed by Daniel Ennis. Write:
COGS, PO Box 11554, Santa Rosa, CA
95406.

N

FIRST ASIAN GAY CONFERENCE

The first Asian Gay Conference is
scheduled to take place in Tokyo
April 30 - May 3, 1986. The program
will include films, and exhibition

on homosexuality, art, photography,
video programs, stage performances,
and workshops. Write: Teishiro Min-
mai, Toride Publishing Co., 201 Hohyu
Bldg., 2-11-9 Yotsuya, Shinjuku-Ku,
Tokyo 160, JAPAN.

A&
MAINE LESBIAN AND GAY SYMPOSIUM

The Maine Lesbian and Gaymen's Sym-
nosium XIII will be held on the Pre-
sque Isle campus during the Memoriel
Day weekend, May 23-26, 1986. This
is the first time since its inception
in 1974 that the Maine Symposium has
not been held in the urban centers

of Portland or Bangor-Orono. Pres-
que Isle, the farming and commercial
center of Aroostook Co., Maine's

northernmost region, is a community
of 9,500 people.

Northern Lambda Nord, a small, rural-
based organization of lesbians and
gaymen residing in both northern
Maine and New Brunswick, will host
the statéwide conference. The theme,
"DiaTogue '86", reflects NLN's in-
erest in promoting discussion be-
tween and among the diverse elements
in their region: women and men, ur-
ban and rural, Canadian and Ameri-
can, French-speaking and English-
speaking. Write: Symposium XIII,
PO Box 990, Caribou, ME 04736.
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GAY MEN'S GATHERING IN NEW ZEALAND

There will be a Gathering for Gay

Men in Aukland, New Zealand on Jan.

8 - 15, 1986. The theme of the event
is Creativity, Spirituality, Learning
and Laughter., It will be at a bush-
covered farm one hour's drive north
of Aukland including a small lake,

a Stream, woods and a natural "theatre
in the woods." This is summer there,
and the beaches are nearby as well.
The cost is about US$55, and trans-
portation can be arranged. Write:
Richard Clayton & Gary Locker, 1-A
Fisherton St., Avery Lynn, Auckland,
New Zealand; or phone Gary at 760-158.

_——

MIDWESTERN FAERIE STUDENTS

A conference of the Lambda Student
Network will be held March 20 - 23,
1986 at the Holiday Inn in Iowa City,
lowa. The Lambda Student Network 1is
an eleven-state midwestern gay and
lesbian student network. A group

of faeries in the area is planning
to participate with a faerie circle
and workshops dealing with faeries
and the preservation of a diverse
faggotry. They need input on all
levels of this project particularly
regarding the development and main-
tainence of diverse and alternative
faggot lifestyles.

Write: Michael Blake, 605 E. Burling-
ton, Iowa City, IA 52240; Don Eng-

strom, 628 2nd Ave., Iowa City, IA
52240.

)
MAY FAERIE GATHERING IN CALIFORNIA

A-Fairy Gathering is being visualized
for the early part of May, 1986 in
the Santa Cruz, California area.

For more information, to volunteer,
or for pre-pre-registration, write:
S.C.A.R.F., PO Box 487, Watsonville,
CA 95077.

T

MAY FAERIE GATHERING IN TENNESSEE

Short Mountain Sanctuary will host
the Rites of Spring and Beltane Bash
on April 25 - May 4 in central Tenn.
This will be a radical faerie gather-
ing for men, wimmin and children.
Registration is %2N plus ¢5 per day
for meals. Write: Short Mt. Sanctu-

ary, Rt. 1 Box 98-A, Liberty, TN
37095,

Cp




RADICAL ENVIRONMENTALISM

Farth First! ("The Radical Environ-
mental Journal") documents the acti-
vities of a new breed of assertive
environmental ists, including those
who spike trees to disrupt timber-
raping of public lands, drape banners
across Indian dwelling ruins in the
Grand Canyon to discourage helicopter
flights of tourists (one every 80
seconds at Point Sublime (!)), and
form human blockades to fend off
roadless wilderness area road con-
struction. More generally, the jour-
nal provides a forum for exploring
issues of deep ecology - the commit-
ment to recreate vast areas of wilder-
ness in al of America's ecosystems
(by closing roads, removing develop-
ments, reintroducing extirpated wild-
1ife, tearing down dams).

Recommended for 'tree-huggers' who
admire the qutsiness of Greenpeace
and who reject the anthropocentric,
anti-earth, anti-woman, anti-liberty
worldview of Western Civilization.

Anarchistic organizational structure,
pagan-affirming, lots of eco-centric
pseydonyms (1ike many faeries), non-
sexist bias, but no data re: gay men
bias. The journal's motto i1s "No

"ompromise in Defense of Mother Earth.”

[t is published B times a year based
n the old European pagan nature holi-
days and costs $15 annually.

—
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W BOOK ON FATHERHOOD
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A new book, Dimensions of Fatherhood,
edited by Shirley Hanson & Frederick
W. Bozlett reflects a new perspective
on the ways 1n which social scientists
view fathers and fatherhood. The
editors have sought out concerned
researchers from a variety of academ-
ic and clinical disciplines. The

book is 440 pages and sells for $16.05
(paper); %$29.95 (hard), and 15 avail-
able from Nurturing News, 187 Caselli
Ave., San Francisco, CA 94114, Add

1 for postage and handling.
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AGAZINE FOR MEN WHO THINK BIG

[nches is celebrating its first anni-
versary in March 1986 with exclusive
photos of Dick Rambone - bigger than
the legendary John C. Holmes. Since
Inches 1s the premier journal of ex-
tremely well-endowed men, Dick (al-
though heterosexual) was anxious to
to be included. To feast your eyes
"on truly monumental meat", write:
Inches, 1184 Folsom St., San Fran-
cisco, CA 94103.

=

BOYCOTT GUIDE

A Non-buyer's Guide has been launched
by The National Boycott Newsletter.
It lists boycotts with their support-
ers and reasons but lets readers

make up their own minds. It also
give them alternatives, such as
cosmetics not tested on animals.
Write: NBY, 6506 28th Ave. NF,
ﬁeatt1e, WA 9%811K.

®

GREAT LAKES BIOREGION

After a belated start, the Great
Lakes Bioregional Review has made 1ts
debut as the newsletter of the Great
Lakes Bioregional Congress. Issue
No. 1 carries a handy list of groups
nationwide with the same goals.
Write: GLBR, PO Box 4531, Ann Arbor,
MI 48106.

—
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COMING OUT BOOKLET

"Coming OQut to Your Parents"” is a
|6-page booklet published for gay

men and lesbians who are considering

coming out to their parents. Pub-
lished by Philadelphia Parents of
Gays, the booklet identifies the
stages most parents go through when
they learn of their gay child's sex-
ual orientation. A list of over 100
parent/contacts in 47 states i1s pro-
vided. For a free single copy send
a self-addressed, stamped business
envelope to POG, PO Box 15711, Phila-
delphia, PA 19103.

(o~

MASTURBATION BOOK

So0lo Flight is an illustrated booklet
on masturbation as a self-befriending
and self-transcending pleasure. For
a copy, send $3 and a self-addressed,
stamped, legal-size envelope to:
L.A.C., Box 31027, Santa Barbara,

CA 93130.

—
UNDERGROUND CLASSIC AVAILABLE

tlysian Fields, Booksellers announces
the re-discovery of the 1960's under-
ground bestseller Boys For Sale: A
Sociological Study of Boy Prostitu-
tion.by Dennis Drew and Jonathan
Drake. This is a scholarly work and
one of the first ever published in
this hidden sex activity. This
hardcover edition is for sale at

its original pre-inflation price

of only $10.00. Write: Elysian
Fields, Booksellers, 80-50 Raxter
Ave., #339, Elmhurst, NY 11373.

—

SMALL TOWN GAY NOVEL

Ihe Honesty Tree is a novel set in

a small New England town where two
enterprising women run a successful
nursery/florist business. It in-
corporates positive portraits of

gays and a lesbian couple. It is
written by Carole Spearin McCauley
and is available at $7 (plus postage)
from Frog In the Well, 430 Oakdale
Rd., East Palo Alto, CA 94303.

DRUID JOURNAL

P.E.I. is Isaac Bonewits' druidic
research project called "AR ndraiocht
fein" (roughly "our own thing").
Bonewits was founder of the RDNA
(Reformed Druids of North America).
With PEI he plans the creation of a
highly structured, hierarchical re-
ligious framework, which will event-
ually be fully fleshed out by serious
scholarship on druidic forms and "Pan-
Celtic" history, meaning that the re-
searchers will use all valid Indo-
European sources and not be limited
to Irish Druidism alone.

To participate fully, you must 1)
acknowledge Bonewits as your Arch-
druid, 2) commit a specified amount
of energy, time, and money, 3) like
this sort of thing, or 4) just send
him $20 for a year's subscription of
three or four "non-scheduled" issues.
Write: "The Druid's Progress, PO Box
456, New York, NY 10034.

— -
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GUIDE TO PAGAN RESOURCES

Circle Network's Pagan Resource Guide
is being compiled and seeksS any coven,
circle, network, council, or any other
group focused on Wiccan, Neo-Pagan,
Goddess oriented Feminist, Shamanic,
and other Nature Religious groups to
send their name, address and brief
description of path/tradition and
focus for inclusion. Write: Resource
Guide, Circle, Box 219, Mt. Horeb,

WI 53572.

INTERNATIONAL GAY PERIODICAL DIRECTORY

H. Robert Malinowsky has signed a con-
tract with Oryx Press to compile and
publish an International Directory of
Gay and Lesbian Periodicals. The Dir-
ectory will include currently avail-
able magazines, journals, annuals,
irreqular reports, newspapers, quides,
and newsletters pertaining wholly or
in part to gays and lesbians with no
title too unknown, too small, too
explicit, or too controversial. A
list of gay and lesbian archives will
be included. There will be subject,
geographical and organizational in-
dexes. Those who have not already
heard from Mr, Malinowsky and wish

to have their publication included
should contact him at 211 E. Ohio
#2303, Chicago, IL 60611.

-

VOLUNTEER GUIDE

Volunteer by Marjorie Adoff Cohen
Tists 175 voluntary service organi-
zations and the opportunities they
offer to do almost anything almost
anywhere. Some of these volunteer
Jobs require great skill, others
mainly goodwill, but there is an
astonishing number of opportunities
for the professional, the student,
the retired. Write: Intercultural

°ress, PO Box 768, Yarmouth, ME
04096 .
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Then shall a star blaze forth,
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[f vou ran across those lines in lMNostradamus, or one of
the biblical prophets, vou might he inclined to lonk for
Mystical import in the somewhat ohscure imagerv. On the
other hand you might simply dismiss then as an exammle of
florid verse. But read by the light of Comet Halley they
become 1 fairly straightforward descrintion.
of its return to merihelion (close approach to the Sun),
Comet Halley will be vasible to Farth on two occasions.
during the late fall of 1985 the comet will be more prom-
inently placed above the horizon to viewers 1n northern
latitudes than during its second appearance, but it will
11so be farther away and a fainter object. At perihelion,
on February 9, 1986, Camet Halley will be obscured by the
Sun. Then, beginning in late “March and continuing for at
least several weeks the camet will again be visible as it
streaks back to the outer reaches of the solar system.
This time it will be more prominent to viewers in southern
latitudes, but anyone at 40 degrees north latitude or low-
er will have a fine seat. Its approach to the Sun will
have thawed out its "atmosphere" and it will bhe a much
more dazzling sight, gaining the tail we associate with
comets. This spring apparition of the comet will occur

in the sky in the constellation Capricornus, the Sea Goat.

[ts highly elliptical and eccentric orbit keeps Comet
Hallev too far out in the solar system to be visible for
most of its period of about 77 years. "hen it does make
its short and startling visit through our skies, it i1s all
the more disconcerting to the conservative-minded hecause
it travels in a direction contrary to the motion of the
Moon and the planets. Comets are very little dealt with
by contemporary humanistic astrologers, but traditionally
comets are evil portents, difficult at best. The last
return of Comet Halley, in 1910, was greeted by a combi-
nation of wonder, admiration and hysteria, doubtless sim-
ilar to the greeting it received at the first return of
vhich we have record, in 239 B.C.

The return of Comet Halley 1s an event that most of us
will observe only once. It is also an event that has been
observed at least 29 times before, spanning the whole of
the present era, and as such is worthy of our consider-
ation. This spring we shall be able to participate 1in
this event merely by our observation. It is not neces-
sary any longer for the shaggy star to be a portent of
disaster, as Saturn need no longer be a malefic planet in
astrology, or as horned and hairy satyrs need no longer be
considered devils.

"Comet Halley" (pronounced to rhyme with "Sally") is the
preferred astronomical usage, though "Comet p Hally"
would be more precise ("p" for periodic - it being a
comet that returns periodically). "Halley's Comet" (also
an acceptable usage) is in fact something of an eccentric
among eccentrics. Generally, comets are named for their
discoverers, or first observers. (As many as three names
may be attached to a comet in recognition of similtaneous
independent observations.) But Comet Halley is named
after its predictor. The Engligh astronomer Edmund

Hal ley studied comet observations from 1682, 107, and
1531 and postulated that they were observances of the
same recurring comet., He accurately predicted its return
in 1758, but died in 1742 before seeing it. The comet,
named in his honor, was the first to be recognized as
periodic.

In the course

The Comet Halley anneared in Furopean skies on the Tues-
day after Easter 1in 1066, a year which was to prove dif-

ficult and critical for the English. England at that time
was @ loose association of earldoms and baronies, and it
took a strong hand to rule. The comet brought with it
rebellion and invasion, though the English can hardly be
blamed if they failed to take seriously the first incur-
sion, for it came 1n the pathetic figure of King Harold's
brother, Tostlg. Historians concur that Tostic laboured
under a host of naranoid delusions and was probably cuite
mad, The real trouble came in the fall, after Tostig and
the comet had faded somewhat from memory. September saw
an invasion from Mormandy by William, Duke of Normandy,
later called "the Conqueror.” It was an event that
changed the course of Furopean history. "lilliam's wife,
Matilda of Flanders, commissioned the crewel work now
known as the Bayeux Tapestry to illustrate William's
conquering of England and the various important events of
1066 and 1067, giving us by the way the first contempor-
aneous portrait of Halley's Caomet. ISTI MIRANT STELLA

-

declares the embroidery, "they are in awe of the star.”
In 1303 the Florentine painter Giotto di Bondone used a
comet to portray the Star of Bethlehem i1n a Nativity
fresco. It was based on his observance in 1301 of a re-
turn of Halley's Comet, and bears recognisable similarity
to photographs taken of the comet in 1910. Early Christ-
1an writers considered it likely that the Star of the
Epiphany was a comet because to them a comet was a "new
star, "one not present at Creation. Matthew is the only
evangelist to mention a star in connexion with the Nativ-
ity, and his gospel was not vritten down until after the
66 A.D, appearance of Camet Halley (to which was also
attributed the Jewish revolt against Rome in that year).

There is also a connexion in tradition between comets and
the death of kings. Shakespeare gives Calpurnia, wife of
Julius Caesar, to say, after she has described a multi-
tude of the portents of her hushand's imminent death,
"When beggars die there are no comets seen. The heavens
themselves blaze for the death of princes."

It is typical of Western thinking, and the left hemisphere
of the brain, when approaching an unknown cuantity to
force this unknown into a definition in known terms and
totally disregard any mysterious remainders. This of
course allows for business to be carried on as usual, but
it makes of life a closed system, and 1n such a system
changes of any s.gnificant magnitude become psychological
catastrophes. We hear of the precession of the Equinox
at times in connexion with the Age of Agquarius, but our
understanding of all that is involved is perhaps a bit
vague. Indications are that at the time of the last
changing of the Age (when the Age of Pisces began, about
254 B.C.) people collectively felt the coming of the end.

We are entering the Age of Agquarius. In this period of
transition between Ages life will feel precarious at times
and the end may seem to be near. But i1f we are not too
attached to our ideas, if we do not cling too fast to the
ways of an old order, maybe we can find in these times the
ideal opportunity to develop our divinity. It is written

for this Age, "Every man and every woman is a star." I am
~eraonally fairly optinistic about the coming decades, hut
if Comet Halley does indeed prove to portend the beginning
of the End, let us each kindle the divine spark within our
heart, nurture the miraculous child of our soul, that the
comet of our being may blazon forth our ascendancy to
kingship.




UNDERGROUND CLASSIC FILM

Curt McDowell's controversial 1975
horror-sex-mystery spoof, THUNDER-
CRACK!, will be the first release
from Videodrome, a new gay-owned
video distribution company.

Long acknowledged as the classic
American porn spoof (as well as a
spoof of every horror genre film

ever made), THUNDFERCRACK! has managed
In the past decade to play every major
art cinema, college campus, and re-
vival house in the country as well

as international film festivals. It
maintains both an awesome sense of
humor as well as an ability to shock,
nystify, and titulate 1ts audiences.
The Filmex program tried to describe
this epic 2 1/2 hour journey through
a single stormy night in a dark old
house peopled with sexual misfits
and outlaws this way: "That the film
panders to the hardest of hardcore
purient interests is undeniable.
That 1t 1s also one of the most ori-
ginal and truly funny films in years
1S without question.”

Videodrome is releasing THUNDERCRACK!
in its original uncut 2 1/2 hour ver-
sion, seldom shown theatrically. Also
to be released later this summer are
four collections of short films by
Curt McDowell as video cassette an-
thologies, including the underground
filmmaker's most famous works: LOADS,
TABOO: THE LP & THE SINGLE, TRUE CON-
FESSIONS, RONNIE, PORNOGRA FOLLIES,
WEINERS & BUNS MUSICAL and others.
Write: Videodrome, 584 Castro St.
#391, San Francisco, CA 94114.

B
GAY GAMES MUSIC AND POSTER CONTESTS

San Francisco Arts & Athletics an-
nounces two contests for Gay Games
[T and Cultural Week to be held in
August of 1986. Both are open to
gay and lesbian artists all over the
world. The first will select theme
music for the Games to be performed
at the culmination of the Closing
Ceremonies. For details, write:
Katherine Krebs, 207 Day St., San
Francisco, CA 94131.

Artists are encouraged to submit
their work for consideration as one
of the GGII official posters. The
contest will culminate in a major
exhibit of gay and lesbian artwork
to be held during the week of the
Games. The top three finishers will
be invited to show more of their art-
work during this juried exhibit.

For details, write: Poster Competi-
tion, Gay Games II, 526 Castro 5t.,
San Francisco, CA 9411/.

AIDS MOVIE

Award winning gay director Arthur J.
Bressan, Jr. (GAY USA, ABUSE, PLEASURE
BEACH) has released his latest film
BUDDIES, the first dramatic feature
film about the AIDS crisis.

Shot independently in New York,
Washington, DC, and San Francisco,
BUDDIES 1s the story of a 32 year
old Californian dying of AIDS in a
New York City hospital and a 25 year
old Manhattanite who volunteers to
become his "buddy."

Bressan says: "On the surface, BUDDIFS
1S a simple story of two guys who
meet incrisis, strike up a relation-
ship, and change each others' 1ives.
On a deeper level, the film is a com-
plex look at a unique love that
transcends pain, fear, and even death.
I made BUDDIES because a story movie
(video) can go quickly and inexpen-
sively to every city and home with

a message - that AIDS is not a gay
illness, that it hurts everybody,

and that more money must be released
for effective research and care."
Write: Arthur J. Bressan, Jr., 227
West 15th St. #4, New York, NY 10011;
(212) 206-0309.

SILENT PIONEERS AVAILABLE

SILENT PIONEERS is a documentary

film on gay and lesbian elders. 0ld-
er gay men and lesbians are now com-
ing out of the closet as a generation
and number close to 3.5 million.

They live in rural areas, small
towns, and urban centers. This docu-
mentary tells their story. It shows
the universality of forming relation-
ships, earning a 1iving, and finding
a place in society. The film is im-
portant for general audiences, both
gay and non-gay.

‘he film is in 16mm, in color, 42
minutes (a 30-minute version is
available on video cassette only)
and rents for $65, sells for $650.
3/4" videocassette is $575. Write:
Filmakers Library, Inc., 133 E. 58th
St., New York, NY 10022.

-

GAY MEN'S ART SHOW

The International Gay and Lesbian
Archives is preparing the largest

and most comprehensive show of Gay
Men's visual arts ever assembled.

The event will be staged in Los
Angeles on the weekend of Valentine's
Day, 1986 (Feb. 14 thru 16).

Nearly 100 artists, 50 photographers,
video and film artists have been in-
vited. Also in attendance will be
dozens of the top male models in the
country.

Proceeds from the Festival will go

to the Archives' art department for
acquisition, preservation, the estab-
lishment of a permanent international
museum/gallery of Gay & Lesbian art,
and for the Archives AIDS History
Project.

Write: The International Gay and
Lesbian Archives, 1654 Hudson Ave.,
Los Angeles, CA 90028.

>
MUSTICAL MAJORITY

A committee of artists, managers,
publishers, broadcasterxs, agents,
publicists, and others in the music
business has been formed by the
American Civil Liberties Union to
oppose proposals to institute stand-
ardized ratings, similar to movie
ratings, for records, tapes and
videos. The committee includes re-
presentatives of such superstars as
Tina Turner, Cyndi Lauper, Don John-
son, Don Henley, Chicago, Prince,
Lionel Richie, Dolly Parton, The
Pointer Sisters, John Cougar Mellen-

camp and members of Kiss and Duran
Duran.

The Musical Majority will function

as a public relations organization

to the media expressing the point of
view of this large cross section of
music business leaders. Chairman
Danny Goldberg said that the commit-
tee will embark on a campaign to get
music fans to write their representa-

tives opposing any government inter-
ference in music.



CHAARLIE MURPHY

ne of the most moving experiences we've ever had
was a July trip to Nicaragua at the invitation of

F . L F the Association of Sandinista Cultural Workers.
I er C e o Ve ro m The inspirational spirit of the Nicaraguan people
was like nothing we've ever witnessed. These peo-
G d f . O F ple who live 1n extreme economic harship and with
0 0 a I ry TO Ut r O nt the daily devastation of a U.S. war, are a peace-
ful, land-loving people who have reclaimed thelr
- . wn future and take great hope from thelr revolu-
M u S l C' a n tion. Although 1t 1s impossible not to be over-
t)!, F:ria'1|k;|il1 .‘\l) t)()t4t ome with remorse over what our government 1s 1in-
licting upon these people i1n our name, the over-
riding emotion we both felt was one of renewed
ope and challenge. Given all the Nicaraguans
\sre accomplishing with their limited material
es, one can only imagine what we could
lo with thelr resources of spirit. While we
were there we performed at the National School
Musi 1n Managua and at a gathering of San-
linists Cultural Workers. We would like nothing
pbetter than to develop a unity tour of Nicaraguan
ind North American musiclans ralising the U.S. con-
ciousness on Central America. Until that 1s possi-
ble we will do what we can with wor }"I S, strengt n-
with the i1nternational solidarity move-
= ¥ i : i -‘h'
; 1 : ! 1
| we |

Charlie's latest recording is "Fierce Love", an EP con-
taining the title song and two others. Highly danceable
rock 'n roll is a new direction for Charlie who 1s Joined
by Jami on cello, Stephanie 0Ozer on synthesizer, Arturo
Peral on bass, Bob Congrer, drums, June Hoffman, congos,
and Steve Jones, timbales. Without moving away from
political commitments (in fact moving more strongly in
j//<> that direction) Charlie and Jami through their new col-
lective, Out Front Music, are reaching out to new aud-
iences with a new band. The band can be booked both
for concerts and dances. The beat is rock 'n roll with
an Afro-Cuban influence.

Charlie Murphy 1s a singer/songwriter/culture worker who

lives in Seattle. He has produced three recordings of Charlie toured the west coast recently and plans another

high quality since his first recording with the Walls to tour for spring. He also hopes to tour the East and Mid-

Roses Collective (a group that produced the first album west in early summer. He has recently made a video and

of anti-sexist songs by men). His premier album "Catch worked on a film on earth-cenpered sp1r1tua11ty with

The Fire", released in 1981, contains nine songs including Starhawk sponsored by the National Film Board of Canada.

an upbeat version of "Gay Spirit", one of the songs he was _ : ) :

best known for at the time, "Burning Times", a very potent For information on booking concerts anq dances, Charlie

magical song and "Under Capricorn" whose lyrics came from can be contacted through Out Front Music, PO BoquZEBB,

a poem by Jerah Chadwick, who with Charlie and Steve Wells seattle, WA 98102; £206) 323-5334. "Catch The Fire" and

formed Good Fairy Productions. GFP is a collective of gay Canticles Of Light" can be ordered through that address

men "committed to the development of a healing, life af- for $8.95 each. "Fierce Love" is $5.00.

firming culture among men in harmony with women, children, . : : - ;

spirit, and the earth." "Catch The Fire", produced with Circle Magazine has written of Charlie: "Charlie knows

the help of another pro-feminist singer/songwriter, Geof how to sing from the heart and to reach the hearts of

Morgan, also featured cellist Jami Sieber who has become others as well." This has been proven true over and

Charlie's chief partner in music making. over again from the folk festivals of Canada to Men and
Masculinity conferences, from Gay Pride in San Francisco

With Jami, Charlie recorded "Canticles Of Light", a highly to Seattle discos. Charlie Murphy srng&_from his ﬁeart

spirited album on cassette. Her cello solo on the album about the courage we*a11 need and the "fierce love" re-

is exquisite as are the chants she and Charlie do together. quired to make a better world for each and all.

Another featured performer on the cassette is Pat Wright, | | | | | |

a Seattle woman who performs with the black gospel teen- Note: An interview with Charlie by Peter Burkholder

age choir she directs, The Total Experience Gospel! Choir. was published by RFD in issue #26, spring 198l.

With Charlie and Jami Pat's rendition of "We Remain Faith-
ful" is a powerful work of spirit that transcends the
frame of any particular religion and calls us back to
commitmen w~ith these words by Charlie:

We remain faithful
To the work that must be done
We remain faithful
Joining hearts with everyone

Part of the commitment Charlie pursues in his music i1s to
human liberation everywhere. Last year he and Jami trav-
elled to Nicaraqgua to share their creative energies with

the people and artists of that country. Of that journy
they wrote:




Faerie

Relationships

In an attempt to transcend monogamous heterosexual rela-
tionship models, some faeries condemn committed relation-
ships between gay brothers as somehow exclusive and there-
fore not collective or valuable. There seems to be some-
thing "wrong" with commitment.
[ want to express ideas about relationships that I feel
need to be talked about more in the faerie world. At the
base of all this issue lies karma, the constant action/
reaction of all we do and are.

When two people (of any sexuality or sexual orientation)
are connected to each other in ways that are more than the
obvious (looks, common interests, etc.), when one discovers
inner movement, psychic energies, and emotional oneness
existing with a certain person that does not exist with
others, there is strong karmic activity occuring. These
people (faeries or not) have an obligation and usually a
desire to pursue all the levels of that connection or are
simply doomed to repeat it all at some other time or di-
mension. Exploring each other takes place in many ways -
sexual /emotional, shared vision, quality time, plaving
together, as well as discovering more about the connection
through astrology, tarot, past life regressions, psychic
readings, rituals, art, music, all the ways faeries create
and share who they are. So, the commitment is to each
other but also to the common vision of both individuals.

Also, there exists, whether we admit it or not, a wonder-
fully expressive depth of feeling that happens when two
people share themselves with each other in a full way.
This 1s no myth. With those to whom I am especially con-
nected, a love arises that is intensely healing that does
not come from any other source including faerie circles

or other rituals. It is the giving up of self, the breath-
ing together of two soulmates who are united by the cosmic
dance, that rarely exists in any other situation -- the
morning time between waking and sleep, when we know there
is no place to go, no one to "be", when we are "at home"
and at peace. That connection should not be sacrificed
for some vague political notions or fears. We need all
the healing we can conjure up -- why forfeit the most
profound sharing? But, these relationships are hard.

They demand that we know ourselves and our spirituality.
They must be exclusive in the sense that they must be
nurtured and worked on. 9Other relationships are possible,

B ———rre————————— < el

but they must always be acceptable to both parties aqd
understood fully. Too often we fall for the attractive
face or body or certain style and neglect or reject our
karmic connections. We do it but eventually will suffer.
Our feelings of Toneliness and pain come out of too many
unaware liasons with people we are infatuated with.
Healing ourselves means being honest with ourselves and
our partners and not playing out the same old tired gay
games of subtle seduction, half truths, images, manipula-
tions. If a person does not love me as I am, then s/he
is no soulmate. If the emotional exchange occurs at any
deeper level, it will most likely bring suffering at some
point.

Not everyone needs the fullness of an ongoing relationship.
Some people are spiritually advanced and are no longer
working on the relative earthly plane. Maybe the greatest
reason for not wanting a commitment is very simple -- fear
of intimacy. Being involved deeply with another person is
very scary business, and faeries are not immune to the

hurt and confusion that arises from investing so much of
one's self to someone else.

At faerie gatherings there is the game of infatuation or
fleeting affairs which has almost become institutionalized.
['m not talking about casual sexual sharing (which can be
beautiful and fun), but rather a "supposed" connection with
another faerie that both people know is an emotional game.
These are the most destructive of all because they produce
more karma. We are playing with each other's inner lives
in the most frivolous way. We pretend some great connec-
tion is going on, when in reality it's a physical attraction
that would be better played out sexually than emotionally.
Wwe damage ourselves when we pretend we are "in love" or
play act various emotions. This we used to call "mind
fucking." It's much more karmically responsible to have
(safe) sex with those we are attracted to than to endless-
ly play out emotional games when we know quite well that
the relationship is limited. Real connections with others
are usually mutual and somewhat rare.

Being warm and open to other faeries or people generally
should be the way we approach the world, but romantic

games are best played on TV soap operas where they enter-
tain us, but not in our real lives where they cause pain.

Blessed be.
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We are gathered to experience the fullness of each of us;
to follow our individual inner rhythms;

to move in rhythm with the energy of others--

'‘others': the earth, the rocks, the plants, the
animals, other humans, etc.

be the

The structure used to focus group energy is A CIRCLE --
where all are of equal value and of equal influence and
power,

The circle usually moves through three phases: centgring
raising

energy

grounding
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RAISING ENERGY

GROUNDING

s

by Cal Nelson

1s the phase where the groups become
aware of the 'work' to be done during
this circle: be silly, share problems,
welcome newcomers, take care of business
(food preparations, clean-up, finances,
etc.), learn skills, set up 'workshops',
perform a ritual, celebrate, etc.

is the phase where the group and then the
individuals focus on what has just been
experienced and release 1t back to the
earth or release the energy to empower
individuals.

Some more specific ways for centering, raising energy, and
grounding are listed below. You may be interested in ex-
perimenting with some of these suggestions. Feel free to

CENTERING is a phase where individuals become aware
of their own inner nature and begin to

hecome aware of the nature of the whole

group ask other brothers what they personally find helpful to do
in each of these 'phases’'.
* focus on one sense at a time becoming aware of what am I seeing? smelling? touching?
hearing? tasting?
* begin breathing deeply; breathe in rhythm with your neighbor.
* imagine yourself to be a tree, flexible and deeply rooted, your branches intertwining
with the branches of other trees.
CG4TEEING' * begin to have eye contact with as many in the circle as are open to that.
* send loving enerby to those in the circle you feel close to.
* send loving energy to those in the circle you are most distant from.
* hold hands with those beside you.
* pass a pulse of energy through the linked hands around the circle
* if you feel something within yourself that you must express, then express it -- through
word, sound, chant, rhythm, dance; express your honest self.
* be open to the reality that others may not be moved by your expression -- they may not
Join in your chant, your song, immediately agree with your suqggestions, not watch
your dance, etc., AND be aware that this expression of your heart is valuable even
if others do not match their energy with yours,
* be accepting of the expression of another arother even if you do not feel moved to join
R@ﬂ(g his expression,
m&é}/ * allow space for others to express themselves.
* allow space for non-verbal expression.
* when you realize your mind has been wandering, express the wonder!
* when you realize your mind has been wandering, gently focus your attention back to the
: whole circle or to the expression of a particular brother.
_“ . * be aware of what has been particularly valuable for you as this circle is now ending.
¥
y ' * be aware of the various contributions of particular brothers who have contributed to this
valuable experience,
E * allow yourself to believe that the contributions of those that have not been valuable to
' you have been the expression of their hearts, of their honest selves.
-, C'h¥ * image yourself as a tree, still flexible, still rooted but with branches no longer inter-
3 twined.
3 * send the energy raised in this circle back to the earth through your roots.
‘i * thank yourself for your contributions to this experience.
' ? * become aware of what you are moved to do, if anything, for yourself or for this community
after the ending of the circle.
[f you are interested in reading more about circles, the Starhawk: The Spiral Dance, Harper & Row 1979, San Fran-
following books may be both useful and enjoyable: ‘cisco, CA. A rebirth of the ancient religion of the
great goddess.
Diane Mariechild: Mother Wit, The Crossing Press 1981, Michael Rumaker: My First Satyrnalia, The Grey Fox Press
Trumansberg, NY. A feminist guide to psychic devel- 1981, San Francisco, CA. A novel of a winter sol-

stice experience in a back room bookstore in NY and

opment, exercises for healing, growth, and spiritual ; . _
a faerie circle 1n a loft.

awareness.
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