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One of the very best things about editing a newsletter is that

you get so many letters. Most of these letters are "personal*®

letters as well as including comments and other materialsfor The

Crone Papers. :

One of the very worst things about editing a newsletter is

that you don’t usually have time to answer every single one of

these letters with the perscnal reply it deserves. [ do answer

quite a lot of these letters but I never have the time to answer

all of theam. I hope that those of you who haven’t received

personal answers to your notes will accept The Crone Papers as a

“personal® letter. Cas a bhelpful hint, the chances of amy an-

swering letters personally is increased if you enclose a SASE ——

not only because of saving on my enormous postage bill, but it

saves time and fuss and all I have to do is answer the letter.]

Whether or not I get around to a personal answer, please know

that I greatly appreciate your thoughts, good wishes, suggestions

and comments. Obviously, The Crone Papers could not exist without

your constant input.

Please nNote changed =zip codes 857

Sepyriehes 1907



WOMEN, AGEWIVES,

Going back to wmy comments pre-

viously about wives not being expect-

ed to have any sensible and real

thoughts, or the knowledge to growth

the, I suppose this reflects my age,

too. I inherited some money and my

husband said he would investigate

for me and find a safe, stable sort

of 1investment for it. Having chosen

something, I sent in the required

amount-—and received papers made out

to BOTH of us. His name was not on

the check; it was Just assumed that

I would make it joint. There was a

purpose in mind for not doing so,

but they never asked. I requested a

change. Nothing happened. I then

wrote to the woman whose name was on

the interest check——anyone signing

company checks has a certain author-

ity. The change was made-—-pronto!

I held a power of attorney for my

sister at one time. I read it care—

fully and decided exactly what it

expressed, but gave in to urging to

consult an attorney to be sure——who

confirmed my own feelings. I care-

fully examined papers for a land pur-

chase and spotted a railroad right—

of-way across the front of it, so

refused to sign until it was remov-

ed. At about age 45, I went to col-

lege for some credit courses, fresh-

man level. The male teacher, much

younger, was absolutely astounded

that I could write about passionate

(non-sexual) emotions. Women don’t

live in a vacuum! It was not auto—

biographical, either. Some of the

problem may be a "ladylike" exterior

for dress, manners, speech, without-

-—1 hope—-—being unduly so. To be

otherwise is to deny my sex, age and

station in life, which 1is wife,

mother, grandmother. It may Just be

that I have been caught in the swirl

of changes, neither one nor the

other, as the new age enters.

Timothea

My dear husband is a Christian and

if I die before he does, I will be

put awdy as a Christian. But I do

not care what he does with this old

wore out body of wmine, because I

will be too happy in the next world

to bother about anything else.

Now having a good relationship

if one is an Old one and one is a

Christian is not a hard thing to do

if each one knows what the other

thinks and are before they get mar-

ried. You have to be truthful with

each other in the beginning then

work real hard to make the other per-

son happy, go to his church like I

do and wmake thea all like you —

then my husband helps me with ay

work on spells and other things I

wish to do. If you love each other

you can work things out and both

will be happy with their own

religion.

Alice
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CRONOL OGICAL LY

My path to Cronehood...Now that

I am 57, (and enjoying it) I can lo-

ok back and think about the things

that have led me® here...Bible Study

since 1977 has done a lot...it has

sade ne ask questions..study a lit-

tle more archaeology...ask more ques-—

tions, what went on before that?

This led of course to the old reli-

gions...and now to the Neopagans...

Yes, I am married...l sang in

the church choir for msany, many

years ...Upon reaching 40, decided

to fulfill ey lifelong ambition...I

started, (not returned to..) Col-

lege...got my degree and R.N....all

at night. I am now working part

tise, and helping -y children

through college...at this writing,

we again have 3 in college at the

same time...ay youngest is going to

college this Septsaber, and the
house will be empty excespt for ay

husband and ayself...during this

past year, I have been learning
about Wicca, Neopagans, and as such

as I can study...This is why I have

been so seeking, searching and yearn-—

ing for something - else...and now I

think I have found what I have been

searching for...the love of the God-

dess...the old religion...where

in comsand...

I come from a

family where ay aunts told se that

the way the wife runs the house,

that is the way the fasily will go

.ccand she always allows the husband

to believe that he is the boss...it

Strangely encugh,

keeps him quiet...It is SHE that

bears the children..the life giving

force...lt is SHE that raises thes

with loving hands, and gives nourish—

sant to their minds...cares for
their bodies in sickness and in
health, and when the end is in
sight, she also does the caring for

whoever needs it...This is what I

have learned, not in S0 sany words,

but through osacsis...In sy own fas—

ily too...I am the strong one, the

dominant personality...the one that

opens her mouth faster and comes out

with opinions quicker than ay sate

«e.0f course, it would stand to rea—

son that he too, is no dumay ...Pro—

fessional Engineer...sarried to

this, =y second husband for alsost

28 vyears...He still going on in the

religion that was our when we set

and married, understanding such of

what I now bDelieve, and letting may

g0 Mmy Own way...Even though sarried

for such a long tise we have always

realized that we each need our own

space, for our work, and for our own

interests...Even our hobbies are dif-

ferent... It SRR BS for wonder ful
talks and discussions when we have

tise together.

Diana0



CRONE IMAGERY — STRONG AND FPOSITIVE

Here is the Crone...The

crone is not old, she is ma-

ture. She is not unkempt,

she is tidy. She is no long-

er in the chubbiness of child-
hood, or the boniness of be-

ing a teen-ager, no longer

the svelte sophistication of

the young wife. She has the

buxum beauty of what the old

Teutonic Tribes would call

"saftig”, beyond the readily

blushing bride stage...

The Crone is wise with

the wisdom of the ages, and

yet with a book on her lap to

teach the young ones...child-

ren and grandchildren alike

+«s.0lder so that she would

have raised her children by now, and is in this comfortable, serene

time where she can start to relax... note the few extra pounds that

have been added since the daily stress of husband and children and

housework have been subtracted. Things come easier now...the flowing

gown is more comfortable than the girdle or pantyhose of the business

world that she may have been in for many years...

The look of contentment is witten on her face now that she has

time for the things she believes important. Time to give to hersel¥f

and and others...love to impart to family and friends...energy to do

all the things that she now wants to do. The power of the Crone is

great. She is beyond the juvenile scene of letting her hair go in an

unkempt manner. She has come to the realization that straggly hair

gets in the way of cooking and eating, and has done hers up in a neat

bun. It is clean and becomes her. She looks serene.

Her hands also show her age. They are no longer the soft smooth

fingers of a younger woman...but show each line and wrinkle...the

care that they have given...toilworn from washing clothes...burned

from the cooking pots and pans, and all the ovens that were hers...

old from the many chores that befell her...yet in these hands one can

also see the care that was given by them...the loving that was impart-

ed to a child, the caresses given to a husband or lover...the nursing

of a fevered brow, (and other various parts of anatomy and physi-

ology...)

The strong legs, which have walked and climbed tens of thousands

of miles in their day, resting now on a little footstool...feet tired

and bruised.

She is the embodiment of the Goddess...the Goddess that lies dor-

sant in everywoman ...coming from its hiatal period to the full blos-

soming of true wosanhood...

Now is her timse..



CRONE RITUAL

THIS IS AN OUTLINE OF THE RITUAL DONE AT THE

PAGAN SPIRIT GATHERING

NOTES: Two of the participants accepted appointment as “song leaders”.

After the ritual was worked out and outlined, they undertook to select ap—

propriate songs. They then sang and those participants who knew the songs

Joined in. There wasn’t time to teach the songs for this ritual, and it

really seesed to work extremely well this way (with a choir so to speak).

Most participants were costused as aspects of the God/desses in any of

their phases. Costuming was selected by participants according to their

intuitions and not in any limited by the youth or age of each individual.

Among these aspects were the 60d as Saith, as Warrior, as Hunter and pos-

sibly more. Goddesses appeared as Bag Lady, Black Crone, Warrior Mother,

Marrior Maiden, Atropos (as a Samuri), Elder Shasan(woman), Isis, Sea

Mother, etc. Black hooded capes were worn by the individuals aspecting

the Goddess as Crone and by those who would be calling the quarters.

The altar was set up with cup, candles and a cauldron and a msocon bowl

full of water. (A moon bowl, to me, is a silver (colored) shallow bowl.

I used a very large stainless steel mixing bowl.) Cookies (Beket cookies -

and 6Ginger “maen”) were provided for the "cakes" and ice water for the

"Ale” - it was HOT!!

When everyone was ready, the song leaders began a song and partici-

pants entered the circle. The hooded figures led the group and gathered, -

hooded closely arocund the center, heads bowed. The other costumed figures

enter with the uncostumed last.

As the song ended, the hooded figures in the center spiraled out and -

*hobbled” around being “wicked old Witches” for about one turn around the -

Circle. Then they slowly resoved their capes and revealed their aspects.

The capes were placed around the adge of the Circle to ocutline it.

The quarters were called according to a sethod described by Tziporah

Cline wherein the East was called by someone aspecting a child, the South

by a youth (or msaiden), the West by a sature adult (in our case by the

Mother as MWarrior) and the North by crone or elder (here by the Elder

Shasan (asse) . :

The Song Leaders began another song and as everyone quieted, the Sha-

man of the North led everyone into the Center and sat, beginning as a

story teller does as the song leaders let the song die away. The story

teller led into the guided wmeditation, "The Faces of the Crone". This

saditation was led by another individual (Fox, the "Gresn Button Lady) al-

though it could, of course, have been led by the story teller.

“Consider the face of the Crone. Relax. Center. Find the peaceful

place within. X %

“The face of the Crone is the face of the saiden—-—for in the

airror of her grandmother’s eye she sees what she will become.

“The face of the Crone is the face of the Samari--for she knows

when the thread aust be cut.

“The face of the Crone is the face of the good witch-—magickal

% and loving. .

*"The face of the Crone is the face of the huntress-—for she knows

the place of death-in—-life.

“The face of the Crone is the face of the Shasan, the

Craftsman——for wisdom and skill know no gender. MORE>
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"The face of the Crone is the one next to you now—turn and know

her. The face of the Crone is my face...the face of the Crone is

your own."

[pause. Allow people to consider the lessons they have learned. Do

not rush this, not let it go on so long restlessness sets in. Begin re——

centering..l

"Relax. Relax. Draw a deep; cleansing breath, release it slow—

ly. Become aware first of yourself. Breath deeply. Become aware

of us around you, our circle. Rest gently in the breast of our

mother the earth. Take another deep breath, let it go. Look

around you now with new-opened eyes, from the peaceful place with-

in. Center. Be here now."

When the meditation was over, the ritual progressed into its second

portion, a Death Crone Ritual done for a young man in the final stages of

AIDS. He was represented in Circle by a coven-mate who did a great deal

of the design for this portion of the ritual.

After a few moments silence, the God as Smith began, very, very softly

and with a deep voice, the chant of “Crone...Crone...Crone” As this chant

grew in volume and intensity, the Smith and the Dying God stood in the cen-—

ter of the group. The Smith tied the hands of the young God with ties of

red cord and each spoke on ties, transitions, fLe'doq. The Goddess as
Atropos came forward and cut the bonds (with a samuri sword) and the repre-

sentation of Hecate, in black and veiled came forward and said:

"We have seen the Crone of the Shadows. She who guards the great

mysteries and grants, sometimes, a glimpse of them.

“There is another Crone —— She of the black veiled face, who cuts

the thread of all life. To her we all must one day turn. The

Dark Crone has two faces, one of retribution, vengeance, the face

of the furies, the valkeries, of nemesis.

"Another face has the Crone of Transitiony a face of mercy and

kindness. Of death come in it’s good time, of death given as a

resolution of suffering, of death withheld a time to allow a

worthy completion of life. 5

“We ask this face be turned to our friend; that he may complete

his studies and receive his advancement in the Craft and that, if

indeed you seek him soon for your last, glorious. time of chang-

ing, that he find you in peace and joy."

Hecate then threw back the veil from her face and kissed the young

6od. 6She stepped back and other aspects and participants stepped forward,

much as fairy Godmothers visit the cradle of new birth, to give gifts to

he who may be nearing death. These gifts included the vision of Summer-

land, of incarnation again, whole and well, of courage and serenity,

energy and love. Some gifts were

tangible, stones, crystals, etc.

When the gift giving was com—

plete, the cookies and ice water

were passed among those present and

the Song Leaders sang 5 minutes or

80 to give a quiet personal medita-

tion time before conversation

began. At the end of the songs, all

were led in grounding and explana-

tion, discussion, etc. could begin.
After a time of this, when some were

ready to leave, the individuals who
had called the quarters closed the &,

Circle.



COMMENTS

Just a few comments on Crone

Papers. Wow'! You’re outdoing your-—

self with each issue. I’m so deli-

ghted with the input from folks like

Shayna -- the Croning Ritual is just

beauti ful. It brought tears to my

eyes. Also Invocation to Hekate by

Don Lewis.

Shatay

Agreed whole-heartedly with 1 sometimes feel that the whole
Shayna’s words about being more| thing (Wicca, etc.) has sort of been

inspired and prepared to face Crone-| play—-acting for a lot of people, but

hood. Also feel very strongly that| I feel that this is going to change

we all should acknowledge, support,| and that change is just beginning.

protect, and speak well of each| ! think the acceptance of the Crone,
other, as Shekhinah Mountainwater| indeed welcpaing her, is part of .
suggests. It’s far too easy to this process. [ feel that if we are

close eyes and mind to what is going| O the verge of a new era as far as
on around us. Positive reinforce-| Pagan thinking goes and that all the
ment on multiple levels can only| bickering and back biting that one

help us all in the long run. A hears mentioned more than cbserves

“Thank you” to Don Lewis for the In-| will become less of a problem. Lets
vocation to Hecate -— lovely, beauti-| face it, there are some real prob-
ful, stirring. lems out there (AIDS, the threat of

environmental catastrophe or nuclear

Laira war, economic chaos, etc.) and what

"tradition®” you are or what color

candles you use are not amsong them.

I sense more pecple are getting ser-

ious about what they are doing as

pagans. I think something is very

definitely "in the wind” as far as

major CHANGE goes. The energy cur—

rent seess very intense, yet un-

stable. There is a lot in the "un-

seen” world going on, I can intuit a

lot but interpretation is very hard

sometises.

Paula
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I’m not sure how this piece came

about. 1 Jjust started thinking
about Crone Papers and how Mom
Nature is the most venerable Crone

of all. I love doing pictures of

trees — all sorts, from scraggly to

impressive, so I guess this piece-

Just sort of popped into ay msind.



OBJECTIONS TO MUCH OF.

Lady Artanis sends thi following letter:

I just, today received my first issue of TCP, which I read with mixed

emotions. I’m not really sure exactly what you are trying to express. I

also msust state the article "Crone Ritual at PSG" was very upsetting!

Pointed hats, “Glenda®TM, the good witch of the North, images of Joan Col-

1ins and the Gabors, Come On!!

The Crone aspect is indeed a rich and fulfilling transaction that each

female will experience in due time but aren’t you, "Iriel” mseking a mock-

ery of this sacred experience?

In the Wiccan religion we do pay respect to the Crone aspect, as we do

Maiden and Mother. But to be portrayed as such figures is appalling!

I am a 3rd degree Wiccan High Priestess with a Coven and Network. I

teach the Old Religion and old laws to sy chosen family. If 1 were to en-

tertain your thoughts of the Crone I would be breaking my Wiccan Oath and

one of the laws; "And the greatest -virtue of a High Priestess be that she

recognizes that youth is necessary to the representation of the Goddess.

And that thereby will she return to that pride of place in another life

with greater power and beauty...”

Yes when the time comes I will lovingly surrender to a younger priest-

ess, but do we not hold the Key that unlocks the door of youth.

I am led to believe that your thought and ideas are a little mixed.

Is not the Crone the third aspect of the triple Goddess: And your article

"The Croning Ritual® now we have a time in life "56" when POOF, we are now

into Cronehood'!

In modern day society there is so much emphasis on youth, are you not

leaning a little too much on the counter point?

Any Wiccan with the proper training would be very upset upon reading

such article. Yes, self-esteem is a daily process we all msust travel

through but our teaching prepares us for the transitions of age to become

an glder with grace, warmth and knowledge that we are reaching attain-

sent. Is that not why we are Wiccan and follow the laws of the Old Reli-

gion.

My opinion is one of many but in this time when we, I, am trying with

the help and guidance of the old ones and the Goddess and the God to pro-

Ject an image of the Maiden, Mother and Crone in a warm, respectful asp-

ect, “"natural®, and gracefully and not feeding some mixed up feminists’

ainds on growing old becomes very defensive. [ do not want to be thought

:‘ as Glenda ([Maidenl, Joan Collins ([(Mother] and the Fairy Godmother

Cronel.

We Wiccans take our religion very serious. It is not something we

take off the shelf on Sun. It is our life, from birth to death and beyond

-— Age is of no matter...

If you seek to help the Crone aspect do it with grace and not mock-

ery. For at any age are we not children of the Goddess..

EDITOR’S COMMENT: It was this teaching and attitude which was one of the
early points which brought me to The Crone Papers. I note that msany "Wic-

cans with proper training” have not been upset by our approach to the

Crone. Also, Glenda, Joan Collins and the Fairy Godmother are all aspects

=] MORE>



(or popular ideas in society) of the Crone! It is not ey - or, I believe,

our -- goal to conflict with traditional Wicca on this msatter, but to en-

large everyone’s perception of the Crone and of Crone Time in their own

lives.

1 do believe that in many cases an older High Priestess will want to

step out of the day to day work with a coven and hand over msany of her re-

sponsibilities to a younger, more energetic individual with fewer projects

awaiting bher attention. I don’t believe that it is essentially any harder

for a 75 year—-old woman to aspect the Maiden Goddess than in would be for

a 20 year-old woman to do the same for the Crone. Actually, the older wo—

man has the advantage of having been a Maiden in this lifetime!

1 end this Comment with the hope that Lady A will accept this as a dis-

agreement in opinion and interpretation, not a put-down of her tradition

and beliefs. The wide range of practice and belief contained within Ameri-—

can Wicca is one of its greatest jewels, most precious qualities and all

of us are, I hope, dedicated to the loving saintenance of our separate,

harmonious paths.

SERIOUS AND SOL.EMN

The question seems to have surfaced in Lady A’s letter which I would

like to address by quoting briefly from a letter from Amber K, Wiccan Eld-

er, past First Officer of the Covenant of the Goddess, and my friend and

teacher. This letter appeared in the Lughnassad 1984 issue of the CO6

Newsletter. While it was addressed to a specific situation, I believe

that its application is as wide as the Craft itsel¥f.

"It seems to me that you have confused seriousness with solemnity ...

by ’'serious’ I wmean ’earnest in thought and purpose,’ and by ’‘solesn’ I

oean ’'dignified, sober, grave or mirthless.’ I am quite serious about my

spiritual path: I care about Wicca deeply, and work very hard not only for

ay individual development but for the good of the Craft. Much of the timse

I am also solemn about it. Yet when I ¢go laugh, or joke, or write humor

or encourage others to do it —— 1 am still very serious about my spiritual

commitment. There is no inherent conflict.

"Laughter expresses appreciation of the ironies, contradictions and

surprises in life. As I appreciate life and celebrate it, so I must cel-

ebrate the ironies with humor. To ignore this facet of life would be to

spurn one aspect of the Goddess’s reality. She really is Eris, as well as

Diana, Cerridwen etc. Who am I to shun any part of the miraculous Whole

-— solemn or silly?

"Indeed we should take ourselves seriously, as part of the Whole. But

as little self-important egos, let us not take ourselves £00 seriously.

The Inquisition took themselves seriously, as did Hitler and Stalin - but

the world has never suffered under the heel of a Marcel Marceau.

"As you can see, I am very serious about humor. Her world is full of

paradox, and isn’t it delightful? Blessings on your comaitment and ser—

vice to Paganism, and may She grant you the gift of laughter you deserve

as well."”

AmberK

Amber K was my very first teacher in the Craft and I dare to call her also

my friend. I could do no other than to edit The Crone Papers keeping in

mind her delicious sense of humor as well as her rigorous demands upon her

students and her whole-hearted, whole-life commitment to the Craft of

Wicca.
<



EDITORIAL COMMENTS

As I find myself with a number Beket wrote a wonderful article

of things to say in this issue, I on making Paganism appropriately

thought for once 1’d group it all, available to all -- that includes

together instead of sprinkling com—| those who can’t make the climb to

ments here and there in TCP. Of| the meeting place, and who aren’t
course, there are still some edi-| about to boogie all night to raise

torial words appearing after sub-| power. I have sent the article on
missions from members which I wanted| to the Stardust Salamander where I

to add to. After all, it’s "my"| hope it will see publication in the
paper!! Samhain issue. 1 felt that A) it

First of all, I feel impelled to| deserved the wider audience, and B)

declare THE CRONE PAPERS a great suc—-| perhaps we of TCP could become sen-—

cess. There are about 45 paid and/-| sitive to the issue upon its mention

or participating members —— and I do| without the need of the article.

mean participating!! I haven’t real-| What I dg want is suggestions about

ly started typing in this issue as I | what needs to be done to open our

write this, but I do know that even| rituals and gatherings to all. I

without counting the "commercials"| know Alice is more or less wheel-

which will be in their own section, | chair bound; several of us have, to

TCP will run more than the 16 pages | greater or lesser degree, the prob-

it has been up to now. This, of | lems of aging which make sitting on

course, will cost an extra $.17 in| the ground, dancing around for 30

postage but otherwise, I’d have to| minutes, standing endlessly, etc. a

permanently leave out a lot of real-| problemg undoubtedly a number of us

ly good stuf+f. As it is, not every-| have hearing or visual problems

thing I already have on hand will | which sometises cause us some prob-

make this particular issue. I do| lem at ritual, etc. What can we do

date stamp everything which comes in | to ease this. Many of us older mem—

the mail and, in general, will pub- | bers have expressed the idea that we

lish more or less in order of re-| are participating in TCP partly be-

ceipt. Obviously, I will sometimes | cause the Craft is getting older.

save something to go with another | The great bulge of the population is

article I’m expecting to have. at the 35 - 40 age, they will be Eld-

Let me apologize to all who| ers soon and we felt that we owed
wish I would cease to shrink the| them some help, preparation, and,

type when printing TCP. 1 shrink a | hopefully, solutions. One of the

good deal less than many amateur pub- | things which is truly needed is more

lications and the result is general- | sensitivity to ALL, not just whoever

ly as large or larger than newspaper | "US" is at the moment. (Note that

type. Without the compression allow- | young children are also sometimes at

ed by this reduction we’d just have | risk in ritual which includes ecsta-

a whole lot less in TCP - not only ' tic dancing.)

does full-size type take up more

sheets of paper, then they cost more MORE>

postage.
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Remember that next issue is the networking issue in which will appear

the names and addresses of the members who wish to be open to correspond-

ence from other members (and any and all readers, of whatever sort, of

TCP) and also, will feature the publications with which we exchange sub-
scriptions.

LR R S P st et R s i et e it e s esssssssees:



This issue will step into some slightly more controversial areas. To

Juote a letter from Timothea: "My generation was taught to speak nicely
and not upset people. Well, they have often upset me, so a recent resolve

is simply to speak out and "tell it like it is" from my viewpoint and if
they get upset--well, maybe it will do them good.” And Beket: "...I have

stepped on a lot of toes and none too lightly. At times it seems neces-

sary to go beyond nasty Crone and be a crusty curmudgeon, codger, or what-

ever. Frankly, I’d rather be popular, but I suppose it is more important

to deal with the issues honestly.” 3

One controversial issue which TCP has been involved in from the first,

and which I deliberately haven’t addressed until we had begun to forge

some bonds, is the question of Male input. To begin with, let me assure

you with all truthfulness, I by no means expectated to include males, male

views, male participation, etc. in TCP!! I thought of Crones as US -- old

(and not so o0ld) Jadies! However, it was unlikely that I would begin a

project such as this without at least mentioning it to Serphant..and Paul

has been so generous in giving (and seeking) support and advice in various

situations that I mentioned it to HIM -— and Ben has been a serious and de-

voted friend and correspondent for quite a while — and when all of thees

immediately sent wmaterial -- which I must say, they very diffidently and

politely offered with permission to exclude it should I not wish to allow

male participation. More important than any of these, that nasty charact-

er, Serphant, reminded me that I strongly disapprove of groups, belief sys—

tems, etc., which have decided that the way to redress the balance distort-

ed by paternalistic history is to “do like we was done to" -— Well, I real-

ly, as an editor, a Priestess, a "mate” and a person with moral standards,

had absolutely no choice. I mean, they write good stuff, they find a need

to explore their own reactions to, power from and role as elders, they do

belong! So with no further apologies, males will continue to be included

in TCP so long as they address one of our subjects and don’t piss me off.

In a similar vein, one of our members (she

wouldn’t object to my naming her, but I feel more

comfortable yelling at an anonymous figure) said

in answer to the question: Are you interested in

correspondence with other members of TCP? "Yes,

especially if any older women have indicated they

are lesbians and would like to write. I have lit-

tle in common with women who need to rely on men

for their identities." I don’t know about the

other hetro-, bi- or non-sexual readers, but I

profoundly resent anyone assuming that my ability

to interact with half the race, put on the earth

with us wimmin by the GODDESS, is thereby automat-

ically unable to form my own identity. And the

implication that ALL lesbians form their own iden-

tities and NEVER take identity from their sexual

partner!!'! I feel quite sure that the author of

this comment would resent my expressing a picture

of her as a "bull dyke" in a leather jacket,

tatoo saying "kill the MF’ers” and a chain in her

pocket for the expected bar fight! I, personal-

ly, do not believe that all gay males are gentle,

sophisticated, work as florists, I happen to

know a gay redneck! I don’t believe that the

- mere loving of woman for woman will transform a

clinging personality into a positive identity,

nor that 1living with a male will turn a woman

into a lace trimmed marshmallow.

11



SOLLITARY CRONE DEDICATION

This ritual is designed for anyone wishing to approach their Cronehood

with positivity, intent on growing, and realizing their potential for wis-

dom.

The Altar will be set up in the Center of the Circle. We "begin" at

the Center, we "end" at the Center, we spiral onward. On the Altar will

be a Rock Crystal, Incense (crone herbs?) and burner, Candles - your usual

Altar candle(s) and three more: white for the Maiden, red for the Mother,

black +for the Crone, and water, preferable in a shell. Also on the Altar

will be bDread and wine, your athame, and any personal symbols of wisdom,

inner light, beauty, strength, and integrity that are special to you. Set

a candle at each quarter.

Enter the Circle from the North (the direction of the Crone) and pro-

ceed to the center. Using the Sacred lighter (or match) light the usual

altar candle(s). Light the incense. Breath deeply of the incense, medi-

tate on the Crone, become calm and centered. Think of the Crone as posi-

tive, old and wise, compassionate, intelligent, strong, beautiful, warm, a

person to be respected and loved. Let go of your fears and negativities.

See the Crone as You, You as the Crone.

Cast the Circle in your usual manner, or, using the incense, or atha-

®e, begin in the East, and build the Circle, clockwise, with spirit of

Air, wisdom. Return the symbol for East to the altar. Then use fire

(candle) or wand and build with spirit of fire, creativity, full Circle.

Then sprinkle water from the shell around the Circle, and build with love

and harmony. Then use the crystal and build with strength and earth ener-

gies. When the Circle has been cast: light the Maiden candle from the

bodoess altar candle. Proceed to the South. Light the candle there.

Say,
L

"As the maiden, I learn to live and love with passionate inten-

sity. I create my world with joy and imagination. This fire

shall always burn within.* y

Return to the altar, light the maiden candle in it’s holder, still

lit, and take up the Mother candle. Light it from the Altar candle, and

walk to the West. Light the candle there and say:

“As the Mother I nurture and heal, plant the seeds of growth and

sustenance, I learn love and patience. These qualities shall al-

ways flow within."

Return to the altar, setting the Mother candle into its holder. Take

up the Candle of the Crone and light it from the Goddess candle. Walk to

the North, light the candle there and say:

"As the Crone, I possess creativity, beauty, Joy, imagination,

nurturance and healing powers, the ability to grow and to share

of my bounty with love and warmth. As there is darkness, there

is light; where there is coldness, there is heat; where there is

negativity, there is positivity. As the Crone, I possess the Wis-

dom to seek and walk the balance, to weave the web of dreaming

where it leads. These things shall always dwell within.*

Return to the altar, set the Crone candle in its holder. Take up the

Goddess candle and walk to the East. Light that candle, saying,

"I am an embodiement of the multiplicity of the Goddess, Spirit

122 MORE>



physical form. As the

moon reflects the sun, I am a per-

fect reflection of her life force.

Within me, at all times, is combined

the aspects of Maiden, Mother and

Crone. As any facet of the triad, 1

am never alone--my sisters are al-

ways with me.

Return to the Altar and replace

Goddess candle. Stand and feel

peaceful lness of acceptance.

the power and beauty of the

Tune into the symbols you

placed on your altar. Contem—

on there wmeaning, shine your

light into your future — it is what

you create. Create a positive, joy-

ful existence.

When you feel the time is right,

offer some of your bread and wine to

the Gods. Share it with them. Be

at peace. Thank the Gods for their

attendance, ground and open the

Circle.

manifest in

the

the

Feel

Triad.

have

plate

Laira

E[\éy"/
1
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RELATIONSHIPS

I have just lost a friend (same sex)

of 58 years. For all that tise, she

was there for me, accepting, loving,

helping when possible but not often

as our life paths were very unlike.

We lived many wmiles apart, but saw

each other, however briefly, when we

could. It is a great loss. My
thoughts at present are wondering

how to go about-—not replacing--but

somehow trying to fill that void in

my life? It is probably impossible,

because my departed friend knew ay

home town, my teachers, ay family.

We helped her, and she helped us mar-

ry, since all the families concerned

were opposed—it worked out fine for

us all. Sometimes, especially about

love, the young are wiser than the

old. I have acquaintances and group

co-members; but no one to whoa I

feel really close who is living near-

by. There are a few correspondents

to whom I am close, but we meet sel-

dom if ever. Yes, I would like to

How far is it

safe to expose ay inner self, ay

soul, to new people? How 1long
|should I know them before disclosing

|more of my private thoughts, feel-

|ings, etc.? Perhaps age is no cri-

teria; at least one who seems under-

standing is half wmy yearly age. I

can understand her age; I have been

there, too! She cannot always under

stand my desires and fears.

have closer friends!

The crone age is one of certain

wisdom, and most of us have learned

caution in the trust placed in new

acquaintances. Suggestions are wel-

come. Do others think it 1is pos-

sible, 1 wonder, to find such a

thing? How? Have they?

Timothea



ON AGING AND THE CRAFT

Because of all these factors -

good and bad - I’ve been backing

away from active participation 1in

Pagan/Craft rituals. The Craft is

an entire lifestyle and mind set.

I’m not giving that up. I couldn’t

if I tried.

I still teach the Craft and

Craft related subjects. On occasion

I go to public festivals and sab-

bats. I’11 help out if a H.P. 1is

needed for an 1initiation, and I

still talk to classes on occasion.

But I don’t have a coven anymore and

I don’t want one. I’11 be 50O years

old next summer —— I’ve done it. If

women can be Croned at Fifty, I

think the same or similar should be

available for men. I Just want the

respect as an Elder not the "glory"

and hassel of H.P. I don’t mind

giving help, advice and training,

but I think “the law" for the High

Priestess applies equally for all to

‘Yee.always step aside for youth..."

for this is how the Craft grows.

Don Wildgrube

PAREAN TO THE

DEATH CRONE

Hail Hekate of the cross roads

Hail Atropos, who holds the thread

of life,

The shears of change.

Hail Dark One who knows our

destination.

She who needs no worship

Who answers for each of us

One prayer only.:

Who sees in the darkness
Who hears the silence.

The unchangeable

ever changing.

Who, when the Circle comes at last

to completion,

Sheds for us each

One ray of The Light.

This is your dark night

This candle the reflection of youwr

darkness.

AThi- libation the token of your

name.

Hail Death who will one day heal us.

Grey Cat



KNOWING, ACCEFTING,

THE CRONE

At Spairal, last year, I met you and

some other wonderful ladies (and gents)

with the result that we had a sort of im—

promptu meeting/dlscussion/workshop on

the Crone. At that time I was drawn or at-

tracted (as we always are when it is time

for us to know/experience something) to

this. But, although there was contribu-

tion on my part to you, this publication

and (I hope) to furthering of the under-

standing and the being—--the manifesta-

tion, the actual becoming of the return

of the Hag to us, our culture——I1 did not,

in truth, know and understand this As-

pect. In that sense, Spiral was my ini-

tiation and this following year my compre

hension of Her/me. I am not as many of

you, post-menstrual. Indeed, I am in the

throes of menopause, hot flashes and

all. And I have come to learn that at

least part of my definition of crone is

the +fact that I don’t agree on most things with most people most of the

time --and quite happy about it. (A happy crank is a happy crone?) But

Crone. Possibly I have been since age two when my father was killed. I

am now almost 44, but not until this part year have 1 come to understand

the grief that has been with me all my life that I can remember. For I

was then, as now, a fully operational empath. My mother was devastated

(for years). A double burden for a little girl. We were a brefrit,

forsaken, grief-stricken, sorrowing couple of Gueens of Swords—-—the Widow.

For that 1is what She is, that side of the Lady. That is the darkness the

Crone goes into, passes out of, and that others sense and fear——and

rightly. Pain, sorrow, loss, the terrible knowledge of Death of that

which is Belpoved, after being integrated, survived (first of all) and used

(always our lessons must be used) is the hall-mark, the scar, the badge,

the grey hair...it leaves its mark on us. Sometimes indefinable,

invisible. Salty? Believe it Understanding? Absolutely.

Sympathetic? Maybe. Hard-hearted? It may appear that way to some.

Fair-minded, balance-oriented, willing to help—-—but on Her terms (which I

have learned the hard way, being somewhat hard-headed), O sweet, milky

maid of youth?! With all that I desire dragons (or unicorns or the heart

of Faerie) with a profound desire, I am no longer what one could call Ro-

mantic. The happy ending is not always what one would forsee or hope. It

is more often something else entirely. And I have learned something

else. Something about the forgiveness of that "widow", that pain. Where

it is held onto, kept. tight and actually made into tradition, there is un-

believeable sorrow and trouble. The earth absorbs it, so to speak. Look

at Ireland and the Middle East. There the land itself echoes the ven—

geance in the people’s hearts in a terrible vicious spiralling effect. In

those lands are the widows losses the most powerful. Both sides have en-

ngbled the pain of brefritnes——and it proliferates geometrically from an-

cient to the modern. I suggest that it is up to us to be more than exam—

ples. To be in our hearts able to pardon, to forgive and to heal. Any

suggestions on how to'ritualize this or "bring it down"? Please.

1S White Deer Woman



WANING MOON CIRCLE

For a long time I have felt that

it is necessary to work with all

phases of the Moon and aspects of

the Goddess. Last week I planned a

circle that would focus on the

Crone. I placed a large cluster of
smokey quartz on the altar. I wrote

an invocation calling on Her wisdom.

As She took over 1 felt the urge or

need to turn. (I was standing in

the ‘North of the circle facing
south.) I turned slowliy and began
to bend over slowly. I bent more

and more until I was alesost hal+f

bent over at the waist. Then She

began to speak. She spoke in an

‘old person’s’ voice without the

smoothness of a younger voice. She

told us that Her’s is the ultisate

sorrow. She knows all and has seen

the first waves that lapped the shore,

ated land. When a person is born, She is there. But her sorrow is

that at the w=somsent of birth She sees their death. She knows all of

life. I saw her as she sits in a cave seated near a fire with a

book. She is alone for none can share the knowledge that she has.

She had turned Her back in the circle because no one may look into

Her eyes. They are filled with the sorrow. While She said this I did

not feel sad or sorrowful. This is Her duty and it is accepted.

I’'m not sure how well I have put this down, it is probably best

told orally. I Just thought that I would share it with you. PS I

have enclosed a brief version of the invocation, it is modified from

one by the Farrars.

E: From the amost ancient times our people have gathered at the

time of the Full Moon to worshop. We have followed the Charge of

& the Mother.

H: But the wise, the wise ones gathered also at the time of the

greatest DARKNESS in prayer to She who waits and judges us at the

end of time and life.

O: As those wise ancients gathered, so do we join together this

night.

H: We call to thee, Hecate, dark sterile mother; thou to whom

all manifested life must return, when its time has come. Dark

Mother of stillness and rest, before whom mortals tremble because

they understand thee not.

O: We call to thee, who are Hecate of the waning Moon, Dark Lady

of Wisdom, whom mortals fear because thy wisdom towers above

their own. We the hidden children of the Goddess, know that there

is naught to fear in thine embrace, which none can escape.

H: We call thee, Crone, grace us with your presence, we who

desire Jjustice and wisdom......

15 ;
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Reading TCP has helped me

to come to a realization.

It’s not a very earth—- shat-

tering revelation and on the

face of it is certainly very

aobvious but at 36 vyears of

age it has moved me a step or

two towards Cronehood.

It suddenly dawned on me

that I am an adult. (Yes,

that should have been obvious

to me for some time.) I am

as adult as I am ever going

to get. My mother was my ade

when I 1looked up to her as

the source of wisdom, the

most beautiful woman I knew.
When I told her that, she

laughed because she never

thought of herself as pretty

or wise.

As an adult I don’t have

to do or be what others want

me to do or be. I really am

responsible for who I am and

what I do. I don’t expect to

turn 5é& and suddenly I’m a

Crone, Wise and powerful.

Instead it will happen bit by

bit like the setting of the

Sun that gradually reveals

the depth of night - deep

black space 1it by the

sparkling gems of wisdom.

Right now it seems to be

that Crones are the source of

wisdom, truly beautiful, pow-

erful women. But I suspect

that when I achieve Cronehood

I’11 find that insecurities,

fears, and worries are still

with me. Of course, I might

be wrong.

Kyril Oakwind

HAGTM S SONG

0ld woman, you give me courage

to live my life in freedom

though the vision of you

is sometimes frightening

the laughter dancing in your eyes

dares me live boldly

No man would look at you with desire

and no babe longs to suck at your breast

yet within you somehow lie the mysteries

of life and love and lust

Bitter one, when life tastes of you

my soul feels its bits

yet in my struggle

it is from your firmness

that I gain the strength to grow

ou are the silence in the day I walk

wisdom comes when I am calm enocugh to

listen

in those moments

when I am your echo

I understand

You are the mother of my faith, Bright One

and at my death your cauldron

will hold my body

as I am held in your arms

Sarah Perkins 8/86
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There is another way to begin solving the money probles

{to support the Pagan movement and Pagan professional Priest/-—

esses]l] and it is the one that I favor. That is toc have a big

push to support pagan owned businesses. This is not a big

deal, it is Jjust common sense. What what message do we get in

the pagan press, the idea that we as business people are not

quite honest or forthright. Like the little notices that if

anyone has problems with any of the advertisers, Jjust let thea

know. Why 1is the editorship of the pagan publications not

openly calling for more support of pagan owned businesses?

Why advertise only "magickal" wares in them. Why not other

pagan businesses as well. It would be nice to know who has a

print shop, a gas station, etc. I would go out of my way to

do business with those people and I think others would too.

If we are going to talk money and paganism, why has this sup-

port for our business people been so slow in coming?

Paula 3

WAXING MOON HEAL. ING VILLAGE

A Woman”TM s Sanctuary

Membership $10 per year

for information write to:

Waximg Moon Healing Village
c/o 3541 W. 14th Avenue

Vancouver, B.C. V&R 2W3 CANADA

The Witching MWell,

Fduration & Besearch Center

Education & Research Center is compiling aThe hi Well
e For nomination ballots and

Who’s Who of the Magickal Community.

information, please send SASE tas —

The Witching Well,

P. O. Box 1490,

Idaho Springs, CO 804352
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Wicca. the 0id rehgwon. Festvals, work-

ShODA. Classas. DarchC sharnng and lec-

tures. Eanth raes. monthily gathermngs.

Offers the teacthngs of restonng the

sncient myiteres end thew ongwal

form. Network for the pagen voice and

Quanerty newsietters. SASE w0 The

Ewen Door, » O Boa 714, Ville Rica, GA

30180.

Affordable Desk Top Publishing & Communications

Business & Personal:

Ne wsietters, Brochures

Ads, Fiyers, Circulars

Word Processing -- all kinds

Letterheads, Bs. Caxds

Arxt Services, too. Write for Info.

MacScribe Svcs, P.O. Box 830111, Stone Mwm, GaA 30083
...................................................................................



Museum

In Galveston, a small mmm 8710 A¢ Marling Sliver wube, wmpped
poO!

wih Steariiag Wi .ee.ocoees $30.00
| about 50 miles north of In

Indiana,is a place thatll cause any

unsuspectingVisitor to stop and stare: a

gic and Witchcraft stands outside.

hl'lhismannn’rgmge%f‘:tfifim - ;

and others, well..onlyif you stretch | S~ o
your lmagma tion (Ronald Reagan’s

necktie, Penny Marshall’s shirt and seie v (::;—) o-n:T-nuJ::-

Billy Jean King’s tennis outfit.) i mags coval.
Among the magickal items are

Aleister Crowley’s saltand water set,

authentic implememts from Gerald

Gardner, and tons of magical and Stes i

to the modern. ] RPN

Box 219,Galm1N, 46932 FerisocTnE G003, POB 733

Sq ATLANTA,GA 30324



MAGESMITH

RITUAL TOOLS

Made & Repaired

MasterKen Ra

P.O.Box 9654

Mplis. MN 55440

(612) 789-4541

25" 74, NORTHWIND FARM

»

gé?‘»a g PAULA OLIVER

The Herb Gardener’s Resource 6Guides are designed to

help the herbalist, gardener, commercial grower, or amateur

herb enthusiast locate plants, seeds, products, services,

books, newsletters, and networks of interest. While the

Buiides are written for the general public and are not "ma-

gical" per se, they can help locate sources of plants or

information which are of both magical and mundane interest.

The Guides are unique in North Americag there are no

others like them. They are excellent business references

for those in the horticultural fields as well as a valuable

resource for the novice herb enthusiast. Whatever your in-

terest in herbs, I think the Guides will be valuable to

you.

The HERB GARDENERS RESOURCE GUIDE, Second Edition $6.350

1987 Supplement (all new sources, not included in

the Second Edition S.75

State Index to Second Edition and Supplement 3.75

Post paid, MN residents please add &%

NORTHWIND FARM

Route 2, Box 246

Shevlin, MN 56676



Rt.2 Box 1081

temple of danann

24 (919) 732-8908

et Ancient designs
22 to inspire our

Q%fiz inner spirit . .
FOR magic & Qi

(i Barbara Yodermedicme A8 b

&‘g{.’ R2IA SPIRITUAL DESIGNG
‘:‘-g/ a correspondence fi;}»

v 4 DESIGNS ANB PRICE LIST: g{;& course by J;{% A
§»‘;§Pj $rRey cat & ég%y
BEe michael ragan 2&\ &

TAROT BY CRYSTAL GYPSY

TAROT CONSULTATIONS

MOONSTONE: Mystic moon power of the
ancients! Your personal Moonstone
is charged and comes with leathern
bag & information sheet, $5.00

MAPUCHE SACRAMENT SMOKE: Ceremonial
smoke of the Peruvian Mapuche Indians.

1l OUNCE $5.00

CATALOG of Witchcraft/Shamanism $1.00

SHADOWLIGHT PRODUCTS
P.0.Box 33568

Decatur, GA 30033

SS



Stationery (S), Cards (C) and Posters (P)

Stationery packages are available in two sizes. Each package contains: 36 pages (18 printed 1st

pages) and 18 envelopes. Available colors are: Lt. Blue, Lavender, Lt. Grey, Ivory or White.

8% x11: $12.00; 5%" x 7%": $7.50.

Cards: Buy individually or your choice of 5 for $5.25

S-002:8%2x 11 S-016:8% x 11 S-024:8%2x 11 C-039: 5% x 7Ya:

S-002A: 5% x 7% S-016A: 5% x 7% S-024A: 5% x 7% $1.10 each

C-006: 4Ys x 9 C-023: 4Ya x 9'2: C-044: 5Ya x 7Ya: Cards only

$1.40 each $1.40 each $1.10 each

S-025: 8% x 11

S-025A:

5% x7%

C-003:

S5Yax7Va

$1.10 each

S-035:8% x 11 Poster Only C-056: 4% x 9%:

S-035A: 5% x 7% P-006: 11 x 14 - $6.00 $1.40 each

Not available in cards Card only

SHIPPING & HANDLING 1st ITEM ADD $1.00: EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM ADD 25¢

womonlyme distnidbution, P.O. BOX 50145, #CP, LONG BEACH, CA 90815-6145

> sS7



SHATAY

Graphic art work and landscapes

“I would be delighted to be commissioned for either
Rates would be discussed with anyone interested.®

Write c/o The Crone Papers

CTHE BRANCHES DIRECTORY: b
A PAGAN GUIDE TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

A directory of service providers who are Pagan

or are sympathetic to Pagans

Write for informations

Branches Directory

P. O. Box &3

Mt. Horeb, WI 353572

SR Eo¥ 887 MpisMN 55008
- SPECIAL SAMPLE. PACKAGE $2

¥ Includes the current issues of The Unicorn

a&The- Littlest Unicorr newsletters; PLUS

__descriptions otcourses.of study; retreats, &
.37 the Mystery Schoolwhichtrains Priests &
< - Priestessesi the- Tradifion of Lothiorien.

temple oF danann

Coxrespondence Course In

Irish witcherafe

200

THE SILVER CAULLDRON

Post Office Box 3765

bardena, CA 90247-7465

Silverstar’s catalog contains a fascinating variety of

magickal items including countless different magickal oils,

powders and candles. She supplies practicioners of

Santeria and Brujaria as well as “"American Wicca". Some
items in her catalog may amaze those of us with limited

exposure to Spanish Craft. Please send 4 stamps for

catalog.

E=1 =



ENCHANTMENTS FROM MERLINTS HUT

The finest hand blended ritual oils and herb sachets

Medicine and spirit bags —— Runedragons

Readings — artifacts & treasures, many one-of-a-kind

Everything made by hand and charged/blessed in a 120 year-old

sacred ring on it’s stone altar.

Merlin’s Hut

P. 0. Box 219

Galveston, IN 46932

HEALING THROUGH THE BEAR PATH

by Souix/Miami msedicine msan.

Also, readings offered by traditional Native American Way.

Medicine Bear

c/o P. 0. Box 219

Galveston, IN 46932

hundeedsof. listings of Groups,- - owersess. . USA. finde only plessey- . .-
« Netwonks,. Periodicals; Musicians;. Make checks payable to ‘CIRELE ¥ .o

MASSAGE THERAFPIST

CHAKRA CLENSING AND OPENING

AURA BALANCE AND POLARITY

SAUNA

FAITH

404/627-7387

S



SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

The subscription rate for THE CRONE PAPERS is $7.50 per vyear. All copies
are sent first class and nothing extreme appears on the outside to get
your mailman all upset. Make checks payable to Grey Cat and Mail to P. 0.’
B. 181, Crossville, TN 3835%7. We will exchange with other publications of
mutual interest.

We would appreciate it if those who have been receiving copies of TCP,
but who have not subscribed, would let us know for sure that they are
interested in this publication. No one will be dropped from the mailing
list just for not being able to afford a subscription right now.

Below is a combination membership-subscription form and a very
informal survey of the interests and capabilities of our members. You
will note that I have asked you to indicate the confidentiality of your

name and address and also your interest or willingness to be included in a

listing of members who wish to correspond with each other. We consider

our mailing list confidential unless you tell us we can publish them. You

do not have to answer the questionaire if you don’t want to.

Mailing name:

City 8T Zip

Phone: (Not necessary)

What name do you want used in Are you pre,in or past menoc—
THE CRONE PAPERS? _pause?

Solitary or sesber of group:

Magickal /religious orien—

tation: (i.e. Wiccan, Pagan,

etc.) What is your most important

interest?

(6roup leadership, healing,

seeing family obligations

f through, cause, growth [per-
sonal, magickall, poetry,

What is your best developed

skill? (mundane or not)

(typing, ritual leadership,

understanding children,

cooking, auto repair, etc.) etc.)

a——————————et

———————————————————————————————— If you are in or past asnopause,
what, besides physical symptoms,

What are one or two topics you have you noticed changed or
would like to see brought up in changing about yourself?

THE CRONE PAPERS? 
b

———————————————————————————————————————————————

Do you want me to consider this Are you interested in corres-
information entirely confi— , pondence with other members of
dential? THE CRONE PAPERS?

—ee————

Remember, you do pEt have to answer these quution_- in order to

become a member. They will be of some help in chect;nq materials

from the press and in suggesting topics for dxscu-sxor\T We will

print a brief synopsis of the answers to the questions in a later

issue. S10
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