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KsatrGarfélagid { Ameriku ( Asatriarfolk ).
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J61 or Jul ( Yule in English ) is the most important festival of Asatri

g y Telftinétt ( December 31 ). JO1 iradi-

tionally falls within the 0ld Icelandic calendar month ( mana®dr ) of Jol. Jé1 begins at

the time of the Winter Solstice or Midvetur ( December 20-21 ). M&®irndtt or Mother Night,

December 20th is the night that gives birth to the coming year ( hence the name '"Mother

Night" ) and marks the beginning of the JS1 season. This is the night before the Winter

Solstice and marks the beginning of the sun's return.

J61 is sacred to the Norse God Freyr of the Vanir, and it is tradi-

tional and time ageless to offer up a Freyrsblét on the evening of the 20th ( Jélanott )
with the sacrifice of a great boar or pig ( the traditional Yule pork ). Freyr's boar

"Gullinbursti" is connected with the offering to Him of boars in sacrifice, especially

the "Sdénargoltr" or atonement boar on the Eve of the Jé1 festival. The largest boar was

given to Freyr and it was so holy that when it was led into the hall, oaths were sworn

and vows made while the hand was laid over its bristles. The purpose of the blét was to

cause Freyr to be favorable to the New Year. Thus the modern "New Years Resolution", a

survival from Heathen times.

If the circumstance and situation cannot call for an actual animal

sacrifice, then the mead and ale substitute is to be used with some sort of large piece

cuts of ham or pork for the feast. J6l1 calls for traditional drinking and feasting in
large purportions all the twelve days and nights of the celebration with kin and kindred.

And along with this celebration comes the call for the performance of "Freyr's Game"

( sexual intercourse ) between husband and wife and devoted couples, all in the joy and

celebration and in honor of Freyr, the renewer of life, plenty and fertility. The Sapas

bear witness to the sexual activity at this time.

J61 is the time of change, the time when gifts are exchanged between
"Kynsmenn" and ma jor work ceases, for this is the peace of "Freyr Inn grfiai." Drauga
and filfar are active at this time of the New Year. Along with Freyr, Jol is also sacred
to Dorr as is witnessed by the oak Yule Lvog and the connection with fire. The family

hearth or "arinn" is sacred to Err.

Modern Asatrtarar along with the drinking and feasting should burn

a red candle each night of Jol through to Twelfth Night and decorate with "Sélah jolar"

( sunwheels ), golden boars and LifeY Runes
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about the hus. A "J6latré" may be erected and decorated with little sunwheels and the
golden boars and strung with lights and balls, leaving out all christian symbolism, for
Jol is truly a most "Heidinn" ( Heathen ) festival that is rightfully OURS! A traditional
Freyrsblot can be found elsewhere within this issue of Vor Trfi. To all Asatrfarar may we
wish you a most "GLEDILEG JOLI" ( A Healthy Yule!) Og HEILL FREYR!

a JULTREFEST e

In Scandinavia today at Jul it is the common practice to dance around the

decorated Jultre and to sing songs. Sometimes this takes place within a church. But un-

known to many present this has nothing whatsoever to do with christianity or the Iuthern
faith, but is a Pagan custom paying respect to the symbolic-life eternal evergreen tree
worshipped and honored by our Nordic ancestors for centuries! The housing of the Jultre
within a church is a substitute for the Pagan hof or temple where people would gather at
Jul or Jol conducting rites of Nature and honoring the fertility God Freyr. The tree it-
self is symbolic of the male organ as is the time honored May Pole at Mi®sumar at which
Scandinavians dance around, especially the Swedes. In fact many surviving Pagan leftovers
are yet to be found in Sweden today. It will be remembered that Sweden was the very last
of the Scandinavian lands to give up Asatrt and accept Kristni or christianity! Iet all
KAsatrlarar hope and pray that the 0ld Ways be fully restored in Sweden as in all of the

Scandinavian homelands and hope that as the future brings our kinsfolk will still sing
and dance around the Jultre or Jolatré, but not to Luthern hymns or within a church,
but within a "Heidinn" place honoring Freyr of the Vanirill

ON THE MEANING OF JOL

J61 or Jul ( Yule ) is the o0ld hatid ( festival ) of Mibvetr meaning the

hjol ( wheel ), It is the time when people danced around with lighted torches this
making a hjol ( wheel in Icelandic, 'Ule or Yule' in English ) to bring back the

sO1 or sun in whom the God Freyr was and is honored by Asatriarar at this holy time.
It is recalled how the famous historical '"Vae ringjar'( Varangian Guard ) at Jol

would rush in formation around a table beating their swords madly on their shields

shouting "JOL! JOLI"

—

ASGARER TAKES NOTICE

"At lasti" said OBinn to Frigg as they both sat together in the hdseti
( high seat ) talking amongst the other & sir and Asyn jur seated in Asgardr's holy
hall. "After ten of Mi?)gar'ér's centuries, our names are being remembered once more
now that the reipgn of the foreign hvitr kristr is over!" "Yes, it was to be" said

Frigg, "that Midgar®smenn should be blinded till the day they would seek us again,

so the Nornir did say." "I know" said éfiinn, ever as we speak now, work for the

engathering of the folk is taking place, not only in the Northland of days of yore,

but in that new land America where my godar and gyfijur are growing." "Look there,
you can see them now!" "I remember'" said Porr, "one who honored me Porhallr by

name went to that new land which in Midgardr they called "Vinland." "The faith of

the Asa was first in Vinland's heart." "I have sat silently waiting for men to see
the light again" said 08inn, "the light which we gave came out of the North!" "That
light never died" said Frigg, "it only needed to be fed down through the dark years
when our worshippers went underground."' "Well that light is being fed now" said

Freyr, "lock now as I speak, see what Asatriarar are doing now!" And as Freyr did

speak, all the host of E sir, Vanir and Alfar all holy looked down, and as they
gazed, the clear crisp air of little Iceland captured their sight as a middle-aged

white-bearded sheep farmer with many faithful offered up a bldt to the Gods, the
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first of Scandia's blood to light the way! Then as the mist cleared more their

sight drew to America to a place called California where another bearded man opened

AlPing one, two, three, four, and soon to be number five of revived troth and Asatri-
armenn. "I see yet another" said BSrr, "in Arizona a godi who hallows my name!' "Yes,"
said Obinn, "and see now all the others all across this great land, New Jersey,
Chicago, and Florida, and beyond to even o0ld England, our ppeple reborn in the new age!"

"let us watch them as they grow'" said Frigg. And so even now our Gods, the Gods of our

forebears are watching us, and waiting for Northern kinsfolk far and near to be gathered

once more within their arms to hallow their holy names!

A NX&T ROR TNQR'S NAMMékf
D BY GOBI 1SAAC MOLL

Made of pewter and cast by ancient methods

in a svapstone mold, these hammers are cast

on Thor's day, ritually banished and conse-

crated. All are hand finished. No two alike,.

$10.00 delivered. Write:

Thor's Hammer

Isaac Moll godi

3033 44th St.,

Sacramento, CA 95817

FURTHER FINLINGS CN EVIDENCE CF VIKING VIS

AMEFRICA!

"The Scandinavian Scandal" by

Jeffrey R. Redmond

Is a scholarly and historical article in The Anthropological Jourral of

Carada, volume 20, number 3, July 1982. $4 postpaid. Order from

The Anthropological Association of Canada, 1575 Forlan Dr.,

Cttawa, Cntario K2C CR8 Canada

NCRSE HCF FCSTPONED

lews reached us sometime ago from AllsherjargoBi Stephen McNallen of the

ArA that the plarned Asatrt hof or temple there in California has been delayed due to

the lack of funds which failed to come through. We were most sorry to hear this, as

to this date no repular Asatri hof building exists anywhere in the world! And reports
several years ago of a suppused rebuilding of the great temple at Gamala Uppsala in

Sweden turned out to be just rumour. Surely with the revival of Asatri now underwav,
somewhere and someovne could, colled the funds to erect a holy temple to our Gods!i!

The reality of many of us Asatrfarar is that we are not rich and do well to support
ourselves., BUT the day w111 come when our kinsfolk WILL see a standing hof to the

holy Air and Aserur of Asatriit! As Stephen McNallen : says, Asatrd is the heritage
and the task! Asatrd is the great cause for all of us!l}

WEARING CCLCRS FCR ASATRU!

Allsherjargo®i Sveinb jorn Beinteinsson of the Asatrivarmenn, Draghals,

Iceland has recently suggested that Asatrdarar could further observe our faith in

daily life by the wearing of certain colors on our clothing for the days of the

week. Such as yellow for Sunnudagr, white for Manadagr, red for Tysfiagr, blue for

Cfilnsdagr. red for Bdrsdagr, and green for Frlg?jardapr-
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JOL IN VIKING TIMES

The Norsemen of all times and ages longed for light, for a return of the sun

and longer days. For a period of twelve days the naked eye can perceive no evicderce that

the sur has reached its nadir and is rising apain. For twelve days it seems to be stand-

ing still, as if hesitating to start once more on its yearly course. The Norsemen, who

lived in harmony with nature, did the same thing. For twelve days they rested, ceased

doing their daily chores, and avoided especially all "rotating" actions such as women's

activities as grinding flour, Distaff and the spinning wheel. Thus in every Norse pea-

sant household, all the duties of home, all "turning action" ceased for twelve days.

This we can verifyv historically. J61 was dedicated to rest after the work of Autumn was

dorne, like so manv Heathen celebrations, a fertility festival at which everyone drank

"til aar og fred... to a good harvest and peace'.

We hear of a king Heidrek who had his biggest boar led into his halls at Jol.

He was honoring the fertility God, Freyr, whose boar, Gullinbursti, had such pold-bristles

gleaming that the night all around the animal was made bright as day! With his hand rest-

ing on his boar, king Heidrek made his vows for the coming year. We are also told in

skaldic verse that "JO1 is celebrated in honor of Freyr." The J61 hdti® or festival quite

obviously celebrated fertility and light. But for the Vikings it was above all a huge

family festival for those alive and dead. In the days of antiquitv, a magnificent Yule

table was set up for deceased relatives. A steam bath was readied for them, beds were

freshly made, and the peasants slept on straw pallets on the floor sov that those "from

outside" could use the best rooms, take delight in all the luxuries, warm and satiate

themselves. For they came out of the mounds, naturally, covered with earth or, if they

had died at sea, wet and dripping. They sat with the living evening after evening, for as

long as the feast lasted. We hear most often of exceptional cases, when the departed sat

quietly presaging misforture, dried their clothes by the fire and went back to their

graves without having said a word. For centuries a long line of spirits and elves, trolls

ard ancestors, filed past during the Ji1 feasts. Thus the Heathen J61, as shown, was de-

voted to fertility, the Winter Solstice and the clan. In the Heathen Norse state there

were no other ties than those to the clan. The living family, together with those who had

gone before, constituted an inertinguishable community. The ancestors resided in the

grave mounds, could receive visitors and give advice. Until into the Middle Ages, la

owning peasants could trace their ancestors "til Hangs ok til Hei®ni... back to the an-

cestral barrow and Heathenism." And this was especially valid for royal houses.

Cnly once a year could the Viking erjoy a fortast of delights. At the Yule

feast, which followed soon after the autumnal pig-sticking and offered fresh meat in

every form, an opulent introduction to the long winter months with their salty foods and

unquenchable thirst. The Norse JO1 festival, therefore, with its bounty and merrimenrt

was looked forward to with a longing and desire!

HCLY BREW, HCLY DRINKING

Hjalmar Lindroth, famous Scandinavian writer once stated the central position

that aquavit (‘brenrnivin’in Icelandiec ), or drinking in general, occupied in the life of

the Northern peoples. According to him: Brennivin is the heir of mead and particularly in

Iceland, of ale. Ale in Viking-Age Iceland was a holy beverage, a sanctified drink which

did not produce the requiste feeling or state of mind in the festal hall until proper

quantities of it had been imbibed. He who could not consume large draughts was simply er-

cluded from the innermost social circle. Even after christian times, the christian mir-

isters continued to bless the brew in Iceland and Scandinavia. Such things stuck.

In Iceland today, the emphasis is on hard liquor, not wine or beer, which is

not even sold in present-day Iceland. Men, and to a much lesser extent women, have a

tendency to drink until they are in a state of total incapacitation. And there is an er-

traordinary general tolerance for this kind of behavior when it is occasional. Icelanders

claim they can drink anyother Scandinavian under the tablel
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FREYRSBLOGT

The following blét to Freyr is used by the Asatrbarfélk and may be used by
Ksatrfiarar in their worship celebration of J61. This bldét is the mead or ale substi-
tute for an actual "tafn" or animal sacrifice traditionally called for a blbt.

HEILL FREYR INN FROPI! FOIKVAIDI GOP! VERALDAR GOB! WE CALL YOU! FARE YE FCRTH
FROM THE BRIGHT REAIM OF ALFAHEIMR TO BE WITH US HERE! SON OF NJORBR AND HUSEAND-
BROTHER OF FREYJA, GOD OF THE VANIR! TO THEE FREYR WE GET THY FRUITS AND A

HARVEST OF PEACE AND PIENTY!

. Face North and pour ale or mead into drekjuthorn, hold aloft:

WE GIVE THEE GREAT GIFTS O FREYR! NOT CF BLOOD AT THIS TIME, BUT ALE BLENDED WITH

AWE, AND OUR FAITH HOUSED IN THIS ALE. TC THEE GREAT GIVER OF PEACE, GOD OF THE

ERECT PENIS WHICH GIVES FORTH LIFE FCR THE KINDRED AND CIAN - THE SEEDER CF THE

WOMB! WE BID THEE HAIL AND TAKE WELL WITH OUR GIFTS IN KINSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP!

. Make the Hamarsmark, drink from the horn and pass it around to each participant

who makes the Hamarsmark and takes a sip.

Pour ale into the sacrificial bowl, sprinkle the horg ( stone cairn ) and the

sworn kindred members ( if present ) saying:

EX GEFA DPER FREYR BLESSUN!

. Pour ale onto the ground and say:

TIL FREYRI, LORD AND GIVER OF LIFE, PEACE AND JCY, BRINGER OF SUNSHINE AND

PLEASING RAIN, THE GIVER OF MARTIAL JOY AND FERTILITY. HAIL TO THEE AND OF US ALL!

. Closing: Face South saying:

THUS THE WORK OF WONDER IS WROUGHT! THE LIFE ETERNAL SPRINGS FORTH AND RENEWS IN

EACH OF US. MAY IT STRENGTHEN OUR KINDRED WITH BLESSINGS, PEACE AND PLENTY ALL

THESE HOLY DAYS OF JOL FOR ALL GATHERED HERE! SO SHALL IT BE!
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HAMAR AT GERI

In a past issue of Vor Trd information was given as to how to go about making
the sign of PSrshamarr. Data on this is also available from the AFA the two gestures be-
ing one as a blessing on oneself ( on the body ) and the other over one's drink over a
horn or cup. A third form is to used a large ritual or ceremonial Borshamarr made out of
metal or wood for bldtar, and other Asatru rituals. This may be a special made hammer or
a fairly-sized sledge hammer red or gold in color or even silver color. Accounts have

survived in Scandinavian folk customs of hiding a sledge hammer in the wedding bed of a
newly married couple on their wedding night as a fertility charm to ensure children, a

sure survival from Heathen times of the use of BSrshamarr.
The (01d Norse expression '"hamar at geri'" means to make the hammer. Eut also

the word "BSrsharmarr', and even "hamarsmark: 'mark of the hammer' can be used. A later
word might be '"hamarssigning", or hammer sign.

News has reached us from Crmr Thorsteinsson of Alberta, Canada that there is

a restaurant-pub called "The Keg'" in Edmonton that has a ad on the t.v. which shows a

bunch of Vikings petting off their boat and going there to feast. Crmr says the act is

well done and noticed that one of the Viking actors even made the sign of the hammer over

his drink in the take. Crmr got in touch with the guy, and it seems he likes to put some-

thing authentic in his parts he had done research on, and good homework at that!

Ey the early Ninth Century some earnest christian missionaries had bepur to

compete for Heathen Viking souls by trying to teach them the gospel. ILouis the Pious, the

Frerch king who reigned in France wher the Vikings were beginning to settle there, periodi-

cally staged elatorate baptismal ceremonies to receive them into kristni. The Vikines

were willing enough to add yet another god to their pantheon, and many of them seem to

have gone cheerfully through any number of christian rituals for the prize to be hadl! In

fact on one ocecasion there were so many christian converts that there was not enough cloth

for the long white baptismal gowns that were customarily given out on such occasions. So

the cloth was cut into smaller pieces to make it go further. The oldest of the Vikings

was then heard to complain loudly that this was the 20th time he had been baptized, and

he had always got a beautiful gown out of it, but this sack they had issuved to him was

"fit only for a cowherd, and if I were not ashamed of being naked, you could immediately

give it back to your kristr ( christ )." It is thus recorded then that the Norsemen tock

to the new faith with much ambivalence! Far long after the Scandinavian lands were said

to be christian, Norse families continued to practice Heathen ways, openly and later in

secret. Finally after a long period the people slowly accepted the new faith, but there

were those who did not give in! It must thus be stressed that of all the Germanic folk,

the Scandinavians were the last ones to give up Heathenism! And not only that it is

common knowledge that it is to Scandinavia we must turn to for knowledge of the Germanic

Heather past. It is indeed a shame and a great lost that the Anglo-Saxon and Germans

have not left us more accounts of their beliefs since they were converted so early to

the blinding alien poison of kristnil The fact is that conversion did not set easy in

the soul of the Germanic peoples. Today despite the fact that many Scandinavians and

other Germanic folk claim to be devout christian, the TRUE spirit and ethos will ALWAYS

be ASATRUIIY It is only a matter of time before our kinfolk see the ancient light and
return to the native ways of our Germanic forefathers. let us pray for that day!!!

Olof Skdtkonung ( known as the 'tax king' ) was just one of two christian Swedish

kings that as late as the years 1081-5 the Svear and Gitar drove out of Sweden for their

refusal to take part in the nine-yearly celebrations at the great Pagan sanctuary in

Uppsala. By the end of the century the temple had been finally destoryed by kine Ingo,

but the obstinacy of the struggle against Heathenism among the Svear was such that, out

of a total of six missionary dioceses known to have existed about 1120, no fewer than

four were concentrated in Svealand!
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HIONAVIGSLA
( Asatruarbridkaup ) ®

The following Ksatrfi wedding ceremony is the official one as used by the Asatrfi_
arfélk, and is based on and translated from the original Icelandic version written by
Allsherjargo®i Sveinb jorn Beinteinsson with added aditions by Allsherjargobi Bérsteinn
Bérarinsson. :

Traditionally the "bri®dur" ( bride ) is to wear a long bright red kirtle of the
Viking-age style with a long white apron in front and back, along with a veil, train,

kerchief, the household keys that dangle from the waist, and some sort of necklace on

the neck of peafls and traditionally, brooches worn on the shoulders.
The "brudesumi' ( bridegroom ) should wear a dark blue tunic of Viking-age style

with or without a cape or cloak, with either a sword or axe or knife at his side.

Attending are at least the couple to be wed, the godi and two lepal "svaramenn"
( witnesses ). In most cases a few others such as the "bridkaupsgestir" ( wedding

guests ) of the briBur and brilgumi. The briBkaup can be performed anywhere, outside or
inside. A chair shall be set for the briQur facing the goBi in the area where the
couple shall be standing, and the bridur sitting.

The bri®ur and bri®gumi shall stand in front of the godi and the svaramenn be-
sides them. The brudkaupsgestir line up behind them. The go®i begins the ceremony by
reciting the following:

Hidlpi mér AEsir a® € geri sem veit er a® logum og af heilum hug ( help me
AEsir so I can perform what is right by law and all of my sincerity.)

, Then the goBi shall read a few lines out of VOluspa, preferably these:

i. Ar var alda...

2. S01 varp suman...
3. P2 gengu regin cll...

4, Hittust AEsir...

%alweg&itmmsn)mebfifigmimfiaflm:

Will you_nafr take this kona who stands beside you nafn ? Then the bri®eumi will

answer ( j& ). : :

Then the godi turns to the brudur in the same way and asks: Will you__naf)
take this madur who stands besiles you_nafn ? Then the briBur will answer ( ja ).

The bridur is now seated in the chair. §

Then the gu®i takes up the ritual Prshamarr and says:
I bring now the hammer to bless the bride,

I lay Mjollnir in the maiden's lap
That the bond may be consecrated in Vor's name. g

The gddi lays the head of the hammer in lap of the bridur. Then the brudur and briuSgumi
take each others right hands clasped together and places them upon the hammer ring.

Then the goBi will take his right hand and place it on their hands. And the godi says:

I_nafn pronounce you married according to the law and the Cld Ways of KSatrfi.
Bi® ég pudi og giar vaettir a® styrkja ykkur til allra heilla ( I ask the Gods
and good spirits to bring you good luck and happiness.) The couple now stand

together, kiss and embrace.

Everyone now drinks a toast, the first bridal ale being drunk to Borr, and the

second to Freyr, the third to Frigga, and lastly to the couple themselves. The brudkaup
now formally ends, with the beginning of the wedding feast. later the bridgumi is led by

the svaramenn to the '"hammer bed" to greet his new bri®ur for the wedding night, with a

Borshamarr ( or large sledge hammer ) having been hidden somewhere within the hammer
bed.

* and makes the hamarsmark over the couple
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TELL’EM YOU SAWIT!
WHEN YOU PATRONIZE OUR AD-

YERTISERS—TELL THEM YCQU SAW IT IN

WCMEN AND THE EARLY KSATRfiARAR CF ICELAND

The early settlers of Asatréarar in Heathen Iceland were "fertilitv worshiprers
who vererated female divirities." Women especially had an important role in the worship of

these female Gods or Asynjur, particularly Freyja, with whom the Old Norse pvetic tradition

was irtimately involved, and this is why so many of the Skaldic puets, and almost no one else,

bore the names of their mothers. Women in Old Norse culture had a high degree of equalitv in

marriage and could divorce their husbands by declaration. The high status of women in pre-

christian Iceland was related to their special religious role in Asatri and magical matters.
An important part of the Heathen cult practices took part within her domain, in the home it-

self, and it is understandable that she played an important role in them. There is mention of

"hofgyd jur" or temple Priestesses, and it is remembered in a passage in "Egils Sapa Skalla-

grimssonar" of how Egill's own daughter was devoted to Freyja. Both Freyja, Frevr and the

Disir were highly honored in Heathen Iceland along with the AEsir Gods such as Bdrr.

THE SURVIVAL CF ASATRU IN ICELAND

Hjalmar Lindroth wrote in 1937, "certain features of the pre-christiarn faith

have survived in Iceland down to recent times. An authority on the subject has asserted

that 'a whole book could be written about it, and not a small one, either."

The traditions of pre-christian Scandinavia survived the conversion in Ice-

land, as they could not survive in Norway or in any other Northern land." From G. Turville-

Petre 1953. It will also be remembered that it was not until the end of the 10th century

that a few Icelanders began to accept kristni ( christianity ).

Allsher jargodi Sveinb jorn Beinteinsson conducted the first official public

blét in Iceland since the year 1000 on August of 1973 at his farm at Draghéls in the
ancient district of Egill Skallagrimsson in Borgarf jorBur, some 150 km. north of the

Icelandic capital of Reykjavik.

The ancient Norse Gods had accompanied the exodus to Ilceland when Asatriarar
left western Norway, and their worship was the concern of the chief man in each locality,

called its go®i- a word derived from 'god.' No place of sacrifice has been certainly iden-
tified, possibly because they were built of timber, but there was much killing of animals

in honor of Brr ( as in west Norway ), and in time of emergency human offerings as well.
At least two factors tended, however, to loosen the grip of the 0ld faith in Iceland.

The people were too widely dispersed for ready attendance at any ceremonial, whilst their

remoteness from any foreign enemy and the small part which cereal crops played in the

island's economy ( even at that early period ) madeit a less pressing duty to placate

the divinities of war and fertility. Nevertheless Asatri survived in Iceland!



WHAT IS THE RUNESTONE?

THE RUNESTONE is the official publication of the Asatré Free
AssembTy, 3e}1cated to the native Northern European faith known as
Odinism, or Asatrd.

Published four times a year, this unique periodical has pro-

moted the religion, values, and culture of the Northern European
soul since 1972. In a typical issue you'll find articles dealing
with the ancient way of the Northlands -- our gods, goddesses, re-

ligious practices, our ancestral values and how they can be lived

in the world today. You'll find poems, letters from the readers,

news of AFA events around the country, and much more.

Typical articles have included subjects as diverse as Viking

sagas, runes, Mother Earth as a goddess, the right to bear arms,

the religious implications of heredity, and the role of women in
our movement.

A subscription to THE RUNESTONE costs seven dollars a year,

or nine dollars for overseas airmail. We've attached an order blank
for your convenience, and we hope ycu'll take this opportunity tc

subscribe to one of the most significant little magazines around.

THE RUNESTONE is as steeped in tradition as a Viking burial mound,

and as forward-looking as the latest speculations on space colonies.

THE RUNESTONE is an invitation to adventure for all who love

our heritage and wish to see it oreserved. Join us!

B L S R e T S R RS

Asatr( Free Assembly
RiD. Box 1832

Grass Valley, CA 95945-1832

Dear Sirs:

Please send me a year's subscription to THE RUNESTONE. I've

enclosed payment of $§7.00, or $9.00 for airmail overseas, payable
to the ASATRU FREE ASSEMBLY.

NAME

ADDRESS
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THE NORSE WOMAN

By Borsteinn Bdérarinsson

No woman of meekness, or weakness,

Nor of danger from does she run,

Courage shall be her steadfast to the foe

Till the end of the cause whatever is done.

The keys of the household

Are hers to claim,

Proudly she them wears.

Even a sword can she unsheath and wave

If in a given situation it calls to save,

By her man fighting, unceasing,

Will she stay.

ILoyal and equal as any man,

None shall make of her a slave,

No, not in C8inn's land!

For she is a Norse woman

The kind of the Valkyrie's band.

Priestess, lover, wife or mother,

She can all these be if she wills,

This Northern daughter of Embla's blood

Yet can be found today still,

A woman of truth, warmth and love!



STOLT AV A VAERE GYDUJA!

PROUD TO BE G YD JA!I

Woman are the future of Asatri! If your'e
a white woman of Northern Buropean descent, you deserve to

take your rlghtful place in the glorious experience and

revival of Asatrl, the original faith of our foremothers /
and forefathers, either as a GfBJa ( Friestess )

serving the various Guddesses or AsynJur of our holy
religion, or as a warrior taking issues for the preser-

vation of our pevple, and as a lother-Protectress of

the clan and race. Whatever the case, the Holy Goddesses from Freyja to Frigea,

Sif to Rdn and the mighty Disir call you, WOMEN, COME MAKE YOUR STAND FOR HOLY

TROTH, RACE AND CILAN!

BOOKS

THE APPALACHIAN FORUM

P. 0. Box 1992

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15230

NORWAY, DENMARK, SWEDEN, ICELAND, FINLAND: Ps. g

KING HARALD'S SAGA Snurri Sturleson (early Norse war leader) 180 50

MYTHS OF THE NORSEMEN Roger Green (Norse Gods & religion) 208 2.50

THE VINLAND SAGAS: THE NORSE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA 124 3.00

DENMARK - ARCHAEOLOGICAL HISTORY Glob (ruins of forts, templs)351 hb12.00

THE VIKINGS Brondsted 347 5.00

GODS & MYTHS OF NORTHERN EUROPE Davidson (the old religions) 250 4.00

NORSE DISCOVERIES AND EXPLORATIONS IN AMERICA 354 5.00

LAXDAELA SAGA (an Icelandic saga) 378 4.00

NJAL'S SAGA (an Icelandic saga) 378 4,00

FINLAND IN THE 20TH CENTURY D. G. Kirby g5y 20,00

VIKING HRIOAX

AMER

By Jeffrey R. Redmond

(:j Published by Carlton Press, N.Y. 1978, illustrated, hardback
edition is now out of print, but a few autographed copies are still

available at $6.00 pp. from the author. This is one book that you

(ET don't want to miss! A must for those interested in true Viking
visits to North America revealing fact from fraud, yet showing that

Vikings really were here!l

}(i Also look for Jeff's new book due next Spring 1984 called: "TALES OF
THE VIKINGS." Asatrdarar may contact Jeff Redmond at: 3144 Wingate

> HaseH LY RECCOMMENDED!
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The Institute for Runic Studies, Asatru

was formed to provide dsatriarar, and those interested in the more

esoteric aspects of ‘satrfi. with a program of basic runic studies in
s . . . / /

order to develop more fully the interest in Rune-Wodenism within Asatru

(as well as to draw those of the general Neo-Pagan community into this

aspect of the Troth).

Our program is manifold. The first phase of it consists of a series

of eight Lore-Books (the first four of which will be available in

1981-82), which present an introduction to Rune-Wodenism. This 1is the

religious view of 'esoteric Odinism,' which has as a focus the study and

awakening of rune-knowledge, rune-wisdom, and ultimately rune-craft.

The Lore-Books form an educational program, which, if the follow is

interested in practical aspects, acts as an introduction to the work of

the Rune-Gild.

Members of the IRSA also receive the biannual journal, R&na, in

which results of research in the field of Rune-Wodenism and works of

historical interest are published. For example the Runa for Midsummer
1981 e.v. contains the first English translation of a 16th century

Icelandic grimoire-- the Galdrabdk-- which holds many clues to runic

practice and shows the continuation of their lore well into the pericd

of Blended Troth. In the future numbers of Runa we plan to publish

studies of the esoteric significance of Germanic holy-signs, the concept

of the 'holy' in Germanic religion, the Rune-Song of the 'Hévamél,' and

ideographies of Lanz von Liebenfels and Guido von List. The Institute

also intends to begin a special publication program to make available

rare works and more comprhensive studies of a wide range of topics

within esoterica germanica. These special publications will be avail-

able to patron members without further fees.

The aim of the IRSA is to involve asatruarar of knowledge in

the systematic sharing of that inner lore, and in turn to develop

seekers on the rune-roads into vitkar, who will help build the great

tradition of Rune-Wodenism to its former level of glory. Our ultimate

goal is the establishment of a permanent site for the Institute with

library to act as a college for members and a Gild-Hall for the

systematic initiation of vitkar.

- ’

Institute for Runic Studies, Asatru

P.0. Box 7622

University Station

Austin, TX 78712



15

Application for IEnrollment in the

Institute for Runic Ctudies, Asatrd (IR3A)

Name:

Address:

s / . . .

Asatru organizations of which you are a member:

Please briefly state your personal position on matters of the lew
Germanic Religions and your special areas of interest within their

branches:

What languages do you read?

Membership fees for one year, which entitle members to all regular

publications of the IRSA educational program, personal supervision in

their studies, and the biannual journal of runic studies, Runa, are

as follows:

North America Overseas

Regular 324

Sustaining 3$33

Patron 372

Please enclose a check or money order, payable to:
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THE VALUE OF ASATRU

By Allsherjargddi Bérsteinn Dérarinsson

The value of the 0ld Norse Religion for today's world can be pointed out in

many ways. Now more than ever the Northern European Peoples and their descendants

whether in Scandinavia, Western Europe, or North America need the religious values, tenets

and tried ways of our Nordic forefathers that are contained within our ancestral reli-

gion of Asatri!
Far from being a dead outworn rellglon of the past that some think cannot

meet the needs of the modern world, Asatru answers a spiritual and cultural need that
has been left empty through the long centuries imposed on our peoples by the alien creed

of Churchianity and its "death" orientation. Christianity in any form has enstrangled

the Germanic man and woman from nature, their natural and native Gods, and has painted

a inter-racial picture of a mono-culture, monotheistic world where we are to worship

the one Hebrew God and his son Jesus in an enslavement that would surpass the Roman

Empire, and eventually destory the world as we know it. It is trying to do this very

thing now.

Norse Paganism is being revived because it never really died in the first

place. Sure the church succeeded in destorying the Heathen shrines, temples and sacred

groves, but they could not destory the spirit of Asatrh and the 01d Gods. Secrettly,

silently and ir changed forms, or in families, thes (Uld Ways continued. So that today

there is a yearning, a longing for the Nordic folk to recapture the fulfilling spirit-

uality of the Heathen past in which there was oneness with nature, communication and

communion with the Gods, and a hope for tomorrow. A world in which the secular and

religious were conjoined in the true sense of Germanic holiness, and not in conflict

as Christianity is with the moderr world today.

The church brainwashed our forefathers. They told them that dfilnn and Birr,
the Goddesses, the Alfar and Giants ( Jotnar ) were all devils or demons. They told
them the landvastr ( land Spirits ) were evil and for them to put their trust in the

White Christ, who if they faithfully followed him would grant them eternity in the

celestrial harp playing heaven. If not they were condemned to a lake of fire in Hell.

Hell of course was nothing more than the offspring of Loki, a Goddess of the Under-

world. But since the church could not eradicate everything Pagan, it absorbed a great

deal of Heathenism, but perverting it and adopting it as its own. The church was a

very clever fox in deceiving!

Ter. centuries have passed now and still the creed of Christianity has not

brouvght peace and happiness to the Germanic peoples. It never will! The lack

church attendance in Scandiravia and elsewhere is vast. Scandinavian youth xrar\i-allJ

searcih for an idenity and something to believe in, not teing able to see beyond

tomorrow. Atheism, Agnosticism and suicide are on the increase despite the offers of

a modern world of video games, advanced technology and various kinds of entertainment.

Those that are turned off by church and formal religion know of no where else to turn.

But many are rediscovering their Heathen past, and the religion of Asatri. This has
been more so in Iceland, and now even the fires in the rest of Scandinavia are being

kindled, as witnessed in America and the U.K. The AEsir have awaken from Their slumber

and stand waiting to commune in fellowship with us once again!

?

ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE! |}

Why not make a New Years resolutiorn

this year to do something wurthwhile and

outstanding for the cause of Asatri! As an
individual YOU CAN DO SOMETHING! LETS ALL

WORK FOR THE RESTORATION OF ASATRU AND OUR

HOLY GODS!

Edinn byr! OginLives !



THOR'S HAMMER

INTRODUCING....

THE RELIGION OF ODIN
—Irv Slauson—

THE STORY OF THE ANCIENT FAITH OF NORTHERN EUROPE AND ITS

RE-BIRTH IN MODERN TIMES. THE BOOK EXPLAINS THE SYMBOLS,

CUSTOMS, AND ATTITUDES OF THE WORSHIPERS OF THOR AND ODIN
FROM THE MOST ANCIENT TIMES TO OUR OWN. MANY OF THE TOPICS

COVERED WERE WRITTEN BY ODINISTS WHO WERE THEMSELVES
EXPERTS ON THEIR RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY, AND THE BOOK

CONTAINS MANY OF THE CEREMONIES USED BY THE FOLLOWERS OF
THIS RELIGION. CONSIDERED ARE THE VARIOUS LEGENDS OF THE
ORIGIN OF ODIN AND ENUMERATED ARE MANY OF THE OLD TEUTONIC
VALUES OF LIFE. LEARN ABOUT THE CONCEPT OF THE LIFE FORCE,

THE SPIRIT ENERGY, THE SKY GOD, OR AS IT IS SOMETIMES KNOWN,
THE FORCE. THOROUGHLY RESEARCHED AND DOCUMENTED, IT PICKS

UP WHERE ‘THE HAMMER THE NORTH’, BY MAGNUSSON, OR
PAGAN SCANDINAVIA’, BY DAVIDSON, LEAVES OFF. 180 PAGES, 17
ILLUSTRATIONS, 82 x 11, SOFTCOVER.

to a U.S. or a Canadian address. Overseas buyers advised in VIKING HOUSE
advance of cost of mailing. Preferred method of overseas
shipment is air parcel post - insured where possible. Box 160

Lake Gity, Minnesota 55041



VOR TRU
2922 S. Marvin Avenue

Tucson, Arizona 85730 U.S.A.

First C/ass


