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Pukonuid Aroll - " - Manihiki Atoll “:" . i Numerous islets and nearly 40 miles of reef -
*"-',(Da:P i) '_), : Pt S enclose one of the largest lagoons of the Pa-
S DANGELEY, Lol | cific. Penrhyn and nearby Manihiki are famed
2y The four atolls of Pukapuka, Manihiki, Raka- - “12°%% " “for their valuable pearl shell beds. -~ .
< Sl hanga,-and Penrhyn, though administered by . e ;
paEy ) ¢ | New Zealand, are claimed by the United States. - " i
: : These claims are based either on discovery by -
i ape | ULS. vesselsor on the Guano Act of 1856, which - d 207N
30917 ! s Hawail
provides for the appurtenance to the U.5. o ; e
unclaimed guano islands. Sivo E Ocean’
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“DETACHED PARTS OF THE EARTH,” wrote Capt. =~ - . a7
James Cook of these islands named in his honor after s
he discovered five of them in the 1770’s. Tips of extinct ...
0 oleanoes form most of the southern Cook Islands,
13058 coral atolls the northern. The total of IS comprises less T ZEALAND /S i
¥ * than 100 square miles of land scattered over 750,000 .- . 3600 2 %
square miles of ocean. Some 20,000 Polynesians . - ’ ; / : G,"aﬂ“‘"
inhabit the archipelago, exporting copra and more - - we "/ 10° v

than a million gallons of citrus juice annually. . . i e
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MRarotonga, administrative center and largest
- of the Cook Islands, supports nearly half their
 popufation. Sections of Polynesia’s oldest high-
_ way, coral-paved Ara Metua, still survive here.
. The “Old Road” circled the island 2 thousand

| years ago.
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