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2003 Introduction

Amazingly, the Green Books collection has grown as large
as the original collection of ARDA 1. Most of these books were
rather solitary efforts and the addition of more editors would
have sharpened the focus and removed sub-par materials.
Instead, I have erred on the side of inclusivity, being the pack-
rat that [ am.

The first Green Book began as a collection for the lazy
Arch-Druids of Carleton to come up with something to say in
the early 1960s during the Meditation section of the weekly
liturgies, much as modern clergy refer to books of ready-made
sermons. Building on that tradition, I collected two more books
for the first edition of ARDA. These went relatively well, but
my research didn’t stop; and book after book of recommended
reading material, and stuff I just thought was neat, were
produced over the years, especially as I began to mine the older
magazines of the NRDNA movement, and consolidate
interesting types of materials.

Each Green Book has its own theme. Green 2 was my
European studies, and Green 3 was my Asian studies in 1993.
After my trip to Japan, Green 4 was conceived as a trip around
the world, with readings from all the continents and major
religions. Levity has been a constant companion to the
Reformed Druid, so Green 5 was conceived as material to cheer
up a Druid in those times when they are depressed or unhappy.
Green 6 is a collection of all the songs, poems & stories written
by past Reformed members. Green 7 has seasonal essays to
inspire Druids during their preparations for the eight major
Druid festivals. Green 8 is materials from the Order of the
Mithril Star, that didn’t fit anywhere else. Green 9 is a
collection of the works on food, drink and trees; so important to
Druidic life. Finally, Green 10 is a collection of writings about
the history and nature of the modern and ancient Druids
(especially the RDNA), to assist in future research on our group.

Future volumes are in the process of planning even as I
send off seven new volumes in this edition. There may well be a
collection of religious and social freedom speeches, a volume on
transcendalist & nature poets of the 19" & 20™ century, and
volumes 6-10 will undoubtedly be supplemented over the
following years.

As always, none of this material is to be considered
dogmatic or reflective of the views of any Reformed Druids. It
is meant to widen your understanding of spiritual matters, not to
narrow your possibilities. Please use them well and perhaps add
a few volumes of your own.

Sincerely,

Mike Scharding

Circa Day 75 of Earrach, Y.R. XL
April 15th, 2003 C.E.

Embassy of Japan, D.C.
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Concluding Blessing

May you grow in wisdom through contemplation of these
pages and their interpretation in your daily life.

So Ends Volume Zero
Of the Green Books
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