






























































TERRORISTS BACK HUSSEIN

uring a recent
demonstration in

OPERATION
UKTED STATES

’“‘6" the United Arab Emir-
< ates — the largest in

HARSE CORPS

memory — one of the
demonstrators carried
a placard saying,
“‘Down with the terror-
ist Saddam.” It was an
apt description of Iraqi
strongman Saddam Hussein.

In recent months Iraq has become the
‘“‘capital” of international terrorism, per-
haps in anticipation of the current conflict
in the Persian Gulf. Today there is wide-
spread fear that Hussein will use his
terrorist proxies as a weapon against the
United States and the alliance that has been
assembled in opposition to his invasion of
Kuwait.

Saddam Hussein’s government has long
been involved in supporting terrorism,
although Iraq was removed from the U.S.
State Department’s list of state sponsors to
facilitate the American tilt toward Iraq
during its eight-year-long war with Iran.
However, in recent months a variety of new
terrorist organizations have appeared in
Irag, in addition to those already based
there.

The Palestine Liberation Front (PLF)
faction headed by Mohammed Abbas,
which is part of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), always has been
Baghdad-based, and has served as the main
PLO conduit to the Iraqi government. It
was the PLF that carried out the recent
seaborne raid on Israel, and the 1985
hijacking of the Italian cruiseliner Achille
Lauro. During the Achille Lauro incident,
Abbas’s men murdered an elderly Ameri-
can confined to a wheelchair, Leon Kling-
hoffer, and dumped his body over the side
of the vessel. Abbas and his apologists later
tried to shift the blame to Klinghoffer’s
wife, who was being held at gunpoint in the
ship’s lounge, saying that she killed her
husband in order to get his insurance
money.

The Arab Liberation Front (ALF), an-
other constituent member of the PLO, also
is headquartered in Baghdad, although it is
not as active as the PLE Created by the
Iragi Ba’ath Party in 1969, it has approxi-
mately 400 members and is headed by
Abed el-Rahim Ahmed.

Sometime around 1 April 1990, the
notorious Palestinian terrorist, Abu Nidal,
moved his headquarters and operations to
Baghdad. This reportedly occurred after a
falling out between Abu Nidal and one of
his principal patrons, Libyan dictator
Muammar el Khadaffi. Major elements of
Abu Nidal’s Fatah Revolutionary Council
(FRC), also known as ‘‘Black June,” had
been based in Libya for several years. In
addition, the collapse of one communist
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government after another in Eastern Eu-
rope, which had long provided Abu Nidal
and his killers with sanctuary and freedom
of movement, forced the terrorist chieftain
to circumscribe his operations and pull back
to the Middle East in search of a more
hospitable political environment. Although
the FRC is not affiliated with the PLO,
there are reports of a recent rapprochement
between Abu Nidal and PLO Chairman
Yasir Arafat.

During the last several months, Arafat

by Neil Livingstone

Mubarak of Egypt.

By supporting Saddam Hussein, Arafat
has once again demonstrated that he is no
friend of the United States or its allies. As
a result, it is inconceivable that the United
States could ever again enter into a dialogue
with the PLO so long as Arafat remains
chairman. Washington must make Arafat’s
removal a precondition to any resumption
of the talks, along with a repudiation of
Mohammed Abbas and the PLE

Whatever the outcome of the crisis. there

has transferred some of
the most feared and
ruthless covert units of
the PLO to Iraq, in-
cluding elements of
Force 17, his praeto-
rian guard, which has
carried out a number of
terrorist operations at
Arafat’s behest. In
addition, the PLO’s
Special Operations
Group (SOG), also
known as the Colonel
Hawari Force, has

is one certainty: we will
see a dramatic upsurge

By SuppOI‘ting in international terror-
Saddam Hussein,
Arafat has
once again
demonstrated that
he is no friend of
the United States
or its allies.

ism in the months and
years ahead. Prior to the
onset of open hostilities,
it is unlikely that the
United States and West-
em Europe will be the
principal targets of
Baghdad’s surrogates.
Instead, Hussein is
likely to employ terror-
ism against Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt, the United

shifted some of its op-

erations to Baghdad. The SOG -earlier
absorbed much of the dreaded May 15th
Organization, which had perfected the art
of building nearly impossible-to-find avia-
tion bombs. Abu lbrahim, the master
bomb-maker of May 15th, currently resides
in Baghdad, and several of his proteges are
thought to have been responsible for
constructing the bomb that blew Pan Am
103 out of the sky.

Arafat’s overt alliance with Saddam
Hussein is one of the most interesting
aspects of the present crisis. In addition to
shifting some of the PLO’s terrorist ele-
ments to Baghdad, there are reports that at
least one brigade of the Palestine Liberation
Army (PLA) was involved in the invasion
and looting of Kuwait. Palestinians living
in Kuwait were said to have served as a
kind of fifth column, preparing the way for
Saddam Hussein’s invasion by collecting
intelligence for Iraq and possibly even
carrying out acts of sabotage. In addition,
Palestinians form the backbone of those
forces collaborating with the Iragis in
Kuwait to keep the infrastructure going.

Arafat is nothing if not a survivor.
However, many Western observers specu-
late that he finally may be finished, even if
war doesn’t break out in the Middle East.
By casting his lot with Saddam Hussein,
Arafat has split the PLO and made his
organization a pariah in many Arab capi-
tals, especially those in the oil-rich Gulf
states that have bank-rolled his revolution
over the years. It is hard, if not impossible,
to imagine Arafat ever again being em-
braced by King Fahd of Saudi Arabia or the
Emir of Kuwait, not to mention president

Arab Emirates, Mo-
rocco, Turkey, and the other states in the
region who have joined forces with the
United States to oppose the Iraqgi invasion
of Kuwait. It will be used to destabilize
those countries and demonstrate that there
is a price to be paid for opposing Saddam
Hussein’s designs in the region. It also will
be employed against other countries to
discourage them from joining the U.S.-led
alliance against Iraq.

A significant increase in terrorism di-
rected against the United States and West-
ern Europe is likely to occur only after the
outbreak of war, in an attempt by Iraq to
open a ‘‘second front.” However, it will be
after Iraq is defeated on the battlefield that
we will have to brace ourselves for a truly
major wave of terrorism. Until that time,
most Arab radicals will invest their hopes in
Iraq’s army and its ability to hold its own
against the coalition of forces arrayed
against it. This is not unlike the situation
prior to Israel’s smashing victory over the
Arabs in the 1967 Six-Day War. Only then
did the Palestinians realize that the Arab
armies were not going to defeat Israel and
that they would have to take their destiny
into their own hands. The only weapon left
to them was terrorism.

In this same respect. if war breaks out
and Iraq ultimately is defeated and Saddam
Hussein toppled, the Palestinians and other
Arab radicals throughout the region can be
expected to launch a major terrorist offen-
sive against the United States and its allies.
And if we are not prepared, this terrorist
war eventually may be more costly than any
potential “‘hot™ war in the Persian Gulf.



GOIN’ MOBILE

Saddam Hussein’s
invasion of Kuwait
and ruthless effort to
dominate the world’s
oil supply has already
proved two things.
‘George Bush has the
courage and resolve to
mobilize the U.S. mili-
tary reserve forces to
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meet Iragi aggression that Lyndon Baines

Johnson lacked in confronting communist
aggression — one of the key reasons
communism prevailed in Vietnam, Laos
and Cambodia — and that the reserve
forces no longer are a haven for those who
would avoid danger while at the same time
making a token gesture toward serving their
country.

For with the Middle East crisis only a
little over two weeks old, Bush told almost
50,000 Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
Corps and even Coast Guard reservists they
are subject to immediate call-up — with
indications of more to come.

On 25 August, Secretary of Defense
Dick Cheney authorized the call-up of
49,703 reservists, to be specific. He has the
authority to summon 200,000 men and
women in the Army and Air Force National
Guards and all service reserves, and con-
templated putting 80,000 of them on
immediate active duty.

But, said a Pentagon source, the White
House wanted to keep as low a profile as
possible on the initial call to colors in order
to maintain a measured response to. the
deepening crisis and avoid alarmism.

The numbers called up would more than
double if hostilities break out between
allied forces and the 160,000 Iragi invaders
of Kuwait who are positioned along the
border of Saudi Arabia. There, regulars of
the 82nd Airborne Division and 7th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade face them.

As details of the reserve activation were
being described to reporters, including this
one, at a Pentagon briefing, General Colin
L. Powell, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff said he had some advice for Hussein.

“Don't try to scare us or threaten us.
Won’t work, never has,” Powell said in a
speech to the Veterans of Foreign Wars
convention in Baltimore. Pentagon spokes-
man Pete Williams said 9,827 reservists in
jobs critical to sustain the buildup in Saudi
Arabia would be notified beginning the
next day, 26 August, and another 36,876
by the end of September.

The Marine Corps received authority to
mobilize 3,000 troopers but indicated that it
wouldn't need very many of them for the
time being. The Marines depend much less
than the other services on reserves for
combat support and maintenance chores.
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serves to military

Marine call-ups would at first be limited to
specific people in special slots.

And the first 50,000 soldiers, sailors and

airmen will be mostly in roles not directly
related to combat but particularly suited to
the environment and demands of this
deployment. Water purification and trans-
portation units for the Army, for example;
medical personnel in the Navy, about half
of whom are doctors, nurses and corpsmen;
and airlift specialists of the Air Force rather
than fighter or bomber crews.

“‘Air Force transport pilots have been
flying back-to-back flights between the
East Coast and the

by Bob Poos

support of more than 76% of the electorate
— there are already hints of Congressional
cowardice for which that body has become
noted in the last couple of decades.

Besides ordering reserve component mo-
bilization, Bush took a step similar to that
of President Truman at the Korean War’s
outbreak. He issued a “‘stop loss™ order on
active duty personnel to prevent losing key
people due for discharge or routine transfer.

Bush may have gained insight from the
failure of Lyndon Johnson to institute a
““stop loss” order in Vietnam. Veterans of
the Army’s 7th Cavalry from Vietnam days
remembered at their

Arabian  penin-
sula,” a 14,000- .
mile round trip, said
Williams. “‘The
problem is, they
were simply flying
so many flights that
the pilots reached
the maximum num-
ber of hours recom-
mended for safety
measures.”

This call to colors
is the first of re-

duty since 1968 and
the largest since the
Berlin crisis of
1961.

“Don't try to
scare us or
threaten us.
Won't work,
never has.”

~— General
Colin L. Powell

recent 25th reunion
that it was threatened
with an immediate
drain of critical man-
power even as the
savage Ia Drang Val-
ley battle of 1965
was being fought.
Many troopers vol-
unteered to stay with
their units, and their
comrades, rather
. than take the oppor-
tunity to DEROS in
the face of enemy
fire — which they
could legally have
done.
This call-up is the

Most of the
conventional news media has been com-
paring this mobilization to the 1968 call-up
and referring to the latter as being a reaction
to the Tet offensive of that year in Vietnam.
It was not a response to Tet. It was caused
by the communist North Korean seizure of
the U.S. Navy intelligence ship Pueblo and
most reservists at that time were positioned
in Korea with some others in Europe. Only
a minuscule number of reservists went to
Vietnam.

As far as the time element is concerned,
President Bush can keep the reservists on
active duty for 90 days under his own
authority and extend that for another three
months upon notifying Congress ‘of his
intent to do so.

“We have the authority to use their
services for 180 days,” Pentagon spokes-
man Williams said. ‘“‘Beyond that, I just
can’t make any time commitment.” Con-
gress imposed these limitations upon the
Commander in Chief after the Vietnam
War but whether it had the authority to do
that under the Constitution’s separation of
powers language remains an unresolved
question. :

Although thus far Congress has reflected
national support for Presidential handling
of the crisis — polls show Bush enjoys

first test of how well
the Pentagon’s ‘“Total Force” concept will
work.

Under Total Force, which the Army
depends upon considerably more tham other
services, regular formations are filled by
units from reserve components, either
National Guard or ‘‘selected Reserve”
outfits and individuals. In some cases this
means regular combat units — infantry,
artillery, armor, combat engineers — are
being sent to the theater in an ‘‘all teeth”
status of purely combat personnel, support
and service functions later being filled by
reservists. But the concept goes beyond that
of “‘rounding out” active combat forces
with reserve combat formations.

For example, the 24th Mechanized In-
fantry Division, one of the units deployed
to the Middle East, has two brigades of
regulars with a third ‘‘round out” brigade
of reservists.

Former Secretary of Defense Mel Laird
was the original architect of this idea in the
mid-1970s. He was inspired by outrage at
the reserve forces being used by summer-
time patriots who knew they would escape
Vietnam duty through reserve service.

Congress subsequently modified Laird’s
idea, largely because it is cheaper to
maintain reserve forces than full-time regu-
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lars, - for obvious reasons. Congress
shrugged off reservations by the profes-
sionally military about placing too much
emphasis on' reserves. Regular officers
pointed to poor performances by National
Guard divisions during the Korean War and
to the fact that some of those few reservists
summoned to duty during the Pueblo/Tet
era actually went to court, claiming that the
call-up was illegal and that they were too
poorly trained to do their jobs.

Congress dismissed those reservations
with the contention that the examples were
due to poor equipment and inadequate
training afforded the reserves under previ-
ous policy.. First-rate equipment and im-
proved training techniques would bring
raised performance and improved attitude
to nearly equal that of regular troops,
Congress declared.

No one with even rudimentary knowl-
edge of military realities really believes
that. All other considerations aside, it
simply is impossible to imbue the same
spirit and install the same expertise in 30
days a year of training as can be done in
365. Hopefully, however, reserve perform-
ance will be vastly improved over that of
previous crisis.

For that matter, no military unit is at
peak performance until it has been tested in
the heat of armed conflict. And at-least one
of the units committed to the Middle East
has a poor record to erase. While the 82nd
Airborne and the Marine regiments on duty
over there have splendid histories, the 24th
Mech’s predecessor, the 24th Infantry
Division, does not. An out-of-shape, ill-
trained 24th Division sent to Korea when
that war erupted, suffered the ultimate
disgrace of seeing its Commanding Officer,
Major General William, E Dean, taken
prisoner when his troops left him behind.
Individual soldiers of the 24th performed
heroically during those early days of Korea,
but many of its units broke and ran upon
encountering a tough, motivated enemy.

Reserve performance in this crisis will
determine to a large extent, shooting war or
not, how much reliance will be placed on
reserve elements in the future and on the
basic Total Force concept.

“It’s a-real test for the whole future of
the reserves,” says Martine Binkin, analyst
on military manpower issues at the liberal
Brooking Institution in Washington. ‘‘It
will determine whether this unprecedented
dependence on reserves is a reasonable
option for our national security.”

As mentioned, the Marines are the most
self-contained of all services and expect to
call up the fewest number of reserves. Most
initial Navy call-ups will be of reservists
filling in slots in stateside locations vacated
by full-time personnel assigned to the
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Middle East or duty with the fleet. Some
400 Navy reservists, for example, were
ordered to duty at Bethesda Navy Hospital
near Washington, D.C., to replace a like
number of doctors, nurses and medics
assigned to the hospital ship U.S. Comfort,
deployed to the

is so bad that sailors in the U.S. fleet far out
to sea must constantly spray water an
antennas and other electrical gear to keep it
clean.

No computer ever made has ever been
exposed to anything remotely resembling
the conditions preva-

Mideast.

Many Air Force
Reserve and Air Na-
tional Guard pilots,
navigators  and
flight engineers
hold similar posi-
tions in civilian life
as do the aerial
ground crews. In
any case, most
flight crews of the
Air Guard and re-
serve spend con-
siderably more time
training than do
Army reservists and
guardsmen.

Also undergoing
its first test is the

No military unit is
at peak
performance
until it has been
tested in the heat
of armed

conflict.

lent in Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait — or Iraq.
At least one group
of men greeted the
Middle East crisis
and even duty in the
area with unre-
strained enthusiasm
— the deckhands
and gang crews who
man U.S. merchant
ships. America’s
merchant marine has
been in a state of
decline for many
years due to competi-
tion from Third
World ship lines and
U.S. companies
whose ships sail

Defense Depart-
ment’s concept of computers and other high
tech equipment serving as a *‘Force Multi-
plier,” making fighting units vastly more
effective through automation.

Although the Pentagon has been spend-
ing billions -on this idea, it has never been
seriously tested. The theory is so attractive

as a method of cutting military budgets.

while theoretically not reducing national
security, few in Congress have challenged
or expressed reservations about it.

This writer has been covering the mili-
tary/high technology scene for more than a
year and his advice is: don’t bet the rent
money that computers are going to come
any place close to performing the miracles
expected of them. My prediction is that
computers and allied high technology will
one day be a useful military tool but no
more so -than any other device in the
inventory. And all of it will require a lot of
improvement before it reaches that stage of
development.

Although computers and other tools. of
automation have been tested to some extent
and some of them ‘‘ruggedized” to meet
military specifications, none has been sub-
jected to anything like the hostile environ-
ment of a Middle Eastern desert.

Computers are subject to malfunctions
from static electricity, dust particles, to-
bacco smoke, extreme humidity and heat.
In the Middle East temperatures reach 130
degrees Fahrenheit, dust and sand storms
are the rule rather than the exception and as
in any extremely dry climate, static elec-
tricity is ever present. The dust in this area

under foreign flags
like Panama, Liberia, Honduras and other
nations whose crew pay, insurance and
safety standards are below those of U.S.
Coast Guard licensing requirements.

Merchant sailors reacted with unre-
strained glee to the recall of 40 ships from
the civilian Ready Reserves Fleet main-
tained by the Department of Transportation
(DOT). And DOT Secretary Samuel K.
Skinner says more vessels will be activated
and put to sea as the situation demands.

These ships will carry weapons, sup-
plies, aircraft, vehicles and other military
related cargo to Middle Eastern ports
supplementing military transport vessels
already pressed into service.

It is the first time the Ready Reserves
fleet has been activated since it was created
in 1976.

DOT’s Maritime Administration ac-
quires and maintains the fleet by purchasing
at scrap value ships which have become
surplus or are considered obsolete for
commercial purposes. As newer vessels are
bought, older ones are retired — although a
few of the venerable World War II and
Korean War Liberty Ships so familiar to
veterans of those conflicts are still on hand.

Maritime Administration maintains the
craft in three categories of time required to
activate them — five days, 10 or 20. The
fleet is a familiar sight to boaters and
sightseers - at' the- three principal sites of
storage: the James River in Tidewater,
Virginia; Beaumont, Texas; and Suisun

Continued on page 73
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and yelling when the elevator door opened.

“‘In a real life situation, few victims are
silent. Only those who are unconscious,”’
said Dr. Ochsner who patterned some of the
syllabus he wrote after procedures he
observed during a two-year stint-at MED-
STAR, a shock trauma center just east of
the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.

¢¢A 9mm gunshot wound in D.C. isn’t as
bad as an AK-47 wound or shrapnel from a
grenade, mortar or artillery round,” con-
fessed Ochsner, ‘‘but the same principles of
treatment hold true.”

Speed is Everything

Speed is everything in trauma cases. It
often spells the difference between life and
death. Concerned about the shortage of
combat-experienced doctors in the 20 years
that have passed since Vietnam, the mili-
tary recently began lending doctors like
Ochsner to urban hospitals hard hit by the
drug wars.

The program offered military doctors
training in treating bullet wounds and other
warlike traumas, while helping short-
staffed urban emergency rooms. The Wash-
ington Hospital Center was among the first
civilian hospitals to participate.

In order to expedite treatment of the
injured brought from the battle, Dr.
Ochsner instituted several measures in the
mass casualty receiving bay. Medical
forms, bracelets and vials for blood are
pre-packaged in a plastic bag by number so
that patients can be tracked from the time
they arrive on board until they are taken to
the morgue or one of 16 wards aboard
Comfort.

Ochsner also borrowed a management
technique from aircraft carriers which call
for deck crews to wear different colored
T-shirts to differentiate between ordnance-
men (red) and refuelers (purple) by requir-
ing hospital personnel to wear different
colored baseball caps.

Since it’s so noisy in the bay during a
mass casualty call, Ochsner has equipped
each treatment area with equipment to

provide continuous monitoring of a pa- -

tient’s vital signs, blood pressure, etc. With
this equipment, there’s no need for a nurse
to “‘cuff’’ the patient and check his blood
pressure. With a selector switch, the attend-
ing physician can dial up BP and heart
imaging at one, two or three minute
intervals. No need to add to the confusion
by shouting, ‘‘Patient’s BP 120 over 90.”’
Vital signs are displayed digitally on
monitor screens.

In the event Comfort and Mercy were
swamped with battlefield casualties, there
would not be enough doctors to go around.
As in past wars, hospital corpsmen would
perform tasks some thought impossible.
Doctors would be left to treat life-
threatening cases.

Seeing the need to rotate doctors from
workstation to workstation where expertise
was urgently needed, Dr. Ochsner, a trauma
surgeon at Bethesda Naval Hospital, devel-
oped yet another color coding scheme.
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_ Ochsner wrapped orange arm bands
around posts at work stations. In the event
a doctor is urgently needed, a corpsman
would simply slide up the armband; much
like a red flag being raised. A senior nurse
stationed on the floor is charged solely with
keeping track of the orange armbands and
dispatching physicians to calls for help.

Chemical Warfare

Saddam Hussein’s threats of using
chemical warfare are being taken seriously
by Comfort’s crew. Extra time is spent each
week on training to handle patients contam-
inated by poisonous gas.

The ship is using a process invented by .

Lieutenant Commander Alison Mueller
several years ago that allows a medical
team to quickly decontaminate injured
service personnel exposed to poisonous
gas. The goal is to decontaminate patients
in 15 minutes, but the number one goal is
not to contaminate the ship.

When contaminated patients enter the

hospital ship, they are taken to one of five -

decontamination units where crew mem-
bers wearing protective gear cut away
contaminated clothing. Next .the - patients
are taken to a second room where they are
washed down with a bleach solution and a
soft sponge and brush. Air inside this room
is changed six times a minute to keep it as
clean as possible. From there, patients are
sent on for further medical care.

Range of Services

Comfort’s wide range of services makes
it comparable to a big city medical center.
Among other things, the hospital ship
features:

® 12 operating rooms and up to 1,000
beds, including four intensive care wards
with 80 beds.

® A Navy staff which is 30% female, that
consists of 500 physicians, dentists, nurses,
health care administrators, medical and
dental technicians. Another 400 non-
medical personnel handle other duties such
as administration, supply and personnel
services.

e A range of specialized care services
such as two dental surgery rooms, four
dental examining rooms, prosthetics, test-
ing laboratories, four complete radiology
suites, blood banks containing 3,000 units
of frozen blood, a brain scanner and a
pharmacy.

The staff of both Comfort and Mercy
were assembled in less than a week, mostly
from military medical and dental clinics on
the East and West coasts. The staff also
includes a nine-member surgical team from
the Canadian forces.

““In Canada, we don’t have a hospital

ship like this, so this is a brand new
experience for me,”” said Lieutenant Red
Hamel, a nurse from the National Defense
Medical Center in Ottawa, and member of
the Canadian Navy. “I’m used to working
under canvas in field hospitals.”’

Like U.S. ground-based forces in the
Persian Gulf, the Comfort’s crew seems

less concerned about the possibility of war
than by the tedium and uncertainty of the
future.

Captain Paul Berry, the Mercy’s skipper,
said jokingly, ‘‘Surgeons pace the passage-
ways looking to take out each other’s
appendix.”

The biggest treat of the day comes after
dinner when officers carry the beach chairs
they bought in Rota, Spain, on the way
across the Atlantic Ocean to the mass
casualty receiving bay and watch movies,
compliments of a video outlet in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Get a Real Job

As 1 lay flat on my back and was prepped
for “‘simulated surgery’’ to remove a slug
from my stomach, I thought how real this
exercise was. Especially when I closed my
eyes and listened to the litany of orders
being given by doctors such as Perry
Stafford, a former Marine Corps pilot who
flew more than 500 combat missions in an
A-4 Skyhawk.

Why did Stafford give up a glamorous
job as a jet jock and become a pediatric
surgeon?

“I had to grow up and get a real job,”
laughed the guy who nurses in the surgical
suite call the ““Quack.”

The director of nursing services aboard
Comfort is a Vietnam veteran. Captain
Jewel Lockney honed her skills on hospital
ship Sanctuary. Lockney says it’s rare to
see both of the Navy’s hospital ships
side-by-side in the Persian Gulf; perhaps an
omen of what’s to come.

USNS Comfort and USNS Mercy fly the
flags of both the Red Cross and its Arabic
equivalent, the Red Crescent. If war does
come to this region of the world, Gage
Ochsner says it is possible an American
Marine and an Iraqi soldier might be treated
in the same bay.

““No one,”” says Cmdr. Ochsner, “‘will
be refused medical treatment, not even our
enemy.”’ Navy policy.

Healed of my make-believe wounds, I
joked with the staff about looking like
Clarabelle the Clown who had been run
over by a Mack truck. But this drill was no
joke. Those who participated in it were
deadly serious. The trauma they suffered
when 10 sailors from USS Iwo Jima were
brought aboard a week ago was too fresh.
The shock had not worn off yet.

Walking to the helipad for a flight back
to the mainland on a CH-53, a helicopter
from Desert Duck Airlines, a Navy squad-
ron, I heard the Comfort’s skipper come on
the ship’s PA system and compliment his
crew on their performance.

“Our experience with the Iwo Jima
incident only solidifies the importance of
these drills,”” Captain Roger Pentzien said.
‘““When the real thing feels like a drill ...
only then are we truly ready. That is all.”’

Comfort and Mercy are ready to live up
to their names.

R
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NAVY, MARINES

Continued from page 59

demolition bombs as well as cluster
bombs. Cluster bombs contain hundreds of
smaller bomblets described by a Harrier
groundcrew armorer as ‘‘having the power
of about 30 hand grenades each.”’

Harrier pilot Captain Thomas Chaney,
33, from Los Angeles, said he saw no
people on the ground. ‘‘I saw the
buildings, a few vehicles and some
trucks,”” he said. Colonel White said
Marines on the ground located the commo
site and relayed its position to the air wing.
Two Bronco spotter planes then went to
the area and marked it with smoke; the
Harriers finished it off.

Elsewhere near the Kuwaiti border, the
Marines and the Army are going to try a
new experiment. They are going to mate
an Army heavy armored brigade with the
two Marine divisions, the 1st and 2nd,
which are located virtually side-by-side on
the Kuwaiti border.

The large number of M1A1 Abrams
tanks, Bradley Fighting Vehicles and
armored command vehicles will add
weight to the Marines’ light infantry
makeup. Marine divisions do have tank
units, one battalion to a division, but they
are usually parceled out to infantry line
battalions as needed.

‘““Mobile armored warfare is not a
Marine specialty,”” Capt. Matthew
Margotta, an Army spokesman, said, ‘‘but
we can’t breach a line without
infantrymen.”’ There is no doubt in the
minds of either soldiers or Marines that a
ground attack will be required to force
Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait.

““The war isn’t over until the enemy’s
territory is seized,”” Lt. Col. Michael T.
Johnson, of Springfield, Massachusetts,
said. Armored personnel carriers clanked
into and alongside Marine positions after a
hot, dusty, 48-hour, 200km route march.
Soldiers dismounted and started digging
in. ““Even with all that steel, you still dig
in when you stop,”” Johnson said. ‘“The
basic protection for troops is always that
old hole in the ground.”’

The Army troops, like countless before
them, discovered that Marines are
generally strangers to creature comforts.
‘I mean, we live rough,”’ one soldier said,
‘“‘but 1 guess we aren’t as used to living
quite as rough as the Marines. We like a
little canvas over our heads.”’

Nevertheless, they expressed a soldier’s
resignation to and confidence in what was
to lie ahead. ‘‘War is whatever we’ve got
to look forward to,”” Sergeant Gary
Newcomb, 26, of Farmersville, Louisiana,
said. ‘‘But that doesn’t mean we’re really
looking forward to it. We just hope the air
boys flatten Iraq so low that all we have to
do is push through smoking wastes.”’

Jay R. Lopez, a loader on a Bradley
weapons system, added, ‘‘We are combat
ready and ready to fight because it looks
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like that is the only way to get home.”’

Bob Poos was a Marine combat
correspondent in Vietnam, and a former
managing editor of Soldier of Fortune
Magazine. ®

BRITS

Continued from page 61

mobile Scud launchers. Hampered by poor
weather over Iraq, so far the RAF had
attacked 36 airfields during 188 missions.

By Day 3, three RAF Tornado F-3s were
scrambled to assist U.S. A-10s over
Kuwait being harassed by Iraqi aircraft.

A third Tornado GR-1 from 15
Squadron was reported lost. This raised the
casualty rate from this squadron to 25%. A
grim 1st Lt. Mike Pailsey said, ‘“Whatever
your emotions, you still fly the aircraft.
We went out as four crew, now we are
three. Tomorrow we might be two or one.
It gets harder. The first time you are
dealing with the unknown. On the last
sortie we lost somebody. The next time it’s
going to be harder because you’re aware it
could be you.”

Tornado GR-1As (the reconnaissance
version of the GR-1) were deployed. to
help in the search for mobile Scud
launchers, but no Tornado missions were
flown after dark on this day due to bad
weather. Jaguars flew five missions on
their first full day of operations. A cockney
ground crewman ‘‘bombing-up’’ a fighter
was laconic in describing his job during
hostilities: ‘‘Easy, I put them on, they take
’em off. Er ... pass the spanner, Jack.”’

One Tornado pilot repofted damage
from ground fire and coaxed his aircraft
back with as much caution as
circumstances allowed, only to have
ground crew pluck feathers from minor
damage and report that he had hit a bird.

The 1st Armoured Division began
fitting extra armor on their 60-ton
Challenger tanks and Warrior armored
personnel carriers (APCs), this in response
to evidence of a new Iraqi mine.

On Day 4, Royal Navy Lynx helicopters
from Her Majesty’s Ships Cardiff and
Gloucester with Sea Skua antiship missiles
were scrambled for potential threat from
Iraqi gunboats, but no contact was made.
They also flew reconnaissance for a U.S.
Navy and Marine assault on off-shore oil
platforms being manned by Iraqi
antiaircraft units.

Landscape Gardeners

As of midday, RAF bombing missions
resumed. For the first time, Jaguar
missions included direct attacks against
concentrations of Iraqi ground forces,
using cluster bombs. The search also
continued for Iragi mobile Scud launchers
and the heaviest RAF Jaguar raids were
targeted against these.

In RAF tradition, ground crews chalked
irreverent messages on bombs before
missions. One 1,000-pound bomb bore the
legend, ‘‘41 Sqd, Landscape Gardeners.”’

By Day 5, a fourth Tornado GR-1 was
lost shortly after take off in Saudi Arabia,
crew ejecting safely. By the end of the day,
the RAF had flown 300 missions. Crews
were being rotated, whenever possible
alternating crews between missions.

On Day 6, the fifth Tornado GR-1 was
lost in action, crew missing. So far 37% of
Coalition air losses had been Tornado
GR-1s, even though they represented only
4% of the Coalition air force. This level of
loss was attributed to the extremely
hazardous low-level missions they had to
perform, and is considered to be low, given
the number of missions they had flown.

RAF pilots reacted with outrage at the
degrading spectacle of their downed
colleagues being paraded on Iragi TV,
somewhat the worse for wear. However,
they were buoyant at the news that at least
they were alive. The RAF analyzed their
losses thus far and attempted to alter
operational procedure. They stopped the
‘‘softening-up’’ 1,000-pound bomb
attacks which had preceded the low-level
delivery of JP223 ‘‘Runway Busters.”
Instead, the JP223s were delivered
unannounced in a 50-foot flyover- on
unsuspecting targets.

Commenting on the high RAF losses,
Group Captain David Henderson said,
““The opposition has some extremely
effective antiaircraft artillery defence on
airfields. It does mean for those crew
flying over airfields that they are going
into what appears to be a wall of tracer.
The bullets just keep coming up at them.
There is no particular indication that they
are being aimed. They are just being fired
up in the air, as if there are a lot of soldiers
on the ground firing their Kalashnikovs
vertically upwards. However, RAF crews
remain determined to press home their
attacks.”’

By the end of the first week of this war,
the British contribution had settled into a
routine. Ground forces continue to prepare
for the inevitable assault, in which the 1st
Armoured Division will play a leading
part. Royal Navy vessels remain on station
alongside their more numerous American
counterparts. The RAF, for the moment,
bore the brunt of offensive
action in night and daylight raids,
using their specialist low-level attack
skills.

The complex air war has seen a
remarkably successful intermeshing of
Coalition forces. The British remain
confident that the ground war, with U.S.
and British forces at the spearpoint of
allied advances, will produce similar
results.

Peter Douglas is an internationally known

combat photojournalist and a former Royal
Marine. ®
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DESERT SHOWDOWN

Continued from page 11

following a strategy that fixes Iraqi forces
in place while economic sanctions take
effect. Such a course will become increas-
ingly less tenable to the American public.
For his part, faced with slow starvation at
home (let us assume for the sake of
argument that the blockade is relatively
effective), Hussein is unlikely simply to
accept his fate. When the situation be-
comes more clear to him, it is more
reasonable to assume he will lash out.
Thus, the United States must be prepared
to fight.

_ Such a conflict, when it comes, will
involve heavy casualties, particularly in
the initial stages when the Iraqi armor
columns are being halted. Thereafter,
United States forces can go over to the
offensive and cut off the Iragi forces in
Kuwait, then destroy the threat by moving
against the remainder.

It is clear that for the present Wash-
ington is seeking a low-cost end to the
conflict through blockade. Such hopes,
however, are at odds with historical evi-
dence and, therefore, must not be allowed
to cloud military realities. The likelihood
is that we will have to fight. We had best
be prepared to employ our military in
correct fashion. Such preparations do not
include portraying the enemy as 10-feet
tall. This he is not. &

ESCAPE FROM KUWAIT

Continued from page 15

toward the ground floor, pausing only to
put on my shirt and pick up a roll of film
that I had dropped in my haste. As soon as
1 entered the main lobby I saw several
wounded civilians. Many were covered in
blood, and some also had been badly
burned. A large number of the hotel guests,
mainly Brits and Americans, were already
giving the injured what first aid they could,
under the circumstances.

I wanted to get outside and take a closer
look at what was happening, but stopped
as I began to turn the idea over in my mind
and decide whether going outside in the
heat of battle would be suicidal. I would
not be able to take any photographs until it
got light anyway!

The hesitation was fortunate, because
all of a sudden a shell exploded directly
outside the main entrance, causing the
large plate glass windows, doors and half
the concrete structures to blow inward
toward the main foyer. It was several
minutes before the dust settled and an
injured Kuwaiti soldier dragged his
wounded mate through the gaping hole
which was once the main entrance to the
hotel. T rushed to his aid. His friend had
had it — half his head was blown away and
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most of his brain was hanging out of a
huge hole which was once the base of his
skull. Blood and bits of bone dripped onto
the floor. His gallant friend, who had
dragged him this far, was also in a bad
way. He had been shot several times in the
back. I could have gotten my clenched fist
into one of the many holes. He died five
minutes later.

I wanted to get a better look at what was
happening so I raced up the stairs toward
the roof of the hotel. On my arrival I found
that one British and two American journal-
ists were already there, and they moved to
one side to give me enough room to lie
beside them on the flat roof. We watched
the battle for several hours and as the sun
slowly came up it was possible to distin-
guish the Iraqis from the Kuwaiti soldiers.

Although greatly outnumbered, the tiny
Kuwait army gave more than a good
account of itself. Iraqi soldiers were
pinned down on a beach for some two
hours whilst the Iraqis, using British-built
Saladin armor, bombarded the Kuwaiti
barracks where most of the soldiers were
dug in. There were many dead Iragi
soldiers lying in the streets, and tangled
metal that had been military vehicles,
along with at least two burnt-out helicop-
ters which were so mangled that it was
impossible to identify what type they
were. There was thick black smoke rising
high in the air from buildings and burnt-
out vehicles; it had been a hell of a fight.
The only visible resistance against the
superior Iraqi forces with their armor,
infantry and helicopters was now the
accurate fire from the Kuwaiti snipers who
were concealed among the rubble of
the city.

It was obvious that things could only get
worse and this was verified to us when
several Europeans told us of atrocities
carried out by the Iraqi soldiers. There
were eyewitness accounts of captured
Kuwaiti soldiers, many of whom had been
wounded, being executed on the spot. And
a German woman was allegedlly raped
before her husband’s eyes. We had to get
out of Kuwait and make for the safety of
Saudi Arabia before we were also killed or
taken as hostages. By this time we were
aware that 35 British soldiers acting as
military advisers to the Kuwait army had
already been captured and flown to
Baghdad.

At the time of this writing, the Iraqis are
attempting to seal the borders and are on
the lookout for American and British
citizens. If you are a Brit or a Yank they
want your blood; they don’t care if you are
a man, woman or child, they will either kill
you or take you hostage, depending on
what mood they are in. I cannot give any
details on how we escaped across 200
miles of desert and bypassed Iraqi check-
points and tank colunins, because these
routes are still being used and friendly
Arabs are risking their lives attempting to
set people free; in fact one passenger on
this flight has just informed me that a

group of Brits in a convoy of cars crashed
through one of these checkpoints, and one
member of the party was killed. All I can
say is that there are a lot of brave men over
there risking their lives daily so innocent
people will be free from the butcher of
Baghdad.

The British Victoria Cross and the
American Congressional Medal of Honor
are the highest honors for valor in the face
of the enemy that our two countries can
award to our servicemen. I do not know
whether the Kuwaitis have an equivalent,
but I can tell you that I have seen deeds
worthy of both. Kuwait’s young men were
showing the highest degree of bravery in
the face of the enemy. Unfortunately most
of these medals would have to be awarded
posthumously.

There are rumors circulating that the
Iraqis had an easy time — they did not.
Although I cannot begin to estimate how
many were killed, there are many bodies
lying in the streets and inside burnt-out
armor and trucks; perhaps that is why they
carried out reprisals against the gallant
Kuwaiti soldiers and civilians who coura-
geously defended their country against the
Hitler of the Middle East. As soon as I can
raise the cash to replace my equipment I
will be returning to the Gulf to report the
facts and hopefully watch the U.S. and
British airforce kicking their arses back to
Baghdad. @

GOIN’ MOBILE

Continued from page 21

Bay, near San Francisco.

In St. Louis, a resourceful DLA official
bought every bottle of sun screen lotion
from K-Mart and other cut-rate outlets in
the area for shipment to the men and
women of Saudi Arabia.

Besides the DOT’s reserve fleet of
ships, this mobilization is drawing on the
Civil Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF), another
civilian/military reserve organization cre-
ated in 1951. General Johnson got immedi-
ate authority to requisition 17 civilian
passenger planes and 21 cargo aircraft to
use in Desert Shield. There were no
immediate cancellations of commerical
airline schedules, said the Air Transport
Association. Cargo Carriers were not im-
mediately affected because this is a slack
season for freight shipments, the associa-
tion said.

However, that could change if Defense
Secretary Cheney invokes CRAF 2. Under
CRAF 2, the military could requisition 79
civilian passenger planes and 108 cargo
ships. In the final stage, CRAF 3, which
can only be called during a national
emergency, the military fleet would be
expanded by 258 passenger planes, 217
cargo craft, and 31 Boeing 767s which
would be used for medical evacuation
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purposes.

The U.S. commercial surface trans-
portation system of railroads and truck
fleets has ‘‘not even been challenged’’ by
Desert Shield, said Gen. Johnson.

Railroads have a long history of switch-
ing practically overnight from peacetime
to wartime status and commercial truck-
ing, for all the money Congress spends on
making highways strong enough to stand
pounding from 18-wheelers, plays an in-
significant role in national defense.

‘“Even in an all-out war,”’ military
requirements would take only 2% of the
nation’s trucking capacity,’”’ Johnson said.

Activated reservists will fare better
upon their return to civilian life than did
their brethren in previous conflicts. Some
of them not a great deal better, to be sure,
but at the very least all are assured of a
return to the jobs they held when mobi-
lized. There was no such policy in World
Wars I and I1, Korea and Vietnam.

Otherwise, their status while on active
duty depends on the employer. Nationally,
employers are about evenly split on
whether they will continue to pay reserv-
ists salaries while they are on duty in the
Persian Gulf area.

In all cases, including Federal gov-
ernment employees, the employing agency
has the right of decision.

A nationwide poll of 62 large employers
reveals that 46% of them plan to continue
reservists’ full pay but usually for a limited
time. Some will pay full salaries for
periods ranging from three weeks to three
months, while others pay compensation
for up to four years with adjustment for
consideration of military pay and with
some periodic reductions. The other 54%
of employers simply shut off pay when a
reservist leaves the job.

But the Soldiers and Sailors Relief Act,
which guarantees job preservation, does
more than merely that. It, for example,
limits interest rates on loans to reservists
to 6%. And there are some other lesser
benefits based on individual cases and
needs.

FREE ENTERPRISE
FREEDOM FIGHTERS

In last month’s Bulletin Board, we re-
ported that the government-in-exile of Ku-
wait is recruiting mercs with solid military
credentials for action in the Kuwaiti Resis-
tance., From the initial reports we’re getting
on Kuwaiti Partisan operations, it looks like
you should pack a basic load of U.S. $100
bills if you plan to get involved.

Apparently the Kuwaitis, who are long on
cash but short on antiarmor weapons, are
destroying Iragi tanks by the following
tactic:

1. A white flag is displayed to the tank
crews by the Kuwaiti guerrilla leader, along
with a fistful of U.S. dollars, U.K. pounds, or
Saudi Riyals, large denomination only
please.

2. The tank commander and “G” leader
negotiate a reasonable fee (approximately
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U.S. $1,000 cash or other hard currency
equivalent, no plastic) for the tank crew to
take a break outside of the tank.

3. Cash is exchanged; crew exits tank.

4. Kuwaiti guerrillas empty gas can down
the turret hatch, followed by a match.

Everyone is happy. No one dies; the tank
is destroyed for the approximate black-
market cost of a cheap antitank weapon.
The normal intermediate step of a weapons
purchase is avoided, costing an arms mid-
dleman some profit. Think of the practical
advantages if this antiarmor strategy
catches on. Cash is a lot easier to carry
(and jump — ever exit a C-130 with a
Dragon pack?) than AT weapons. It's a lot
quieter to employ, good for night and
unconventional warfare operations. And it
creates a new slot on a Special Forces
team: CPA NCO.

— Chuck Fremont R

FRENCH CONNECTION

Continued from page 37

90 other ranks), and in the Escadron
Galy-Dejean they are all professional
soldiers. There are no conscripts here.
Many of the troops have seen service in
Chad, Djibouti and the Central African
Republic.

But perhaps the most important contrib-
uting factor to the high morale is the
attitude of the professional elements of the
French army. Conditions in France just
aren’t a lot better than they are here. That
is not meant as a criticism, for as one
Foreign Legion colonel explained, comfort
is the enemy of the soldiers of France.
They experience little enough comfort at
home and the change from France to Saudi
Arabia isn’t as dramatic as if.is for some of
the other military organizations deployed
here. France is by no means a poor nation,
but the army has the attitude that poverty is
a virtue. They don’t have the largess of
their American cousins, and they are better
soldiers because of it.

The motto of the Escadron Galy-Dejean
is ‘‘sans repit’’ (without rest). Watching
them train in the desert, it seems that rest is
just one of many things they do without.
But for all they lack, they have an
abundance of the virtues which produce
success in combat. They are physically fit,
confident, and display a high degree of
professionalism and esprit de corps. While
many in Washington and elsewhere ques-
tion the behavior and motivation of the
French, it would be a mistake for anyone,
especially the Iraqis, to question the
competence and resolve of France’s sol-
diers in Saudi Arabia.

FRENCH FAR AND
LEGION

When the political leadership of France
decides to exercise its military options, the
instrument used is the Force D'Action
Rapide. Known by its acronym FAR, the five
combat divisions of the Force comprise the
immediate reaction force of the French
military. The regiments of FAR have re-
sponded to crises in Chad, the Central
African Republic, Lebanon and, most re-
cently, Saudi Arabia.

Five divisions, along with a logistics
brigade and command elements belong to
FAR. The divisions are organized by func-
tions and include the 4th Airmobile Division,
the 6th Light Armored Division, the 9th
Marine Division, the 11th Airborne Division
and the 27th Alpine Division. Most soldiers
serving in the FAR are professionals, as
opposed to conscripts. Among its compo-
nents are four regiments from the French
Foreign Legion.

4e Division Aero Mobile: The combat
aviation element of the FAR, the 4th Divi-
sion provides helicopters for transport, re-
supply, close air support, command and
control and an effective antitank capability.
Comprising of six regiments, the division
contains roughly 7,000 men and 250
helicopters. Of the helicopters, 90 are
antitank, 30 for reconnaissance and 30 for

- command and control, plus 70 Puma large

transport aircraft, and 30 smaller Gazelles
for troop movement and supply missions
—used much as Hueys were used in
Vietnam. The 4th is headquartered in
Nancy in northwest France.

6e Division Legere Blindec (light
armor): Home to three Foreign Legion
regiments (the 6th Engineer, the 1st Cav-
alry and the 2nd Infantry), the 6th Division is
well-represented in Saudi Arabia. Elements
of all three Legion regiments mentioned
above are here, as are troops of the Spahis,
cavalry regiments raised during the French
presence in North Africa. The 6th consists
of seven regiments containing 7,200 fight-
ing vehicles and 36 artillery pieces. The 6th
is headquartered in Nimes.

9e Division D’Infanterie de Marine: Six
marine regiments and one regiment of
engineers make up the 9th. The marines
provide an amphibious capability and are
geared for air transport as well. Its regi-
ments contain some 72 light armored
reconnaissance vehicles and 30 artillery
pieces. The 9th is headquartered in Nantes.

11e Division Parachutiste: With over
14,000 men the 11th is the largest of the
FAR's divisions. Thirteen regiments belong
to the 11th, including the Foreign Legion's
2nd Parachute Regiment. Among its ele-
ments are air delivery troops, marine para-
chutists, russards with the ERC 80 armored
reconnaissance vehicle and an airborne
engineer regiment. The division is capable
of commando and reconnaissance opera-
tions, antitank operations and antiair de-
fense. The 11th is headquartered in Tou-
louse.

27e Division Alpine: France’s specialist
for mountain and arctic warfare, the 27th
contains roughly 10,000 men, 1,100 anti-
tank missile launchers and 36 light armored
vehicles. The division is made up of nine
regiments. In addition to operating in the
mountains and in extreme weather, the
division is also capable of fighting in an
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urban environment. The 27th is headquar-
tered in Grenoble.

In addition to the above five divisions, the
FAR also has a command element and a
logistics brigade headquartered in Maisons-
Lafitte, near Paris. The commander of the
FAR is also the senior French officer
present in Saudi Arabia, and commands all
French forces operating there. The logistics
brigade provides the division with units
specializing in everything from fieid medi-
cine to water purification.

Altogether the FAR numbers some
42,000 highly trained soldiers, able to
perform a wide variety of combat and
training missions. Charged with the defense
of France as well as protecting her interests
overseas, the FAR provides the French
government with a credible and capable
force when military intervention is the re-
quired response to a crisis.

TRACKS TO IRAQ

Continued from page 45

Regiment, 24th Infantry Division.

SOF: Are you guys ready to rock ‘n’
roll?

A: I honestly feel we're prepared to do
whatever it is we’re called upon to do. I
was telling them [his men] just - this
morning before you got here that one of the
biggest stress removers is knowing that
you know how to deal with the things
you’ve been given to deal with.

I mean just knowing if you're a tank
gunner, you know how to gun. If you’re an
infantry soldier, you know how to move
and shoot in these sand dunes. If you're
under NBC [Nuclear, Biological or Chem-
ical] attack, you know how to use your
gear. And I really believe that my soldiers
are ready.

We don’t want to [fight], and of course
nobody knows how we’re going to react to
what would probably be a tremendous
blooding should we have to fight, but I
think they’re ready.

SOF: Is it going to be a bloodbath?

A: Yeah, I think there will be serious
casualties.

SOF: How much are field command-
ers like yourself counting on air power
to chop up Iraqi armor and fortified
positions?

A: A great deal. I think it would be a big
mistake for us not to bring the full brunt of
what we can airwise against the enemy,
before we ever attempted anything on the
ground. And I really think that’s the key to
our success.

We can soften up the underbelly with
our air to the point that I think we can
make a real fair fight even outnumbered.
And I'm impressed. I've heard numbers of
systems that are available, and I hope we
don’t fight, but I'll tell you, I think if we
did, the air war will determine it even
before we get committed.

I just don’t think they [Iraqis] appreciate
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the capacity we have to target their
systems and take ’em out before we get in
harm’s way. If we bring everything to bear
at a certain place at a certain time, we will
make an impact rather quickly, I think.

Strike in the Night

SOF: Conventional wisdom says this
whole thing will start at night. From a
commander’s viewpoint, what would it
be like?

A: I think we’re looking at about five
days of air war where battalions like mine
aren’t involved. We’'re staging
somewhere, but we’re not really involved
in a fight. We might be reacting to some
artillery or Scud missiles or maybe even
some chemicals if he [Saddam] is crazy
enough to use them, but I see an air war of
about 72 hours where it’s pure air and I
honestly, in my own mind and heart, think
that in about 24 hours to 48 hours, we’re
going to win that war.

And then the air belongs to us, and that’s
when we can divert the effort...to take out
antiair systems and their air force, and
[then] use those assets and put ’em against
command and control, artillery, and
ground targets, and when we got those
working in conjunction with the ground,
that’s when we would move. Personally, I
see a very cold, dark night [when the
shooting starts] and by the time the sun
comes up the next morning, I think we will
have made 20-30km. There’s been some
contact and some fighting, but not a whole
lot from a ground maneuver point of view.
When the sun comes up, the Iraqis will be
looking for a place to hide. But we will
keep pressure on them, maintain contact
and wait for nightfall so we can go back
at ’em.

SOF: So, they’ll get no rest?

A: Right. They can’t fight us like they
fought Iran where they took a break and
did logistics [resupplied] and then went
back to the war. There aren’t going to be
any 12-hour breaks this time. It’s going to
be a continuous fight. But it’s not going to
be easy. I think it will be bloody. But I feel
confident that we can do what we’re
supposed to do.

SOF: Where are we going to lose the
troops if the air takes it to them first?
Where’s the blood letting going to be on
our side?

A: They’ve got tremendous artillery
capability and if we don’t take that out
before we commit to ground troops, we’re
going to take some tank hits. They’ve got
a pretty good tank in the T-72. They have
experience, but I think our guys will learn
fast under combat conditions and will
make up the deficit, their experience
versus ours. We have an edge
technologically. What we’re lacking is
combat experience, but I think it will come
very quickly should we be called upon to
fight.

Things To Watch
SOF: What’s your biggest concern?

A: I'm concerned about differentiating
between friend and foe on the battlefield.
The Syrians also use Soviet-built T-72s.
And the only way we can tell friend from
foe is their position on the battlefield.
Somebody smarter than us, or a level
higher than us, has got to put us in a
position on the battlefield so we aren’t
going to be looking at Syrian T-72s at the
same time we might be looking at Iraqi
T-72’s, or we’re going to have a
significant problem, cause as you know,
through thermal sights the signature is the
same. It doesn’t distinguish patterns of
paint or camouflage. I mean it’s a concern.
It really is. Our training has taught us that
the guy who shoots first wins a tank
engagement. If he’s in range, you’ve gotta
shoot. We can’t be fooling around
wondering whether it’s a Syrian or an
Iraqi. It’s gonna have to be cleared up for
us before we shoot. And I think it can be
done simply by positioning on the
battlefield.

[Note: To avoid shooting Syrian tanks,
the multinational force has placed Syrian
armor on the far western or left flank —but
battle lines change during the course of
combat.]

SOF: What about the young
American tanker? He’s not going to
wait to pull the trigger on a tank in his
sights is he?

A: You know I’'m concerned about that
very point. There will be a tendency to
hesitate. I’m seeing this when I watch guys
fire live bullets when they go downrange
for the first time. There will be a tendency
to hesitate. I don’t know how we get over
that.

SOF: If you hesitate, you’re dead!

A: Exactly. What we’ve learned is that
the guy who shoots first usually wins. But
you’ve got to hit what you shoot at. And
I’'m a little concerned that the guys may
hesitate. I hope that by shooting more live
rounds, and talking to them, we can help
them, but I think we’ll have some
foreknowledge of what’s going to happen.
I think we’ll have five to seven days worth
of knowledge if we’re going to attack or
defend. It’ll take them that long to attack
down to where we are, and it will probably
take us that long to get up to where we can
kick off an attack. And with that
foreknowledge, I think we can talk through
this problem of hesitation. In the
meantime, tank commanders are
eliminating much of the problem by giving
their gunners ‘‘Fire Commands.’’ If you’re
being told to shoot, maybe that will help
young gunners click that round off.

What Will It Be Like?

SOF: How much confusion is there
going to be when this thing kicks off?
Will people go absolutely crazy out
there?

A: Id like to tell [you] that it won’t, but
I’m sure it’s going to be crazy for a while.
At my level, I should have a pretty good
understanding of what’s happening. But
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once you get above my level where a
brigade commander has three battalions to
deal with, or a division commander has
eight or nine, I’'m sure it’s going to be
pretty confusing.

SOF: Are you concerned about the
numbers of Iraqis you face?

A: No. I'm not overly concerned about
the numbers. I'm hearing every day
different numbers, but I’'m not overly
concerned about them, because I just think
that the capability we have in terms of
technology, especially at night, and what
air can do to strip out the multipliers, will
really even things up. And probably give
us an advantage.

They’re not very good at putting
everything they have together at one point,
one place at one time to have an effect on
the battlefield. They fight tanks pretty
good, they fight infantry pretty good, they
use artillery OK, but they don’t fight
tanks-infantry-artillery and all of the other
assets they have very well together. I think
we’re going to hand them so much to deal
with at one point and time on the
battlefield, they’re not going to be able to
deal with that, and that’ll open up the
window for us.

Lieutenant Colonel Dave Jensen
graduated from the University of Delaware
with a degree in elementary education,
with emphasis on special education,
handicapped and retarded children. But he
knew from the time he was a junior in high
school that he wanted to make the military
a career.

Jensen entered the U.S. Army in August
1972, but never got any combat experience
in Vietnam. That’s why Jensen depends so
heavily on his Command Sergeant Major
(CSM), Miguel Robels, from St. Croix,
Virgin Islands. Robles did three combat
tours in Vietnam.

Colonel Jensen said, ‘‘[His] first tour
was with the 2nd of the 18th, 1st Infantry
Division in June 1966. Robles served with
the 3/5 Cav with the 9th Infantry Division.
Robles was wounded during each of those
tours. His neck still bears scar tissue from
burns he suffered when he had an APC
blown out from under him.

‘“Miguel is the big brother I never had,””
Jensen said. He looks forward to coffee
every morning with the CSM.

Robles believes his troops are ready to
deal with Saddam’s army. ‘‘These guys
are better equipped and prepared than they
were in Vietnam. They can give as well as
receive,”’ Robles told me as he dropped by
our dinner table to talk to the CO. But he
cautioned against drawing any further
parallels with what happened in Vietnam.

““‘It’s a different ball game out here,”’ he
" said. ‘‘Just look around. Do you see any
jungle? There’s no place to hide out here.”’
And unlike the poorly equipped Viet Cong
he fought, the Iraqis are well armed.

Although it’s difficult for Miguel
Robles to tell a young soldier what he’s
going to face, just the fact they know he’s
been there is comforting.
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‘““When they ask me what’s the best
thing they can do under fire,”’ Robles said,
“I tell them to go with their instincts,
’cause 99% of the time your initial
reaction will be the right one. When bullets
are flyjng, I won’t have to tell a man to
duck. He’ll get down.”’

How does Robles feel about the
possibility of going into combat one more
time?

‘“‘Before we deployed to Saudi Arabia,
my wife said a person shouldn’t have to go
through this twice in his lifetime.”’ Robles
says he thinks about it, ‘‘But you don’t let
it get to you.”’

As the sun sank below a sand dune to the
west of Assembly Area Cotton, and a chill
came over the night air, you could see the
Cottonbalers begin to post sentries on the
high ground they occupied. As one soldier
walked out to his position, he talked to me
about home, and asked, ‘“When do you
think this will end?”’

Sorry kid. T don’t know. %

TARGET SADDAM

Continued from page 39

feels the scary part of being this close to
the front is not knowing what’s going to
happen.

‘‘Like when we first got here on August
12th, if they would have said here’s your
ammo and you’re heading up north, it
would have been over with by now, but
this waiting game is a killer,”” Alcaraz
explains.

‘“The men upstairs know what’s going
on, but they don’t tell us,”” Cpl. Christo-
pher McNeely from Cape Girardeau, Mis-
souri, says. ‘‘But I guess when they’re
ready to tell us, we go do whatever they
want us to do.”’

McNeely thinks a move is in his
immediate future. ‘‘I think we’ll go north.
I don’t see us spending all this money to
come over here, sit here and just go home.
I see us doing something,’”’ he insists.
McNeely confesses he’s scared like every-
body else on his crew, but he feels he’s had
the best training money can buy, and he’s
ready to ‘‘De it.”” That’s why he joined the
Marine Corps.

To cope with stress, the Pace-Setters
spend their spare time reading letters from
home to each other. ‘‘Occasionally, we
write each other’s families,”’ Alcaraz says.

Like others in the battery, Alcaraz is just
waiting for the other shoe to drop in this
standoff with Saddam — ¢‘Waiting for
word to CSMO — Cut The Shit and Move
Out.”

Which Way is Hell

You can tell a lot about a Marine by just
reading inscriptions on his Kevlar cover.
Things like, ‘‘Merry Christmas,’” ‘I Love
You,”” and an occasional question like,
‘““Which Way Is Hell?”” on the helmet

Alcaraz wears.

Which way is Hell? “Up north in
Kuwait,”” replies the young leatherneck.
‘“That’s where Hell is, and that’s where
we’re headed.”” R

GULF OF OMAN

Continued from page 13

portion of their training, firing 870
Remington and 590 Mossberg shotguns;
.45s and M16/M203s.

Dunnagan, when asked why Marines
volunteer for sea duty, replied, ‘‘No better
way to see the world and for the adven-
ture.”’ '

We picked up LCpl Eric Toth, from
Niantic, Connecticut, whom Dunnagan
had selected for the photo session, and
moved to a small isolated deck for the
photo session. As expected, the Corps
cooperation was superb, though I got the
feeling toward the end that good LCpl
Toth had no intention of considering a
modeling career after he got out of the
Corps. Unfortunately, by the time I got
back the November cover had already been
selected so Toth will have to settle for his
photo in the story. Time was running out,
so Dunnagan hustled me up to the Vul-
ture’s nest where I could observe carrier
landings and take-offs. (By the way,
Captain, I sincerely apologize for screwing
up your workout schedule). Duly awed by
the efficiency of the whole operation and
especially the young flight deck crew, I
snapped several rolls of film and climbed
aboard the C2-Greyhound for the flight
back to the air head.

I spent a couple of more days unsuccess-
fully trying to link up with the Kuwaiti
resistance, and then headed back home for
the SOF Convention.

I want to express, formally, my appreci-
ation to all on the Independence. I'm sure
I speak for all SOfers in wishing them
good luck. Kick ass, guys! &

SPEC OPS

Continued from page 65

ing weather — especially if USAF aircraft
are involved. They may also infiltrate with
an A-Team on a recon mission to collect
weather intelligence.

Para-rescue Commandos: These troops
are usually SCUBA qualified so they can
jump in anywhere to rescue downed
aviators. In case immediate rescue isn’t
possible, they go in with a heavy load of
ammo. An A-10 or F-15 squadron doesn’t
leave home without them.

USMC:

Force Reconnaissance: Force Recon
teams go in in advance of a main Fleet
Marine Amphibious Force, infiltrating by

WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST



air (static line at extreme low altitude or
free-fall), small boat (Zodiacs or sea
kayaks) or by swimming (SCUBA, LAR-5
or surface swimming). Their mission may
go beyond recon, including raids against
critical targets in support of the main
Marine force. If the Marines land in
Kuwait, Force Recon will be there waiting
—and leading.

Besides Force Recon, the USMC has
been actively training individual Marines
in SOF tactics — the days of ‘‘Hey diddle
diddle, straight up the middle,”’ are defi-
nitely gone for the USMC.

NAVY:

SEALs: NAVSPECWAR - Naval
Special Warfare — units are made up of
SEAL teams and special support person-
nel: highly trained air crews, small boat
crews to handle the Sea Fox infiltration
craft, communications and intelligence
specialists, etc. SEAL teams have already
deployed to the Gulf for blockade duty:
They’ll form the raiding parties that will
capture any blockade-running Iraqi tank-
ers. Instead of sinking supertankers carry-
ing tons of crude oil, the SEALs will
deliver the big ships to safe ports in the
southern Gulf.

SEAL teams are also likely to be used
for raids and reconnaissance along the
Kuwaiti and Iraqi coasts, and reports out of
Britain are that SEALs landed in Iraq
approximately 15 August on a recon
mission. Sometimes criticized for lacking
infantry skills, the SEALs “‘lack of com-
mitment,”” to put it politely, to standard
infantry tactics gives them flexibility
Army and Marine SOF units may lack. It
also makes them quite unpredictable.

COAST GUARD:

Coasties have been getting a lot of
live-ammo training lately, thanks to the
drug war, and they know how to organize
aboarding party. USCG ship and air crews
are actively involved in small boat training
with Army SF maritime operations teams.
USCG personnel have already deployed to
the Gulf to serve as ‘‘prize crews’’ tasked
with piloting captured supertankers to
friendly harbors. Also expect USCG res-
cue teams — HH-3 helos with CG rescue
 swimmers on board — to supplement
USAF and Navy rescue teams in event of
major air operations. ®

WORLD RALLIES

Continued from page 16

1,500 man navy manning 15 small war-
ships.

Qatar will open for the first time
military facilities to U.S.-led multinational
forces.

Saudi Arabia itself has an army of
38,000 plus a paramilitary National Guard
of 56,000; a 7,000 strong navy; air force of
16,500. Weapons include 550 main battle
tanks, 180 aircraft and eight frigates. ®

WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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Continued from page 70

the same day, the United States government
warned American citizens of possible Iragi
terrorist attacks in Bangkok, Thailand. For
the most part, however, the anticipated
terrorist reaction to the onset of war had not
materialized by the end of the third day of
fighting.

Americans, however, remained nervous
and concerned about the threat of terrorism.
Bomb threats kept explosive ordnance dis-
posal squads extremely busy in Washington,
D.C., and other American cities, but no
actual explosive devices were discovered. In
some cities, military surplus stores sold all
their gas masks, and there were reports of
some Americans hoarding food and stock-
piling weapons in anticipation of terrorist
attacks. But ordinary citizens were not the
only ones guilty of overreacting. The award
for the most irresponsible act of any public
official in the United States goes to Detroit
Mayor Coleman Young.

On 18 January 1991, reportedly without
consulting the FBI or any other federal
agency, or even the county sheriff or
prosecutor, the mayor declared a state of
emergency in Detroit. He went so far as to
ask the governor to call up the National
Guard to ‘‘assist in security activities.”’
Despite the lack of any real threat, the mayor
announced that he was doing so, in large
measure, to protect the city’s Arab popula-
tion from reactive violence.

Then he had the gall to accuse the media
of exacerbating tensions by *‘focusing atten-
tion on Detroiters of Middle Eastern descent
who are the most vociferous in condemning
President Bush and his actions in the Persian
Gulf.”’ By overreacting and pointing out the
opposition of some Arab-Americans to the
war, Mayor Young was guilty of inflaming
the very passions he allegedly was attempt-
ing to avert.

Despite the relative lack of terrorism in
the early days of the war, many observers
still believe that we are in the lull before the
storm. As Iraq’s military capability is being
pulverized, there is a growing concern that
Saddam Hussein may be forced to turn to the
only weapon left in his arsenal: terrorism.

Neil Livingstone is a recognized expert on
terrorism, and an adjunct professor at many
institutions, including Georgetown Univer-

sity. &

CHEMICAL

Continued from page 60

at 13,300 by mid-March. Experts estimate
that chemical agents wiped out at least
40,000 Iranians in the last years of the
conflict.

Where did Iraq get its chemical arsenal? '

Only after the United Nations issued a

report in 1984 concluding that mustard and
Tabun had been used in the Iran-Iraq War
did the United States, Britain, France,
Japan and Australia ban export of chemi-
cals to Iran or Iraq that could be used to
make mustard or nerve agent. It has been
widely reported that unauthorized techni-
cal assistance from German companies
(both East and West) has helped Iraq in the
development of chemical weapons in
recent years.

But Iraq’s chemical warfare capabilities
are not unique. At this time, the following
countries have chemical weapons: United
States, Soviet Union, China, Egypt,
France, Iran, Iraq, Israel, North Korea,
South Africa, Syria, Taiwan, Vietnam and
Libya. And most other industrialized na-
tions could develop them in less than a
year.

Early reports from Operation Desert
Storm speculated that perhaps Iraq’s
chemical weapons factories and stockpiles
had been wiped out by coalition bombing.
It is also possible that because of the
modifications they have made to Scud
missiles to allow them to travel longer
distances, there may not be enough room
for a chemical component on the warhead.

Since Saddam is desperately trying to
bring Israel into the war to break the
coalition against Iraq and turn this into an
Arab-Israeli holy war, it seems clear that if
he has not at the time of this writing used
chemical weapons, they must be unavaila-
ble to him for some reason.

It clearly isn’t a matter of conscience for
Saddam Hussein.

S. Max has been a military affairs editor
for nine years and has a Master’s Degree in

History. ®

EAGLES
Continued from page 47

Rember: I think Saddam must realize that
going one-on-one with us would be fool-
ish. He may hold his best pilots in reserve
for the defense of Baghdad.

SOF: Is it going to be like the Boston
Celtics playing the local basketball
team?

Gemmell: A total trouncing remains to
be seen, but I don’t think the Iraqis will be
celebrating very many victories, if any at
all. It doesn’t make any difference to us if
Saddam puts his best pilots up against us
in the early going, or saves them until the
end; either way, they’re going to die.

Having spent more than five years
flying F-15s, Rember and Gemmell are
qualified as flight leads who have more

inexperienced pilots under their wings.

Because of their experience, the chances

- are slim that these two will fly together in

Kuwait or Iraq, even though they are both
members of the 71st Tactical Fighter
Squadron. &
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