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Mousing, Swiping, Thinking
Magical Conquest Techniques in the Context of
Electronic Communications Media

Peter Fuchs' (translated by Markus Heidingsfelder and Steffen Roth)

Some of the physical, chemical and technical possibilities of the modern age are very similar to
magic. They appear to be able to overcome perception and awareness. This text approaches the issue
of magic both from a sociological perspective and in relation to the world of electronic media. It first
identifies and analyzes the criteria that determine the magical to then answer the question whether
the new technology results in the old technology of magic making an invisible reappearance.
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ALL: Double, double toil and trouble, Fire burn and caldron bubble.

2ND WITCH: Fillet of a fenny snake, In the caldron boil and bake. Eye of net and toe

of frog, Wool of bat and tongue of dog, Adder's fork and blindworm’s sting, Lizard's

leg and howlet’s wing, For a charm of powerful trouble, Fire burn and caldron

bubble.

ALL: Double, double toil and trouble, Fire burn and caldron bubble.

3RD WITCH: Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf, Witches’ mummy, maw and gulf of the

ravined salt-sea shark, Root of hemlock digged i’ the dark, Liver of blaspheming Jew,

Gall of goat and slips of yew Slivered in the moon's eclipse, Nose of Turk and Tatar’s

lips, Finger of birth-strangled babe Ditch-delivered by a drab, Make the gruel thick

and slab. Add thereto a tiger's chaudron, For the ingredients of our caldron.

ALL: Double, double toil and trouble, Fire burn and caldron bubble.

2ND WITCH: Cool it with a baboon's blood, Then the charm is firm and good.
—Macbeth, 1V, 1

Preliminary Remarks

The title of this article is quite strange. It sounds magical in itself, like an old
incantation. But this is exactly how it is intended to be. Although sociology has hardly
any doubts that magic has a social function—especially that of world domination
technique—it certainly does doubt the fact that magic actually can, for example,
transform people into donkeys or pugs into dragons.

Nevertheless, some of the physical, chemical and technical possibilities of the
modern age are very similar to magic. They appear to be able to overcome perception
and awareness. Even a simple mobius strip dupes everyday perception of the world:
inside is outside, outside is inside—at the same time. If you cut through the loop
lengthwise in the middle, you don’t get two bands —only one.
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the subject. More precisely: The swiping determines the possible moves, therefore
enchanting the subject. Magical from our perspective, then, is the idea that what can
be swiped—the symbols, and so forth—constitute the very form of swiping;
conditioned coproduction or structural coupling as usual. It would be similar, if the
tablet screen would be able to retain “bumps” from the force of touch that controls the
movement of the fingers. Another example: The keyboard of my computer is littered
with tobacco flakes. I now have to hit some keys five times to get a particular
character to appear on the screen. It feels as though a magician is limiting my time so
that [ work less.

Coda

Many more questions can arise, for example, about the role played by swiping and
similar techniques in social systems. How will interaction change, for example
organization or society? What happens (and it is happening right now) if the
experience of magic is forgotten because we no longer need to remember it, what
happens if you can suddenly swipe a blackboard and nobody is surprised that the form
of magic is repeated in the process? Is progress possible through all of this? An
epochal break?

As a researcher, I do not entertain any progress mythologies. They have shown
themselves fruitful since Darwin’s time. What happens is always subject to chance.
Niklas Luhmann always tended to sober people who are too focused on progress with
the remark that everything is getting both better and worse at the same time. And I
would like to add: You can seldom know what is worse and what is better. Moreover,
both adjectives are in the comparative. The “worse or better than WHAT?” is missing.

There is no doubt that computer technology has changed many things, simplified
a lot and (to say it with systems theory) reduced complexity. On the other hand,
complexity does not disappear in the face of time. It only shifts and goes elsewhere.
Problems that are solved create other problems elsewhere. Sometimes old solution
patterns are revitalized when modern solutions develop their own game. The question
at stake here was whether the new technology would not result in the old technology
of magic making an invisible reappearance in the precise paradoxical understanding.

Answer: It would seem so.

References

Abbott, E. A. (1884). Flatland: A romance of many dimensions. London: Seeley.

Ashby (1985). Einfiihrung in die Kybernetik (An introduction to cybernetics). Frankfurt, Germany: Suhrkamp.

Burke, K. (1966). Language as symbolic action: Essays on life, literature and method. Berkeley, CA: University of
California Press.

Butler, J. (1990). Gender trouble. Feminism and the subversion of identity. London: Routledge.

Butler, J. (1991). Korper von Gewicht. Die diskursiven Grenzen des Geschlechts (Bodies that matter: The discursive
limits of sex). Berlin: Suhrkamp.

Derrida, J. (1989). Die Schrift und die Differenz (Writing and difference), Frankfurt: Suhrkamp.

Freud, S. (1956). Totem und Tabu (Totem and taboo). Frankfurt: Fischer.

Freud, S. (1961). Letter to Georg Groddeck. In E. Freud (Ed.). Letters of Sigmund Freud. London: Hogarth.

Freud, S. (1924). Notiz iiber den “Wunderblock.” Internationale Zeitschrift fiir Psychoanalyse, 10(1), pp. 1-5.



Mousing, Swiping, Thinking 71

Goethe, J. W. (1963). Faust: Eine Tragéodie (Faust: A Tragedy). New York: Anchor. (The original German and a new
translation and introduction by W. Kauffmann.)

Kittler F. A. (1985). Aufschreibesysteme (Writing systems) /800-1900. Munich: Fink.

Knoblauch, H. (1991). Die Welt der Wiinschelrutengdnger und Pendler, Erkundungen einer verborgenen Wirklichkeit
(The world of diviners and dowsers, investigations regarding a hidden reality). Frankfurt: Campus.

Luhmann, N. (1975). Einfache Sozialsysteme (Simple social systems). In Soziologische Aufkldrung 2 (pp. 21-38).
Opladen, Germany: Westdeutscher Verlag.

Luhmann, N. (1988a). Wie ist Bewuftsein an Kommunikation beteiligt? In H. U. Gumbrecht & K. L. Pfeiffer (Eds.),
Materialitit der Kommunikation (pp. 884-905). Frankfurt: Suhrkamp.

Luhmann, N. (1988b). Erkenntnis als Konstruktion (Knowledge as construction). Bern: Benteli.

Luhmann, N. (2000). Organisation und Entscheidung. Opladen: Westdeutscher Verlag.

Maturana, H.R. (1988). Cognition. In S. J Schmidt (Ed.), Der Diskurs des Radikalen Konstruktivismus (pp. 89—118).
Frankfurt: Suhrkamp.

Palagyi, M. (1924). Naturphilosophische Vorlesungen (Lectures on the philosophy of nature). Leipzig, Germany:
Johann Ambrosius Barth.

Pothast U. (1990). Etwas iiber Bewuftsein (Something on consciousness). In K. Cramer, H. F. Fulda, R.-P. Horstmann,
& U. Pothast (Eds.), Theorie der Subjektivitdt (pp.15—43). Frankfiurt: Suhrkamp.

Piaget, J. (1973). Das Erwachen der Intelligenz beim Kinde (The awakening of intelligence in children). Stuttgart,
Germany: Klett-Cotta.

Piaget, J. (1983). Meine Theorie der geistigen Entwicklung (My theory of cognitive development; R. Falke, Ed.).
Weinheim, Germany: Beltz.

Piazzi, T., Seydel, S. M. (2010). Die Form der Unruhe (The form of unrest). Volume 2: Die Praxis (The practice).
Hamburg, Germany: Junius.

Schelling, F. W. J. (1998). System der Weltalter. Miinchener Vorlesung 1827/28 in einer Nachschrift von Ernst von
Lasaulx. (System of World Ages. Munich lecture, transcribed by E. von Lasaulx; Introduced by S. Peetz, Ed.).
Frankfurt, Germany: Vittorio Klostermann.

Schmitz, H. (1966). System der Philosophie (System of philosophy), Vol. II, Part 1: Der Leib (The limb). Bonn:
Bouvier.

Schmitz, H. (2011). Entseelung der Gefiihle. Deutsche Zeitschrift fiir Philosophie, 29, 21-33 (Special Issue: Gefiihle
als Atmosphéren)

Spencer-Brown, G. (1995). 4 lion s teeth—Lowenzdhne. Liibeck, Germany: Bohmeier Verlag.

Spencer-Brown, G. (1997). Laws of form - Gesetze der Form. Liibeck, Germany: Bohmeier Verlag.

Stricker, S. (1882). Studien iiber die Bewegungsvorstellungen, (Studies on ideas of motion). Vienna: Braumiiller.

Ribeiro, C. (2014). O Beijo (The Kiss). Interactive video installation. (Photo by the artist).



Ribeiro, C. (2017-2018). Interstellar: Cross-Scale Space-Scapes. Interactive installation.
In collaboration with Mick Lorusso, Herbert Rocha and Daniel Valente. (Photo by the artist).





