‘This wark, which combincs abstract symbol-
ism and brutal rcalism, has a message, 3 signifi-
cance which s best described in the artist’s own
wards. We quace him verbatim in the following
paragraphy—dictated a1 he worked in his Engle-
wood, N. I sudio.

“Originally my theme was, “Th
nature s the answer t the cr

“GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY LIGHT" .
An explanation of the Leo Katz Mural in the Johns-Manville Building.

freezing the water into enormous icicles with it

bolized in the explorer.  The wals and the .r.

bear represent the adaptability which
alio fights for survival in the preence of Cold.

Heat

+ human aspects, the
The nexe two hgures expres
infernal suffering—the man in
wild despair and pain, the woman in silent agony.
Heat the destroyer.

Sound
“This wction concentrates upon the painful
aspects of paise (wund uncantrolled). 1 tried

th treat thee Vrm the pasbebaonal Pt
view by smbuluring the primetrny wroe to swe.
ket e

“The firet trgare i front i the mwcrpbone
represents the wmane sresmeng of the bystere
whes. theangh b pats b Bncers mtu b vwn ears,
et meeid the-rmarance of an sl

“The indlomwing ixe. et the bune b, repre-
wents wailmg, swwpeiwd gref.  The nevt hest
s wreamn, The twe frcures sbvme sand for
the bucols i te make the mavemam of wnd
—by wng the magrafring prwers of the e~
e b amd the three pipe.

“Thew primitive impubes Jond over to the
jungle wands of the avage beating the drum
with melancholy meemteny. the trampeting of
the clephant amd the apcn mmasth of the hippo-
potarmun, Beween them i s canmon firing, sm-
hudising the lowest kevel of the jungle vre in
man.

"This fex s over tor the Fourth sectiom of

Mechanical Mobion

~The detailk in this section repreent ditferent
weful machines, symbrdizing material prigres,
which. properly used, will defy the rbue.  Cor-

2atvom whwch, withouwt .rnr-_hlh..&lnnr‘a
therstere tor damwnste bunumey. Thew ou-
chmes, by the wav, | painted from swndies made
0 the ypones’s {actono.

The Central Figure

“The went thevagh meveral phues during the
procew of execution. The idea of pasting 3 ig-
wre. symboliring hununity, in_ perfect control

she point where wr knaw how o exert control
for the benefit of 2l humanity.  Obwvioudy we
are not in perfect control.

"As much 1 we have achicved of 2 certain

.._:xau.:r_'::_.x istory of genius we find

that., no mareer how proud and overbearing some

of them may have acred in life, they received the

r«:&gem.:i_.u:i. oaly after humble, 5i-
ez meditation.

*So, still adhering to my original theme, 1 felt
that the Genius of Mankind had to be depicted
in 2 heroic gesture of praver, knedling on hard
angular ground, ready to reccive some rays of
light 25 an answer to frantic need.

“During the work 2 hammer and a shovel,
symbols of labor, and a few smokestacks without
smmoke, were added spontancously. This broad-
ened the meaning of the figure and, as it were.
brought it up to the minute so that fina
meaning grew beyond the original conception of
gemius. It became the personified, desperate ery
.... our time: the cry for g_mnrﬂn:_nna which

1Eoﬂhmn=§ﬁmgnr§§~ﬂuu§
gemnrnmonﬂﬂlﬂr-aiaiﬁm&l
instruments we have brought into existence.
x.—-rﬁnn__n--nﬂumd—vi.!s-rn.ﬂin-&
which T finally crystallized into the inscription,
“Give us this day our daily fight.” It is my hopc
that this will become 2 part of the standard
prayer of the new ers, whose terrific Labor pains
we arc now experiencing.”
The Background
“The rest of the mural consists of a background

shading from an intense, saturated blue at the
t%0 ends through lighter blues to the center of

Katz, the artisc. and m_v. Jacques Kahn, the archi-
tect, cooperated to demonstrate the possibility
of 2 complete symphonic compasition of 2 room.
The wsual vBa&ci is to erect a building and.




