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| he Church of Antioch

[t 1s one of several churches founded by St. Peter.
this one 1n 38 A.D. in Antioch, Syra, righttully called
the Mother Church of Christianity. It cametothe U.S5. A
about a hundred vears ago and traces its history through

seventeen lines of authentic Apostolic Succession. |t
In 1ts original meaning as

r

takes the word "Catholic,
nniversal” and "all-inclusive.” Its foundation 1s stated
n Jesus’ purpose for the Church: "A new commandment
oive | unto you that you love one another,” and 1t

—
S

measures the quality of love by St. Paul’s "Fruit of the

Spirit.” It 1s a Church that holds that Christianity at best
s Sacramental, Gnostic, and Cabalistic, and that a

fulfilling Faith should be at home 1n the world of feelings

and emotions, 1n the realm of the mind, as well as in the

reaches of exalted spiritual aspiration. It seeks ever to be
a spiritual home where God’s children can meet In

m—

worship. fellowship, growth, and understanding.

1he Holy Order of the Rose and Cross

1he Holy Order of the Rose and Cross (HORC) 1s
dedicated to the principle that a living faith in Christ

should be an integral part of every person’s daily
experience. | he Holy Order of the Rose and Cross 1s

composed of Catholic Religious of the Church of
Antioch, and 1s open to all who have taken Holy Orders
in the Church of Antioch. The Order also sponsors a lay
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society which 1s known as the Fraternity of the Rose and -
Cross (FRC). Membership 1n said society is open to all
persons regardless of their religious affihations. The
Order encourages the study of both the greater and lessel
mysteries of the Lord Christ. It is the avowed purpose of
the HORC to spread throughout mankind a greater
understanding of the nature of God and of His Son.
Jesus Christ. Members of the HORC are known

as Rosicrucians.
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or most, February 14, 1981, will
F be remembered only as being an-

other Valentine's Day. Husbands,
wives, lovers and friends dutifully
exchanged heart-shaped or covered Hall-
mark greeting cards with someone else's
sentiments inscribed inside. Children
(not to mention sweet-toothed adults)
devoured pounds of chocolate-covered
cherries and their like. All of this
was being done in the name of St. Val-
entine, who , I am quite sure, never.
received one valentine in his entire
life, let alone established a specific
day on which to do so. In the mystical
allegories of many cultures the heart
is seen as the home of the soul, the
manifestation of spirit in matter. 1In
the Orthodox faith, February 14 is the
special feast day of the Holy Valenti-
nus, Father of Gnosis, the Divine Mys-
teries.

The obvious connection to and with
the Catholic devotion of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart
of Mary are also closely likened to
this auspicious day.

Editorial

It is fitting, then, that this mest
recent feast of St. Valentinus was
also the occasion for a remarkable and
powerful event. This occurrence has
unalterably changed the lives of two of
the Lord Jesus Christ's servants in
ways that few can clearly express. And
it has made an impression, a lasting
mark, on many others, for on February
14, 1981, Fr. Edward Charles Sullivan
and Fr. Howard Ray Troy were consecra-:
ted to the Episcopate.

Becoming a bishop is not an everyday
experience; it is a time set apart.
Indeed, we might even say that such is
the specialness of this type of an
event - that it, in reality, takes
place not merely in our localized en-
vironment, but truly outside of time
and space. However, as a point of re-
ference, the physical aspects of this
consecration were centered in and on
Holy Mary of Guadalupe, Catholic Church
of Antioch, which is located in Clear
Lake, Washington. Holy Mary serves as
the Mother Church for the members of
the Holy Order of the Rose and Cross,
as well as for the Diocese of the Pa-
cific Northwest of the Church of Anti-

och. ;

On that morning five bishops enter-
ed the sanctuary of Holy Mary for the
purpose of admitting their brothers
to the order of the episcopate.
Archbishop-Patriarch Herman Adrian
Spruit, a man of tremendous personal
warmth and spiritual presence, was
the Consecrator. l!lle was assisted by
Senior Co-Consecrator Bp. Mary Spruit
and Junior Co-Consecrator Bp. Arnold
Eyre. Also assisting were Bp. Helene
Seymour and Bp. Shirley Eyre. The
Spruits and Eyres had come from Cali-
fornia for the blessed event, while
Bp. Helene had made the more gentle
and relaxed jaurney from the nearby

San Juan Islands in order to be pre-
sent.



Yvhat does it mean to become a
bishop? The answers, I am sure, are
aS varied as those who have received
such a distinction. One thing is ob-
vious: those who have been set avart
for zuch service are never the same
aFain. In receiving the laying on of
hands, the infusion of the Holy
Spirit, and the charge to becomec a
'servant of the servants of Christ",
an indelible impression is inade on
the soul, -nd a new light can be seen
to be shining through the essentizl
being of those 'ho are called to the
ranks of the Apostolic followers of
OQur Lord Jesus Christ.

The Avpostolic Succession is no
small matter in the Catholic world.
Those who can claim to be true mem-
bers of that sacred college can be
fully said to be walking "in the
rootsteps of the Master". They are
charged with the responsibility to
tend to their Master's flocks, as he
intended them, to serve both their
spiritual and temporal needs. They
are the stewards of the saving grace
of Our Lord 's most precious sacra-
ments and the holders of the Aposto-

lic commana to teach the world about
the Good News, the Gosvel of the King-
dom of Heaven. This chzrge has been
handed down for almost two thousand
years and the yoke it imolies 1s at

once heavy and joyful.
There are many details with which

we could fill pages noting names and
action, points of ceremonial splendor

and emotional heights. But, as the
sage sO clearly stated, "Cne opicture
is worth 10,000 words".. #e have 1n-
cluded more than one picture 1n a spe-
cial section to be found in the center
of this issue. This i5 most appropri-
ate, for our bishops are the heart of
our spiritual community, just as
Christ is our head. SO when you ar-
rive at the mid-point of our journal,
remember that what you are looking at
was a significant event in the lives
of many people. Stop, for a time,

and share what was for us A Special

Moment.

Your Servant in the Light of Christ,
Jeffrey
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”A People for His Name”

T'he members of the Holy Order of the Rose and
Cross, the Fraternity of the Rose and Cross,

and Third Order Members (Tertiary) will be
holding their 3rd annual Advance.

Spend a spiritual retreat in the beautiful
San Juan Islands of the Pacific Northwest.

SEPTEMBER 10th—13th, 198
MORAN ST. PARK, ORCAS ISLAND, WA.

Guests are Welcome!

Cost 1s $25. Includes meals and
accommodations for 4 days!

FOR FULRTHER INFORMATION WRITE

HORC ADVANCE COMMITEE., PO.BOX 314 BURLINGTON.WASHINGTON 98233




A Quote toConsider
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"The doctrine of the Shekinah, contained in the Talmud
and expanded in the Kabbalah, of the Shekinah as the
[ivine Presence which resides in this world, receives
a new and intimate significance and applicability. If
you direct the undiminished power of your fervor to
Cod's world-destiny, if you do what you must do'at this
moment - no matter what it may bel! - with your whole
strength and with Kavvanah, with holy intent, you will
bring about the union between God and the Shekinah,
eternity and time. You need not be a scholar or a
sage to accomplish this. All that is necessary is to
have a soul united within itself and indivisibly direc-

ted to its divine goal."

Martin Buber
Tales of the Hasidim: Early Masters







Leaves of Healing from

the Tree of Life

by The Most Rev. John Joseph Rankin

"In the midst of the street of 1t, and
on either side of the river, was there
the tree of life, which bare twelve
manner of fruits, and ylelded her
fruit every month: and the leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the
nations."”

- Revelation 22:2

we must body forth his healing

touch. If we are to body forth hils
healing touch, we must somehow become
so immersed in his healing consclous-
ness that disease and palin shall Dbe
dissolved within and around us.

This requires a certaln schooling
and discipling of the mind as well as
of the sympathies. JSuch schooling can
take place in many ways; but a classic
method, and one which the Master Jesus
himself may have known, is graphically
summed up in the Hidden Wisdom of the
symbol of the Tree of Life.

In Christian thought, 1t is affirmed
that all salvation (which includes the
salvation of the body, whether seen as
physical healing now or resurrection
in the end-time) flows from Christ
alone. "There 1s none other Name
undier heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved (healed)." (Acts 4:12)
It requires continuing discernment for
the Christian Jabalist, and specifical-
ly the Christian Jabalistic healer, to
maintain the supremacy of the Healing
Christ over all methods of disciple-
ship and methods of expanding con-
sciousness. If we fall into the trap
of thinking that we have Christ AND
sabalalh, we shall have a dualism which
cenerates an inward split; whereas the
trademark of the truly healing cons-
ciousness 18 unity, integrity and syn-
thesis.

The intricacies of the Tree of Life
are as a vell or garment which we
Arape over the Christ, not to conceal

If we are to body forth the Christ,

=i, but tc permit us to explore and
experience certain facets of his cons-
ciousness with greater concentration
and clarity of focus; and thereby ¢ I
"erow up into him," or "Let Christ be
formed in you,” to use S5t. Faul's
language.

A familiar parallel is found in the
effort to locate an area on a map.
Jithout grid lines we lose much time
and gain much frustration. There's
just too much of it! So in Christl
In him is all the immensity of the
Godhead embodied. To know him in
pleroma demands that we have our lit-
tle grid lines to find that in him
which must be located or discovered
at a given time, and to evolve a like
consciousness.

Make no mistake! It is far better
to have a map with no grid lines, than
to have grid lines with no map! The
simple trusting heart who hourly plac-
es flowers of love and devotion at the
feet of the Master will develop heal-.
ing consciousness with authenticity
and power, far better than the would-
be initiate who can quote reams of

sephirotic correspondences from memory.
and who has not entered the Tree to
find true humility.

But if one is an occultist by temper-
ament and inclination, and a Christian
by first and second birth, then that
one can experience his own wholeness
only by integrating the two. It is
only a futile game to dart back and
forth between the two, as 1f there were
separate allegiances. S0 let us agree,
at least as a working hypothesis, that
to understand and embody the Tree of
[ife is to understani and actualize
the Healing Christ himself, not merely
a series of propositions about him.
And if at any point in your occult
studies you begin to feel that the
Christ is becoming for you a mere
shadow, take 1t as a signal to lay the




studies aside for a while, and to prac-

tice the most simple heart-to-heart
devotion to his Fresence. Only in the
security of his love can the hidden
wisdom bring forth fragrant leaves of
healing for you.

The occultist's need to be centered
in love is far greater than that of
the most flagrant sinner. For while
Lucifer tempts the lusty sinner, the
occultist perenially tempts Luciferl
The strength of mind developed 1n oc-
cult meditation inclines one to false
pride, and tempts the lower forces to
make the meditator their victim and
medium, |

Taken as a whole, the Tree of :Life
is a glyph of relationships: rela-
tionships of cause and effect, syn-
chronicity, corrective balance, force
and form. In illness and in pain,
there is always a large element of
isolation. No one can handle your
pain for you. In healing, therefore,
relationship must be restored, recti-
fied, and remodelled. The Tree of
Life, or any tree for that matter, is
a study in the development of poised
and powerful relationship with one's
total environment.

NMoreover, the Tree of Life 1s cen-
tral to the original creative process
("the tree of life in the midst of the
garden,” Genesis 2:9)., It dramatical-
ly portrays that process. The person
unfolding a healing consciousness is
in the process of creating a new mind;
the person seeking a personal healing
1s is in the process of creating a new
body, or a.new portion or new process
thereof. Study of the prototype fac-
ilitates this effort, and aids in cen-
tering the mind on the ideal wholeness
without losing sight of the interven-
ing process.

In sacramental healing, as practiced
in manv of the free Catholic churches,
a collective ritual is employed.
of 1tself, 1s a reminder that healing

This,

never takes place in isolation, but al-

ways 1n community. And the results of
healing are likewise communal, rather
than private. Restoration of organs
and functions to right relationship
with the whole body is but the outer

sign and token of the restoration of
the individual, as a member of the

Body of Christ, to organic union and
functional harmony within that Body.
Freed of disease and pain, he or she

can devote time and energy to the mani-

8

festation of the kingdom on earth.

The ten spheres of the Tree of Life
depict the downpouring of pure divine
consciousness into manifestation in a
Aefinite series of stages. From top
to bottom, it enables us to see fur-
ther into the grand initlatory mys-
teries of Creation and Incarnation.
rom bottom to tor, the -ten spheres
depict the elevation of awareness on a
Fath of Return to humanity's original
freedom; and enables us to see further
into the mysteries of Revelation and
Redemption.

In this series of essays, we will
pay particular attention to the latter,
the upward flow of the Path of Return.

Therefore, we begin with examining
the lowest and nearest sphere, which
represents the earth and i1s termed
"The Kingdom".

It is here that the aspiring healer
must begin. The True Kingdom and
earth are not two, but one. A rever-
ence for earth, an authentic apprecia-
tion of its potential radiance and
righteousness, expressed in loving re-
gard for his own personal bit of earth,
his body, form a base from which he
can draw others into acceptance of
their right to be well.

ouch a reverence 1s nurtured by a
growing care for his allocation of
earth-space, earth-time, and earth-
energy, in meeting his own needs as
well as those of others. It is a be-
whiskered axiom in occultism that every
miracle begins with a material base.

No multiplying of loaves without first
a loaf, no draught of fishes without
first a net. For the healing fires of
heaven to descend and take form, there
must first be an earthly channel or
platform upon which the fire may glow.

And the duration of the glow depends
on the durability and stability of the
platform! Thus the aspiring healer is
rightly assured that every effort to
establish order and discipline in his
use of space, time, and energy, will
enable him to transmit a more effectiwe
flow of the divine grace of healing.
Setting one's correspondence in order
may seem totally irrelevant to healing,
but 1t 1s not. Practice of time- and
cost-effectiveness may appear to have
no bearing on healing consciousness,
but the appearance lies.

All such practices strengthen the
vessel or channel of healing. And
when the power begins to flow, you can




be sure that any crackxes or faulty seams
in the pipeline {(the healer, will rup-
ture, bring noral (and sometimes phy-

sical) damage to the channel, and psy-

chological loss to those whom he would
seek 1o serve. i Strengthenel vesse
can serve under sustaine?d pressure
without loss of eauilibrium.
| ithus to one who 1s called to heal,
we say:* "sEnter with J into
iom of earth; you were born accoriing
to the flesh, but you will not be “orn
according to the spirti until you make
a personal acceptance of the fact that
you are on earth, and that 1t is good
to be here. 50 pay jyour bills,
peace with your family,
expeniiture of time, ani soak
lally work with grace ani rrayer.
Ine healery 1s engage’ in a joi
with Cod, a venture which in-

Ture

1

volves the rearrangement and trans-
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In other words, you must pay for the
right to witness the crazy and wonder-
ful things of God by being exceedingly
sane in your use of the things of
earth! The cost of participating 1n
a miracle is paid in the coin of a
willingness to forego all miracles.

To bear the tension set up between
heaven and earth, which has driven
more than one spiritually ambitious
soul into lunacy, one must practice
utmost integrity andi order in mundane
matters while simultaneously entertain-
ne vivii mental pictures of the total
luidity and vulnerability of all

The functional value ¢f such
paradox is amply illustrated in the
Acts of the Apostles. MNlracles became
commonplace as they scrupulously ob-
served losaic codes of Justice, yetl ex-
recting the dissolving of all familiar
things at the reappearance of the bhas
ter upon the earth.

"o the one seeXing healing, one may
recommeni use of the suggestive 1magsces

-

Tree of lLife. First, the very 1dea ~f
a Yingiom implies a King to dhom sur-
is offered. A devout act of
submission of all that one 1s and has
to the soverelign and loving control of
the Christ dissolves panic and frenzy,

’
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and 1nitiates a restorztion of

second, an opening of
to a conscious
presence

peace.
heart and min?
acknowledgment of Cod's
in all of earth, including

the eayth of one's own body . . . ces-
sation of all complalnt regardlnL
"this too, too solid flesh," andi wel-

coming the arising of the light which
dwells at the core of all things.

Third, as this sphere has correspon-
dence to the feet of the Grand kan, or
Arcbetypal Christ, one can bring before
the mind's eye some 1lmage of the Feet
of Jesus, pouring out devotion to the
Lowliest of the Highest, which can so
readily quicken the elevation of humil-
ity within the soul in a way which can-
not be described, and with results bet-
ter discovered by the individual than
related by another.

Rising now to the next level of the
Tree ot Life, we approach a sphere nam-
ed "Foundation.” 1In the unawakened
person, this foundation is in his gen-
erative power, which is the foundation
of his ability to project life into
new forms. In the disciple, this foun-
dation is 1in hils regenerative power,
his abillity to restore life and cons-
ciousness and to express it in new
patterns and forms.

Another traditional name for this
sphere is "Treasure House of Images"
It 1s through the images one holds and
endows with power that the healer re-
generates himself, and becomes an aven-
ue of regeneration for otners. Herein
lies a portion of the power of the
Prophets: The ability to hald an al-
ternative image of the future so vi-
vidly before the inward eye that it
e ventually takes form before the out-
ward eye.

Schools of mind-power and thought-
control tend to take up this observa-
tion and foster some ability to visu-
alize imperfect organs as perfect.
"This ought ye to have done, but not
to have left the other undone.”" hat
is the other? To ask the lLord Christ
to lead you through your "Treasure
House of Images" to enable you to see
what images of dread and images of ai-
oration and images of power are lined
up on the shelves of consciousness,
for they are all generative and must
be corrected or shattered in the one
who desires to be a healing channel.
And beyond that, and in the midst of
that, ask the Holy Spirit to lead one

10

into a vivid realization that "Christ
is our sure foundation, and our chlef
cornerstone.” To the Jhri:tiq“ 4ada-
list, u51n5 the e&ult’cn "Foundation =
Treasure House of Images,"” this takes
on added significance. Christ 1s my
Treasure House of Images! ay nils
bright images of humanlity maile whole,
humanity reconciled, ncw move IIi. me
with persuasive power an! regenerat-
ing lifel

To the one seekings to Araw cn this
sphere of Christ-conscliousness, par-
ticularly when the i1llness or pailn

arise out of wrong habits of mind,
emotions or body, certaln meditations
are to be encouraged, chiefly the
Angelus, the lKemorial of the Incar-
nation. 3Since the Holy Cabriel 1s
archangel of this sphere, it 1s most
wholesome and renewing to allow one-
self to identify with Our Holy Lady
Mary, and to hear the angelic words
being spoken to us: "Thou hast found
favor-with God. And behold, thou
shalt « « « bring forth . « « JESUS,"
(Luke 1:30-31.) And to answer, "Be it
unto me according to thy word."

Since inappropriate emotional reac-
tions are involved in so much 1llness,
these reactions need to be identified
and offered to the transmuting light
of the angelic hosts. The violet
color associated with thls sphere can
be visualized as a fountain of light,
or 2 waterfall, under which one can
stand with the intention that every
emotional pattern known or unknown
shall now be washed, changed, and ir-
radiated with and through the 1npour-
ing of the transmutative forces. Such
a daily period of silent receptive ob-
servation provicdes the best possible
proof of its effectiveness.

CCNTINUED IN NIZXT ISSUE OF ARCHN:
"SFLENTCOR, VICTORY ANZ SEAUTYL"
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‘"The Matronit

by Theresa J. Norwark, HORC

a wide range of symbolic aspects,

which might be best understood
by an examination of the development
of female divine entities and their
symbolic representations from ancient
times to the present and even, pro-
pheticall{, into the future.

Many religions have espoused the
idea of a female god. Ua Zit (Great
Serpent) was the Cobra Goddess of
Neolithic times. In later ancient
Egyptian times, the Sun God Ra fought
the serpent of darkness whose name
was Zet, later called Apophis. Ua
Zit's nature (that of a Cobra Goddess)
was retained in later female deities,
one of which was the Goddess Hat-Hor
(literally "House of Hor"). Generally
pictured as a cow goddess wearing a
cobra on her forehead, she is re-
ferred to by one text as the primeval
serpent who first created the world.
Au Set (whose name appears to be
taken from Ua Zit, the name the
Greeks translated as "Isis") also
wore a cobra on her forehead. An-
other Egyptian Goddess, Maat, sym-
bolized the order of the universe.
She came to be known as the Eye of
Horus, Ra, or Ptah. Her name may
have come down to us as the Indo-
European Greek word for "eye", or
"mati", but the Egyptian word for
"eye" is Uzait" - very similar to
"Ua Zit".

A male deity who might have a close
relationship to Au Set, or Isis, was
Set, who fought with Hor (Greek:.
Horus). Hor{us] stood for light and
goodness; Set, for darkness and evil.
E. Wallis Budge states that original-
ly Set represented the natural light
and was the opposite of Horus.

(Horus and Set were brothers, the
sons of Isis.)

There is a tradition in many an-
cient religions of a brother and

The image "Matronit" encompasses

sister, born as Siamese twins, con-
nected back to backy They desire
so much %o be separated so that
they can see each other's face that
eventually they do become separated,
only to forever long to become uni-
ted again in their previous state
of oneness. This "opposite but the
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same” quality is reflected nicely in
the two brothers Horus and Set.

The Sanskrit word "sat" means "to
destroy by hewing into pieces." It
was Set who killed Osiris/Horus and
cut his body into 14 pieces. "Set"
also means "queen" or "princess" in
Egyptian. It is interesting to note
that the Egyptian hieroglyph for
"Queen", which appears before the
names of queens as a title, 1s the
pictograph of a serpent.

On the surface the symbolism dis-
cussed above may seem to contradict
itself, but a deeper investigation
yields some interesting data. One
author (Merlin Stone, When God Was a
Woman) sees evidence of a warlike
patriarchal culture deliberately
conquering and contaminating the more
peaceful matriarchal society's dei-
ties by gradually transforming the
Goddess of Light and Creation into
the destructive cunning serpent,

God of darkness and evil, all the
while substituting a powerful
male deity into the rightful place

of the Goddess.
Unfortunately, she considers only

the external historical facts and ig-
nores the concept of the expression
of various archetypes emergent in

the changing consciousness of a

race. She also fails to go beyond
this idea of a male or a female God
and progress to a God that is not
bound by sexual characteristics.

For example, the serpent is a
double-edged symbol. Its ability
to entwine a person or an object can
be seen as killing, stifling, suffo-
cating as well as protective. Be-
cause it casts its skin, it is a
symbol of renewal. Among the Gnostics
it was regarded as an emblem of the
brain-stem and spinal chord, as is
consistent with its predominantly re-
flex psyche. The snake, as in the
legend of St. Sylvester, is the in-
strument of sacrifice - the knife that
'kills, but also the phallus as symbol
of the regenerative power of the
grain ("Buried in the earth like a
corpse, . . . at the same timelthe
inseminator of the earth.").

Of course, as children, we learned
to see the Garden of Eden serpent as
the "ad guy", but author Merlin
Stone sees the serpent as the "pro-
vider of sexual consciousness",

giving the secret that "only the
Gods knew - the iecret of sex - how
to create life."

The snake has also been seen as
a symbol of certain types of know-
ledge by other cultures. At
Delphi the woman who brought forth
the oracles of Divine Wisdom was
called the Pythia; coiled about her
seat was a Python. There is a
tradition that holds that the gift
of prophecy is gained By having a
snake lick one's ears. Even today
among Sioux Indians the word
"wakan" means both "wizard" and
"serpent”.

At the Florida Serpentarium, where
research on medicinal uses of snake
venom is being conducted, H. Kursh
wrote in Cobras in the Garden that,
after having been repeatedly immunized
with snake venom, he had visions.

Life magazine quoted William Haast of
the Serpentarium as stating that the
snake venom gave him the ability to
make up wonderful verses. This is
certainly interesting in light of

the fact that the oracles at shrines
in Greece were said to have been
given in verse!

Some Egyptian murals picture the
Goddess Hathor [ Hat Hor |, mentioned
above, also known as "the Serpent
Lady", within a Sycamore tree,
passing out its sacred fruit to the
dead as the food of eternity. The
Sycamore tree was known as the
"Living Body of Hathor on Earth.
eat of it was to eat of theLflesh
and fluid of the Goddess."

There certainly seems to be a con-
tradiction between these images of
the serpent, an image which through-
out the ages has represented female
goddesses., It is both smothering,
killing, stifling and life-giving,
knowledge-providing. It is a good
idea to maintain a perspective in
dealing with such symbolic contra-
dictions:

"Every psychological extreme
secretly contains its own opposite
or stands in some sort of intimate
and essential relation to it. In-
deed, it is from this tension that
it derives its peculiar dynamism.
There is no hallowed custom that
cannot on occasion turn into its
opposite, and the more extreme a
position is, the more easily may we

To



expect an enantiodromia, a conver-
sion of something into its opposite.
The best is the most threatened
with some devilish perversion just
because it has gone the most to

suppress evil."

This type of contradiction runs
rampant in mother symbolism. The
mother is at once protective and
overbearing, life-giving and kill-
ing: it is through the mother that
humanity experiences rebirth and
"regeneration”. According to
psychologist C., G, Jung, this is
the function of the incest taboo.
As Nicodemus asked Jesus at John
3:3-4, "How can a grown man be
born? Can he go back into his
mother's womb and be reborn?”
is precisely because the incest
taboo blocks this sort of attempt
to be literally "reborn" that the
libido canalizes its energy into
the mother analogies and symbols.

It is for this reason that the
mother/rebirth symbol is often
closely associated with what Jung
terms the "Devouring Mother" sym-
bol. Since one must, in a sense,
die to be born again, and since
new generation comes from the
physical body of the mother, the

1t

mother is also seen as associated

with death. Thus the "psychic
rationale” for the many early
Vulture Goddesses, and the Egyptian
dog-headed god Anubis, who guided
souls through the underworld
(scavengers "devour” the dead).

As a side note, I also believe this
to be the meaning of the dog on the
Tarot card The Fool.

Jung also explains the trans-
ference of the canalization of libi-
dinal energy, via the incest taboo,
as the reason for ritual castration
in earlier cults, of which a milder
form is circumcision. It is not the
castration that is so important, but
the sacrifice of instinctuality it
stands for. Thus, the only part of
Osiris' body Isis failed to find was
the genitals, which is how Horus/
Osiris became a God; i.e., by dying,
being reborn and sacrificing his

Is

instinctuality at the same time.
it also possible that castration/cir-

cumcision is an attempt to deny one's
sexual nature, to do away with out-
ward sexual differences and return to
the more perfect human state which
Adam and Eve enjoyed in the Garden
of Eden before gaining self-

consciousness and sexual consciousness?




In later Jewish tradition it was
said that children of Israel could
not have even gazed at the Shekinah,
had it not been for the circumcision,
the sign of the Abrahamic covenant
that they carried on their flesh.

It is the study of the concept of
the Shekinah, I believe, that gives
us our first real glimpse of the
meaning of the feminine aspect of
God. The Shekinah, as the early
Hebrews called it (or her), was
the tangible presence of God on
earth. The importance of the
word "tangible" must not be lost
here. It means "capable of
perception by the physical
senses”, In other words, that which
can be seen, touched, heard. The
word Sh'Khinah is a Hebrew abstract
noun derived from the Biblical verb
shakhan, meaning '"the act of dwell-
ing."” With the addition of the suf-
fix -ah, the noun becomes feminine.

According to one Rabbinical source
the Shekinah originally dwelt here on
earth. However, when Adam sinned,
she removed herself up to the first
heaven. When the generation of
Enosh sinned, she moved up to the ‘
second heaven, and so on: the genera-
tion of the Flood, the Tower of
Babel, the Egyptians in the days of

Abraham, the Sodomites, to the
seventh heaven. Then the seven
righteous men (Abraham, Isaac, Jacdﬁi
Levi, Kehat, Amra and Moses) brought
her in seven successive steps back
to the earth.

Another Rabbinic source states
that the Shekinah descended ten
times from on High: to punish Adam
and Eve, to confuse the builders
of the Tower, %0 destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah, to save Israel from
Egyptian slavery, to drown the
Egyptians in the sea of reeds, to
appear on Mount Sinai, to enter the
Sanctuary, and once more will she
return in the days of the battle
between Gog and Magog. The tenth
appearance has been lost to his-
tory, but one wonders if the one
left out of the list is as the
Mother of the Messiah.

There is also a Talmudic tradition
that there were six individuals whom
the Angel of Death could not over-
come, and who died through a kiss
of the Shekinah (Abraham, Isaac,

Jacob, Moses, Aaron and Miriam).
According to another legend, God
took the soul of Moses by kissing
him on the mouth, while the She-
kingh carried him on her wings to
his burial place. This role of
the Shekinah as death-bringer is
certainly interesting in light of
the Jungian concept of the
Devouring Mother.

It is in the Cabalistic tradi-
tion that the Matronit enters the
picture. According to the Zohar,
the Tetragrammaton represents,
figuratively, four aspects of the
Godhead: Yod, the Father; He, the
Mother: Vau, the Son; and the
second He, the Daughter and refers
to the Daughter as "Earth", the
Matronit. The Matronit is the
central link between the Above
and the Below. Rafael Patail
says, "she is the person through
whom man can most easily grasp

the ineffable mystery of the delty."
According to the Cabalah, the
Matronit is the lowest of the ten
Sephiroth, the mystical aspects or
emanations of the Godhead which, to
some extent, correspond to the
Gnostic aeons. This tenth Sephira
is "™alkuth™ which means "kingdom",
or since the ending is feminine,

may better be rendered '"queendom".

The word '"Matronit" itself is a
Latin loan word. "Matronita", the
Matron, which is related to the word
"matrix", coming from Late Latin
"womb ", gives us an idea of the
import of the word. A "matrix" is
"a place or medium in which some-
thing is bred, produced or
developed. "

Thus the concept of the Great
Mother, watching over the human
race as they develop, shows it-
self very clearly in the concept
of the Matronit. While the King,
following the destruction of the
Jerusalem Temple, withdrew into
the remote heights of heaven and
made himself inaccessible, the
Matronit remained down on earth,
directly concerned with the wel-
fare of her people, and could be
approached directly, any time,
at any place.

This identification of the
Matronit with earth and its in-
habitants, coupled with the




"tangibility" (the ability of
being apprehended by the physical
senses) makes the Matronit a
perfect intermediary between
God and man according to the Rosi-
crucian philosophy of materialism:
Consciousness evolves through
the evolution of matter, the
spiritual growing out of highly com-
plex, evolved elements or matter.
This especial relationship between
the female aspect related to earth
and the human race is slowly being
discovered and substantiated by
science. Scientist Jerre Levy has
discovered that "the natural form
of the human is the female". In an
article in Quest/80 magazine, she
explains tha e male's sperm-
carried Y chromosome interferes
with the natural development of the
fetus by causing production of
H-Y antigen. This coat%s the
developing gonads, the two collec-
tions of germ cells that would
have developed into ovaries, and

forces them instead to become
testicles. If the H-Y is stripped
away from these cells, they will
form into ovaries. Even if the
testicles are removed from the
fetus at a slightly later stage,
development will revert to the
female form.

Our understanding of the im-
portance of the Matronit con-
cept has become clouded, I be-
lieve, by the Christian concept
of the Mother of God, Mary. It has
become increasingly difficult in
these times of science and tech-
nology to accept the idea of a
virgin birth, a human being per-
fect from conception, an evolved
human soul whose special charge
is the welfare of humanity, who
is also the '"Queen of the Angels".
It is only in the Cabalah that
the mysteries of these concepts
are related in a manner that is
at least partially acceptable to

the intellect.




Just as the historical Mary is the tangible reflection of the Super-

distinct from the greater World nal Mother is the Matronit, the
Mother, the Matronit is called tangible reflection of God in the

the Lower Mother, while her own world is the human race, the crown
mother, the first He of the Tetra- of manifestation, capable of evolu-
grammaton, is called the "Higher" or tion to the highest realms. We have
"Supernal Mother". Just as the only to follow the examples given to
historical Mary brings to earth the us in the Christian Mother of God,

the historical Mary, understanding

qualities of the Greater Mother, the -
te 4 : : through the Cabalah all of the implica-
Matronit is the tangible reflection tions of her symbolism.

of the Supernal Mother. And just as
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LEditor's note: It has long been the prac-
tice in the Judaeo-Christian tradition to ex-
plain complex spiritual principles in simple
allegorical language, The psycho-mythologies
of both the Jewish and Christian faiths over-
flow with examples of this penre, stretching
from the earliest of the Hebrew Scriptures,
through the times of Jesus, and the Hassids
of even our own generation, who continue to
teach using the parable as a major tool for
conveying the traditions of the people and
their relationship to Cod,]

I seen as a repository for such

traditional knowledge. 1In the

excerpt which follows we obtain a view
of a particular understanding of the
nature of cosmological genesis. Rab
Hamnuna the Venerable discourses on
the words "bereshith bara" - "in-the-
beginning", the first words of the
Book of Genesis. It is an old tradi-
tion which is shown to us in this
tale. To the early Hebrew Cabalists
the alphabet of the Hebrew language
was a divine gift. Within the
structure of each Hebrew letter, it
was felt, was a mirroring of some
part of the divine process. Thus,
Aleph "expresses my unity" and is
valued at one. The letters which
come tO0 us are "lower world" and
thus are reflections of the Supernal
letters though they do "operate,
above and below, together and as
one."

We hope you enjoy this tale . . . .

"When the Holy One, blessed be He,
was about to make the world, all the
letters of the Alphabet were still
embryonic, and for two thousand
years the Holy One, blessed be He,
had contemplated them and toyed with
them. When He came to create the
world, all the letters presented
themselves before Him in reversed
order. The letter Tau advanced in
front and pleaded: May it please
Thee, O Lord of the world, to place
me first in the creation of the

world, seeing that I am the con-
cluding letter of EMeTH (Truth) which

is engraved upon Thy seal, and seeing

that Thou art called by this very name
of EMeTh, it is most appropriate for

he Zohar can, in one sense, be

the Ring to begin with the final letter

of EMeTh and to create with me the
world. The Holy One, blessed be He,

said to her: Thou are worthy and de-
serving, but it is not proper that 1
begin with thee the creation of the
world, since thou art destined to
serve as a mark on the foreheads of
the faithful ones (vide Ezek. IXx, L)
who have kept the Law Ifrom Aleph to
Tau, and through the absence 01 this
mark the rest will be killed; and,

- further, thou formest the conclusion

of MaWeTh (death). Hence thou art
not meet to initiate the creation of
the world. The Shin then came to the
fore and pleaded: O Lord of the world,
may it please Thee to begin with me
the world, seeing that I am the ini-
tial letter of Thy name ShaDDal
(Almighty), and it is most Titting to
create the world through that Holy
Name. Said He in reply: Thou art
worthy, thou art good, thou art true,
but I may not begin through thee the
creation of the world, since thou
formest part of the group of letters
expressing forgery, ShekeR (false-
hood), which is not able to exist
unless the Koph and Resh draw thee

into their company. ~(Hence it is
that a lie, to obtain credence, must

always commence with something true.
For the shin is a letter of truth,
that letter by which the Patriarchs
communed with God:; but koph and resh
are letters belonging to e evil
side, which in order to stand fimm

attach to themselves the shin, thus
forming a conspiracy (QeSheRJ.)

Having heard all this, the shin de-
parted. Enters the Zade and says:

O Lord of the world, may it please
Thee to create with me the world, inas-
much as I am the sign of the righteous
(Zadikim) and of Thyself who are
called righteous, as it is written,
"For the Lord is righteous, he loveth
righteousness" (Ps. XI, 7), and hence
it is meet to create the world with
me. The Lord made answer: O Zade, thou
are Zade, and thou signifiest |
righteousness, but thou must be con-
cealed, thou mayest not come out in
the open so much lest thou givest the
world cause for offence. For thou
consistest of the letter numn sur-
mounted by the letter yod (repre-
senting together the male and the fe-
male princ%ples). And this is the
mystery of the creation of the first
man, who was created with two faces




(male and female combined). In the

same way the nun and the yod in the
zade are turned back to b%EE and not
face to face, whether the zade is up-
right or turned downwards.™ The Holy
One, blessed be He, said to her
further, I will in time divide thee
in two, so as to appear face to face,
but thou wilt go up in another place.
She then departed. The letter Pe
presented herself and pleaded thus:
May it please Thee, O Lord of the
world, to create through me the
world, seeing that I signify re-
demption and deliverance (Purkana,
Peduth), which Thou art to vouch-
safe to the world. It is, hence,
meet that through me the world be
created. The Lord answered: Thon

art worthy, but thou representest
transgression (Pesha), and moreover
thou art shapen like the serpent, who
had his head curled up within his
body, symbolic of the guilty man who
bends his head and extends his hand.
The letter 'Ayin was likewise refused
as standing for iniquity ('Awon), de-
spite her plea that she represents
humility ('Anavah). Then the Samekh
appeared and said: O Lord [3a] of the
world, inasmuch as 1 represent up-
holding (Semikah) of the fallen, as
it is written, "The Lord upholdeth all
that fall"” (Ps. CXLV, 14). The Lord
answered her: This is ijust the reason
why thou shouldst remain in thy place,
for shouldst thou leave it, what will

be the fate of the fallen, seeing that
they are upheld by thee? She imme-
diately departed. The Nun entered and
pleaded her merits as being the initial
letter in "Fearful (Nora) in praises"”
Ex. XV, 11), as well as in "Comely
Nawa) is praise for the righteous"”
Ps. XXXIII, 1). The Lord said: O
Nun, return to thy place, for it is
for thy sake (as representing the
falling, Nofelim) that the Samekh
returned to her place. Remain, there-
fore, under her support. The Nun

immediately returned to her place.
The Mim came up and said: O Lord

of the world, may it please Thee to
create by me the world, inasmuch as

I commence the word Melekh (King)
which is Thy title. The Lord replied:
It is so assuredly, but I cannot em-
ploy thee in the creation of the
world for the reason that the world
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requires a King. Return, therefore,
to thy place, thou along with the
Lamed and the Kaph, since the world
cannot exist without a MeLeKh (King).

At that moment, the Kash descended from
its throne of glory and quaking and
trembling said: O Lord of the uni-
verse, may it please Thee to begin
through me the creation of the world,
seeing that I am Thine own Kabod
(honour). And when Kaph descended
from its throne of gIB%?, two hun-
dred thousand worlds began to shake,
the throne trembled, and all the
worlds quaked and were about to fall
in ruins. Said to her the Holy One,
blessed be His Name: Kaph, Kaph,
what doest thou here? wi not
create the world with thee. Go back
to thy place, since thou standest for
extermination (Kelayah). Return,
then, to thy place and remain there,
Immediately she departed and returned
to her own place. The letter Yod
then presented herself and said: May
it please Thee, O Lord, to vouchsafe
me first place in the creation of the
world, since 1 stand first in the
Sacred Name. The Lord said to her:
It is sufficient for thee that thou
art engraven and markt in Myself
and that thou art the channel of My
will; thou must not be removed from
My Name. The Teth then came up and
said: O Lord of the universe, may it
please Thee to place me at the head
in the creation of the world, since
through me Thou art called Good (Tob)
and upright. The Lord said to her:

I will not create the world through
thee, as the goodness which thou
representest is hidden and concealed
within thyself, as it is written, "O
how abundant is thy goodness which
thou hast laid up for them that fear
thee" (Ps. XXXI, 20). Since then it
is treasured within thyself, it has
no part in the world which I am going
to create, but only in the world to
come., And further, it is because thy
goodness is hidden within thee that

the gates of the Temple sank into the

round, as it is written, "Sunk
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