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Foreword

The members of the Commission on Obscenity and Pornography take special
satisfaction in making available these Technical Reports of research undertaken at
the Commission’s request and under the direction of its staff.

These reports are an important part of the Commission’s response to the direc-
tive from Congress to study and report on (a) constitutional and definitional
problems relating to obscenity controfs, (b) traffic in and distribution of obscene
and pornographic materials, and (c) effects of such materials, particularly on
youth, and their relationship to crime and other antisocial conduct.

Most of the Technical Reports are original work because, outside of the legal
field, very little research on the questions assigned to the Commission had been
undertaken by anyone prior to the funding of the Commission in the summer of
1968. At appropriate points in these volumes, reference is made to rEeports of
earlier research, as well as to research projects undertaken independently of the
Commission during the two years of its effective life. Primarily, however, the
Commission found it necessary to rely on the original research reported here.

Although attention will initially focus on the findings and recommendations of
the Commission and its four panels, the research reflected in these Technical
Reports will have greater long-range importance. The findings by the Commission
and its panels are necessarily limited and hurried distillations, and its recom-
mendations are inevitably tempered by the give and take of seeking to reach a
group judgment on a highly controversial subject. The research reported here,
however, was subject to no such limitations and is being made available primarily
for two purposes:

(1) We expect and invite critical examination and appraisal of these reports,
for we have only begun the task of interpreting the wealth of information they
contain.

(2) We hope that the Commission-sponsored research will stimulate and point
the way to further scientific inquiry in this difficult and batfling field. There arc
still many unanswered questions, and these will require turther research with
more refined techniques and instruments.

For the Commission, [ wish to express deep appreciation to all the individuals
and teams whose research is reported here. We are most grateful both for their
willingness to pioneer in this unexplored and controversial field and for their
shouldering of the burden on such short notice and with such restrictive time
schedules.

[ also wish to express for the Commission our admiration and thanks to Dr. W.
Cody Wilson, our executive director, and his cxcellent staff. Only through their
valiant and cffective efforts in planning and implementing this vast array of highly
diverse research projects, all focusing on specific tasks assigned to the Commis-
sion, was 1t possib]c for us to bring our work to a timely completion.

WILLIAM B. LOCKHART
Chairman
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General Preface

Many of‘thc papers in these volumes share two characteristics: a focus on
cmpirical description and a lack of refinement in presentation. Each of these
characteristics is a product of both circumstance and deliberate policy.

The emphasis on empirical description reflects in part the nature of existing
knowledge at the beginning of the Commission’s work. Few empirical observa-
tions had been reported in the literature, and these were not sufficient to provide
cven a tentative description of the phenomena of concern to the Commission, nor
to form the basis for research at a higher level of conceptualization.

The emphasis on empirical description: also reflects the nature of the task
assigned to the Commission. The policy questions posed by the Congress required
primarily empirical description for guidance.

The overaﬁ rescarch strategy and the specific research projects were guided,
however, by ideas and concepts from more theoretically developed areas of the
behavioral sciences such as socialization, personality, and social structure. Hope-
fully, the data compiled for purposes of empirical description of the phenomena
ot obscenity and pornography will be relevant to theoretical issues in these other
arcas.

Some of the empirical descriptions may appear to many social scientists as
demonstrations of the obvious. This is often the case after an empirical descrip-
tion has been provided. Yet, it is never certain that “obvious” concepts and
relations are valid until they have been tested empirically. As it turned out, there
were a few surprises to a few people.

The policy implications ot the findings ot this rescarch program may very well
stir controversy and debate. Because of their crucial importance for policy discus-
sion and decision, the Commission has presented the basic empirical observations
with a minimum of complex statistical manipulation and conceptual analysis. The
lack of refinement in presentation of several of the research reports is duce in part
to the Commission’s desire to keep very close to the raw data.

Most of the rescarchers had less than nine months in which to establish a
rescarch tcam, arrange a rescarch sctting, develop measuring instruments, secure
subjects, collect the data, reduce the data, and write a report. In several instances
we are presenting, literally, the first drafe of a report.

The Commission staff has refrained from all but very minor editing of thesc
reports. The observations and interpretations are entirely the authors’. To insurc
that idcological standards were not imposed on the results of the reports, the
Commission and its staff have also foregone the prerogative of imposing gencerally
accepted standards of scientific reporting. To the same end we have also published
all of the research that has been undertaken for us.

Nevertheless, most of the reports in these volumes quite satisfactorily reflect
current standards, not only for conducting research but also for reporting on its
results.

vil



We trust that many of the authors will soon present to the behavioral science
community reports Eased on these data but directed to more theoretical and
conceptuafl issues and reflecting a higher degree of refinement of both data and
presentation than has been possible here.

This series of volumes of Technical Reports is a joint effort of the Congress, the
Commission, the Commission staff, the research teams headed by the authors of
the several papers, and the many people who participated in the studies: Congress
posed the general problems, authorized the Commission to contract with com-
petent agencies to conduct research, and provided the necessary funds. The Com-
mission specified the kinds of information that it required and worked closel
with the staff in designing an appropriate research program. The Commission staff
specified the details of the research program and, under the direction and guid-
ance of the Commission, implemented it—partly by undertaking research directly,
but more often by contracting with outside agencies to conduct resecarch. The
authors of the papers accepted responsibility for developing concrete research
arrangements, coﬁecting and analyzing data, and writing reports, all under tremen-
dous time pressure. Several thousand people cooperated in collecting the data and
devoted uncounted hours of time providing the information in these volumes.

On behalt of the Commission, its staff, the authors of the papers, and the
people who read these volumes and make use of the contents, 1 express deep
appreciation to the Members of Congress who initiated and make possible the
gathering of this information, and to the people who participated in the various
studies and contributed the basic information.

W. CODY WILSON
Executive Director
and Director of Research

Viil
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Public Attitudes Towards

and Experience With
Erotic Materials

Findings
H. ABELSON
R. COHEN
E. HEATON
C. SUDER
ResPOﬁse Analysis Corp.
INTRODUCTION

This is a report of the findings from a nationwide study of adults and young
people conducted for the Commission on Obscenity and Poronography.
The study has three main objectives:

(1) To determine the extent of public exposure to and experience with erotic
materials, including the media in which erotica are experienced, circumstances
of experience, and experience with particular types of erotic content.

(2) To assess attitudes towards the desirability of controlling availability of
erotic materials, the means for effecting such control, and the gradations of
control for erotic materials in general, and for particular kinds of such material.

(3) To examine some of the demographic and attitudinal correlates of experi-
ence with erotica as well as other relationships between individual and group
characteristics, and attitudes and behavior related to erotic materials.



Study plan

A preliminary phase of assembling hypotheses and issues relevant to the stuc!y
was aided substantially by work that the Commission staff had accom‘phshed. in
developing some of the specific information needs of such a study and in relating
this study to available research and to other studies contracted for by the Co-m-
mission. The Commission staff also prepared a specimen questionnaire which
reflected many of the interests of the Commission panels.

An examination of available literature and discussions with the Commission
staff were supplemented by two new activities during the developmental phase.
One was that of retaining two consultants who had had experience in conducting
survey research on sex attitudes, sex behavior, and erotic materials. The consult-
ants were Professor Hans Zetterberg of Ohio State University and Mr. Albert
Klassen of Indiana University. Each met with us during the preliminary study
period to share his experience and to comment on questionnaire drafts.

The second activity was to conduct three group interviews with people who live
within a 30-mile radius of Princeton.

(1) One interview with eight women, age range 30 to 50, from working class
homes in Trenton, N.]J.

(2) One interview with 10 middle to upper middle class men, age range 30 to
40, from Belle Mead, N.]J.

(3) One interview with nine middle class young women from Kendall Park,
N.J.

These interviews were helpful in deciding on some of the terminology that
could be used in the later interviews and in understanding some methodological
problems that might be encountered in conducting structured interviews.

The second and main phase of the study consisted of 2,486 personal, face-to-
face interviews with a nationwide probability sample of adults, age 21 and older.
Personal interviews were also conducted with 769 “adolescents’’ (age 15 to 20)
including some who live in the same households as adult respondents and others
from households not in the adult sample.

Interviewing was conducted during February, March, and April 1970. A de-

tailed discussion and evaluation of the field experience is submitted with this
report.

Interview forms

Three questionnaires were used in the data collection phase of the study:

(1) A structured interview for adult respondents

(2) A self-administered questionnaire for adult respondents to complete
following the interview

(3) A structured interview for the sample of 15 to 20 year olds

Copies of these forms appear in the Appendix of the second report in this
volume (“Methodological Report”).



Study administration

Two organizations participated in this research. Response Analysis Corporation
was responsible for study design, developmental work, questionnaire preparation,
analysis plan, data processing, and preparation of the text report.

The Institute for Survey Research at Temple University was responsible for all
aspects of field work, for coding of free response questions, and for the prepara-
tion of a methodological report.

The two research agencies provided guidance and assistance for each other
during the course of the research.

Organization of report

This report is in four separate parts, as follows:

(1) A presentation and discussion of the main findinﬁs from the study. It
includes only those notes on method and techniques which are necessary for
the reader to have in understanding the findings.

(2) A methodological report, which is largely an account of the interviewirlllg
experience, but which includes discussions of other aspects of method as well.

(3) A set of the detailed tabulations which is the basis for the present report.

(4) A magnetic tape recording of the data, for researchers who would like to
use this study to help resolve issues that are not treated fully or at all in the
present report, or to some extent in the methodological report.

Notes on reading of the report

A percent sign at the top of a column indicates that percentages read down. A
percent sign at the beginning of a row indicates that percentages read across.

When percents add to one or two more or less than 100, it is because of data
processing rounding error. When percents are based on multi{)le responses from
the same respondent, the term “(multiple answers)” appears below the table.

For a difference between samples or subgroups to ualify to be discussed as a
finding, the difference is meaningful at the 95% con?ldence level. (There is less
than one chance in 20 that the difference is due to sampling variation.)

Several indices were constructed from combined responses to three or more

items. These indices are used many times throughout the report. A description of
each is included in the Appendix section of this report. The indices are: overall
exposure to erotica; recent exposure to (or experience with) erotica; freedom of
expression; restrictiveness; sex attitudes; media consumption; social and political

activism: candor in the interview.



OVERVIEW!

ScoPe

This report is intended to provide information that satisfies the objectives of
the research and the needs of Commission members and staff. As hefty as it is, we
ask the reader to think of the report for what it is: a first examination of the data.

Just from the data that we have, there is much more that could have been
included. And, in addition, many questions and hypotheses would require other
analyses beyond those that were accomplished for this report.

The matter of definition

This is not a study of pornography. It is a study of experience with and
attitudes towards erotic materials. The subject matter is almost as broad as the
experience and fantasies of respondents. |
- As is documented in the report, some stimuli which are regarded as
“pornographic’” by some respondents would not be classitied that way by most
other people. As much as possible, the interview content avoided terms such as
“pornography” (introduced only at the very end) and ‘“‘erotica” (never used).
Instead, we tried to define subject matter by descriptions of particular erotic
depictions and in'some instances (such as ‘‘stag movies”) by the setting and
circumstance of exposure as well as by content.

Experience with erotica

A large majority of the population has had experience with erotic materials at
some time during their lives. A smaller proportion have had “recent” experience
(i.e., within the past two years) and a still smaller group make up the relatively
heavy user category. The proportion of consumers reflected in the data is cer-
tainly more than enough to sustain a market for erotic materials. .

Experience with erotica is more frequently remembered via movies than other
media. Experience with erotic materials seems to take place within the individ-
ual’s social milieu, the same social context in which he (or she) has other kinds of
experiences unrelated to sexual behavior.

There are big generational (or at least age) differences which separate the more
from the less frequent consumers of erotic materials. Among men, usage peaks

during the decade of the 20’s. Among women, exposure peaks during the very late
teen years.

1. For the reader’s convenience, at the beginning of each main section there is a summary of
its contents, more detailed than this section.



People who have had the largest amount of recent experience with erotic
materials also share characteristics other than age (relatively young as noted
above) and sex (men more than women). They tend to be people who on the one
hand are heavier consumers of newspapers, magazines, and movies than are others,
and also (Feople who have been more active in their communities than others on
issues and problems quite apart from things related to erotic content.

Thus, instead of thinking of erotica as the organizing principle (as in fact it is
for this report), we seem to have found that is just one element in a total life
style. Among the disproportionately high user fgroup, that life style is at least

partly characterized by a relatively high level o media consumption and a rela-
tively high level of activism in the community.

Effects of experience with erotic materials

Two percent of the population spontaneously mention concern about erotic
materials as a serious probfem, which positions it as less of an issue than some 13
other issues volunteered as serious problems by the public.

The “effects” of experience with erotic materials which are most frequentl
agreed upon as, in fact, effects, are that erotic materials lead to sexual arousai
provide information, are entertaining, and lead to a breakdown of morals.

In terms of the effects of erotica that people think have been operative on

them personally, the one most often indicated is that erotic materials provide
information.

Amount of experience with erotic materials does not appear to be related to
reported degree of satisfaction with marriage or sex life. However, “liberal” sex
attitudes and amount of experience with erotic materials do seem to be related.

Control over the availability of erotic materials

A majority of people approve of the availability of erotic materials for in-home
consumption by adults. Nearly everyone is against erotic depictions on television.
Between these two boundary points are many shades of feeling about the avail-
ability of sexual materials, with opinions differing as a function of the medium,
the age range of potential consumers, and the presumed effects of such materials.

Overall, public sentiment is more on the side of restriction than on the side of
availablility. |

The consensus seems clear in some respects. People favor controls over avail-

ability as follows:

No erotic depictions on television, whether as entertainment or as part of the
story.

No erotic materials available, should it be demonstrated that these have harm-
ful effects on people.

No erotic materials readily available to young people.



Two observations on attitudes toward the availability of erotica may help the
reader to interpret the findings. First, the people who are most inclined to limit
the availability of erotica include a disproportionate number who have never
experienced any erotic depictions. Second, people who are most inclined to limit

the availability of erotica are also most inclined to limit public criticism of God,
government, and the police.

Other findings

Most people believe that parents, especially mothers, are the best source of
sex information for boys and girls. On the other hand, most men and most
adolescents actually got sex information predominantly from friends of about the

same age. Women remember turning to their mothers for such information more
than to other sources.

A majority of adults favor the idea of sex education in public schools.



EXPERIENCE WITH EROTIC MATERIALS

Summary

A very high proportion of both men and women report experience with erotica at
some time during their lives.

The typical adult’s experience with erotic depictions is infrequent: about once a
year. The incidence is higher for adolescents.

Sexual intercourse (real or simulated) is the most often reported depiction.
Movies are the main medium in which people have seen erotic depictions recently.

About 1 man in 6 and 1 woman in 20 have seen one or more stag movies or
skinflicks within the past two years.

Respondents name as “pornographic” a wide variety of magazines, books, and
films. Some of these are well-publicized, popular items. Others have titles which
suggest that they do focus on erotica.

“Friends” are the predominant source of erotic depictions in visual form.
Curiously, more people get such items from friends than share them with friends.

Seeing erotic films is mainly a social activity. Women are likely to have seen sucn
films with their spouses, men with friends of the same sex.

The people who have had the largest amount of experience with erotica during
the past two years, also tend to have these characteristics:

They tend to be relatively young (peak period for consumption is 21 to 29 for
men, 18 to 20 for women).

They are disproportionately people with some college training.

They live in the Northeast and in large metropolitan areas.

They are more likely than others to accept principles of freedom of expression
and are more likely than others to have “liberal” sex attitudes.

g

They are heavier consumers of print media and movies than are other people,
and also tend more than others to have taken an active part in expressing
themselves on issues which concern them.



I —

The extent of experience with erotic content

This section describes the extent to which erotic depictions in a variety of
media have become part of the general experience of the population. The data
should be useful not only in additing to an understanding of the size of the
market for erotic content but also as the groundwork for all other sections of this
report.

Throughout the report, we use three terms as though they were synonymous,
and do so to introduce some variety into the text: exposure to erotica, experience
with erotica, and, occasionally, consumption of erotica. The reader should not
look for gradations of experience in these terms as they appear here. At a mini-
mum, what they all have in common is a reference to reported perception of
erotic content.

1. More than 9 out of 10 men and 8 out of 10 women report experience with
erotica at some time during their lives.

This finding is from the question reproduced in Table 1 which asks about
respondent’s age at the time of first experience with erotic materials. More than

90% of men and 80% of women report an age of first experience.
Thus, the sexes have in common a high incidence of experience with some kind

of erotica. The points difference column emphasizes the later age of first
experience for women than for men.

About 3 out of 10 men and one-sixth of the women remember having had
experience with erotica by age 14.

Three-fourths of the men and about half of the women have had experience
with erotic materials by age 20.

Table 1

“Of all the sexual material we have talked about in photo-
graphs, snapshots, cartoons, movies or printed material,
about how old were you when you first saw any of these
things?’”" (Q b4A)

Points
Men Women difference
Number of people 993 1,493
Age
12 or younger 19% 9% 10
13-14 11 8 3
15-17 24 16 8
18-20 20 18 2
21 plus 17 29 -12
Have never seen any 4 13
Don’t know; no answer 5 7

People who have had their first experience with erotic materials at a relatively
young age (12 years old or younger) also tend to share other characteristics.

19% of men and 9% of women have had their first experience with erotic
materials at age 12 or younger.



34% of men and 15% of women in the 21-29 age group at present report such
experience.

25% ot men and 11% of women with college training are in this group.

32% ot men and 15% of women who have had recent exposure to the most
number of erotic depictions are in this group. |

30% of men and 13% of women whose attitudes toward sex are the most liberal
are in this group.

Thus young adults, college-educated people, those with relatively liberal
attitudes toward sex, and people who have experienced the most erotica recently
are all disportionately more likely than others to have had their first experiences
with erotica at a young age. (Recent exposure and sex attitudes are based on
indices developed for this study. The indices and their construction are described
in the Appendix of this report.)

The converse of these findings tends to hold for people whose first exposure to
erotica was relatively later in life (at age 21 or older).

INTRODUCTION TO DEPICTIONS OF EROTIC POSTURES AND ACTS

This section draws on conclusions about erotic content as experienced through
specific media and through depictions of sex organs or erotic acts in visual and
print media in general.

The particular depictions and the question wording which were used in the
interview are described below. The wording of each depiction was developed from
several sources including preliminary group interviews, pretests of the
questionnaires, and suggestions from members of the study team and from
outside consultants. |

The five depictions which were used in the interview are intended to reflect
some of the variety in available erotic materials and some of the range from less to
more exotic. We are conscious of having omitted many possible depictions, some
less exotic, some more exotic and less commonly experienced. Our intent 1s to
provide a sample of depictions that most observers would agree accounts for a
large proportion of what is portrayed in erotic materials in this country.

Visual media
Questions:

“If you are like most of us you may have seen sex portrayed in photographs,
snapshots, cartoons, or movies, Please read through this card and for each item
tell me if you have ever seen photographs, snapshots, cartoons or movies that
show these things. Let’s start with the first one. Have you seen a photograph,

snapshot, cartoon, or movie of it2” (O 14)2

“And have you seen the___item on the card within the past two years, that is,

1968 or 19697” (Q15)

2. When question numbers appear as they do here, they refer to the adult interview. A
number that is keyed to the adolescent interview is followed by (ADOL); a number from the

self-administered questionnaire is followed by (SAQ).




Depictions:
1. Scenes which are mainly for the purpose of showing the sex organs of a man

or a woman,
2. Mouth-sex organ contact between a man and a woman.
3. A man and a woman having (or appearing to have) sexual intercourse.
4. Sexual activities between people of the same sex.
5. Sex activities which include whips, belts, or spankings.

Textual media
Questions:

“Sex also appears in printed materials. These could be stories in books,
magazines, paperback books, or on typewritten pages. Let’s start with the first
item on this card. Tell me if you have ever read all or part of a story which gave
a detailed description of the first item.” (Q 23)

“And have you read a detailed description of the___item within the past two
years, that is, 1968 or 1969?” (Q 24)

Depictions:

1. The sex organs of a2 man or a woman.

2. Mouth-sex organ contact between a man and a woman.
3. A man and a woman having sexual intercourse.

4. Sexual activities between people of the same sex.
5. Sex activities which include whips, belts, or spankings

2. Substantial proportions of people of both sexes report having experienced
one or more visual or textual erotic depictions at some time.

Table 2 shows that 84% of men, 69% of women, 91% of adolescent boys, and
88% of adolescent girls remember seeing or reading materials that included at least
one of the erotic depictions in the list.

Table 2

Number of visual plus textual erotic depictions reported as ever having seen or read. (Q 14,
23;Q2,12 ADOL)

Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls

Number of people 993 1,493 361 408

No erotic depictions 14% 32% 8% 10%

1-2 18 27 15 23

3-4 18 19 27 20

5-6 ‘ 19 84 12 69 19 91 24 88
7-8 14 7 17 13

9-10 15 4 13 8

Note: Although somewhat inappropriate, we use the terms “’boys’’ and ‘girls” in referring to the
adolescent sample in order to keep the distinction between adolescents and adults.

The adolescent interview included only a fraction of the questions that were asked of adults. Whenever
relevant data from adolescent interviews were available, they have been included.

And last, the sample includes only boys and girls living at home, and leaves out household members age
15-20 away at school, in the Armed Forces, etc.
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Adult women are less likely than any of the other groups’ to have had
experience with erotica during their lives. However, adolescent girls are about as
likely as boys or men to have had some exposure to erotic materials.

Because films, books, and magazines which portray sex activity typically
include more than one type of behavior, people who report experience with
several depictions might have had that experience from one source at one time or
might be referring to experience with several sources at different times. For that

reason we do not try to analyze the combined depiction data beyond the fact of
no experience/some experience.

Notice from Table 1 that about 90% of men and 80% of women give us an age
at which they first experienced erotic materials. However, from Table 2 we see
that 14% of men and 32% of women report no experience with any of the visual
or textual depictions. Why should there be this decrepancy?

First, the data on age of first exposure are from a question asked much later in
the interview than are the questions on depictions. Reminders of other
opportunities for exposure via direct mail, stag movies, and skinflicks are
presented after the depiction questions but before the age of first experience
question. So the age of first exposure question could encompass a more
complete recollection than the depiction questions.

Second, for some people, it may be easy to remember a first encounter with
erotica, but hard to remember what the content of it was in terms of

depictions.

Third, and seemingly unlikely, some people may have had experience with
erotic materials that does not fit any of the five depiction categories.

Last, definitions of erotica vary considerably within the population. For
example, 34% of women age 60 or older say that they have seen erotic scenes
on television.

Thus, our conclusion is that the age of first exposure question is very likely a
more accurate gauge of the incidence of experience with erotica than are the

separate depiction questions.

Both men and boys tend to have had somewhat more overall experience with
visual than with textual depictions; the same is true of women and girls. The
pattern is that of modest difference in reported exposure to erotica in visual as
compared with textual media.

As reflected in Tables 3 and 4, 80% of men have had some exposure to visual
erotica and 69% of men to textual erotica. The data for women show that slightly
over half report some exposure to either visual (53%) or textual (50%) depictions.

A higher proportion of boys (87%) than of men (80%) report some exposure to
visual erotica; the difference between boys and men is in the same direction for

“exposure to textual erotica (80% of boys; 69% of men).
Girls are far more likely than women to have had experience with either visual
or textual erotic depictions; just over half of the women have experience with

depictions in either type of media, whereas such experience 1s reported by at least
three-fourths of the girls.
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Table 3

Number of visual erotic depictions reported as ever seen. (Q 14;Q 2 ADOL)

Adults Adolescents

Men Women Boys Girls
Number of people 993 1,493 361 408
No erotic depictions 21% 47% 14% 20%
1 14 21 16 21
2 17 15 24 23
3 15 80 8 53 17 87 18 80
4 16 6 17 12
5 18 3 13 6
Table 4

Number of textual erotic depictions reported as ever read. (Q 23;Q 12 ADOL)

Adults Adolescents

Men Women Boys Girls
Number of people 993 1,493 361 408
No erotic depictions 31% 49% 21% 22%
1 15 14 15 18
2 13 | 13 18 17
3 12 )69 9 )50 17 80 18 78
4 12 6 15 16
5 17 8 15 9

3. The typical adult’s experience with specific erotic depictions is infrequent—
only around once a year. Among adolescents, experience is more frequent.?

Among adults who report having seen one or more specific erotic depictions
during the past two years, nearly halt of men and 6 women in 10 recall having
seen such materials only once or twice during the past two years. Adolescents,
however, report considerably more frequent experience with erotica than adults
(Table 5).

Among adults who have had experience with erotic materials, only around 1
man in 4 and 1 woman in 7 report having had such experiences six or more times
during the past two years. A higher proportion of adolescents—3 in 10 among
both boys and girls—report this degree of experience.

4. The most frequently reported depictions in recent experience are those of
sex organs or real or simulated intercourse.

Visual or textual depictions of both intercourse and sex organs are mentioned
by a high proportion of men and women compared with the percent who indicate
recent exposure to ang of the other depictions. Depictions of bondage type sex

activities (e.g., whips, belts, spankings) have been experienced the least by either
sex (Table 6).

-

3. From this point on, all data in this section are for “recent” experience, which for this
study means the past two years.
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Table 5

“During the past two years, about how many different times have you seen photographs, snap-
shots, cartoons or movies of item (type of depiction) on this card?”” (Q 16; Q 5 ADOL) (Asked
of those who say they have seen one or more depictions in the past two years)

Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls
Number of people 534 583 293 295
1-2 times 46% 61% 27% 42%
3-5 times 21 19 35 25
6 or more times 26 14 32 29
Don’t remember:
no answer 6 6 6 3

Note: Reduced percentage base for this table. People who have seen one or more depictions in the past
two years = 100%. |

Table 6
Recent experience with visual and textual depictions of erotica.
(Q 15, 24)
Men (993) Woman (1493)
Visual Textual Visual Textual

Intercourse 40% 37% 26% 27%
Sex organs showing 40% 27% 23% 20%
Activities with

same sex 22% 21% 12% 16%
Oral sex 22% 20% 9% 11%
Whips, belts 12% 15% 5% 9%

Note: Recent experience with each depiction was asked of peopie who
previously had indicated experience at some time with the depiction.

The figures above are percentages. They show the percent of all men
and of all women who report recent experience with each depiction. The
table is a partial table in that it does not show the “No’’ and the “"Don’t
remember’’ responses for each depiction.

One datum, of course, that should not be overlooked, is the difference between
the sexes in incidence of recent exposure to erotic materials. A much smaller
proportion of women than men have had recent exposure to depictions in either

medium.
Adolescent testimony reveals a somewhat different set of exposure patterns to

erotic stimuli than was presented for adults.

Boys are more likely than girls to experience depictions in the visual media (as
is true with men compared to women).

However, about the same proportion of girls as boys have had recent
experience with erotica in textual form.

In comparing Table 7 with Table 6 we see that boys have a higher incidence of
experience with visual or textual erotica than do adult men, and girls far more
than do adult women.

The following two tables compare the recent experience with erotic materials
of boys and girls with that of their counterparts in the 21 to 29 age group, the
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Table 7

Recent experience of adolescents with visual and textual depic-
tions of erotica. (Q 4;Q 14 ADOL)

Boys (361) Girls (408)
Visual Textual Visual Textual

Sex organs showing 59% 45% 44% 43%
Intercourse 48% 53% 39% 50%
Oral sex 44% 37% 36% 34%
Activities with

same sex 37% 35% 34% 33%
Whips, belts 25% 18% 20% 16%

Note: The figures above show the percent of all boys and of all girls
who report recent experience with each depiction,

youngest age category of adults, and incidentally, the adult age group that has had
the largest amount of recent experience with erotic depictions of any adult age

category .

Tables 8 and 9 are included here because they reflect the peak period of

exposure to depictions, which for both sexes spans the period of late adolescence
through about age 30.

Table 8

Comparison of recent experience with erotic depictions of men age 21-29 with boys ages
18-20 and 15-17.

Visual Textual

Men Boys Boys Men Boys Boys

21-29 18-20 15-17 21-29 18-20 15-17
Number of people 251 122 237 251 122 237
Intercourse 65% 57% 43% 61% 58% 51%
Sex organs showing 62% 55% 61% 48% 45% 45%
Activities with

same sex 48% 45% 31% 35% 35% 35%

Oral sex 44% 43% 43% 38% 38% 37%
Whips, belts 26% 30% 22% 24% 22% 16%
Table 9

Comparison of recent experience with erotic depictions of women age 21-29 with girls
age 18-20 and 15-17.

Visual Textual

Women Girls Girls Women Girls Girls

21-29 18-20 15-17 21-29 18-20 15-17
Number of people 348 173 235 348 173 235
Intercourse 52% 52% 28% 44% 55% 47%
Sex organs showing 40% 52% 38% 33% 43% 43%
Activities with

same sex 31% 46% 25% 29% 35% 31%

Oral sex 19% 32% 39% 19% 30% 37%
Whips, beits 13% 21% 18% 15% 15% 18%
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Although this finding is not completely consistent for all depictions, among
males it appears that recent exposure to erotic depictions Increases 1nto
adulthood, so that men 21 to 29 have more experience with sexual materials than
younger men do.

Again, taken as a finding which is suggested rather strongly, it appears that
among females there is more experience with erotica among 18 to 20 year olds
than among the 21 to 29 group.

5. Movies represent the main medium in which people have seen specific erotic
depictions.

Based on their testimony regarding the “most recent” experience (see Table
10), about 4 adults in 10 (among those who report seeing specific depictions)
name a movie as the source. Around 1 person in 4 in this same group reports that
a magazine was the most recent source, and around 1 in 10 mentions either a
book or various pictorial materials (pictures, cards, cartoons, etc.).

Table 10

“Let’s take the most recent time you saw a photograph, snap-
shot, cartoon or movie of item (type of depiction) on the card.
Was it in a book, a magazine, a movie or what?” (Q 17; Q 6
ADOL) (Asked only of those who say they have seen one or more

depictions)
Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls

Number of people 534 583 293 295
Movie 37% 47% 48% 68%
Magazine 30 21 35 14
Book 12 10 12 12
Picture/set of pic- 13

tures/card/cartoon 13 8 3 5
Television 1 5 1 *
Underground paper 1 % 0 0
Other answers 6 8 1 %
Don’t remember;

no answer 2 1 i *

* Less than 0.5%.

Note: Reduced percentage base for this table. People who say they
have seen one or more depictions = 100%.

Women are somewhat more likely than men to report that their most recent

experience with erotica was through a movie, while men are more likely than
women to mention a magazine as the place where they saw an erotic depiction.
The general pattern of response by adolescents on this question is similar to

that of adults, with these exceptions:

Both boys and girls are more likely than men and women to name a movie as
the medium of their most recent viewing of an erotic depiction.

Women name magazines 2s the most recent source somewhat more frequently
than giris.
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Men are more likely than boys to cite pictorial materials (cards, picture sets,
cartoons, etc.).

Note that some people—mostly women—name television as a source of the
most recent exposure to erotic material. Interestingly, the bulk of the testimony
on this point comes from women 60 years and over. Of the 45 women in this age
group who report having seen an erotic depiction within the past two years, 34%
name television as the medium of most recent experience.

Since most people would agree that commercial television offers relatively little
erotic fare o(P the kind discussed or referred to in most of this study, the
substantial proportion of elderly women who connect television with sexual
materials are almost certainly applying a standard of what constitutes erotica that
other and younger observers might find inappropriate.

6. A larger proportion of people have had experience with stag or party movies
than with “skinflicks.”

Although motion pictures were asked about as part of the series on visual
depictions, there are also data for adults on whether they had ever experienced
two types of movies: stag or party movies and skinflicks (Table 11).

Approximately 4 men in 10 and 1 woman in 10 remember seeing a stag or
party movie (Table 12).

Notice the lower incidence of experience with skinflicks than with stag movies.
Skinflicks have been on the scene For a much shorter time than have stag films,
which may explain why only about one-quarter of men and fewer than 10% of
women report having seen them. Another possibility is that the term “skinflick”
and the rest of the description of the type left some respondents uncertain about
what was meant.

The notion that the recency of the availability of skinflicks is what accounts
for the fact that fewer people have seen them than stag movies is borne out by
comparing reports of people in varying age categories. Table 13 shows that
experience with stag movies (either sex) drops off only slightly between the
youngest age category and the next older one. However, experience with

Table 11

“There are some movies called stag movies or
party movies. These are not shown in regular
theaters, but are shown at private homes or pri-
vate parties or at club meetings. Have you ever
seen stag movies or party movies of this kind?"”

(Q 44)
Men Women

Number of people 993 1,493
Yes, have seen stag

movies 44% 9%
No, have not seen 55 90
Don't remember;

no answer 1 1
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Table 12

“Nearly every city has one or more theaters
that specialize in showing movies that feature a
lot of nudity and suggestions of sexual activity.
These movies are sometimes called ‘‘skinflicks."”
Have you ever seen these kinds of films?’

(Q 45)
Men Women
Number of people 993 1,493
Yes, have seen skinflicks 23% 7%
No, have not seen 75 91
Don’'t remember;
no answer 2 2
Table 13
Age category of respondent
21-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60 plus
Number of men 251 203 198 138 195
Yes, have seen
stag movie 54% 55% 44% 43% 27%
Yes, have seen
skinflick 49% 28% 22% 12% 6%
Number of women 348 282 301 240 308
Yes, have seen
stag movie 17% 12% 13% 5% 1%
Yes, have seen
skinflick 15% 10% 6% 4% 1%

skinflicks shows a much more marked gap between the youngest age category and
the next older one.4

Also note that there is not much difference between the proportion of men
in the youngest adult age group who have seen stag films compared with
skintlicks. Among women in the youngest age group, there is virtually no
difference between the proportion who have experienced each type of movie.
Older age groups of both sexes show more marked differences in experience
between these two types.

The data suggest that the overall difference in exposure to these two types of
erotic movies may be attributable largely to the recent availability of skinflicks.

4. The study corroborates other data which indicate that the audience for motion pictures of
all kinds tends to be relatively young. During the four weeks before the day they were
interviewed, 24% of all men went to the movies at least once (but 49% of men 21 to 29 years of
age did so); 21% of all women went to the movies at least once (but 38% of women 21 to 29

years old did so).
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About half of the men and about one-seventh of the women have had
experience with either a stag movie or a skinflick (or both) (Table 14).

Table 14

“About how many different times have you seen
skinflicks, stag or party movies?”’ (Q 46) (Asked of
people who say ““Yes' or ““Think so” on Q 44 or 45)

Have seen either
or both
stag movie, skinflick

Men Women
Number of people 993 1,493
Percent ever seen either
or both 50% 14%
Number of times ever exposed:
1-2 18% 8%
3-5 9 2
© or more 13 1
Don’t know: no answer 10 3

About 1 man in 6 and 1 woman in 20 report experience with an erotic film in
the recent past (Table 15).

Table 15

“In the past two years or so, about how many skin-
flicks, stag or party movies have you seen?”’ (Q 47)
(Asked of people who say “Yes” or “Think so™ on

Q 44 or 45)
Seen during the past
two years
Men Women
Number of people 993 1,493
Percent ever seen either
or both 50% 14%
Number of times exposed
In past two years:
No times 26% 5%
1-2 11 4
3 or more 5 1
Don’t know: no answer 9 3

7. As might be expected, people who are the more likely consumers of erotic
materials also know where to find them.

Another section of the report analyzes characteristics of people who report
recent exposure to erotica. The same pattern of characteristics of the people
having more experience with erotic materials is also reflected in Tables 16 and 17.
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First, as anticipated, people who have had more experience with sexual

materials recently can recall more readily than others a source of supply.

Table 16

Recent experience with erotica*

None Some Most
Know of a store that
sells erotica (Q 31):
Men (993) 14% 34% 55%
Women (1,493) 11% 22% 36%

*Based on an index of exposure developed for this study. See the
Appendix for details of how the index was constructed.

Table 17

“Do you know of a store or bookshop or a section of a bookshop
which specializes in books, magazines, films, or photographs that
show sexual activity?”’ (Q 31)

Number Don’t know;
of people Yes No no answer

Men 993 31% 67 1
Women 1,493 18% 80
Men:

21-29 251 46% 53 1

30-39 203 36% 61 2

40-49 198 33% 66 1

50-59 138 25% 79 1

60 plus 195 19% 79 1
Women:

21-29 348 26% 73 1

30-39 282 20% 77 3

40-49 301 18% 81 1

50-59 240 17% 81 2

60 plus 308 10% 85 5
Men:

8th grade 197 16% 83 1

High school 441 31% 67 2

College 347 43% 56 1
Women:

8th grade 251 10% 85 5

High school 808 17% 81 3

College 425 25% 73 1

Thus, 14% of men with no recent exposure to erotic materials know of a store
that sells them, but 55% of men in the “most” exposure group know of a retail

SOUurce.
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Table 17 shows that for both men and women, the younger age group and the
higher the level of education, the more likely is the person to know of a source of

erotic material. |
With respect to a follow-up question, “Is that located near where you live,

work or shop?” (Q32), 20% of men and 9% of women answer in the affirmative.

MAGAZINES, BOOKS, AND FILMS THAT RESPONDENTS THINK OF AS PORNOGRAPHIC

The key point that this section documents is that there are a variety of trade
books, mass circulation magazines, and films intended for regular movie circuits
which at least a few respondents name as pornographic.

To help make that point, we group 1in this section the only questions which
include the concept of “pornography” rather than discussing the findings in
connection with each of the media.

8. Comparatively few adults report having seen a movie they regard as
“pornographic’ during the past year.

About 1 adult in 6 (slightly more men than women) reports having seen such a
movie (Table 18).

Table 18

“Some of the things we have talked about are described by
some people as ‘pornographic.” During the past year, have
you seen a movie which you regarded as pornographic?”

(Q 72)

All

adults Men Women
Number of people 2,486 993 1,493
Yes 15% 17% 13%
No 83 81 85
Not sure; no answer 2 3 2

As reported earlier, 16% of men say they have seen a stag movie and/or
skinflick within the past two years. The figure for women is 5%. Obviously, and as
reflected in the following data, there are films which women consider to be
pronographic aside from stag films or skinflicks.

The 15% of adults who identified as pornographic a movie they had seen within
the past year named 87 ditferent films as being in that category. About one-third
of the men and one-sixth of the women who reported a pornographic movie did
not remember the title.

Here are examples of regular circuit movies named as pornographic. In the
parenthesis after a title, an M or a W indicates that at least (and usually no more

than about) 1% of men and/or women named the movie. Other titles are less
often named.
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Alice’s Restaurant | ‘Goodbye Columbus

A Man and a Woman The Graduate

- Barbarella I Am Curious (Yellow) (M,W) -
Blow-Up I, A Woman (W)
Bob & Carol & Ted & Alice I, A Woman Part II
Bonnie & Clyde The Killing of Sister George
Butch Cassidy and the Midnight Cowboy (M,W)

Sundance Kid Paint Your Wagon

~ Cactus Flower Rosemary’s Baby

- Candy Suddenly Last Summer

. Easy Rider

A number of other films with less recognizable titles were also mentioned,

which might more likely fall into the skinflick or stag movie category. These
included:

The Ape Man Office Loving

Babes in the Woods Papa Goes A-Hunting
Crazy, Wild, Crazy Romeo & Juliet’s Sex Life
The Degenerates Starless Night

Fannie Hill (M) Temporary Wives

The First Time The Village Bull

Hot Spur Vixen (M)

Libertine

9. Reported exposure to “pornographic” books is about at the same level as
exposure to ‘‘pornographic” movies.

About the same proportion of men and women—around 1 in 8—say they have
read a “pornographic’’ book within the past year (Table 19).

Table 19

“During the past year, have you read a book which you
regarded as pornographic?” (Q 74)

All

adults Men Women
Number of people 2,486 993 1,493
Yes 13% 14% 12%
No _ 85 84 86
Not sure; no answer 3 2 3

The “pornographic” books which people report having read appear to us to
include a higher proportion with explicit erotic depictions than is true of the
“pornographic” movies or magazines to which people report exposure.

" About half the men and one-third of the women who reported reading a
pronographic book did not recall the title. Nearly 100 different book titles were
mentioned by respondents as “pornographic.” An M or W indicates that at least
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(and usually no more than about) 1% of men or of women name the book. Other
titles are named less often. Some of the books mentioned as pornographic—but
comparatively fewer than in the case of movies and magazines—are books in
which sex is presumably presented as a part of the plot development rather than
purely for entertainment. Such books include: |

The Arrangement The Love Machine

The Carpetbaggers Myra Breckenridge

The Godfather Peyton Place

Hotel Portnoy’s Complaint (M,W)
Justine Valley of The Dolls (W)
Couples |

Substantially more titles are mentioned of books which probably have sex as
the central theme, such as:

A Crowded Bed Lust on a Slag Heap
- Bedrooms Have Windows The Odd Cult

The Chinese Organ Orgy Inspector
Daddy’s Girl Phi Beta Fanny
Doctors’ Wives Queer Trap
Double-Up The Story of O
House of Lust Swap ~
Lash With Lips and Tongue

10. Men are

twice as likely as women to report exposure to “pornographic”’

magazines within the past year.

Twice the proportion of men as women—28% versus 14%—say they have seen
or read a magazine during the past year which they considered to be pornographic

(Table 20).

Table 20

“During the past year, have you seen or read a magazine
which you regarded as pornographic?’’ (Q 73)

All

adults Men Women
Number of people 2,486 993 1,493
Yes 20% 28% 14%
No 77 69 84
Not sure;: no answer 3 3 2

Reported exposure to magazines labeled “pronographic” is thus somewhat
higher among men than exposure to movies considered pornographic.

Among magazines, the highest proportion in agreement about an individual
title is found in the 5% of men and 4% of women who think of Playboy as

pornographic.
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For women, reported exposure to all three types of pornography (movies,
magazines, books) is about the same. For men, exposure to pornographic

rznla)gazines is substantially higher than for pornographic books or movies (Table

Table 21
Reported exposure to “pornographic’’ media (Q 72, 73, 74)

Have seen during the

past year
All
adults Men Women
Number of people 2,486 993 1,493
Movies 15% 17% 13%
Magazines 20% 28% 14%
Books 13% 14% 12%

As with movies, people characterize a wide range of magazines as ‘“‘por-
nographic.” About half the men and one-third of the women who claimed to have
seen a pornographic magazine during the past year were unable to recall the title.
An M or W indicates that at least (and usually no more than about) 1% of men or
of women name the magazine. Other titles were named less often.

Among the approximately 70 different magazine titles which were mentioned,
a substantial number were general or special interest magazines of wide
distribution, including:

Confidential McCall’s
Cosmopolitan Playboy (M,W)
Esquire (W) Psychology Today
Good Housekeeping Reader’s Digest
Ladies Home Journal Sunset

Life (W) True

Look (W) Vogue

On the other hand, a number of other publications were mentioned which
appear, from their names, to be more specifically oriented toward erotica.

Berkeley Barb (M) Nude Delights
Closeup Pussy Willow
Cupcake Screw

Eye Opener Sex and the Sixties
Fun in the Sun The Sinner’s Trap
Garter Girls Sunlore

Midnight

As with movies, then, the range of content embodied in what different people
consider pornographic appears to be extremely wide. '
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Circumstances of exposure to erotic materials

In the “yes” column for question 15 (which of five visual depictions seen in
past two years) and for question 24 (same but for depictions in text form) an “X”
was randomly assigned to the cell representing one of the five depictions.
Interviewer instructions explained how to use the position of this “X” to
determine which of the five depictions to use as a referent for several questions
about the most recent exposure to that depiction. Questions are:

Medium in which experienced (Q 17, 26)

Specifics of where experienced (Q 18—no
comparable question for text)

How obtained (Q 19, 20, 27, 28)
To whom, if anyone, it was shown (Q 21, 29)

Thus, each respondent who had reported exposure to at least one visual
depiction testified about circumstances of exposure to one depiction. If the
respondent reported exposure to two or more depictions, he or she was asked
these questions about only one of the depictions, as selected by the technique
noted above. The same procedure obtained for the textual depictions. Questions
about erotic movies overlap with but are not identical to the questions about
visual or textual depictions.

On the following pages, first we provide combined data for all depictions, since
each respondent who testified was asked about only one visual and one textual
depiction. Then, we examine the circumstances of exposure separately by the
medium in which the depiction appeared.

Adolescents were asked only about visual depictions, which explains why data
for adolescents are on only some pages.

11. Both adults’ and adolescents’ typical experience with visual erotic
materials® has been in a movie theater.

Note especially the high proportion of boys and girls whose most recent
experience with erotica was in a movie theater (Table 22).

The respondent’s house, or a friend’s house, is also a frequently named place
for experience with erotic materials. For adolescents, school is another place for
exposure to erotic materials.

Note that comparatively few of either adults or adolescents mention a
newsstand or bookstore as the place where erotic materials were most recently
~seen. This could suggest that there are fewer “buyers” of erotic materials than
“consumers”; the findings suggest a high “pass along” audience.

Few people say they buy visual erotic materials in comparison to those who
experience visual erotica in a social context or have erotic materials given to them.

Only about 1 person in 20 among men, women, boys, and girls who have recent
experience with visual erotic materials say that their most recent experience came
as a result of purchasing a particular piece of erotica. Much more often the erotic

materials were given to respondents or they were seen in a house, at school, or at
work (Table 23).

————

5. Combined data, all five visual depictions.
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Table 22

“Please use this card to tell me more about where you saw this the
most recent time. If you're not sure, just give me your best recollec-
tion.” (Q 18; Q 7 ADOL) (Asked only of those who say they have
seen one or more visual depictions in the past two years)

Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls

Number of people 534 583 293 295
Movie theater 29% 41% 43% 62%
At a friend’s

house 10 12 18 9
My own house 8 19 7 7
Newsstand or drug

store 8 3 5 3
Television 9 9 2 4
In an advertisement 5 4 3 1
Bookstore 4 2 3 2
At a party 3 1 3 1
At school 1 " 12 6
On a wall (lavatory

or other) 1 1 0 *
Other answers 24 7 3 2
Don’t remember; no

answer 3 1 1 1

* Less than 0.5%.

Note: Reduced percentage base for this table. People who say they have
seen one or more visual depictions in the past two years = 100%.

Table 23

“The most recent time you saw (visual depiction mentioned) did you
buy it, borrow it, get it free, or just see it someplace, or what?"’
(Q 19; Q 8 ADOL) (Asked only of those who say they have seen one
or more visual depictions in the past two years somewhere other than
in @ movie theater or on television)

Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls

Number of people
who have seen a vis-

ual depiction in the
past two years = 100% 534 583 293 295

Percent who most
recently saw a visual
depiction somewhere
other than in a movie

theater or on tele-
vision 67% 50% 54% 34%
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Table 23 (Continued)

Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls

Got it free, or was

given to me 16% 15% 9% 4%
Saw it at school

or work 15 4 12 6
Saw it in a house 1 12 13 9
Saw it someplace 8 4 3 3
Saw at news-

stand or book-

store 8 4 6 3
Bought it 5 6 5 4
Borrowed it 3 2 3 5
Library * 0 0 ¥
Other sources * T * 0
Don’t remem-

ber; no

answer 2 2 3 1

*Less than 0.5%.

Note: Reduced percentage base for this table. People who say they have
seen a visual depiction of erotica in the past two years = 100%.

The predominant source of visual erotic depictions is “friends.”

Considerably more respondents say they obtained the visual erotic materials
seen most recently from friends than say they obtained such materials from a
bookstore, newsstand, drugstore, or through the mail.

Note also that few of those with recent experience with visual erotic depcitions |
refer to other family members (spouse, parent, brother, or sister) as the source.

It is probably reasonable to conclude that visual erotic materials are obtained
and consumed primarily in a social context and that there is. a considerable
“secondary market” for them. Not a great deal of the erotica (of the kind that
could be consumed in the home) seems to be purchased by the individual who

consumes it (newsstand plus bookstore plus magazine subscription: men 14%:
women 8%; boys 11%; girls 7%) (Table 24).

Table 24

“Thinking of the item we have just been talking about, which of the
ways shown on the card did you get it?”” (Q 20: Q 9 ADOL) (Asked
only of those who say they have seen one or more visual depictions in
the past two years somewhere other than in a movie theater or on

television)
Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls
Number of people
who have seen a vis-
ual depiction in the
past two years = 100% 534 583 293 295
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Table 24 (Continued)

Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls
Percent who most
recently saw a visual
depiction somewhere
other than in a movie
theater or on tele-
vision 67% 50% 54% 34%
From a friend 26% 18% 28% 12%
From a newsstand
or drugstore 9 3 6 3
Came in the mail
without my
asking for it 4 5 1 X
From a bookstore 3 1 2 2
It was in a maga-
zine | sub-
scribe to 2 4 3 2
From someone
| didn't know 2 1 2 1
Sent away for it * » 0 .
From spouse " 3 0 2
From a parent 0 4 2 2
From a brother
or sister 0 * e 1
Other answers 12 7 4 3
Don’t remember;
no answer 7 6 6 7

*Less than 0.5%.

Note: Reduced percentage base for this table. People who say they have
seen a visual depiction of erotica in the past two years = 100%.

This next finding is not logically consistent. A comparison of Table 24 with
Table 25 suggests that people get visual erotica from friends, but in turn are not as
likely to pass it on to friends. For example, Table 26, which applies only to boys
and girls (who tend more than men and women to say they passed visual erotica
along to someone else), shows from whom erotica was obtained and to whom it

was passed along.

Table 25

“Who, if anyone, did you show or give it to?”’ (Q 21; Q 10 ADOL)
(Asked only of those who say they have seen one or more visual
depictions in the past two years somewhere other than in a movie

theater or on television)

Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls
Number of people
who have seen a vis-
ual depiction in the
past two years = 100% 534 583 293 295
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Table 25 (Continued)

Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls
Percent who most
recently saw a visual
depiction somewhere
other than in a movie
theater or on tele-
vision 67% 50% 54% 34%
No one 44% 29% 35% 18%
Male friend or
friends 7 1 10
Spouse 4 8 0 S
Female friend
or friends 2 3 1 4
Mother v - 1 2
Brother e 2 2 1
Father 0 o 1 0
Sister 0 " v 2
Other answers 2 4 1 ¥
Don’t remember:
no answer 10 7 7 7

*Less than 0.5%.

Note: Reduced percentage base for this table. People who say they have
seen a visual depiction of erotica in the past two years = 100%.

Table 26
Boys Girls
Obtained Showed or Obtained Showed or
from gave to from gave to
Communications
link:*
Friend 28% 11% 12% 5%
Parent or sibling 2% 4% 3% 5%

*Example of how to read table—28% of boys obtained the item of
visual erotica from a friend, but only 11% showed or gave the item to a
friend.

After sifting several alternative hypotheses to explain this state of affairs, we
think that just one likely explanation is that people (including adults although the
comparisons are not shown here) tend to remember getting erotic materials—
because of the anticipation of experiencing them—more than they remember
showing or giving erotic materials to someone else.

12. Books represent by far the most frequently mentioned source of experience
with erotic depictions in text form.

Between two-thirds and three-quarters of those who have recently experienced
textual depictions say these were read in a book.
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The only other source mentioned by more than a handful of respondents is
magazines—by between 2 and 3 respondents in 10 (Table 27).

Table 27

“Let’s take the most recent story you read that described
(textual depiction) in detail. Was this story in a book, a maga-
zine, on typewritten sheets or what?” (Q 26; Q 16 ADOL)
(Asked only of those who say they have read one or more
textual depictions in the past two years)

Adults Adolescents
Men Women Boys Girls
Number of people 444 528 242 283
Book 65% 71% 66% 75%
Magazine 27 25 31 22
Typewritten sheet 4 2 1 1
Underground newspaper n 0 = ¥
Other answers 3 1 - *
Don’t remember; no
answer 2 S 1 2

*Less than 0.5%.

Note: Reduced percentagé base for this table. People who say they
have read a textual depiction of erotica in the past two years = 100%.

There is no one predominant way in which the most recently experienced
textual depictions were obtained. About equal proportions of men and women
say they either bought, borrowed, or were given the literature in which such
depictions were contained (Table 28).

Table 28

“The most recent story you read which gave a detailed
description of (textual depiction), did you buy it, borrow
it, or get it free or did you just read it someplace, or what?"’
(Q 27) (Asked only of those who say they have read one
or more textual depictions in the past two years)

Men Women
Number of people 444 528
Got it free, or was given to me 27% 25%
Bought it 26 30
Borrowed it 26 31
Read it someplace 4 4
Read at newsstand or bookstore 4 1
Read at school or work 4 1
Read in a house 3 4
Read in library . 1
Other answers R 0
Don’t remember; no answer 5 4

*Less than 0.5%.

Note: Reduced percentage base for this table. People who say
they have read a textual depiction of erotica in the past two years =

100%.
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As with visual depictions, most material containing textual depictions is
obtained from “friends” (Table 29). While some adults—both men and women—
say they obtained the material containing textual depictions from a bookstore,
newsstand, or drugstore, the way such materials are most often obtained is simpl
“from a friend.” Comparatively few men report having obtained such materiaf;
from family members, either spouse, parents, brother, or sister. At least some
women, however, say they obtained materials containing textual depictions from
either a parent or a spouse. Also note that very few people who have recently
experienced textual depictions say they sent away for such materials.

Table 29

“Thinking of the item we have just been talking about,
which of the ways shown on the card did you get it?”
(Q 28) (Asked only of those who say they have read one or
more textual depictions in the past two years)

Men Women
Number of people 444 528
From a friend 44% 35%
From a bookstore 14 10
From a newsstand or drugstore 8 11
It was in a magazine | subscribe to 4 8
From someone | didn’'t know 3 1
It came in the mail without my
asking for it 2 2
From a parent 2 6
Sent away for it 1 1
From spouse 1 6
From a brother or sister * 3
Other answers 10 10
Don’t remmember: no answer 10 7

*Less than 0.5%.

Note: Reduced percentage base for this table. People who say

they have read a textual depiction of erotica in the past two years =
100%.

As with visual depictions, and most likely for the same reasons, respondents
remember getting the materials containing textual depictions, but are much less
likely to say they passed them on to someone else (Table 30).

Having just reviewed some of the circumstances of exposure for all media
combined, we examine now the data for movies, and in summary form, the data

for magazines, books, and visual stimuli other than movies (such as pictures,
cards, and cartoons).

CIRCUMSTANCES OF EXPOSURE TO EROTIC DEPICTIONS IN MOVIES

With movies we had a choice of data to present. We could show data for movies
as a medium identified for visual depictions. However, we also have a separate
section in the interview which treats stag movies and skinflicks in some detail as a
separate medium. Since both sets of data correspond, and since the stag movie
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and skinflick questions define the medium for the respondent, we use those

findings on the following pages.

Table 30

“Who, if anyone, did you show or give it to?"’ (Q 29)
(Asked only of those who say they have read one or
more textual depictions in the past two years)

Men Women
Number of people 444 528
No one 62% 63%
Spouse 12 14
Male friend or friends 14 4

Female friend or friends 5 12

(Partial table—no other
response more than 3%.)
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