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THIS WE EK

of Sciences are showing exceptional
interest in. psychic research  being
 }| conducted by a controversial Californian
i lJhc;se work is treated with seepticism in the
. US. The Soviet Union’s intérest may have
"niore to do with possible military apphca—
! dnons _than pure science, although ‘this is
- denied by the rescarcher, Russell Targ, who
+has just returned from a ‘second scientific
lnp to Moscow,
Targ, a laser. physnmst left a pe)chlc
'research centre in California in- 1982
because its work: was increasingly domi-
, Rated by military considerations, He says
| he has begun a series of joint experiments
“with scaemists in the USSR involving a
coneept called remote viewing. :
According 1o its supporters, remote view-
“ing is the ability of a person 10 accurately

| SC!ENT]STS from the Soviet: Academy

describe locations, eyents, and ohjects from-

. which he'is separated by. s?au. and tme,
~Exnenmems normally involve a “psychic”
“attempting to describe the phvs:cal location
{ of another person,” called a “beacon’.

yehics can also supposedly “see” inside .

§1 buildings and even penetraie ﬁlmg cabinets
:anq ‘water,

Remote vne(vmgilis part of what has been
ic arms race’. Sceptics: -

"dubhed the
claim this is ittle more than an ei.lb()rdlt.

.plot to Keep the other side engaged in what.

Amounts to futile research. '

. In theory, remote viewers could view

1 enemy installations and secret  files.
Acoordm to Targ, the technique might

one day help verify nucledr-prohiemnon

; tmues

Harold PuthofF at the privately run Stan-
ford Research Institute (SRI). Tt has been

world, Targ says. His.critics claim that the

h does not stand up to rigorous
;scnytsny in controiled laboratory experi-

OEBSI; r{vﬂg David A ustin

-"V.':IOKAY qusﬂ. ONE
RAP F‘oR YES Two FoR NO

Remote wewmg was devised by T ar% and
n

| replicated in laborateries throughout the

-'lan Anderson, San Frunusco

lursf und Harary in
Mascow. Pier 39, "'(.'n
Francisco. Did ey
“ew’, fram there?

However. the Sov-
iet Union is (‘r‘ruum\
intiigued by Targ, A
This may be because of Targ's furmer dsso-
ctaticn with SRI which received $500 000
a4 year for .12 vears from the defence
department o conduct psychic rescarch,
Targ left when the emphasis switched {rom
pure research 1o military applicetions,

Targ has: formed a company called
Delphi * Associates, with two  partners.
Anthony White, a businessmzn. and Keith
Harary, a psychologist and another SRI
renegade. “We wanted 1o get out of the
institutional restrictions of SRI, so we
~ could talk to scientific colieagues and to the
~ public,”
psychic abilities,

A book by Targ and Harary, Tie Mind
Race, has sold 38 000 copies and will be
pubhshed 10 Britain next spring,

“The Russmm. are curious about what
Targ knows,” says Martin Ebon. a para-
psycholugmt and watcher of Scviet affairs.
“Their whole intelligence operation is a
gigantic vacuum cleaner. Russell l"aig 15
caught up in that'vacuum cleaner.’

Ebon, who is author of auomt'r recent

book called Pyschic Warfare: Threat or
Husion?,, suggests that remoie viewing is

part of a long-running Russian interest in

mind. contrél. “The Soviets consider
the human brain an ¢lectromechanical
‘instrument they can do something with.”
he said.. ‘

Larissa Vilenskaya, who worked at the
bioinformation . laboratory of the Popov
Institute in tl ie. Soviet Union until it was

says Harary, who claims to have |

Strange case of the psychlc spy’

Llosm in 1975, writes in Targ’s book that
“olficial Soviet scientists ‘are interested in
using [psychic powers] primarily to develpp
extended means for. mental infllucnee a{
distance”,

Ebon says that \u!enck.l\m laberatory

was closed by the KGB, which then split |
Soviet psychic: research into about 20 |

different institutes around the country.
Ebon speculates that morose behaviour by
President Carter in 1979 after he returned ;
from a meeting in Vienna with Soviet
President Leonid Brezhney may have bu,n
uused by mind control,

Targ denies that he is being used by the
USSR He claims that scientists in the
LISSR are penuinely interested in explain-
ing and understanding remote viewing,
1ather than using it for the manipulation of
behaviour.  Targ is working with the
theoretical problcms department of the

TWe're lookang for the physical correlates
‘thatre m, psychic tunctioning to the vest of
5.0 he told New Scientisi.
iaims that the military uses of
psychic ability are trivial when compared
with s uses for increased human aware-
nu;ﬁ He says there is no suggestion. of
military .pnh(auon in my dealings w:th
the. Soviets™.

Targ went to the USSR in Seplember
1983 with Harary and was told that the
Armenian Academy of Sciences had dupli-
caied his work on remote viewing.

e has just returned from a second. trip
and will £0 again in February. The latest
trip was tinanced by an organisation based
in Minneapolis called Project 37, which
‘Targ descibes as a private foundation inter-
ested in consciousness research,

‘Farg was accompanicd by his daughter.
Elisabeth, a medical siudent at Stanford
University who s fluent in Russian--she
:med as translaior in what Targ claims was

“landmark” in remote-viewing experi-
rmms that spanned 16 (00 kilometres.

This experiment involved a psychic
healer, Djuna Davitashvili, who treated
‘Brezhnev during the last two years of his
life. From her living room she allegedly
described in. defall a merry-go-round on
pier 39 in San Francisco, where Harary was
hldmg She is said to have started the
desciiption six hours before Harary. got
there. Targ says that a testimonial verifying
the research ‘procedures was obtainéd »

Soviet. Academy of Scienlces in Moscow. |
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a biophysicist from the Soviet
demy of Sciences.

/You cannot conclude anything on the
Jasis of one experiment,” said Paul Kurtz,
chairman of The Committee for the
Scientific Investigation of Claims of the
Paranormal (CSICOP). *To know if this
woman had precognitive powers would
require many tests over time.” §

There is no love lost between Targ and
CSICOP. He refused to attend its recent
meeting on his doorstep at Stanford and
called it a “cranky group of non-scientists™
(last issue, p 9).

The meeting condemned recent reports
that a psychic arms race is in progress,
Some of the exolic weapons being
researched by the Soviet Union, accurding
to those reports, are a “hyperspace nuclear
howitzer” in which a nuclear explosion
triggered in the Soviet Unton would be
directed towards the US by mental force
and a “photon barricr modulator” which
would induce iliness or even death by
lelepathy. Cir el

The Pentagon denies that it is fund-
ing any psychic research. Bul Ebon says
that the Radio Physics Laboratory at SRI
is still conducting remote-viewing ex-
periments which may have a nilitary
purpose. :

The  syndicated  journalist  Jack
Anderson, recently reported that SRI is

involved in a CIA project code-named -

“Grill Flame”. A psychic al  SRI’s
headquarters in Menlo Park, California,
was said to have been given the coordinates
of a Soviet nuclear testing arca at

‘Semipalatinsk, Kazakhstan. His descrip-

tion included a gantry and crane that
were revealed by later spy-satellite photo-
graphs. !

In another case, a psychic was said w0
‘have given the CIA the location in Atiica of
a downed Soviet bomber, £

Soviet scientists attack
ASOV]ET academician and ccologist,
Igor Petrianov-Sclokov. has accuscd
the US of conducting “virtual chemical
war” in Brazil, where defoliants Lave been
spraged to clear 2400 square kilomctres of
rainforest around the sife of a new hvdro-
electric power station. Pelrianov-Solokoy
all that 7000 people have died, two
Indian tribes have been exterminated. and
25 000 animal and plant species put “on
the verge of extinction” in the Amazon
basin by defoliants supplied by the Ameri-
can firm Dow Chemicals.

This accusation is the latest move in
what appears to be a concerted campaign
by the Sovict Union to blame the US for
the tragic results ol Brazil’s ill-conceived
and badly managed defoliation programme.

Soviet allegations of American involve-
ment, however. secem to rest solely on
Dow’s role as a supplier and the fact that
Dow previously provided the defoliants
used in Vietnam.

Nevertheless, Brazilian officials and
environment groups are concerncd about
the effects of the defoliants that cleared
land for the 4000-MW Tucurui hydro-
electric power station and dam, the fourth
biggest in the world (New Scientist, |1
October, p 10).

Originally, the contract to remove trees

Misiakes that ;iirrored Three Mile ]sland

Roger Milne, Snape

ol

N INCIDENT at Hevsham | nuclear

power station has foreed the Central
Electricity Generating Board to niake an
urgent review of procedures in its control
rooms at other nuclear stations, Operators
at Hessham failed to respond when duta
and alarm dispiays reaisiersd higher than
average  teraperatires - in o reactor-fucl
channels,

The ancident bappened in June, during
the commissioning of the advanced gas-
cooled reactor but before fuel had been
loaded. A report from the Nuclear Installa-
tons Inspectorate, requested by the Size-
well B public inguiry, concliges that the
event “revesled weaknesses in proceduie,
ergonomics and human pertormance™ in
the control reoi.

This revelution comes at an awkward
time for the gencrating board, which has
been assuring the Sivewell hearing that i

‘chomical war' in Brazi

fiom th

a tobe flooded and along trans-
IHSSIUA TOUes was awarded to the miliy
pension fund  Capem), which had no
saperience of such work, The fund eveni-
ually went bunkeupt. abandoning men and
cauipment o the forest, The Brazi
CONEICs IS now investigating the way i
which the contract was awarded.

in Lebruary Joao Bastos, Secrctary of

Agriculture in Para state, where the power
station s sited, began investigating repoits
of deaths and muscarriages along the
cleared transmission routes. He accused
Electronorte, the utility responsibie £ the
power plant, of ignoring the dangers vinch
could atise from ¢mpty chemical drums
abandoned in the forest. Local people had
been storing food and water in thern,

Bastos had also asked that plans (o Hood
areas of forest to create the lake behind
Tucurui Dam should be postponed untii
full chemical drums had been retrieved
from the area. But the flooding went ahead
nevertheless in September.

While Brazilian scientists are concerned
that this might spread the contamination to
other arcas, Soviel Weellv, pursuving its
anti-American campaign, reported on 3
November that the flooding was carricd out
“presumably in the hope of washing away
the evidence”, Judith Perera

s X e o B e

Compuier connrols at Iieysham: warnings
went L the hin

has fearnt the lessans of the Three Mile
Island accident in the United States.

The postortem on that aceident. the
woist ever at 4 nuclear power station, laid
most of the blame (o the ensuing chiaos on
bad tayout in the control room, confusing
alarm systems and poorly trained oper-
atore. Embarrassingly for the board, most
of these elements were present tn the
Heysham incident.

Two special units which simulate the |

flow of gas in fuel channels proved faulty
Blunking pivtes iell to the bottom of the
fuel channels and their absence: was not
noticed or checked viben the units were
withdhawn,

 MWihien fuel was Jater loaded, the channels
registered “anomalous readings”, but no
' vas laken. Wheis the reactor went
alarme showed that the two chan-
nels were regisiering higher than average
lwmiperawres ai the gas outlets, ' Apain,
these vamings were missed by the opera-
tors. Hali-an-hour fater. when a computer-
dssistecl sean highlighted  the abnormal
tenperatiares, checks were [inally made
and (he reactor shut down manuaily.

Fhe orginal alarms appeared both on a
sereed on the reactor engineer’s desk and as
part of a Major Cause Alarm display.

the gencrating board has set up a work-
g rany to review “urgently” the impli-
cativns of the uccident. Control
procedure has already been reassessed. And
the board will now exercise stricter contro!
of the cquipiment and components used for
COMMISLontig.

e inspector s report points out that
although an ncident  ccourred  which
combined “procedural and human errors”,
the prablem was detected and corrected
safely " a way that the commissioning
procedures anticipate”. At the very Wworst,
vossibie fuel damage would have béen con-
tained inside the réactor’s pressuce circuit.

The Sizewell B hearing has vet to learn in
detall about the hardware and software
proposals for the contre! room for Sizewell,
There has also been considerable concern
that, up to now. the board hus not included
human error as part of its overall risk
analysis for the reactor. 0

room |

B




2 VT









—

e ——







N Pl TE

e B S YR Ao
ﬂ%’L M&AW&




Example of progress in GENERAL ANALYTICS development.

Goal: to be able to identify a picture or a photograph
in a short space of time. ALL AOLS must be
identified by the viewer. The proportion of
eroneous perceptions must be very minimal
compared to the correct perceptions.

In a short space of time, the process should
result in a near-exact match.

This particular sample is the 10th trial where IS is

the developer viewer, and JT is the session monitor.
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