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Foreword

The members of the Commission on Obscenity and Pornography take special
satisfaction in making available these Technical Reports of research undertaken at
the Commission’s request and under the direction of its staff.

These reports are an important part of the Commission’s response to the dircc-
tive from Congress to study and report on (a) constitutional and definitional
problems relating to obscenity contro?s, (b) traffic in and distribution of obscene
and pornographic materials, and (c) effects of such materials, particularly on
youth, and their relationship to crime and other antisocial conduct.

Most of the Technical Reports are original work because, outside of the legal
field, very little research on the questions assigned to the Commission had been
undertaken by anyone prior to the funding of the Commission in the summer of
1968. At appropriate points in these volumes, reference is made to reports of
earlier research, as well as to research projects undertaken independently of the
Commission during the two years of its effective life. Primarily, however, the
Commission found it necessary to rely on the original research reported here.

Although attention will initially focus on the findings and recommendations of
the Commission and its four panels, the research reflected in these Technical
Reports will have greater long-range importance. The findings by the Commission
and its panels are necessarily limited and hurried distillations, and its recom-
mendations are inevitably tempered by the give and take of seeking to reach a
group judgment on a highly controversial subject. The research reported here,
however, was subject to no such limitations and is being made available primarily
for two purposes:

(1) We expect and invite critical examination and appraisal of these reports,
for we have only begun the task of interpreting the wealth of information they
contain.

(2) We hope that the Commission-sponsored research will stimulate and point
the way to further scientific inquiry in this difficult and baffling tield. There arc
still many unanswered questions, and these will require further research with
more refined techniques and instruments.

For the Commission, I wish to express deep appreciation to all the individuals
and teams whose research is reported here. We are most gratetul both tor their
willingness to pioneer in this unexplored and controversial field and for their
shouldering of the burden on such short notice and with such restrictive time
schedules.

[ also wish to express for the Commission our admiration and thanks to Dr. W.
Cody Wilson, our executive director, and his excellent statf. Only through their
valiant and effective efforts in planning and implementing this vast array of highly
diverse research projects, all focusing on specific tasks assigned to the Commis-
sion, was it possible for us to bring our work to a timely completion.

WILLIAM B. LOCKHART
Chairman
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General Preface

Many of the papers in these volumes share two characteristics: a focus on
empirical description and a lack of refinement in presentation. Each of thesc
characteristics is a product of both circumstance and deliberate policy.

The emphasis on empirical description reflects in part the nature of existing
knowledge at the beginning of the Commission’s work. Few empirical observa-
tions had been reported in the literature, and these were not sufficient to provide
cven a tentative description of the phenomena of concern to the Commission, nor
to form the basis for research at a higher level of conceptualization.

The emphasis on empirical description- also reflects the nature of the task
assigned to the Commission. The policy questions posed by the Congress required
primarily empirical description for guidance.

The overall research strategy and the specific research projects were guided,
however, by ideas and concepts from more theoretically developed areas of the
behavioral sciences such as socialization, personality, and social structure. Hope-
fully, the data compiled for purposes of empirical description of the phenomena
of obscenity and pornography will be relevant to theoretical issues in these other
areas.

Some ot the empirical descriptions may appear to many social scientists as
demonstrations of the obvious. This is often the case after an empirical descrip-
tion has been provided. Yet, it is never certain that “obvious’ concepts and
relations are valid until they have been tested empirically. As it turned out, there
were a few surprises to a few people.

The policy implications of the findings of this research program may very well
stir controversy and debate. Because of their crucial importance tor policy discus-
sion and decision, the Commission has presented the basic cmpirica] observations
with a minimum of complex statistical manipulation and conceptual analysis. The
lack of refinement in presentation of several ot the research reports is due in part
to the Commission’s desire to keep very close to the raw data.

Most of the researchers had less than nine months in which to establish a
research team, arrange a research setting, develop measuring instruments, secure
subjects, collect the data, reduce the data, and write a report. In several instances
we are presenting, literally, the first draft of a report.

The Commission staff has refrained from all but very minor editing of these
reports. The observations and interpretations are entirely the authors’. To insure
that ideological standards were not imposed on the results of the reports, the
Commission and its staff have also foregone the prerogative of imposing generally
accepted standards of scientific reporting. To the same end we have also published
all of the research that has been undertaken for us.

Nevertheless, most of the reports in these volumes quite satistactorily reflect
current standards, not only for conducting research but also for reporting on its

results.
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We trust that many of the authors will soon present to the behavioral science
communitf/ reports Eased on these data but directed to more theoretical and
conceptual issues and reflecting a higher degree of refinement of both data and

presentation than has been possible here.

This series of volumes of Technical Reports is a joint effort of the Congress, the
Commission, the Commission staff, the research teams headed by the authors of
the several papers, and the many people who participated in the studies: Congress
posed the general problems, authorized the Commission to contract with com-
petent agencies to conduct research, and provided the necessary funds. The Com-
mission specified the kinds of information that it required and worked closel
with the staff in designing an appropriate research program. The Commission statf
specified the details of the research program and, under the direction and guid-
ance of the Commission, implemented it —partly by undertaking research directly,
but more often by contracting with outside agencies to conduct research. The
authors of the papers accepted responsibility for developing concrete research
arrangements, coﬁecting and analyzing data, and writing reports, all under tremen-
dous time pressure. Several thousand people cooperated in collecting the data and
devoted uncounted hours of time providing the information in these volumes.

On behalt of the Commission, its staff, the authors of the papers, and the
people who read these volumes and make use of the contents, I express deep
appreciation to the Members of Congress who initiated and make possible the
gathering of this information, and to the people who participated in the various
studies and contributed the basic information.

W. CODY WILSON
Executive Director

and Director of Research
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Exposure to Pornography
and Sexual Behavior in
Deviant and Normal Groups

MICHAEL J. GOLDSTEIN1, 2
University of California,
Los Angeles

HAROLD S. KANT

Legal and Behavioral Institute
Los Angeles, California

LEWIS L. JUDD
University of California,
San Diego

CLINTON J. RICE

Community Skills Center
Gardena, California

RICHARD GREEN
University of California,
Los Angeles

The following report describes the second phase of a research project designed
to assess whether relationships exist between experience with pornography and
the development of normal or abnormal sexual behavior. The first phase of the
research was concerned with developing a standardized clinical interview for
surveying both the qualitative and quantitative aspects of an individual’s past and
current use of erotic materials. (A detailed description of the development of the
interview is contained in the initial report to the Commission.)

Because of important moral, social, and legal implications it was surprising to
find such a marked paucity in the literature of studies regarding the effects of
pornography on behavior. It was also surprising to tind that, with a few notable
exceptions, much of what had been reported was complicated by a variety of

methodologi_cal problems.
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In general, most of the previous work focused on defining and quantifying—

using either psychological or physiological parameters—what various groups of
subjects have found to be sexually arousing. Earlier studies were undertaken by

Giedt (1951), Linder (1953), Eliasberg (1962), Byrne and Sheftield (1965),
Goldberg and Milstein (1965), Hess, Seltzer, and Shlien (1965), Jakobovits
(1965), Levitt and Brady (1965), Loiselle and Mollenauer (1965), Levitt and
Hinesley (1967), and McConaghy (1967). These studies contained a number of

interesting trends and consistencies:

1. There is no relationship between one’s past sexual experience a_nd the level

of sexual arousal, except for a very specific sexual experience (for instance,
oral-genital contact, female on male) in which arousal is positively correlated

with past sexual experience.

2. In terms of the content and media of presentation, the available data show
that the erotic valence of photographs is higher than that of drawings and
within each media nude scenes have a higher valence than clothed scenes.

3. Certain personality variables such as authoritarianism or perceptual and
cognitive styles seem to be related to the perception of pornography.

4. In terms of special target groups (sex offenders versus non-sex offenders) it
was observed that sex offenders were more sexually responsive (projected more
sexual themes) to stimuli ranging from obvious sexual scenes to ambiguous
stimuli. Sex offenders’ dreams were of a more sexual nature and, specifically,
had more sex crimes as their themes than those of non-sex offenders.

5. Level of sexual arousal from erotic material was correlated with such factors
as level of education, youthfulness, imaginativeness, and the capacity to

project.

The monumental pioneering work of Kinsey and his group (Kinsey, Pomeroy, &
Martin, 1948; Kinsey, Pomeroy, Martin, & Gebhard, 1953) was extremely helptul
to us in providing valuable insights into many aspects of human sexuality. The
methodology used was valuable because of its primary reliance on interview data.
Despite the extensiveness of the group’s survey of sexual behavior, the use and
effects of erotic material was rather briefly described, as it was not a central focus
of the studies. However, the 1953 study indicated that differences in reported
levels of sexual arousal in males and females could be a product of the explicitness
of the sexual stimuli and of the media used. (Except for this report no other
group has used standardized interviews to gather data on the behavior effects of
contact with pornographic materials.)

Using a standardized clinical interview, this research project was designed to
focus on the relationship between the use of pornography and its influence on
subsequent behavior. It was anticipated that data on experiences with erotic
material could be compared across pertinent subject groups to help clarity what
role, it any, pornography plays in the shaping of sexual behavior.

The data in this report are the results of interviews with a wide variety of
subjects: institutionalized sex offenders, noninstitutionalized sexual deviants,

users ot pornography, and controls (normals) both Caucasian and Black.

2



METHOD

Development of the clinical research instrument

[nitially we directed our efforts on this research project toward developing an
etfective clinical interview schedule that would enable us to assess as accurately as
possible an individual’s experiences with erotic materials. Although the present
report focuses on data that were gathered in the interviews, we felt that a
complete report would require an abbreviated description of the rationale, tech-
niques, and sources used in developing the interview. (A copy of the interview
format is contained in Appendix D.)

The first step was to develop a working model for the interview. The model
naturally served as a guide in the development of the questionnaire, which
examined factors antecedent to exposure to pornographic materials, the exposure
itself, and the results or consequences of this exposure. The interview was
designed as a series of modular sections so that it could be used either in its
entirety or in sections fitted to specific research interests.

In developing the sequence of questions within and between each modular
section, an attempt was made to avoid bias by asking first the most open-ended
questions and later the specific detailed questions. In addition, to reduce defen-
siveness the question sequences moved from questions which were the least per-
sonally threatening to questions which might be more personally threatening and
anxiety provoking.

Organization of the instrument

An introductory statement formed Stage I of the instrument. A significant
amount of attention was devoted to preparing the introductory statement in staff
conferences and in consultation with an advisory committee. It was deemed im-
portant for the interviewer to have some preliminary “ice breaker” but to avoid
any intensification of anxieties by giving too much information or by being too
verbose. The final version of the introductory statement was quite briet and
simply stated that the interviewee would be questioned about experience with
erotic materials, a subject of current importance, and that there were no right or
wrong answers. The interviewee was assured of complete anonymity, and some
indication was given of the amount of time that would be required of him. The
introductory statement was assiduously constructed so as to avoid any indication
that specific results were desired by the interviewer.

Stage II of the instrument covered demographic data. This section was inserted
direct%y after the introductory statement for several reasons. The introductory
“ice breaker’” was made quite brief in the expectation that the questions in Stage
Il concerning demographic data—since they were unemotional in nature—would
further serve to put the subject at ease. It was felt that factual questions of this
nature would help to relax the subject. In addition, the substance of the questions
in Stage Il was quite important in providing the associative data for comparing
and classifying interviewees. Placing this material at the beginning also permitted
the interviewer to obtain information from subjects who might withdraw from

the interview before its completion.



Stage 111 contained direct questions pertaining to experience with pornogra]?hic
materials. The first part of Stage III was a general section. The initial questions
related to the interviewee’s frequency of contact with literature and entertain-
ment media in general. These questions served to give some measure of a
respondent’s general pattern of stimulus-seeking in which erotica would be a
specific case.

The second part of Stage III contained preliminary general questions about
contact with erotic materials during the past year and during preadolescence.
There were several reasons for asking these questions at this point. Concerning the
most recent activities, a commitment was obtained from the interviewee regarding
his exposure before any specific questions were asked that might arouse anxiety
and defensiveness. A few of the questions also permitted the respondent to have
his first chance to speak freely about sexual material.

The general questions covering preadolescence were designed to elicit informa-
tion concerning the circumstances in which the erotic material was seen, as well as
who was present, what was learned, and specifically what erroneous information
might have been deduced from the experience. Any actual shaping of sexual
attitudes or practices which might have grown out of these early experiences was

probed.

The third section of Stage III concentrated on the adolescent period and, more
specifically, on the experiences in adolescence with erotic materials. The
questions dealt first with photographs, next with motion pictures, then with
books. The questions in these three areas were designed to elicit estimated
frequencies o(‘f1 exposure for each medium of pornographic materials. Since the
questions within each medium (photos, movies, books) were subdivided by type of
sex represented, frequencies of exposure were elicited for each type of sex in each
medium. The questions were limited to these three media, as they proved to be
the most productive and the ones with which most persons had the greatest
contact. These categories also provided a sampling of both public and private
viewing of erotic materials. Data concerning content and frequency of exposure
to erotica were obtained before more specific questions were introduced concern-
ing feelings and reactions. Pretesting confirmed that throughout this stage of the
interview there was little or no reluctance on the part of the interviewees to
answer tully. This desirable situation not only provided more data for the later
specific questions but also acted as a jumping-off point for the more intensive and
challenging questions. It experiences with certain kinds of material were denied in
response to later questions, the interviewer could act as a mnemonic device to
remind the interviewee ot experiences with erotica mentioned earlier.

The next section of the interview contained intensive questions concerning the
respondent’s “peak” experience with a pornographic stimulus. The first question
in this section requested the interviewee to select his most significant and salient
experience with erotic material during his adolescent period, which question was
designed to permit the interviewee to provide his own standard for determining
his most memorable experience and was followed by questions probing the basis
of its signiticance for the respondent. The nature of the stimulus, the emotions
engendered (positive and negative), fantasies stimulated, and action taken (if any)
were examined. In addition, the respondent was questioned as to the circum-
stances of this exposure and conceptions and misconceptions about sex which

4



followed his exposure. Subsequent questions were designed to elicit information
about the manner in which these materials became part of the person’s fantasy life
and to determine whether any actual sexual activity immediately followed these
exposures. Questions also probed for any changes in sexual activity as a result of
these exposures (either immediately or remotely) and factors that may have
fostered or prevented immediate sexual activity.

The final set of questions in this section were designed to differentiate between
erotic materials experienced as exciting and those labeled disgusting. These
questions were placed at the end of the section because of the possibility that the
interviewee, if asked too soon to judge experiences as disgusting, might screen out
and not report exciting experiences.

The next major section within Stage III dealt with the most recent experiences,
those that took place during the previous year. The questions focused on photo-
graphs, motion pictures, and books in essentially the same manner as in the
adolescence section. In addition, a section was added concerning live entertain-
ment of an erotic nature, which was not included in the adolescence section.

The intensive questions focusing upon the adult experience had some variations
from the sequence in the adolescent section. The most significant difference was
in regard to the order in which the questions were asked. In the adolescence
section, questions pertaining to feelings were followed by questions relating to
actual acts. The order was reversed in the adult section. Pretesting indicated no
significant effects of order differences. This reverse order was used to reduce
potential boredom resulting from repetitive questioning.

The final section of Stage III dealt specifically with the role of fantasy in the
individual’s sexual life. Questions were directed at the content of the individual’s
daydreams and fantasies, as well as the persons involved in the fantasies (actual or
imagined sex partners), the actions taking place, and the role of the fantasy either
in arousing desire or as a concomitant of sexual activity. Further questions were
designed to ascertain what use was made of pornographic materials in stimulating
the interviewee or his regular sex partner. The respondent was also questioned as
to access to desired erotica and sources of obtaining the material.

The next major stage of the interview (Stage IV) dealt with the interviewee’s
sex attitudes and perception of his parents’ sexual attitudes. Accordingly, several
questions were prepared on a closed-end format designed to reveal personal and
perceived parental sex attitudes. Also included were questions dealing with
sources of sex information during school years. Again, the sequence of the
questions was influenced by first asking the less challenging and personally remote
questions; thus, questions dealing with parental attitudes preceded the individual’s
own attitudes. (Most of these questions were drawn from the items developed by
William Simon in his studies of sex attitudes and practices.)

Stage V of the questionnaire dealt with the interviewee’s sex history. This was
the last major stage in the questionnaire and was placed at the end to reduce
defensive responses. The questions related to sex practices in early life and current
sex practices. They were designed to elicit responses regarding the respondent’s
general sexuality, the intensity of his sexual activity, and specific kinds of sexual
acts preferred.

[n Stages IV and V the interviewers used prepared precoded cards from which
the interviewee selected his answer. These cards substantially increased the speed
of the interview and facilitated the compilation of data.




Selection and training of interviewers

Sex offender sample. The sex offenders institutionalized at Atascadero State
Hospital were interviewed by professional psychologists and social workers on the
hospital staff. It was felt that interviewers who were familiar with sex offenders
and who had an understanding of their problems could carry out these interviews
with maximum skill.

Homosexual, transsexual, and control sample. Respondents were interviewed
by a team located at the Legal and Behavioral Institute. The team was composed
of two graduates in psychology, two clinical psychologists, two psychiatrists, and
one graduate lawyer.

Black middle class and Black ghetto samples. The persons in these samples were
interviewed by Black interviewers, each of whom had a B.A. degree and had
served as a counselor or teacher at the Community Skills Center.

Each interviewer was trained by a senior interviewer. He was required to listen
to one recorded interview and then to make two practice interviews. These were
scrutinized by a senior project member and, if they were acceptable, the inter-
viewer was permitted to carry out regular project interviews. If not, the inter-
viewer had to continue making practice tapes until certified.

All interviews were taped recorded and done in private offices, except for five
which were carried out in respondents’ homes. Analysis of the interviews was
done from the tape recordings.

Coding of the interviews. Based upon a subsample of 50 interviews, empirical
code categories were formed to cover the range of responses. These categories
were then applied to a subsequent sample of 50 interviews and necessary
modifications were made. Coding was done largely by noninterviewers, typically
undergraduate students in Fsychology. The coders were largely ignorant of the
purpose of the study and of any working hypothesis underlying the format of the
interview. Blind coding checks were done until 85% to 90% agreement was
obtained using the final code. Coding meetings were held on a once-a-week basis
until this level of reliability was reached. A spot check was made on each coder’s
record, and it serious differences appeared the record was recoded by another
senior coder. As might be expected, coding reliability for demographic and
precoded questions was nearly perfect. Initial attempts at achieving reliability on
the most open-ended questions were disappointing. This was true as long as a
coder worked directly from the tape recording.

In order to improve reliability, coding of open-ended questions was then set up
as a two-stage process. First, the interviewer listened to the tape and wrote down
“the essential thought units” in each answer on a 3X5 card. Reliability of what
was abstracted from the total answer was found to run between 80% and 85%.
Then the code was applied to the written abstracts of the responses. Using this
two-stage procedure an average reliability of 80% to 85% was ultimately obtained.

NATURE AND SELECTION OF THE SAMPLES

Institutionalized sex offender sample. This sample of male sex offenders was
obtained through the generous cooperation of the research and psychology staffs
at Atascadero State Hospital. Atascadero State Hospital is a California institution
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for the “criminally insane.” Any sex offender judged in court to be psychiatrical-
ly disturbed may be sent there for observation. I during a period of observation
(usually 30 days) the patient is judged by the staff to be suitable for the program
of rehabilitation and treatment provided by the hospital, he is permitted to stay.
If he is not judged suitable by the hospital staff, he is returned to the referring
court for other disposition, usually including penal confinement. It is difficult to
specity the exact basis on which the hospital staff makes its decisions, but
discussions with the staff indicated that they are sensitive to a patient’s willing-
ness to acknowledge his deviant behavior and his desire to change his sexual
patterns. Of course, the desire to avoid imprisonment in a penitentiary may affect
the patient’s attitude.

This factor is mentioned as it should be recognized that our sample was drawn
from sex offenders who had been judged by a court as psychiatrically disturbed
and who had passed the probationary period in the hospital. This means that our
data are based upon a group of sex offenders considered receptive to rehabilita-
tion, drawn from the total population of males who were arrested for sex crimes.

From their total population of sex offenders, the research staff at Atascadero
was asked to draw three groups of approximately 20 each for studying (1) ag-
gressive sexual offenders, especially rapists or attempted rapists (hereinafter
usually referred to simply as “rapists”); (2) pedophiles (child molesters) who
selected male children as sexual objects; and (3) pedophiles who selected female
children as sexual objects.

In each group, samples were selected to fit the following criteria: (1) shortest
length of time in the hospital; (2) age between 20 to 40 years, with an equal
percentage in each 5-year segment of that age range; and (3) a willingness to
participate in the project. Patients were selected by a psychiatric technician from
hospital records that best met these criteria, which resulted in a total of 72
tentative subjects. Of these 72 only two refused to participate in the study, and
11 others were eliminated because of mechanical difficulties in recording and
similar problems. As it turned out, only approximately 20 subjects in each sub-
group from the total population then residing in the hospital met the selection
criteria after eliminating the problem cases, and thus almost all of the patients
meeting these criteria were in our sample.

After a patient was selected for the study, he was informed of the nature of the
project. He was told that all data collected were to be kept strictly confidential
and that $5 would be paid into his hospital account for his participation. The
final sample consisted of 19 rapists, 20 male-oriented pedophiles, and 20 female-
oriented pedophiles.

Homosexual sample. This sample was drawn from the membership of a local
homophile organization called One Incorporated. The staff of the Legal and
Behavioral Institute made a presentation at the annual dinner of the organization
at which volunteer subjects were solicited. Subjects were selected to match the
Atascadero sample in age distribution. Each subject was paid $10 for participating
in the study. There was no possibility of matching the homosexual sample with
the Atascadero group in educational level, as the groups varied so markedly from
each other. It is difficult to know how representative this sample was of the larger
homosexual population. Obviously, persons in this sample identitied themselves
publicly as homosexuals and were willing to participate in this study. Possibly

7



they represented a bias toward those homosexuals attracted by the payment. The
sample consisted of 37 males.

Transsexual sample. Each person applying for a sex-change treatment at UCLA
is referred to the Gender Identity Clinic for psychiatric and psychological evalu-
ation. At the time of the study, persons currently in the Los Angeles area who
were patients of the Gender Identity Clinic were asked to participate. No ap-
F]icant who was contacted refused to participate. Each respondent was paid $10

or participation. The sample consisted of 13 males. |
Users sample. This sample consisted of people who paid for and used erotic

material. It was originally intended to obtain a sampling of such persons in three
subcategories: customers of so-called “adult” bookstores, patrons of “skinflick”
movie theaters, and persons whose names were on mailing lists identifying them as
buyers of 8-mm. erotic movies.

To obtain subjects among customers of adult bookstores, flyers were placed in
six such stores in the Santa Monica and Hollywood areas of Los Angeles County.
Flyers were also distributed outside other adult bookstores including some in
downtown Los Angeles. (A copy of the flyer is set forth as Appendix A.) Two of
the stores were adjacent to skinflick theaters. The sample of persons who re-
sponded to the flyers consisted largely of those who obtained the flyer in the
Santa Monica bookstores. (This was surprising, since most of the flyers had been
distributed at a bookstore in Hollywood.) Several of the interviewees had
obtained the flyer from friends who had seen them at bookstores.

Distributing the flyers and contacting the user sample were done primarily by
an employee of the Legal and Behavioral Institute. Early attempts to contact
patrons of the stores directly while they were making purchases proved fruitless.
Most people were frightened by this approach and refused to participate. The fact
that a greater number of respondents came from the Santa Monica area than from
Hollywood raised questions of bias in this sample. It can be seen in Table 3 (in the
next section) that the users recruited by responding to the flyer had a higher
education and economic level than did the controls. This suggests that our sample
was comprised of the better educated and more affluent types of users of por-
nography.

Subjects among patrons of the skinflick theaters were also obtained primarily
from the distribution of flyers in the theaters. Since some of the bookstores were
attached to the theaters, there was an overlap in the two types of patrons re-

sponding to the flyers.

To obtain a sample of persons purchasing 8-mm. erotic films, all persons in the
Los Angeles area who appeared on the mailing list obtained from the Commission
were contacted. From a list of over 100 names only 10 responded, all of whom
denied obtaining films through that source. Several hundred flyers were given to
persons who ran mailing services for people who did not want to receive mail at
home, and there were a few responses from that source.

Users of pornography in all three categories were also obtained from two other
sources. The primary source was an ad in a local “underground”’ newspaper with a
very large circulation, the Los Angeles Free Press. The ad read as follows:

The Legal and Behavioral Institute is conducting a research study aimed at
achieving enlightened censorship 1egislation. The Institute would like to inter-
view persons who go to adult movies and adult bookstores or receive such



material by mail. We are willing to pay interviewees for their time. Please call

470-2457.

The ad ran for one week, skipped a week, and then ran for two more
consecutive weeks. There were many responses to the ad in the first week, but
many of the people calling were not users. The placement of the ad the first week
was before the page of “skin” movies. The second week the ad ran it was placed
along with the “skin” movies, and almost no one responded. The third week it
was placed in the middle of the paper with a heavy black border, and the
response was enormous. Attempts to place the ad in the “establishment” press to
approach a different reading audience proved unsuccessful: Various newspapers
refused the ad because it was “too controversial” or presented other obstacles
that caused too much delay considering the limited time available for the study.

A tew subjects were contacted through an organization entitled 101, which is
an association of “wife swappers.” They tended to be heavy users who were also
highly educated and fairly aF uent.

The selection process of the users did not result in subsamples which fitted the
original division into the three categories—customers of adult bookstores,
patrons of skinflick movie houses, and persons whose names were on mailing lists
of 8-mm. erotic films—because of the difficulties encountered and discussed
above. Instead, the sample was separated into the following three categories: (1)
those responding to the flyer; (2) those responding to the advertisement, and (3)
those purchasing through the mail. The numbers in each group were 52,17, and
9, respectively.

A reexamination of the data and categories led us to believe that there was a
substantial overlap between categories (1) and (2). Category (3) was obviously
quite small. Accordingly, unless otherwise noted, the data on the user sample
presented in this report were drawn primarily from the 52 subjects responding to
the tlyer.

The Black sample. The Black sample was composed of two groups: One group
consisted of 22 male residents of the ghetto who were trainees in a job training
program for the hard-core unemployed; the other group was composed of 17
males drawn from residents of middle-class areas.

The ghetto sample was drawn from trainees enrolled at the Community Skills
Center in Gardena, Calif. The center is a skill retraining school funded under the
Manpower Training and Development Program of the U.S. Department ot Labor.
Trainees considered “hard-core” unemployed were selected from the total popula-
tion of the school. The list of available trainees was then sampled in a random
order until a sample was drawn which matched the age breakdown of the total
Atascadero sample of institutionalized sex offenders. Since by definition the
Black ghetto sample was extremely low in economic status and unmatchable on
that variable with the sex offender sample, an age match was the only one that
could be made.

The sample of middle class Blacks was not systematically drawn from a known
pool of subjects. [nstead, interviewers knowledgeable about the Black community
were instructed to locate persons who satisfied an income definition of middle
class economic status. These interviewees could not be personal friends of the
interviewers and had to be a referred through some intermediate source perhaps a



friend or relative. This sample also was selected to match the age distribution of
the Atascadero State Hospital group.

Control sample. In any study of this type there is a need for some baseline data
against which to compare findings for the special sample. The problem of defining
and selecting such a sample is a formidable one. Obviously the control sample
should be free of serious sexual deviation and unbiased in the method of selection.
[n order to locate a sample of subjects with minimal bias, a subcontract was
awarded to the UCLA Survey Research Center to locate respondents. They were
given the age distribution and educational level distribution of the Atascadero
samples and were told to locate a community sample matched on these parame-
ters. The Atascadero samples were used as the primary groups to match the
controls for reasons of policy and practicality. The policy reason involved the
great importance attached to an analysis of sex criminal data. The practical reason

was that at the time the control sample was selected and interviewed only the
Atascadero sample was complete. Time was an ever-present burden in this study,
and its extreme brevity —necessitated by the Commission’s schedule—accounted for
many methodological variances. Based on demographic data available to the
center, certain target areas of Los Angeles were selected which were likely to
contain male Caucasians of this age range and educational level. The control
sample was limited to Caucasians and Christians, as the Atascadero sample was
almost exclusively Caucasian and Christian. The homosexuals, transsexuals, and
users also were almost entirely Caucasian.

The UCLA Survey Research Center then went into these communities locating
specific streets on a random basis within a target neighborhood. A house-to-house
survey located respondents who fit the criteria and who were willing to
participate in the study. The names of these individuals were turned over to the
Legal and Behavioral Institute for further contact. A total of 133 names were
provided by the survey center. From this list each person was contacted by
telephone and asked to participate in the interview. He was told that he would
receive a $10 fee. Sixty-three of the 133 people agreed to participate and were
actually interviewed. The others either had telephone numbers which were
invalid, refused to come to the phone, refused appointments, or failed to appear
when appointments were scheduled. If the matching between the control and
Atascadero samples (shown in the next section) is examined, it can be seen that
there was an excellent match to the rapist sample; however, the match between
the pedophile and control samples was not as good. The pedophile groups
contained a larger number of older men with a 7th to 9th grade education; it ap-
peared that these subjects were the most difficult to locate in the community
and were most likely to refuse an interview. Of the 63 who were interviewed, 10
were eliminated from the sample because of technically inferior interviews caused
by mechanical ditficulties with tape equipment or poor interview technique. In
two cases, the subject was eliminated because he clearly belonged to a deviant

group.

Other samples. Several other sample populations were interviewed. The
numbers in these populations did not justify complete analysis in the brief time
available, but some summary comment is made, where appropriate, in regard to
those samples. The following is a short description of those samples.
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Venice control group. In an effort to locate Caucasians with low educational
levels, the survey team drew samples from the Venice section of Los Angeles.
While these subjects matched the sex offenders on external criteria, it was obvious
that the Venice control subjects were ‘“dropouts,” many with extensive drug
histories. This group of 16 persons accordingly was not grouped with the main
control sample.

Female subjects. In addition to the 13 male transsexuals reported above, there
were nine temale transsexuals interviewed who were obtained in the same manner
as the male transsexuals. There were also six lesbian subjects obtained through

various sources. Twelve female users were obtained as subjects through the same
sources as the male users.

DEMOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION

Age distribution. Subjects in the sample fell primarily in the 20 to 40 year age
range (see Table 1).° Only the homosexuals and the mail order users of por-
nography had a substantial number of respondents over 40 years of age. The age
match of rapists to controls was excellent. However, there was a significant
difference in age distribution between the controls and the two pedophile groups,
the Black middle class group, the flyer user group, and the homosexuals. The
variance was not surprising, as these groups often differed from each other on age
distribution, and it was not possible to match a single control group to such
variable groups. The female user group tended to follow the same age distribution

as the male.
Birthplace and current residence. All samples except the two groups of Blacks

were born predominantly in the Midwest and West, but all areas of the country
were represented in all groups. The Black ghetto group showed a heavy concentra-
tion of persons born in the Southeast (about 47%), which contrasted greatly with
the control group. The Black middle class group also did not compare well with
the control group in that many were from the Southeast and Southwest, and
several were born outside the United States. All groups were predominantly urban
in origin, but a little more than one-third of the homosexuals were born in “rural”
settings. Interestingly enough, users on mail order lists also showed an unusually
high percentage from a rural background (50%). At the time of the study almost
all subjects in all samples were residing in urban areas in the West.

Marital status. Table 2 describes the marital status of the various samples. The
match between the controls and other samples in this variable was close. It is
noteworthy that the female-oriented pedophiles contained a higher percentage of
married subjects than did controls (p<.01 vs. controls). The users tended to
parallel the control group. |

As would be expected, the homosexuals were largely unmarried (p§.01 VS.
controls). The female users showed a very high divorce rate (50%), which was
more than twice that of any other group. Both male and female. transsexuals were
largely single, but only 1% of the females were significantly ditferent frorq con-
trols. None of the groups showed a significant difference from the controls in the

number of times married. | |
Educational level. As Table 3 illustrates, the match in educational levels was

good between the control group and rapists and reasonably good with the male-
oriented pedophiles. However, the female-oriented pedophiles were remarkable in
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that none of the subjects had any college training and as a group were less
educated than the controls (p<<.01). It is also noteworthy that the rapists all had
at least some high school training, although there were no college graduates.

The homosexual and transsexual samples were more highly educated than the

controls (p<.01 and p<.02, respectively) as were the “flyer users” (p<<.01). All of
the users had at least some high school training, and they also rated fairly high
with regard to college and postgraduate study. Even though the mail order group
of users was very small, it appeared significant, in comparison with the other user
groups, that only one member of the group was a college graduate. Most of the
female users had had some college training, and only one was not a high school
graduate.

As should be expected, the Black ghetto group was considerably less educated
than the controls (p<.01). The group contained no college graduates and consisted
mainly of high school graduates or persons with less schooling. The Black middle
class group contained a much larger distribution ot educational levels, and several
had college degrees or advanced degrees.

Socioecononiic status. The Edwards Scale of Socioeconomic status was used for
coding occupations. Based solely on the subjects’ report of present occupation, all
of the sample groups dittered signiticantly from the control group in socio-
economic status as shown in Table 4.

The rapists and the female-oriented pedophiles showed lower occupational
levels than the controls. The male-oriented pedophiles, in line with their higher
educational level than the rapists, had a significantly higher occupational status
(p<.05). Compared to the controls the male-oriented pedophiles showed some
higher occupations but also many more lower level occupations. The homosexuals
and the transsexuals, in keeping with their higher education levels, indicated a
higher average occhational status. The user group was heavily professional, as
over 30% ofgcach of its subgroups was in one of the professions compared with
7% ot the control group. The group of male users on the mail order lists was
somewhat noteworthy as having no skilled or semiskilled workers yet a rather
high percentage of unemployed.

(The Venice control group shows significantly lower income than the control

group, p<<.02).

The Black ghetto group had a very high percentage of students, which reflected
their current status in the retraining center. The Black middle class group had a
relatively high percentage of professionals, although there were no representatives
of the major professions.

Howecver, regardless of the strong distinctions between the controls and the
other groups with regard to occupational description, there were no signiticant
differences between the controls and any other group in their current annual
income or their best annual income. |

The socioeconomic factors also showed that the two Black samples were
comparable to a ghetto versus a middle class distribution. Members of the middle
class group rated higher on the Edwards Scale (p<.02), had a higher current
income (p<.05), were better educated (p<.02), and had higher salaries in their
best job (p<.01). It should be noted that the ghetto group was also younger
(p<<.02). Conceivably, the Black middle class sample was a group not necessarily
of middle class origin but instead had achieved that status later in life. Table 5
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shows the occupation selected as “best ever” by the subject. This choice cor-
responded closelE;f with the current occupational data, demonstrating an absence
of downward social mobility. Only the homosexuals appeared to have lost about
13% trom the professions to the unemployed. The rapists showed 15% as having
once held jobs in minor professions, although none held such jobs at the time of

the study.

The users’ selection of “best job ever” as compared to their current job showed
that most of them were working at their best job at the time of the study, which
would tend to indicate either a steady job performance or upward mobility. The
middle class Black group also presented about the same picture while having
slightly more unemployed (and students) at the time of the study as compared to

data indicating best job ever held.

The current salary levels of the users tended to be high as compared with the
other groups, which retlected their higher education and better jobs. Twelve
percent of the male users and two of the female users who responded to the flyer
earned more than $20,000 per year. |

The maximum current salary and “best salary ever” for all other groups
including the controls did not exceed $15,000 per year except in a few isolated
cases. For more than 70% of all groups other than the users it was less than
$10,000, except for the transsexuals, who reported higher average earnings. The
homosexuals did not appear to earn significantly more, although they had more
impressive job descriptions. While many of the middle class Blacks were profes-
sionals, only four earned over $12,000 per year.

As Table 6 shows, the rapists had the highest percentage of those dissatisfied
with their jobs (p<.01 vs. controls), but at the same time they showed the highest
percentage of those satisfied with their salaries. The breakdown of reasons for
dissatisfaction with jobs among the rapists was not very productive, but more
than 17% listed lack of creativity. This contrasted with the homosexuals and
transsexuals, who showed little satisfaction with their salaries although they were
satistied with their jobs.

The users also tended to be satisfied with their jobs but dissatistied with their
salaries, which may reflect the users’ desire to receive salaries commensurate with
their high level ot education.

Religion. As Table 7 illustrates, the only groups showing significant differences
from the control group with regard to present religion and religion in which they
were raised were the male-oriented pedophiles and the Black ghetto group. The
male-oriented pedophiles differed significantly from the controls in reporting a
higher percentage raised as Protestants and a lower percentage raised without any
formal religion. That group also showed a high percentage of current formal
religious affiliation. As compared with the controls, the Black ghetto group
indicated a higher percentage of Protestants with fewer raised as Catholics. '

Except for one male-oriented pedophile and one homosexual, there were no
Jews in the sex deviate groups and only three in the control group. Table 7 also
indicates that there was a significant shift towards an absence of a current
religious affiliation among these groups, particularly among the female-oriented
pedophiles and the controls.

The user groups showed more persons raised as Jews than did the controls and
other groups, with Catholics and Protestants of a frequency about equal to the
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control group. Almost 100% of each of the Black groups reported having been
raised as Christians and more than 75% were Protestant: none of the ghetto Blacks
and only 12% ot the middle class Blacks reported being Catholic at present.

The Blacks were somewhat more polarized than the control and other groups
with regard to church attendance and tended to divide into two groups: those
attending once a month or more and those never attending. The only group
showing significantly greater current church attendance than the controls was the
homosexual sample (p<<.01), even though a greater percentage of homosexuals
than controls reported no current religious affiliation.

The lesbian sample was also high on church attendance but, unlike the male
homosexuals, showed a high degree of current religious affiliation; indeed it was
100%, although two-thirds currently belonged to a religion other than Christian or
Jewish. Compared to the female users and female transsexuals, the lesbians had
significantly more current religious affiliation (p<.05).

Overall comparison between groups for demographic variables. The number of
significant differences between controls and other groups for all demographic
variables is presented in Appendix B. Here it can be seen that across all variables
the match between rapists and controls was quite good. The rapists differed from
the controls in their current occupational level and degree of satistaction with
their best job. The male-oriented pedophiles were significantly older than
controls, differed in their range of occupational levels, and were more likely to
have been raised in some formal religion (predominantly Protestant). The female-
oriented pedophiles were also signiticantly older, more likely to be currently
married, contained a higher percentage with lower educational levels, and were
lower in occupational level. Thus, any ditferences subsequently reported between
rapists and controls can be viewed with confidence as unrepresentative of cor-
related socioeconomic or generational differences. Differences between the
controls and pedophile groups, on the other hand, must be examined carefully to
determine whether differences in frequency of reported exposure to pornography
were the results of socioeconomic, educational, or generational differences in the
availability of pornography.

The contrasts between homosexuals and controls revealed that the former were
on the average, older and better educated than controls but equal in income. This
suggests a degree of underachievement in the homosexual sample. Similarly, the
transsexuals differed in showing higher occupational levels but were equal in age
range, educational level, and income. The users differed from the controls in
containing a higher percentage of respondents in the 40 to 44 years age range and
a higher occupational level than controls. These findings suggest that contrasts in
experiences between these groups and the controls should be interpreted cautious-
ly to determine whether or not they resulted from the higher educational and
occupational levels and (in the homosexual and user groups) generational dif-

ferences.

REPORTED FREQUENCY OF EXPOSURE TO EROTIC STIMULI

In the course of the interview a respondent was asked to estimate his frequency
of exposure to stimuli representing various degrees of nudity and forms of sexual
activity. In the section focusing upon adolescent experience, discrete questions
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were asked about representations of sexual activity in a particular medium
(photos, movies, or books). The questioning followed a systematic order starting
with the most probable stimulus to be encountered (partial nudity) and ending
with the least likely (sadomasochistic activity). As each type of stimulus was
mentioned by the interviewer, the respondent was asked to recall the number of
times he had encountered it during that period of his life. During the section of
the interview regarding the past year’s experience (or in the case of the insti-
tutionalized sex offenders, the year prior to hospitalization), the same questions
as in the adolescent section were repeated, and frequencies of exposure were
recorded.

These trequency estimates are presented separately for the adolescent and the
recent periods in the following two sections. The data are presented in two ways.
First, graphs were constructed in which a particular group was compared with the
controls in terms of the percentage of subjects who reported ‘“never” having
encountered a particular stimulus in a particular media. In these graphs the dotted
lines represent the control data and the straight lines represent the comparison
croup (sex offender, homosexual, user, and so on). Secondly, in Appendix C
tables are presented in which groups can be compared across the full range of
frequencies of reported stimuli. These frequencies of stimuli exposure for each
subject were subdivided into four categories for the purpose of analysis as
follows: (1) never seen, (2) 1 to 10 reported, (3) 11 to 50 reported, and (4) 50 or
greater reported.

These four frequency groups were then used to compute chi-squares between
each target group and controls for each discrete stimulus-media combination. At
the bottom of each figure the significant chi-squares are indicated by the follow-
ing system of symbols: * = .05 level, + = .02 level, x = 0.1 level, and xx = .001
level of statistical significance. It can be noted in the figures that sharp differences
existed between groups on the percentage of “never” responses as graphed, but
that significant chi-squares failed to be indicated for that comparison. While
differences existed within that discrete category (‘“‘never”), over the total range of
frequencies reported the groups did not differ. Most often this reflects a bimodal
distribution within a group in which marked frequencies of “never’” and “50 or
greater’”’ were reported.

Adolescent reports

Sex offenders: rapists. The data in Figure 1 present the percentage of “never”
responses reported for adolescence across all stimuli and all media for rapists and
controls. While these data suggest a higher frequency of ‘“‘never” reports for
rapists as com ared to controls, few significant chi-squares are present for the
total range of frequency estimates. The rapists reported significantly less exposure
to photos of partially and fully nude women and to books describing nudity and
oral-genital rei)ations.

Sex offenders: pedophiles who prefer male partners. In Figure 2 sharper dif-
ferences are evident between this group of sex offenders and controls than was
the case for the rapists. In Figure 2 it can be seen that across all stimuli and media
these pedophiles reported a higher percentage as never having encountered eroiic
stimuli as adolescents. Significant chi-squares for the total range of frequencies
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ADOLESCENT REPORTS: RAPISTS (N=19) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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reported are also more numerous for this contrast. They differ significantly for
photos of partially and fully nude women, heterosexual intercourse, and sadomas-
ochistic activity, movies of heterosexual intercourse and books describing nudity,
heterosexual intercourse, oral-genital, and sadomachistic activity. It is particularly
interesting to note that the sex offenders who selected young boys as sexual
partners showed a striking absence of reported exposure to representations of
heterosexual intercourse across all media. This was the one type of stimulus for
which significant chi-squares were obtained on all three media. It is difficult to
determine from these data whether it represented a deliberate avoidance of this
class of stimuli (heterosexual intercourse) during adolescence by the male-
oriented pedophile group or whether it resulted from having a greater interest in
other types of sexual stimuli. The generally low levels of adolescent exposure
reported by this group suggest that limited exposure to stimuli representing
heterosexual intercourse represents the extreme in a pattern of generally low
exposure to erotica.

Since male-oriented pedophilesare a type of homosexual it is interesting to note
that the smaller differences between this group and controls were for photos and
books depicting homosexual activity. This suggests that their homosexual interest
was already present during their adolescent years and influenced their choice of
erotica.

Sex offenders: pedophiles who prefer female partners. In Figure 3, the per-
centage of ‘‘never” responses is reported for this group of pedophiles and

Figure 3

ADOLESCENT REPORTS: PEDOPHILES—FEMALE TARGET (N=20) VS. CONTROLS
(N=53).
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controls. As with the male-oriented pedophile group, less exposure to erotica was
reported than for controls. Interestingly, the significant chi-squares for the total
range of exposure occurred for heterosexual intercourse, regardless of the media.
There are also significant differences for photos representing oral-genital ac-
tivities, movies portraying nude women, and sadomasochistic activity.

[t is interesting to note that the two groups of sex offenders who preferred
immature partners reported a strikingly low degree of exposure to representations

of mature sexual activity (heterosexual intercourse) during adolescence.

Homosexual sample. In Figure 4 the percentage of “never” replies are presented
for homosexuals. The number of significant chi-squares indicates that the marked
difference between homosexuals and controls existed across all four categories of
frequency exposure. For teenage years the homosexuals reported significantly less
exposure to erotica than controls. For a few stimuli they did not differ signifi-
cantly from controls: photos of partially and fully nude males, movies of homo-
sexual acts, and books describing heterosexual intercourse. All but the latter were
more likely to interest the homosexuals than the other stimuli represented in
Figure 4. This suggests that these individuals may have sought out, as adolescents,
erotically tinged photos relevant to their emerging homosexual interest.

Transsexuals. In Figure 5 the data for reports of adolescent exposure for the
transsexual group are presented. In general, these graphs indicate less exposure
across all stimuli and all media. The most significant differences between male

Figure 4
ADOLESCENT REPORTS: HOMOSEXUALS (N=37) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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Figure 5

ADOLESCENT REPORTS:

TRANSSEXUALS (N=13) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

N
-

aidh
=

XX

>
>

PERCENT NEVERo

* +
| | l d | | | 1 | | | | | | I I | | |
- C v ) Q %, — &) %) 7} — —
S g © 3 % & ® 2 & O 5 © 8 £ % % 6 © =
= = = = = = = @ = © = = = RZ % 5 = = @
O o = = O > ) s S = O 2 ) e o) o) > 5 c
S S @ ® = £ = = 3 © o - o) o O = (o) O
‘ : = & = 1 o Q == ©] > — &) <& O
® @ L= ° b ® © i, @ © o @ © % = > ® %)
S e = =8 x = 3 3 X = S x S
— — A5 = X ¥ o x 3 x oLy 5%
© = o @ S, @ Q D ®
= e @ = = 8 & & =
o o - L - & =
® ® ®
= < =
PHOTOS MOVIES BOOKS

transsexuals and controls are found for photos of fully nude women, heterosexual
intercourse, and oral-genital relations and books describing nudity or sex, hetero-
sexual intercourse, and oral-genital relations. It is worthwhile to note that male
transsexuals applied for help at the Gender Identity Clinic because they believed
themselves to be ot the opposite sex and wished treatment in order to realize the
opposite sex role. For their teenage years they reported a strikingly low amount
of exposure to stimuli in which the opposite sex was presented in some sexually
provocative way. Thus, their curiosity and interest in taking on the role of the
opposite sex did not appear to stimulate them to search out erotica likely to
provide information about that sex. More often these respondents related that
they found objects associated with the opposite sex (clothing particularly) to be
far more erotic stimuli during adolescence than commercially produced por-
nography.

Users of pornography. People who were currently avid buyers and consumers
of commercially available pornography at the time of this study indicated a
pattern of adolescent reports similar to the sex deviate samples. In Figure 6, it is
seen that they reported generally less exposure to erotica than controls and
revealed significant differences for photos of fully nude women, fully nude males,
and (as was the case tor the sex deviate groups) photos of sexual intercourse. In
addition they reported a lower frequency for movies of heterosexual intercourse
and sadomasochistic film content. The less frequent report of encountering
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Figure 6
ADOLESCENT REPORTS: USERS—FLYER (N=52) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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sadomasochism in books represents the only significant difference in that category.
Generally, the pornography user of today recalls strikingly little exposure to
erotica as a teenager and, as with all other previous samples, the most consistent
ditferences from the controls occur for stimuli representing heterosexual inter-
course. It appears that sex deviates and users were markedly lacking in adolescent
experience with stimuli that represent the culture’s definition of a normal sex act.

Black ghetto sample. Figure 7 shows that the sample of respondents drawn
from the Black ghetto area did not ditfer significantly from the controls. There is
no significant chi-square between the frequencies of exposure reported by the
sample and the controls. Despite racial and educational differences the Black
ghetto sample—unrestricted in selection for sexual deviation—appears to be an
additional control sample for exposure to erotica.

Black middle class sample. In Figure 8, it is noted once again that little it any
difference can be seen between this Black sample and controls. Despite some
apparent differences for movies and books, there are only two significant chi-
squares between the frequencies reported: one for books describing nudity or sex
and one for books describing oralgenital activity. The latter is particularly inter-
esting, as data reported in the next section of this report suggest that in current

sex practices both Black samples avoid this type of activity in their adult sexual
lives.

Overall the data for the middle class Black sample suggest that it is another
sample which does not ditfer significantly from the Caucasian control sample in
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Figure 7
ADOLESCENT REPORTS: BLACKS—GHETTO (N=22) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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its frequency of adolescent exposure to pornographic materials. All three of the
latter samples act as control samples which differ significantly from the sexually
deviant samples.

Recent experience

These data represent reports of exposure to erotica durinc% the year prior to the
interview or, in the case of the institutionalized sex offenders, the year prior to

institutionalization.

Sex offenders: rapists. In Figure 9 the percentage of “never” replies for the
rapist and control samples are presented. It can be seen that across all stimuli and
media the rapists reported less exposure to pornography during the past year.
Significant chi-squares are found for heterosexual intercourse represented in
photos and films containing male nudity and oral-genital relations. The dif-
ferences between rapists and controls in recent experience were greater than for
the adolescent reports. It is noteworthy that once again the rapists are distin-
guished from the controls by their reported underexposure to stimuli representing
heterosexual intercourse.

Sex offenders: pedophiles who prefer male partners. In Figure 10, male-
oriented pedophiles and controls are compared for reports of recent experience.
As was the case for adolescent reports, this group of pedophiles reported generally
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Figure 8

ADOLESCENT REPORTS: BLACKS—MIDDLE CLASS (N=17) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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less exposure to erotica across all stimuli and media than controls. Significant
chi-squares for the four categories of exposure contrasting male-oriented
pedophiles and controls are found for photos onartially nude women, fully nude
women, and heterosexual intercourse; movies of all types except those portraying
sadomasochistic activities; and books describing homosexual (slightly higher for
pedophiles) and oral-genital relations.

This group did not differ from controls in exposure to photos of fully and
partially nude males, a tinding noted earlier in their adolescent data. These
pedophiles appeared likely to be exposed to photos of male nudity but not to
photos involving true homosexual activity. Since their sexual behavior involved a
type of homosexual interest in immature partners, their selective interest in
nudity but avoidance of homosexual erotica seems quite compatible with their
sex practices.

Sex offenders: pedophiles who prefer female partners. In Figure 11, the per-
centage of ‘“never” replies are presented for controls and female-oriented
pedophiles. Once again a pattern emerges similar to the adolescent reports in
which the female-oriented pedophile group indicated generally less exposure to
erotica. Significant chi-squares for the full range of replies are found for photos of
partially and fully nude women and partially nude males and for movies involving
nude women and men and heterosexual intercourse. There are no significant
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Figure 9
RECENT REPORTS: RAPISTS (N=19) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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chi-squares for books describing erotica. Once again, there appears to be an under-
exposure to stimuli describing heterosexual intercourse in both adolescence and
the past year for all three sex otfender samples.

Homosexual sample. The data contrasting homosexuals and controls are
presented in Figure 12. These data suggest a marked reversal as compared to
adolescent reports for the homosexuals. In almost all stimuli across all media the
homosexuals reported significantly fewer “never” replies and significantly higher
rates of exposure. The number ofysignificant chi-squares is large as for the adoles-
cent data, except that now they signity greater exposure than controls while for
adolescence the reverse was indicated.

As might be expected, the homosexuals reported a significantly greater degree
of exposure to homosexual than heterosexual erotica. In contrast to the adoles-
cent reports, the adult homosexual contirmed in his sexually deviant role actively
searches for and uses erotica describing explicit homosexual relations. The very
high frequencies of exposure reported suggest an almost obsessive interest in
homosexual erotica, indicating that sexuality is a central focus of their day-to-day
concerns. The contrast between adolescent underexposure to erotica and current
extensive exposure was partic'ularly marked in the homosexual sample, suggesting
a certain degree of overcompensation for the limited exposure earlier. It also
suggests the possibility that the homosexual subculture supports or reinforces the
extensive use of erotica to stimulate and sustain relationships.
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Figure 10
RECENT REPORTS: PEDOPHILES—MALE TARGET (N=20) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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Transsexuals. While it can be seen in Figure 13 that transsexuals reported a
higher frequency of “never” exposed than controls across all categories, chi-
squares for frequency of report are only signiticant for movies showing oral-
genital relations. Generally, despite marked differences in reports of exposure to
erotica during adolescence, the distribution of frequencies reported in the past
year did not differ for male transsexuals and controls.

The only trend in the data which suggests more frequent exposure for trans-
sexuals was for books describing homosexuality, in which the transsexuals
reported higher recent exposure. However, this factor does not reach a level of
statistical significance (p<.10).

Users. The data for users, presented in Figure 14, resembles that for the homo-
sexual sample to a marked degree in that they reported less exposure as teenagers
than did controls but significantly greater exposure as adults than controls. In
Figure 14 it is seen that users indeed fit their classification, as they reported
significantly greater exposure to erotica across most categories of stimuli and
media. There were significant differences reported between the users and the
controls in frequency of exposure for all categories of sexual acts portrayed in
photos, all categories in movies except those in which heterosexual intercourse
was portrayed, and all categories of books except those in which heterosexual
intercourse or nudity was described.
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Figure 11
RECENT REPORTS: PEDOPHILES—FEMALE TARGET (N=20) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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Black ghetto sample. As was the case for the adolescent reports, few significant
differences emerge between the Black ghetto sample and controls for recent
experience. In Figure 15 it can be seen that no significant ditferences emerge for
frequencies of exposure to erotic books; however, there were two categories in
which significant differences did emerge: movies depicting nude women and oral-
genital relations and books describing oral-genital relations. These findings are
congruent with the adolescent data for the Black middle class group indicating
reported underexposure to stimuli representing oral-genital relations. Generally,
when differences exist between Black ghetto subjects and controls, they suggest
slightly less exposure to erotica in the ghetto sample.

Black middle class sample. Generally, the data in Figure 16 parallel the adoles-
cent data as only two significant differences emerged between Black middle class
respondents and controls. However, it is important to note that while the adoles-
cent data suggested consistently greater exposure to erotica for the controls, there
are a number of instances in Figure 16 in which the Black middle class indicated
greater frequency of exposure to erotica. The Black middle class reported more
exposure to photos of heterosexual intercourse than controls and (while not of
statistical signficance) to photos representing heterosexual acts. Generally, the

data for movies suggest slightly higher exposure to most classes of erotic films
but no significant chi-square was tound for any stimulus. There were consistently
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Figure 12
RECENT REPORTS: HOMOSEXUALS (N=37) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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lower reports of exposure frequency to books but the data differ signiticantly
from controls only for books describing oral-genital relations, a finding which was
also true for the Black ghetto sample.

Exposure to live shows. During the section of the interview covering recent
experience, questions were asked concerning the respondent’s exposure to shows
displaying nudity or sex acts. Two categories revealed significant differences
among the groups: live shows including topless women and live shows including
totally nude women. With regard to the former, signiticant differences were found
between controls and homosexuals (p<.001) and controls and transsexuals
(p<.04). In each instance, the controls reported more frequent exposure to this
type of live show, and 54% of the transsexuals reported “never” having seen such
a show.

For shows in which totally nude women were on display, the three insti-
tutionalized groups of sex offenders all reported significantly less experience than
controls. For rapists, 77% reported “never” (p<<.01 vs. controls); male-oriented
pedophiles, 80% ‘“never” (p<.05 vs. controls); and female-oriented pedophiles,

85% “‘never” (p<<.02 vs. controls); while controls reported 45% “never.” None of
the other groups revealed significant differences from controls.

[t is interesting to note that homosexuals and transsexuals reported a lower

frequency of exposure to topless shows, but exposure to fully nude females
equaled that of controls. Possibly ditferences in the setting of exposure (bar for

32



H_u_.._m_;oo%_toumm
—|e11uab-|eJo

—{Sal1IA110. [BeNnXasowoy

BOOKS

—Jssinoousiul |lenxesolslay

—{ X3S JO Allpnu

Lo_ym_:UmeEOEmm
« —{|B}IUBb-|es0
v
—{senianoe |lenXasowoy ]
>
@)
=

—{851N00431UI |BNX3504818Y

Sa|euwl apnu

UaWoM apnu

211S1Y20Sewopes
— |e11uab-|eso
—{S8111A1}08 |ENXasowoy

%)
—{351N00Ja1Ul |BNXBSOJa1ay m

PHO

—{sajew apnu Ajny

—{sajew apnu AjlenJted

—{uawom apnu Ajny

— uawom apnu AjenJed

100 -
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Figure 15

RECENT REPORTS: BLACKS—GHETTO (N=22) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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Figure 16
RECENT REPORTS: BLACKS—MIDDLE CLASS (N=17) VS. CONTROLS (N=53).
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topless show versus private setting, orgies for fully nude female) might account
for this discrepancy.

REPORTED EFFECT OF EXPOSURE TO EROTIC STIMULI

The sul}jects in each group were asked numerous questions concerning detailed
reactions following exposure to erotic materials. These questions were designed to
elicit data which might explain the role that erotic materials play in people’s lives,
particularly the group selected as extensive users. These responses might also help
to explain the function of erotica in individuals with sexually deviant and normal
sexual lives. The questions covered a broad spectrum of emotional reactions as
well as activities. As of this date, only a small part of the data has been analyzed.
The in-depth questioning is divided into two sections, the first analyzing reaction
to erotic materials in general, and the second analyzing reaction to that particular
experience with erotic material which each subject selected as standing out most
strongly in his mind. Both sections deal separately with experiences in adoles-
cence and in the most recent year (the year prior to institutionalization for the
Atascadero sample).

Reaction to erotic material in general. As Table 9 shows, the sex offender and
sex deviate groups (except for the transsexuals) and the users reported a higher
incidence of masturbation in response to erotic materials than the controls and
the two Black groups. However, these figures seem less impressive when compared
to reports of incidence of masturbation when erotic material was not
the stimulant; some of the groups actually showed more masturbation without
the erotic stimulant, the transsexuals being particularly striking in this regard. As
adults, only the users showed as much as 10% more subjects who were stimulated
to masturbate with erotic materials than without.

However, a striking comparison appeared when the reports of excitement to
masturbate by erotic materials in the past year were compared to the adolescent-
based reports. As adolescents, the control group reported 87% as being excited to
masturbate by erotic materials, which was the highest report of any group except
for the rapists, who reported 90%. About halt of each Black ghetto sample
reported being excited to masturbate by erotic materials as an adolescent. Each of
these three groups showed a sharp decrease in such stimulation as adults. This
contrasts with the user group, which showed only a small drop from 86% to 78%,
and with the homosexuals, who actually showed a small increase as an adult in
masturbating in response to erotic materials. These data would suggest that erotic
materials remain important to the users in adult life as a stimulant to masturbate
and is consistent with the data indicating the generally obsessive sexual interest of
the homosexuals.

This suggestion is consistent with the responses to a further question as to
whether or not the erotic material was actually looked at while masturbating.
Forty-six percent of the users so reported, while only 11% of the controls and
under 7% of each of the two Black groups so reported. The two homosexual

oups (the homosexuals and the male-oriented pedophiles) and the rapists were
ﬁgher than the controls but not as high as the users.

When asked how they felt if thoughts about the erotic material came to mind
at a later time, the controls and the two Black groups were again low on reported
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arousal, whereas about half the users and sex offender groups reported arousal or
feeling good. The rapists again showed their strongly disturbed feelings, as a
substantial number (20%) reported feeling guilty when later thinking about these
materials. This was the only group that had a substantial number so reporting.

When asked whether thinking about the materials induced sexual relations
other than masturbation, about half of all the groups except the transsexuals
(only 21%) 30 reported. The users did not noticeably stand out from the controls
or the two Black groups in this regard, although they were slightly higher. Thus, it
would seem that erotic materials were much more significant in producing
masturbatory reaction in the users, compared to the controls, than sexual
relations. When asked whether thoughts of the material appeared during sexual
relations, no group reported more than 30%. The users were somewhat higher
than the controls and were substantially higher than the two Black groups but
slightly lower than the two pedophile groups.

Reaction to peak experience as an adult. After eliciting information as to
recent frequency of exposure to erotic stimuli in all media, the subject was
directed to select the one experience that stood out most in his mind. After
specifying the peak experience, the subject was asked if he had viewed anything in
that experience he wished to try later. As reported in Table 10, 58% the users
reported affirmatively, while only 38% of the controls so responded. Thirty-tive
percent or less in the other groups reported atfirmatively.

In response to the question if the subject tollowed through with the desired

sexual activity shortly thereafter, all the reports dropped sharply. Only 22% of
the users and 13% of the controls reported imitating the act portrayed in the
erotic stimuli. The other groups were about the same as the controls, except the
female-oriented pedophiles (25%) and the Black ghetto group (21%), which were
somewhat higher. The data again tend to suggest that the users employed erotic
material not for a specific purpose but for general arousal and masturbation. It is
important to note that this seemed generally true of the rapists as well.

In regard to whether the subject wished to engage in some other sexual activity
than that represented in this pornographic stimulus, the groups did not reveal
sharp differences. However, the rapists seemed to be noticeably lower in reporting
atfirmatively. When asked if they had actually engaged in such activity afterwards,
again there was a sharper drop in the number so reporting in all groups. The
rapists again were low in this regard, and the users were relatively high (although
lower than the controls). The homosexually inclined groups (the homosexuals and
the male-oriented pedophiles) seemed to have the highest rate of actual
experience afterwards.

As already noted, the rapists reported relatively low actual activity —either
imitative or some other kind—following stimulation by erotic materials. When the
subjects were asked what were the internal and external barriers to actually
engaging in sex activity, the only significant category of response for any group
was the rapists’ report of 15% who were ‘““afraid of sex” and 15% who had no
available sex partner.

Reaction to peak experience as an adolescent. The same questions were asked
the subjects concerning the experience that stood out most vividly in their minds
as adolescents (see Table 10). All of the groups showed greater interest at this age
than as adults in imitating the behavior viewed in the erotic material. The rapists
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particularly stood out with 80% recalling having had a desire to do so. The figures
also were much greater for wishing to try sex of any kind afterwards, and the
rapists again had the highest report at 75%. The high reports of all groups to both
of these questions may be merely reflective of the higher generalized desire for
sexual activity as adolescents than as adults. It also may reflect greater stimulation
because of the newness of the experience of erotic material in adolescence as
compared to viewing the erotic material as adults.

When asked about actual sexual activity, there seemed to have been more
actual imitation as adolescents than as adults, which also may be explained by the
factors referred to above. It is very interesting to note that the Black ghetto group
reported the highest percentage (38%) of actual imitation of the behavior viewed,
since the Black ghetto group was very low in reporting general use of por-
nography. Ac<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>