ASTRO—MYTHOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY
by Leo Katz, director Atelier 17

OPHIUCHUS — 1950
Engraving and Soft-Ground Etching by Leo Katz

This plate is the first of a planned series, dealing with constellations.
The purpose of this series is neither purely technical, scientific nor
purely artistic. After many years of analyzing the movements of
modern art, I came to the conclusion that we suffer from a formidable
#solationism. Most art movements concentrate, with uncompromising
exclusiveness on extremely limited problems of content or presentation.
I chose an approach of “dAstro-Mythological Psychology” because it
seems to offer a stepping stone to a wider horizon, a bridge between
isolated and neglected areas,
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While working on the Ophiuchus plate .T also worked on a canvas
dealing with the myth of Cygnus, which has also strong subconscious,
emotional as well as astronomical associations. I did -not know why
I had started with those two constellations which are not even parts
of the Zodiac. True, Ophiuchus was one of the oldest universal sym-
bols I could find but Cygnus was a choice I could not explain or
justify. Recently (almost 5 years after the choice was made) I saw
a chart of the radio telescope of Ohio State University which shows
that the peak of intensity of radio signals comes from the immediate
vicinity of Ophiuchus and -another most concentrated center is in
Cygnus while large sections of the sky seem silent or dead -as far
as radio impulses are concerned. The fact that I picked those two
centers whence the most intense bombardment of radio waves orig-
inates could be an interesting coincidence. Some day when we know
more about such things and their origins we might step into all sorts
of surprising problems.

9— f our directions gallery.

CENTER e+ DISCUSSIONS  PUBLICATIONS

114 FOURTH AVENUE NEW YORK 3, N, Y.

.EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR — M. MINTZ R .
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL—B. BOVASSO, L. BOVASSO, E. JASTRAM,
E. F. MINTZ, D, ROSENFELD, F. H. STERN, M. VILLARD,




