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INTRODUCTION 
_. ..................... ..._ __ 

This lit tle hist o rical romanc e e�nt e rs around o ne o f  the li t tle­
known but impo rtant c ri se s  in the li fe  of Si r F ra n ci s  Bac on. I t  ha s 
b e e n  held for ove r a hund red yea rs now, by such A me ri ca n s  as D e lia 
B a con , D r. 0 rvi lle Owe n ,  Eli za b e th lve ll s Gallup , Igna tiu s  D o nnelly 
and Ed,dn Re ed1 tha t B a con wa s the legi tima�e s on of Que e n  Eli zab e th 
and t he Ea rl o f  Lei c e s t e r .  N o t  only that , the lawye r-phi l o soph e r- p o e t  
al so wro t e  t h e  Shak e sp e a re Play s . T h e  ma t e ri al for t hi s  novel e t t e  i s  
ba sed on  the s e  two fac ts .  

B a con ' s  goal wa s t o  re s to re man t o  hi s p ro pe r pla c e , ma s t e r o f  
hims elf and ma s te r  o f  N a tu re . H e  s t at e s t hi s i n  th e wri ti ng s  pQbli sb­
ed under hi s own n ame , e sp e ci al ly " I ns t a u ra�o Magna" ,  the Grea t  R es­
to ra tion -- t o  f re e  knowle dge f rom the s ti fling dogma of t he Roman 
Ca tholic Chu rch . I n  hi s g re a t  wo rk s on Phi l o sophy Si r F ranci s divi d e s  
knowl edge i nt o  six pa rt s .  The analysi s o f  Spe d di ng ,  Re e d  and o th e rs 
i ndi c at e s  t hat fou r  pa rt s of i t  we re fi ni shed b e fo re hi s suppo sed 

.death i n  1626 . 

-The fi r s t  wa s a compil a tio n of the ba si c  knowle dge avai lable to 
l�e stern Eu rope i n  the 16th Century , B a con ' s  lfA dvanc eme nt o f  Lea rning" •. 
The s e cond wa s a li s ti n g  of the rul e s  by whi ch a pe r son should be gui­
d e d  i n  his s e a rch f o r Tru t h , " Novum O rganum" . The thi rd wa s simply 
a colle c ti o n  of the f a c t s  of N a ture . Thi s was not com pl e t e e  but "Syl­
va Sylva rum" wal' p a rt of i t :  Hi s t ory of Wind s ,  Hi s to ry of t he D en s e  
and !ta re , e tc . 

T h e  fou rth pa rt of F ranci s Ba con ' s  Re stora ti on of K nowl edge wa s 
a d ramati c p re s en tati on of human s t re ng t h s  a nd we a kne s s e s ,  a nd th e 
e t hi c s  a nd mo ral s whi ch would support o r  c or�e c t  t h em .  B ro a d  hin ts 
a s  to thi s intend ed u s e  of the Plays a re contai ned in "Novum O rganum" 
where he writ e s :  "Fo r I am f orming a hi sto ry a nd T abulae I nveni e ndi 
for ang e r ,  fea r ,  shame and the li ke, f o r  ma t t e rs poli ti cal • • •  I mean 
a ctual type s and mod e l s, by whi ch the e ntire p ro ce s s  of the mi nd and 
the whol e fab ric a nd o rd e r  of i nvention f rom the b e gi nnin g t.o t he e nd 
of c e rtai n subje ct s., and tho s e  va ri ou s  and rema rkable, . s hould b e  s e t , 
a s  i t  we re , b efo;fe the eye s • • •  -n 

The famous Bacon histori an o f  th e 1 9th Centu ry ,  S pe d di ng� s ays , 
" O f  the fou rth p a rt (of B a co n� s  p hi lo s o phy ) not even a ny f ragment ha s 
come down to u s . n  But Re e d  poin t s  out that the Comedies , His to ri e s  
a nd T rage di e s  o f  Shake s-pe a re a dmi rably fill the bill." 

"Ki ng Lea r" po rt ray s i ng ra ti tud e , nothello" je alo u sy , " Ti mon of 
Athens" prodigality, "Me a s u re for Measu re" hypoc ri sy 1 " Ri cha rd I I "  
flattery , and so on. B a co n  wa $n9t i nt e re st e d  i n  p ainting indi vi dual 
portrai t s  of type s ,  a s  i n  a book on psychol o gy, but dramati z i ng them 
i n  th�i r natu ral s etti ng !  F or h e  wrote i n  " A dvanc ement of Lea rning" 
hi s desi re to sho w  "th� various combinati on s and a rrangement s of whi ch 
all cha racters �ha tev�r a re made up, how many • • •  how c onne c t ed and 
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subo rdinate, o ne t o  anoth e r; s o  we may have a s ci enti fi c and a c cu rate 
di s sec ti on of mind s and characte rs , and the sec ret dispo sitio n s  o f  par­
ti cul a r  men reve aled ; and that fo r the knowl ed g e  the re of bette r  rule s 
may b e  f rame d fo r the t reatment of  t h-e mind . '' 

The Germa n li t e ra.ry hi s t o ri an ,  Ge o rge Gervi nu s , hi t c l o se t o  our 
sec re t  w-hen· he  a g reed wi th Si r Franci s on " the want o f  a s ci e nce of 
human natu re" and tha t  " hi s t o ri an s  and p o e t s a re the o ne s  to supply . 
i t ;  and he_ ( B a c o n ) mi ght well have sea rche d f o r  i t ,  b e f o re al l ,  i n  the 
�riti.ng·s of hi s nei ghbo r ,  Shakes pea re , fo r no o th e r po e t ry ha s taught­
u s ,  a s  hi s ha s d one , that the taming o f  the pa s sio ns i s  the aim of hu-
man civi li zati o n . " 

· 

N ow we a re n o t  g o i n g  s o  fa r a s  t o  s ay thi s was F ra nci s B a co n ' s 
hi gh purp o se at  the time o f  t his  s t o ry ,  J uly 1 5 9 7 . H e  wa s o nly an i m­
pecuni ou s you ng lawye r the n ,  wi th the expen si ve ta s t e s o f  a young noble­
man and the pu rse o f  a po o r  commonerl H e  wrote t he Play s p rima rily 
t o  make mo ney , a s  well a s  give rel e a se to t h e  i rrep re s s i bl e  c reative 
drive withi n him. I n  modern pa rl ance he wa s a n' ang ry young man also , 
tho rough ly di s gu s te d  � th the co rruption o f  the time s ;  s o  the Play s 
exp re s sed hi s libe ral p oliti cal leani n g s  a nd the reby hang s ou r tal e .  

It wa sn ' t  unti l t e n  o r  fi fteen ye a r s  la t e r, when the fi ckle -pub­
li c ta s te had g o ne on to o the r amu s ement s a nd s tyle s , that t�e g re a t  
dramati st- turned- st a t e sman deci d ed t o  use the old P l a y s  a s  t he f o u rt h  
pa rt o f  hi s ambi ti o u s  p ro g ram., t h e  Re s t o ra ti o n  o f  Lea rni n g . A s' a re sult 
of thi s he extensively .r0w·rot e and a d d e d  new s cene s fo r t he Great F oli o 
edi ti o n  o f  the Play s i n  1 6 23 ,  yea rs a f t e r Sha g sburre1s d e a th a t  St rat­
f o rd in 1616 . 1000 new lines we re a d d e d  t o  " Th e  T ami ng of  the Sh rew''• 
Bac o n  d oubl e d  the l ength o f  the text o f  the o l d  e di ti o n  o f- "He n ry vn, 
whi ch di s plays he r�i sm . Two new s c e ne s we re. added .  1000 new li ne s  
we re add e d  t o· '' Ki ng John" . Thi s 16 23 rewri te wa s al s o  f o r  the sake o f  
B a con's Wo rd Cypher i n  the Plays - - which c o d e  wa s b roken i n  the 1 8 80 s  
by D r. Owen . The Wo rd Cyph e r i s  the o nly s ource f o r  some o f  nacon ' s  
pe rs onal hi st o ry f rom which our ma t e ri al is d rawn . 

But eno ugh o f  l i t e ra ry an alysi s a nd c ri ti ci sm. Let ' s  fle sh out 
the s e  d ry i n t el l e ctual bo ne s  ld t h. the  warmth o f  human pa s sio n s  o f  a 
few o f  o u r  anc e s to r s  of 370 ye a rs ago ! 

(i i ) 

Ri l ey H an sa rd C rabb 
Vi sta , C ali fo rni a 

june 21., 1 966 
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FRANCIS BACON AND HIS FATHER, THE EARL OF LEICESTER . 

From The Tragetfy of Francis Bacon, Harold Bayley 
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A comparison of the portraits of these two men in adult life show unmistakably marked resemblances. The resem­
blance between Francis Bacon, Queen Elizabeth and Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, is too strong to be ignored. 
On the other hand, if the portrait of Francis Bacon be compared with those of Sit Nicholas and Lady Bacon, it will 
be seen that he is unlike them in every particular . . .  in form, build and facial characteristics. Everything indicates that 
he was regarded by them as a '\var��' and not as a son. 
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F RA NCIS BA CON , 1597 

CHAPTER ON E 
-------�--.-.....-..... 

" Th e  D ark Ni ght Hath S o  Di s c overed . "  

� ni ght to  rememb er , tha t i t  was , the Que e n ' s  ball i n  the palac e 
at Gre enwich . The time? J uly 26, 1 5 9 7. Engla nd wa s i n  an und e clared 
war with S pain and the Church .  The pe o pl e  we re i n  an und eclared but 
o pen c onfli c t wi th Eliz abeth ' s  governme nt . And at the pala c e ?  The 
war betwe en the s exe s .  A h ,  but tha t wa s the und e cl ared war whi ch out­
la s t ed all the o thers and gave endl e s s  d eli ght , e s pe ci ally in thi s 
c o u rt d omi nat ed by a di s s olute old monarch , now i n  the 39th ye ar of 
h e r rei gn. In l at er yea rs ,  a di s c erni n g  hi s t orian of th a t  same happy 
ki ngd om would s ay that ab s olute power c orrupt s a b so lutely .  A ft e r  a 
li f e ti me of undi s put e d  rul e  o f  En gland� " g o o d" Que en B e s s  wa s th e per­
f e c t  example o f  th e axiom . 

But why phi l o s o p hi z e  when warm a rms and wa rmer, s o f ter li p s  awai t 
i n  the d arkne s s  of an  aleove� B e t ter ye t ,  l et ' s  fi nd a bal co ny where 
summer bre ez e s  fi ng e r the c url s and the curve s of a c ou rt b e auty and 
fan the s park o f  l ove i n t o  a flame of pa s si o n . 

Wi thi n ,  the mu si ci an s  bow their fid d l e s and the strain s  o f  t h e  
Que en ' s  favori te melody guid e the me asure d s t e p s  o f  t h e  d anc e rs .  Th ere 
in the b rilli ant glare 9f a thousand candle s, and und er the alert gaz e 
of a thou s and eyes, l ove i s  a t  a rm ' s length and expre s s ed  wi th t h e  
gl e am o f  a n  eye o r  a sli ght sque e z e  of the fin gers a s  the pa rtne r s  
turn , walk or gli d e. 

A h ,  but here i n  the shelterin g g l o om i t' s  body t o  body.  O ne can 
thri ll t o  the d eli ci ou s le n g th of li mb . The re' s p re ci ou s l i t tle be­
n e a th the Eli z abe than g own i n  summcre The t\-10 pro t a g o ni s t s  in the 
world ' s  old est b a t tle rel axed their hold  o n  e a ch o the r . · They we re a 
li ttl e  s tartled a t  the d e sire whi c h  flame d upwa rd fro m thei r l oi n s ; b e ­
sides , t h e y  were n o t  al one o n  t h e  bal c o ny. N ow tha t th ei r e ye�.were 
gro�m a c cu s t omed to the d arkne s s ,  t hey s aw and hear d  o th e r s  savo ri n g  
the d eli ght s of t h e  fle sh . 

'Ja s tha t whi te s ha f t  i n  the d ark the l e n g th o f  a lady ' s  ski rt? 
Or wa s i t  her le g ,  nak ed to the thi gh ? F rancis B a c o n  di dn ' t  wai t to 
make su re but pivoted hi s lady love firmly around and moved her away 
and ove r t o  the bal cony railing and the s of t  sta rli ght. There was a 
thre e -qua rter moon t o  a�d mo re li ght and tip th e tre e s i n  the ga rden 
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��t h  pale silve r .  Hal f in j est , half t o  turn hi s mind f rom the ra gin g 
bl o od wi thi n  hi m,  he b re a th e d  a few li nes f rom o ne o f  hi s old  play s .  

" A h, the moon , the enviou s  moo n , 
Who i s  al re ady si ck and pal e with g ri e f , 
That thou h e r mai d a rt f a r mo re fai r than she • •  " 

Lady Eli z ab e th H a tt o n ,  mo r e  c onc e rned wi t h  t he wo nd rou s s t o rm 
a rou s e d  wi t hi n  h e r ,  wa s sil e nt . H e r  l ov e r  t ri e d  a gai n .  

"S he s p e ak s ,  ye t she s ay s  n o thi n g : wha t  o f  tha t ?  
H e r eye di s c o u r s e s ,  I wi ll answer i t . - ­
I am t o o  b old , 'ti s n o t  t o  me s h e  s pe ak s : 
Two o f  the f ai re st s t a r s  i n  all the he aven , 
Havin g s o�e bu si ne s s  t o  e nt rea t  h�r eye s 
T o· twi nkle i n  t hei r s �he re s ti l l  the y  ret u rn • •  " 

.. The go rge o � s · c re atu re wi thi n hi s arm, almo s t  a s  t all a s  he , s ti r­
red an·d pu she d  sl i gh tly awa·y wi th a l au g h . S he, t o o , wel c ome d  thi s 
c hange of. Pt:l�e and pi eked him up wi th o·the r of Juli et ' s  i mmo rtal li nc s .  

' "Oh , gentle F ranci s ,  
If th ou d o st l o ve , · p ro nounc e · i t  f ai thfully ; 
O r i f  thou t hi nke s t I am to o qui ckly wo n ,  
I 'll f rown , and b e  pe rve r s e , and say thee nay . 
S o  thou wilt wo o ; but el s e , not fo r t he wo rld . 
I n  ·t ruth , fai r Franci s ,  I am t o o  f o nd ; 
A nd th e refo re thou may st t-hi nk my ' havi ou r  li ght : 
But t ru s t  me , gentleman ,  I ' l l  prove mo re t rue 
Than t ho s e  th at hav e  more cunni ng to b e  st �ange . 
I shoul d  have be en mo re s t ran ge , I mu s t  co nfe s s ,  
But that thou ove r-he a rd s t , e re I wa s ' wa re , 
My t rue l ov e ' s  pas si o n : the re fo re , pa rdon me ; 
A nd no t impute this yi e l di ng to li ght l ove, 
Whi ch the d a rk ni ght h a th s o  di s co ve red . "  

F ranci s th ri lled wi t hi n  hi m as neve r befo re t o  he a r  tho s e  immo rtal a 
li ne s _ so wond rou s sp oke , _ so  real f rom the c ou rt beauty cl o s e  l o ck e d  t o  
hi s si d e . T h e  l awye r wa s o ' erwhelme d b y  t ·h e  p o e t . 

" La dy , by �ond e r  bl e s�e d moo6 I swe a r, 
Tha t t� p s  with silve r all the s e  f rui t - t re e  to .p s  -- " 

" Oh ,  swe a r  _no t by the moo n ,  the i ncon s tant mo o n , "  she p rot ested , 
" that monthly · c hange s i n  he r e nci rcl e d  o rb .  Lest th�t thy l ove p ro ve 
likewi se va ri abl e . ''" 

"Wha t s hall I swear by, �il li b e t ? "  a ske d F ranci s i n  mo ck d e s pai r. 
T hi s wa.� rich .  This was wo nd e rful . Th e incomp1rabl e  Lady H a t t on re­
tu rni n g  hi s l i ne s in a set ting bette r  than any play . T hi s wa s li fcf 
He r m�mo ry of Julie t ' s lines continued . 

"D o not swear a t  all; 
O r  i f  thou wilt, swe a r by thy gra ci ou s s elf , 

I 
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Whi ch i s  the god of my i dola try ,  
A n d  I'll believe t h e e . "  

"If my h e a rt ' s  d e ar l ove , - - " be  began in re ply but she pushed 
gently and fi rmly away f ro m  him. The g e nt l eman o ' e rc ame the l over and 
he yi elded to a s epa ra ti on of a fvw inche s. .  Lady Hatton c o nti nued·- the 
play . 

"We ll, d o  not  swear;  altho ugh I joy i n  thee, 
I have no j oy o f  this c ont ra c t  t o ni ght ; 
I t  i s  t o o  ra s h ,  t o o  una dvi s e d , t o o  sud d e n ; 
To o li ke the li ghtni n g ,  whi c h  d o t h  c ea s e  t o  be 
E re o ne can say , it li ghte n s . S we e t , good  ni ght ! 
Thi s bud o f  l ove , by summe r ' s  ripeni ng h re a th ,  
May p rove a b e au t e ou s  flowe r wh e n  next we me e t . 
Go o d  ni ght ! Good  ni ght ! a s  swe e t  re p o s e  and re s t  
C ome t o  thy h e a rt a s  tha t  wi thi n my b re a s t ! "  

They were si d e  by si d e , l o oki ng o ut ove r the mo o n-mi s t ed beauty 
of the ni ght .  F ranci s l·ro uld have t u rned he r t o  him t o  ta s t e  a gai n the 
heady wi ne o f  he r so f t  li p s , t o  pre s s  a gain i n t o  tha t mi lk - full b re a s t . 
The  next line s we re s o  a p p ro p ri ate ! 

" O h ,  wi l t  thou leave me so unsa ti sfi ed? " he demanded as he t ri ed 
t o  swi n g  h e r a ro und t o  fac e him , but she would no t and th rust away . 

"'vhat s ati sfa c ti on c an s t  thou have t o ni ght ?n Li lli b e t  gath e red 
he r ski �t s and beaded f o r the li ght , the  mu si c and the noi sy b all wi th­
i n .  F ranci s ,  exceedi ng b old , followed qui ck to  c a t c h  he r .  

" the exch an ge o f  thy l o ve ' s  fai thful v o w  f o r  min e . "  

A t  the d o o r  he caught he r h and and t ri ed tn vai n t o  draw he r ba ck 
into  the p re gnan t  d a rkne s s . 

" I  gave the e  mine be fore th ou did st reque st i t. Is t ha t no t 
enough ? " S h e  f l ashe d  a d azzli ng smi le at  hi m ,  twisted qui ckly f rom hi s 
g rasp , but i n  doi n g  so pulled h e r hand ac ro s s the j ewe l l ed buckle a t  
hi s wai s t . The  s c ratch b ro u ght blo o d  and a sha rp " ouehn f rom he r • 

F ranci s was all c ont ri t e and wo uld have ki s se d  the bl o o d  away f ro m  
t h e  littl e wo und but she c o ve red i t  qui ckly with a bi t o f  l ace- edged 
li nen f rom he r bo som.  

"A l l ow me, I p ray , Li lli be t , "  F rancis l e ane d  ove r  he r h a nd the 
b e t t e r t o  s e e  the extent o f  the in j u ry -- they we re sti ll i n  t he ahad ­
ow o f  th e d o o �!ay -- and also t o  avoi d the hu rt ang e r that flame d u p  
sudd enly i n  he r eyes . H e  lo oked up . 

"It i s  n o thi n g ,  reall y . "  

Elizabe th twis t ed away a gai n ,  le aving he r li nen i n  hi s hand , and 
sli pped among the p res s of c ou rti e rs i n  the hall wi th F ranci s in hot 
pu r sui t .  

• 

• 
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Lady Ha tton th re a d e d  he r way s1dftly along the e d ge o f  the ball­
room flo o r ,  in a nd out among s t  danc e rs and spe ct a t o rs unti l she re ached 
the th rone . F a c e d  wi th the choi c e  of go in g a roun d  b e hi nd it o r  c ro s si ng 
i n  f ro n t , she cho s e  the l a t te r a nd a ssay e d  t o  pa s s  the Que e n  wi th a l ow 
curt sy . B e s s  t o ok i n  pu rsue d and pu rsue r a t  a glanc e .  

,., Ho , "  she s t opped Lady Ha t to n  wi th an impe ri ou s  but f ri end ly g e s ­
ture , " p ray tell , wha t  n e w  d a n c e  i s  t hi s ?" 

F ran ci s d ro pp e d  to hi s kne e s  b efo re hi s mo the r; � he knew hi s p r e s­
enc e o nly t o o  well . But thi s baggage , thi s vi si o n  of l o veli ne s s  caught 
h e r l e che rou s eye , the fi gur e ri pe  wl th new mothe rh o od , t he full b re a�t s 
burs ti ng f rom thei r confi ni ng b o di c e , the ri ch , d a rk ,  wavy hai r ,  d e e p  
b rown eye s a gai n s t  a creamy whit e ski n . Lady Hatton , wi d owe d at  1 9  a nd 
wi th a ye a r-old d au ghter ,  wa s i nd e e d  a j oy t o  b e hold . A dd to that ex­
ten sive p ro pe rti e s i n  E ngla nd and lval e s ,  h e rs i n  he r own ri gh t ,  and 
.£hi .§ Ellz ab e t h  wa s on e ·o f  ·the p ri z e  c a t c he s of Lond o n  in 1 597 !  

The s c ra tch o n  the b a c k  o f  h e r hand wa s s ti ll o o zi ng a d rop of 
bloo d . The Que e n  s aw i t .  S he l o oked qui ckly a t  F ranci s and back at 

··ti l li b e t , who blu shed ro sy red and l owe red he r h e ad and eye s s li ghtly , 
t o  reveal unbelievably l o ng l a she s .  H e r  Ma j esty l o oke d s t e rnly a t  
F ranci s �;tgai n . 

" l�ha t  l ov e r ' s qua rre l
. 

i s  thi s that e n ds i n  bl oo d she d ?n S h e  wa s n ' t  
really ang ry but neve rtheless , "Away wi th you , M r .  B ac o n .  I ' ll t e nd 
t o  he r mys elf . Come fo rwa rd ,  l a ss .  n 

Thu s ab ruptly di smi ssed , Franci s rose to  hi s f e e t  and wi thd rew 
di s con solate  i nt o  the pre ss . Lady H a tton ' s  bl o o d - s p o t t e d  li nen wa s 
sti ll ti ghtly cl utched i n  hi s h and . 

Eve r t h ri ll e d  a t  the si ght and Dmell o f  bl o od , g o o d  Que en B e s s  
rea ch ed qui ckly f o r  a lace  hanky o f  her own a nd , igno ri ng Lil li be t ' s  
p ro t e s t s , p re s se d  ti ghtly a g ai nst the li ttle wound . D oubly s ti mulated , 
t h e. old  j ad e  pe rked up and t o o k  a liveli e r  i nt e re s t  i n  t he eveni n g ' s  
f e s ti v� tie s and e s pe ci ally i n  th� b e aut e ou s  gi rl be f o re he r. 

Lady Hat ton had styl e
. 

and d ash , and the ever- re ady wi t so  hi ghly 
p ri z e d  by the Que e n  and he r · c ou rt .  B eyond that the gi rl wa s culture d , 
well e du c a ted and had t rave l e d  wid ely,  maki n g  a bri lli ant c onve rs atio n­
al foil f o r  the s ophist�ca t e d  old mona rch. Li lli be t  wa s qui t e  di ffe rent 
f rom the vi rginal young ladi e s -i n-wai ti ng who c ame so  i nno ce�tly to 
Que en Eli z abe th ' s  p ri vy c hambe r.  The  t h ri ll o f  t he cha s e  wa s upon he r.  
The old j a d e  wa s a pa s t -mi s t re s s a t  l e ch e ry and fi fty yea r s ' e xpe ri en c e  
i n  the a rt o f  l ove wa s tu rne d t o  the fa s ci na ti n g  t ask'o f  conqu�ring 
t h e  4eli gh tful pri ze before · he r .  

The f a ct that he r so n F ranci s wa s payi n g  co u rt t o  t h e  gi rl bothe r- . 
e d  old B e s s  no t a whi t ; rat he r di d i t  add an ext ra filli p to the chase . 
If  she c ould be d the girl be f o re h e r  so n ?  W'ha t ra re spo rt in d e ed! Thi s 
pe rve r s e  t ri umph wa s j u s t  the kind o f  p lay whi c h  app e al e d  the mo st  to  
the e c centric que en .  Jaded years b e fore wi t h  a s u c c e s si on o f  th� mo st 
hand s ome , vi ril e mal e s her kin gdom a ff o rd e d , he r syphili ti c nymphomani a 

• 

• 
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had d riven her to s e ek the mo re exqui si t e , l e s bi an d eli ghts of her own 
s e x .  T h e  reputati on s o f  the gi rl s who g radua t e d  f rom h e r school o f  
vene ry had l o ng b e fo re sprea d  t o  t he Con ti nent . Whe re p o s s i bl e  o r  ne­
c e s sa ry .  the old bitch mar ri e d  t hem o ff to nobl emen who would be s t  mai n­
tai n he r d e s p o ti sm. 

F o r  hi s pa rt ,  F ranci s Bacon knew o nly t o o  well what lay ahead o f  
Lady Hat t o n  th a t  eveni ng: o r  wha t h e  di d n ' t  know f o r s u re h e  sus p e c t e d; 
a nd hi s h e a rt wa s t roub l ed .  T hi s wa s j u s t  o ne mo re rebuff added t o  the 
long s t ri n g  of humi li a ti o n s  and f ru st ra ti o n s  s t re t cii ng back to hi s 
e a rli e s t chi ld hood . H e , who sho uld have b e e n  F rancis Fi rs t, Kin g  o f  
England -- o r  a t  l ea s t  P ri nc e  o f  lvale s  a t  thi rty- si x -- wa s s ti l l  o nly 
F ranci s B a c on, ri s i n g  young b a rri s te r with out t i t l e  o r  l an d s.! Mu st he 
s uff e r lo s s  of hi s l a dy l ove to hi s mo th e r? A s  wel l  as hi s h o no r? 

Conce rned wi th hi s i nne r turmoi l he made hi s way unne eJi n g  th rough 
the me rrime nt t o  o n e  of the g ame ro oms where i t  wa s a li t t l e  mo re qui e t .  
He h�lped himsel f  t o  a gla s s  o f  wi ne a t  the si d e bo a rd ,  s ki rt ed the 
table s o f  P ri mero playe rs ab s o rb e d  i n  thei r ca rd s ,  and slumped in t o  a 
d e ep chai r. 

He  si pped hi s wi n e . It  wa s d e li ci ou s t o  t h e  t a s t e  but whe n  the 
alcohol burned d own hi s t h ro a t  i t  almo s t  g a g g e d  him .  A ny vague i d e a  
he h a d  o f  dulling hi s pai n wi th the g rape l e f t  him. Wi th Li lli be t ' s  
bl o o d - s tai ned ke rc hi e f  s ti ll i n  hi s l eft hand he fell t o  c o n t emplati ng 
the fli cki n g  fi relight th rough the g o l d e n  amb e r o f  t h e  li qui d , s pa rk­
ling b ri lli antly in the d e l i c a t e  Vienne s e  goble t .  Hi s fancy re tu rne d 
t o  the ball ro om he had j u s t  l eft � t o  the two Eli z abe ths , one ni net e e n ,  
t h e  o the r sixty-fou r .  He  wat ched t h e  we aving o �  t h e  hypno ti c s pell by 
whi ch the old j ade  g l amori z ed the girl much as a snake bi nd s the fa s­
cina ted gaz e of a bi rd .  A l ready , they had re ti red to t ha t  c h a rmi ng ,  
i ntima t e  li t tl e  ro om whi ch had been the s cene o f  many a p revi ou s co n­
que s t  i n  t h e  battl e  of s e x .  

"Do st  th ou si ng ? "  t h e  Queen had asked . Li lli be t repli e d  i n  th e 
affi rmati ve .  Wi thout the h el p o f  her ladi es,  the Queen ro s e . The su r­
roundi ng syc o phant s the reupon knelt o r  cu rt si e d  in eve r-wi d enin g  wave s ," 

li k e  g rai n falli ng b e f o re the scythe . U rgin g them t o  be on  wi t h  thei r 
me rriment , she tuck e d  h e r s t e el c ru t c h  unde r o ne a rm ,  t oo k  the hand o f  
Lilli b e t  i n  t h e  o th e r, and s tumped off� There w�re knowing l o o k s  and 
many a sly j e s t among the cou rtie r s  a s  the o rchest ra s truck up the d anc e 
agai n .  

One among them oe eme d e spe ci ally e l a te d . It  was a mi s-shape n 
� wre t ch o f  a man , t he Que en ' s  secre t a ry o f  s t at e , Robe rt C e ci l .  H e  vi ­

g o rou sly nodd e d  hi s a pp roval a s  Eli z ab e th Hatto n ma rched o ff . She wa s 
hi s nei c e . He would make su re t ha t  this blo ssoming i nti maQy wou ld b e of 
.g re a t  value to him and to the C e ci l  clan ! 

A ll th at wa s most expensi ve and b e s t  in Con t i nental a rt ,  d ra pe ry 
�nd fu rni shi ng s ,  g ra c e d  the exqui si te chamb e r t o  whi ch Que en B e s s  l e d  
he r subj e c t  -- o r  sh ould w e  s ay o b j e c t ?  Li lli be t ga s ped i n  su rp ri s e 
and de li ght . She had heard of thi s li t t l e  j ewel box i n  the pa lace , but 
to s e e  it now i n  muted  candle ligh t! A dozen mirrors ,  e a ch i n  a di s-
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mu si cal t rai nin g ,  gai ned in some o f  the b e s t  studi o s  i n  the Ci t y .  S uch 
nostalgi c yearning the re was i n  t he sl ow, mou rnful p a s sa ge s; ye t there 
was an und erlying beat  tha t pu shed d e e ply i nt o  one , g oi ng b ey o nd s o r­
row and suff ering i n t o  the g re a t  mo the r e a rt h ,  bursti n g  f o rth f rom t h e  
bond s o f  wi nte r .  

Und e r the Que en ' s  ski llful fi nge rs t h e  vi rgi nal throbbed with a c­
c el e ra t e d  t emp o . C ont ai ning themselve s no l onge r,  the l adi es-i n-wai t­
i n g  b egan t o  move and s t omp to the rhythm. Lilli be t l o ok e d  on in as­
t oni shment . She f el t  t h e  wild pa s si on i n  thi s s t rang e e a s te rn musi c ,  
f e l t  i t  d own t o  h e r v e ry t o e s and eve ry pla c e  b e twe e n, but t o  gi ve way 
t o  i t  i n  thi s aband oned fa shi on , well ! ·re t, i n  s pi t e o f  he rs e l f  she 
be gan t o  sway to the b e at . H e r  a tt e n ti o n was riv e t e d  on the o th�rs a s  
they swirl e d  around the room . 

Finally; i t  end e d . This time the s e rvant s anti ci pa t e d the n e e d  
f o r  mo re wi ne a n d  gla sses we re ha s t i ly f i ll e d  a s  the c ou rt b e auti e s  
sp rawl ed on the handi est c hai r t o  catch thei r b re ath and e xclaim ove r 
the exci t ement o f  the d anc e . 

S c a rc ely had they c aught thei r b re a th wh en the Que e n , li k e  a d ev­
i li s h  dancing maste r ,  wa s a ft e r  t h em agai n .  Thi s ti me i t  wa s an Engli sh 
f o lk d anc e ,  a re el . A nd thi s ti me , Li lli b e t  d anc e d ,  t o o . Round and 
round and rou nd they went , f a rthingal e s  flying ,  l ock s flyi n g ,  sho e s  
ki cked o f f , f a c e s  and a rms and bo s oms glisteni ng f ro m  the heat and t he 
exci tement .  

A s  t h ough tha t  we re n o t  en ough , the mu si c and the b e a t  swi t ched 
t o  an I ri sh j i g even liveli e r , and go o d  Que en B e s s  d rove them o n  unti l ,  
fi nally , all collap s e d  i n  a h e a p  o n  the fl o o r . 

The re really wa sn ' t  enough ai r in the j ewell b o x ,  even t h ou gh the 
leaded  pane s we re o p en to the summe r ni ght. L a t e  now, i t  wa s c o o l  t o o .  
A s  though on cue the l a4i e s  b e g ge d  t o  b e  allo we d  t o  g o  o ut into the gal ­
l e ry f o r ai r .  T h e  Que en derisively c onsented . S he wa s j u st be gi nning 
to g e t  wa rme d  up ! It was time for ano th e r round of d rink s .  A nod t o  
t he h e l p  and t h e  gla s s e s  we re full agai n. Pi cki n g  he r s  up wi th a. ges­
tu re that would have b e t t e r sui te d  a s t e i n  of b e e r, B e s s  d owne d  h e r 
cla ret in o n e  gul p  and a sked fo r ano th e r .  Li lli b e t  fin gered h e r d eli -

• c a t e  V ene tian gobl e t  with mo re lady-li k e  g ra c e  and linge re d ove r the 
f ra g rant l i qui d , s avo ri ng eve ry swal l ow as  it  pa s s e d  he r he a t e d  t h ro a t . 

"The 'trine i s  g o o d , "  she sai d app re ci a ti vely . nrhe Ea rl o f  Essex 
d o t h  we ll t o  k e e p  you r Ma j e s ty ' s  table suppli ed wi t h  suc h  vi nta g e . "  

"And well he should , the knave," c ro aked Bess . Any c ompliment t o  
he r s e c o nd son wa s a compliment t o  h e r ,  t h ough Lady H a t t on wa s then 
i gno rant of t h e  ma t e rnal re lati ons hi p, s ti l l  b e lieving in t he Que en ' s 
vi rgi ni ty! 

Li lli b e t  pla c e d  he r empty gla s s  ldth a s li ghtl y uns t ea•y hand on 
the end of the vi rginal . When the ready se rvant fi l l e d  it a gain she 
di dn ' t  pi ck it u p .  S he li f t e d  the lute and s t ru ck the ch o rd s  o f  an 
I ri s h di t ty i n  a mino r k ey .  S h e  sang wi th suc h f e e ling the mou rnful 

, 
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tune , maudli n i n  i t s  sentiment , i t  b ro ught t�a rs  t o  t h e  o l d  Que e n's 
eye s .  S he t u rne d and g e s tu red to the butl e r .  I n  a moment the gli t t e r­
i ng splend o r  o f  the pla c e  b e gan t o  b e  b a th e d  i n  twi li-ght a·s the cand les 
we re snuff e d  out , one by o n e . T h e  o f t - re pe a t e d  c e remony o f  the hunt 
wa s an o l d , old s t o ry to the p ri vy chamb e r staff . F i nally , ·th e two 
we re l!ght e d  only by a cha s t ely simple c and e la b ra on  t he vi rgi nal . 
Strang ely ,  none o f  the ladi e s -i n-wai ti n g  h ad re t u rned t o  make a t ri o· 
of thi s due t .  A l l  thi s nibble d  a t  the .f ri ng:e s  o f  La dy H a t t on ' s  al c o ­
h o l  dulled c o n s ci ou sne s s . But wo uld she , could s h e  e s c a pe t he web of 
l e che ry old Be s s  wa s weavi n g  a ro und h e r, even i f  she  kne w  th·e s educ­
tive roa d  d own whi ch ·she  wa s head e d ?  

Bei ng· t h e  di re c t o r o f  th e produ c ti o n ,  Be s ·s swung the pe rf o rmance 
f rom I ri sh l ov e  son g s t o  roi s t e ri n g  aleho u s e  ballad s ,  bawdy 'a s they 
could b e . Li llib e t  wa s beyond s ho cki n g  n ow and , ton gue ove r- thi c kened 
wi th wi he , s tumbl ed al ong afte r B e s s  a s  she roa red t h e  lines o f  E l e a ­
nor o f  Rummi n :  

" I  a m  n o t  ca s t  away , 
Tha t  can my hu sband s a y .  
Whe n  w e  ki s s  and play , 
In l u s t  a nd liki n g , 
He  c all s me hi s whi ti ng , 
Hi s mulli ng and hi s mit t e n , 
Hi s nobe s and hi s conny , 
Hi s swe e ti ng and hi s h oney , 
Wi th ba s s  my p re t ty b o nny , 
Thou a re wo rth good  and money ; 
Thi s mak e ba re my fanny , 
Till h e  b e - d re amy and d ronny , 
F o r, afte r all our s p o rt ,  
The n  wi ll he rou t and sno rt; 
Then swe e tly t o g�t h e r we li e 
A s  two pi g s  i n  a s t y . 'v 

nn rink u p ,  la s s , d ri nk u p ! "  exclai med the old j ad e . S h e  hoi s t e d  
he r gla s s  and o pe nly t o a s te d  Le s b o s .  'vhen t he eve r- re ady butl e r s ta r-
ted fo rwa rd f rom the s ha d ows Be s s  wave d  him back and pi cked up the • 

de cante r he rself . 

"lve wo uld b e  alone!" • 

She fi l l ed he r own gla s s  and b rought Li llib e t ' s  u p  to the b ri m  
a gai n .  The gi rl duti fully re ach e d  numbed , t rembli ng fin ge r s  towa rd 
i t  but the i mpa ti ent qu e e n  pi cked i t  up and handed i t  t o  h e r . She· 
rai s e d  i t  t o  he r li p s ,  ti l t e d  i t ,  and s pi l l ed mo st  o f  i t  d own he r chi n  
and b o s om .  S h e  l o oked wo nd e ri ngly d own a t  t h e  red stai ni ng h e r  ala­
ba ster b re a s t s and the pal e blue silk o f  he r b odi ce . She gig gle d .  
T hi s wa s the . f unni e s t thi n g  i n  the wo rld. The que e n  ro a red . 

"He re , I ' ll help ye , swe e the a rt . n Th e  o ppo rtu ni ty wa s not to b e  
mi s s e d . Taki n g  he r Ol�n ke rchi ef t h e  Que en reached  ov e r  a n d  slowly 
s t roked the d ro p s  away . Bo ldly she sli pped he r ski nny fi ngers unde r 
the gi rl ' s  b re a s t ,  li f t e d  i t  up and wi ped up tbe wi ne that had run 
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beneath . The unac cust ome d  t o u c h  o f  the claw-li ke h and c au s ed Li lli be t  
s ome sho ck at fi rst and s he f e e bly raise d  h e r own i n  p ro t est -- but 
a f t e r all , wasn ' t  thi s  he r Que en? By the tim e B ess ha d swabbed and ma s­
s a g e d  the se c o nd one and plac e d  it  back in i t s  n esti n g  pl ac e ,  Lady Hat­
ton felt he r fi r s t  th ri l l  of Le s bi a n  l ove . I t  s e eme d wick e d ly d eli ght ­
ful; the youn g  wi d ow slump e d  fu rthe r d o wn i n  he r ch ai r and lau ghe d .  I t  
was hi gh-pi t ch e d  and sh ri l l . The old bi t ch cackle d al ong wi th he r ,  
placin g  a b ol d  and exp e ri ment al hand o n  t h e  gi rl ' s  knee� 

The re wa s no  g e s tu re of p ro t est thi s time . The laught e r gave way 
t o  a gi g gl e  as a wave o f  d e si re swe pt up the  gi rl ' s  bo d y .  E n gulfed i n  
the au ra o f  passi o n  ge ne rat ed by the Que e n ,  he r no rmal ci vi l i z e d  c o n­
t ro ls subve rte d  by the win e , Li lli b e t  gave the Que en a bu rning gl a n c e  
that wo uld have mel t e d  a stone . 

He r hand s t i l l  o n  the gi rl ' s  kn e e , B es s  pul l e d  he r even l owe r d own 
i n  t he c hai r next t o  the vi rgi nal, dan g e ro usly l ow.  He r head rest ed 
on the back . The ma ss o f  b lack cu rls s p re a d  e nti ci ngly ove r the s o ft 
lu s t re of th e poli shed wo o d  and ta pest ry .  He r but t o c ks t e e t e red on the 
edge of the s eat . The Que en� wat chful o f  he r own so re l e g ,  eased he r­
s e l f  off t h e  vi rgin al s t o ol down on t o  the s o ft rug b e fo re he r,  l e a ni ng 
heavi ly o n  the gi rl ' s  kne es and th rusti ng the thi ghs a pa rt i nt o  a most 
unlady-lik e  postu re i nd e e d . One  kne e c o ll apeed under the p ressu re , 
s ho o ti ng f o rwa rd a d eli c a tely shaped foot) high�arche d i n  a fi li g reed 
silk s t o ckin g .  The trim a nkl e p romised unto ld d e li ght s ab ove . lvi t h  
reve rent hand B es s  slowly l i f t e d  t h e  s i lk e n  pani e rs ,  s avo ri n g  eve ry mo­
ment o f  revel ati on . Brilliant re d ga rt e rs ,  j ust b e l ow t he k n e e , cau ght 
h e r eye . She sli p p e d  o ne d own the l e g  a nd l ai d  i t  asi d e , a t ro phy o f  
the chase . Then that sto cki ng came off , a limp symb ol o f  the comi n g  
c o nquest ,  to  b e  qui ckly t o s s e d  a si d e  as t h e  Que e n  b ent t o  c ove r t h e  
pi nk-whi t e  t oes wi t h  p assi ona t e  kis s e s .  

Li lli be.t s qui rmed a, t  thi s and mad e  a sligh t  e ff o rt t o  wi thd raw 
and si t up but B e s s  held he r.  S he graspe d  the ba re kne e and kiss e d  
that , pushi ng t h e  ski rt b e f ore he r and goi n g  o n .  T h e  gi rl ga sped  and 
plac e d  he r hands on B ess ' s hoad , but whethe r t o  push he r que sting li p s  
away o r  u rge h e r  on  wa s ha rd t o  say . G raspi n g  the tende r fi nge rs i n  
he r own , Bess ki s s ed  them , t o o .  Then she turne d  the gi rl ' s hand ove r 
and plant e d  a lcn g , l o n g  ki ss i n  the palm . Li lli b e t  vri th e d  a t  t h e  c on­
t a c t , a rc hi ng he r back at the resistl ess d emand s of the Que e n ' s  pa s si on .  
S h e  sli d f orwa rd ano th e r  i nch and would gone i n t o  a h e a p  o n  the fl o o r  
i f  B e ss ha dn ' t  h eld he r b y  l eanin g  against h e r .  S h e  had t o  g rasp the 
gi rl ' s  whi t e  thi ghs i n  d oi ng so and wi th the d o o rs o f  the t emple o f  
Venus s o  cl o s e  be f o re he r she e n ci rcl e d  the ma rbl e  shafts wi th he r a rms, 
li fted t h e  fi nal veil and p ressed he r bu rnin g  li ps home . 

i 
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Eliza b e t h  B re aks A F in ge r 

�sewhe re o n  tha t same flo o r  o f  G re enwi ch Palace , F rancis Baso n wa s 
still e nsco nced i n  that d e ep and e asy c hai r i n  th e game ro om. H e  ha d 
b e e n  i gno re d by t he c a rd pl aye rs . N o r was he i n t e re s t e d  i n  j oini ng a 
g ro up to di s play that b ri lli ant c onve rsati o n  f o r whi ch h e  was so j u stly 
famous . This new h u rt , thi s  new sli ght impo s e d  o n  him by his mo the r wa s 
t o o  d e e p  t o  b e  gl ossed o ve r by t h e  so cial g ra ce s .  Rath e r  di d he tu rn 
i nwa rd t o  b ro o d  ove r hi s f a t e , t o  won d e r �t this l a t est twi s t  o f  f o rtun e . 

H e ' d  sc grcely moved si n c e  h e  fl o pped down b e fo re .  H e  wa s waiti ng , 
f o r wha t ?  Lady Hatton ' s  bl o o d - s tai ne d ke rchi e f was sti ll i n  his hand . 
H e  had t u rned i t  ove r and o v e r,  sav o ri ng t h e  h e ady blend o f  d e li cat e 
pe rfume and vi b rant lif e- f o rc e  whi ch c am e  f rom i t . H e  pi c k e d  up the 
win e  glass a gai n . H e  had d runk enough that i ts subtle p oiso n  l o osene d 
t h e  bonds o f  c o n s ci ousness.  To  l o ok i nt o  the d e p t h s  of  t h e  amb e r  li qui d · · 
wa s to l o o k  as into  a glass d a rkly . Gle ams f rom t h e  fi re fli ck e red 
t h ro ugh i t  to hei ghten his p e rce p ti o ns .  T h e  t ransluc e n t  gold o f  the 
wi ne s t rangely li gh te ne d .  I t  b e c ame a cl o ud o f  whi t e  mi s t. F ra ncis 
watch e d  i n  b emuse d  sil en c e , imperso nal , his body numbe d  wi t h  wine a nd 
long si t tln g .  

The  c loud o f  mist rolle d  away t o  reveal the li vi ng i mage o f  a sha­
d owed room. Wi t hou t knowi n g  how o r  why he knew, i t  was the j ewell b o x ,  
misty b u t  real . Lady Hatton a n d  the Que en we re t h e re ,  a lone to ge the r .  
Thei r unseemly posi ti o n  a n d  d eshabille  we re su ch t h a t  p ro p ri ety wou ld 
hav e mad e him turn away in d i st ress , or di s gu st ,  but h e  was spe llbound . 

T hi s clai rvoyant revi e w  o f  Li lli be t ' s  seducti o n  d i d n ' t  i nc lud e 
so und , but he di d t un e  i n  o n  the climax and wave afte r wave o f  pa s s i o n  
swep t  ove r  him a s  he slumpe d ,  t ra n s fi xe d .  T h e  o l d  j ad e  b y  thi s was 
burni ng he rse l f . The  he ave d  hersel f  pai nfully t o  h e r f e e t . A chaise · 

l oung e  was clos e  by ; i t s  spindly le gs and so f t  c o n t ou rs  we re fully c a p­
able o f  su ppo rti ng bo th o f  t hem . Lady Hatton was i n  somethi n g  o f  a 
stu po r wha t  wi t h  wine and s a ti a ti o n ,  but si n ful Que en B ess d ra gged he r 
t o  he r f e e t  and ove r t o  the loung e , th e re t o  s p rawl he r out a gain and 
e ase he r own l en gth besi d e  the gi rl .  

" Thi nkst thou to have all the pl ea su re , my pre t ty ? "  

B u t  Li lli b e t  was an ut t e r st ran g e r  t o  Lesbi an d al li anc e . This 
fing er- ti p expl o ra ti o n  by one o f  he r own sex was new to he r .  I n  h e r 
a roused ,  rel axed co ndi ti on she responded readi ly enough t o  the Que e n  1-s 
stimul a ti on ,  but wh e n  B es s  i n  turn g rew pa s si ve i n  exp e c tati o n  of re­
ci p rocati o n  th e gi rl wa s d i la t o ry .  
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"Rouse up and a b out you r busi ness!" Bess swo re a most unque enly 
o a th and pushe d Li lli be t uptt o  a si t ti ng p osi ti on . 

F rom thence the gi rl c o ul d  e asi ly su rvey the fi eld o f  p l ay and 
make a st ra te gi c  move t o  t he unhallowed sp o t  but she sat t ransfi xed, 
that ho rri ble chanc re on the Queen ' s  thi gh! l-ii th di z z yi n g  sud d enness 
she knew the reaso n f o r Bess ' s  limp and that steel c rutch , and re co�led· · 

' i n  ho rro r .  

I t c hing wi t h  c oncupi scent imp a ti ence , B ess g rabbe d  the  gi rl ' s  hand 
and appl i e d  it to t he bu rni ng f ount of all li fe .  

· 

" Oh ,  no , I oant l "  she exclaime d , t rying vainly t o  wi thd raw f rom 
the clutch o f  the bo ny o ld c law.  

B ess swo re a gain ,  vul g a r ,  savage in he r rag e . H oldin g  Li lli b e t ' s  
t ende r, whi t e , sh rinking hand i n  he r own ,  she g rasped t he first fi n ge r 
and fo rced i t  b a c kwa rd and upwa rd . The sha rp c ra ck o f  t he b re a ki ng 
b one ohattered· the silenc e  and t he gi rl ' s  sh riek fi ll ed the j e we l l  b o x  
wi th an a gony o f  so und . 

In the game ro om a d o z en ya rds away F rancis B acon ' s  ent ranced re­
very was shatte red , to o .  Physi c al ly o r  ast rally he he a rd that sc re am 
and i t  b ro ught hi m b o l t  up ri ght out of his t ranc e . Daz e d  and wi th only 
vague , c o nfused memo ri es of hi s d re am he set  the wine glass d o wn and 
st rug gle d to his fe e t , limbs achin g i n  p ro test . Whe re was he ? Wha t -
had happened ?  I t  must b e  e a rly mo rn .  A s  he t ot te re d  t o wa rd the d o o r­
way a sle e py se rvant mumble d  "go o d  m o r row" t o  him . 

M eanwhi le pain and ang e r had sho cke d Eli z ab e th H at ton c om pl et e ly 
out o f  he r s ensuous, al c o h�li c  l e th a rgy .  S he b ound ed f ro m  the chaise 
l o unge on suddenly li the , 1 9-yea r-old limbs as the o l d  le c he r  clawed 
and c u rsed a f te r h e r .  The d o or t o  the j ewel b o x  was c l ose by . S he 
j e rk e d  i t  o p en wit h he r g o o d  ri ght hand and a lady-in-wai ting� sto o ped 
a t  the  k eyhole , came sp rawling i n .  Li l li be t  ki cke d  he r o n  i nt o  the ro om 
wi th a ba re f o o t  and rushe d o u t , slamming t h e  do o r  behi nd he r .  

A round the c o rne r she almost ran i nt o  a man-a t - a rms, s tandin g i m- · 

p e rtu rbably i n  helme t and b re astpl a t e , hi s ste el-ti p pe d  l an c e  at  a t t en­
ti on.  A c ross f ro m  him a pa g e  slump ed on a benc h , hal f asleep; but he 
j umpe d  to his f e e t , sta rtle d  wi d e a-wake by thi s  dishevcl.ed but l ovely 
a pp a ri ti on ,  ho l din g one hand limply i n  the  o the r.  The pa th to f reedom 
lay b e twe en them , d own that l ong , l o n g  c o rri d o r. 

' " P a rd on,  m'lady ," sai d t h e  p a ge . H e  mad e  as i f  to d e ta in and ques-

; 

/ / 

ti on he r .  

Loo ki ng pa s t  h i m  down the hall she saw a f ami li a r  fi gure leavi ng 
the d o o r  of the g ame ro om , o the rwi se the pla c e  was emp ty .  

" F  r- r -r- r- r- r-a - a -a -n-n-n-c -i - i  -i -s- s-s ! "  

The p a g e  tu rne d and saw t h e  reasaurlag, well -known fo rm o f  the 
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young l awye r, long a fami li a r  a t  c o u rt .  Lillib e t , i gno ri ng the hu rt , 
gathe re d  up he r fa rthi ngal e i n  he r hand s and fled , s t rai ght into hi s 
a rms .  She s obbed i nc ohe rently a nd t remble d  f rom sho ok . T e a rs o f  shame , 
mo rti fi c a ti o n  and ange r ,  s t re ame d d o wn h e r che e k s .  F ranci s h e l d  he r 
cl o se and qui e tly f o r a moment , b re a thi ng s o o thin g  p h ra s e s  i n  he r e a r .  

· "The Que en ! The Que en ! "  she s o bbe d , shakin g he r h e a d  i n  di s b e li e f. 
" Thi s ho rri bl e  palac e , I c ant s t and i t ! "  

She t ri e d  to pu s h  him away and t o  fl e e  down the hall but F ran ci s 
re s t raine d he r.  

"lvo uld s t  rou s e  the gua rd ? "  h e  admoni she d he r fi e rcely . 

He swung hi s cape  ove r h e r ba re should e rs , s t r�king h e r hand in 
d oi n g  s o .  S he turn e d  whi t e  and whimp e re d , and s tumb l e d  as they wal ke d 
al ong . I t  wa s only then h e  s aw the e vi d enc e o f  t h e  inj u ry .  A l re ady 
the fi n ge r wa s ang ry re d and swel l i ng . The b re ak i t s el f  wa s whi t e . 

" The mon s t e r , "  h e  b reath e d  i n  a stoni she d beli e f .  " Oh , God , t h e  
uns peakable mons t e r l 11 

F ran ci s knew o nly t o o  well what ha d ha ppened . Thi s wa s no t new. 
N ow to g e t her o u t  of the p al a c e  as qui e tly and qui ckly as po s si bl e  be­
f o re hi s vindi c ti ve old mothe r mi ght rai s e  a hue and c ry -- a c cusing the 
gi rl o f  God knows wha t  c ri me s .  Ri ght e o u s  i ndi gna ti o n  and fi e rc e , p ro ­
t e ctive ang e r wel l ed u p  i n  hi m a s  t h e y  hu rri ed al on g in t h e  fli cke rin g 
t o rchli ght , pas t the gua rd s  eve r wa tchful o f  the wel fa re o f  the nati on ' s  
monarc h .  

li f e  
The Que en ' s  p o li ti c al a nd soci al/ b ei ng wha t i t  wa s ,  t hi s wa s a n  

old s t o ry, a c ou rti e r  ha stily e s c o rti ng a cha rming E ngli s h  l a s s  f rom 
the c o u rt i n  the e a rly mo rning , even i f  she wa s s omewha t th e wo r s e  f o r  
wea r; but i t  wa s s omethi n g  o f  a s u rp ri s e t o  s e e  Ma s t e r F ranci s Ba con , 
b a rri s te r and gen tleman pen si one r t o  the Que en ,  d oin g i t .  N o  b re ath o f  
s candal had ye t t ouched hi g name . 

So , the fli ght t o  the c o u rtya rd wa s  unhi nd e re d  and unh e e d ed exc e pt 
f o r  a knowi n g  l oo k  o r  two b e twee n  F ranci s and the o f fi c e rs o f  the wat c h . 
Lady H a tt on s o b b e d  so ftly und e r  hi s cl o a k . A f o o tman summoned hi s b ro u­
gham. I t  wa s o nly then , a s  they s t o o d  o n  the cold , d amp st one s o f  the 
c ou rtya rd , that F ranci s reali z e d she  wa s b a re f o o t . H e  pi cked he r u p  
a n d  c a r ri ed he r a c ro s s  t h e  mud ,  wai ting i mpa ti ently whi l e  hi s man J one s 
g o t  the do o r  o p e n . 

"S t .  B a rtholomew ' s  ho s pi tal , "  he  s ai d  qui e tly . 

"A  ho s pi tal ? "  said Li lli b e t  i n  wond e rment and di sbeli e f ,  " I  want 
to go h ome ! "  

Even i n  the wa rm , p ro t e ctive ci rcl e  o f  hi s a rms , she s h o olc: . '"ave s 
o f  t rembli ng swept ov e r  h e r  and she s obbed unc ont rolla bly . 

11 Can s t  thou t ru s t  me , Li lli be t ? "  Eve ry wo rd h e  u t t e red wa s a c a r-
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ress . " Th o u  ha � a mo s t  g ri evous i nj ury .  My g o o d  f ri end ,  D r. Timo thy 
B ri ght , i s  i n  resi den c e  the re no�, d o wn f ro m  hi s re c t o ry  a t  M o rl ey .  H e  
hath a cle a r  eye a n d  a ste a dy hand i n  t hese mat t e rs .  Hi s su rge on ' s  
ski l l  was l e a rne d und e r  fi re a t  Z utphen a n d  G rav e . Wouldl a t  have a 
c rooked fi nge r t o  ma r t h e  fl awless beauty of  thy f o rm? T hy fin g e r must 
b e  se t now and S t .  B a rtholomews li es no t f a r of f ou r p a th . "  

I t  was a l on g ,  tedi ous and rou gh ri d e  up o ld K e nt ro a d  t o  the 
B ri d ge and a c ross , through Chea psi d e  and u p  A lde rsga t e  to the hospi t a l . 
In  spi t e  o f  the j ol ti n g � e xhausti on t o ok ove r and Lil l i b e t  f el l  asl e e p  
i n  F rancis ' a rms . He d o z e d  fi tfully and unco nc e rned .  j on es knew the 
way f ro$ many suc h  t ravellings , thou gh thi s  e a rly mo rni n g  h ou r was a 
bi t unusual , no t t o  menti o n  the sex o f  hi s mast e r ' s passenge r .  

I t  to ok ti me t o  a rouse t h e  se rvants a nd d awn "'as c ra cki ng the e as� 
t e rn sky . I t  was an ast o ni sh e d  d o c t o r ,  still i n  ni ght cap �nd ni ght­
shi rt , who c ame g rumpi n g  to the a nt e ro om.  

"D e c en t  pe ople g e t  si ck in God ' s  g o o d  dayli ght l "  Hi s bushy g ray 
eyeb rows sho t  up to li ght a h eavy f a c e  above a st o cky , heavy b ody and 
h e  pushe d  hi s c andl e  f o rwa rd a lmost i n t o  F ranci s ' fac e .  " Ho , i t ' s  
Mi st e r B a c on l Wha t  rouse th t h e e  out a t  thi s ungodly h o u r ,  man ? Y e ' re 
n o t  si ck ! "  

" Have no f e a r,  g o o d  D r .  B ri ght . "  ,H e  si gnale d  the se rvant out o f  
the room vi th a sli ght gest ur e , but even the n spo k e  cl o sely t o  t h e  old 
man ' s  e a r.  "Not  f o r mysel f  but f o r a l ady i n  d e s p e ra te pli gh t .  The 
Que e n  hath d on e  i t  a g ai n  and the p o o r  c re a tu re ' s  a t  you r  d o or now i n  
my c a rri a ge . "  

ns o the lady wouldn ' t  play , e h ?  Is that i * ?  H o , h o-ho , ho-bo - h o ­
bo ! B ri ng ' e r  i n  whi l e  I find me s e l f  some c l othes.  B eauty must b e  p re ­
se rved and t h e  ventu res o f  t h e  ni ght repai re d by dawn ' s  e a rly li ght . "  

This l ast was sung out whi l e  t he old man stompe d  sti ffly and h eav­
i ly away , hi s c andle l i ght c asti n g  mo nst rou s  shad ows o n  t h e  b a re walls 
of  the i nsti tuti o n .  I t  was c l e a n . F ra nci s l e t  himse l f  th rou gh the 
heavy d o o r but all owed it t o  stand open . A t  the c a rri ag e  he found Lady 
Hatton me rci ful ly a sl e e p . J o nes helped him t o  g e t  he r i n  his a rms 
agai n  and h e  c a rri e d  h e r in , he r f a c e  muffled ove r wi t h  hi s cl oak . 
The re would b e  scand al e nough wi th out t he h ospi tal h e l p  b re a thi ng h e r 
name about . He  c ould t rust D r. B ri ght , an old and ho no red f ri end , and 
f ell ow stude nt o f  the Myst e ri es ,  to k e e p a sti l l  ton gue . He had fi n­
ished hi s d ressi n g  and was ready fo r t hem. 

" B ri n g  ' e r  in ' e re , "  he sai d g ruffly but ki ndly as he gestu red 
f rom a d o o rway o f f  the ante rG om , se t up fo r eme rgenci es li k e  t hi s ,  no 
d oubt . 

F ra ncis set he r d o wn g e ntly , h o pi n g  t o  l e t  he r sle e p  th rou gh the 
suff e ri n g  ahead if that we re possi bl e . Hi s a u ra of love and c ompassi on 
seemed t o  k e e p  he r c on t e nt but as so on as D r. B ri ght to�ched he r she 
awoke wi th a sta rt and gaz e d  wi ldly a t  the st range , ba re su rroundi n gs .  
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" The re , the re , my d e a r , "  he s ai d  a s  h e  l a i d  he r i n j u red hand ont 
on  the table be si d e  he r chai r .  

"Eli z ab e th , thi a i s  my g o o d  f ri e nd , D r. Timpthy B 1'i. gh t , "  sai d 
F ranci s ,  qui e tly ,  rea s suri ngly . "D r .  B ri gh t , Lady E li z ab e t h  H a t to n . " 

The g o o d  d o ct o r  wa s a l l  busi ne s s  and o nly n o d d e d  a s  he a s s ayed t o  
s t rai ghten out t he h a nd , p alm d own .  

"Ye mu st h ave d awdled al o n g  the way , "  a s  he ob s e rved the a n g ry 
swellin g  wi th expe rt eye . " Ol d  j ad e ' s  a t  G re e nwi ch ,  i s  s he no t ?  Ha s t  
b e e n  l on g ? "  . 

" N o t  mo re than two h o u r s , "  repli e d  F ran ci s . 

Eli z ab e th wa s mut e  wi th f e a r a nd shame , a nd ange r.  S he di d c ry 
o ut when he s t rai ght ened the fi nge r a nd dug he r nai l s  o f  he r goo d hand 
i nt o  F ranci s '  a rm .  Even when the do c t o r  appli e d  B alm o f  Gi l e ad s he 
wi nced but i t s f ra g ra n c e  fi lled the ro om a nd b ro ught c omfo rt t o  b o th o f  
them . F rom a supply o f  s pl i nt s he s el e c t e d  one o f  app rop ri a t e  si z e  and 
l ength and g ently bound up the b roken fi n ge r . 

"N ow1 i f  ye behave you rs elf , l a s s , " he sai d  kind ly , " the swelli ng 
shoul d  go down in a few d ay s  and we ' ll b e  ne edi n ' t o  wrap it anew; f o r 
s t rai ght i t  mu s t  b e . The re ' s  two wrappi n ' s  ' e re .  The oute r one ' s  
bound t o  s o i l . Re pl a c e  i t  a s  o ft e n  a s  ne e d  be . "  

N o  s o one r wa s the fing e r  s e t  than Lil li b e t  g o t  s i ck ! D r. B ri ght 
re ached hu rri e dly f o r  a handy b a si n  a nd re t ri eved it j u s t  in time f o r 
he r t o  pewk i nt o  i t .  F ranci s held he r he ad , k e pt a s t e ady , wa rm hand 
a c ro s s  he r h e aving , t remblin g  wai st . 

The two men a g re ed t ha t the wo e -b e g o ne , p a s ty-fa c e d  b e auty wa s i n  
no  shape t o  t rave l . A p ri Va t e  room wa s avai labl e . They s t ri pp e d  the 
unre si s ti ng Eli z ab e th of he r f a rthin gal e ,  " cumb e rsome f o l d e rol" the 
d o c t o r c al l e d  i t ,  and put h e r t o  b ed in he r shi ft .  S ha clung ·t o  F ran -· 
ci s '  hand wi th c hi ld-li ke si mpli ci ty unti l s le e p  came , the s l e e p  o f  
utte r exhau s ti on and al c oh o l . 

" ' Ti s ,.,ell ye stole he r away f rom he r 1-ia j e sty , "  o b s e rved the go od 
d o c t o r.  "She ' s  safe f ro m  ha rm ' e re a t  S t .  B a rtho l omew ' s . "  

"Y e s ,  but the re ' s no  camoufla g e  f o r  t ha t  fi ng e r . T on gue s wi l l  wa g .  
The s cand a l  wi ll b e  all ove r Lond o n  i n  a d ay , " repli e d  F ranci s wi th 
glum s hake o f  hi s head . 

"Aye _, but s l e e p  now, and h e r youth , "  o b s a1e d  D r . B ri gh t , " and she 
wi ll b e  well f o rti fi e d  f o r  t he mo r row. " 

" Lady Eli z a b e t h  wi ll be ne e di ng i t . C e ci l  wi ll b e  furi ou s  when he 
l e a rn s  hi s ni e c e  re j e c ted t he old c row ' s a dvan c e s . "  The young l awye r 
sho ok hi s h e a d . t: Hi s hold upon my mo the r  i s  b eyond all und e rs tandi ng , "  

" Th e re li e s  you r  a n swe r,  lad , "  repli ed the d oc t o r, p o i nti ng t o  the 
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sl e e pi n g  Eli z abet h ,  " supplyi n g  h e r Hi ghness ' .. b e d chambe r wi th the ch o i c e  
b eauti e o  o f  the land . N o t  t o  c h an g e the subj e c t , Mo rl ey ' s  out o t  the 
way o f  thin g s  up th e re ; rumo r ha s it tha t the Que en ' s  thi nki n '  o f  call­
i n '  ano th e r Pa rli ament . "  

" That s he i s ,  Tim . The � reasu ry ' s l ow. The p ri c e o f  e ve ryt hi ng 
i s  out o f  si ght " 

l " In c ludi n ' t h e  co s t  o t maki n '  wa r ! "  i n t e rrupted t he d o c t o r .  "A re 
you goi n g  t o  be i n  the re , fi ghti n 1 f o r  ou r  ri ghts i n  C ommo n s ? O r  a re 
C e ci l s  going t o  have thei r way the re ,  too ? '' 

" A n d e a rn t h e Que en ' s  di s pl e a sure a s I di d i n  1 9.3 ?  I d o nt know, 
Ti m . " F rancis s ho ok hi s h e ad wea ri ly as th ough the p ro sp e c t  o f  a pol­
i ti c al c ampai gn , and a l e n g thy battl e royal wi t h  th e C o n s e rvat i ve s wa s 
t o o  muc h  f o r  hi m then e 

11A h , ye ' re ti re d l ad . Com e  no w) we ' ll find a b e d  f o r  ye . •.' "  

But fi rst F ranci s went o ut t o  t he d rowsin g  J one s and s e nt him o n  
t o  Hatt o n H o u s e  to l e ave wo rd o f  i t s Mi s t re s s ' s  whe re a b outs and t o  hi s 
l od gi n g s  a t  G ray ' s  Inn fo r a c hang e o f  c l o th e s s a f ew h o u r s  o f  re s t  nnd 
re tu rn t o  St. B a rthol ome w ' s .  He wa s to s t o p a t  Ha tton Hou s e  a g ai n  o n  
hi s way ba ck , the re to pi ck up La dy Ha t t o n ' s pe rso aal mai d and a f ew 
t hi ng s f o r  h e r, a s  di nc re e tly a s  po s si bl e . D r .  B ri ght found a bed  f o r  
F ran ci s and h e  l ay down ,  thankful f o r  what s l e e p  h e  c ould g e t  b e fo re 
the bu sy day ahead . 

- 15 -



To S t ri k e  A Blow F o r  F re ed om 

//� ou s e  out the re , M r .  B a e o n l  Y e r  man J one s i s  he re , wi th a mai d  
p re t ty a s  .h e r mi s t re s s ! "  I t  wa s t h e  che e ry D r. B ri gh t  a t  the 
d o o r of hi s room.  

The ho s pi tal smell s and s ound s  soon remi nd e d  hi m o f  whe re h e  wa s .  
A s  the e vent s o f  t he ni ght b e fo re flo o d e d  th ro ugh hi s sl e e p- benumb e d  
b rai n h e  th rew back the c ov e rs a n d  swung hi s f e e t  to t h e  fl o o r . Thi s 
p romi se d  to be a full d ay i nd e ed . The sun . wa s hi gh and the Ci ty wa s 
a l re ady l on g  about i t s  b u si ne s s .  j on e s  hel p e d  hi m wi th hi s c l o the s .  
The man wa s a tow-heade d  A n gl o -S axon , o f  about hi s ma s t e r ' s hei ght 
but wi d e r ,  and wi th t h e  st ro n g ,  capabl e hand s of  a c raft sman . 

" I s  Lady Hat t on u p  and a bout ? "  

"Aye , Mi st e r  F ranci s ,  and B ri d g e t  i s  wi th he r . "  

"Go od . I t ru st she ' l l  b e  rea dy f o r  a bi t e  o f  b reakf a s t  sho rtly.  
'va s  all qui e t  a t  Hatt on Ho u se when you f et ch e d  B ri d ge t ?"  

" I  d on t  ri ghtly know,  Mi s t e r F ranci s .  Si r Hugh B e e s t o n  had been 
the re , a ski n g  a ft e r he r Ladyshi p . " 

" Hm--m-m-m-m-m-m1 he r uncle C e ci l ' s  man ,  a nd no  o n e  the re kne w  
he r whe reabout s .  He re , " a s  F ranci s  s a t  d own by t h e  wi nd ow, " qui ckly 
now. " 

J on e s d ra p e d  a whi t e  cl oth a ro und hi s ma s t e r ' s  n e c k  and ove r hi s 
shi rt b e f o re gi vin g h ai r and b e a rd a qui c k  t rim . 

"N o r  d o  they now,  Hi s t e  r F ranci s .  S.i r Hugh had 1 e f t  when I a r­
rived , sayi n g  he ' d  be b a ck agai n . " 

" D i d  you b re a the aught of  you r d e sti na ti o n  to B ri d get ?" 

" N o  1 si r. " 

B a c o n  smi l e d  hi s s a ti s fa c ti o n .  l�hil e  c ompl e ti ng hi s d re s si ng h e  
s e n t  J on e s  t o  s e e  i f  Lady Hat to n  would h o no r him wi th t h e  ple a sure o f  
he r c ompany fo r b re akfa s t  a t  Chart e rhous e I nn . Whe n J one s  re tu rne d 
qui ckly wi th the rep ly tha t she woul d i nd e ed , t h e  young l awy e r ' s j oy 
knew n o  bound s . C ould thi s mean tha t the youthfu1 b eauty wa s a t  l a s t  
re s pondi ng t o  th e l ove s o  l on g  c a rri ed wi thi n hi s o wn h e a rt ?  Time 
would tell . J on e s followe d  wi th the d re s si n g  ca s e  und e r hi s a rm a s  
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hi s ma s t e r l e d  t h e  way b a ck t o  t he re c ei vi n g ro om o f  th e ni ght b e fo re .  
The re he s e t tled a c c ount s wi th D r . B ri ght and a cl e rk a nd �a rri e d s ki ll_ 
fully hil s g o od n.a tu re d  j e s t s  about the mi no r t ra g edy tha t b rought th em 
t o  S t . · B a rthol ome w ' s  the ni ght befo re . Then s he a rri ve d . 

" G o o d  mo rro v  t o  you ,  m ' lady , "  s a i d  F ranci s and wi th a gallant b ow ­
t o o k  tha t band aged  le f t  h and s o  tend e rly i n  hi s a nd g ently b ru shed fin­
g e rs and band a g e  wi th hi s li p s .  

" Go od mo rrow t o  you , F ran ci s ,  and D r . B ri ght , "  and t o  thei r que s ­
ti o ni ng glan c e  s h e  s a i d  simply , " i t  hu rt s and I 'm hung ry . "  

S o  pe rf e c t  wa s he r t oi l e tt e , s o  radiant he r youthful b eauty tha t  
the re wa s n o  i ndi c a ti o n o f  the ha rrovd ng event s a t  G r �enwi ch o nly a 
f ew ho u rs e a rli e r . B e si d e s ,  B ri d g e t  wa s a s  exc el l e nt a mai d a s  J one s 
wa s a val e t . D r. B ri ght a c c ompani ed them out t o  th e wai tin g c a r ri a g e  
a s  t h e  s � rvant s f o ll owed with t hei r bundl e s .  A fte r  fin al i n s t ru cti on s  
o n  the ca re o f  h e r banda ge d  and s pli nt e d  fi nge r they we re o n  thei r way 
to Cha rt e rho us e ,  only a f ew s qu a re s away . 

· "Wha t i s  your ple a su re thi s mo rni n g , Eli z a b e th ? "  a sked F ranci s . 

"What i s  you rs ? "  s he c o unt e re d  qui ckly . " I  h ave n o  d e si re to s e e 
Si r Hugh thi s mo rni ng , n o r  to f a c e  my uncle R ob e rt - - no t until thi s 
eveni ng a t  Hat t on pl a c e . I wi sh you ' d  c ome . "  

"\vi th the g re a te s t  of pl e a su re , "  he re pli e d  wi t h  ala c ri t y ,  " that 
i s , if all go e s  well a t  th e Cu rt ai n thi s mo rni n g . "  

" Th e  Curtai n ?  Thi s mo rni n g ! "  sh e re pli e d  wi th su rp ri s e  and d e ­
li ght . " But the Chamb e rlain ' s  me n pe rf o rm only i n  the aft e rn oo n .  H a st 
thou s e en thei r l at e s t , Ri cha rd I I I ? " 

11 That I h ave ,  mo re than on c e . Di d s t  thou li ke i t ?" 

"Aye , F ranci s .  H e n ry B u rbage qu:i. ti e  c a rri e s  me away , "  s he si ghed 
-, ove r the remembe red t h ri ll s  o f  s e e i n g  and he a ri ng the a c t o r ' s ma gni fi­

c e nt p e rf o rmanc e s .  " But my ur..c l e  hat e s  i t �' H e  say s  that Ri cha rd I I I  
h a th b e e n  d ra\fn t o o  cl o s e  t o  l i f e . " 

" I f i t  i s  no t t o o  bold  to a s k , "  s a i d  Franci s evenly and j u s t  
e n ough t o  b e  he a rd a bove the cla t t e r of  t h e  c a rri a ge  whe e l s  and the 
ho r s e s ,  " who s e  li f e ? "  

" Hi s , o f  cou rs e , "  re pli e d  Lil li b e t  di:. re c tly . " I  thought eve ryone 
knew that Z He ' d  s t o p  i t  i f  he c ou ld . "  

F ranci s only nod d e d  i n  re ply , smili ng sli ghtly . He l o oke d a t  
B ri d ge t ,  si t ti ng p rimly be si d e  he r mi s t r� s s . 

"\vhat thi nke 3t  thou of  ma s quei ng , g o o d  B ri d ge t ? "  

" O h ,  m ' l o rd , "  s h e  exclaime d , rai si ng h e r hand s i n  p ro t e s t ,  " ' ti s 
the wo rk o '  the d evi l a nd n o t  fi t f o r  d e c ent f ol k  t o  s e e ! "  
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"Well , i t ' s  p rayi n '  ye ' ll b e  thi s ma rnin ' ; "  re pli e d  F ranci s a s  he 
· and Eli z abeth laughed a t  he r, " fa r  to the the a t re you r mi_ s t re s s  g o e s  
and the rehe a rs a l  o f  Ri cha rd II . "  

Li lli b e t  c l apped he r hand s i n  deli ght but g ri ma c e d  i n  pai n f rom 
that fing e r, only momen ta ri ly thou gh .  

"F ranci s ,  can s t  th ou really make the e nt ran c e  t o  rehe a rsal ? ' Ti s  
sai d  i t ' s  f o rbi dd e n . " 

"We ha t the p ri vi l e ge , " he nodde d ,  " but fi r st a bi t e  o f  b re akfa s t  
che e r a t  Cha rte rho u s e . I ' ve b e en hun g e ri n g  f o r  Chi lli n g swo rth ' s  e g g s , 
bacon and butt e r t hi s pa s t  hou r ! "  

J on e s wo u� d hav e l e t  them o f f  a t  t he mai n ent 1 anc e t o  t hi s j u s tly 
famou s i nn but F ranci s wave d  hi m on a round to t he si d e , no t qui t• s o  

· c on s pi cuo u s . He the n  t o ok B ri d g e t  b a ck t o  H a t t o n  Pla c e , but only a fte r 
Lady Hatton had a dmoni shed  the  mai d t o  b re at he n o  wo rd o f  he r whe re ­
about s t o  anyone . 

" N o t  even t o  D a phne , mum? "  

N o , not  e v e n  to D a phne , Lady Hat t o n ' s  yea r- old li t t l e  d a rlin g  o f  
a daught e r .  

I n si de the d o o r they we re wel comed b y  C hi lli n gswo rth hims el f ,  bi g ,  
hea rty , cl e an- shaven but f o r  imme n s e , hand l e ba r mo u s t a che s ,  h i s ma rk 
o f  di s ti ncti o n .  The ho s t  sho we d  them t o  a s e clud e d  a l co ve o f  F ranci s '  
cho o si �g ,  f ro m  whe re they c o uld s e e  but not  s e en t o o  r e adi ly . 

Lilli b e t  wa s a g re e abl e . The s t rang e mi xt u re o f  f e eli n g s  whi c h  
c rowded he r mi nd and h e a rt thi s mo rni ng requi red c a reful s tu dy ,  a nd 
c o nside ra ti o n  wi t h a t ru s te d  f ri end . The la��e r o pp o si t e  he r in the 
b o oth wa sn ' t  tha t ,  qui t e  ye t ;  but he wa s p a rtne r to s om e  of the c al ­
ami t ous  e vent s o f  t h e  ni ght befo re -- how muc h  mo re he  s u s pe c t e d  she 
s c a rc ely da red thi nk !  Thi s a ll mad e  intimate wha t f o r a month o r  so 
b e fo re had b e en a much mo re f o rmal c o u rt shi p in whi c h  F ranci s wa s c om­
pe ti ng wi t h  seve ral o the r ve ry eli gi bl e  sui t o rs .  In l a te J une , F ranci s 
had i nduc e d  hi s b rothe r ,  the Ea rl o f  E s s ex ,  t o  w ri t e  a l e t t e r t o  Lady 
Hatton ' s  fa the r and gu a rdi an , Si r Thoma s Ce ci l 1 c omme ndi ng the b a rri s ­
t e r ' s sui t  f o r  he r hand . 

Court l i f e  had th rown them t o ge the r at  ma ny an e vent , publ i c  and 
- s o ci al , ove r the p a s t t h re e  ye a rs ; but E li z ab e th was now Lady Hatt on 
and he wa s s ti ll no thi ng but a gentlema n  p en sione r o f  t he Que e n , fame d 
f o r  li ttle e l s e  bu t b ri lliant t e a chi n g  o f  the l aw ,  a nd  wi t h  no titl e ,  
l and , no r p ro s pe c t s  o f  hi s own . But F ranci s B a co n ' s  name wa s s po tl e s s  
and he had a re puta ti o n  f o r  si nc e ri ty and hone s ty rar e  i n  tho s e  time s .  
\vi th thei r o rd e r  taken s h e  t u rne d t o  hi m  i n  he r di re e t  way . 

"F ran ci s ,  hath my re putati o n  be en c omp romi s ed b eyond re pai r?" 

" O nly to the . de g re e  you all ow, Li lli b e t , "  he rep lie d j u s t  as di r-
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e c t ly a nd ki ndly . " Th o u  a rt n o t  the fi r s t  to b e s o  t re a t ed i n  th e j ewe l 
b ox ;  but f e l·T  t h e re be wh o have re si s i;;ed t h e  old j !l d e  ' s  advanc e s  t o  me r- · 
i t  su c h  di s ti n c ti on a s  thi s . "  

H e r h �nd s ,  h e r l o vely h a nd s ,  we re on the t a b l e  be f o re hi m .  H e  
smi le d  e n c o u ra gi ngly a t  h e r and · pl a c e d hi s ri ght hand c a re fully and t en ­
d e rly ov� r he r i n j ur e d  l e f t . 

" D o s t  b o th e r t he e ? " 

" I t  a c h e s , '' she re pl i e d  but a s he o f f e red t o  wi th d raw s he c o ve red 
hi s band lt-i. t h  he r own , " but no t so much a s  th at . Me th i nk s  th e hu rt i s  
mo re wi thi n my h e a rt .  Wha t  wi ll. my f ri e nd s  s ay ? "  

T hi s l a s t  wa s a lm o s t  a wai l a nd a t e a r  cuu r s e d  d o wn  h e r ch e e k . 

" Ta k e  th e hi gh s i d e  o f  i t ,  m ' lady , "  F ran ci s u rg e d  u p o n  h e r .  "We a r 
t h�t fi n g e r a s  a bad g e  o f  t h e  hono r th o u di d s t s ave . Wha t el s e  c an 
you d o ? "  

T h e  wai t e r  th e n  s ho we d  u p  t o  s e t  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  t h e y  s a t  b a ck f o r  a 
mome nt . A s n o w whi t e  cl o t h wa s b e f o r e  t h em . The gl e ami n g si lve r wa s 
pl a c e d and s avo ry c u p s  o f  mul l e d ,  s pi c ed wi n e  p ro mi s e d  a he a dy s t a rt 
f o r  t h e  re s t  of the mo rni n g . F ran ci s l i gh tly p ro p o s e d  a t o a s t . Li lli ­
b e t  smi l e d  th ro u gh h e r t e a r s i n  re s p o n se . Then s h e  wo rri e d  a b ou t  the 
time he wa s s pe ndi n g  wi t h  h e r .  

"Su rely you know i t ' s ' tlie e n  t e rms o f  C ou rt a nd my s tudent s a re 
home -- o r  s h o ul d  b e . I ha 1 a small i n t e re s t i n  t h e  C u rta i n a nd t h e  
ma s q ue s o f  \vi ll S ha ck s  bu r r . " 

The lawye r had a n o bl eman ' s  t a s t e  f o r fi n e  f o od , fi n e  c l o t h e s acd 
t h e  exqui si t e  s u r ro undi ng s o f  a c ul t u re d  a nd re fi ne d g e n t l eman . T hi s 
wa s we l l  knovn i n  Lond o n  but the s ou rc e  o f  the wh e rewi thal t o  pay f o r 
i t  wa s t he s ub j e c t o f  c o n si d e rab l e  spe culati o n .  T o  a n swe r the q u e sti o n s  
i n  Li l li be t ' s  eye s F ran ci s d e c i d e d  t o  b e  e qually f rank �d th h e r .  Lo ve 
Lo v e  mel t e d away s ome of t h e  re s e rv e  about hi s p ri va t e  a f fai � s , c a re ­
f ully cul t i va t e d f o r  y e a r s � 

" Th ou knowe s t  t h e re wa s p re c i ou s  li t tl e le f t  t o  me by my h oso rabl e 
fa th e r, S i r N i c h o l a s . "  

"S ome have i t , "  sha re pli e d , " tha t th ou re c ei v e s t a. s ti p en d  f rom 
the Que e n . "  

"A pi t t an c e , a b a r� pi t tan c e , "  h e  re p l i e d  s ome1afhat bi tte rl y , 

" s c a rc ely e n o u g h  t o  a ff o rd t hi s ve ry o f t e n . " He g e s t u re d  a t  t he su mp­
tu o u s  b re a k fa s t  b ei n g  s e rv·e d  t o  t.h etn o  "And t h e  c a r ri a ge whi ch b ro u�;ht 
u s  he re . "  

" The p ra c ti c e  of l aw b e fo re th e  b a r  - - su rely that i s  a n  h o n o rable 
p ro f e s si on , b y  whi c h  mu c h  c a n  b e  e a rne d ? " s u g g e s t ed Lady H a t t o n · h o pe -
full:t • 
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" I ' d  ra th e r t e a c h law t h a n  p ra c ti c e  i t , "  re pli e d  F ra n c i s d ri ly ,  
and h e  c o nc e nt ra t e d  o n  hi s b re ak f a s t  f o l" t h e  mome nt .• 

Thi s young wi d o w  b e f o re hi m h a d  ext e n si ve p ro p e rt i e s - i n  and o ut 
o f  t own .  T h e s e  n e e d e d  e xp e rt man a geme n t  t o  p ro du c e re ady c a sh s o  n e ­
c e s s a ry  1 n  t h e s e  d e p re s s e d , t ro ub l e d  ti me s .  S h e  h ad a ye a r- o l d  d a u gh t e r } 

now und e r t h e  c a re o f  h e r nu r s e  a t  Ha t t o n  Pla c e . The li t t l e  gi rl would 
n e e d  a f a t he r .  B o th we re t hi nki n g of t h e s e  t hi n g s as t he y  a t e . The 
t i t l e d  b e auty b e f o re him o f f e red F ra n ci s a g re a t  s t e p f o rwa rd c ou l d  he 
but l e a d  h e r to t h e  al t a r 1  but wh a t  had s h e  to gai n by handi ng c o n t ro l  
o f  h e r l i f e an d f o rtune t o  t hi s  young bs. rri s t e r wh o s e  s o u r c e  o f  in c om e  
wa s s o  o b s c u re n o  o ne k n e w  q ui t e  wh e n c e  i t  c ame . 

" I t  a p p e a l e t h  li t tl e  t o  me , s t an di n g  b e f o re t h e  � a r f o r  ye a r s t o  
c o me ,  pl e a di n g  f o r J o hn o '  g ro a t s , "  c on ti n u e �  F ra n c i s .  " T o  move me n ' s 
mi nd s ,  t o  c o rre c t  the l aws by whi ch t he b a rri s t e r d o t h  p ra c ti c e ,  t h e re 
i s  a g o al w-o rt hy o f  t h e  hi g h e s t ! "  

" T h o u  s ay e s t  i t  we l l , "  s h e  re pli e d  a p p ro vi ngly . 

" O t h e r s  wo u l d  have me t a k e  u p  t h e  p ro f e s si o n o f  a rm s , und e r t-h e  
bann e r  o f  my - - my L,o rd ,  t h e  E a rl o f'  E s s e x  --" " 

"Y e s , "  s h e  i nt e r ru p t e d  e xci t e d ly ,  " h e  and Ral e i gh mu s t  b e  i n  the 
Channel now, o n  t he i r way t o  C o r runa . O h � t o  b e  a ma n and t a k e  swQ rd 
a gai n s t  C a th o l i c Phi li p !� 

"Aye , "  re pli e d  F ranci s ,  " an d  whi l s t E s s e x c a rri e s  t h e  wa r t o  t h e  
e nemy wi t h o u t , wha t  o f  t he C a t h o li c e n emy i n  Lond o n ?  Whe re w e  fi ght 
�d th wo rd s ,  wi t h  i d e a s ?  T hi s  i s  my c h o s e n  b a t t l e fi e l d , Li lli b e t , h e re 
i n  t h e  C i t y ,  whe re P a pi s t s  wo rk o p e nly t o  b ri n g s c an d a l a nd rui n t o  
h e r U a j e s ty ' s g o v e rnrr,ent . 

I f  we k e e p  no t t h e  wa t c h  h e re ,  
\vh o  �ri l l  p ro t e c ·t the E a rl ' s  re a r ? "  

La dy Ha t t on wa s s i p pi n g  h e r s t e ami ng wi n e  wh e n  F ra n ci s c ame o u t 
wi th thi s li t tl e  rhyme d c ou pl e t , and almo s t  s p raye d hi m wi th t h e  l a u gh 
tha t  f o l l owe d . A s  she d ab b e d  a t  t he d ro pl e t s  o n  no s e  a nd c h i n  wi th 
s nowy li n e n  napki n ,  F ranci s ,  a ro u s e d  t o  hi s t h eme , c on t i nue d . 

11\alhy a re we i mpo rti n g  c o rn f ro m  t h e  C o ntin e nt wh e n  th o u s an d s o f  
s t u rdy ye ome n ,  mo r e  than re ady t o  wo £k t h e  l a nd , s t and i dl e ? I s n ' t  i t  
C a t h o li c n o bl e s  wh o mak e mo re p o pula r th e c ha s e ? E n cl o si n g mo re val u ­
abl e fa rm l an d  fo r d e e r run s ?  The v e ry si news o f  o ur l and a re t h e  
f a r.ms a n d  t h e  m e n  wh o wo rk th em , p ro d u ci n g  th e rav s ub s ta nc e o f  ou r 
mi li t a ry mi ght . I f  we a re t o  t ri umph o v e r S pain a n d  th e C hu r ch , ti l l ­
a g e mu s t  b e  i n c re a s e d , no t d e c re a s e d , Th o u s an d s  o f  i dl e  me n mu s t  b e  
p u t  b a ck t o  wo rk o n  th e l �nd f ro m  wh e n c e  t h ey hav e  t ho u gh t l e o s ly a nd 
h e e d l e s s ly b e e n  d ri v e n . " ' 

" B ravo ! "  c ri e d Li lli b e t and almo s t  cl a p p e d  he r h a nd
l
s i n  re s p o n s e  

t o  t h e  ma n ' s pa t ri o ti c f e �v o r .  

- 20 -

J 



" Th e re a re wa t c hfi re s n e e d  t endi n g  clo s e  about u s  i n  the  Ci ty 
and the fuel by whi ch we f e e d  them i s  !��!� ' to sti r g o o d  men to a c ti o n ,  
f o r  hono r a n d  c ount ry .  Whi l e  the E a rl sha rpen s t h e  ed ge of hi s swo rd , 
I s·ha rpen my go o d  qui ll pen and c ut and t h ru s t  wi t h  \'to r«i s . "  

H e  pau s e d  a s  they ap pli e d  themselve s t o  the l a s t  mouthfu l s  of go o d  
ba c o n  and e gg s .  Li lli b e t  co n s id e red thi s reveal i ng tu rn t o  t h e  ba rri s ­
t e r ' s c o nve rsati o n wi thou t comme nt . T h e n  h e  c onti nu e d . 

"\ve mus t  ha s t e  t o  the Cu rtai n ,  Li lli b e t , whe re the rehe a rsal o f  
Ri cha rd I I  should b e  i n  p ro g re s s . I t  mu s t  b e  re ady f o r p re sentation o n  
t h e  mo rrow . " 

"D i d st  thou wri t e i t ? "  s he a sk e d  i n  �ma z e .  

''S hall we say I ha ' a hand i n  i t . "  A n  e ni gma ti c  smi l e  twi t che d  
t h e  c o rne rs of hi s li p s . 

n But Ri cha rd II I i s  d oi n g  s o  well , "  s he p ro t e s t e d . " I ' d  li ke t o  
s e e  i t  a gai n ,  though my unc l e  Rob e rt hate s i t . He  s ay s  Ri cha rd l o o k s  
li ke him . " 

" Ce ci l  c ompa re d t o  a ki ng o f  Engl and and he l i k e t h  no t the hon o r?'' 
F ran ci s rai s e d  hi s eye b rows and han d s  i n  mo c k  a st o ni shment . vtBut the re 
a re thou s and s wh o d o  en j oy o u r  mumme ry and ma s qui n g . I t  dive rt s them 
f ro m  the t oi l s  and t roubl e s  o f  the t i me s ,  a nd we can t e a ch the mob 
s ome thi n g ,  u si n g  t h e  g re a t  ki ng s and noble s o f  o u r  glo ri ou s  pa s t  a s  
exempl a rs . "  

ttBut why mus t  Ri cha rd II I c ome t o  a n  end t oday? ' T i s  a mo s t  ex­
c ellent play and i t  d rawe th wel l . "  

" A ye , Li lli be t ,  but the Swa n  hath a new pl ay eve ry a f te rno o n ! 
We d o  well t o  k e e p  o ne on t he b o a rd s  a mo nth . Ri ch� rd III  e nd e th i t s  
run t o d ay .  F i ckle i s  the fancy o '  the  mob and Lo rd Chamb e rlai n ' s  men 
mu s t  yi e l d  t o  the p re s s u re o f  the tim e s .  P ro fi t  come th b e f o re poe sy . " 

H e  smi l e d , almo s t  rue fully i t  seemed , a s  h e  rai s e d  hi s �i ne t o  
he r, i n  a l a s t  s alut e t o  he r �  and t o  C ha rte rhou s e ' s  deli ci o u s  b re ak­
f a s t . Lady Ha t t o n  re s po nd e d  i n  ki nd . H e  tu rned the fi ne cup i n  hi s 
hand a mome nt a s  he held i t  a t  eye l evel . 

n ro the g re a t  suc ce s s  of Ri cha rd I I , "  he s ai d .  

" To the g re a t  and glo ri ou s  su� c e s s  o f  Ri cha rd II ! "  she exelaime d . 

F ranci s c al le d  f o r  hi s bi ll and o rd e re d  the ca rri a g e  u p .  Whi l e  
Li ll ib e t  re pai re d t o  th e lady ' s  ro om h e  sympathi z ed wi th C hi lli n g s ­
wo rth ov e r  t he p r-i c e of co rn a n d  t h e  s c a rci ·ty o f  o th e r  f o od s tuff s .  

" I f  I c an t  s e t  a d e cent tabl e , "  Chi lli ng svo rth th re a t e ne d ,  
" Cha rte rh ou s e  cl o s e s  i t s d o o rs <J "  
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"What thi nk e s t  th ou i s  t he c au s e ?" a ske d F ranc i s ,  " Ho a rdin g o r  en­
c 1 o sure s • " 

. .  

. · " Bo th , " re pli e d  the I nn ho s t  promptly ,  but he l e aned a c ro s s  hi s 
c ount e r  t o  s pe ak c l o s e ly t o  th e ba rri s te r ' s e a r .  " I t ' s  thi s d ri vi ng 
good men off the l and tha t ' s  d o i ng i t .  There ' s  vi llai n s  amo ng u s  ' ud 
ra th e r s e e  England b ro ught t o  ' e r  knee s ,  an e a si e r  p rey t o  Phi lli p and 
the P o pe ! "  · 

By thi s the radi ant Lady Hat t o n  had come a nd plai n M r .  B a c o n  p roud - ' 
ly · e sc o rt e d  he r t o  hi s wai ti n g  ri g .  

" To the Curtai n , "  h e  s ai d  t o  j one s ,  " but I would s t o p  by Paul ' s . "  

Lady Hatton ha d s e t t l e d  he rself a nd t hey we re o n  the i r way , wind ­
ing th rough London ' s  c ro wd e d  A ld e rsgate towa rd the riv e r. T hi s  wa s a 
holi day f o r Li lli be t . A way f ro m  t h e  admi ni s t rative a ffai rs of  he r own 
busy hou s e hold s h e  wa s f re e  t o  be c a rri e d  a l o n g  i n  t he st re am o f  the 
hi th e rt o  un s u s p e c t e d  a c ti vi ti e s  of thi s b u sy and t a l e nt e d  man . 

I 

I t  wa s f o elha rdy o f  F ranci s Ba c o n  t o  reveal s o  muc h  o f  hi s c en t ral 
pla c e  i n  the libe ral pol i ti cal pa rty o f  hi s d ay . A f te r all ,  Lady Hat­
ton wa s ni e c e  t o  B a co n ' s  lif e -l o n g  e nemy ,  Robe rt C e ci l ,  the  c en t ral 
fi gu re in th e c o ns e rva tiv e  o ppo si ti on . But s h e  wa s beauti ful and he 
wa s in l ove wi th h e r .  Wi th al l Londo n at he r f e e t - h e  had to make t he 
mo s t  o f  thi s  d ay .  

J on e s  fo und a s tand i ng pl a c e  i n  the Chu rchya rd , ove r- c rowd e d  wi th 
wai ting ho rs e s ,  co a chmen and v e hi cle s .  

" A n  S i ms hath k e pt hi s p romi se ,  I ha 1 a gi ft f o r  ye , "  sai d F ran ci s 
a s  he excu s e d  hims e l f  to hu rri e dly l eave the c a rri a g e  and di s a p pe a r  i n­
to t h e  hug e  old c a thed ral that wa s London ' s  ma rk et a nd mee ti 8g pla c e . 
S ho rtly he wa s back wi th a s lim,  new vo lume i n  hi s h a nd s .  O rd e ri n g  
j o ne s t o  b e  und e r  way a gai n ,  · · th rou gh Chea. p si d e  and ont o Bi sh o p s gate 
and Sho redi t ch , he go t in and p roudly han d e d  h e r the b o ok . 

" I ' l l  i n s c ri b e  i t  fo r ye a t  t h e  Curtai n ,  i f  ye .¥wi s h ! '! 

She tu rned i t  wo nde ri n gly but awkwa rdly i n  he r hand s ,  op e ne d  to 
the ti t l e  page and re ad thi s ,  half al oud . 

" The T ra ge dy o f  K i ng Ri c ha rd th e Thi rd . C o ntai ning Hi s t re a che r­
o u s  Plo t s  a gai n s t  hi s b ro the r Cla renc e : the pi ti e ful mu rth e r  o f  hi s 
i nn o c e nt N e phewe s :  hi s ty ranni cal! u s u rpatio n :  the who l e  c ou r s e  o f  hi s 
d e te s t e d· li f e , and mo s t  d e s e rved d e a th . A s  i t  hath b e e n  lately A c t e d  
by t h e  Ri ght hon o u rable t h e  Lo rd Chamb e rlaine hi s s e rvant s .  A t  Londo n , 
P ri n t e d  by Vale nti ne S ims � f o r  A nd rew Wi s e ,  dwelling i n  Paule ' s  C hurch­
ya rd , a t  the si gne o f  the A ng e ll , 15 9 7 . "  

S h e  looked  up a t  F ranci s a s  they j ol t e d  along , si le ntly fo r a mo­
ment . " But th e re i s  no autho r .  M r .  B a co n ,  di d s t  thou wri t e i t ? " 

He re t u rn e d  he r g a z e ,  longi n g  to  take publi c c re d i t  f o r  t hi s  wo rk 
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o f  hi s pen but h e  d a re d  n o t , no t yet ,  to  one s o  c l o se t o  Ce ei l . H e  
l o ok e d  away a nd s ai d  s lowly , " Le t  u s  s ay i t  i s  t h e  wo rk o f  s eve ral 
hand s . "  

" But why ·wa s n o t  Ri cha rd II played fi r st ,  a nd t h e n  Ri cha rd I I I ?" 
she a sk e d , "A s hi sto ry d o th have i t . "  

" Be cau s e  i t  d o th no t s ui t  o u r  pu rpo s e .  \ve woul d  t e a ch some and 
wa rn othe rs  tha t c o rrupti on l ea d e t h  to a sad and i n gl o ri ou s  e nd . B o th 
the p e o pl e  and thei r l e ad e rs have l on g  fo rgo t t e n  tha t  ki n g s can lo s e  
thei r c rown s  fo r stupi di ty and vi c e . Whe n  B oli n gb ro k e  re tu rne d  f ro m  an 
unj u s t  e xi l e  in 1 3 9 9 , the l a nd wa s i n  t u rmoi l ,  wi th va st  s o ci a l p ro b- \ 
l ems i gno red o r  un s olve d o n  e ve ry si d e , j u s t  a s  t o d ay ,  j uly 27 , 15 9 7 . 
The. s ad , i nglo ri ou s  e nd o f  Ri cha rd I I  c an b e  a mi rro r f o r o u r  time s 
and c ome the mo rrow, we i nt e nd to hold i t  up f o r a:Ll t o  s e e . "  

" But i s  i t  no t t re a s o n ? "  she  p ro t e s t e d . 

"lia s  i t  t re a s o n  i n  1 3 9 9 ?" a sk e d  F ranci s fi rmly . " Th e  pe ople and 
the Lo rd s  d e s e rt e d  Ri c ha rd by the thou sand s and fl o ck e d  t o  Boli n gb ro ke . 
Wi thout foll owe rs Ri c ha rd c ould d o  no thi ng and had to r e si gn ! We 
Engli sh know tha t ki ng s c an b e  d e p o s e d  f o r  i nc a pa ci ty and mal admi n­
i st ra ti o n . " 

The aud aci ty of  thi s li n e  o f  thi nki ng l e f t  Lady Ha t t o n  s tunned f o r 
a moment . S uc h  a glimp s e  b e hi nd the s e e thi ng poli ti cal t u rmoi l o f  
Lond o n  wa s to o much f o r he r and s h e  s a t  s t a ri n g  a t  F ranci s ,  ov e rllhelmed 
by thi s n ew a nd unsu s p e c t e d  powe r ,  s t rength and pu rp o s e i n  the London 
d andy b e f o re he r .  

" I f  t h o u  would s t  have e vi d e nc e  o f  vi c e  i n  hi gh pl a c e s ,  m ' l ady, " 
he remi nde d  he r g ently , "ye n e e d  o nly l o o k  a t  the bandaged  hand afo re 
ye . "  

Reminded a gai n o f  the ni ght b e f o r e  and the c e s sp o o l  o f  c o rrupti o n  
f rom whenc e s h e  fle d i n  ange r a nd t e rro r ,  Li lli b e t  flu shed and tu rned 
avay f rom him , cove ring h e r l e ft hand wi th he r ri ght . H e r own pa rt 
i n  the a s si gna ti o n  was to b e  bu ri e d  i n  the f a rth e s t  c o rrie r of he r mi nd . 
Thu s fo rc ed b a ck o n  he r s e l f  mo me nta rily , she bus i e d  he r s e l f  wi th he r 
own thought s and cove red wi t h  a fei gne d i n te re s t i n  t he busy st re e t s  
o f  Bi sho p s ga te . They w� re no w goi ng u p  the mai n tho rou gh fare l e adin g  
d own f rom the no rth o f  England a c l"O tj S  Lond on ' s  f amed and only b ri d g e , 
the gateway to the sou th a nd D ov e r .  

The t e n si o n  i n  the c a rri ag e  wa s re li eved by thei r a rr·ival a t  th e 
Cu rtai n .  Li lli b e t  wa s t o o th ri ll e d  t o  b e  a t  the f amo u s  playho u s e  a s  
a p rivi l e ged gue s t  t o  b e  c o n c e rne d  about the imp ro p ri ety o f  a Lady b e ­
i ng the re i n  t h e  mo rni ng hours . F ranci s B a c on ' s i mpo rtance t o  the 
pla c e  wa s o bvi o u s  f rom the fami li a ri ty and the d e f e re nc e  wi th whi ch he 
wa s re c ei ve d . Thi s 1 e nt new wei gh t  t o  hi s rema rk s ,  ma d e  on the way 
up f rom S t .  P aul ' s .  

" R e h e a rsal ' s  b e en o n  f o r mo ren ' n  h o u r ,  Mr. B a co n , � s a i d  the wa tch-
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man a t  the s t a ge d o � r .  He t o uc h e 4  a f o re l oc k . " N ' M r. S hak s pu r ' s · 
taken si ck wi th the Ki ng ' s  e vi l , went up to S t rat f o rd ye s t e t�day . " · 

F ranci s tha nk e d  him f o r the i nf o rmati o n  and wi th a n o d  to s t a g e ­
hand s and wai ti ng a c t o rs , l e d  Li lli b e t  a round t o  a b ox s e a t  i n  th e gal ­
le ry ,  c l o s e  u p  f ront . 

" O u r  land s ,  ou r li ve s ,  and all a re B oli ngb roke ' s , 
And no thi ng can we cal l  ou r own but d e a th . 
A nd that small mod el o f  the b a rren e a rt h  
Whi ch s e rve s a s  pa s t e  and cove r f o r  o u r  b o ne s . "  

" Hmpf , "  mu rmu red F ranci s ha lf t o  himsel f ,  " i s the nu> rn s o  fa r gon e ? 
A c t III ; S c ene II . "  

"S h-h-h-h-h-h-h , "  Lilli b e t  pla c e d  a re s t rai ni ng hand on hi s a rm ,  
n o t  to mi s s  a wo rd a s  t h e  ma gni fi c ent B u rbage rol l e d  out the i mmo rt al 
li ne s .  

"F o �  God Y s  sake , l e t  u s  si t upo n  t he g round , 
A nd t ell s a d  s to ri e s o f  the d e a th o f  ki ng s : -­
How some have be en d e p o s e d , s ome s l ai n  i n  wa r ;  
S ome haunt ed by the gh o s t s they have d e po s e d ; 
S ome poi s oned by thei r wiv e s ;  s ome sl e e pi ng ki lled ; 
A ll mu rd e re d : - - f o r  wi thi n the h oll ow c rown 
Tha t round s the mo rtal t empl e s  o f  a ki n g  
K e e p s  d ea t h  hi s cour t : and the re t h e  anti c si t s  • • •  " 

In a huge wo o d en chai r down f ron t i n  the pi t s a t  H emi nge , wi t h  a 
p rompte r  and s c ri p t b e si d e him .  T hi s " th ro ne" wa s u sual ly o c cupi e d  
b y  t he va s t  bulk c f  a c t o r-man ige r Wi ll S hak s t pu r .  I t  would have held 
two o f  Hemi nge ; f o r he wa s tall and thi n ,  sandy hai red and wi th a l o ng , 
pock-ma rk ed no s e . Bu rba ge , full•fi gure d and hand some i n  hi s re gal 
rob e s ,  c o nti nued on : 

"S c o ffi-ng hi s s t a t e , and g ri nni n g  at  hi s pomp ; 
· A ll o wi ng hi m a b re ath· , a li 't tl e  s c ene , 

T o  mona rchi z e ,  be f e a red , and ki ll wi th l o ok s ; 
A s  i f  thi s fle s h ,  whi ch wall s about ou r li f e , 
We re b ra s s  imp re gnabl e ; and humo red thu s ,  
C ome s a t  the la s t ,  and wi th a li ttle pi n 
B o re s  t h rough hi s ca s tl e-wall , a nd -- fa rewel l , 

ki ng ! 
C ove r yo u r  head s and mo ck n o t  fle s h  and b l o o d ! 
Wi th � ol emn reve ren c e ;  th row away re s pe ct ,  
F o r  yo u have but mi s t o ok me all thi s whi l e ; 
I li ve wi th b read li ke· you , f e el want , t a s t e  g ri e f ,  
N e e d  f ri end s : -- subj e c t e d  thu s , 
How can you s ay t o  me , I am a ki ng ? "  

The Bi s h o p  o f  C a rl i s l e  he si t a ted ove r hi s re s p o n s e  t o  t hi s and 
the prompte r  wa s s l ow i n  gi vi ng him the cu e .  

" B ravo , "  came a f emi ni ne voi c e  f rom t he g a ll e ry at l e f t  and a bi t 
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o f  a pplau t; e  whi ch Lady H a t t o n  i mme di ately re g re t t e d  b e caus e o f  that 
ban d a ge d  fi ng e r :�  

Hemi ng e  turne d  a b ruptly and f rowned u p  i nt o  th e shad owe d  box.  He  
wa s i n  full sunli ght . He t u rned t o  t h e  p rompte r b e si d e  hi m in a sto n­
i shmen t .  

" I t ' s  M r .  Baco n wi th s ome j ad e ! "  

Thi s wa s ra re i nd e e d . Thei r playwri ght s el dom appeared a t  the 
Cu rtain exc ept a s  one s p&eta to r  amo ng hund re d s ,  too ri s ky o th e rwi s e .  
But to b ring a l a dy f ri end t o  � re hea r s al wa s s t ri ctly fo rbi dd e n ,  and 
S ha g sbu rre , Hemi ng e  and C ond ell we re a ll bu si ne s s  whe n  it came to mak­
ing mon ey wi th t he a rt of the .Ma s que . Bu rbag e  mad e  a swe e pi n g  bow in 
the di re c ti on o f  the  hi th e rt o  unsu s pe ct e d  audi ence  but Hemi nge wave d  
hi m a nd the o the rs o n  t o  fi ni s h  the s c ene s .  

A n o the r i nt e rrupti on c ame f rom anothe r s ou rc e  i n  the mi d dle o f  
S c ene I V ,  the l�s t o f  A ct T h e  two ga rd en e rs we re on s t a g e  and 
c l e a rly p rot rayed the pi th and pu rp o s e  of  Bacon ' s  e a rli e r  s t a t eme nt s 
a t  Cha rt e rhou s e . 

" Go thou , "  sai d  the ga rd ene r ,  " and li ke an exe cuti one r ,  
Cut o f f  t h e  bend s o f  t o o -f a s t  g ro�� ng s p rays 
That l o o k _ t o o  l o fty i n  our c ommonwe a l th ; 
A ll mu st b e  even i n  o u r  gove rnment - -
Y ou t hu s  empl oy ' d , I wi ll go  ro ot  away 
The noi s ome we e d s ,  tha t  wi thout p ro fi t suck 
The s oi l ' s  f e rti li ty f rom who1 o s ome fl owe rs . "  

"Why shoul d  we , i n  the c om pa s s  o f  a pal e 
K e e p  l aw and f o rm and due p ro po l"ti on , " repli e d  a s e rvant , 

"Shold n g  a s  i n  a mod e l , our fi rm e s t a t e , 
When o u r  s e a -wal l e d  ga rd en ,  the who l e  l a nd 
I s  full o f  we e d s ;  he r f ai re s t  fl owe rs ehok ' d  up , 
H e r  kno t s di s o rd e red , and h e r  whol e some he rb s  
Swa rmi ng wi th c at e rpi lla rs ? "  

'ihil e  t h e  � e rvant a c t o r lia s pai nti n g  thi s po eti c pi c tu re o f  En g­
l and ' s  shoddy c o ndi ti on , an aubu rn hai re d man of me di um h ei ght , wel l  
d re s s ed and c l e an shaven exc e p t  f o r  a small mo u st a ch e , a ppea red a s  i f  
f rom n owhe re and wal k e d  qui <: kly ou'l1.; :i. nt o  t he pi t t o  Heminge , F ro m  und e r  
hi s a rm h e  p ro du� e d  a packa g e . Thi s h e  hand ed t o  the di re c t o r .  

Hemi nge qui ckly unwrapped i t . I t  wa s a play manu s c ri pt .  The me s ­
s enge r poi nted t o  some thi ng o n  the back o f  the l o o s ely s ti t ched bund l e  
o f  p a pe r .  H emi n g e  l o o k e d  up a t  hi m wi th a smil e and tu rned and ge s tu re d  
a t  B a c o n  i n  the box , l o oked a t  t h e  s t a �e a n d  waved t he a c to s on t o  fi n ­
i s h t h e  s c ene a n d  the a c t . 

" I  beli eve the wi nd of f o rtune ha th favo red -our c o u r s e , "  sai d F ran­
ci s to hi s compani on � a nd e xc u s e d  hims el f to j oi n  the t h re e  at f ront 
c e nt e r  in t he pi t .  
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"D ame F o rtune i s  wi ' u s , M r .  B a c o n ! "  exclaimed Hemi ng e  t o  him a s  
h e  c ame ove r t o  t hem . " Ha rry ' s  d o ne i t  a gain and the !.fa s t e r o '  the 
Reve l s  hath approved e ve ry wo rd ! " 

· B a c o n  l o ok e d  qui z z i cally a t  Ha rry Pe rcy , the  aubu rn-hai re d b e a re r  
o f  the p re ci o u s  man us c ri pt o f  Ri cha rd I I . 

"Aye , F ranci s ,  and g o o d  mo r row to yo u , "  he  sai d  exult a ntly a nd 
wi th the fami li a ri ty o f  many yea r s  o f  cl o s e f ri end shi p  and se rvi c e .  
"Ma s t e r Edwa rd Ti lney ' s  signatu re i s  p rope rly affi xe d  t o  Ri cha rd II 
and ' e �e ' s  the re c ei pt f o r  s even s hi lli ng s f rom the o f fi c e  of t h e  
M a s te r o '  Revel s i n  Cle rkenwell . "  

" Knowe s t  tho u  ·wha t  thi s me an s ?'' a sk e d  F ranci s of  them a s  he t o o k  
manu s c ri pt a n d  re c ei pt . H eminge  wa s ri ght . The re a t  t h e  b o a t om o f  
t h e  la s t  pa g e  wa s t h e  b ol d , bla ck si gna tu re o f  the  Que e n t s  c en s o r , and 
hi s s tamp o f  app roval . 

"Aye , "  re pli e d  Hemi n g e  s obe rly , "A ct IV i s  i n ,  j u s t  a s  thou ha s t  
wri t t e n  eve ry wo rd o f  i t . "  

" On the mo r row all London wi ll know that Engli sh ki n g s  c a n  b e  d e -
po sed fo r mi s gove rnment , "  s ai d  Ha rry . 

· 

"And the d ay a f t e r that we ' ll all b e  i n  the Clink f o r  t re a so n , "  
add e d  F ranci s so be rly . 

" But ' e re ' s  the Que e n ' s  a pp roval , "  p ro t e s t ed Ha rry , poi nting to 
Ti lney ' s  si gna tu re .  

"S h-h-h-h-h-h-h , "  sai d Hemi ng e , ra1. s:.. n g  a hand i n  p ro t e s t  t o  si ­
l e n c e  them.  O n  the s ta g e  above a n  1 8 -ye a r  old lad , b eauti ful i n  royal 
rai men t  and makeup wa s playi n g  the pa rt of Ri cha rd II ' s  queen : 

" Come , l a di e s ,  go 
T o  m�e t at  Lond o n , Lon d o n ' s  king i n  wo e .  - ­
Wha t  wa s I b o rn t o  thi s ,  that my s a d  l o o k , 
S houl d  g ra c e  the t rl umph o f  g re a t  B oli n g b wok e ?  
Ga rdne r ,  f o r  t elli ng me thi s news o f  wo e ,  
I would the pla nt s thou g ra f t ' s t may neve r g row . " 

\vi th maj e s ti c  movememt and slow,  th e Que e n  moved we epi ng o f f  t he . 
stage  wi th he r " ladi e s" ,  a nd the ga rdn e r tu rn e d  t o  the audi enc e wi th 
the la s t  s ol emn l i n e s o f  S c ene IV , A ct I I I : 

" Po o r queen l s o  tha t thy s t a t e  mi ght be now wo rs e ,  
I wo uld my ski ll we re sub j e c t t o  t hy cu rse . - ­

H e re di d s h e  f all a t e a r ;  he re in  thi s pla c e , 
I ' ll  s e t  a b ank of rue , sou r  he rb o f  _ g rac e g 
Rue ! even f o r  ruth , he re sho rtly s h al l  b e  s e en , 
I �  the rememb ranc e  o f  a we epi ng que e n . "  

The c u rtai n  came d o wn sma rtly aft e r  the ga rdne r ' s  l a s t  wo rd s ,  
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o nly t o  pa rt almo s t  immedi a t ely a s  Hen ry C o nd el l  s t ro d e  out to the f o o t ­
li ght s i n  t h e  c o s tume o f  B oli n gb rok e . He wa s sho rt and da rk a s  Hemi n g e  
wa s tall a n d  fai r ,  a l l  bu si ne s s ,  qui ck a n d  n e rvou e . He s pi e d F ran ci s 
B a c o n  fo r the fi rst time , appa re ntl y .  

"H r .  B a c on , "  he eJtelaimed wi th a ple a s e d  smi l e , · " i t ' s  a pl e a su re 
t o  have you h e re ,  si r. N ow ,  gentl emen , s ome d e ci si o n  mu s t  b e  re a ch e d  
on  A ct I V . We cann o t  e quivo c a te any l on ge r ! "  

"D e ci d ed i t  hath b e en , C ond ell , n d rawl e d  Heminge  a s  B a c on walked 
ove r and hand e 4  the manu s c ri pt up to  hi m.  "l�e �a ' th e Ma s t e r o '  Revel s '  
a p p roval . "  

" ' P o n  my s o ul , "  b re a th e d  the s ta ge man a ge r and a c t o r a s  he l ooked 
c a refully a t  the  si gna tu r e  and then a t  F ran ci s .  

" Th e  di e i s  c a s t , my f ri end , "  sai d F ranci s t o  him qui e tly , " On the 
mo rrow we s t ri k e  a bl ow f o r f re ed om . " 

v•Aye , "  s ai d  Hen ry C on d e ll though t fully , no ddi ng hi s he ad and rub­
bi ng hi s c hi n , hi s bu si ne s sli k e  ma nne r g o n e  f o r the mo ment as  he co n­
t empl a t e d  thi s bold s t e·p f ro m  play-acti ng i nt o  na ti onal d e sti ny .  

" T rea s on b e  d amne d , "  he s ai d  and t u rned a b ru ptly t o  g o  th rough 
the c u rtain t o  hi s noi sy b a c k s t a ge empi re . " S e t  u p  f o r  A ct IV , "  he 
s h out e d  cl e a rly above the hubbub , nAll of i t t " 

F ranci s retu rn e d  the unc e n s o red manu s c ri pt o f  Ri c ha rd I I  t o  H em­
i ng e , c o n g ra tula ted Ha rry P e rcy on a mo rni ng ' s  wo rk well d one and re­
t u rn e d  t o  the b o x  and b e auti ful Li lli be t .  
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CHA PTER F OU R  
-------. - �  

C e ci l  Lays Hi s Plan s 

Whi l e  the t re a s on ou s  play o f  Ri cha rd I I  wa s being re hea rs e d  a t  
the C u rt ai n  i n  S h o redi tch tha t  mo rni n g , e l s ewhe t�e i n  Lo nd o n ,  a t  
a sump tuo u s  pal a c e  o n  the  Thame s ,  two. g entl em·�n we re di s cu s si ng -

ways and mean s o f  s t o pping i t . T hi s wa s the home o f  the Que en ' s S e c re ­
ta ry o f  S ta t e . 

C e ci l  had c alle d  the Bi s h o p  of W o rce s t e r i n .  A c t o r-Manage r Wi ll 
Shak e spur wa s the bi sh o p ' s  mo ral re s p o n s i bili ty1 along wi th s eve ra l  
thousand o the r Lond one rs who live d a c ro s s  t h e  riv e r i n  t h e  subu rb o f  
S outhlta rk , i n  t h e  Lib e rty o f  t h e  Cli nk . A t  thi s time lvil l  had rooms 
the re whi l e  not livi n g  at h ome i n  S t ra t f o rd .  

"Y o u r  Lo rd shi p , "  sai d  C e ci l ,  ni t  hath l o n g  b e en my su s pi ci on that 
Ma s t e r S ha k ' st s pu r  i s  no t himse l f  c apable enough , a nd hath not know­
led ge enou gh t o  hav e wri t the muc h  a dmi red play s  that we rate  s o  hi gh , 
and whi ch a re supp o s e d  t o  be hi s . "  

nMa ny a no the r hath had the same su s pl. CJ. o n ,  Si r Rob e rt .  n T h e  go o d  
Bi sho p  n o d d e d  hi s head wi th a knold n g  smi l e . 

nlie have go o d  rea so n  t o  suppp s e  t ha t  t h e  po o r  c re a tu re , M o rel olot, 
slain in a tav e rn b rawl in ' 93 ,  wa s a ma s qu e  fo r some gentleman w ri te r · 
of  D r. F au s tu s  and Tambu rlai ne , Hi s untimely e nd di d put upon the wri ­
t e r t h e  n e e d  f o r ano the r n ome d e  plume . A ct o r Wi l l  i s  a po o r, dull , 
ill- s pi ri te d , g re e dy c re ature and but a veil  f o r  eve ry ma s qu e  p re pa red 
und e r hi s name by s ome g e ntleman . "  

11Aye , you r  Lo .rd shi p , "  the B i sho p  n o d d e d  vi go rou sly . nlve have l o ng 
though t  thu s wa s the t ruth o f  i t  o u rs elve s .  Make o f  the man a p ri so ne r .  
B i n d  him wi th i ro n  a n d  b ri ng h i m  befo re t h e  C ounci l .  I t  i s  mo re than 
li kely the K nave wi ll speak the t ruth and t ell who wri t  the plays put 
f o rth und e r  hi s name . "  

C e ci l  nodd e d  hi s h e ad a s  tho u gh thi s we re a c ommonpl a c e , whi ch 
i nd e e d  it wa s ,  t o  bi nd a man without cha rge , i n  i ro n s , and t o rtu re him 
i f  ne c e s s a ry ;  but hi s mi n d  wa s sti l l  o n  that c ri si s  f o u r  yea rs e a rli e r 
when F ranci s B a c o n  l o s t  hi s fi rst play-wri ti n g  ma sque . 

n rhe s e  plays we re put a b ro a d  a t  fi r s t  upon t h e  stage i n  the name 
o f  Mo rel ow, a wo e -be gone , sull en f el l ow .  H e  had enga g� d  i n  a qua rrel 
wi th one A rche r ,  a s e rvant , a bout a wanto n ,  e ndi ng i n  a blo ody , hand-
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- t o -hand fi ght , i n  whi ch h e  wa s s l ai n . The  point o f  hi s own swo rd 
s t ruck agai n st hi s he ad and eye , maki n g  f e a rful wound s e  My fathe r woul d , 
i n  hi s wra th , have b u rn e d  the ho r s o n  ra s c ally - - ye s ,  fo r s o o th -- knave 
ali ve in the fi re a t  S mi thfi e l d  f o r  the sin h e  had c ommit t e d  a gai n s t  
H e aven and the s ta t e� " 

" Go d ' s  wi l l  b e  d o n e , "  ag re e d  t h e  Bi sho p pi ou sly . "A thei sm d oth 
b ri n g  al l to a sad end . F i rst Mo l!"el ow and now lvi ll . " 

" How s o ,  S i r j ohn? n a ske d C e ci l . 

" O ne d ay I di d chanc e t o  me e t  Wi l l  and a l though I am well a c quaint� 
ed  wit h  him I wo uld not · h av e  k nown him ,  the t ran sfo rma ti o n  wa s so  g re at . 
H e  b e s e e ched me to come wi th him to  vi si t hi s fa the r ,  who wa s sic k .  
' Go a lo n g , I ent re at you , t o  s u pp e r wi t h  me . I wi ll give you exc ellent 
s ack , my ,.,o rshi pful Lo rd . ' lie t alk o f  hi s si ck f at h e r • • •  n 

n sut wha t o f  the a c t o r ,  lvi ll , "  i nt e rrupt e d  the Que en ' s  S e c re t a ry 
o f  S ta t e , nyou r  Lo rd shi p spoke o f  a t ran s f o rma ti on . " 

"S hak t spur i s  n o t  mor e  than thi rty- th re e  ye t h e  i s , i n  hi s youth , 
wri t te n  d own wi th all the cha ra c t e rs o f  a ge .  Hi s c h e e k  i s  whi te ,  hi s 
voi c e  i s  hollow, hi s hand d ry ,  hi s hai r g rey , hi s s t e p  f e e bl e ; and hi s 
h e a d  wag s  a s  he walk s . "  

" T he wag e s o f  si n , " ob s e rved C e ci l . "What thi nk e s t  thou i s  the 
c aus e of  all t hi s ? "  

" Th e re i s  a b e a s t ly wo und new-l!e ale d on  the sid e  o f  hi s n e ck , "  
s ai d  the B i s ho p ,  rai sin g  hi s hand t o  hi s f a t  t h ro a t  fo r empha si s ,  " and 
a g re at wen o r  gall , some t hi n g  like the Kin g ' s  Evi l ,  whi ch e ve ry d ay 
g rows g re a t e r and hi s s t re n g th mo re f e ebl e . H e  i s  fla t t e ri n g  hims e l f  
wi th the h o p e  a n d  exp e c t a ti o n  t ha t  he will g e t well . � H e  t hi nk s he i s  
ye t youn g and t hat hi s c a s e  i s  n o t  s o  b a d . H e  i s  e a ti ng away hi s li f e . 
H e  c anno t e sc a p e  t h e  g rav e . n  

n N o  cure hath b e en f o und fo r t he K i ng ' s Evi l , "  a g re e d  C e ci l ;  "but 
h e r M a j e sty ' s j u s ti ce may s pe e d  him o n  hi s way out o f  hi s wa s t ed , vi l e  
li f e . "  

The Bi shop of  lvo rc e s t e r s hi ft e d  h eavi ly i n  hi s rob e s  and c o ntinu e d  
hi s mou rnful t al e . 

n r t  i s  t h ou ght 'vi l l  mu s t  have tha t d re a d e d  di s e a s e  th ey call the · 
F rench , whi c h  i s  o n e  of  t h e  mo s t  i nc u rable o f  a l l  di s e a se s .  T h e re i s , 
i n  t ru t h ,  no remedy f o r i t .  I t  s eems t o  d raw all t he sub s t an c e  o ut o f  
o n e , and l eave s only empti ne s s  and we a rine s s . "  

" I t wa s ,  I have he a rd ,  b rought hi t he r i n  the rei gn o f  Ki n g  Ha rry ,  
t he fathe r of th e pre s ent que e n , i n  1 5 1 5 . "  N ot t o  b e  outd o ne by the 
Bi s h o p , C e ci l t hought to add a bi t of  hi st o ry to  the t al e . " I n  the wa r 
a gain s t  the F rench ou r f o o t  s o ld i e rs e nt e red H o ll and ahd the Low C oun­
t ri e s .  They f o rti fy the town of Gan-Ga t e . O u r  f o rc e s take i t  aft e r  a 
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ha rd fi ght . Our men b e c ome t o o  f ami li a r  wi th the wome n  of  the pla c e  
-� and when t h e  K i n g  and hi s fo rc e s ma rched b a c k  to . England they b rough t  
i t  along wi t h  them .  I t hath mad e  s a d  d e s t ructi on amo ng t h e  poo r  l ewd 
pe o ple o f  thi s town . "  

"And a c t o r Wi ll among the wo rst o f  t hem" vi g o.rou sly a g re e d  the 
Bi sho p .  " He is a g ro s s ,  fat  and untaught ro gue , full o f  hi s own 111o st 
bea s tly · d e si re s.. A glu t t o n  rathe r ove r-g re edy than choi c e . \vi th hi s 
qui ck wi t and hi s bi g belly,  wei ghi ng th ree hund red pound . He i s  ex­
t ra o rdi na ri ly f ond o f  the bo ttle . "  

"Wa sn ' t  he  i n  g re a t  p ove rty i n  S t ra tf o rd ? "  

"Ay e , you r Lo rd shi p , "  repli e d  Si r j ohn , " but now hi s c offe rs a re 
full . A ft e r e a ch ma s que they divi d e  the money i n t o  t h re e  e qual di vi ­
si on s and hi s own pa rt by now i s  five hund re d  ma rk s o r  mo re .  H e  hath 
bought a go o dly e st a te called N ew P l a c e ,  and he i s  goi ng to pluck d own 
the old house , whi ch i s  gone t o  d e c ay ,  and build a g re a t  one in the 
s p ri n g  in S t ra tf o rd ,  fi t fo r a p ri nc e . "  

f'S o-o ... o-o , "  o b s e rve d C e ci l  t ho ughtfully , wi th pu rsed li p s ,  hi s long 
fing e rs c l a sping and uncla s pi ng b e f o re him • 

. ·· " I nd e ed ; the su rveyo rs a re now e n ga ged and the  found ati o n  wal l s  
a re pa rt up . Hi s p re t ty d au ght e r, S u sa nna , t o  whom h e  i s  much e nd e a re d , 
hath a swe e t  vi s a g e  and . i s  well taught . S uch money i s  i ll s pent fo r a 
man o f  hi s stati o n  in li f e . He n o t  only want s the ri ght t o  b e a r a rm s  
a s  any gentleman , he  s e ek e t h  t o  hav e  hi s f a the r, J ohn , kni ght ed ! "  

1' Hath . . the a c t o r ·any · t ra c e  o f  quali ty i n  hi s li ne a ge ? "  a sk ej C e ci l  
. i n  hi s me a su re d , c ol o rl e s s  t one . 

The Bi shop sno·rte d  and s hi ft ed hi s f a t  body ponde rou sly i n  hi s 
chai r, a nd shook a ri ng-c o ve re d  fi n g e r f o r  empha si s .  

" I c�n a s su re you r  Lo rd s hi p  he  ha th not a d ro p  of  gentle blo o d  i n  
hi s body . Hi s f a the r i s  only a co ste r-monge r ' s s on , who a t  pre sent 
wrou ght a t  the t rade o f  gl ove -maki n g . But it i s  the d e a re st d e si re of 
hi s he a rt to  mak e  hi s daugh t e r a l ady and advan c e  himself among the 
fi l e  of the quali ty . " 

C e ci l  all owe d hims·e l f  the t ra c e  o f  a smi l e  a s  he  a sked i f  Sha g s ­
bu r re had a pp roach e d  t h e  Kin g of A rms iln t hi s ma tte r .  Y e s ,  it s e emed 
tha t D e a thi ck had bad the re que st f o r a c oa t  of  a rms f o r  J ohn S ha g s� 
bu rre ' s  f ami ly und e r  c onsi d e rati o n  fo r nearly a yea r !  

" But Si r Thoma s Lucy and o the r quali ty o f  S t ra t f o rd c on s i d e r  i t  a 
b o l d  plo t . Hi s Lo rd shi p i s  very much i nc en se d . H e  hath wri t t en t o  
D ea t hi ck no t to c o n si d e r i t  o r  all ow i t !  B u t  t h e  a ri sto c racy of th e 
nei ghbo rhood  f e a r tha t Wil l ' s  f ri e nd s  he re i n  Lond o n  wi ll s e cure him a 
c o a t- o f -a rm s . They f e a r  hi s i nfluenc e wi th the Que e n  be cau s e  of  the 
P l ays he  hath wri t ten . "  

" I s S i r Thoma s o f  the beli e f  that Wi ll S hak s pe re autho red the 
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Ma s que s put out i n  hi s name ? "  

" He aven fo rbi d ! "  the Bi s ho p  rai s e d . hi s hand s i n  h o rro r . " Th e  l out 
had no s chooling . He c an nei the r read no r wri t e . Si t Thoma s and hi s 
nei ghb o rs tell the Ki ng of  A rms tha t S ha g s bu r  neve r wri t  t h e  play s . H e  
hath nei the r the wi t n"r the ima gi nati on . " 

'' The P l ay s  a re muc h  a dmi re d , "  o b s e rve d C e ci l  g rud gi ngly. " They d raw 
g re at numbe rs and yi e l d  g re a t  abundan c e  o f  f rui t i n  the fo rm o f  g ro a t s 
and pence . "  

"Aye , hi s pu rs e i s  well li ned wi th the gold h e  d e ri ve s  f rom the 
P l ay s .  He ha th bou g ht g re a t  s t o re o f  tape s t ry ,  �late and hangi n g s  f o r  
N ew H o u s e  whe n  i t  i s  fi ni shed . "  T h e  Bi s h o p  o f  Wo rce s te r shook hi s head e 
a d e t e rmi ne d  p ro phe t of d o om .  " He wi ll not liye t c  en j oy hi s g ran d eu r .  
He re pent s now i n  s a ck cl o th a n d  a s he s the le ch e ry o f  hi s yor�nge x- d ay s . "  

Thi s di s cu s si on fi nal ly s ti rre d  C e ci l  t o  a sli ght s how o f  emo ti on . 
He fla she d  one  knowi ng l o ok a t  Si r j ohn and turne d hi s t e ll - t a l e  eye s 
down a nd away f ro m  the cl e ri c  t owa rd the win dow a s  h e  s p o ke . 

" T hi s rud e  and vul g a r but che r ' s a pp re nti c e  i s  ne i t he r wit ty no r 
l e a rned enough t o  wri te f o r  any s ta ge . The  sub je c t s  a re f a r beyond hi s 
abi li ty ,  H e  i s  a ma s qu e  f o r  s ome g entlema n  about the C ou rt . " 

" I t  i s  even thou gh t he re you r c ou si n ,  F ranci s B aeon , wri t e s them , " 
blu rte d  the Bi sho p .  

" I f  we co uld only p rove i t , "  s ai d  C e ci l  evenly , wi th j u st the sug­
ge s ti o n  o f  an e d g e  t o  hi s t o n e . 

"Y o u r  Lo rd shi p , "  the Bi sh o p  l e ane d f o rwa rd e a rne s tly, "\vi ll S ha k s t ­
pur i s  no l on g e r p o o r ,  no r a re the o th e r l e ad e rs of  Lo rd Chamb e rl ai n ' s  
c ompany . Thi nk s t  thou they wi ll ri sk the l o s s  o f  thei r he ad s o r  the i r  
g o od s t o  s hi eld the man who wri t  t h e  P l ay s ? C l a p  hi m i n  i ron s ! B rin g 
him b e fo re the Council ! I t  i s  mo re than li kely he w.i ll s pe ak t ruth a nd 
t ell who wri t  them ! "  

"S upp o s e  h e  li e s . " 

" Put hi s li mb s  t o  the Que s ti o n , "  repli e d  the Bi s h o p  bluntly , a s  
though havi n g  a man to rtu re d  we re one o f  hi s common e n j oyment s • .  "F o rc e  
him t o  c onfe s s  the t ru t h . "  

T hi s call to a c ti o n  s e eme d to  s ti r C e c i l . He s t o od up  f rom hi s 
d e sk ,  b ri ngi ng the i nt e rvi ew t o  an e nd . A s  a ma rk o f  re s pe c t f o r  the 
holy ma·n ,  who had out wa rdly co nfi rme d hi s own l ong-held th ought s on the 
c ou rs e  of  a c ti on ,  C e ci l  walked hi m to the d oo r of  hi s offi c e  s tudy , a s ­
s u ri ng the Bi s h o p  tha t he wo uld s e e  the Que e n  wi thout d elay .  S ui ti ng 
the a c ti o n to  the wo rd he o rd e re d  up the Bi sh o p ' s  c oa s h  and hi s own 
ba rge . S ayi ng f a rewell and thank you t o  hi s gue st hi s eye swe pt the 
long lin e of sui to rs in the out e r  h all . They co uld wai t ,  a s  they al ­
way s di d .  T o  the swa rm o f  s e c re t a ri e s  who wo uld have followed him i n  
t o  hi s offi c e  h e  s h o o k  hi s head . 
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" N o t  now, " he s h o o o k  hi s h e ad fi rml.y , " we g o  t o  G re e nwi ch ,  imme d­
i a tely . �ath Si r Hugh re t u rne d ?  I wan t  hi m. " 

S i r Hugh B e e s t o n  wa s o ne o f  �eve ral fa s hi on-pl a t e  b e d -f e ll ows C e ­
ci l k e pt about hi m, handy f o r a l l  ki nd s o f  bu si ne s s ,  publi c and o the r­
wi s e .  S o  fami li a r  wa s he to the S e c re t a ry of S ta t e  that he co uld e nt e r 
wi thout knockin g ,  and di d ,  b e f o re C e ci l  wa s fai rly s e at e d  a gai n at hi s 

. d e sk .  H e  l o o k ed u p , the que s ti on unspoke n �  B e e s t o n  s h o ok hi s s c e nted 
h e ad . 

"She ' s  n o t  b e en s e en at  Ha tto n  Hou s e  thi s mo rn ,  yo u r  Lo rd shi p ;  no r 
did he r Lady s hi p  re turn l a s t  ni ght . "  

"A nd no wo rd s e n t ? "  

"Y e s ,  si r ,  she· s e n t  f Q r he r mai d a n d  n e w  cl o the 3 . 11 

Wi thout i nvi tati on the d andy moved c a sually and g ra c e fully ove r  
t o  the chai r lat ely o c cupi e d  by t h e  B i shop and s a t  d own c a re fully , n o t  
to di s tu rb hi s g o rg e ou s  atti re . A pe rfume d s i d e  cu rl wa s t o s s e d  c a re ­
fully back ove r hi s should e r .  

" ' Ti s thought the re he r Lady shi p i s  s till a t  G re e nwi ch . " 

C e ci l  l e an e d  back in hi s chai r ,  s pe cula ting thou ghtfully o n  all 
the impli cati on s  of hi s ni e c e  s pending a n  e nti re ni ght and mo rni n g  
b e d d e d  wi th Que en Eli z ab eth . B e e s to n  p ro duc e d  a j ewe ll - e n c ru s t e d  s nuff 
box f rom hi s pur s e  and o f f e red s ome t o  C e ci l  b e f o re d o si n g  hi ms e l f , 
but the hunchback waved i t  away . 

" H e r G ra c e  hath taken a fancy to  o u r  ni e c e , a mo s t  ple a sant p ro s­
p e c t  f o r he r -- and fo r u s . "  C e ci l  smi l e d  sli ghtly . 

He mi ght have mad e  a fu rthe r ob s e rvat i on o n  t hi s  favo rable turn 
o f  affai rs whe n  the re wa s a di s c re e t  kno ck o n  the d o o r  and a s e c re t a ry  
ent e re d  wi th pape r s  f o r the S e c re t a ry ,  al s o  wo rd t ha t  hi s ba rg e  wa s 
re ady f o r  the qui ck t ri p  d own t o  G re enwi c h . He  o rd e red the s e c re ta ry 
t o  pla c e  them i n  a di s patch c a s e  f o �  hi s mo re l ei sure ly pe ru sal whil e  
boati ng . 

"Shall I a c c ompany you r Lo rd shi � ? "  a sk e d  B e e s t on . 

" No , "  was the pe rempt o ry reply . " Be thou my eye s at the Curtai n 
thi s a ft e rn o o n  f o r the las t pe rfo rmance o f  Ri cha rd I I I , and tomo rrow 
afte rn o on f o r  the fi rs t pe rfo rmance o f  Ri cha rd I I  - - an d ill l a s t ! "  

S o  sayi n g  h e  l e d  the way t o  the d o o r  and o n  ou t o f  hi s pala c e , 
s t o p pi n g  o nly long  enough t o  b e  h a t t e d  and cl oake d , impati ent o f  hi s 
vale t ' s  wo rri e d a t t empt t o  mak e  thi s mi s 3hapen c a ri ca tur e o f  a man 
p re s entable f o r  an a udi e nc e wi th the Qu e e n . 

On thi s bri ght , wa rm 2 7 th o f  j uly Que e n  Eli z ab e th wa s enj oyi n g  
a walk i n  the ga rd e n s  a t  G re enwi ch 'ii th he r mai d s ,  h e l pi ng he r s e l f  
along wi t h  h e r s t e el c rut c h .  The Thame s wa s neve r l oveli e r  i n  t h e  l a t e  

- 3 2  -

, 



\ 

mo rni ng sunli ght , wi th gaily c o l o re d  ba rg e s  mo ving by , an o c c a si onal 
me rchantman f rom o ve rs e a s and fle e t s  of daz z li ng whi te swans maneuve r­
i ng g ra c e f�lly al ong t h e  sho re . A pa g e  a p p ro a ch e d  and d ro ppe d on hi s 
knee s .  Re si gnedly , Eli z abeth ge s tu re d  one o f  he r mai d s  t o  que ry him .  
The re wa s neve r a moment o f  p e a c e  anywhe re ,  i t  s e eme d . The mai d re ­
tu rned and cu rt si e d . 

''Y ou r Hi ghne s s , the S e c re t a ry o f  S t a te i s  mo s t  u rg e nt -- " 

"'1fould the re wa s a ti me whe n  h e  wa s n ' t  u rg e nt , "  she ra s pe d . '*We ' ll 
· s e e  ' i m . " 

The mai d n o d d e d  t o  the pa g e  and he wa s up an� away . 

S ho rtly the mo n s t e r  lu rche d  and t o t t e re d  t o  he � p re s en c e . He l o ok­
e d  i n  vai n fo r hi s ni e c e  among the p re tty c reatu re s  a ro und he r but d a red 
give no  hi nt o f  the burni ng c u ri o si ty wi t hi n him . U nl e s s  the  Que e n  
h e rs e l f  b ro ached the sub j e c t  of  l a s t  ni gh t ' s  revel s th at mu s t  wai t .  He r 
mai d s  ne e d e d  no u rgi n g  to wi thd raw a t  a di s c re et di s tan c e  f rom thi s 
bla s t e d  t re e  o f  a man . H e  went to hi s kne e s and b e ga n  the u sual p re amb� 
o f  nau s e o u s  p rai s e  and f l a t t e ry s o  n e c e s sa ry to he r mon s t rou s e go . 

" Be on  wi th i t ,  man Z "  s h e  s t o ppe d ftim wi th a n  impa ti ent wav e  o f  
h e r hand . ''Why di s t u rb e s t  thou the g ra ci ou s qui e t  o f  o u r medi tati on s 
thi s day?•• 

" Ha th yo u r  ma j e sty b e e n  i nf o rmed of  the l a t e s t  play o f  M ' Lo rd 
Chamb e rlai n ' s  c o mpany ? "  

" Only t h a t  i t  hath b e e n  pe rfo rme d a fo rtni ght a n d  mo re a t  the C u r­
tai n .  My l a di e s ha ve i t  that  Ma s t e r Burbage  mad e  a mo s t  re gal Ri c ha rd 
I I I . M e t hi nk s  i t  wo uld e n t e rtain u s  wel l  at C h ri s tma s ti d e . "  

"Y ou r G ra c e , "  C e ci l  re pli e d  sl owly and d el i be rat e ly ,  " Ri chard I I I  
i s  ki l l e d  eve ry aft e rn o o n  a n d  t h e  G ro undli n g s  c l a p  up a s t o rm of appro ­
val d ai ly .  If  i t  ple a s e  yo u r  G ra c e , thi s i s  ma t t e r  mo st  t rea s onou s .  
Th� p e a c e  and hono r o f  you r  ki ngd om a re so re th re a t e n e d . "  

" Tut , man ,  wo uld s t  thou have Wi ll S ha g s bu rre and hi s men re-wri t e  
hi s t o ry? "  Eli z abe th smi l e d  i ndulg en tly a t  him .  " Ti s  well known that 
Ri cha rd I I I , tho ugh a t rue Engli s h  ki n g  i n  many way s , lacked th o se ve ry 
vi rtue s whi ch have k e pt me suc c e s s fully a t  my po s t  the s e  many year s . "  

S he had b e e n  standi ng , l e ani ng on  he r c rutch , expe c ti n� thi s in t e r­
vi ew to be o f  s ho rt d u rati on . N ov she  ab ru ptly s a t  d own on a handy 
s t o ne b e n c h ,  a s  though the wei ght of th i.rty�ni n e  yea rs on t he th rone of 
England wa s sudd enly t o o  muc h  f o r  he r .  A s  she s e em e d  mo re di sp o se d  t o  
h e a r hi m o ut , C e ci l  pe rsi s t e d . 

" They say , you r mo s t  roya l Hi ghnq s s ,  tha t who ev e r wri t the play o f  
Ri c ha rd I I I  mad e  that k i ng ' s  d e f o rmi ti e s  a livin g po rt rai t o f  you r S e c­
ret a ry o f  S ta te ; and tha t whe n  Ri chmond d o th be s t  t he hunchback ki ng i n  
swo rd play and take hi s li f e  eve ry a ft e rn o o n  at  the Cu rtain the c rowd 
g rea tly a pp rov e s .  S ome even s ay al oud , ' ti s  a p ro pe r end f o r  C e ci l ! "  
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" T o sh , ma.nl" the Que e n  laugh e d  i n  di sbeli evi n g  p ro t e s t .  The  i d ea 
of thi s bla s t e d  t re e  o f  a lit t l e  man b e f o r e  he r ,  wi t h  hi s wo lf-fang ' · 
t e e t h ,  thi s f o ol -- tak e n  f o r a ki n g  o f  Engl and ? 

"My man B e e s to n  hea rd i t l "  The re wa s mo re i rri t a ti o n  and i mpa­
ti ence wi th Eliz abe th i n  hi s voi c e than wa s hi s wont . 

But she wa s i n  no mo od t o  t ak e  him se ri o u s ly thi s mo rning . I t  wa s 
j u st t o o  qui e t  and pea c e ful the re i n  the sunli ght al on g the T hame s .  S h e  
h a d  he a rd well of  thi s play , Ri cha rd I I I . He r ladi e s  had all s e e n  i t ,  
mo re than once . They had taught he r tho s e  immo rt al lin e s  whi ch alway s 
b rought a roa r o f  a ppla u s e  f rom the G round li n g s , a nd f rom t h e  boxe s of  
the Qual i ty as  well . S h e  n ow sp o k e  them e xultantly he r s e l f . 

" Le t  them n o t  liv e  t o  ta s t e  thi s l a nd ' s  in c re a s e  
Tha t would wi.th t re a s on wound thi s l and ' s  p e ac e ! 
N ow civi l  wo und s a re s to pp ed , pea c e  live s a g ai n ,  
Tha t she may l o n g  li ve , G o d  s ay ame n !  

" Th e s e  li ne s re ad well , Robe rt C e ci l ;  we li k e  t he m ;  and they will 
bear much re p e a ti ng th e se d ay s . What would you man ?  Tha t we s hut 
d own Lo ndo n ' s  the a t e rs ?"  

" Th e  Bi sho p of W o rc e s t e r  would have it  s o . " 

"A n ove rf e d  cle ri c , '' she  repli e d  c o n t emptuously , s h rugging he r 
should e rs , " t o o  long  i n  offi c e  and i gno rant o f  mo rtal ne e d s . "  

" Hi s hono r ,  the Lo rd Hay o r  of Londo n , wo ul d hav e  them s hut down . "  

" Humph , "  she s no rt e d ,  " tha t o l d  fo ol ! H e  d o th e v e r exag ge ra te th e 
impo rtanc e  o f  hi s po s t .  A re the re n o t  al ready t o o  many i dle men i n  
Lond o n ?  lvould s t  th o u  pu t a thous and wat e rme n ou t o f  wo rk ? " 

S he shi f te d  impa ti ently on her bench . T ha t  ope n wo und o r  c hanc re 
on he r thi gh wa s bo th e ring h e r a gai n .  A f t e r l a s t  ni ght ' s  d e bauche ry 
she wa s i n  no mo od f o r di s cu s si on o f  s ta t e e raft bu t want ed pe a c e  a nd 
qui e t  he r s elf . S he di smi s s e d  hi m ab rup tly by t u rni ng h e r b ack o n  hi m .  

" I f  thou would s t  di s c o u r s e  o f  t re a s on ,  stu dy i t  among the j e sui t s  
c rowdi ng o u r  s ho re s ! "  
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T H e  La st Pe rfo rman c e  o f  Ri cha rd- iii 

ho rse ! A Ho rs e ! My ki ngdom f o r a ho r s e ! "  

royal a rmo r the c ri ppl e d  hunchback s t an d s  in t he c ent e r  of the 
s t a ge and shout s the n ow immo rtal line o f  Ri cha rd I I I � Thi s wa s i t s 
la s t  s p e aki n g  and the G round li n g s  i n  t h e  P i t  o f  Curtai n the a te r i n  
Sho redi tch s t o o d  enth ral l e d , a s  they h a d  eve ry d ay fo r t he pa st  mo nth . 

I t  wa s l a t e  af te rnoon and the sun wa s s till hi gh to li ght the stage  
as  the evi l  c a re e r o f  Ri cha rd I I I  nea red i t s  e nd . B e hind him swo rd s 
cla s he d , acto rs  shouted and f ought out the d rama ti c  end o f  t he wa r b e ­
twe e n  t h e  hou s e s  of  Y o rk and Lanc a s t e r .  C a t e sby ru s he d  up to  him . 

"l'li thd raw 1 my l o rd :  I ' 1 1  hel p yo u to a ho rs e . "  

The hunchbac k e d  ki n g  sna rl e d  a t  him li ke a t ra pped ra t .  

"S lave , I have s e t  my li f e  upon a c a s t , 
And I wi ll s tand the haz a rd o f  the di e ;  
I thi nk the re be s i x  Ri chmond s i n  the fi e l d . 
F ive have I s lai n today i n s t e a d  o f  hi m --
A ho rse ! A ho rs e ! My kingdom fo r a h o r s e ! "  

ThTu sti ng Cate s by ro ughly a si d e , Ri cha rd I I I  turne d and d a sh e d  o f f  
t h rough the s e a ted d andi e s  at s t a ge ri ght . A s  t he a c t o r  ki ng , Hen ry 
Bu rbage  ran b e hi nd the mo s t  p romi nent o f  th e se , he mana ged to  ki ck the 
s t o ol out f ro m · und e r hi m be f o re di sappea ri n g  i n  the win g s .  I t  wa s Si r 
Hugh B e e s to n . A s  C e ci l ' s  spy went d own wi th a s quawk o f  pro t e s t , hat 
i n  one di re cti on , swo rd i n  the o th e r ,  a ro a r  of guf faws f rom the Pi t 
moment a ri ly b roke the hi gh t en si on o f  the d rama . Emba r ra s sing of the 
Quali ty like thi s  wa s alway s g o o d  f o r a l augh . Th e d eli ght wa s even 
mo re a c c entua ted becau s e  the l a rg e r pa rt of the audi ence  we re followe •s  
o f  the Ea rl o f  E s s e x ,  l e ad e r o f  the o pp o si ti on pa rty t o  t he C e ci l s !  
B a ck i n  thei r box,  F ranci s and Lil li b e t  j oi ned i n  t he gl e e . 

Wi d owed i n  Ma rch , Lady Hat t on had si nc e rely mou rne d the sud den pa s ­
si ng o f  h e r hu sband , but thi s p roud be auty wa s t o o  full of  t h e  fi re o f  
li f e  t o  be l o n g  h e l d  d own b y  c u s t o m .  T ru e , she wo re mou rni ng black 

, much o f  the ti me but she wo re i t  wi th s t yl e . He r wi d o w' s  we ed s we re 
mo s t  b e comi ng i nd e e d ! and wa rn fo r publi c a pp roval i n  s pi t e of the 
poi nted c ri ti ci sm of he r mo re c on s e rvative Ce ci l rel a tiVe s  and elde rs . 
S he re sented thei r i n t ru si o n i nt o  he r a ffai rs . She f e l t  pe rf e c tly c a p­
able o f  handling them he r s e l f ; so  s he took  d ouble p l e a su re i n  the pub­
li c di s c omfi tu re o f  h e r uncle ' s  b o o n  c ompani o n , Si r Hugh Be e sto n .  
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But she had thought l e s s ly c l a pp e d  h e r  hand s t og e th e r  whe n  Si r Hugh 
went d own � N ow she wa s i n  pai n  and i n  the s had owed s e clu si o n  o f  th ei r 
cu rtai ned box,  F ranci s wel c ome d t h e  o ppo rtuni ty to move cl o s e , reach 
ac ro s s he r l a p  and gently pl a c e  hi s ri ght hand ove r he r i n j u red le ft . 

The wa rmth o f  hi s vi tal pre s en c e  c a st a s o o thi ng glow.  He pla c e d  
hi s l e ft a rm li ghtly a c ro s s  h e r  sho uld e rs , t ouchi n g  h e r  uppe r a rm .  T h e  
he ali ng f o rc e s fl owe d  th rough t h e  ci rcui t ;  t h e  pai n i n  the fin ge r di s ­
appe a re d  wi th ma gi c al ea s e . Li lli b e t  had un c o n s ci ou sly t e n se d  at  hi s 
fi rst move . N ow s he l e an e d  back , relaxe d ,  i n  thi s p ro t e c ti ve ci rcl e , 
he r eye s s ti ll o n  the s ta ge . 

" How di d you d o  tha t ? "  she _b re a the d , wo nd e ri ng . 

"Whe re the mi nd g o e th , the body doth follow, " he r e pli e d  g e ntly . 
" The re i s  a curren t o f  l ov e  tha t heale th .  I t  fl owe th f ro m  ri g h t  t o  
l e ft , o r  l e f t  to  ri ght . "  

He emph a si z e d the i d e a  by s que ezi ng h e r li gh tly wi th fi rst hi s 
ri ght hand and t hen hi s l e f t . 

" C onj oined thi s way the wa te rs o f  l i fe flow, a s  t h rough a pi pe  
clea red o f  all o b s t ructi on . " 

They we re cl o s e , so  cl o s e ,  and the h e ady f ra g ra nc e  o f  he r pe rfume 
cau s ed qui t e  ano th er cu rrent t o  fl ow, c au si ng a ti ngle f rom h e ad to 
f o o t . F ranci s mov e d  hi s l e f t  hand f rom Li lli b e t ' s  shoul d e r t o  h e r  
che e k , t u rn e d  the full li p s  to  hi s and ki s s e d  he r i n  a long , hung ry 
emb ra c e . 

On  s t a g e  Ki ng Ri cha rd and Ri chmond a ppea re d  at  s ta g e  ri ght , thei r 
swo rd s cla shi n g  a ma rti al symph o ny t o  the t e nd e r s c e ne i n  t h e  s had ows 
of the b al cony above . The swi ngi ng blad e s  f o rmed a hal o of si ni s t e r 
li ght a ro und the two a s  �i c ha rd slowly, but s u rely gave g round ac ro s s  
the s ta g e  • 

. When Ri chmond f o rc e d  the h a t e d  ki ng in to the shad ows o f  s ta g e  l e ft 
the re wa s ano the r roa r  f rom the tho u s and s �n the Pi t .  S ho ut s and 
chee rs came f rom the gall e ri e s .  S u re ly thi s wa s the be s t  ye t f rom the 
my s t e ri ou s  playwri ght supplyi ng the Curtain ' s  s c ri pt s . He , at  thi s 
moment wa s l o s t  t o  anothe r re ali ty!  But hi s pa rtne r s t a rt e d  up at the 
roa r and the p o undin g o f the feet o f  the enthu si a sti c vi ewe rs i n  the 
b oxe s o n  ei th e r  si d e  o f  the m .  

F ran ci s wou ld f ai n  have ta s te d  a gai n t h e  swe e t  necta r o f  he r li p s  
du ri n g  a b ri e f lull i n  t h e  fi ghti ng ,  o n  s ta g e  and o f f ,  but a bla s t  o f  
t rump e t s  sha t t e re d  that moo d  f o r good . A vi c to ry ?  F o r  t h e  hunch­
b a c k e d  u su rpe r ,  Ri cha rd ? Of for the c aus e of ri ght e ou s ne s s  and the 
end o f  tyranny? Ri c hmond a ppe a re d  i n  t ri umph and S tanl ey wa s b e si d e  
him,  b e a ri ng the c rown .  T h e  packed Curtai n ro a re d  a gai n .  Ri chmond , 
s t a ge cente r ,  f a c e d  the a udi e n c e . 

" God and yo u r  a rms be p rai a e d , vi cto ri ou s  f ri e nd s ;  
The  d ay i s  ou rs , T h e  bl o ody d o g  i s  d e ad . "  

- 36 -

• 



... 

S tanley , wi th a swe e pi n g  ge s tu re , p ro f f e r s  him t h e  c ro�� .  

" C o u ra ge o u s  Ri chmond , well ha s t  thou a c qui t t h e e ! 
Lo , he re , thi s l o n g  u su rpe d royal ty 
F rom the d ead t empl e s  of thi s bl o o dy wre tch 
Have I plu c ke d  o f f , to g ra c e  thy b rows wi t hal : 
We a r  i t ,  e n j oy i t ,  make much o f  i t . "  

Wi t h  royal g ra c e  di d n o b l e  Ri chmond a c c e pt i t .  He pla c e d  the ci r­
c l e t  of g old and j ewel s c a re fully upon hi s b row . 

" G re a t  C·o d o f  Heave n ,  s ay ame n  t o  all . "  He l o oked u pwa rd p raye r­
fully a s  he s po k e . T h e re wa s anothe r ro und o f  a pplaus e f ro m  the P i t  and 
the gal l e ri e s .  He tu rn e d  to S tanley . 

" But tell me , i s  young Ge o rge S tanley li vi n g ? "  

" He i s ,  my l o rd ,  and s a fe i n  Lei c e st e r town ,  
Whi the r i t  plea s e  you , we may now wi thd raY u s . " 

He bowed low be f o re England ' s  n e wly c rowne d kin g .  

"What men o f  name a re slain o n  ei the r si d e ? "  

"J ob� , D uke o f  N o rfolk , Wal t e r Lo rd F e rre rs , 
Si r J ohn B rakenbu ry and Si r Wi l li am B rand o n . " 

" Inte r th ei r b o di e s  a s  b e c ome s thei r bi rth s ; 
P ro claim a pa rd o n  t o  the s o l di e rs fled 
That i n  s ubmi s si on wi ll ret u rn to u s ; 
A nd t hen , a s  we have t aken the s a c rament ,  
\ve wi ll uni t e  the whi t e  ro s e  a nd the r e d : " 

S tanley turned b a c k  t o  the a s s emble d  s t a ge t ro o p s  b ehind them a s  
t h e  audi e n c e  che e red thi s las t  s t a t ement . Ri chmon d  tu rne d full t o  the 
f ro n t  a gai n and moved wi th s t a t e ly s t e p s t o  the  e d ge o f  the pla tfo rm .  
No wo rd o f  thi s fi nale shoul d  be l o s t o n  th e multitud e . T h e  s unli ght 
gle ame d on the hu sh o f  thei r u ptu rn e d  fa c e s .  

"Smi l e  heav e n  upon thi s f ai r c o n j uncti on , 
Tha t hath l on g  f ro wne d o n  the i r enmi ty !  
Wha t t rai to r hea rs me , an d says n o t  Ame n ? "  

Many a f e rve nt ame n ro s e  f rom t h e  Pi t i n  r e s pon s e . T he s e  Engl i sh­
men a s s embled we re thi nki n g , not  o f  Ri c ha rd I I I ' s  time , but o f  t o day ! 

• T o d ay ' s  England had a ruthle s s , hun chback c ri pple clawin g  e ve r mo re 
powe r and wea l th unt o  hims e l f ,  th e S e c re ta ry o f  S t a t e , Si r Rob e rt C e ci l . 
The c a ri ca tu re wa s d rawn s o  t rue t o  li f e  who could mi s s  i t ?  ' Twa s rum­
o red Robe rt wa s i n  the pay o f  Ca tholi c S pai n !  

" E ngl and hath l on g  b e en mad , and s c a r re d  he rself ; 
The b ro the r bli ndly sh ed the b ro the r ' s  bl o od . 
The f a the r ra s hly s laught e re d  hi s own so n ,  
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The s o n , c ompe l l e d , b e en butche r t o  t h e  si re , 
A ll thi s divi d ed Y o rk and Lanca s t e r ,  
Divi ded i n  thei r d i re divi si on , - -
Oh , now l e t  Ri chmo nd and Eli z abeth , 
The t rue s u� c e e d e rs o f  e a ch royal h o u s e , 
By God ' s  fai r o rdi nanc e  j oi n  to ge the r . " 

A gai n Ri chmond wa s int e rrup te d , t hi s time by ch e e rs and shout s o f  
"God save · t h e  Que e n % "  

"And l e t  thei r hei r s , -- God i f  thy vi 1 1  b e  s o  - ­

En ri
. ch the time t o  c ome wi th amo o th f a c e d  pe a c e  

Wi th · smi li n g  pl enty , and fai r p rs o pe ro us  d ay s ! 
Abate the e d g e  o f  t rai t o rs , g raci o u s  Lo rd ,  
That wo uld re duc e t he s e  bl o ody d ay s  a gai n ,  
A nd mak e  po o r  En gland we e p  i n  s t re ams o f  bl o od ! "  

A nd agai n he wa s i nt e rrupted f rom t he Pi t .  The G ro undli ng s by and 
la rge had emb ra c e d  the S ta te reli gi on . Ri c hmond ' s  wo rd s we re t o o  t rue , 
wi th S pai n th re a t e ni n g  wa r at ev e ry moment and thou sand s o f  Ca th oli c s  
s ti ll i n  the land , and J e sui t s  s e a rchi ng and probi ng fo r eve ry weak 
s po t  i n  the gove rnment , sowi n g  di s s en si on ,  di s c o rd ,  hat red and c o rrup­
ti o n  whe re ve r po s si ble . 

" Le t  them not li ve to  t a s t e  thi s l and ' s  i nc re a s e  
Tha t would wi th t re a s on \rtound t hi s land ' s  pea c e . "  ' 

T hi s telli n g  t h ru s t  b ro ught a rou si ng c he e r . The  nobl e s and the 
land e d  gent ry ha d f o rc e d  thous and s o f  s tu rdy ye omen off the l and wi th 
thei r pa s si o n  f o r Enclo su re s ,  to  make d e e r pa rk s  and s he e p  run s . Hi s 
e a ge r li s tene rs qu� e t  agai n ,  the a c to r d eliv e re d  the la s t  li ne s :  

"N ow ci vi l  wound s a re s t o pped , pea c e  l i ve s a gai n ; 
That she may l o n g  li ve h e re ,  God s ay amen ! "  

A n  ova ti o n  o f  a ppl au s e , che e rs ,  hu rra h s  and many a f e rvent amen 
c l o s e d t hi s l a s t  pe rf o rman c e  of Ri cha rd I I I , wi th Hen ry B u rb a ge playi n g  
the le ading ro l e . He  re tu rned o n  s ta g e  t o  s tand wi th Ri chmond , S tanley · 
and the o the rs to  b ow d e e ply a gai n and a ga i n  t o  round afte r round o f  a p-
plau s e  f rom the rap i d ly thi nni n g  audi ence . A s  a lway s fo r many , the re • 

wa s a ru s h  f o r the exi t s  and the tave rn s a l o ng Holy Well Lane and S ho re ­
di tch . 

· The love rs i n  b ox thi rt e en had to  move to o ,  tho ugh they we re �eluc ­
t a n t  td  d o  s o . B e fo re o penin g t h e  d o o r to  t h e  b o x  F ra nci s bol dly to o k  
Li lli bet i n  hi s a rm s  again . • 

" i{nowe s t thou how p re ci ou s thi s day hath b e e n ? "  

R e s pondi ng t o  t h e  d e li c i o u s  length of  him, s h e  i mpul sively t h rew 
he r a rms about hi s ne ck and ki s s e d  him .  

11 The s e  ho u r s  I ' ll t re a su re , "  s h e  b reathed s o ftly agai n s t  hi s che e k . 
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S he plac e d  he r hand s on  hi s sh oulde rs and pu s he d  back sli gh tly f rom 
hi s emb ra c e . " La s t  ni ght ' s  hu rt i s  cle �n fo rgo t ! "  

H e  ki s s ed  he r i n  re s po n s e  t o  the wa rmth o f  he r g ra ti tu d e . T h ey 
s t o o d  the re ,  l o ck ed t o g e the r ,  savo ri n g  e ach t e nd e r  moment t o  the full 
befo re the wo rld mu s t  b e  f a c e d  a gai n . N o t  that th ei r pa rti ng would b e  
f o r long ; the r� wa s t h e  ca rri a ge ri d e  home and the gathe ri ng a t  Ha t t o n  
P l a c e  t h a t  eveni ng . 

F ranci s o p ened the d o o r  a nd p e e re d  ou t i nt o  the p re s s  o f  people 
i n  th e pa s sa geway b e hi nd the b oxe s .  S ome knew him and nodd e d . B e e s ­
t o n  wa s nowhe re i n  si ght ; pe rha p s  h e  had gone o ut by anothe r way . N ot 
that the two expe c t e d  the i r  p re sence  a t  the Cu rtai n wou 1d g o  enti rely 
unno ti c ed . Robe rt C e ci l  had many , many in fo rme rs .  S omehow, they 
h o ped t hi s blo s s omi n g  o f  roman c e  i nt o  the full e r  flowe r of pa s si on 
wo uld remai n s e c re t , bu t i t  neve r  d oe s .  They i nche d thei r way al o n g  
t h e  c rowd e d  c o rri d o r  and . mo ved out si d e  wi th t he th ro ng ,  h e adi n g  t owa rd 
the c a rri a g e  yard . Even a s  F ranci s c aught J one s '  eye a nd turne d t o  
hi s ele gant I tali an s tyle b rough am 

"A h ,  the te you a re ,  m ' lady ! " 

I t  wa s B e e s t on hu rryi n g  up to them, but F ranci s di dn ' t  s t o p ,  fo r­
cin g  Si r Hugh t o  t a g  along , now be si d e  them, now behind a s  they th read­
e d  thei r way t h ro u gh the c ru sh o f  pe o p l e  and vehi cl e s .  

" G o o d  day t o  you ,  Si r Hu gh , " a ck nowle d ge d  F ranci s .  Lady Ha tt on 
o nly n o d d e d  t o  hi m • . 

"Di d s t  thou know thy uncle and thy fathe r ha th h ad m e  s e a rchi ng 
f o r  you all thi s d ay ? "  S i r Hugh wa s i rrfta ted . 

" N o , I di d n o t . 'vhy s hould they c onc e rn thems elve s  o f  my whe re ­
abou t s  thi§ d ay . S end t o  Si r R o b e rt that I am wel l  and that I wi tne s­
s e d  a su pe rb pe rfo rmanc e o f  Ri cha rd I I I  in  the c ompany o f  M r. F ranci s 
B a c on , " s he re pli e d  fi rmly and wit h  a t ri umphant smi l e . T hey we re at  
t he c a rri a ge and J on e s held th e d o o r f o r h e r .  "Y ou can t e l l  Si r R o b ­
e rt tha t  I a m  mo s t  g rat e ful f o r· hi s c on ce rn and l o o k  f o r  hi s augu s t  
p re s e n c e  a t  Ha tton Pla c e  thi s eve n , thank yo u . "  

S h e  fla sh e d  a b ri lli ant smi l e  of wa rm a p p roval a t  F ranc, is a s  he 
a s si s t e d  he r i n . 

" Hat ton Pla c e , " he s ai d  qui e tly and fi rmly to J one s and e nt er e d  
t h e  b ro u gham hi mself , wi th only a b ri e f  n o d  t o  Si r Hugh . 

The di s c omfi t te d  kni ght c ould only turn away to avoi d the du s t  
ki cked u p  by B a c on ' s  magni fi c ent t e am o f  fawn - ti pped g rays and find 
hi s way t o  nea rby N ew Inn tave rn .  Thi s gave him a view o f  the ent ran­
c e s  to the Curtai n ,  whi l e  he slaked hi s t hi rs t . 

I n si d e , a t  the o ffi c e ,  B a c o n Y s  man ,  Ha rry P e rcy , wa s al re ady 
s e ated o ppo s i t e  H e n ry Cnnd e ll , the g roa t s , penc e and shilli ng s of  the 
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day's take piled high on the desk between them. It was all business. 
The coins were counted and stacked, counted again, then divided equally 
into three piles. Percy carefully slid the playwri�e's third into a 
capacious purse and tied it securely to the sword-belt at his waist. 

Harry signed a receipt for Francis' share, expressed his concern 
over the illness and absence of Will Shake-speare. As he walked out, 
the cleaners were busy making their scrubdown but the Curtain was othe•­
wise momentarily quiet. It would be busy enough again in the evening 
with final preparations for the opening of Richard II on the morrow. 
He slipped quietly out into the afternoon, the late sun guilding all 
with bright gold. In the nearby yard· a waiting groom came up with his 
horse. His tip received a hearty "thank'ee" in reply and he headed 
his mount along Holy \vell Lane toward the welter of t�affic on the 
Shoreditch road to the City. 

All England moving no�th or.south used London Bridge, it seemed. 
Day and night, through Shoreditch moved an endless stream of carts, 
wagons, horses, people mounted, people on foot, sheep, cattle, pigs, 
and of course there were the heavy, sumptuous carriages of the Quality. 
It was a stinking, sweating, dusty thoroughfare that early summer eve­
ning, alive with the thrust and drive of Elizabeth's England. 

There were open fields in Shoreditch, north of London, when Bur­
bage's father built London's first theater, The Theatre, in 1576; but 
now, in 1597, Shoredi tch was a crowded suburb of the bursting city. · 

Several years earlier he had had to build a second theater, !he Cur-' 
tain, to take care of increased business. Then of course there were 
the Rose and the Swan across the Thames, bankside, playing to thousands 
daily, and the Globe was a-building. None of these theaters were in 
London proper, the old city within the Roman walls, and the loss of 
business had the Lord Uayor appealing to the Queen's Privy Council fo-r 
help. But Queen Elizabeth was an enthusiastic playgoer herself. Be­
sides, where would the various companies of players essay new scripts, 

.. ·trying for that prize plum, command performances for the Queen and the 
Court during the Christmas holidays? 

\vi th the playwri te' s share of the profits from the last performance 
of his latest masterpiece safely in hand, Harry Percy allowed the stream 
of traffic to carry him steadily along toward the river and Bishop's 
Gate, through that and on around to Grace Church street and Cheapside. 

He stopped at St. Paul's, to settle the dust of the road with ale 
in the handiest tavern, and to read the Playbills. He was curious to 
see what was playing at the Swan, Langley's big new theater in South­
wark, finished just this year across the river. There was a new com­
pany there sponsored by the Earl of Pembroke, Pembroke's company, and 
the current offering was "The Isle of Dogs" by Tom Nashe and Ben Jonson. 
This company promised a new play every dayJ That would take some doing. 
Shagsbu·r:re_, Burbage and company were glad to let a popular play run two 
weeks, even a month if it drew well, and Richard II promised that. 

Paul's was the news center of London, or gossip center. Percy 
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cha t t e d  and li s t e n e d  l o n g  enough t o  l e a rn that wo rd o f  Ri cha rd I II had 
s p read wi d e ly i nd e e d  a nd that many saw i n  t he c ri ppl e d , hunch-ba cke d 
mona rch a c� ri c a tu re o f  the ha ted C e ci l . The re wa s a n o th e r sub j e c t  o f  

· di s cu s si on that came u p  f re qu ently at  Paul ' s ,  tha p ri ce · o f  g rai n f M o n­
ey wa s s ca rc e . Lond o n  wa s c rowd e d  wi th unempl oye d ye omen f o r c e d  o f f  
thei r land b y  Encl o su re s ,  and the gove rnment wa s all owi ng me rahant s t o  
i mp o rt " c o rn" a s  i t  wa s c al le d , f rom a c ro s s the Channe l , b e cau s e  Engli sh 
g rain s we re out of re a c h  in p ri c e and s c a rc e  t o  b o o t . 

S o , heavy wl t h  mo ney and news , P e rcy rod e  o n  ou t t h rough Lud gate , 
alon g F l e e t  S t re e t ,  pa s t  the D e vi l ' s  Tave rn -- whe re l au gh te r  and s ong , 
the smell o f  al e and roa s t b e e f  s o re ly t empt e d  him t o  s top a gai n - -
a n d  o n · up  Chanc e ry Lane . 

Hi s goal ? G ray ' s I nn a nd a s e t  o f  ro oms s ti ll hon o re d  t o d ay by 
the p re s en c e  of the M a s t e r Lawye r who li ve d a nd wo rke d  t he re whe n  he 
wa s in t own , F ran ci s B a c o n . 

P e rcy kno cked  but awai t e d  no  i nvi t a ti o n  t o  e n t e r ,  a s  o n e  l ong a c ­
c u s t omed t o  t he run o f  t h e  plac e , a t ru st e d  c om pani o n  o f  the 36.�'""ye a r  
old l awye r-playwri t e . The qua rte rs e a rri ed a n  ai r o f  di s o rd e re d  e l e ­
gance , a s  sui t ed t h e  ta s t e  o f  thei r b ri lli-ant t enant . F ranci s had p re ­
c e d e d  him h ome and a t  the mome nt wa s di c tati ng t o  o ne o f  hi s s e c re ta ry s ,  
Thoma s Bu rt o n .  I t  s e emed tha t the re we re alway s o n e  o r  two a bout and 
all we re t rai ne d i n  th e sy s tem of  mod e rn s ho rthand c re a t e d  by B a c on 
hi ms e l f . The A rt o f  B ra c hyg ra phy he calle d  i t, a nd ha d i t  publi s he d 
und e r  t h e  name o f  hi s g o od  f ri end , D r. B ri gh t . 

He b ro k e  o f f  hi s di ctati o n  t o  wa t ch P e rcy empty the pur s e  i nto an 
, unl o c k e d  che s t  a t  one si d e  of the room . The me t al made a ple a s ant 

clin k ,  clink as i t  f e ll on the s ub s tanti al quan ti ty al ready ther e . A t  
F ranci s '  qui z z i cal l o ok he made reply . 

"El b ow t o  elbow i n  the Pi t ,  m ' Lo rd ,  a nd a ll Londo n in th e galle r­
i e s , on the las t d ay a s  well a s  t he fi rst . ' Ti s  a pi ty we must gi ve 
up Ri cha rd I I I  fo r Ri cha rd I I . That Burba ge i s  a ra re one ! I f  Ce ci l  
di dn ' t  s e e  himse l f  i n  that hunchb a c k e d  s c a re c row • • •  " 

11Y e s 1 Ri c ha rd I I I  s c o re d  a hi t ,  P e rcy ,  and Lon d o n  hath s e e n  c ou ­
si n Robe rt fo r t h e  sc ound rel he i s .  H ow much hath R ob e rt s e e n ?  A 
s c o re o f  pe rf o rman c e s and no si gn , no wo rd , no s t rike f rom G re enwi ch . "  

B a c o n  s a t  back rel axed i n  an e a sy chai r ,  o n e  s li g htly gouty f o o t  
wi th t h e  s h o e  o f f  on  t h e  ha s s o ck b e fo re him , hi s ri ght elbow on t he 
a rm o f  the chai r ,  c he ek and chi n  cuppe d  me di ta tiv e ly i n  hi s hand . 

"\ihat C e ci l  hath n o t  s e e n  h e  h a th h e a rd ,  f rom B e e s to n , "  s aid Pe r­
cy,  hi s f a c e  b reaking i nt o  a smi l e  a s  he remembe re d  the on- s ta g e  e pi ­
s o d e  tha t a f t e �noo n o  

F ranci s laugh e d  and c l a pped hi s thi gh s  i n  gl e e . 

"Wha t cau se th all thi s me rriment ? "  a sk e d  B u rton . 
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P e rcy then told i n  g re a t  d e t ai l  t h e  di s c omfi ture o f  C e ci l ' s  spy �  
u p s e t  and d umpe d o n  the s t a ge by Bu rbage . I t  would have b e e n  funny any­
how , but that i t  happ e ned to a d e spi s e d  and i nti ma te memb e r o f  the · hate d  
S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta t e ' s  en tou ra ge made i t  doubly e nj oyabl e and they roa red 
wi th l augh t e r .  Pe rcy wa s so  weak tha t ,  wi th t h e  abando n o f  l o n g  famil­
i a ri ty ,  he flo p p e d . hi mself i nto the h andi e s t chai r a nd s p rawl e d  hi s l e g s  
out a c ro s s the rug .  

B u rt on had put hi s n o t e bo o k  and qui ll a si d e  but a s  h e  pi ck e d them 
up a gai n and glanc e d  a t  Ba c on , h e  s aw the l a t t e r l o o ki n g  exp ec tantly at 
the d o o r .  '"a s i t  p re se ntiment t ha t  a famili a r  f o rm wou l d  s o o n  b e  stand­
in g the re ? Or  had h e  he a rd the  noi s e  o f  a s t e p  f rom out si d e ?  I t  wa s 
hi s bro the r ,  A nthony B a co n ,  d e ck e d  out f

.o r  an eveni n g  o n  the t own . Then 
F r�nci s turn e d  to B u rton a nd n o d d e d  hi s di smi s s al .  

" Te l l  J o ne s I ' ll b e  d re s si ng s ho rtly . "  

Put ti ng not e b o o k  and qui l l  a si d e a gain , s omewha t re si gnedl y ,  B u r­
t o n  s to o d  and l e ft t he ro om . O n  th e way out , howe v e r, he s to ppe d  by 
the che s t  and helped him s e l f  t o  a hand ful of c o i n s ,  t hi s to the vi si b l e  
annoyance o f  A nthony , who s a i d  n o t hin g a bout i t . Hi s b ro t he r ' s  c a re ­
l e s s ne s s  whe re money wa s c onc e rned wa s o f  such l o ng stand i n g  h e 'd gi ven 
u p  t ryi ng to re fo rm him . 

B ro the r? N o t  o f  the f le s h ,  the se two , but o f  the S pi ri t . The re · 

wa s no fai nt e s t  re semblance b e twe e n  them , exce pt pe rhap s  i n  the d a rk 
hai r. They s p rang f ro m  di ffe rent l oin s ; but g o al s and i d e a l s we re th e 
s ame ; thu s  c ommon i n s t e re st s  and mutual a dmi rati o n  held th e m  t o g e th e r  
wi th a n  unb reakabl e , l ovi ng b ond endu ri ng th roughout thei r live s . 

" The F rench di s e a s e  hath g o t t e n  t he b e t t e r of  S ha A sbur re , "  sai d 
F ranci s to  A nthony , " he ri d up t o  S t ra t f o rd ye s t e rd ay f o r  t h e  ca re o f  
hi s wi f e and d au gh t e r -- s ca rcely c a pable o f  holdi n g  hi s he ad u p . "  

"And Ri cha rd II , 11 que ri ed A nthony . " I s  i t  to  b e  playe d ? "  

" Thi s mo rning ' s  reh e a rs al went a s  well a s  can b e  exp e c t e d  und e r  
H emi nge ' s  d i re cti o n , " repli e d  F ran ci s .  " The d ep o si ti o n  s cene i s  i n . "  

A nthony wa s on hi s way t o  the si d ebo a rd ·f o r wine . H e  pau s e d  at  
thi s ra re nelfS a nd l o oked f ro m  F ra nci s to P e rcy . 

"Aye , ' ti s  t rue , "  e xult e d  Ha rry P e rcy . "Tilney ' s  name i s  at. t he 
bo ttom o 9  ou r s c ri pt � bi g a s  li f e ! "  

" By all the Sai n t s  and Thoma s , " A nthony swo re s o ftly , " thi s i s  ra re 
i nd e e d . "  He conti nued on  to the si d e b o a rd a nd s e t  up th re e  gla s s e s .  
" T he M a s t e r o '  t he Revel s ha th furthe re d  ou r cau s e . We ' ll d rink to  
tha t ,  Ha rry, take o ne and gi Ye o ne to ou r Ma s t e r  o '  M e t re . "  

F ranci s favo re d  t h a t  t e nd e r  f o o t  eYe r s o  sli gh tly a s  he s t o o d  o n  
i t ,  b u t  he moved re adi ly to t h e  c e nt e r  o f  t h e  ro om wi t h  the o the r two 
and they c li nk e d  gla s s e s . 
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" To the bla s t e d  d rama ! "  s ai d  Anthony .  "May i t  b e  the e nd o f  ty r­
anny and the b e gi nni n g  o f  l i b e rty ! "  

The two e ch o e d  i t  a ft e r him and they d ovne d the wi n e . A nthony 
went back to the si d e bo a rd f o r mo re 1 but F ra nci s and Ha rry had ha d 
enough . H eavy d ri nki ng o f  t he new wi ne s  wa s fa shi onable now -- a goo d 
excu s e  fo r di s sLpati o n  a nd A nthony had p robably al ready had enough b e ­
f o re a r ri vin g .  H e  rumi nat e d  that a t  Wal si n gham Hous e o n e  di d n ' t  even 
h ave to  g o  t o  the si d e b oa rd f o r  wi n e , the se rvant s kept one ' s  gla s s  fi l ­
l e d ! lvhat a ho s t e s s  wa s Lady E � sex,  and wha t a beauty , the wi d ow o f  
Si r Phi lli p S yd n ey . A nthony ge stu red wi t h  hi s re fi l l e d  wi ne gl a s s . 

"Suppo s e  c o u s i n  R ob e rt take s thi s tale  o f  hi s Ri c ha rd l i i  c a ri c a­
ture t o  h e r M a j e s ty? " 

"We have only po rt rayed Ri c h a rd a s  t old i n  the C h ro ni cl e $ , "  F ranci s 
s h ru g ge d  hi s should e rs phi l o s o phi cally , " i f  C e ci l  s e e s hi mself i n  t he 
hunchback e d 1 unfo rtunate Ri cha rd • • •  " 

" Ce ci l  ha d an audi e n c e  wi th he r G ra c e  thi s mo rni ng .  I l ea rned i t  
f rom S ou thamp t on , " o b s e rved A nt hony . 

"Aye ? "  re s ponti ed F ranci s .  

Th e th re e  exc hanged l o o k s , p re gnant wi t h  co nc e rn ove r t h e  pe ri l ou s  
c ou rs e  t h e  Plays we re t aking t h em .  A nthony b roke the si l e n c e . 

" Rememb e r ,  the r e * s  an e ve ni n g  a t  Lady Ha tto n ' s .  Le t ' s  b e  o ff .  I 
f e e l  lucky t o ni ght and the ca rd s  may run my way . " 

F ranci s excu s e d  hi ms elf t o  go d re s s  and A nthony u rg e d  mo re win e  o n  
Ha rry P e rcy a s  the two s a t  t o  talk i n  t h e  bo o k-li n e d  room.  

Thei r f o rme r go od pat ro n ,  the Ea rl o f  E s s e x ,  had la t ely set  t h e  
pac e  f o r  t h e  n ew qi s si pa ti o n .  Th e head s t rong E a rl ,  bullhe ad e d  a s  hi s 
re al mo the r,  the Que en , wa s n o  l o ng e r coun se l li n g  wi th the B a c o n  b ro ­
thers a s  he ha d f o r  ye a rs pa s t . He  ha d new advi s e rs who played t o  hi s 
pa s sio n s  ra the r than hi s i d e al s ,  who e n c o u ra ged hi s vi c e s f o r t hei r o wn 
g ai n .  T o o  many o f  them we re C a th oli c f o r  the B a c on s ' t a s t e , Si r Cha rl e s  
D anve rs and Si r Wi lliam Howa rd , f o r  i n s tanc e . F ranci s Bacon an d R o b e rt 
D e ve �eaux , the Ea rl o f  E s s ex ,  had qua rre l e d  e a rli e r  tha t  summe r ove r 
thi s ve ry i s sue , be f o re E s s e x  rod e  d own t o  Plymouth i n  j une . H e  wa s t o  
head the new exp e di ti on a gai n st C a tholi c S pa i n ' and the F l e e t  had t o  b e  
outfi t t e d .  F !anci s wa s n ow l o o�i �g f o r a new, p owe rful pa t ro n  a t  c ourt . 

"A b ,  well . • • " Anthony heaved a d e e p  si gh a nd d rank d e e ply of  
hi s wi ne , a s  F ranci s came back i nt o  t he s tudy . "Aye , ' ti s  a fi ne fi gure 
ye ' ll cut toni ght , F ranci s . "  He s u rveyed hi s b ro th e r ' s a p pa rel wi th 
a pp ro vi ng and c ri ti cal eye . 

T h e  buckl e s  o n  hi s sli ppe rs gli t t e re d  wi th j ewel s .  Hi s ne th e r  
ho s e  we re whi t e  si lk i nt e rl a c ed wi th the fine s t  o f  ne edl ewo rk o f  g old 
and blue t h read . The s a t i n  bows at the kne e s  we re b ri ght o range- gold . 
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F ranci s '  t runk ho s e  we re si lk al s o  but a cont ra s t  o f  d e ep blue a nd f re e  
o f  any o rnament . Hi s d o ubl et was a l l  s a ti n ,  o f  ve rti cal panel s c o n­
t ra stin g  i n  s c a rl e t  and b ri gh t  ye l l o w ;  h owev e r ,  i t  wa s o nly mo d e rately 
pad d ed out . T o ny ' s d oubl e t  wa s s o  h eavi ly padd ed i t  wa s awkwa rd t o  si t 
d own ,  s o  he remai n e d  o tandi n g  whe re po s si bl e l N o r  wa s F ranci s '  ruf f  
e labo ra te a s  i t  mi ght have b e en fo r that summe r s e a so n  o f  1 5 9 7 . I t  wa s 
b ri lli ant whi t e  and_ pe rfe c t ly s t a �hed ; J one s wa s top s a t  t ha t ;  but i t  
wa s n o t  · s o  wi d e · a s  to make e ati ng and d ri nki n g  a b o the r. F o r  hi s cl oak 
that �veni n g  F ranci�· B a c o n  cho s e  hi s favo ri te c o l o r ,  a vel ve t  c re ation 
of  d e e p  vi olet . S ome mi ght have c alled i t  royal purple a nd royal he 
wa s by �i rth . The li ni n g  o f  the cl o ak wa s b ri lli a nt , flame � o range 
whi ch f l a shed with s t a rtli ng sudde nne s s  on the b e hold e r  a s  F ranei s 
rai s e d  hi s a rm o r  the wi nd f li c ke d  i t  sudd e nly � pe n .  I t  wa s a showy 
pai r o f  b ro the r s  i nd e e d  who wen t  a - c ou rti ng tha t  f ra g �a nt j uly nig ht . 
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THE NATURAL SONS OF QUEEN ELIZABETH BY HER .MORGANATIC M ARRIAG E WITH 
THE EARL OF LEICESTER 

FRANCIS BACON THE EARL OF ESSEX 

From The Tragedy of Francis Bacon, Harold Bayley. 

These are the portraits of two brothers, sons of "the Virgin Queen". They were the last of the Tudors. They 
are known to the world as Francis Bacon and the Earl of Essex. The likeness between them is remarkable and is 
plain for all to see when one's attention is directed to it. If they are compared with Leicester and the Queen there 
can be no doubt of their parentage. 

S I R  EDWA R D  CO KE ROBERT CECIL, EARL O F  SALISBURY 

From the portrait at \X'oburn Abbey 
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.QHA PTER 

A n  Eveni n g  A t  Hatt o n  H ou s e  

O ut si d e , F ranci s pau s e d  t o  s avo r the ca rre s si n g  summe r ai r o f  the · 
evenin g  but T o ny move d re s olutely t o  hi s c a rri a g e . He wa s court­
i n g  Lady Luc� tha t  ni ght and e a g e r fo r the t able s .  

" To Hatto n Hou se , "  he o rd e re d  the co a chman . 

I t  was o nly a s qua re o r  t wo away . Lady H atton ' s  sumptuous re si ­
d e n c e  had o n e e  b e l on ge d  to  the Bi s ho p s o f  Ely . I n  e a rl i e r yea rs Eli z a­
beth had taken th e p a l a c e  away f rom the Bi sho p s  and give n  i t  t o  he r fav­
o ri te b e d - c ompani o n  o f  the ti me , Ch ri s t opher Hat t o n .  A fte r all , she 
mad e  Ch ri s tophe r Lo rd C hance ll o r  of E ngland f o r hi s s e �vi ce s ; so he 
needed a man si o n  sui tabl e  to hi s s t a ti on a s  the t o p  1 awye r of the l and . 
But the old s h rew l o a d e d  it  , d own vi th a mo rt ga ge o f  4 2 , 000 p ound s , 
sti ll he r whe n  Hatton di e d  i n  1 5 91 .  S a ti a t e d  wi t h  him ,  the Quee n  
had b roken hi s  hea rt by t u rni ng t o  g re e ne r pa s tu re s . 

Hatto n had neve r ma r ri e d ; s o  a t  hi s pa s s� n g  the palao e  wi th i t s 
seventy-two f o o t  banqu e ti n g  hall , i t s  e xqui si t e  chape� o f  d e li c a t e  
s t on e  wo �k ,  a l l  vent t o  H a t t o n ' s  ne phew, S i r Wi lliam N ewp o rt .  He chan­
ged hi s n ame to  H a t t o n  and mo ved in wi th b eauti ful youn g  wi fe ,  Eli z a­
b e th . When he di e d  i n  Ma rch 1 5 9 7 s he b e c ame o n e  o f  the be s t  c a tche s 
i n  Lond o n ; f o r i n  addi ti o n  to  the Bi shop s '  famou s pala c e  i n  Lond o n ,  Si r · 
Wi lli am had left he r C o rf e  C a s t l e  o n  the I sle o f  Pu rbe c k  a nd the ma gni ­
fi c ent pla c e  o f  Held enby i n  N o rthamp t o n s hi re . Y e s ,  Lady E li z abeth Hat­
ton wa s an a tt ra c tive catch i n  many way s  to t he l a ndl e s s  young n o bl e s  
o f  Londo n ,  and t o  ambi ti o us y o u�g l awye rs , t oo l  

F ranci s and A nthony we re n o  s t rang e rs t o  Hat t o n  Hou s e  with i t s  
ma gni fi c ent ga rden s ,  o rcha rd s , paved c o u rt s  and s p l en di d gateways . T h e  
culture d  Bi sho p s  o f  E l y  had �ui l t  wi th a style whi ch sui t e d  F ranci s ' 
e l e gant � a s t e s pe rf e ctly . F u r the rmo re , i t  wa s c ent rally l oc a t e d  c l o s e 
to hi s �avo ri t e  p a rt o f  Lond o n , G ray ' s  I nn ,  the I nn s  o f  C ou rt and C ourt 
i t s e l f  whe n  the Que e n  wa s a t Whi t e hall . 

I n  the ca rri a ge , F ran ci s gave A nthony s ome o f  the d e t ai l s  of t h e  
ni ght b e fo re a s  he k n e w  the m :  the Que e n ' s  attem pt ed sedueti on o f  Lady 
Hatto n ,  the b ro k en fi nge r ,  the fli ght f rom G re e nwi c h  to S t .  B a rtho l o ­
mew· • s H o s pi tal , a nd t h e  d ay sp ent wi th him a t  t h e  Curtai n .  

"All go e th well wi th the e i n  the mat t e r  o f  the he a rt , "  obse rv e d  
A nthony sagely . 

" Ha s t  thou no sympa thy fo r h e r Ladyshi p ? "  a sk e d  F ra n ci s 
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"Aye , th a t  I hav � , " repli e d  A nthony, " but g re at h e a rt d o th wi n  
fai r lady and you' hav e re s cue d a dam se l  i n  di et re � s ,  und e r t he mo s t  i n­
timate ci rcumstanc e s !  P re s s  you r a dvanta ge to the f ul l , F ranci s ,  me ­
t hi nk s th o u  a rt f a r , fa r i n  t he l e ad fo r the hand o f  fai r Li lli b e t . "  

"A nd I wi n ,  we l'Til l  have ma d e an alli anc e  '\li th th e  C e ci l s , "  F ra·n­
ci s l o ok e d  glumly ou t o f  t he wi nd ow o f  the ca ri a ge .  

"l�i th am ple mea n s  t o  co n s o l e  y o u r  c o n s ci enc e , "  A nthony wa s mildly 
cyni cal .  "F u rthe rmo re , t he Lady Hatton mu s t  b e  ra the r mo re sympathe­
ti c t o  �YE cau s e , now tha t  h e r Ma j e s ty ha th ali en a t e d  he r l oyalty t o  
ro ya l ty . How di d s he re act t o  t h e  rehea rsal o f  t h e  d ep o si ti o n s c ene 
in Ri cin rd I I  thi s mo rni ng ?" 

r "S he wa s s h o cke d a t  the su g ge s ti on o f  t re a so n. i n  i t ,  o f  c ou rs e ; 
but she exul t e d  i n  the j us ti c e  o f  B olingb rok e ' s  c au s e  -- aud ou rs . S he 
b e  one o f  u s . u  

''A s fo r the al li an c e  wi th the C e ci l s , " A nthony c ontinue d , " ha s t , 
f o rg o.tten the Ea rl ' s  di nne r wi th R ob e rt and Ral ei gh i n  A pri l ?" 

F ranci:s  s hook hi s h ead . H e  ha dn ' t  f o rgot t en i t  an d consid e ri n g  
hi s own re c en t  c ou r s � , a le tte r t o  Lo rd Burl e i gh ,  Ce ci l ' s  f athe r ,  s e ek­
i ng favo r f rom that powe rful man ; and noll hi s ·own love  iffai r wi th 
C e ci l ' s  ni e c e  - -

ttMy b ro th e r  wa s fi r s t  to blu r the  li ne twi xt o u r  c au s e  and t hei rs , " 
F ranci s a gre e d  s obe rly . Yri-fe hath mad e i t  e xpedi ent f o r  me t o  d o  li k e ­
wi s e � , T h e  E a rl h a th . s e t a c o ur s e  af oul with s to rms and ro ck7 �e e f s • 

. N o  haJ"bo r d o  � s e e  t he re . "  

"Mayhap , n  re pli e d  � nthony ,  "hut h e · ati ll h a th the Que e n ' s ,.. a f fe c­
ti on , and he be vi c t o ri ou s  at C o runa and retu rn l a d e n  wit h  S pani s h  
gold ? "  

nAye • . A l l  gl o ry . t o  th e mag ni fi c ent E s s eJ-: , "  s ai d  F ranei s wi t h  a 
t ouch · O·f s a rca sm .  .nMcanwhi l e  t h e  ra t s  gnaw away a t  o1rr vi t al s  i n  Lon­
don whi l s t we s t ri k e  at them wi t h  a pape r swo rd Z "  

They we re a � _ Hat t on Hous e by t hi s .  

" Th e  beaut e ou s  Lady o f f e rs a bewi t ching c ombi nat i o n  o f  ci rcumstan­
c e s  i n<\ e e d , "  s ai d  A nthony wi th a qui z zi cal $mi l e .  

trA ye , ye have spo ken uel l , n  re pli e d  F ranci s ,  ducki n g  out a s  the 
f o o tme�n held the d o o r .  "Who kno"�WtS  i n  lfha t di re c ti o n  t he y  mi ght le ad . " 

"�Jell , you j o u s t  l'r.l t s  l\'i. th s o ci e ty whi l e  I wi n  a t  P ri me ro .  The  
c a rd s  muo t  run my way thi s nig ht . "  

Thet· anti cipat e d a full a nd cha rmin g  .eYe ni n g a s  they l e ft th ei r 
c a rri ag e  a t  the e nt ranc e to Ha t t o n  H o us e . S tylf s h  to t h e  ni ne s �  Li l -
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libe� ' s  se rvant s we re go rge o u sly d e c ked aut . _ She had an e f fi cie nt and 
knowi ng butle r ,  Hi g gi nbot ham , who s e rved he r e s tab� shme nt well • . F ran­
ci s '  s en se s  re s ponded qui ckly t o  the li ght and c ol o r  of the b eauti ful 
pla ce a s  they mad e  t he i r way i nt o  the g re at aall , a gli tte r w.i th the 
shi n e  of hund re d s  of c andl e s . 

N o t  qui t e  �!! Lond o n  wa s th e re , E s s ex and Ralei gh a nd thei r li e u­
tenant s we re ei the r a t  Plymouth , supe ri ntendi ng thd fi n al out fi ttin g o f  
thei r s hi ps ,  o r  a l re ady i n  the Chann e l  a nd o n  thei r way t oward Spai n . 
But the r e  we re the C e ci l s ,  Thotna s and Rob e rt .  1'he re wa s Si r Robe rt Syd­
ney and the I ri sh e a rl ,  D e  Burgh , and a d oz en o the r s  o f  b oth s exe s .  

A t  o ne end of the ball c a rd t a ble s we re pl aced . ·A nthony s oan f ound 
c ompa ny the re , but not bef o re he s t o pp ed by the si d ebo a rd f o r win e . A t  
the o the r end , musi ci a n s  playe d . Si tti n g  nea rby , . e s  though e n j oyi n g  
the c o nc e rt ,  we re Si r Rob� rt C ecil a n d  Edwa rd C o k e . Thi s wn s the man 
who had won the Que e n ' s  A tt o rney-Gene ral s hi p  ove r F ranci s B a c on . The re 
s eemed t o  b e  a natu ral antag o ni sm b e twe en the t wo and i t  wa s p ro bable 
they would face e a ch othe r in P a rli ament thi s f all - - and the Qu e en 
should summon one . I t  wa s qui t e  li k e ly tha t s h e  wou ld .  $he ne e d ed 
money t o  fi nanc e the unde cla rea war . wi th the Roman Catholi c C hurch and 
S pai n .  

But thi s - wa s n ' t  wha t the vwo we re tal king about a s  F ranci s gla nce d  
thei r way . I t wa s ab out Lady Hatton ' s  exten sive p ro pe rti e s , no t d eb t ­
f re e  by any mean s , and i n  su ch a l e gal t an gle of wa rd shi p s a nd l e a se s 
tha t ' only a l and -lawye r co uld make s en s e  of  i t . C o k e  was that . Hi s 
o wn c ount ry of N o rwi ch had b e en c ove red many ti me s ,  o n  ho rseback and 
a f o o t  on law bus i ne s s .  f rom one end t o  t he o th e r .  Si r Robe rt fully 
h o pe d  Edwa rd Coke cou1d put Lady Hat t on ' s  affai r s  i n  o rde r .  F o r  wh a t  
d evi ou s  pu rpo s e s  who c ould tel l ?  I f  Eli z abeth H a tt o n  hadn ' t  b e e n  s o  
clo s ely related t o  him h e  mi ght have had a n  e ye o n  her hims elf . C e ci l 
wa s f re e .  Hi s wi fe had p a s s ed away i n  J anua ry , and the re wa s t he b e au­
t eou s and avai lable Li lli b e t , the c ente r o f  a bevy o f  young noble s ,  
lau ghin g  and j e s ti ng . 

"M r .  Ba con ! "  I t  wa s C e ci l ' s  man , S i r Hugh B e e s to n .  H e  had tu rned 
f rom the a dmi rin g  � ro up a ro und Lil li be t . "Our fai r lady h e re t e ll s u s  
yo u r  - - the late s t  ma s que a t  the C u rt ai n , Ri ch a rd II , wi ll su �ely out­
bid Ri cha rd ' II I i n  popul a r f avo r. "  

" T he p laybi ll s ba 9 · b e en out a f o rtni ght , "  B a co n replie d  by way o f  
an swe r a s  h e  moved e a si ly i n t o  the ci rcle . 

Lady Hat t on extended a dai nty hand , the uni n j u re d  one , whi ch he 
saluted wi th a g ra c e ful bow and a tou ch o f  hi s li p s .  He  s que e z e d  and 
held it eve r so sli ghtly b e f o re l e t ti ng go and wa s rewa rde d  wi th an an­
swe ri ng gleam in he r laughi ng ey e s  as she wi thd rew it qui ckly to touch 
a bi t of  silk ri bbon a t  he r bo s o m. The two snowy gl obe s we re c ushi oned 
in o ran g e  silk and ba re to the ni p pl e s ,  a ft e r the f a s hi o n  of t he d ay .  

nsi r Hugh wi ll hav e o c c a si o n  t o  r emembe r the cl o si ng pe rfo rmanc e 
o f  Ri cha rd I II f o r some ti me , "  she l aughed . 
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B e e s t o n  t ou c he d  hi s ri ght thi gh gi nge rly and smi l e d  rue fully . 

" That s cound rel , Bu rba g e , ki cked my s t o ol f rom und e r  me thi s a ft e r­
n o on , n  he g rowled ,.  " had I any i d e a  who put hi m up t o  i t  I ' d run him 
t h rough . "  

He  pulled hi s rc �dy swo rd a way out o f  i t s  s cabba rd and rammed it  
back i n  a gai n .  " B e s i d e s ,  I · li k e · n·ot thi s play . I li k e  not s e ei ng a 
ki n g  hunchbacked and d ra ggi n g  hi s . f o o t  a round the s t a g� . the re ' s  t re a ­
s o n  i n  i t . n  

" Know you not you r Ch ro ni cl e s ? " 

" Hi s to ry t ell s u s  tha t  Ri c ha rd I I I  wa s a c ri ppl e 1  hunchba c k , "  o b­
s e rved F ranci s qui e tly , "Would s t  thou have the playwri t e  rel'tri t e  
hi st o ry ? U  

" ' Ti s t o o  muc h  lilt e  H e r Ma j e s t y ' s  C hi e f  1-ti ni s t e r , " g ro wl e d  B e e ston , 
noddi ng t owa rd hi s ma s t e r ,  C e ci l . " I  li k e  i t  not . I li k e  no t s e eing 
an Engli s h  king d e po s ed f r�m hi s throne by the rabbl e .  The re ' s � re a s o n  
i n  Ri cha rd I I I , "  he s ai d  ove r  hi s should e r  a s  h e  wal k e d  totrta rd the 
si d e b o a rd f o r a d rink . 

"H r. Bacon , n  s ai d  one o f  the o th e r d andi e s wi th mo c k  di s a p p roval 
in hi s voi c e , " how di d ye  know o u r  S e c re t a ry o f  S ta te wa s li ke unto 
Ri c ha rd III ? "  

"Me re chanc e , "  the lawye r s h rugged , i n  reply t o  t h e  d oubl e  e d g e d  
rema rk a n d  nodded  sli ghtly t owa rd Li l li b e t . " B e g gi ng you r ladyshi p ' s  
humble pa rdo n , , I have eve r l oved the s tudy o f  Engl and ' s  no ble rul e r s . 
The Ch ro ni cl e s o f  Holi n s hed a re a pa rt , a well- studi e d  pa rt ,  o f  my 
li b ra ry.  n 

"Wi ll S hakt s pu r  and hi s company have an admi rable pl aywri t e  who 
turn s  ont one exc ell ent s c ri p t  afte r anoth e r ,  goo d p ro p e l .. ti e s , "  o b s e r­
ved Ri oha rd D e  Bu rgh . " Ri c ha rd II  wi l l  have a l ong and p ro fi table run ,  
n �  d o ubt . "  

"Aye , "  chi me d  i n  anothe r o f  Lilli be t 1 s  admi re r s , " ' Twi ll reli e v e  
a n  o th e rwi s e dull summe r . n 

" ' Ti s ac t i on ye want ? n  a ske d D e  Bu rgh . " Lo rd E s s ex c o�ld well 
u s e  anothe r swo rd at F e r ro l  -- o nc e  they get  the re . " 

T h e  young noble s hi fted unc omf o rtably . T h e  Ca tholi c bi a s  o f  hi s 
a nci ent Ho u s e  wa s no  s e c re t . N e i t h e r wa s i t  a s e c re t  tha t  a rene gad e 
j e sui t s ome ti me s s ai d Ma s s  i n  hi s fathe r ' s  p ri va t e  chapel , but Que en 
Eli z abeth clo s e d  he r eye s to  such s ubve rsi o n  when i t  su:l t e d  he r .  

F ranci s B a c o n  wa s ready to  re li eve the ten si o n  Wi th a j e st  o r  a 
qui p but he wa s s aved the e ffo rt �y t h e  appe a rance  o f  two famo u s  Londo n 
b eauti e s .  They ente red wi th a fl ouri sh i n  t h e  c ompa ny o f  an e qually 
hand s ome -- nay b e auti ful young man ,  the E a rl of S outhampt o n . Tpey 
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we re Lady E s se x  and J.,ady Ri c h .  The s e  two 'tte re a wel c ome additi on t o  
any gathe ring , exce p t  a t  C ou rt . Ha�i n g  e a raed t h e  di s plea su re o f  the 
Que e n ,  t hey we re d eni e d a c c e s s  to the P re s en c e . Lady E s s ex ,  wi d ow o f  
Si r Phi lli p Si dney , had impe tuou sly ma rri ed E s s ex .  N ei the r o f  the two 
had s ought Eli z ab e th ' s  p e rmi s si on o r  f av o r. I t  wo ul� n ' t_ h av e  b e e n  g ran­
ted anyhow . Lady Ri c h  wa s li vi ng i n  o pe n  adul t e ry with Lo rd Mountj oy 
a f t e r  havi n g  b o rn a ba t c h  o f  c hild ren to  h e r hu sband , Lo rd Ri e h l  A nd 
he wa s j u s t  that , ri c h . 

Wi th the ne ri val s t o  Li lli b e t ' $  b eauty i n  th e g re a t 1 hall the p re s s  
o f  admi re rs a ro und he r thi nne d  out s omewhat �nd F ranci s c ap t p red h e r 
full attenti on and pe rso n f o r a d a nc e . H e  wou ld f ai n  ha ve fo und some 
qui e t  s p o t  f o r tho s e  tende r moment s whi ch nouri sh love but ·a f t e r  all , 
she wa s t he hos t e s s .  

" How ' s t h e  fin g e r?" he a s lted f rom the si d e  o f  hi s mouth a s  h e  held 
he r at a rm ' s l en g th , tou c hi n g  li ghtly that i n j u �e d  hand ; fo r thi s· num­
b e r put him t o  h e r l e ft s i d e  a s  th ey gli d ed d own the fl o o r . 

" I t  hurt s ! " she whi s pe re d  fo rc e fully , l o o ki n g  � t rai ght ahead . 

The n they went i n t o  f o u r s , pi voting qui ckly a ro und a c ent e r , ri gh t  
hand s cla sp ed a c ro s s  i n  a n  X .  Li lli b e t  found i t  awkwa rd t o  hol d  up 
he r ski rt wi th h e r l e ft , but s he mana ged . S h e  mad e no e ffo rt t o  hi d e  
i t  -- imp o s si bl e  anyhow - - and al �eady s p e culati on wa s ri f e  amo n g  the 
gue s t s  a s  to j u s t whe n , whe re and how t h e  i n j u ry wa s re c ei ve d . S ome 
had b e en at G re e nwi ch the ni ght be f o re . Lady H a t t on ' s  hand s we re cle a n  
o f  a banda ge the n !  N o r  h a d  th e Que e n ' s  ma rked a t t en ti o n s  t o  h e r g on e  
unno ti c e d .  I t  di d n ' t  take  l o ng to p u t  two and two to g ethe r .  Eli z a­
b eth ' s i n ti ma ci e s  vi t h  c e rtai n o f  he r twenty-ei ght mai d s o f  hon o r we re 
no  s e e re·t ,  and what he r c o u rti e rs di dn 9 t  know, they s u s pe cted f 

Thus a s  F ranci s a nd Li lli b e t  whi rle d  a n d  gli Q e d  a ro und t h e  g re a t  
hall wi th t he gli t te ri n g  thro� g ,  s pe cul a ti o n , go s si p  and s ca ndal whi rl­
e d  a b ou t  them ,  i nd i vi dually and t o ge the r. O n  the  si d e , Coke  and C e ci l  
watche d �he two Wi th mo re than u sual i nt e re s t . F ou r  yea rs e a rli e r, the 
po s t  of A tt o rney-Gene ral had b e c ome _ vae ant a nd Coke a nd Ba�on we re ri ­
val s f o r  the choi c e  l e gal po si ti o n i n  the Que en ' s  gove rnment . E s s ex 
d rove he r to  di s t ra c ti o n ,  bad g e ri ng he r fo r the po s t  f o r  hi s b ro th e r  
and h e r $ o n , F ranci s ;  but C o k e  wa s a C e ci l  man , wi th much , much mo re 
a·c tual expe ri enc e befo re the ba r ;  a nd the C e ci l ' s  won out . 

"Ij: s e ems my rival ha th won favo red pl a c e  wi th you r ni e c e , "  ob..:. 
s e rved Coke , 

"Aye , "  replie d C e ci l  qui e tly , " they we re t o ge the r at G re e nwic h  
l a s t  nig ht and all d ay at  t h e  Cu rtai n . "  

" S he � e ems t o  have ¢o ll e ct e d  one t ro phy o f  the hunt , "  j i be d  C ok e ,  
" o r  wa s i t  th e cha s e ? " 

" If i t t s  he r fi ng e r  ye mea n ,  ye s , "  re pli e d  C e ci l , " bu t  i f  i t ' s  yon 
b a rri s t e r ,  wi thou t  ti tle s ,  l and s or mo ney - - a na he t hi nk e th to ma r ry  
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a C e ci l ! "  

· " He live t h  well - - wi th al l t h e  a,ppu rte nan.� e s o f  a gentleman 
s e rvant s ,  s·e c re t a ri e s , exc e l l e nt wa rd rob e , the l at e f t· ca rri a ge wi th 
the fi ne s t  t e am o f  g ray s i n  town z u  sai d C ok e . " He di s d ai n'e th , the p ra c ­
ti s e  of law, s o  t he re mu s t  b'e t ru th i n  i t . "  

Coke wa s fi s hi ng f o r inf o rmati on whi ch h e  wa s qui t e sure C e ci l  ha d 
but the la t t e r  ducked the  que s ti on .  

" How i s  t hi s ? "  h e  a sk e d . 

" Th a t  B a c o n  i s  a gentleman p e n si one r o f  the Que e n , "  C ok e  re pli e d  
bluntly . 

" Ge ntleman pensi one r he mi ght o r · mi gh t n o t  b e , "  eva d e d  C e cil , 
" but c e rtai n i t  i s  he d e rive t h  a g re a t  .p ro fi t  f rom the  Plays . "  

" I s  i t  a ma t t e r of  re c o rd ? "  a sked the l awye r .  

••A t  ·p re s e nt , t h e  ' re c o ;rd ' · i s  i n  M r .  B a co n ' s  ample mean s . H e � s  
even enla rgi ng hi s rooms a t  the  Inn ! "  Ce ci l  allowe d hi mself t o  be mo re 
fo rc e ful t han wa s hi s wont . " Bu t  we ' ll s e t  th e re c o rd s t rai ght by put­
ti ng th e a c t o r, Wi ll S h a � s bu r, t o  the Que s ti on . H a s t  th o u  s e en the 
lat e s t , Ri cha rd III ? "  

"N o , "  C o k e  s h o o k  hi s h e ad rat he r re g re tfully , "M rs . C oke  hold s 
l-f a s quei ng i n  "V e ry !.2.l! e s t eem.  • • " 1 

"�Jell , t he re ' s  t re a son i n  i t .  A nd i f  t h e  wr·i t e r o f  the Play s i s  
fai thful t o  Holi n s hed i n  thi s l a t e s t  o ne they ' re t rump e ti ng all o ve r  
t own .  • • " 

"What i s  that , m ' Lo rd ? "  a ske d C o k e  • 

. " Ri cha rd II Z If you knew your En gli sh hi s t o ry a s  well a s  you know 
Engli sh law, yo u ' d  know Ri cha rd II . i s  the only ki n g  wh o eve r gave up 
the  th ron e  f o r· mi s go ve rnan c e . C a n s t  thou i ma gi n e  the  utter f o lly o f  
pre s enting such d ang e rou s ma t t e r  a t  pre sent ? "  

C o k e  l o o k e d  a t  C e ci l  i n  ama z e ,  t he n  d own a t  t h e  j ewell ed buckl e a 
on  hi s sho e s .  T he i d e a  wa s new t o  him , an Engli s h  king , a e po.s e d  fo r mal ­
f e a s an c e ?  I n s t an tly hi � k e e n  lawye r ' s mi nd . J umpe d  at  t he le gal a s pe � t s  
o f  the c a s e , but l e s t  C e ci l  t ak e  hi s s i l en e e, a wry h e  mad e  p ro pe r re ply . 

"He r Ma j e s ty could s c a rc e  l o ok upon i t  wi t h  pl e a su re , m ' Lo rd . " 

"Aye , th e Que en ,,;o uld have cau s e  f o r  ala rm had s he he a �d the rab ­
b l e  ro a r  thei r a p p roval thi s a f t e rn o o n  when Ri cha rd I I I , s uf f e re d  d e f e a t  

-" a t  t he hand s of R.i chmo nd . "  

B e e s t on came up to them a s  t he y  s a t , gl o s e · en ough to · t he musi c . .  
to  app e a r  t o  be li s t e ni n g  a nd al s o  clo s e  e no ugh t o  have thei r wo rd s e f­
f e c ti vely muffled t o  any ca sual p a s s e r-by . 
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"Excell e nt Bu rgundy 1 thi s , "  he snta c ke d  hi s li p s  ove r a si p and 
held the d e li c a te gla s s  up to the li ght . "Y ou ' re not d ri nki n g J m ' Lo rd ?  
M r .  Cok e ? "  / 

"D ont mi nd i f  I d o , "  the a t t o riley-gene ral re pli e d  d ri ly .  

Ce ci l  nodde d and Be e s t o n  ge s tu re d  to a wa� cb ful s eTVant , wi th a 
cha ra c t e ri s ti c limp wri st no t l o st o n  C o k e . !he a tt o rney- gene ral wa s 
all man but he c o ve re d we l·l hi s di $ t a s te f o 't'  t he e f fi mi na t e  d a ndi e s  
wi th whi c h  C e ci l  s u r round e d  hi ms el f .  Lo nd o.n o f  t h e  l a t e  si xt e e nth c en­
tu ry wa s too wo rldly wi s e t Q  b e  sh.o ck e d  by h omo s e xual i ty , b\\t a t  l e a s t  
i t  wa s n ' t  a s  blatantly di s played h e re a s  a t  tbe F re nok c o u rt o r  i n  t hat 
c e s s p o o l  of s odomy ,  Rome . 

Evi l  hi msel f , C e ci l  c ould only s pe cul a te o n  wha t  e vi l  d e si gn s  on 
th e hous e of C e c i l  we re going th rou gh t h e  mind o f  B a con � ou t the re , 
danci n g  s o  g ra c efully wi th hi s ni e c e . 

\. 
11D i d s t  di s -c o ve r  B a c o n ' s  �an , P e rcy , a t  the Cu rt ai n ? "  he a s ke d 

B e e s to n .  

"A ye , m ' Lo rd ,  hi s pu rse wa s he avy wi t h  gold whe n  h e  l e f t . " 

"Di d he mak e  s t rai ght f o �  G ray ' s  Inn?" 

"Not qui te .t m ' Lo rd .  By way o f  Paul ' s  to Te ad playbi ll s and we t 
hi s th roa t , "  repli e d  B e e s t o n  and he d rank thi r s t i ly t o  wet hi s o wn .  r 

C o k e  l o o k e d  a t  C e ci l .  C e ci l  smi l e d  knowin gly i n  r e tu rn .  How he 
woul d hav e  l i k m t o  t�ll Coke h e  knew about the Que e n ' s  s on , but 
that would have to b e  c a re fully d o le d out bi t by bi t a s  the l awye r b e ­
c ame mo re and mo re i nvolve d i n  t h e  t oi l s  o f  the C e ci l  clan . 

"S hut d own e ve ry damned pl ayh ou se in England , I say ! "  C o k e  b ro k e  
i n  on C e ci l ' s  rev e ry wi th a blunt s oluti on . A revenge ful surge i n  
C e ci l ' s  own b re a s t  t o ld him how muc h  he li ked t he i d e a . But he wa s t o o  
well t rai ne d i n  self-co nt rol t o  re ve al any o f  thi s even t o  Coke . 

"Would s t  thou sto p he r Ma j e s ty ' s  p l e a s u re ? '' C e ci l  remi nde d  hi m. 
" H e r C h ri s tma s re ve l s  mu st have th ei r Ma sque s , and t ho s e  t he b e s t  pl ay s 
of. �he s e a so n !  Wouldn ' t  i t  b e  simpl e �  to app re he nd the wre t c h  who 

" t ou ch e d  p e n  to pape r? "  ; 

"Aye , you r lo rd shi p , "  a g re ed C o k e  qui c kly , a f t e r al l ,  hi s numb e r 
o ne cli e n t  had s p oken , " but how t o  sm o k e  the ra s c al out ? · The re ' s  the 
rub . '' 

11Methi nk s  ' two uld b e  well t o  di s c ove r he r M a j e sty ' s  thou ght o n  i t  .. 
I s  i t  wi s e t o  publi cly po rt ray t he i mmo l a ti o n  o f  a n  Engli sh ki n g  a t  
t hi s ti me ? I t hi nk no t ..  F o r  t h e  Que e n  t o  thi nk o the rwi s e • • •  " · 

C e ci l  waved hi s l o n g ,  c ro ok e d  f i ng � rs i n  a reve ali n g  ge s tu re of 
di smi s s al . H e  ha d ma4 e i t  hi s b u s i ne s s  t o  s ha pe the Que e n ' s  thoug h t s  
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F o r t hi rty yea rs now h e· had b e en ·prac ti cing and suc c e ed e d  b e t t e r than 
any man . I t  wa s si mpl e , play· t o  he r in sati able vani ty .a nd he r bu rni n g ,  
unqu e nchabl e n e ed fo r s ex .  La s t  ni ght h e  ha d thought t o  have i n  Lady 
Hatton an e � p e ci al ly u s e ful l eve r f o r mani pul a �i n g  the Qu e e n  a &  ne e d e d , 
but Li lli b e t ' s  " bad ge  o f  h on o ru , t ha t  b.rok e n  · fi ng e r, s howe d  that 1 t h e  
young b�auty ' s  compli anc e  i n  vene ry . would , no t _ e a si ly b e  obtaine d . l O f  
c o u rs e , the supply o f  b e auti ful , t e nd e r  : yi � rom ·pa r�nt s ambi ti ou s  
f o r  pla c e  and i nf1l ue n c e  a t  C ou rt , wa s endle s s ! � 'j . : . 

_/ 
But Ce ci l c ould no t l e t  s li � such an o pp o rtuni ty t o  hav e  a b e d - \ . I  

c ompani on f o r  Eli z ab e th i n  t hi s clo s e  rel a t i ve ! B eyond th• t ,  the re 
would be the d e li ci ou s  ve n g e an c e  o f  d en yi ng h e r � o . hi s �e� red and ha t e d  
ri val , F ranci s B a c on . The suc c e s s ful concl u si on o f · t h e  l awye r ' s · sui :t · . 
fo r hi s ni e ce ' s  hand would neve r d o . Coke and B e. e�s t o ::l'l  had b e en wai t i ng 
f o r  him t o  fi ni sh that la s t  s en t e nc e . S o  h e  came out · . wi th thi s v�i l e d  
thre a t , a s  he  wa tche d Li lli b e t  and F ranci s conclud e th ei r dan c e  and 
head f o r the si d e boa rd f o r  a re f re s hi ng si p of win e . · 

) "'--.. 

" The fi n e  f e athe rs o f  the s e  S hake�cene s" have wante d  cli ppi ng f o r 
thi s many ra-day . " "- 1 J 

( \ 
"Aye , n  a g re e d  C o k e  e a ge rly,  " Hi s Hon o r , t h e  Lo rd Mayo r o f  Lon d o n  

i s  wi '  y e  i n  that , you r  Lo rd shi p .  'l'he  t ra d e  l eavi n g  t he Qi ty i s  the 
d e s pai r o '  the me rchan t s . "  G 

"M r .  C o k e , "  C e cil no d d e d  a s  though i n  sympat hy wi t h  the pli ght 
o f  the Lo rd M ayo r and the me rc hant s ,  " dance  y e) a mea su re wi t h  my ni e c e  
and d ro p  a hi nt tha t I l1ould have a wo rd wi th he r la t e r . " 

) 
C o k e  wa s re ady enough t o  t re a d  mo re t ha n  a mea su re wi th t �  s h o ,s- � 

t e s s  and moved c onfi de n tly t o�va rd the kno t o f  a dm�. re rs a round he r .  
Li lli b e t  wa s t ryi n g  t o  cho o s e  betwe e n  D e  B u rgh a nd S outhampton a s  t he 
mu si c s t ruck up agai n . C o k e  s olve d  t he p ro b l em fo r h e r by bo ldly 
claimi n g  he r g o o d  hand - and whi rli ng he r t ri umphantly away on t he poli ­
shed and shi ni ng fl o o r.  

I n  o n e  o f  tho s e  qui rk s o f  bal l room fate  wh� c h  l e ft him: wi t hout a 
pa rtne r,  F ranci s wa s glad enough t o  fi nd a . c omfo rtable  chai r a nd re s t  
that g out-twi ng e d  f oo t .  N o t  tha t i t  hin d e re d  him f ro m  makin g a g ra c e �  
ful and hand s ome compliment to  Li lli b e t , but away f �om � h e  exaltin g 
au ra o f  he r be auty he  wa s sud d enly a war e o f  thi s phy si c al limi tati o n .  
The young Ea rl o f  S outhampto n wa s pa rtne rl e s s ,  t o o , a nd a t  F ran ci s '  
g e s tu re d  i nvi t ati on he found a ri chly tape s t ri e d ,  s pi nd l e -l e g ged excu s e  
fo r a chai r .  B e f o re a ready se rvant could h e l p  h e  d rew i t  clos e and 
s a t  d own, wavin g  t h e  f e ll o w  away wi t h  a " b ri n g  s om e  wi ne , c l a re t . "  

I 
Thi s t ruly be auti ful young man k new t h e  s e c re t  o f  the b ro the r s ,  

t h ei r royal pa re nt a ge , and i t  wo uld h e.ve b e en di ffi cult to s ay whi ch 
he admi red the mo s t .  H e  l oo k e d  up t o  F ranci s Ba con a s  an elld e r  b ro th e r  
to  w hom h e  could always go f o r  s a g e  advi c e  a nd co un s e l � � u t  he wa s 
d o gg e dly devo t e d  t o  t h e  fi e ry E�rl of  E s s ex .  

) .- .  
"Ha s t  news o f  the Ea rl ? "  a sk e d  F r�nci s 
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" They ' re in the  Channel _, we p ray , " he re �li e d . "God re s t  i t  b e  a 
s p e e dy voya g e  to  S pain . "  

"And a mo s t  suc c e s s f ul one , '' a d d e d  F ran ci s .  

The s e rvant a r ri v e d  wi t h  the cla re t  and they d ra nk to  the suc ce s s  
o f  the Ea rl ' s  l a t e s t  mad ente rp ri se .  

rt � - though I f e a r  f o r t ha t tend e r  a ffe cti o n  he r Ma j e s ty hol d s  fo r 
him ,  s ho uld he c ome b a ck empty hande d  • "  F ranci s l o o k e d  d o ubtfully i nt o  
hi s win e , a s  though i t  re turned glo omy �� si o n s  o f  \the c omin g  rai d  o n  
C o runa and S pani s h  shi ppi n g . 

" H ah ! "  exul t e d  S outhampton ,  " the Ea rl hath t he Queen ' s  h e a rt :iln 
the palm of hi s hand-. H e ' ll return a he ro . "  He co ck e d  a qui z z i cal 
eye a t  F ranci s .  "Y ou r own ventu re i n  ' he a rt s '  g o e th well , I und e rs tand . "  
S hall we d ri nk t o  nm.r Eli z ab e t h ? tt 

A s  though sui ti n g h e r a cti o n  t o  the  young Ea rl ' s  wo rd , Li lli b e t  
swe p t  b y  and beame d a daz z li n g  smi l e  a t  them . I t  would have mel t e d  a 
s tone . They rai s e d  thei r gla s s e s  i n  reply wit h  a " ch e e rs" a nd d rai ne d 
them at  a gulp . The s e rvant t o o k  them away f o r  a re fi ll . 

F ranci s va s e a ge r fo r news o f  C e ci l ' s  whe reabou t s tha t d ay , i f  he 
had s e en the Que e n .  The B a c o n s  had h e l pe d  E ss ex s e t  up an i n f o rmati on 
sys tem e qual to tha t  of the C e ci l s ' .  Thi s g ave Eli z ab e than poli ti c s a 
f ai r two -pa rty sys t em o f  lib e ral s a nd c o n s e rva ti ve s  � ·  a s  fai r a s  c o uld 
be e xpe c t e d  und e r a di s s olute o l d  d e s p o t  lik e  Eli z abe th . The C e ci l s  
and thei r f a c ti on , c on s e rvativ e , had b e en i n  co nt ro l  f o r  yea r s  n ow,  
but wi th the  o rgani z i n g  gen i u s  of F ran ci s and A nthon y  B a co n  b ehind him ;� 
E s s e x  had su s t ai ned s uc h  a d ri ve f o r  powe r t ha t  the C e ci l s  ha d b e e n  
fo rce d  t o  come t o  t e rms wit h  him .  

When C e c i l  had p ropo se d  a di nne r b etwe en hi ms� l f ,  Ralei gh and E s­
s ex i n  A p ri l , E s s ex ha d a c ce p t e d  wl th alac rity.  I t  ha d b e e n  a ve ry 
ami able gathe :-i n g  a t  E s s ex hou s e  between t he th re e . One re sult lia s 
tha.t Ralei gh wa s re s t o re d  t o  the g o o d  g ra ce $  o f  t h e  Quee n  a nd made Cap­
t ai n o f  the Gua rd a gai n .  A n o the r re sult , the o ne whi c h  helped lead to  
the re c e n t  b reak be 'twe e n  the two b ro t hers , wa s t h a t  the famo u s  and t o o·­
f ri endly di nne r blunt e d  the E a rl ' s  pu rpo s e , t o  g e t  the  C e ci l s  out- o f  
f avo r ,  and powe r ,  and p l a c e  him s elf and F ranci s next t o  the t h rone . 

E s s ex i nt e rp re t e d  R o b e rt C e c i l ' s  c oncili a to ry /a tti tude a s  a si gn 
of we akne s s  whi ch would lead eventually t o  hi s and hi s fathe r ' s  d own ­
fall . F ranci s had inte rp re t e d  i t  a s  a n  a s tut e move b y  C e ct l  t o  a llay 
the  Ea rl ' s  su s pi ci o n s  as  to  hi s t rue pu�p o s e . C e ci l t s  pu rp o s e  wa s a nd 
alway s would b e  to d e st roy Eli z ab e th ' s  two s on s  and r emove them fe reve r 
a s  a th re at t o  the favo red C e ci l s  and th ei r p ri vi l e g e d  p o si ti on a t  the 
h e a rt of  Engli sh g ove rnment . 

P a rt o f  the i nf o rma ti o n  n e two rk s e t  up by t h e  B a c on s fo r E s sex wa s 
i n  Eli z ab e th ' s  e n t o u ra ge , t o  k e e p  them i nfo rmed i f  po s si ble o n  he r 

· 

though t s  and a c ti on s  at  whi cheve r o f  h e r  i nnu�e rable pal ac e s  she mi ght 
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manu sc ri pt e n ti re . The rehea rsal o f  Ri c ha rd gi vi ng up hi s c ro wn t o  
B o1i ngb rok e  wen t  well . B u rbage wa s n eve r b e t te r. " 

" O h , tha t i t  we re the mo rrow a l re a dy , "  · exul t e d  the youn� Lo rd , 
" and he r Gra c e  we re s eeing the ma s que of  t re a s on t o rn away fo r a·ll t o  
s e e . Ri cha rd II ! All s uc c e s s  t o  him a nd OU T noble goal ! "  

The two c li nk e d  thei r gl a s s e s  and t oa s t e d  the  su c ce s s  o f  Ri cha rd II . 
F o r  all any o b se rve r mi ght have su s pe ct e d , they we re d ri nkin g to the 
pa s si n g  pa rad e  o f  b e auty .  A s  i t  wa s c �i n g  t o  a t emp o ra ry  sto p wi th 
the end o f  that danc e , t hey d epo si te d  thei r unfi ni sh e d  d ri nk s  wi th a 
s e rvant and hea d e d  f o r  t h e  f lo o r to  cl ai m  thei r pa rtne r s  f o r nhe next , 
S outhamptos wi th Lilli b e t  a nd B a c o n  wi t h  Lady E s s e x .  

Edwa rd C o k e  g ravi ta t e d , n o t  t o o  ha s tily , b a e k  to hi s me nt o r  wi th 
the i nf o rmati o n  tha t Lady Hat t o n  would i nd e e d  con f � r p ri va t e ly wit h  h e r  
uncle l a te r i n  t h e  eveni ng . H e  al so sugge s t e d  t o  C e ci l  tba ·� a cti on o n  
the el o si ng o f  the  Playhous e s  c o u l d  v e ry well b e  ini ti ated by �he Lo rd 
Mayo r o f  Lond o n . 

" Hi s  Hono r i s  al ready on re c o rd a s  oppo si ng thi s exc e s si ve a nd 
wa s t e ful U a s qui ng , m ' Lo rd , "  s ai d  C oke . 11Let the ang e r  o f  the mob f'al l 
o n  him a nd the  Ci ty whi l s t  he r �Ia j e s ty '  s g ove rnment b ene fi t s  f rom t hi s 
d e ci sive blow a t  t rea s on . "  

" He r Gra c e  may c al l  a me e ti ng o f  the P rtvy C o uncil o n  the mo rrow, 
to c o n si d e r  a d a t e  fo r Pa rlia ment , "  mus ed C e ci l . " Could s t  a rrang e  to 
have Hi s Hon o r the Mayo r ple a d  an a pp e a ranc e  b e fo re he r,  wi t h  a re s o ­
luti o n  d e mandung reli e f  .f rom th e s e  t re a s onou s a n d  ou t ra g e ou s  pe rfo r-
manc e s ?" . 

_, 

) . ' 

"Aye , m ' Lo rd 1  i t  s hall b e  d o n e . Hi s Ho n o r a nd the  Quee n ' s  A tt o rney 
Gene ral have e n j oye d f ri endly and cl o s e rel a ti on s i n  the pa s t . "  

When at  l a s t  Lady Ha tton had he r fi l l  o f  d an ci n g  and ne e d e d  a 
b re a the r ,  F ranci s wo uld f ai n have taK e n  he r out s i d e  anto the g a rd en 
t e rra c e  f o r ai r ,  but the re wa s he r uncle ' s  re que s t  f o r  a p ri va t e  co n­
sul t a ti on .  A s  she l e d  the limpi ng ,  hunchbacked fi gure i nto t he s tudy 
and the d o o r cl o s e d  behi nd them, F ranci s s ombe rly c on sid e re d  what new 
d evi l t ry the mon s t e r mi ght b e  up t o . 

F o r  hi s pa rt , C e cil wa s ti red and wen t  s t rai ght · t o �the mat t e rs i n  
hand . Lady H a t t o n  wa s i mpati e nt t o  g e t  b a ck to  the  d anci n g  a nd he r 
gue s t s .  I t  had b e e n  a wond e rful e vening s o  f a r and she wanted  i t  t o  
c onti nue . 

" Ha s t  en j oye d thy s el f , U nc l e  Rob e rt ? "  s h e  a sk ed b ri ghtl y .  

"Aye , m ' Lady , n he repl i e d  i n  hi s qui e t ,  t o ne l e s s  way , " But the re 
would b e  mo re j oy i n  my hea rt had s t  thou b e e n  thi s ni ght at  G re e nwi ch , 
i n  the p l e a su re of  he r Ma j e s ty t s  c ompany . " 

Lady H a t t o n  wa s a gha s t . H e r  good ri ght hand i n sti nctively c ove re d  
tha t bandag e d  l e f t  fi ng e r  a s  the sho ck o f  t h e  eve ni n g  b e f o re swe pt ba ck 
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ove r he r 4 . They we re s t andi ng . C e ci l  ge � tu re d  t o  a chat r and s a t  down 
himself , but she tu rned f rom him and walked ne rvou s ly away . 

"My dea r .uhcl e ,  !hi.§ pa rty -had b e e n  planned a f o rt ni ght . I canno t 
b eli eve you wo.wld exp e c t  me t o  b e  s o  rud e  t o  my gu e st s . "  

" He r  Ma j e s ty i s  the s t a r ,  the s un i n  ou r fi rmament . A ll el s e · re­
volve s a round he r,  l o o � s  t o  he r f o r l i ght . Bu rn t hi s i nt o  thy h e a rt 
and mind that i t  neve r b e  f o r g o tten - - i f  th ou wo uld s t  mai ntai n thy 
po siti o n  and p ro s pe r i n  thi s kin gdom ! " 

" Knowe s t  thou why thi s fi nge r i s  t rus s e d  up ?"  S he walked ove r to  
hi m and th ru s t  the  ban d a ge und e r  hi s no s e . J . nshe di d i t !  The Que en 
hath emba rra s s ed me b e fo re the wo rl d l All London mu s t  be full of  i t .  
Oh-h-h-h-h-h -h -h-h-h� the a g ony o f  i t .  The shame ! "  · 

S he tu rn e d  away f ro m  him and p a c e d . C e ci l  had s ca rc e  bli nk e d  an 
eye when she , fo ro e d  �him t o  l o ok a� h e r  " b a d ge of ho no r" . 

" N e e d  i t  ha..ve hap p e ned , .  my d e a r? "  

"Wha t meane s t  t h o u  ne ed ? "  she  exclai me d . , - -

"A rt thou such a s t ran ge r to d alli an c e  tha t a ni ght i n  the Que en ' s  
p ri vate chamb e r i s  abho rre n t  to  you?"  he smi rk e d . 

''Y e s !  Y e s !  Y e s !  If  I mu s t  play a t  l ove , l e t  i t  be wi th a mAn 
o f  my own c h o o sing l n  

"lvhen the Que en c ho o s e t h  a mai d ,  take i t  no t so li ghtly , my d e a r .  
Consi de r  yourself fo rtunate i f  she b reake t h  no mo re than a fin ge r . " 

" I s  no t hon o r a t hou s and t i me s  �o re t o  be  d e si red t ha n  dalli an c e  
wi th t h e  .Que e n ,  even ? "  

" I s  i t  i nd eed , "  h e  p ro t e s te d  mildly , a n d  waved hi s hand a t  hi s 
luxu ri ou s su rroundi n g s . "Si mple chi ld . Thi nk e s t  th ou !!� obtai ne d 
all thi s f o r  S i r Ch ri s to phe r H a t t o n ?  O r  the Bi s h o p s  of  Ely befo re hi m? 
Hon o r i s  f o r  f o ol s  · - o r  f o r tha t l andl e s s  b a r ri s t e r you ' ve b e en s e e n  
wi th . "  

Thi s sud d en tu rn on he r benefa c t o r and love r s tung he r a gai n .  

" He i s  no t penni l e s s . H e  .s ·tand e th well wi th t he Que en ! "  

"He  i s  wi thou t ti tle s ,  hono rs , po siti on . H e  hath no p ro s pect s 
a nd wi ll have none . lve ' ll s e e  to t ha t ! "  The re wa s ven om i n  hi s th re a t . 

I t  wa � not  l o s t  o n  h e r .  She s t o pped he r p a ci ng a nd l o oked  a t  him 
a s  he c onti nued . " If he  i s  not penni le s s ,  how a re hi s revenue s d e ri v• 
ed ? I f  M r . · Baco n hath h ono rable bu si ne s s  o r  p o si ti o n ,  name i t . n  

" H e  t e ache th and p ra cti. c e t h  l aw , " she  rep li e d  d e fi antly . 
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" Pah l "  he  di smi s se d  that wi th a d e ri si ve wave o f  the hand . t' T h e  
pi t tance d e ri ve d  f ro m  hi s p ra c ti c e  suppozteth n·o t  a t e nth o f  hi s exp�n­
s e s ,  hi s f ancy clothe s ,  hi s s e rvant s ,  hi s s e c re t a ri e s ,  hi � s ui t e  o f  
ro oms a t  G ray ' s  I nn . I say you , m ' La dy ,  whe n c e  c ometh all thi s g o ld ? "  

" ' Ti s s ai d  h e  i s  a gentlema n  pen si one r of  the Que en . " 

"Wa s ,  m ' Lady,  wa s !  U nti l  he o p p o s e d  he r Ma j e sty ' s s p e ci a� sub­
si dy in the Pa rli ame nt of 1 94 .  S u rely you re c ei ve d  s ome i nkli n g  of the 
p rinci pal sou rce o f  hi s i ncome t hi s v e ry d ay ! "  A ng e re d · by· h e r d e fe n s e  
o f  hi s ha t e d  rival , C ecil d eci d e d  t o  th row i t  di r e c tly a t  he r .  "Di d 
he  not boa s t  t o  you o f  wri ti n g  the Play s whi ch even now, ,d ai ly d raw 
thou sand s to t he Curtai n and t he The a t re ?  A vi l e , l ewd t rad e i f  the re 
eve r wa s o ne . "  

11 N o , "  she shook he r he a d  and l o o ke d  down a t  the fl o o r, moment a ri ly 
taken aba c k , " no t  -- n o t  di re ctly . " 

" Tell me , my d e a r , "  he molli fi e d  s omewhat hi s own t o n e • 11i s  thi s 
a fi t ti ng ma t c h  f o r  an hono re d memb e r  o f  the Hou s e  o f  C e ci l ? "  A t  he r 
si lence he  an swe red fo r he r .  'ii i t hi nk not . "  

But t he re wa s fi re i n  thi s membe r o f  the H ous e o f  C e ci l . Slie wa s 
mi s t re s s  i n  he r own p ala c e  and eve ry i n ch a l ady . B e si d e s ,  he r l ove r 
wa s und e r a ttack . 

" T e l l  me , m ' Lo J"d ,  i s  i t  vil e  t o  po rt ray the magni fi c e nt ki ng s  o f  
England b e fo re Londo n ?  S o  that even t h e  unl e t t e re d  ma s se s  know ou r 
glo ri ou s  hi s to ry� a t  fi rs t hand ? Methi nk s thi s i s  mo re u s e ful e nt e r­
tai nin g  than b e a r-bai ting o r  c a rousi ng i n  the s t ews . "  

"U s eful ! "  he  sno rt e d . "The  rabble a re u s eful o nly i n  the i r  i g-
no ran c e , t o  b r e e d  like ra t s , t o  sl ave , t o  d o  a s  they ' re told  a nd b e a t ­
e n  i f  they d ont ; i f  ne c e s s a ry ,  t o  fi ght f o r  Que e n  a nd count ry and li e 
i n  s ome name l e s s  g rave i n  a f o rei gn fi e l d " '' 

" They c an lea rn , "  she  d e fi ed him .  tt They d o  l e a rn ,.  a t  W e s tmin s t e r  
S chool . They d o  le a rn f ro m. t h e  hi s to ry o f  England ' s  ki ng s a c t e d  ou t 
f o r  t he m  a t  the C u rtai n ! "  

" They l ea rn t re a son ! "  h e  almo s t e d  s ho ut ed a t _he r .  " Id l e  men ,  
thi e ve s ,  ro gue s and ra s c al s  swa rm the s t re e t s ,  wa s te thei r ti me i n  thi s 
Ma s qu ei ng , s e e i ng Engl i sh ki n g s  po rt rayed a s  s co�nd rel s ,  d e po se d , · s t rip­
ped o f  c rown and powe r ,  mu rd e re d . The l and i s  a ti nde r-box today.  
D ro p  the s e  rebell i o u s  spa rk s a nd who knows wha t  fi re s o f  revo luti on 
wi ll s t a rt up . "  · 

"Surely you j e st , uncle . "  

"N o , "  he . shook hi s head , " and o nc e  b e gun ,. who · knows whe re i t  wi ll 
e nd ?  U nti l eve ry pala c e  i n  Lond on i s  a gut t e d  rui n ,  i ncludin g  Hat t o n  
Hou s e . "  

Thi s s ud d en p e rsonal angle t �  F ra nci s B a co n ' s  wo rk a t  t he Curtain 
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gave he r pau s e  fo � l a  mom e nt . 
i ng i n  to he r b ro wn eye s .  

H e  s t o o d  ap a nd moved cl o se t o  h e r ,  l o ok-

" Put no t yo u r  t ru s t  i n  t hi s  outlaw , thi s nobo dy who h a s no thi ng 
to l o s e  and eve rythi n g  t o  gai n f rom hi s mad s ch eme s . "  C e ci l ' s  voi c e  
wa s t ritamphantly pe rsua si ve . "Y ou r l oyal ty t o  the Hou s e o f  C e ci l ,  to 
you r Que e n ; wi ll b e  well rewa rd e d . "  

He rai s e d  hi s hand t o  gi ve he r l e f t  a rm a f ri e ndly ,  re a s suri n g  pa t , 
but she rai s e d  he rs 1 at  the s ame moment be c au s e  she di d n ' t  ca re t o  b e  
t ouched b y  the mo n st e r .  I t  wa s he r i n j u red hand and h e  a c cid e ntally 
s t ruck i t .  The sud d e n  pai n b ro ught he r back to t he d e g ra d a ti o n  of the 
ni ght be f o re i n  the Que e n ' s  j ewel box a t  G re e nwi ch .  S he re coiled  f rom 
him a s  though st ruck by a snake , c lut chi n g  h e r hand a �ai n s t  he r b o s om. 

"I have had my rewa rd f rom Que e n  Eli z abeth ! '' s he e xclaimed and 
c ri e d  ou t a s  she ru s he d  f ro m  the ro om , " I  hop e the  o ld j ad e  i s  d e po s ed ! "  

N o  c a sual o b s e rve r wo uld have su s p e c ted t he revenge ful tu rmoi l i n  
Robe rt C e ci l ' s  b re a s t a s  h e  limped slowly and d�li b e ra t ely f rom t h e  
pla c e  a cal cula ted moment a f� e r hi s ni e c e ' s  d e pa rture . , A s  Si r Hugh 
c ame up to him he sugge s t e d  gently tha t thei r c a r ri age be o rd e red up , 
then he limp e d  hi s hunche d fi gure ove r t o  the ci rcl e  whi ch had qui ckly ­
fo rmed a round Lady Hat to n .  H e  s p o k e  a p re t ty c ompliment t o  h e r and e x­
c u s e d  hims el f  f o r  le avin g a t  t hi s e a rly h ou r .  N o  hi nt o f  t h e  fi e rce 
ange r d riving him t o  reve nge hi ms e l f  o n  B a co n  a nd the Lo nd o n  s ta ge 
showed i t s e l f  i n  the ca sual bant e r he exchange d  �d th the playwri t e ­
l awye r and the o t he r s a t  Li lli be t ' s  f e e t . A sli gh1t bu t impe ri ou s  ge s­
tu re summoned Coke to a c c ompany hi m to t he d o o r .  

F ranci s c ouldn ' t  h e l p  bu t wo nder wha t  n ew d evi l t ry mi ght b e  fo rm­
i n  i n  that mi s s hapen b rea st  a s  he f o l l owed wi th que sti onin g eye s C e ci l ' s  
pai nful way wi th C ok e  ac ro� s the poli she d fl o o r  of the hug e  hal l  and 
th rou gh the ma gni fi c ently c a rve d d o o r. He paid hi s re spe ct s t o  ha�f­
b ro th e r,  Si r Thoma s ,  and Lilli be t ' s  g ua rdi an , who p o li te ly que stio ned 
hi s e a rly d e pa rture f rom such happy c ompany . • 

" Le t  them play , "  wi th a n  e d g e  o f  spi teful bi t t e rn e s s  i n  hi s '- V,oi c e  
hi s hand clutchi n g  C o ke ' s  a rm .  "lie g o  whe re en t e rta i nment i s  m o r e  t o  
my li kin g . n  

A t  t hi s ,  Coke ' s  eye b ro ws shot up a nd he l oo ke d  qui z z i cally a t  Si r 
Thoma s .  Li l li be t ' s  gua rdi an me rely s h rug ge d hi s sho ul d e r s  i n  rep ly 
but a s  Coke and Ce ci l  t u rne d t o  move out und e r  the p o rt e - c o ch e re , the 
at to rney- gene ral caught a di s c omfo rti ng smi rk ' o n  Si r Thoma s ' fa c e .  I f  
that i mpli c a ti o n  we re not  cle a r e nough , t he e f fi mi na te l i lt to Si r 
Hugh B e e s t o n ' s  voi c e  wa s a s  h � : came up . · One g o o d  whi f f  o f  th� d e li c a t e  
pe rfume comi ng f ro m  hi s dandi fi e d  p re s ence  lia s enough fo r Edwa rd C o ke . 
He  fi rmly removed C e ci l ' s  hand f rom hi s a rm and t ra n s f e rre d  i t  t o  B e e­
s t on ' s .  The lil t  o f  an I ri sh j i g  c ame f rom the hall . 

" Go d  wi ' ye , m ' Lo rd ,  but I ha ' thi s numbe r wi t h  he r Ladyshi p !  
Y e ' ll ha ' the Lo rd Mayo r ' s p e ti ti on o n  the  mo rrow, I a s s u re yo\l. ! " wa s 
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exclaime d ove r hi s shoul d e r a s  he hu r ri e d  back i n t o  t h e  li gh t . 

A wand � ri ng eveni n g  b re e z e c a rre s se d  the S e c ret a ry o f  S t a t e  wi th 
s en suous f ra g ra n c e  a s  hi s f o o tme n u sh e red him i nt o  hi s c o a ch by to rch ­
l i ght , wi t h  B e e s t o n  f o ll owi n g  c l o s e  b ehi nd . I t  s ti r re d  a n  ea rthy fi re 
in the two and spu rre d thei r pa sii o n s  t owa rd t he s adi s �i c  d e li ght s ahead • 

befi t te d  t he Que e n ' s  P ri vy C ounci l o r ,  a n  a rmed e s c o rt ro ad wi th 
hi m ,  half a d o z e n  gua rd s  o n  h o rs eba ck ahead , e a ch b e a ri.ng a flamin g 
t o rc h , and ano the r half d o z e n  behi nd � I n  thos e d ay s  Lond o n  t ravelle r s  
had t o  li ght thei r own way when they rod e  o r  walk e d  a t  ni ght , el s e  g o  
i n  d a rkn e s s- ,  wi th ro gue s ,  t hi.eve s a nd t o  be f e a re-d a t  e ve ry 
tu rn .  T u rn t hey di d o n  F l e e t  S t re e t  towa rd t he S t ra nd , but no t b e f o re 
C e ci l  o rd e re d  the c a r ri a ge s t o pp e d  a t  a s t i l l - o p e n  s t�ll , to buy a 
bund l e  of f re sh ld ll ow swi t che s . 

/ 
( 

- 5 9  -

As .. 

rascals 



The O p e ni ng o f  Ri cha rd �I  

Th e  Pi t a t  the Cu rt ai n  wa s j amme d wi th s pe c t a t o rs . The g re at ma j ­
o ri ty o f  them we re foll owe rs o f  Lo rd E s s e x .  T h e  boxe s and galle r­
i e s  we re c rowd e d  t o o , and many o f  th e no bi li ty p re s en t  favo re d the  

Ea rl and · hi s li b e ral c au se .  The nati on wa s i n  d e s pe ra t e  n e ed o f  a 
change o f  rule rs . They we re i n  a ri o t ou s  mood a s  the y  e a si ly ab s o rb e d  
t h e  late s t  l e s s o n  taught b y  the g re at e s t  T e a ch e r England ahd t h e  We s ­
t e rn wo rld have eve r · knawn . 1 Wi th gli tt e ri n g  p h ra se �  a n d  s c ene s heavy 
wi th d rama and t ra gedy , 'F ranci s Ba con va s reveali ng f o r  all to s e e  how 
a c o rrupt and wo rth l e s s  mo na rch co uld b e  l e gally di s po s s e s s ed o f  hi s 
throne 4 T o d ay ,  almo s t  fou r hund red y e a r s  la t e r ,  hi s Play s s ti ll s o  
t e a c h . 

The sun o f  j uly 2 8th wa s wa rm on the p l aye r s  of Lo rd Chamb e rl ain . 
The summe r b re e z e sti r re d  round the packed  audi enc e i n  the Pi t and wa f­
ted thei r sti nk to the " quali ty" in the b oxe s .  Thi s _wen t  a ll unn o ti c ed 
by the spe ctat o rs , caught up i n  the hypnoti c s pe l l  o f  t he mi ghty t ra g e ­
d y  befo re t hem. Y e s ,  even i ncludi ng two i nc o n s pi cuou s i n  a pri va t e  box 
at  s tage l e ft , the unknown but s u s pe c t e d  playwri t e and Lady H a t to n ,  

I t  wa s A ct IV , S c ene I .  The a c ti o n  wa s lai d i n  We s tmi n s t e r Hall . 
T he Lo rd s  s pi ri tual we re on  the ri ght si d e  o f  t h e  hall and the empty 
t h rone . The Lo rd s  t empo ral we re o n  t he l � f t , the Commo n s  b e low� B o l ­
i ngb rok e , Hen ry IV- to-·b e , ente re d  wi th re gal pomp , . surround ed b y  Lo rd s ,  
Bi sho p s and a t t e ndant s .  Li ! li b e t  l e an e d  cl o s e  t o  F ranci s without taki n g  
he r eye s of f the s ta ge . 

nA t l a st , a real ki n g  i s  t o  a s c end t he t h ro ne . "  

"Y e s , " F ranci s \lhi s p e re d , " fi r s t  .... the re had t o  b e  thi s bu si ne s s  of 
c ha rge s  a gain s t  Ki ng Ri cha rd and hi s henchme n ,  e ven i f  t he re c-bllldn ' t  
b e  a t ri al . "  

That ou t o f  the liay , th e Duke o f  Y o rk ent e red ,wi th a t te nd a nt s ,  
bea ri n g  t he s c e pt re , the ro d o f  powe r.  

" G re a t  Duke o f  Lanca s t e r ,  I c ome t o  the e 
F rom plume - plucke d Ri c ha rd , who wi th wi lli n g  s oul 
A d opt s the e hei r 1  and hi s hi gh s c e p t re yi eld s 
T o  the po s s e s si o n  o f  thy ro yal hand s ;  
A s cend hi s th rone , d e s c endi ng now f ro �  him , -­
A nd l on g  live H e n ry ,  o f  that name the F ou rth ! "  

H e n ry B oli ngb ro ke moved fo rwa rd wi t h  s u re s t e p , g ra sp e d  the p ro f ­
f e red s c e pt re fi rmly and turn e d  t o wa rd the t h ron e . 
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and a magni fi c ent flou ri n h  o f  hi s  newly a c qui re d s c e pt �e ,  s p a k e  o ut . 

"F e t ch hi th e r  Ri c ha rd , that i n  c ommon vi � w  he  may s u r re nd e r ;  s o  
we

, 
s hal� vro c e e d  wi thout s u s pi c

.
i on . " 

lvi th a n  " I . will b e  hi s conduc t , "  the Duke o f  Y o rk moved of f stage 
qui ckly, and · the  new H e n ry I V , B o li ngb ro k e , s poke a gain • . 

" Lo rd s ,  you that a re h e r e  und e r  ou r a r re s t ,  p ro cu re yo u r  su re ti e s  
f o r  you r d ay s  o f  •nswe r �  -- Li t tl e  a re we b ehold e n  t o  your love . " He  
looked  di re c tly and s te rnly at  the Bi shop o f  Ca rli sle who had j us t  
p ro phe si e d  ruin f o r  hi s rei gn , "A nd li ttle looked  fo r a t  U!!.l: hel pin g 
hand s . "  

The re wa s a rus tl e  a t  the ba�k . The Duke of Y o rk re turned wit h  
Ri cha rd I I  a nd a tt endant s ,  One o f  t h em bo r e  t h e  c ro wn o n  a cu shi on .  
Burbage , a s  Ri cha rd II , roll e d  out the mou rnful lin e s .  

··· . .  

"Alack , why am I s e nt f o r  t o  a kin g ,  
B e fo re I hav e sho ok o f f  the re gal t h ought s 
\vhe rewi t-h I have rei,g ne d ?  I ha rdly yet hav e  

l e a rne d 
To i n si nua t e , to  f l a t t e r ,  b ow a nd bend my limb s ! 
T o  giv e  s o rrow l eave awhi l e  to  tut o r me 
To t hi s  submi s si o n .  Y e t  I well rememb e r 
The favo rs o f  the s e  men ;  we re they not mine ? · 
D i d  th ey not s ome t i me c ry ,  A ll hai l t o  me ? "  

Hi s l on ely fi gu re s t d od b e twe en the a s s emble d  Lo rd s .  H e  li f t e d  
hi s hand , s ho rn o f  t h e  ri n g s  o f  powe r ,  and t u rned a h a l f  ci rcle , 
poi nti ng to  all tho s e  wh o h a d  ha.i l ed hi m a s  thei r rul e r .  The va st 
audi enc e i n  Pi t and galle ri e s  we re hu she d . A few of the Lo rd s  on 
s t a ge s hi f t e d  unea si ly in sympathy and l o oked  a bo u t  th em fo r si gn s o f . 
a reve rsi on o f  f e eli ng L to �a rd Ri cha rd'. The st oney fa ce s o f  the  ma j o r­
i ty indi c a t e d  thei r s e t  wi l l s . He co ntinue d hi s lame nt . 

"S o J uda � di d to Ch ri s t ;  bu t he , i n  twelve , 
F ound t ruth i n  all but , o n e ; I ,  i n  twel ve thou s and , 

none . 
God save the king l -- Wi ll no ma n say ame n ?  
Am I b o th p ri e s t  and cle rk ?  '�e ll t he n ,  ame n . 
God s ave the ki n g !  althou gh I b e  no t he ; 
A nd ye t ,  ame n ,  i f  h e aven do t hi nk hi m me . - ­

T o  do what s e rvi c e  am I s e nt fo r hi the r? " 

Ri'chard l o o k e d  hap l e s sly a round a nd Y o t-k s t e pp e d  f o rwa rd . 

" T o  do that o f fi c e  o f  thi ne own g o o d  wi l\ 
Whi ch ti red ma j e s ty di d make the e offe r , -­
The re si gna ti o n  of t hi s t a t e  and c rown 
To  Hen ry Boli ngb ro ke . "  

The re wa s an awkwa rd s i l e n c e  �bi l e  the p re s su re o f  the a s s emble d 
audi enc e 1 on sta ge and o ff , f o rc ed Ri c h a rd t o  d o  wha t he would not d o  
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.-- exc e p t  tho s e  who we re hi g hly di stu rb e d  by t hi s p ro ce du r e . 

" Th e re i s  n o  p re c e d e nt i n  all E n g li s h  hi s t o ry fo r thi s ki nd of 
c e remony , '' the E a rl o f  S h rews bu ry tu rne d  t o  6e ci l  ba c k� in t he shad ows . 
" I s  i t  no t d ange rou s i n  the s e  t roubl ed time s t o  p o rt ray s u c lt ma t te r  
baldly b e f o re the mob ? "  \ 

B e fo re C e ci l  c ould reply , Ri c ha rd s p o ke out o n  the s t a g e , " Give 
me the c ro wn , "  and g e s tured t o  t he mo blema n c a r ryi ng t h e  ci rcl e t  of 
gold and j ewe l s .  r 

A s  i t  wa s hand e d  t o  him a ro a r  o f  a p p roval wel l e d  f �  t h e  Pi t .  
T h e  E s s e x  men and wome n c ould s c a rc e  co nt ro l  thei r e xci teme nt . T hey 
di d n ' t  want t o . Ri cha rd s t ro d e  t o  t h e  t h ro ne . Wi thout kne eli n g  he 
ext end e d  hi s · ri ght hand . 

" He re ,  c ou si n .,  s ei z e  the c rown ; o n  thi s si d e  my h and and o n  t ha t  
si d e  yo u rs . "  

Wi thou t a wo rd i n  re ply B o li n gb ro k e  re a ch e d - out hi s ri ght hand 
a nd g ra spe d i t .,  but Ri c ha rd wo uld no t l e t  go , an� s ai d : 

"N oli i s  t hi s gol d e n  c rown like a d e e p  wel l  
T ha t  owe s two bu c ke t s �  filling o ne a no th e r ;  
T he empti e r  eve r d an ci ng i n  t h e  ai r ,  
The o th e r down ,  uns e e n , a nd full o f  wa te r ;  
That buck e t  d own a nd full o f  t e a rs a m  I ,  
D ri nki n g  my g ri e f s , whi l st you mount o n  hi gh . "  

" I  thought you h a d  b e e n  wi lling to re si gn , "  re pl i e d  B o li ngb ro ke 
a s  he elut ch e d  that p re ci o u s  symbo l o f  rule rshi p ,  ho ldi n g  i t  s t e ad y  
be tw� e n  t he m .  They wai ted , eye t o  eye , fo r th e Pi t to qui e t  d own but 
the re wa s a s t e a dy mu rmu r f rom the re and the gllle ri e s tha t would no t 
still a t  thi s aud a ci o u s , h e ady d rama . 

"D ont gi ve i t  u p t 't almo s t  shou t e d  S h rews bu ry f rom hi s box . B a ck 
s tandi ng b e hind him ,  ano the r voi c e  e ch o e d  hi s command . I t  wa s S i r 
Hugh B e e s t o n ,  C e ci l ' s  ma n .  Th e re we re chai r s  t h e re f o r hi s u s e  but h e  
wa s rathe r a li t tl e  to o s o re i n  the behi nd t o  si t c omf o rt ably f o r l on g ! 
T he c rowd would not qui e t  so Ri c ha rd we nt on : 

"My c �o 11n I am; but s ti ll my g ri e f s  a re mi ne . 
Y ou may my gl o ri e s a nd my s t a t e  d e po s e , 
B u t  not my g ri e f s ; s till I am ki ng o f  .t h o s e . "  

11 P a rt o f  you r  c a re s you give me wi th you r e rown . 
Y ou r  c a re s  s e t  up d o  no t plu ck my c a re s  d own ;  
Y o u r  ca re i s , ga1 n o f  e a re , by new c a re won . 
The c a re s  I give , I have � though giv e n  away ; 
They t end th e c rown , ye t s till wi th me t hey s t ay . " 

B olingb ro ke i•p a ti e ntly t ug ged a t  the c rown b e twe e n  t he m. "A re 
you c o ntented to re si gn the c rown ? "  he d emand e d , a nd tugged a gai n .  
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"Ay , n o  -- " Ri cha rd s ai d  re g re t fully , but fin all y  d ro ppe d · hi s 
hand t o  hi s si d e  and turn e d  a way . 

" T re a s on , d amnable t re a s o n l "  mut te re d  C e ci l  i n  hi s box and c o ntin-
ued hi s n ot e s .  ' 

" Can t thi s t re a ch e ry b e  s t o pped ? '* s ai d  S h re ws bu ry t u rni ng to C e ­
ci l a gain . 

" T o d ay ?  N o , "  rep li e d  C e c i l . " T omo rrow? Y e s !  A nd I ha ' my way 
wi th he r Ma j e s ty ,  the s e  mangy s c ene - s hake rs will n e ' e r  t read th e s e 
bo a rd s  a gai n t '• 

l 
O n s t a g e , B u rbage a s  Ri c ha rd II turne d t o  the multi tud e . / He would 

n o t  wa t ch as Hen ry t ri e d the c rown o n  hi s own head � and
. 

s e t tle d i t  
fi rmly the re whi l e  Ri cha rd s p o ke a g ai n : 

" - - no ay ; fo r I mu s t  n othi ng be . 
The re f o re n o  no , f o r I re si gn t h e e . 
N ow ma rk me how I wi ll undo mys e l f : 
I gi ve thi s he avy wei ght f rom o f f  my head , 
A nd thi s un�d eldly s c e p t re f rom my hand , 
The p ri d e  of ki ngly sway f rom my h e a rt ; 
Wi t h  min e  own t e a rs I wa s h  away my balm , 
Wi th mi ne own hand s I gi ve away my c ro wn ,  
Wi t h  mi ne own to n gue d e ny my 1 s a c re d  s t a t e , 
Wi t h  mi ne own b re a t h  re le a s e  all duty ' s  ri t e s :  
A ll pomp and ma j e s ty I d o  f o r swe a r ;  
My mano r s ,  re nt s , revenue s I f o re g � ;  
M y  a c t s , d e c re e s ,  a nd s tatute s · I d e ny ;  
God pa rd o n - all o a t h s  tha t a re b roke t o  me l 

(, 

Hake me , that no thi ng have , wi th no t hi n g  g ri eve d , 
A nd thou wi t h  all ple a s e d , tha t ha s all achi e ve d ! 
Long may s t  thou live i n  Ri cha rd ' s  s e a t  to si t .  
A nd so o n  li e Ri cha rd i n  an e a rthy pi t !  
God save Ki n g  H e n ry ,  unki n g e d  Ri ch a rd s ays , ­
A nd s e nd hi m many ye a rs o f  sun s hi ned d ay s !  -- 11 

) 

I I f  

\ 
( 

. '-. 

I , 
The re wa s a roa r  f rom t he Pi t a s  t h o ugh , i n  t ru t h , Ri c ha rd had 

/ 

c rown e d  a ne w king f o r  Engla nd ri ght t he r e  o n  t he s t a g e t to b ri ng , ne w 
hope t o  an unhap py land , d e p re s s e d  by a d e s po t  f a r ,  fa r t o o l on g  in 
powe r and s t e ep e d  in c o rrup ti on . The Lo rd s  t emp o ral a nd the Lo rd s  spi r­
i tual to s s e d  thei r ha t s  and c he e re d  li ke any c ommon e r .  Ha t s ,  pur s e s 
and o th e r a rti cle s we re t o s s e d i n  the ai r .bY th e a udi e nc e .. S ome fl ew 
up on the s ta ge to add to the gai e t y  of the o c c a s i o n . Ri c h a rd lo o k e d  
t �  th e Lo rd s t e mpo ral a nd s p o k e  a g ai n  whe n  t h e  noi s e h a d  sub si d e d . 

11\'lha t mo re · remai n s ? " 

" N o  mo re but tha t you re ad the s e  a c cu s a ti () n s· , "  rep li e d  N o rthumbe r­
land h a s t :i.ly , " and the s e  g ri e vous c ri me s  c o mmi t e d  by you r fo ll owe r s  
a gai n s t t he s t a t e  and p ro fi t  o f  thi s l and ; tha t ,· by c o nf e s si ng them , 
the s oul s o f  men may d e em t ha t  you a re wo rthi ly d e po s ed . "  
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N o rt humbe rland th ru s t  the li s t  o f  Ri c h a rd ' s  c ri me s  i nt o  the reluc ­
t a n t  hand s o f  the d ep o s e d  ki ng . He d ei gne d n o t  t o  l o o k  a t  i t ,  bu t wi t h  
pene t rati n g  and rep ro a chful ga� .. e i nt o  the Lo rd ' �  eye s , q ue s ti o ne d  him :  

"Mu s t  I d o ? and mu s t  I ravel o u t  
My we ave d up folli e s ?  Gentle N o rthumb e rla nd , 
I f  thy o ff e n c e  we re upo n  re c o rd ,  
Would i t  n o t  shame then i n  s o  f ai r a t ro o p  
T o  rea d a le c tu re t o  them?" 

He tu rned sl owly , wit h  ki ngly g e s tu re , c a t c hi ng the eye of eve ry­
one p re s e n t . He s h o o k  t h e  pape r a t  them : 

" I f  thou wou l d s t ,  
T he re sh�ul d s t  thou fi nd one bei nou s , a rti cle 
C o ntain i n g  the d e p o s i n g  o f  a ki n g , 
A nd c ra cki ng the s t ro n g  wa rrant o f  an o a th , - ­

Ma rk ed wi t h a blot , d amn� d  in the b o o k  of he ave n : - ­
N ay ,  all o f  you tha t s tand and l o ok u·pon ,  
Whi l s t  t ha t  my wret che dne s s  d oth b ai t mys e l f 1 - ­
Though s ome o f  you , wi th Pi la te , wa sh you r h a nd s ,  
S ho wi n g  a n  o ut wa rd pi ty ; yet you Pi la t e s 
Have he re d elive re d me t o  my s o u r  c ro s s , 
A nd wa t e r ca nnot wa s h  away you r  si n . " 

The re wa s a mu rmu r o f  sympathy f ro m  t h e  c o n s e rva ti ve s ,  and a 
o f  applau s e  fo r t hi s movi ng s c e ne ; i t  wa s wel l  d eliv e re d . N o rthumbe r­
land add re s s e d  hi m mo re u rg e n tly � a f t e r a g e s tu re of i mpa ti e n c e  f rom 
B olin g b roke , t he c rown now wel l  s e t tl e d  upon hi s f ai r head . 

"My lo rd ,  d e s pa t ch ; rea d  o ' e r  the s e  a rti cle s ! " 

"Mi n e  eye s a re full o f  t e a rs , I c annot s e e 1 
A nd ye t s alt wa t e r bli nd s  them no t s o  muc h  
But they c a n  s e e a s o rt o f  t rai t o rs he re ,  
Nay , i f  I t u rn min e  eye s upon mys el f  
I fi nd mys e l f  a t rai t o r wi th the r e s t ; 
F o r I have given he re my s o ul ' s  c o n se n t  
T o  und e ck the pompou s bo dy o f  a kin g ;  
M a k e  gl o ry  ba s e , a n d  s o v e rei gnty a s lave ; 
P roud ma j e s ty a subj e ct ,  s t a t e  a p e a s ant . " 

"My l o rd - - '' b roke i n  N o rthumbe rland , but Ri cha rd wa s n o t  1:o b e ­
d e ni ed hi s la s t  wo rd ; a nd up i n  hi s b o x ,  F ranci s B a c o n , mi nd and emo ­
ti on s  w rapped up i n  t hi s t ra ge d y , clut ched Li 1li be t ' s  g o o d  hand t o  hi s 
hea rt -- f ro m  whe n c e  t he comi ng wo rd s o f  Ri c h a rd had b e e n  wrung li ke 
bl o o d , d ro p  by d ro p �  

" Te l l  i t ! " be mut t e red fi e rc e ly . " Tell i t Z "  and a s  Ri cha rd c o n­
ti nu ed , b re a the d the tell-tale ·wo rd s wi t h  him .  

« N o  l o rd o f  mi ne , t h o u  haught i n s ul ti �g man ,  
N o r  no man ' s  l o �d ;  I have no name , no ti tle 
No , n o t  that name wa s give n me a t  the f on t , · 
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�ut ' ti s  u s u rpe d : - - ala ck t he h e avy day 
That I have wa rn s o  many ldnt e rs out , 
And know n o t  wha t name t o  call mys e l f ! 
0 that I we re a mo ck� ry-kin g o f  snow,  
S tan di ng b e f o re the sun of  B o li �gb ro ke , 
To mel t  my s e l f  away i n  wa t e r-d rop s ! --
Go o d  kin g ,  -- g re a t  king , -- and n ot g re at ly goo � , 
And i f  my wo rd b e  s t e rlin g  yet i n  E ng la nd , 
Le t i t  c ommand a mi rro r hi the r s t rai ght , 
Tha t i t  may sh ow me wha t a f a c e  I have . "  

<::..._ 

B o li n gb ro k e , the new Ki ng , Hen ry IVth , i s s ui ng hi s fi r s t  commapd 
a s  ki ng , o rde red tha t  a mi rro r b e  f e t ch ed f o r  Ri cha rd . 

" Pl e a s e , F ranci s , "  

Lilli be t t ri ed i n  vai n t o  rel e a s e  he r h a nd f ro m  hi s g ra sp .  He r 
s t ru ggle pul l e d  hi.s a tt e nti o n  f rom the s t a g e  t o  he r .  The gle am o f  
wi l d  rebel li o n ,  ang e r, pai n ,  f ru s t ration i n  hi s eye s wa s f ri ght e ni n g  
i n  i t s  i nt e n si ty .  S ud d e nly awa re ,  h e  relax� d hi s g ri p  o n  he r sli ghtly , 
rai s e d  the b rui s e d  fle s h  to  hi s li p s  f o r  o n e  t e nd e r  ki s s ,  and d ro pp e d  
i t  wi th a cove ri ng laugh and a n  a p o l o gy .  I f  she had ho p e d  fo r s ome ex­
planati on o f  hi·s s e c re t  i t  wa s n o t  f o rthcomi n g  no w.  

The re wa s ano the r  i n  the Theat re on  who m t h e  impo rt o f  tho s e  lin e s  ' 
wa s  no t lo s t . Whe n C e ci l  he a rd tho s e  wo rd s ,  " I  have no name , no ti t l e  

, • • • a nd I know n o t  1Wha t nara.e to  call mys el f , "  hi s ra ci n g  pen p o i  s e d  
f o r  a moment a t  thi s publi c c o n f e s si on o f  hi s Que e n ' s  s on .  

" A n ' Robe rt C e ci l  ha ' anythi n g  to say a bout i t , ye ' ll go namel e s s  
t o  the  g rave ! "  he mut te red . 

Hea ri rt g  t he mut t e ri ng S h rewsbu ry and B e e s t o n  l o o k e d  a t 1 the  S e c re ­
t a ry of S ta te que sti oningly but C e ci l  qui e t e d  them wit h  a ge s tu re ; fo r 
on  the s t a ge , a ft e r  l o o king at him s e l f  and deli v e ri n g  mo re re p ro a ch ful 
li ne s ,  Ri cha rd s ha t t e red the mi r ro r i n  a tho us and pi e c e s a nd Hen ry o r­
d e re d  him away to t h e  T owe r .  

A no th e r roa r f rom th e Pi t s to pp e d  the a c ti on f o r  minut e s  at  thi s 
climax o f  the g re a t  d rama o f  th e d e po si t i o n o f  a n  evi l  E n gli sh kin g ,  
a s  F ranci s B a c o n  taught hi s co ntempo ra rie s that i t  had b e e n  don e  a nd 
c o uld b e  d o n e  a gai n i f  ne ce s s a ry ,  l e gally ! Thi s wa s the ve ry c en t ral 
me s sa ge o f  t he play a s  he ' d  in t end e d  i t .  ] t  had s t ru c k  a re s o undi n g  
no t e  in t h e  he a rt s  o f  the audi e nc e , that wa s o bvi o us . The remain�n g 
s ce n e s c on ce rn e d  �h ems elve s wi th H e n ry ' s  c o n s olid a ti o n  o f  hi s po si ti on ,  
a fine s tu dy i n  th e handlin g of powe r ,  and the elimi na ti o n  o f  hi s en- · 

emi e s  i n  the go ve rnmen t  in cludi ng , fin ally , the  a s s a s si na ti on o f  Ri ch­
a rd .  Thi s blo ody b u si ne s s  cau s e d  B oli n gb ro ke t o  cl o se the play wi th 
the s e  re g retful , i mmo rtal rhymed c ouple t s : 

" Lo rd s , I p ro t e s t , roy s oul i s  full o f  wo e ,  
That bl o o d  s ho uld s p ri nkle me to  make me g row ; 
Come , mo u rn wi th me f o r  tha t I d o  lament , 
A nd put o n  s ull e n  black i nc o nti nent . 
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I ' ll mak e  a v oya g e  t o  t h e  H oly Land , 
T o  wa s h  thi s bl o o d  o f f  f rom my gui lty hand : 
Ma rc h  sadly a f t e r ;  g ra c e  my mo•rni ng h e re , 
I n  wee pi n g  af t e r tbi s unti mely bi e r . "  

A s  the cu rtai n fell a t  t he Cu rtai n o n  the l a s t  a c t  o f  the fi r s t  
pe rfo rmance o f  Ri c ha rd II i n  Lond o n ,  J uly 28 , 1 5 9 7 che e rs and a pplau s e  
d rew the ma gni fi c e nt c a s t  back fo r bow a f t e r b ow. F ranci s a pplaud e d  
wi th all en thus i a sm a n d  Lil l1 b e t s t o od c l o s e  b e si de him ,  wavi ng he r -
g o o d  ri ght hand and c he e ri n g  wi t h  the re s t .  U nnoti c e d  i n  the exci t e ­
ment , . a c ro s s  the way f ro m  them, two v e ry unenthu s i a sti c s pe c ta t o r s  
p re pa re d  t o  l eave thei r b o x .  C e c� l  ha d al re ady s e nt B e e s to n  t o  o rd e r 
up thei r c a rri a ge wi th a "we make a ha s ty exi t ! '' 

ttH e r  Ma j e s ty wi l l  h e a r o f  t hi s , " h e  sai d t o  S h rewsbu ry a s  he · _ 

th ru st note s ,  quil l  and i nk i n  a d e s pa t ch c a se and cl o s e d  the li d wi t h 
a n  emphati c snap . 

"Wf ' all ha s t e  in de e d , Si r Ro be rt , " repli e d  the E a rl a nd h e  op e ned 
the b ox d o o r i n t o  th e s till emp ty c o rri d o r o ut sid e .  ''A f te r -you . "  

Clu t c hi n g  hi s ca se o f  p re ci ou s  a nd i n c ri mi na ti ng no t e s  und e r  h i s  
a rm ,  t he Quee n ' s  S e c re ta ry o f  S ta t e  lu rched out a nd o n  hi $ way to a 
h o ped-f o r suc c e s s ful audi e n c e  wi th h e r Ma j e s ty a t  G re e nwi ch . 

Two thousand s p e c ta t o r s  s urged ou t o f  the Curt ai n  afte r t hat fi r s t  
pe rf o rma nc e ,  li t tl e  re ali z i n g  tha t  i f  C e ci l  had hi s way wi th t h e  Que en ,  
i t  wo uld be the l a s t , f o r  s eve ral mo nth s .  The ma j o ri ty of the audi e nc e  
h e a d e d  t owa rd t h e  Ci ty . Had t h e  E a rl o f  E s s ex b e en t he re hi s foll owe • s  
would h ave gathe �ed rou nd him f o r a �ou sing s e s si on ove � t he poli ti c a l  
impli c a ti o n s  o f  Ri cha rd I I ' s  d ep o si ti on ;  ne ve rt hel e s s , t he tave r n s  o n  
the ro ad t o  the Ci ty we re cl amo ro u s  wi th thei r no i s e .  

The Ea rl !  The E a rl !  Y e s ,  ye s ,  the Ea rl l  E s s ex would b ri ng an 
e nd to h a rd time s and put m e n  back to wo rk . E s s e x  would reduc e the 
p ri ce of c o rn an t h e  we re the rul e r o f  Engl and Z Y e s ,  and E s s ex woul d 
c on que r England ' s  mo rt al e nemy ,  S pai n ,  turn the C a th oli c c au s e t o  sha m­
bl e s ,  and b ri n g  the K i n g  o f  S pai n , Phi li p ,  to Lon d o n  i n  chai n s . Y e s ,  
ye s ,  the l at e s t  rhyme s f rom the mi gh ty pen of F ran c i s B a c o n  wo rke d  a 
p o t e nt s pell i n  Lo nd o n  th a t  l a s t  we e k  i n  J uly , 1 5 9 7 . E re ma ny h o u r s  
we re p a s s e d  the re sul t s would b e  known t o  all . 

Li lli b e t  want e d  t o  b e  ho me wi th he r f amily o r  she and F ranci s 
mi ght have j oi n e d  A nthony B a c on �  the E a rl o f  S ou tham pt o n ,  P e ne l o pe 
Ri c h , Lady E s s e x ,  Ri c h a rd d e  Bu rgh a nd othe r s  a t  Cba r t e rho u s e  to t oa s t  
the l at e s t  s u c c e s s  o f  Lo rd Chamb e rl ai n ' s  Playe r s  a t  the Cu rtain . A fte r 
e s c o rti n g  he r t o  her d o o r a t  Ha t to n  Hou s �  he wen t  on t o  hi s qua rte rs 
at G ray ' s lnn . Hi s planned p ro g ram· of s tudy and wri tin g in phi l o s o phy 

· and d rama wa s falli ng b e hi nd a f t e r the e vent s of the pa s t  t wo d ay s . 
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A n  A udi e n c e  Wi t h  The Que en 
) ) 

"S he wa s p e rhap s the �o s t  si ngula r b ei n g 
Tha t ti l l  t hi s d ay thi s i sl a nd di d p ro du c e . "  

F ra nci s Ba con ' s  Ci phe r S to ry 

I 

england ' s  a ged mona rch b o a s t e d  that she wa s always avai l abl e t o  / 
he r subj e c t s ,  and · s o  �he wa s ,  i n  he r way . T ru e , s he n ev e r l e f t  
the li t tl e  i sl a nd ki ngdom i n  a l l  he r l o ng yea r s ; a nd l i ke a ll 

g re a t � rgani z e rs she g ave a t t e nti o n  t o  t he sma ll e xt d e tail o f  nati onal 
li fe . 5 

In hi s ci phe r s to ry ,  B a c o n  w ro t e  about hi s mo t he r ,  "S he wa s n o t  
only wi s e  i n  the l aws o f  the c ount ry and o f  a hi gh s pi ri �  i n  the bu s i ­
ne $ s  o f  the C rown ; b u t  we s b e si d e s b o t h  li t t l e  a n d  me an , i n somuc h  that 
she c ommo nly re s t rain t e d  t he c o u rs e  a nd p ro c e e di ng s  of h e r  mi ni s t e r s  
and s e rvant s ,  f o r f e a r  they woul d ove rt o p  and o ve r shad ow h e r . " 

A t  the ti me o f  thi s s t o ry i n  1 5 9 7 , Eli z a b e t h  had nouri she d h e r 
vani ty t o  eno rmo u s  p ro p o rti ons . A ll England ' s  s u c c e s s e s  we re he rs ;  
all mi s take s we re a t t ri bu t e d  t o  the " d ri f t s  and rea ch e s " , t o  the 
" e rro rs and sl e e pi n g s "  of �e r mi ni s-te rs a nd s e rvant s .  

Opp,o si ti o n  o f  any ki nd c au s e d  he r t o  bla z e and _ flame up i n  a hy s ­
te ri c al f re nzy whi c h  f o rc e d  wi s e  me n o f  t h e  empi re " t o  ei the r gi ve n o  
c oun s e1 i n  ma t t e rs o f  s t a t e  o r  el s e  gi ve i t  wi t h  g re a t  sluggi shne s s  

' 

and ba ckwa rdne s s , f rami n g  thei r s p e e ch i n  s o  i nt a n gi bl e  a ma nn e r that 
it appe a r s  not plai nly by thei r rema rk s wha t  ki nd of p ri nci pl e s they 
fi r s t  advan ce . "  

( . 

The re wa s only o ne way i nt o  the g ra e e  o f  Que e n  Eli z ab e th , "wo r s hi p  
o f  he r vi rtue , wi s d om a nd p e r s o n" . I t  wa s o nly a ft e r an e ndle s s  and 
nau s e o us ext olli n g  o f  he r vi rtue s tha t a suppli c ant wo ul d c auti ou sly 
gi ve t he rea s o n  f o r hi s pe ti t i o n ,  in the vai n hop e that t h e  Que en would 
he a r  hi m out wi thout re cei vi ng f rom h e r in re tu rn a s t o rm o f  a bu s e .  

O n  thi s l a t e  a ft e rno o n  o f  the f� r s t  p e rfo rman c e  o f  Ri c ha rd II , 
Eli z abe th I wa s a c c e s si bl e  t o  he r p e ople - - a s  s he c l ai med - - and wa s 
e nt e rt ai ni n g  and b e i n g  ente rt ai ned i n  he r sumptuou s pal a c e  by the �i v e r 
Th�me s the re i n  G re e nwi c h .  S h e  i s  su rround e d  by youth a nd b e auty , 
who c ome at the c ommand o f  t hi s wi l fu l  old woman whe t h e r they li k e  i t  
o r  no t .  But the favo r o f  the old \ d e s p o t  had i t s  c omp e n s a ti o n s  i n  p re s -
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ti ge o r  mo ney , o r po14'e r ,  o r  a 11 th re e . 

Ni ght and day ,  we e k  i n  and we e k  ou t ,  yea r  i n  and yea r out , the re 
wa s alway s some o n e  wai ti ng t o  p e ti ti o n  t h e  Que e n ;  u sually d o z e n s , s ome ­
time s hund re d s ,  spe ndin g e ndl e s s  hou r s  o n  t h e  f ri ng e s o f  t he cou rt , 
pa ti ently hoping fo r a h e a ri n g  a nd mi ra c l e  of  mi racl e s , a n  a c tual re ­
d re s s o f  g ri evanc e s .  Whe n he r pl e a s u re s  and dalli ance s paled the re 
wa s aluays the dive r si o n . o f  allowi ng s ome ci tiz e n  t o  come f o rwa rd wi t h  
hi s pl e a . I t  c ould b e  e nt e rtai ni n g . I t  wo uld gi ve Eli z ab e th a chanc e 
t o  revel i n  he r limi tl e s s  p owe r -- by havi n g  the  unfo rtunat e  b e a t e n  
a nd th ro,in i n  j ai l , eve n murd e red .- - i f  i t  ple a se d  h e r .  I t co uld al s o  
give he r s ome i d e a  o f  t h e  t e mpe r of  t he ti me s .  

H e re i S  the Ea rl o f  N o rthumb e rland wi t h  a fellow,  cle an enough 
and wi th e nough educati o n  and go od  s pe e ch t o  have wo rke d  hi s way th rough 
a nd up the " chai n of command" l e adi n g  t o  t he th ron e .  Ha t i n  hand he 
pi tched hims el f  on hi s knee s .  Li s t e n  t o  thi s s uppli c a tio n ,  ty pi cal 
o f  many he a rd by F ra nci s B a c o n d u ri ng hi s c ountle s s  hou r s  at "'c ou rt 
whe re he , t o o , s ought the g ra c e  of He r G ra c e . 

"Mo s t  f o rtunate and f ai r que e n ,  o n  who se hea d  
Wi s d om h a th l ai d  h e r  c rown a n d  in who s e  ha nd s 
j u s ti c e  hath l e ft h e r ballance and h e r swo rd , 
Vouch s a f e  t o  he a r  and j ud ge a c ount ry c ont rove rsy ; 
F o r  the �e · i s  a s  g re a t  e qui ty i n  d e f e ndi n g  o f  
Po o r  me n ' o  oni on s  a s  o f  ri ch me n ' s  land s ; 
A nd a s  you a re s he o f  whom S ybi lla speak s ,  
The·  mi·aia c l e  o f  time and na tu re t s glo ry ,  
Vouc h s a f e  t o  pi ty t hi s  ' pl ai nt o f  yo ur po o r  b e ad sma n . 
I c al l  �y s e l f  in d e e d  a chape ron o f  t hi s  ga rd e ne r ,  
A nd I boa s t  o f  t h e  f o rtu ne tha t mo s t  · 

Lucki ly a s si gned me , th e me ane s t  o f  yo u f  
A � s embl e d  family , to d e f e nd thi n humb l e  man . "  

The re wa s a sti r amo ng the c ou rti e rs i n  the p re s e nc e  ro o m .  Eli z -
abeth ' s  eye s fli cke d qui ckly ove r the go rge ou s t hro ng t o  s ee he r S e c­
re t a ry o f  S ta t e  li mpi ng and l u rc hi n g  hi s way a c ro s s  t he shi ny fl o o r . 
Wi th him wa s the E a rl o f  S h rewsbu ry o S h e  re tu rne d he r a t t en t i o n  to  
he r s uppliant c ount ryma n . Hi s cl o th e s  had no s tyle , but g o o d  mo ney 
had b e e n  spent _ on them. 

"S e ei ng tha t you r ma j e s ty ha th tha t  tha t  
Ba s e r suul s , no t knowin g ,  cann o t  e ffe c t  
S ag e , g rave and wi s e  co un� el a nd 
Compl e t e  f eli ci ty 
I p ro p o s e to say s o me thi n g  wi thout 
Wand e ri n g  i nt o  p rai se s  of s o  ra re a que e n .  
F o r  p rai s e  i s  t h e  t ri but e o f  me n :  
F eli ci ty the gi ft o f  God ; but i n  o rd e r  
T o  gi ve the pe culi a r  b eauty and app ro p ri a t e  
J.�u s t re to  you. r hi ghn� s s ,  I s hould b e  such 
A pe rf e c t  o r3 t o r or pl e a d e r as Ci c e ro ,  
A nd no t a p ri n c e  o r  co urti e r ; fo r i f  I 
S hould e nt e r i nto you r  p rai s e s ,  whe the r 
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A gai n the rei gn s  o f  wome n  a re 
C ommonly ob s cu re d  by ma rri age , 
Thei r . p rai s e s  and a c ti o n s  pa s s i n g  t o  the 
C redi ·t of  thei r hu s band s ,  -- whe re a s  tho s e  
That c on tinue unma rri ed have thei r gl o ry enti re 
A nd p ro pe r t o  thsms elve s .  In h er ca s e  
T hi s i s  e s p e c i ally s o , i n a smu c h  a s  
S he ha s no help t o  l e an upon i n  
He r g ov e rnme nt e xc e pt su c h  a s  
S he h e rse l f  ha s p rovi d e d ; --
N o  own b ro t he r ,  no uncl e , no kin sman 
� f  the royal fami ly �  t o  share he r c a re s  
And·-:'! suppo rt he r autho ri ty .  But 
I mu s t  run i nt o  the hi s t o ry 
O f  he r li fe , but co nclu d e  my ta s k  •. 1' 

The hunchb a ck Ce ci l  ha d by thi s lurch ed hi s way t h rou gh the c rowd . 
Thi s wa s no g re a t  di f fi culty f o r  t he c ourti e rs mad e  way b e fo re him 
wi th ala c ri ty ,  a s  th ou gh f e a ri ng hi s v e ry t ouc h . He t ri ed to c u t  
sho rt t h e  suppli ant wi th a ge s tu re b u t  the que e n  wave d him a sid e . And 
the ab j e ct sub j e ct b e f o re h� r ,  f e e li n g  he ha d giv e n  suffi ci ent to 
swe e t e n  he r Ma j e s ty ' s  di s p o si ti o n ,  now at la s t  g o t  to the bu si ne s s 
a t  hand . 

" Thi s po o r  �an c ame to  me full so re 
Di s t re s s ed  th ro ugh the g rud ge o f  . 
The young e s t  s on o f  th e hono rable old man 
(Whom Cod ble s s  wi th a s  many ye a r s  and 
Vi rtu e s a s  the re be of him c on c ei v e d \ 
H o pe s and wi s he s )  who li ve s 
S ome fou r mil e s  henc e well 
l¥o rthy o f  so  h o no rable a pl a c e . 
Thi s young l o a c h  sp a re s no t the ga rd e n  
Of thi s p o �r man , but o n  th9  c o nt ra ry 
Wi t h  hi s be auti f ul '\'i. ole t s  and p ri.mro s e s 
(Who s e  b e auty shi ne t h  a s  the mo �ni ng cl e a r) 
Ha th made f re e , and f rom the 
Ve ry s owi n g  o f  t he s e e d s he  d o th 
D evi s e  calami ty f o r  the  p o\o r  mol e - ca tche r .  n 

' Ti l  now the po o r  man ' s  kne e s  had t ak e n  the unwont e,d p re s s u re 
wi th o ut complai n t ; but o f  a sud d en tha t hi ghly p o li she d pa rquet fl o o r  
was mi gh ty ha rd . H e  mo ved them sli ghtly and shi ft e d  f ro m  one to the 
o th e r ,  but f ound that one pa rt o f  the fl o o r  wa s a s  unyi e ldi ng a s  
anothe r .  

" !  t ol d  hi m o u r  p ri nc ely s ove rei gn wa s wel l  
Le tt e re d  and di s c re e t , a nd that b y  f a t e ' s  
A nd F o rtu ne ' s  g o o d  a sp e c t , s he ( i n  the s e  
U nhappy time s whe n  the ki ngd om i s  
Wi th i n te s ti ne f a c ti on o n  
O n  a c c o unt of  reli gi o n  labo ri n g )  wa s 
Rai s e d to s e t  upon he r kin gly f a the r ' s s e a t  
A nd we a r  i n  h o no r England ' s  ki ngly di a d em ; 
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To sway that ma s sy s c e p t re a nd t ha t  ·swo rd 
That awe d  the wo rld i n  hi s t riumphant hand , 
A nd now i n  he r! s  c omma nd s the e nemy ,  
A nd wi th di s h o no r d ri ve s the d a ri n g  f o e  
B a ck t o  hi s d e n , ti re d wi th 
S u c c e s sl e s s  a rms , we a ri e d ��th wa rs 
By land and wra c k  by s e a ; 
A nd that und e r  he r we live i n  s a f e ty 
A nd she  i n  hono r rei g n s  o ve r u s . 
S o  may she l o ng and e ve r may s he d o , 
U ntouched by t rai t �rou s  o r  t re a che rou s f o e . "  

\vi th hi s p re ci ou s  di s p atc h  c a s e  clut ched und e r o ne ann C e ci l  wo ul d 
have i nte rrupted the i nt e rminabl e di al o gue , but N o rthumb e rl and wa s b e ­
f o re him . Eve r  s o li ci t o u s  f o r  hi s Que en , t h e  Lo rd rai s ed a p ro te sti ng 
hand t o  the suppli ant . 

" N o t  s o  f a s t , swe e t si r, s o f t , s of t , 
T hi s mi rac l e  a nd que en o f  gems . ' 

I s  no t at the beck o t  eve ry man : who i s  
Ove rwrought by hi s nei ghb o rs ,· be c a u s e  
The  c a re s  o f  g ove rnment ought t o  b e  
D i s ti ngui she d f rom the s e vi l e r s o rt o f  c a s e s .  
Thi s sho uld be re f e rre d  t o  l e a rned ma gi s t ra t e s ,  
And n o t  to  the p ri n c e s s ,  whe n  othe r thi ng s 
Of g �e a te r wei ght t o  the s t a t e  a re l e f t  
F o r  want o f  ti me t o  l ow and vul ga r me n .  
The re f o re , thou should t t  n o t  have s p o ke n  o n '/t . " 

Wi t h  a sli ght a cknowl e d gment t o  N o rthumbe rla nd f o r havin g  int e r­
c e d e d , C e ci l  i n ch e d  f o rwa rd , but t ha t  wo rthy Lo rd had o nly p au s ed f o r 
b re a t h .  

" S he i s  t h e  bl o s s om end g r� c e  o f  c ou rt e sy ,  
And ( s tandi ng a s  s he d o e s ,  a s  a s hi eld 
A nd st ron ghold o f  d ef e n s e  agai n s t  
The f o rmidable  and o ve rbe a ri ng ambiti on 
O f  S pain ) ,  he r  re a s o n ' s  re a c h  and 
Hono r ' s  hei gh t have s e t  t he wo rld a t  ga� e , 
F o r  wo nd e rs such a s  she d o th p o s se s s  
'T�a a s e end rememb ranc e ' s  g o l d e n  re gi s t e r 
And re c ommend t o  ti me ' s  e t e rnity ; 
F o r  s e al ed up i n  the t re a s� re o f  he r he a rt 
That f re ed f rom Cup�d ' s  yoke. by fat e 
I s  p e e rl e s s  wi sdom and ma j e s ty ., " 

Eve r mi ndful o f  the Que e n ' s  un slake d thi r s t  f o r flatt e ry ,  N o rth­
umbe rland wa s d oi ng no b e t t e r than the oth� r fellow - - in ca r ryi ng 
the busi ne s s  o f  th e ki n gdom fo rwa rd ! 

· 

"Mu s t  we have thi s i nt e rmi nable p re amble t o  t ri yi a ! "  g rumbl ed 
C e ci l  und e r hi s b reath ; but  the s t omach-tu rnin g  f l ow o f  li e s  went o n ,  
now t o  t h e  c ommo ne r ,  now t o  the 9ue e n .  
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ay e t ,  would you have he r j ud ge thi s si mple t hi ng .  
I f  you wi l l  c o n sult . he r ma j e s ty ,  a sk he r 
T o  hel p  u s , t h ro u gh the l u s t e r aad gl o ry 
O f  he r n o bl e  mi nd , tn e s c api ng o r  d e f e a ti ng 
The f o rce s o f  the enemy o f  England ' s  p e a c e ; 
F o r  ma t te r o f  wa r i s  nowi s e  wanti n g . 
I t  i s  n o t  t o  mo nks  o r  cl o se t  penmen 
T ha t  we a re t o  l o o k fo r gui d anc e  
I n  such a c a s e , but t o  thi s memo rable 
Pe rso n amo ng p ri nc e s ,  she lvho i s  �v.e r  
O c cupi e d  i n  t he s tudy o f  the c ommonwe al th ' s  
A dvancement , t o  i mp ro ve o u r  uti li ty 
A s  did the empe ro r s  of G ra e ci a . "  

A c ho ru s  o f  a p p roving mu rmu rs c ame f rom the su rroundi�g syco phant s .  
Such empty p rai s e  of  Eli z ab e th had b e e n  thei r d aily and ni ghtly di e t  
f o r  ye a r s . N o rthumb e rl a nd d roned  o n . 

"A nd we know the re hath n o t  b e e n  si n c e  
Ch ri s t ' s  ti me a ny ki ng o r  t empo ral mona rch 
Who hath b e e n  so much a king 
A s  thi s f o rtuna t e woman . --
F o rtunat e i n  he r vi c t o ry ,  fo r whe n  
That S pani s h  fl e e t , g o t  u p  wi t h  s-o much 
T ravai l and fe rme nt , c ame plou ghi n g  
I nto o u r  channe l s , b y  he r fo rce s 
A nd he r c oun s e l s combine d s h e  
K e pt i t  und e r �  a n d  i t  neve r t o ok 
S o  much a s  a c o ck-beat a t  s e a ; 
Neve r fi red s o  muc h  a s  a c o t ta g e  on  the l a nd ; 
N e ve r eve n t ouche d t he s h o re ;  
But wa s fi rst  b e a t e n  i n  a b a t tl e  
A n d  the n di s pe r s e d  and wa s t e d  
I n  a mi s e rabl e fli ght , wi th many 
S hi pwre ck s , whi l e  on the g round a nd 
Te rri to ri e s  o f  England c o n s pi cuo u s . 
P e a c e  wa s not  o nly mai ntai ned by h e r ,  
But s h e  sent naval expedi ti on s bo th 
T o  the l ow cc unt ri e s  o f  F ra n c e , t o  
S c o tl and , t o  Po rtugal a n d  to ha ra s s  
The c ou rt s  o f  S pai n ;  and di s pa t ched 
F l e e t s  al s o  to t h e  I ndi e s ,  s ome 6 f  whi c h  
S ai l e d  a ro und th e gl o b e . "  

The re va s no o the r way to wi n the Qu e e n ' s  favo r but t o  s t omach 
the stuff . The suppli ant s hi ft e d  une a si ly o n  hi s b o ny kne e s  -- he 
wa s mo re u se d  to livi ng on hi s f e e t !  The re wa s a sli gh t ri pple o f  a p­
plau s e  f rom th e c rowd a round the t h rone . Clut c hi ng � s  di spatch c a � e  
unde r hi s a rm , C e ci l  clapp e d  hi s hand s poli t e ly alon g wi th the re s t  a t  
N o rthumbe rland ' s  d e s c ri pti on o f  t h e  gha s tly failu re o f  the S pani sh A r­
mad a ,  and hoped thi s wa s the end ; but the re wa s mo re t o  c ome . 

"A �omani s h  pe o�le mi ght well e nough 
Be gove rned by a woman , but that 
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Can be rule �  ove r by a woman i s  i n d e e d  
A ma t te r fo r t h e  hi ghe s t  admi rati on . "  

Enthu s e d  by the musi c o f  hi s own di s cou rs e , No rthumbe rl a nd sawe d 
the ai r wi th hi s ri ght hand . 

" Bl e s s e d  b e  God ; 
T hat hath sent  u s  su ch a g raci ou s 
Le a rned , vali ant a nd s tai nl e s s  que e n !  
B e s h re w  me , but I d o  hold' h e r hi ghe r 
In i n te l l e c tual ma tt e rs  than a ny ki n g  
B o rn i n  th e p a s t  o r  p re s ent . 
A nd f o r her gi ft o f  s pe e ch I call t o  mi nd wh� t 
C o rneli u s  T a ci tu s  s ai th o f  A ugu s tu s  Cae s a r  
Tha t hi s s tyle o f  spe e ch wa s flowi ng and p ri .n c eli ke ; 
And he r o wn n a ti ve and o ri gi na l  na ti o'ns  . 
A re p ro o f  she  d o th st re nu o u sly and dili ge ntly 
Revolve and revi s e  t h e  subj e c t , and d o th no t 
T a ke hold · i n  a s up e rfi ci al way 
Of any ma tt e r of co ns e que nc e . "  

F o rty yea rs o f  t hi s  dai ly di e t  o f  fla tt e ry had ma d e  i t  part o f  
the ma chine ry o f  s t a t e . O f  c ou r s e  i t  sl owe d  d own the b u si ne s s  o f  gov­
e rnment imme a su rably . Lea rne d ,  . abl e men t a c t fully ke pt away f rom 
Cou rt a s  muc h  a s  po s si bl e . P re f e rri ng no t � o  " row a gai n s t  . t h e  s t re am" . 
T hi s ma d e  ro om f o r  f o o l s  and mount eb ank s , s c ou nd rel s li ke C e ci l  wh o 
c ould mak e  g re at " p re ten s e  o f  {ju s t  d e li b e rati on and d e ci si on'! .  Amon g  
thi s p ri z e  colle cti on o f  j a ck s t raws Eli z �b e t h  di d ind e e d s tand out li k e  
a gi ant o f  in t ell e c t  a n d  p owe r .  S o ,  whi l e  he r ki n g d om wa s pla gue d on 
eve ry si d e  by real t ro uble s th� t went un s olve d , ahe g raci o u s ly li s t en ­
e d  t o  thi s man ' s  c ompl ai nt a n d  o rd e re d  tha t i t  b e  l o ok e d  i n t o ! 

C e ci l  c aught he r) �ye ,  fi nally , and wi t h  a wave o f
.

di smi s sal she 
g ra s ped he r eve r- p re s en t  s t a ff and ro s e . The su r ro undi n g  c ou rti e rs 
and · ladi e s-i n-wai ti ng b owe d , knelt i n  wav e s ,  and England ' s  g re a t e st  
que e n  h e a d e d  f o r h e r  p ri vy chamb e r . S h rews�u ry s taye d b e hi nd . C e ci l  
s t a gge re d and limped a l o n g  di s c re e tly h e hi nd he r .  Wha t a pai r t h ey 
mad e ,  the one a p e rf e c t  c omplimeqt to th e o the r .  

"My fo o l , "  Eli z ab e th s o me ti me s  playfully cal l e d  him , but i f  t h e  
t ruth we re known i t  wa s t he o t h e r way a ro und ! O nc e  i n  t h e  p ri vy cham­
be r C e ci l  a sk e d  tha t they b e  qui t e  alone . H e r  ma j e s ty reluctantly 
di smi s s e d  h e r la ifi·e s .  ) 

"N ow wha t  i s  t hi s  that call e t h  fo r su ch s e c re cy and cann o t  awai t � 

the C ounci l me e ti ilg ? "  S he a sk e d , somewhat i rk e d  but genui nely cu ri ou s .  
C e ci l  wa s not one t o  di lly-d ally ove r t ri fl e s .  

" Ba th you-r Ma j e s ty b e e n  i n f o rmed o f  t he l&.t e st p l ay of M ' Lo rd 
Chambe rl ai n ' s  c ompany?" . 

" O nly that i t  "·a s pe rf o rm�d -- a .. nd exc ell e ntly thi s ve ry a ft e r-
n o o n  a t  the Curtai n .  My l adi e s  have i t  that M a s te r B u rb a ge mad e  a 
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mo st re gal Ri cha rd I I . Me thi nk s  i t  woul d  e n te rtain u s  we ll a t  
Chri s tma s ti d e . "  

" But Ri cha rd I I  wa s d e p o s e d , yuu Ma j e sty , ,,, repli ed C e ci l sl owly 
and deli be ra t ely ,  " and t he G ro undli ng s ,  the foll owe rs o f  the Ea rl ,  
clapped up a s t o rm o f  a pp roval . "  

· 

" Tut , man ,  would yo u hav e  the to rd Chamb e rlai n ' s  men re -wri t e.  
hi s t o ry ? "  Eli z ab e t h  s mi l ed i ndul gently a t  hi m .  " ' Ti s well kn own tha t 
Ri cha rd I I , even t h ou gh a t rue Engli s h  kin g ,  i n  many way s ,  l a cke d t h o s e  
ve ry vi rtue s whi ch ha ve k e p t  me succe s s fully a t  my p o s t  thi s many a 
yea r . " 

S h e  had be en l eani n g  on h e r  s t e el c rut ch , s t andi ng , exp e c ti ng 
t hi s i nt e rvi e w  t o  b e  o f  sho rt d u ra ti o n .  N�w s h e  ab ruptly s a t  down wi t h  
a si gh , a s  th ou gh the pro s pe c t  o f  f o rty yea r s  on the t h ron e wa s sudd en­
ly t oo much e ve n  f o r he r .  C e ci l  would h av e  gone t o  hi s k ne e s  but s h e  
wave d  hi m t o  a s e at ne a rby . Thi s qua s i �a pp roval o f  t h e  subj e ct ma t t e r 
encou r� ge d  hi m to g e t  mo re t o  t he h e a rt o f  the ma tte r. 

" I f  it ple a s e  your G ra c e ,  the pe a c e and hon o r of  yo u r  ki n g d om a re 
s o re t h reat e ned by mat t e r  mo s t  t rea s onous . The t ra nqui li ty o f  you r 
Ma j e sty ' s  sub j e c t s  i s  i n  g re a t  d an g e r o £  i n ci t ement t o  reb e lli on when 
the d e po si ti o n  o f  o ne of yo u r  i l lu s t ri ou s  f o re be a rs i s  ma d e  common e n­
t e rta'inment fo r the rabbl e . "  

" Pah ! "  she s n o rt e d  i n  di s git s t  a t  him .  "Me thi nk s thou a rt a pi ck­
thartk old f o o l  t o  j i be a t  a bunch o f  man gy s c ene- shake r s . Thou a rt 
s ti ll c ouce rne d ove r Ri cha rd I II . "  

"Y ou r Ma j e sty, " he plead e d , " i n  thi s n ew play , the l at e s t a t  the 
Cu rt ai n ,  the !!�.!!!I.2.!!£m£n t of Ri c ha rd II i s  now po rt rayed fo r all to - s e e . 
Y ou r  M a j e s t y ' s fai thful subj e c t s  hav e  n e e d  fo r ente rtai nment , i '  fai th , 
but i n  ti me s like the s e  �ho ul d  they be re mi nd ed tha t ki n g s  c a n  b e  d e ­
po s e d  f o r  mi s gove rnan c e ?  Tha t  t h e  t h rone can b e  t a k e n  by any u su rpe r 
who d a re s  lay hand o n  swo rd ? A nd hi s c rown gi ven gua rant e e  by th e 
Lo rd s  S pi ri tual , the Lo rd s T empC'�al , the C ommo n s  and t he rabbl e ?" 

Wi th a wave of  the hand s he s t o pp e d  hi m wi thou t reply . Y e s ,  Ri ch­
a rd II ' s  maladmi ni st rati o n  ha d l o st the ki ngdom to B oli ngb ro ke and t he 
fi ckl e p e op l e  had qui ckly fo rgot ten hi m i n  thei r new h e ro .  Could thi s 
po s si bly happen t o  h e r ,  E 1i z abeth the G reat ? 

11lvh o  wri t e th the s e  Ma·s que s f o r  Lo rd Chamb e rl ai n?"  she a sk e d 
a b ruptly . 

" The s e  plays we re put . ab ro a d  upo n th e s ta g e  i n  the n ame o f  M a rlow, 
a wo e -b e gone , sullen f ell ow.  F ou r  yea r s  a go h e  enga ge d i n  a qua rrel 
wi th one , A rche r �  a s e rvant ,  a wanton , endi ng i n  a bl o �d y ,  hand - t o ­
hand fi ght , i n  whi ch he  wa s slai n .  T h e  poin t o f  Ma rl ow ' s o wn �wo rd 
s t ru ck a g ai n s t  hi s h e a d  and eye , mak i ng f e a rful wound s . "  

" Had we no t a pe rfo r·man c e  c f  l-la rlow'  s Tambu rlain e one C h ri stma s ­
ti d e ? "  a sked t he Que ert . 
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n�ye , "  you r Ma j e sty , that we di d . "  

" A nd wa sn ' t  Ma rl ow unde r a cloud o f  s u s pi ci on ,  mouthi n g  a thki s""' 
ti cal vi llani e s ? He sh oul d  have b e e n  bu rne d alive a t  Smi th fi eld f o r  
the s i n  h e  c ommit ted . n  

S he l o o k e d  spi t e ful e nough to have d ri ve n  the  swo rd i nt o  M a rlow 
he rself , o r  � o  ha•e taken deli ght i n  s e t t i ng t o rch t o  hi s ex� cuti on 
py re at  Smi thfi eld . 

"''�ha t  t ran :; pi red a t  the Cur�ain , o n  wi th i't , man . '!t 

"W� e n  Ki n g  Ri cha rd f e l l  a c o rp s e  a t  Pomf re t , und e r  uncount e d  
bl ows 1 t h e  Ea rl ' s  f o ll owe r s  make a mo st  f e a rful noi s e ;  a gai n a n d  a gai n 
i t  b ro ke f o ,th ; i t. se e me d  they would ne ve � s t op .  T h e  play s hows a 
vi cto ry of the reb e l s ove r a n  a nnoi nt ed tyrant ; aud by thi s pi pe he 
hath bl own the flame of re belli o n  almo s t  i n t o  a n  o pe n  wa r !  The reco rd 
i s  he re z n  

· 

I 
C e ci l ,  fo r hi m,  s howe d  about a s  muc h  di s tu rbanc e a s  he eve r  a ll ow-

e d  himself . He o pe n e d  the d e s p t a c h  c a s e  and pull e d  out hi s no t e s . 
The re wa s no d oub ti n g  the sinc e ri ty o f  hi s expo s tul ati ons • . 

"\vi t h  Ma rl ow gon e , wh·o n ow wri teth f o r the Chambe rlai n ' s  men ? "  

" A  s-u rly f e l l ow f ro m  t h e  lv_e s t ,'r name d S hak t s t pu r ,  d o th a pp e nd hi s 
name to thei r plays . They a re well known and hav e mad e  the mo s t  holy 
ma t t e rs of re li gi o n ,  whi e h  all g o od  men hold in si n c e re re s p e c t , sub­
j e c t  f o r l aught e r ;  thei r aim b ein g , it i s  s uppo s ed , to thus poi s o n  the 
mi nd s o f  the still di s c o rdant , wav e rin g multi tud e . They me a n  i n  t hi s 
cove rt way t o  mak e a ri si ng a nd fl o o d  thi s f ai r l and wi th b l oo d , s o  
tha t no t only thei r b o d i e s b u t  thei r s o ul s  mi ght b e  d amned . "  

" Ha t h  he singl e d  o ut nny o n� pe r s on ? " 

"A ye , you r G ra c e , i t  i s  plain i n  t he play tha t  my Lo rd the Ea rl 
o f  E s s ex i s  young Ha rry H o nmouth , P rinc e o f  Wal e s ,  th e Duke o f  M on­
mouth ' s  s o n . 11 

" Th e  knave , the· ho rson knave , tt the Que e n  swo re s av a ge ly .  - The re 
would �!U be a P ri n c e  o f · lvale s a round l ongi n g  f o r  hit! th rone ! " I s  
i t  li kely some c o unt ry bumpkin could ente rtai n all Lo nd o n  wi t.h ma t t e r 
o f  such wo rth ? "  

"Ti s sai d , you r G ra c e , tha t  Ma rl oli a n d  S ha k s b e e r  neve r wri t a wo rd 
of them . It  i s  plai n tha t he i s  stuffing o u r  � a rs wi th fal s e  re po rt s  
and li e s  thi s ma ny a ye a r .  N e  i s  a p o o r,  dull , ill- s pi ri t ed , g re edy 
c re a tu re and but a vei l f o r  some on e  e l s e , who had plown up the flame 
of rebelli o n  almo s t  i n  a wa r a gai n s t  you r G ra c e  a s  a r�yal tyrant . "  

" P robably s o me yo ung helli on u p  f ro m  Oxfo rd ,  i d li n g  a round the � 
I nn s  o f  C o urt , "  she ob s e rve d ,  "wh o  had b e s t  b e  b e a ri ng a rms a gai n st the 
S p ani a rd -- or there 'ttont be  any Inns of C ou rt , o r  1'1a s quin g ,  o r  Londo n !-
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Knowe s t  thou anyone who h a th t h e  t ruth o f  thi s S hak ' s t pu r ? 11 

" I  have a s u s pi ci on tha·t my ki n sman ' s  s e rvant , young Ha rry P e rcy , 
i s  the man to  whom S ha k s p ee r  gi ve s eve ry ni ght the half o f  wha t he t o ok 
th ro ugh the day a t  the ga te . Many rumo rs a re o n  the ton gue s o f  me n 
tha t my c o u si n ,r F ranci s ,  hath prepared not o nly the C o n t e nti on b e twe en 
Y o rk and Lanca s t e r and King J ohn and thi s pl ay , Ri cha rd II , but o the r 
pl ay s  whi ch a re put f o rth a t  fi r s t  und e r the n ame of Mo rel ow and now J 
g o  ab ro ad a s  p re pa re d  by S ha g s  burr. " 

1 Wi th the nami n g  o f  he r s o n ,  F ranci s ,  the Que e n  wa s fu�i.o u s  and 
s h owe d i t .  

" T hi s thi n g  mus t  s to p ! H  she shouted a t  hi m. '' BQ,twe e n  you a nd 
your c rafty ald fathe r wi t h  you r  smo oth t on gue s ,  you a re stuf fi ng my 
e a rs wi t h  co ntinu al l i e s and fal s e  rep o rt s  thi s many a ye a r l The re ' s  
no mo re t re a s o n  i n  the hono rable s o n  o f  S i � Ni chol a s B a c o n  t ha n  the re 
i s  in you ! "  He r li p s  s c o rned hi m in utte r di s gu s t , t rembli ng wi th 
i ndi gna ti on s h e  revi l e d  hi m.  •'Y ou knave ! Y ou J ewZ To sto o p  so lov,  
i n  t h� s und e rhand e d  way . Y ou pu sh to o fa r li t tle man . I f  tho u  c an s t  
n o t  p ro ve Mas t e r F ra nci s Ba c o n  wro t e  the Plays , thou l o s e st thy of fic e ,  
T o  thi nk that S ha gs be e r ,  tha t wo e ful , ha t e ful , f a t  c re atu re should b e  
a ma sk f o r  the b rilliant so n o f  Si r Ni chola s Baco n . I p ro nounc e thi s 
s to ry t he s t range s t  tal e  i n  the  wo rld ; i t  i s  no t to b e  b eli eve d . It  
i s  a lot  o f  l ie s . "  

S he had ri s e n  t o  stump b a ck a nd fo rth whi l e  C & ci l  went p romptly 
to hi s kne e s . He r ange r wa s s uch at thi s poi nt s he s t ruck hi m _ a c ro s s  
the fa c e  wi th he r fan . F o rtu nat e f o r him she di d n ' t  s t ri ke hi m wit h  
he r s t e el c rut ch ! B ut C e ci l  wa s n o t  t o  b e  d eni ed a nd he held the 
t rump ca rd .  

"Shall you r G ra ce all ow the playi n g  o f  Ri cha rd II t o  c o ntin u e  
the n ? "  

" T re a so n  mus t  s to p ,  and t rai t o rs puni she d ! "  she  s hou t e d . Then 
in the face of the fact that the p roblem had no t b e en s o lved , an i cy 
c alm p revai l e d  whe re a mome nt b e f o re all ha d b e e n  fi re . " P rove tha t  
U r .  B a c o n  wro t e  t h e  Play s and he ' ll b e  exe cuted .  B u t  t ake ca re no 
wo rd of thi s sp re ad s a b ro ad until the S t ra t ford cl own i s  i n  hand . I f  
nee d  b e , put him t o  the Que s ti o n .  Ha s t e ! "  

S h e  even helped him t o  hi s f e e t and a s  he b o we d  himse l f  out o f  
the P re s e nc e she calle d  aft a r him .  

"Hy Lo rd o f  S h rews bu ry h a t h  a clo s e  t o ngu e  i n  hi s h ead . Le t him 
Catch t he- knave . Knowe s t  t h ou any o ne who ha th t he t ru th of thi s 
S hak e s  pu r?" 

"Aye , your Maj e s ty , " he  repli e d  f ro m  the d o o r 1 n th e  Bi s h o p  of  
Wo rce s t e r,  and he  be i n  Lo nd o n  thi s eve n . " 

" Call hi m he re ,  be f o re the Counci l . We ' ll put the Que s ti on to 
H r. S hak s bu r r  b e fo re Ri cha rd I I  play s  a gain , o r  !!! won t  p l ay a gai n l "  
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The old d e s p o t  could mo ve swi f tly whe n  she had a mind and Rob e rt 
C e ci l  knew h e r  mi nd whe n  h e  b owed o u t  o f

.
the  P re s e n c e  t o  s e t  t h e  ma ch­

i ne ry of s t a t e  i n  mo ti on . The E a rl of S h rewsbu ry wa s i n s t ructed  t o  
take a t ro o p  o f  men-at-a rms t o · the Cu rtai n i n  S ho red� t c h  t o  f e t ch o ne 
Wi ll S ha g s be e r ,  a c to r and man a ge r .  Pa ge s we re d e s p a t ched t o  i nf o rm 
membe rs  o f  the P ri vy C ounci l ,  t o  a s s embl e a t  t he Palace  i n  G re enwi ch 
e a rli e r  than planne d ,  '' a t  the Que e n ' s  pl e a sure n , whi ch me ant · 

immedi a t ely . 
-

j u s t  t o  mak e sure o f  hi s qua r,-y ,  S h rewsbury divi de d  hi s men i n t o  
two c ompani e s .  O n e  wa s s ent t o  t h e  Thea t re i n  c a s e  Wi ll wa s t he re . 
The o the r a c c ompani ed him t o  the Curt ain . It  wa s d a rk when the t ro o p  
ma rched u p  f rom the Ci ty . Lond o n  wa s no t a sl e e p  and news o f  the pa s ­
s a ge o f  the Que en ' s  men s p re a d  swi ftly a he ad o f  t h em �  B u t  whe re we re 
they goin g ?  · Wha t  wa s a fo o t ?  

The followe r s  o f  the E a rl o f  E s s ex we re s ti ll roi s t e ri ng i n  t av- ­
e rn s  and i nn s  al o n g  Bi s ho p s ga t e  and Sho redi t ch . B ut suddenly the bi g 
wo rd s of re b elli on s e eme d empty and futi l e  i n  the p r e s e n c e  o f  the a rme d  
mi ght o f  t h e  realm. Qui ckly s o b e r ,  a l e  t a nk a rd s  n e gle c t e d , men c row­
d e d  out o f  the tave rn a c ro s s  Holy Well Lane f rom th e C u rt ain . Li ght ed 
t o rche s · we re s e en a t  the upp e r level ·wi nd ows n o w  a s  the s oldi e rs ran ­
s a cked t h e  bui ld i ng . A t e rri f i e d  flunkey c ame running o u t , d o d ged 
th ro u gh the c rowd t o wa rd the shelt e r of the t av e rn .  One man f o llowed 
hi m i n si d e . I t  wa s Umf revi l�e , the E a rl of S o uthampt on ' s  man . 

" Hold , my g o o d  man , why runne s t  thou f rom y o nd e r  Cur t ai n ? "  he 
J a sk e d , not too l o udly , a s  he took hold of the man ' s  s h oild e r� 

The re wa s f e a r i n  the man ' s  e ye s ,  fe a r  and d e fi anc e , e no u gh t o  
wan t  t o  make him wre nch c:n-1ay and b e g on e . U n d e ci de d , he s�i d  n o thi ng 
a s  he f re ed hi s sho ul d � r f ro m  Umf reville V s  g ra s p .  

"F e a r  n o t hin g , "  sai d Umf re vi ll e . " I ' m  you r f ri end - - o r  I co uld 
b e  an ' you tell me  f o r whom the s e a rch go e t h  fo rwa rd the re , "  he  no d d e d  
towa rd t h e  Cu rt ai n .  " I t  c a n t  b e  f o r  yo u ! "  

"Aye , si r,  i f  I t ell ' e ,  wi ll ' e  l emme go ? ' Ti s  the a ct o r ,  Wi ll 
S ha g s bu rr -- t re a s o n , they s ai d ,  t re a s on . " 

Whi l e  Umf revi l le 1 s  mi nd wa s di ge s ti ng thi s sho cki ng i nf o rmati on , 
the flunky mov e d  qui e tly away f rom hi m and th rough a d o o r  l e a di ng t o  
t h e  back o f  t h e  bui ld i n g . But S ou thampt o n ' s man had all the i nf o rma ­
ti on he n e e d e d . H e  d rai ne d the  las t o f  the ale f ro m  hi s t anka rd , j am­
med a c oi n  i n  the re s t rai ni ng hand o f  the wai t re s s , chucked he r .und e r  
the chi n ,  an'd hu rri e d  c.nt si d e  t o  hi s ho rse . H e  mu s t  g e t  wo rd o f  t hi s  
to hi s ma s t e r .  He  moun t e d  qui ckly and rac e d  o f f  i n t o  the ni ght , t o  
C ha rt e rho u s e , o nly a mi l e  o r  s o  away , d ow� H olywel[ Row, th rough F i n s ­
bury ,  a l o n g  Chi swell and B a rbi c an t o  Alde rsgate , 1 wit h  d c c a si onal 
gle am s  o f  li ght to show the way he knew so wel l , then Cha rt e rh o u s e  
s t re e t  i t s elf a n d  into t h e  I n n  ya rd . H e  t o s se d  t h e  rei n s  t o  a y a rdboy 
and walked , no t too qui ckly , i nto the tap ro om . B e t t e r to gi ve the 
a ppa a ranc e o f  an un slaked thi r s t , than g i ve him s e l f  a nd hi s ma s te r ' s 
cau s e  away . 
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moved bef o re ! G e t  thou some o ne up t o  S t rat fGJ'rd and tell tha t  cl own 
to head _ f o r  the Channe l 1 " 

) 
Clappi ng hi s ha t o n  hi s he ad , Anthony s ta rt e d  down the co rri d o r .  

"Suppo se he  won t  g o ? '' wai l e d  S outhampto n .  ---._ 

" O f f e r him a tho u sand pound s , "  exclai me d  A nthony ove r hi s should e r, 
" the mi s e r ' 11 d o  anythi ·n g  f o r  gold ! 11 a nd h e  hu rri ed o n  out . 

The re wa s o nly a b Ti ef d e l ay up f ront a s  h e  a s s � re d  C hi lli ng swo·rth 
tha t the Ea rl would s e ttle t h e  who l e  bi ll . Out si d e , i ns tead o f , wai tin g  
f o r t he h o s tl e r t o  b ri ng u p  hi s mo'unt , he hu r ri ed t o  the ya rd wi t h ' the 
man , ti pped him , mounted ri ght the re and thunde re d  o ut i n t o  the ni ght , 
a s  though the d evi l  himsel f  we re afte r him .  

The way wa s  well li ghted along Charte rhou s e .  Gut te ri n g  to rche s 
i n  f ront o f  the Smi thfi eld marke t s  showed the way . But t he s pe ed he 
mi ght have mad e  b e c a u s e  o f  the li ght wa s hi nde red by the t ra f fi c ,  all 
the way t o  Holb o rn Ci rcu s and beyond . G ray t s  Inn Road wa s ano the r 
st o ry and he galloped hi s  bi g bla ck up th at d e a rly famili a r  s t re e t ;  
eve n  i n  the d a rk ne s s ,  g ave the b e a s t ' s  bi g rump a g ra t e ful slap a a  he 
di smount e d ,  d rew the rei ns ha s ti ly th rough the hi t chi ng ri ng , hu rri e d  
up a nd pound e d  on hi s " b ro th e r ' s" d o o r.  Ha rry Pe rcy le t h i m  i n . � 

' ' 

" Be the d e vi l  cha si n ' you ,  si r?" he  a ske d a s  A �tho ny mo ved unc e r� ­
moni o usly p a s t  hi m .  J 

"Aye , "  he re pli e d  o ve r hi s s ho ulde r ,  a s  he m o ve d  qui ckly o n  i nt o ­
F ranci s '  s tudy , " the d evi l and the Que e n ' s  me n ! "  

The lawye r wa s d e e p  i n  ciphe rs , commit ting hE s p e r s o nal hi s t o ry 
t o  hi s next - t o -be-publi shed wo rk .  A nt hony ' s  ab ru p t  a rri va� wa s a s h o ck 
tha t wrenched F ranci s r�lue tantly but fco rc e fully back to reali ty f rom 
the s e c re t  mental wo r1d of the c rypt o g raphe r .  It wa s a c o n s umi ng hobby 
whi ch helped s ave hi s sani ty .  

The two exchanged a knowi n g  l o o k  whi ch s po k e  volume s .  T o ny mov e d  
ove r t o  the si d ebo a rd ,  h e l p e d  hims elf to win e , a nd s a t  d own wi th a si gh . 

" I t  hath come then? "  a sk e d  � ran�i s qui e tly . � 

� "Aye , g o od b ro the r ,  i t  hath c ome . 
t ro op s . "  

"Why ? "  

I 
I ., 

The Cu rtai n ' s  ove r run Wi th 
I 

" I  supp o s e  tha t devi l  C e ci l ' s  g o t  the Que e n  t o  · go afte r Sha g s be e r 
f o r t rea son . "  

" They ' re s o re wound ed a f t e r only o ne p e rf o rmanc e of  Ri chard I I , "  
s ai d  F ranci s wi th a g ri m  smi l e , and h e  ca re fully a nd me ti cul ou sly 
gathe red up hi s c rypto g raphy mat e ri. al s .  
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"Aye , "  re pli e d  A nt hony e ve n  mo re g t� mly , "a n t _ i t ' s  wound e d  .I� ' 1 1 
be -- and d e ep -- i f  ye d ont g e t  out o f  h e re . "  

" He r l-1a j e s ty '  s c al l e d  he r C ounci l . I ha d a su s pi ci on the Play 
mi ght b e  the real c au s e . "  

"And the playwri t e ! "  a d d ed A nthony. 

11D 1 ye t hi nk they ' ll b e  c omi ng a f t e r me ? "  F ranci s t u rned to  a 
go rg e o u s  li ttle c h e r rywo o d  c a bi ne t  b e hi n d  hi m and tucke d the pape rs  
ca re fully away in a s � c re t  c ompa rtment .  

"�lould ye b e  wai ti ng to  wel come them , g o o d  b ro the r?.!' A nthony 
t o s s e d o f f  the re s t  o f  hi s wi ne and s e t  the gla s s  down d e ci si vely . 
"Y e mu s t  g o , no w! " 1.. • 

F ran ci s ca re fully l o cke d the  li t tl e  � a bi ne t and tucke d t h e  key. i n  
hi s pu rs e .  H e  go t u p  and wen t  t o  the sid eboa rd f o r  a s ti f f - sho t  o f  
wi ne hi mself . 

· 

"J one s ! "  A nth ony call e d ,. and whe n  the man s o o n  app e a red , " ge t  
you r ma s t e r ' s b o o t s ,  and a cl o ak . Hu rry now, we· t ve a f ull ni ght ahead . "  
And whe n  j one s had l e f t  t he ro otn , ny e ' ll hav e  to l e a ve Engl and , ' ti l  
thi s bl o\ors ove r ;  and s o  wi ll yo u r  nom d e  plume . -Thank G o d  he ' s  a t  
S t ra tf o rd ! "  

" They ' ll follow him the re , "  o b se rved F ranci s gl umly.  Hi s s p e e ch 
wa s li t tl e  but hi s mi nd wa s ra ci n g  ove r all the rami fi c a ti on s ,  � o s si ­
bili ti e s  and a l t e rna tive s to t hi s c ri si s  i n  hi s a ffa·i rs .  " Th e  Ci nque 
po rt s wi ll be  clo s e d  to u s . '' 

"Aye , "  rep li e d  A nthony ,  " but th e re a re o the r s . Ha r ry and I ' ll 
take ca re o f  the S t ra t f o rd clown ,  one way o r  an o the r .  He ' ll s ave hi s 
hi d e  f o r g old , and i t ' ll s t o p  hi s t ongue t O•J b o o t . "  Ha r ry ! f� 

11\vho s e  gold ? S outh ampto n ' s ? " a ske d 'F ranci s ,  a s  j on e s re tu rne d 
wi th ri di ng a ppa re l . "Wi ll you b ri ng up my ho r s e ? "  

" I ' ll d o  i t ,  si r , " s ai d  Ha rry a s  h e  e nt e re d  t h e  ro om.  

"D o nt b o the r , " sai d �nthony to  him,  and to  F ra nei s ,  '' Take C e rb e ru s . •• 

"That black mo n s t e r? " p ro te s t e d  F ranci s .  

"Man ,  ye ' ll ne ed a !!� f o r  t ,oni ght ' s  rid e -- no t � tha t s pi ndle­
l e g ge d  I tali an fancy ye ' re s t abli n g  now l " Anthony wa s showing si gn s 
of  p re s s u re a s  hi s voi c e  ro s e .  "Tha t Channel ' s  a l o n g  way away . "  

" By way o f  Go rhambu ry i t ' s  even furthe r , " re pli e d_ F ranci s .  

" Go rhambury ! "  explod e d  A nthony .  "Y ou i di o t ! That ' s  th� fi r s t  
pla c e  they ' ll s ea rch ! "  

" Th e  s e cond pla c e , "  F ranci s remind e d  him qui etly . "!hi s .i s  the 
fi rs t .  u 
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r The s e c o nd b o o t  wa s fi nally on and h e  s t o od t o  s tamp hi s f e e t  
fi rmly i n  pla c e . lie di dn ' t  li k e  the cl oak and ha t j one s had b ro u ght 
out t s o . h e  went to hi s d re s eing ro om to make t he s e l � c ti on hi mself . 

" B e g gi ng you r pa rd o n ,  si r ,  d o  you m.ind t e l li n g  me · wha t  thi s i s  
all about ? "  a sk e d  Ha rry P e rcy o f  A nthony Bacon . 

Bacon then told  hi m th a t  the Cu rtain , whi1eh h e  had l e ft only 
e a rli e r  that e veni ng , wa s now ove r run wi th t ro o p s  and · the s � a rch . wa s 
on fo r the autho r o f  Ri cha rd II . · 

'1 , I 
"F o rtunate i t  i s ,  si r ,  that Wi ll ' s  a t  S t ra t f o rd , "  b re a th e d  Pe rcy 

thankfully . 

"Aye , "  re pli ed A nthony , ''but i f  he ' s  t o o  si ck t o  ri d e  we ' re i n  i t  
fo r fai r.  Once he r Ma j e s ty g e t s he r hand s o n  him he ' ll t ell all ,  
won t  he ? ". 

" That ' e  wi ll , si r.  That  • e  wi ll . "  P e rcy s h o o k  hi s h e ad �  "Wi ll 
ha th no .endu ranc e . "  

" U nl e s·s we can g e t  t o  S t ra tfo rd fi rst  and g e t  him out o f  the I 
c ount ry ! " 

� 

11He  ' 11 d emand hi s p ri c e , si r. I know hi m . " re pli e d  Ha rry .  

" Give him hi s p ri c e ,  the fil t hy b e g ga r . Y ou c an d o  i t ,  Pe rcy . " 

"H e ,  si r? All the way to S t ra t f o rd ? " P e rcy wa s a s t o ni shed . _ 
r 

• ) I • 

"Would you , s av e  yo u r  ma s t e r f rom the gallows , Ha rry ?  Y ou k now 
h e r M a j e s ty and Robe rt C e ci l . Onc e thei r c o u r s e  i s  set they ' ll s to p  
a t  nothi n g  t o  g e t  a t  the b o tt om o f  thi s . Y ou ' ve had mo re d e a li ng s  
wi th \vi ll than any o f  u s . "  

nn ' ye thi nk · they know Mi s te r  F ranci s wri t the Play s ? "  

"We may a s  we l l  exp e c t  the wo rst ,  Ha rry -- !f they eve r put the 
Que s ti o n  to lii ll . He  wo n t  s t and up t o  t o rtu re . "  

Anth o ny gave hi s gla s s  t o  Ha rry ,  "F i ll i t ,  and on e f o r  you rsel f ,  
ye ' ll have n e e d  o f  i t  thi s ni ght , "  �nd a s  F ra nci s re tu rne d t o  t h e  roo m i 
re ady fo r the t ri p , b o CJ t s ,  spurs , swo rd , hat , cloak , " a nd o n e  fo r F ra n­
ci s .  Y e  ' 11 d ri nk ri '  u s ? "  

" I ' ll d ri nk wi th yo u .  T o the  G o d  o f  su c c e � s ful .e ·s c ape s ! " 

And s o  th9y d i d . 

Then i t' wa s out to the black mon s t e r,  C e rb e ru s ,  qui e tly t e the re d  
unti l t h e  fl i ck e ri n g  t o rchli ght f o und a re s po n si ve fi re . He  rea red up , 
no s t ri l s  flari ng . \ 

\ 
"S teady.,  boy , s teady , " s ai d  A nth9ny fi rmly but &o o thi n gly , and 
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qui e te d hi m d o wn. " I s n ' t  he a b e auty? " 

" Powe r  pe rha p s , and spe e d , but beauty?" F ranci s shook hi s h e a d , 
" C e rbe ru s  i nd e e d . u 

Pe rcy o f f e red t o  give hi m a b o o st  a bo a rd but he di s d ai ned i t  and 
wi th a li t tl e  e xt ra e f fo rt swung li ghtly up a nd ove r the - g reat hei ght 
of thi s half ton and mo re o f  animal . J us t  to f e e l  t he rea s su ri ng ma s s  
o f  fle sh and bo ne benea th hi m li ghtened the heavi ne s s  o f  hi s he a rt ,  
s omehow. H e  and A nthony we re about the same med i um hei ght . The sti r­
rup l en g th wa s sui tabl e . 

"Y e ' 11 not  b e  li nge rin g l ong a t  Go rhambury , '' u rged A nthony . 

F ranci s sho o k  hi s head , " N o , u  and pat t e d  Ce rbe ru s  rea s suri n gly 
on the n e ck as he ti gh tened up t h e  rei n s , 11Take ce re of eve rythi ng . " 

" Tha t we wi ll , F ranci s , "  repli e d  A nthony re a s s uri ngly , '' g e t  the e 
gone ! "  

"Aye , si r , '' a g re e d  Ha rry a nd h e  o ff e re d  F ra nci s the t o rch h e  h e l d . 

That wa s refus e d 8 

" The re b e  e n ou gh mo on f o r me thi s ni ght , u  he s ai d  t o  Ha rry ,  '' and 
Ed gewa re Road i s  as fami li a r as the S t rand Z "  

· 

He fl�k e d  the rei n s  at  t he s ame ti me A nthony slapped Ce rbe ru s  o n  
t h e  rump and t hund e red o f f  d own Gray ' s  I n n  Road  towa rd Holb o rn .  

' 
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"D o e s o u r  l o ve mea n  s o  li t t l e  -- " 

Wi th F ranci s s a fely on hi s way out o f  Lond o n ,  A nthony Ba c on and 
Harry Pe rcy le t n o  g ra s s  g row ·und e r  thei r f e e t  � s  they s e t  a bout 
the e qually i mp o rtant t a sk of g e ttin g  Wi ll S hak ' st pu r  o ut of Eng­

land Z Wi th F e  rcy o n  hi s own na g .and T o ny on F ran ci s '  " spi ndle le g g e d . 
I tali an fan cy" the two qu:b c kly t ro tt e d  b a c k� t o  Cha rte rhous e . 

The re they found the E a rl ' s  a f t e r- th e a t re pa rty b r� aki� g up , fo r­
tuna tely . A ll knew t ha t  the hunt wa s on f o r  the a c t o r-ma na ge r of the 
Curt ai n ,  the Ea rl · had told them t ha t ,  but non e _ b e si d e s himself had any 
i d e a  that F ranci s B a c on wa s i nvo lved i n  t he wri ti ng o f  th e play s put · 

on th e re .  N o r  di d they re al i z e  that all Lond on the a t re s we re i n  j e o ­
pa rdy f rom the P ri vy C o uncil p ro c e e di ng s g o i � g  o n  tha t eveni ng a t  
Greenwi c h .  

Wi th hi s a c c ount s e t tl e d  wi t h Chi lli n g swo rth , and l e ave t ak e n  o f  
hi s hand s ome and l ov e ly gue s t s , t he young E a rl b e g g e d  le av e  t o  � t ay 
ove r a t  the Inn . The t ri o  wen t  b a c k  t o  th e c ompa ra ti ve p rivacy of th e 
A rmad a  R o om -- T ony ti pp ed the boy t o  l e ave \ b e  th e c l e a nup -- whi le 
they settled the d e t ai l s . 

A t  fi r s t  the E a rl of  S outhampton wa s a ll fo r ma ki ng the l ong ri de 
up to  Wa rwi ck and n e a rby S t ra t f o rd hi ms e l f , wi th Pe rcy ; but T ony p re ­
vai l e d  on  hi m t o  l e ave the palave r i n  the c a pabl e hand s o f  H a rry P e rcy .  

"U ' Lo rd ,  l e t  u s  a ro u s e  no s u s pi ci o n tha t X!. have caught wi nd o f  
thi s pl o t  a gai n st u s ,  b y  a b s e n ti n g  o u r s e lv e s f rom London t o o ! "  o b j e c­
t e d  Tony . "F ranci s '  f re qu e n t  t ri ps t o  Go rhambu ry f o r  hi s he alth a re 
well known . They ' ll no t s u s pi ci o n  hi m f o r  t ha t .  N o r will t hey b e  c o n­
c e rned abou t  the ab s en ce o f  P e rcy h e re ;  he could b e . a t  Go rh ambu ry wi t h  
hi s ma s te r . n 

"Aye , "  the young Ea rl repli e d  glumly , " I  suppo s e  i t  would b e  b e s t  
fo r u s  t o  k e e p  the wa t ch _ he re i n  the Ci ty , and o b s e rve how thi s ma tt e r  
o f  the C u rtai n  g o e th · - - tho ugh t h e  summe r wl ll be dull wi thout i t . " 

" The re ' s  the . Ro s e  and the  Swan i n  the lib e rty o f  the Cli nk , m ' Lo rd , "  
o b s e rved P e rcy , n they ' re s ti ll o pen . "  ,.. 

" Though f rom wha t  I ' ve he a rd a b o u t  the Swan ' s  l at e st play- , The 
I sl e  of  D o g s , "  re pli e d  A nthony ,  " they may b e  i n  j e o p a rdy , t o o . '' 

' 
S outhampt o n  g ri ma c e d , " Pi ty the p o o r d evi l who wro t e  that l "  

" Two o f  them , m ' Lo rd , "  s ai d  Pe rcy , " T om N a she and B en J o n s o n .  J on-
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s G n  a ct s  i n  i t ,  t o o . "  

" O u r  c on c e rn thi s ,hou r,  thi s moment , "  sai d  S outhampto n ,  "i s 
ano the r a c t o r who c a rri e s  a c e rtain s e c re t  i n  hi s bo s om .  I t  mu s t  b e  
kept hi d i f  i t  c o st s a tho u sand pound s !  C ome ! "  

The young E a rl s t o od u p  a b ruptly and s t a rt e d  t owa rd the d o o r. 
Tony ' s  hea rt lea p e d  fo r j oy wi thin him .  S outhampto n  had taken hi s 
sugge sti on a s  hi s own . A b ri b e  o f  that si z e  would buy any o rdina ry 
man ' s ab s e n c e  f rom England . 

11Y ou are mount e d , I take · i t , "  s a·i d  S ou thamp t o n  t o  them .  They 
b o t h  nodded . " Then we go to my pla ce by s e pa ra t e  way$ , me i n  my 
ca rri age . tt 

}fe anwhi l e , the yo ung ba rri ste r who s e  d rama ti c and he a rt - sti rri ng 
i d e a s  we re the c au s e  o f  all t hi s wa s s ti ll i n  London sti rri n g  a no the r 
he a rt .  

Lady H a tt o n  hadn ' t  b e e n  c omple tely ha ppy whe n  F ranci s had poli t e •  
l y  turned d own the i nvi ta ti o n  t o  t h e  two o f  the m t o  a tt e nd the yo ung 
Ea rl ' s  di nne r pa rty at Charte rhou s e , hi s excu s e  the p re s s of wo rk . 
Much a s  they bad s e en o f  e a ch othe r the l a st two d ay s , she wa s g rowi n g  
pain fully awa re o f  his ab s e nc e . The c ha rm o f  hi s company· wa s i rre si s ­
tibl e . Y e t h e r  own affai rs we re p re s si ng enough that she had wel come d  
t h e  o ppo rtuni ty ·f o r a qui e t  eveni n g  a t  Hatton H ou s e , t o  b e  � th he � 
li ttle daugh t e r, t o  g o  ove r h o u sehold a c c o unt s ,  c-o rre s pond en ce , wa rd ­
robe , and all tho s e  thi n g s  b e s peaki ng a lady o f  p o si ti on and me an s i n , 
the Eli z abet han c o u rt .  

S o  i t  was wi th mi xed emo ti o ns that she re ceived the butle r ' s an­
nouncemen t  of t he p re s en c e  of Mi st e r  F ran ci s  B a co n .  Had he d e c i d e d  
t h a t  s b e  wa s mo re i mpo rtant t h a n  hi s bu si ne s s ?  Whateve r i t  wa s ?  
Sho uld she h�ve Hi g gi nb otham s ho w  him i n  t o  the li t tl e  d rawi n g  romm 
whe re the two o f  them had b e e n  g o i n g  o ve r h ous e ho l d  · a c c o unt s ?  But 
s he c ould n ' t  wai t .  She wa s p re s entabl e . She di smi s se d  Hi g gi nbo tham, 
pi ck e d  up a small cand e l a b ra o f  t h re e  and walk e d  o ut i ri t o  the d a rk ,  
ac ro s s  the g rea t hall t o  t he foye r .  She di d n • t  beli vve i n  k e e pi n g  the 
pla c e  ablaz e wi th li ght whe n  no  one wa s abo ut . Hi g gi nb o th am had li t 
o ne c andle the re but i t · di d . li ttle  but rev e al a d a rk fi gu re ,  hatted 
and c l o ak e d  i n  somb e r black . When he  turne d at he r a rrival the c l ank 
of a �wo rd told  he r he wa s a rme d . T hi s t ot al i mp re s si on cau s e d  he r t o  
pau s e  wi t h  a sli ght f rown .  

11F ran'ci s ? "  

H e  would have l o ng e d  t o  mo ve boldly fo rwa rd and take he r i n  hi s 
a rms fo r a fa rewel l  ki s s ,  but th ei r affai r hadn ' t  g o t t en t o  t h e  pla ce  
whe re he c o uld f o rg e t  she wa s a lady and he  a c ommone r! He swep t  off 
hi s hat into a bow and would have s t epped fo rwa rd to ki s s  he r h and , th e 
g o o d  one ,  but i t  held the cand e l ab ra a l o ft . 

"M ' Lady Eli z a b e t h , f o rgive thi s i nt ru s i on but i t  hath c ome ; all 
i s  di sc o ve re d . n 
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The qui e t ,  fi rm t o n e  i n  whi c h  h e  s ai d  thi s di dn ' t  qui t e  suc c e e d/ i n allayi n g  he r a l a rm .  

"lvhat i s  di s cove re d ?  Cann o t  you s peak mo re �le a rly 1 F ranci s ? "  

"A-re we al on e ? " 

··· "Aye , "  s he re pli e d  rathe r  p etulantly 1 "t hi nke s t  thou Hatton 'Hou s e- ... 1 

i s  ac rawl wl th s ch eme rs a nd pl o t te rs ? "  

" N o  mat t e r , ·" .he · went o n  wi th a sh ru g ,  " i t  ' 11 be a l l  ove r Lon d o n  
by mo rni ng .  T h e  bu rt ain ha s b e e n  raid e d  b y  he r Ma j e sty '·s t ro o p s . The 
hue and c ry  i s  out f o r a c to r  Wi ll S ha g sbu rrl " 

( 
Li lli b e t  ga sped  and d·r�w back . He r i nj u re d  hand wen t  t o  h e r 

b re a s t . · T he o th e r t remble d  a s  und e rstandin g -o-f F ranci s '  p re sent dan­
ge r swe pt t h rou gh s oul and body . S he s e t  the dandelab ra o n  a ne a r  
table and l e aned o n  i t  t o  s t e ady he r s el f .  

"D o eh · thi s me an · tha t ·, -- ?." s he h e si ta t e d  t o  fi ni sh t h e  que s ti on . 

''We thi nk i t  b e st n o t  t o  t a rry l on g  i n  Lond o n . "  
\ 

. Then she wa s i n  hi s a rm s  a nd h e  knew a gai n the swe e t  t ri umph o f  
tha t ma gi cal p re s enc e , all curve s and s o f t , and swe e t  pe rfume . I t  mad e  
him di z zy fo r a mo men-t .  He , \iho thought h e  wa s all mi nd and n o  hea rt ,  
sudd enly f ou nd hi mself all he a rt and n o  mi nd ! S h e  had n ' t  ki s s e d  hi m, 
but clung ti ght , he r f a c e  on hi s should e r. When the s ti n gin g e c s ta sy 
ha d sub si d e d  a li t tl e , he f re e d  one h a nd , ti l t e d  he r fa c e  u p  and p re s­
s e d  the full li p s  t o  hi s .  The po e t ry ,  thi s ti me J wa s i n  thei r bodi e s .  

C ould b e  have had · h ll r  the n ,  i n  · one l a s t  mad emb ra c e ?  . Perha p s , 
fi rs t l ove i s  ev� � d e s pe r&t e a t  fi r s t  pa rti n g .  E�oh t en d e r moment i s  
d o ubly p re ci o u s ,  to b e  savo red t o  the utmo s t . But i t  uas Li llib e t  who 
finally b ro k e  the · s pell . 

· nMu s t  you go f a r ? "  she whi spe red . 

"F a r  e-nough �  Thou kn:owe·s t  the Que e n  and h e r fu ry, n h e · whi s pe re d  
i n  · re ply . 

r 

" But su rely no  one  su s pe c t s you ? "  I 
-....._, 

" To wai t he re to di s c ove r that . wo uld b e  folly . " 

11 But I rememb e r thei r sayi n g  at the Cu rtain ye s t e rday , " she 
ci t e dly pu shed away f rom him a li t tl e , " a c to r  l'li ll i sn ' t  the re .  
a t  S t ra t!_ o rd o  I sn ' t  tha t way up a t  Wa rwi ck ? " 

( 
"Aye , but i f  h e ' s  a pp rehended and b rought t o  T o pcli ffe " 

ex­
H e ' s  

Li lli bet s hudd e red and clung to him a gai n ,  re fusi n g  to l o o k  up i nt o  
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hi s face . 

''Y o u  mus t  g o  b e fo re i t  i s  t o o  l at e , "  she f o rc e d  he rs elf t o  say 
i t , " but vhe re ? "  

· 

"Da re I burd e n  you wi th such knowl e d ge , Li lli b e t ?" 
l 

"F ranci s ! " she p ro t e s t ed , j e rki ng away f rom him and l o o ki n g  hi·m 
i n  t h e  f a c e  nn o nt you t .-u s t  nte ?'' 

" I s  i t  h o n o rabl e ?  I s  i t  j u s t ?  
i n t o  thi s whi rl p o ol o f  s t at e � ra f t ?  
di s ta s t e ful to t h e  Ce c i l s . "  

"N o t  t o  t hi s C e ci l ' "  ..----. . 

T o d raw t h e  i nn o ce nt Lady Ha tton 
We st ri ke f o r  a li b e rty ut t e rly 

S he pu shed f rQ m  hi m a nd backed to the li ttl·e hall t abl e wi th the 
li ght , l e ani n g  li ghtly a gai n st i t . He did not move , exc ep t ta d rop 
hi s hand s t o  hi s s i d e s ,  cont ri te . 

"D o e s our l ove mean s o  li t tl e  ... - "  · s h e  blu rt e d  out , a nd then 
s t o pped in mi d - s entence , blu shed a t  the revel a ti o n  and hi d he r f a c e  
f rom him.  

F ranci s moved qui ckly to h old h e r in hi s a rm s , but now t h e re wa s 
re si s tan c e  . t o  hi s a tt empt e d  ki s s  ·- whi c h o nly mad e  him the mo re d e ­
si rou s t o  *a s t e  a gai n the wi ne o f  tho se li p s ,  a nd l e s s  cauti o u s . 

" ' Ti s  no  s e c re t , la. s s ,  I ri d e  t o  Go rhambu ry thi $ ni ght , "  h e  whi s ­
pe red i n  he r shell- pi nk .e a r .  H e r face  wa s s ti l l  tu rned away s o  he ki s­
s e d  that ear,  bi ti ng t h e  l o b e  li ghtly . " Hi ggi nbo tham knows I ' m he re .  
A wo rd to you r fath e r  and th ey ' ll b e  af�e r . you .  I kn�w my c o u si n  Ro­
b e rt ,  m ' Lady Z "  

Yi eldi ng to hi s ent reati ng a rms s he ci rcled hi s n e c k  � th he rs  
and ki s s e d  him full and l o ng . r 

" N o t  Lady Ha t t o n , "  she whi s pe red fi nally,  " ju st Eli z ab et h ,  wh o 
wo�ld ho ld yo u he re f o reve r.  S h ould my uncle l e a rn f rom o the r s  o f  
your p re sence  he re thi s ni gh t ,  I ' ll tell hi m I know n o t  wh e re you we nt 
f rom he re ,  exc e p t  to yo u r  qua rt e rs at G ray ' s Inn . "  

Li lli b e t  would have a c cnmpani e d  him o ut si d e  t o  hi s ho rse but h e  
would no t all o w  i t .  Hi s blo od ai n gi ng th rough hi s vei n s  h e  s t e pp e d  
qui ckly out f rom und e r  t h e  p o rt e  c o c he re .  N o t  s o  qui ckly � th o u gh ,  a s  
t o  mi s s  a d a rk e r s ha d ow out o f  the c o rne r o f  hi s eye the re i n  the 
gl o om .  A s  h e  mounted th9 huge bla ck li ghtly t h e re wa s a whi ff o f  pe r­
fume , cloyi ng ,  almo s t  s uffo ca ti ngly man-mad e among the d eli ci ou s odo rs 
of the lush ga rd e n s  round about . H e  shook it f rom hi m a s - he t ro t t e d  
towa rd the g a t e  hou s e .  T h e  mo o n  wa s hi ghe r ,  s h owi n g  b ri gh tly throu gh 
s c a t te red cl oud s .  Hi s way wo uld b e  well li ght e d  --

nAnd e e  'tto uld b e  tha t o f  any who mi ght f oll ow , " h e  murmu red . 
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out . 
Tom• the g atema n , awake and ale rt , wa s ri ght the re to l e t  him 

) \ 
"Di d  ' e  s e e  ye , Mi s t e r B a c o n ? n  a s  he swung o n e  g a t e  o pe n .  

"lvho was that , T om?n 

wa s .Si r Hu gh B e e s to- n ,  t-fi st e r  B a c o n , a �ki n ' a rt e r" you . "  
t \ 

Bacon laugh e d  -- i t  wa s f o rced a l i t tl e  -- and put a c o i n  i nt o  
the wai tin g  man ' s p alm. 

I I ·, 
" Te ll Si r Hugh I ri d e  to" G re e nwi c h  on the Que en ' s  busi ne s s .  I ' 11 

s e e  him the re !  n 
\ . 

\ ( 
U po n  whi ch he  s pu rre d  C e rb e ru s  and - t ro tt e d  o f f i nt o  the ni �ht ,  

but when he re ached · Hol b o rn Ci rcu s · he t u rned ri gh,t th rough the p re s s 
o f  t raffi c t owa rd Hi gh H o l b o rn ,  rath� r than l e f t , t owa rd N ewgate and 
Che a p si d e . 

' / 
( 

A c onfu s e d  j umbl e  o f  t ho ught s and f e elin� s clut t e re d  F ranci s '  
hea rt and mind fo r mile s  a f t e r lea�i ng H a tto n Pla c e . T h e  ugly bla c k  
mons te r bene a th him h a d  a wi ll �f  hi s own and onc e poi nt e d  in th e ri ght 
di re cti o n � F ranci s gav e  him hi s head to gall o p  on th e smo o the r ,  _ _ .  · '- � 
s t rai ghte r ·s t re t c he s .  S en si ti ve a s  he, wa s ,  he  could ne;ve r abu s e  an 
animal ; and he  soon felt a uni ty wi t h  t he b e a s t  whi ch mad e. t!_lem as  o ne . 
C e rb e ru s  sensed  hi s d e si re fo r s pped and F ranei s l e t  hi m c ho o s e hi s 
own pa c e . � t  wa s a g o o d  one . 

I t  wa s a re al sho ck and a d e p re s sing on e to have di s c ov e re d  Si r 
Hugh Be e s ton so clp s e  on  hi s h e el s . The n e t  re sul t  was. to  neut rali z e  
the exhi l a rati o n  of · t he pa rting wi th · Li lli b e t  and th row him. i nt o  a n  
i nt ro sp e c ti ve mo o d  whi c h  o s ci l la te d  b e twe e n  ang ry d e s pai r a n d  p ro fou nd 
d e p re s si o n  on tpe l ong ni ght· ri de to Go rhambu ry .  Re gardl e s s  of how he 
c on si d e re d  hi s si tuati o n  i t  wa s a bleak one � wi th only. a t raito r ' s 
no o se a s  a fi nal s oluti o n ,  unl e s s  he could e s cape f ro m  Eng1and b e f o re 
the Que e n ' s men c ould c a tc h  up wi t h  hi m .  

· i · 

Would hi s mo the r ' really b e  s o  ruthle s s  and� e ruel a s  t o  d e s t ro y  
him in t hi s manne r? Y e s ,  he wa s f o rc e d  t o  admi t ·that i n  o ne o f  he r 
rage s sh e ve ry li k ely would . But o f  e o u r s e  B e e s t on wa s a c ti ng o nly 
fo r C e ci l . That wily f o x  wa st t ryi n g  t o  k e e p  tab S' on him so  t hai; wh e n  · \.... 
hue and c ry turned i n  hi s di recti o n ,  the ch a se would b e  ' qui ckly 
c e s s ful one . / 

Y e t  t ry a s  he  would , he c ou l d  n o t  s e e  himse l f . l e avi ng England . 
B eyond Go rhambu ry all wa s a voi d whi cb e''en hi s s pl endi d mind could 
n o t  pe ne t rate . 1 

) \ 
The two mil e s o r  s o  alo ng O xf o rd to E d gewa re R o a d  we re� qui ckly 

pa s se d  o n  Ce rb e ru s ' b ro a d  l;>ack e H e  couldn ' t  hel p but b e  tha nk fu l  f·o r  
hi s b ro the r ' s c hoi c e  o f  a s t e e d  tha t ni ght ,  and f o r t h e  mas te rful 1 
ho rse b re e di ng supe rvi s e d  by hi s f athe r ,  the Ea rl o f  Lei c e s t e r ,  yea �s 
e a rli e r .  He wa s plai n Robe rt D udley when Eli z ab e th a sc ended the th ro ne 
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S he ma de him he r Ma s t e r o f  Ho rse . Go s si p  had i t  that thi s wa s o nly 
so she co uld have he r l ove r ri di n g  c l o s e  behind h e r in he r t rain . Thi s 
wa s t rue , but i t  wa s al s o  t rue that Rob e rt t h rew hims e l f  i nto thi s 
j ob wi th . t remend o u s  d rj. ve and o rgani z i ng skill . Choi c e  h o rsefl e sh 
wa s pu rch a s e d  all o v e r E u ro p e � i mpo rt e d  i nto Engl and a nd b re d  t o  l oc al 
s t o ck . 

T hi s ni ght , Lei c e s te r ' s  fi rst  s o n  by Eli z ab e th wa s bene fi tting 
f rom the excellent re sul t  o f  that wo rk o f  f o rty ye a r s  a g o . C e rbe ru s  
wa s the i de a l  c ombina ti on b red f o r  bo th b rawn a nd . s p e e d , a wa rho r s e , 
t rai n e d  o ri gin ally t o  c a rry i t s  ma s t e r i n  full a rmo r f o r  hou r s  i n  bat ­
tle , wi th s pe e d  and wind f o r  the attack and f o r  re t re a t  to s a f e ty .  I t  
s oftened s ome,fha t  the l·eaden a ch e  i n  hi s own h ea rt a s  h e  patted and 
t al k e d  to th� ' s pl endi d be a st b en e a th _him . 

" G o o d  C e rb e ru s , b rave C e rb e ru s , c a l'rY u s  swi f tly h ome f ro m  Lon e o n .  
Mayhap ,  fo r the l a s t time . " . 

C ri cklewo od wa s b e hi nd hi m. S o on th e re wa s H end on ove r o n  the 
ri ght , chu rch spi re ,  sho p s  and hous e s  bathed in s ort moo nli ght . He  
l o ok e d  l o ngin gly a t  th e Red Li o n  I nn a t  King sbury G re en as  he t ro t ted 
by . Many a ti me , bo th g o i n g  and c omi n g , had he st opp e d  �he re t o  slake 
the thi rs t o f  a d us ty ro ad . S o und s of me rri ment a nd the aura o f  human 
wa rmt h  and c ompani on ship pulled at hi m but he durst  not  s top and leave 
a re c o rd o f  hi s pa s sing . 

"lve mu s t  ha s t e , C.e rbe ru s , "  and he ur ged hi s b l a c k  s te e d  f rom a 
t ro t  t o  a gall o p . The thund e r  o f  t he g re a t  ho ove s s e tti ng d o g s  ba rk­
i n g  al ong the way . S ome c ame runni ng and ni pped a t  hi s he e l s  but 
the re wa s no devi ati on f rom tha t  s e t  cou rs e . 

F ea r  t old hi m t o  d ri ve t h e  animal t o  the utmos t �  bu t wi s d om ove r 
rod e  hi s f e a r s  and rei gned up a t  time s . O n c e  i t  wa s in a wo od , d ark 
and si l ent . The re he s,t and li s t ened in vai n for t he s ound s o f  p u r­
s ui t .  Only the ru s tle o f  a va g rant b re ez e  i n  th e !" e ave s and the s ou nd 
of C e rb e ru s ' h e avy b re athi n g  di s t u rbed the si l e nc e . A gai n i t  wa s a t  a 
fo rd .  H e  allowed the h o rse the b ri e f e s t  o f· d � nk s  a s  they pau sed i n  
mid- s t re am .  Once a c ro s s ,  F ran ci s di smounte d  and ref re she d him se l f , 
t o o , P rone by the ge ntly ri ppli ng wat e r s  h e  l i s t e ne d  a gai n f o r  the 
d read so und . He  had th rown B e e ston o ff the t ra ck t he n , fo r th e ti me 
bei n g  at  l e a s t . 

Ed gewa re wa s p a s t  and thi s l o ng , s t rai ght Roman read f ro m  Lond on 
fi nally mad e  i t s  fi rs t tu rn ,  t h rou gh the si te o f  a fo rgo t t e n  Roman 
vi lla ge , Svi l l o ni ac a e , whe re he  and hi s f o s t e r- f a th e r, Si r Ni cho la s ,  

· � had ye a rs b ef o re exeava t e d  f o r  a rt i fa c t s o f  tha t  an ci e nt ci vi li aa ti o n .  
Ti me only f o r a fl e et i ng memo ry o f  tha t ha ppy d ay a s  the ro ad swung 
n o rthwe s t  a gain a nd Ce rb e ru s ' e ag e r h o o f s  e nt e re d  the s t �ai ght s t re t ch 
t o  Rad l e t t .  F ran ci s gave t h e  b e a t t  hi s he ad a ga i n  a nd the wi nd whi s­
tled  pa st hi s e a rs . 

The re wa s c omf o rt i n  the road , the wi nd and the rhythmi c thund e r  
o f  the g re a t  ho o f s  b e n e a th . H e  s que e z e d  a t  C e rb e ru s ' si d e s  wi th hi s 
k n e e s .  O h , that thi s ri d e  through mo o nli ght an d Engli sh c ount ry si d e  
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c ould · go  on fo reve r ,  wi t h  all c a re and t rouble le ft behi nd ! Then i t  
ha ppened . C e rbe ru s  t ri pp e d  and wen t  d own ,  th rowi ng F ra.nci. s cle a r  and 
i nt o  the di t c h .  H ow long he lay t he re u n c on s ci ou s he c ou l d  n o t  knbw , 
one mi nure o r  an hou r ,  e xc e p t  th a t  the mo o n  di d s e em lowe r  i n  the sky . \ 

Hi s ho?se ! He s a t  up and l o ok e d  di z z i ly and wi l dly a ro und . The 
fai thful b e a s t  wa s s tandi n g qui e tly ne a rby, ni bbl i n g  a t  the g ra s s 
along the si d e  o f  the ro ad � He heaved a si gh o f  reli e f  a nd sank g rat e ­
f ully back i nt o  s ome cu s hi o ni ng we e d s .  O ne bi g whi t e  blo s s om caug� t  
hi s �ye . I t  wa s t rump e t- shaped and i t a  bi g ,  b el l-li ke o pe ni ng fully 
five i nche s a c ro s s  wa s wi d e  t o  the moo nl i ght a nd t�e dimly b reakin g 
dawn . Henbane l '  He wa s lyi n g  i n  a. g rowth o f  the pu rpl e - s t emme d , b ro ad ­
g re en-l e a f e d  vi ne whi ch ext e nd e d  f o r  ya rd s a l o n g  the di t c h . He re wa s 
a subtl e poi s on ,  b ellad o nna , whi ch c ould pai nle s sly put him i n  a d ream­
li ke t ranc e f rom whi c h  the re wa s n o  re tu rni ng t o  the  f le s h . It wou ld 
b e  a slow,  ne at , s u re way of e s e ape f rom the sham� of th e t ri al whi ch 
lay ahead of him ,  f rom the fi l thy ho rro rs  of Eli z ab e than dunge on s ,  
t o rtu re by T o pcli ff e , and exe cuti o n. 

S u re o f  hi s c o u rs e  n o w  F ranci s s a t  up a gai n ,  di z zy f ro m  an a chin g 
head but o t h e rwi s e  s ound o f  wi n d  and b o dy .  - The re wa s the · bl e e di ng 
b rui s e  on hi s s calp to remind him o f  hi s he a d l o ng fall . He f ou nd hi s 
hat nea rby, s t o o d  up , pulle d hi s sw·o rd and cut of f a ya rd o r  s o  o f  
t h e  to ugh vine . H e  mad e  sure that o n  i t  we re s ev e ral �o f  t he ri pe s e e d  
po d s  lihi ch c o ntained t h e  l et hal d o s e ne e d e d . H e  wra pp e d  t he vi ne 
a round hi s wri s t ,  remount e d  Ce rb e rq s  and wa s of f a nd runni n g  th rou gh 
the s t a rtled Haml e t  o f  Radle tt � 

Ri ve r C o lney s o on bl o ck e d  thei r pa th but not  f o r  long . H e re he 
s t o pp e d  not f o r  d ri nk n o �  all owe d C e rb e ru s  a ni p .  A s  he a pp ro ached 
F ro gmo rc i n  the rapi dly li ghte ni n g  mo rn , he  wa s l oa th t o  ri d e  throu gh 
S t .  A l ban s and be re c o gni z ed by s ome e a rly ri sin g yeo man so he swung 
off t o  the l e ft ove r Bo ne Hi ll and t owa rd Chi swellg re en .  T hi· s roa d  
wa s li ttle b e t te r than a t rai l .  I t  s lowe d  hi m down b u t  C e rb e ru s  c o uld 
pi ck hi s f o o tin g i n  the d awn li ght , T he c ro s s i ng a t  P o t t e rs c ro uch 
wa s d e s e rt e d . A p p s pond wa s qui e t ,  a pe rf e c t  mi r ro r for the gl o ry of 
the e a s te_ rn sky -- until Ce rb e ru s' muff l ed thund e r  s ta rt l e d  the fowl 
and . a honkin g du ck took o f f  ami d a tho u s and ri pple s .  T h e n  pa s t  Hi ll 
End and t h e  ga rd e n s  of  Go rhambu ry were b e f o re him • . T hi s f amili a r and 
beloved pl a c e , red �l ent o f  th e lush g ro wt h  o f  J uly, ali ve ld th t he 
mo rni n g  s on, g s  o f  hi s f ri en d s , t he bi rd s , t ou c he d  d e e ply a nd t e a rs 
welled up . 

"A sad fa rewell , thi s �  C e rb e ru s ,. t o  l a nd I love b e s t . "  

Well i n  among the appl e  t re e  and the plum , h e  di smount e d  and gave , .. 
hi s mou.nt a s ha rp slap o n  th e rump to s end him t o,·Ta rd the di s t a nt s ta­
ble s and the t owe r o f  Go rhambu ry ,  v·i sible abo ve the o rch �rd t re e s .  
H e  half-bli nd ly fo und hi s way t o  a � e clud e d  bench . It had known hi s � 
me di tat'i o n s  b e f o re when t he wo rld had go ne. a gain s t  him . '�e ll hi d d en 
i t  wa s ,  a rche d ove r of  vi ne s he avy wi th g ra p e s ev en now p ro mi si n g  thev 
ri pe  fullne s s  of a go o d  harve st . ' 

"S e l f  mu rd e r , "  he sai d aloud a s  he c o nt empla ted the l o ad e d  po d s  
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o f  s e e d s  o f  the poi s o no u s  plant i n  hi s hand s ,  the s t em s  a darke r ,  mo re 
si ni s t e r pu rpl e th a n  t h e  fi rst fl u s h  on the g ra p e s  ove rh ea d . " Be t te r 
the i gnomi ny o f  thi s tha� shame the p roud h ou s e  and fai r name o f  S i r 
Ni chola s Ba c o n  wi th the ma rk o f  t rai t o r. " 

The tough s pi ny p o d s d e fi e d hi s fin ge rs a nd he h ad n e e d  o f  the 
point o f  hi s swo rd f o r o p e nin g .  The half-d omen o n  hi s l en gt h  o f  vi ne 
we re t re a te d  t hu s ,  to gi ve him a c u p - full o r  mo re of t he heady s t u f f . 
Even a s  he di d thi s a shud d e r s h o ok him f rom head t o  f o o t . \va s  i t  
f e a r? O r  shame ? O r  o nly e a rly mo rnin g  chi l l ?  -A fla g on o f  s t e ami n g 
wi ne f ro m  C hi lli ng swo rth ' s ,  o r  f rom the Go rhambu ry ki t chen ne a rby , 
would hav e  b e e n  t he t a s ti e s t d ri nk i n · the wo rl d j us t  t he n . 

11 I s  t he re no thi ng to w a s h  thi s l e t hal b re ak f a s t  d own? "  he l o o ke d  
a ro und helpl e s sl y .  "Henbane , d o  thou t hy wo rk wel l , even . a s  I have 
wo rke d  i ll z n 

S t e adyi ng one t rembling hand wi t h  the o the r h e  p l a Q e d  a hug e  pi neh 
of t�e s e e d  in hi s mouth and b e g a n  chewi ng .  S ome we re fi rm a nd so me 
s till s o ft and j Di cy .  The , t a s t e  wa s n o t  di s a g re e abl e .  S o  i t  wa s e a sy ­
t o  �wal low them down a nd t ak e  an o th e r mouth fu l . I n  hi s we akened c o ndi • 
ti o n  a f t e r an all"ni ght ri d e , no sl e e p  and no b re akfa s t , he knew i t  
s hould n ' t  b e  l on g  f o r the poi s o n  t o  t ake a f f e c t . 

F ranci s expe c t e d  a s ha rp a go ny o f  wri thi ng a nd pai n  f �o m  t he s t o ­
ma ch . The fi r s t  re sp o n s e  wa s a so rt o f  gl ow s p re adi n g t h rou gh hi s 
b o dy ,  a gene ral l o o s e ni ng of t h o s e  ti e s  -. whi ch bi n d  co n s ci ou sne s s  t o  
fl e s h .  Wave af t e r wave o f  gi d di ne s s  swept ove r him . Man f ully , h e  c o n­
ti nue d  che14'i ng and swallo wi n g  th e s e ed unti 1 wi ll cou ld no l ong e r c o n­
t ro l  the body . M e  s t re t c he d  cu t on the b e n c h  a nd wa s go ne • 
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CHA PTER TEN - / . -----------........--

B e e s t o n , Li lli b e t and t.be Ri d e  

'-

Ha p py t o  have s e e n F ra nci s a gai n a nd s ad ove r the sud d e n  t u rn o f  
· even t s  i n  the li f e  o f  h e r l ov e r 1  i t  wa s · a t rouble d Lady Ha t to n  

who l e f t  the hallway , di smi s s e d  the butl e r  f o r t h e  ni g�t , l o ok e d  
b ri e fly i n  o n  he r s l e e pi ng d aught e r  a nd , wi th t h e  h e l p  o f  B ri d ge t , 
p repa re d  f o r  b e d  h e rself . 

He r a chi ng he a rt told he r she
" 

should have go n e  wiJ th F ranci s fo r 
that l o n g  ri d e  t h rough the ni ght , · but vould she , ha d h e  sai d the wo rd ? 
T o h e r su rp ri se , · she rea li z e d she would have d a re d  an o the r s candal t o  
b e  wi th him i n  thi s c ri si s . · 

" I s  ' e  i n  s o re t ro uble , mum? " a s ked B ri d ge t . 

"Who ? "  

" Th e  barri s t e r ,  Mi s te r  B a c o n , "  t h e  li t tl e  mi nx re pli e d  k n owd. ngly . 
S he wa s wra ppi ng he r mi st re s s ' ha�d wi th a clean whi t e  c l o th s t ri p . 
" ' E wa s ' e re a bi t a go ) a fi n e  g e ntl eman . "  

"How eve r di d you know? "  

" Hi g gi nb o th am t old me . I t ol d  hi m s o me pi n ,  t oo . "  

"What wa s that , 

"Si r Hugh B e e s t on wa s ' e re ,  l o o ki n ' a rt e r Hi s t e r Baco n . "  

Whi ch i nf o rmati o n  s t a rt l e d  Lady Ha t t o n  s o  she j e rk e d  h e r hand . 

" Ouch I "  and B ri d ge t  s t o pped w ra p pi ng . "D ont s t o p  now, lJ ri d ge t  1 
fi ni s h  i t ,  and b ru sh my hai r and t h e n  to b e d· -- b o th o f ' u zs . '' 

"Y e s ,  mum. " 

" How di d yo u know S i r Hugh wa s h e re ?" 

11I s e e n  ' im .  ' E  ti p p e d  m e  t o  t e l l  whe re Mi ste r Bacon' wa s ri di n  t .  '' 

"A nd di d yo u t el l  him ? "  Li lli b e t  t r.l. e·d t o  appe a r  caltn. 

" " I  di dn ' t  know, mum , but ' e  l e a rn e d  i t  f ro m  t he gat eman . "· 
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" O h ?" 

" ' E t o l d  ' i m  ' e  wa s ri d i n ' t o  G re enwi c h  t o  s e e  th e Que e n . "  

" Oh-h-h , "  Li lli b e t  b re at..hed a si gh o f  reli e f  a nd relaxe d . 

"Di d ' e  d o  s ome pi n ' wro n g �  mum?" S he pi nned the f re sh b a nd a g e  
wi t h  a b ri ght li t tl e  cla s p .  

"N o J th a t  wa s all ri ght b e c au s e  M r .  Ba c o n  i s  s a fe . "  

"S a f e , mum? " 

"N eve r mi..!!.!! , B ri d ge t �  g e t  o n  wi t h  my/ hai r .  lve sh ould be abed 
now. We ' ve a busy d ay t omo r ro w . " 

B ri d ge t  c a re fully the n b ru s he d  out the l on g  d a rk t re s s e s a s  h e r 
mi s t re s s  admi red he rse l f  i n  t h� mi rro r . S he c o �ld i nd e e d  b e  p roud 
o f  the fi rm youn g  b ody , fu lly round ed and ri pe f o r  love and mo t he r­
h o od , i t s radi an t  c u rve s · a gl ow i n  the s o ft c a1ldl e li ght and s c a rc,e 
c o n c e al e d  by h e r fi lmy ne gli ge e .  

O n c e  a b e d  and B ri d ge t  g on e  wi th the li ght , ale e p  di d n o t  c ome 
e a sily to Li llibe t .  That same mo o n  whi ch mad e  b ri ght p a t t e rn s  a c ro s s  
he r fl o o r a nd b e d  was li ghti n g  F ranci s '  l on g  ri d e  out t o  Go rhambu ry . 
S he b re a the d a p raye r f o r  hi s s a f e ty and c omfo rt a nd f ell t o  wond e ri n g  
wha t l a y  bey o nd Go rhambury f o r him ,  and he r? B ri e f  vi si o n s  of F ra nci s 
a r re s t e d  and b ro ught t o  t ri al lite a c ommon c ri mi na l  we ee t o o  h o rri ble 
t o  c o n t empl a t e . S h e  fi rmly re£u se d  t hem ha rbo r a nd f ell a sl e e p , to 
d re am o f  F ra nci s re c ei vi ng h o no r s  f rom the Que e n  and h e rs e l f  s ta ndi n g 
p ro udly by . 

· 

"Mum. l.fum! u 

I t  wa s B ri d g e t  gently sha ki n g  h e r b e d . Li lli b e t  reluc tantly 
opened he r e ye s to s e e  he r mai d di mly o utli ne d i n  th e d a rk e ne d  ro o m .  
D awn wa s li gh t e ni ng the e a s t e rn h o ri z o n .  S h e  h ad sl e p t  t ho u gh i t  
s e emed she had o nly j u s t  c l o s e d  pe r eye s .  

" t t t s  t i m ,  mum , S i r Hugh . ' E ' s  back a gain to s e e ye . "  

"Wha t ,  a t  t hi s ung o d ly h o u r? T e ll hi m t o  c ome b a c k  l a t e r , "  a nd 
Lady Ha t t on s t re t ehed and tu rne d ove r t o  g o  back to sl e e p .  

" 'E s ay s  i t s  a b out Mi s t e r ·B a c o n , mum. .  ' E  mus t  know wh e re ' e  i s , " 
B ri d ge t  wa s pl e adi ng wi th h e r .  

� Wi th thi s he r mi s t re s s  s a t  up s t rai ght i n  b e d  a nd Tubbed the 
sl e e p  f rom he r �ye s .  

' " G e t  my ro be 1 h e l p  me wi t h  �Y hai r .  I ' ll t e ll S i r Hugh whe re 
M r .  B a c o n  i s  -- b ut he ' ll b e  telling me a f ew t hi n g s ,  t o o !  G e t ting 
me up at thi s h o r ri ble ho u r i " 
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Li k e  many a young , hi gh-bo rn Eli z ab e than l a dy o f  tha t ti me , Li l �  
li b e t  sl e p t  nud e i n  summe r t i me ; but B ri d get s o on had he r p re s e ntable 
i n  Veneti an si lk and l a c e , he r g o rge ou s  hai r li ghtly pi nned into a 
s embl an c e  o f  o rd e r  and s t reaming b a c k  ove r �e r. sh ould e rs � 

"Whe re ' ll you s e e  ' i m ,  mum?" a sked B rl d ge t . 

"D own s tai rs � o f  co u rse . I d o n t  want that s ti nking f o p  sme lling 
up my p ri vy chambe r ! "  excl aime d Li lli b e t . " That ' s  whe re he i s ,  I 
h o p e . '1 

"Y e s ,  mum , " re pli e d  B t-i d ge t  me ekly . " I ' ll g o  ·t ell ' i m. " 

" A nd i f  Hi g gi nbo t ham ' s  up , ha ve him g e t  s ome one to wa rm up s ome 
wi n e  and a muffi n o r  two . I ' ll b e  ne e di n g· f o o d f o r  t hi s vi si t !  Si r 
Hugh wi ll , to o ,  no d ou b t . " 

"Y e s ,  mum . " 

A nd B ri d ge t  l e f t  he r t o  put ·the fi nal t o u ch e s o n  he r t oi l e t te . 
S h e  wa s s o o n  rea dy a nd on he r way d o wn t ·o  me e t  thi s ma n o f  i nd e t e rmi n­
ate s ex and und e fi na bl e  mo ral s .  H a t t o n  H ou s e  wa s l i ght e n ou g h  now 
that he wa s e a si ly vi si bl e  i n  th e g re at h al l , slump e d  we a ri ly i n  a 
chai r • .  H e  ha d the g ra ce t o  s t a nd whe n she app roa ch e d  hi m ,  w.i th mE  the 
f o rmali ty of, � g re e ti n g .  

"Wha t me ane s t  thi s i n* ru si o n ?  Ha s t  t h ou c ome wit h  s o me wo rld ­
s ha ki n g  me s· sa ge f ro m  my uncl e ? "  

. - : .. 

"Y o u r· la·dyshi p , "· he ma d e  a swe e pi ng b ow a nd , wi th a tsi red smi rk , 
�' I b e g  y o'U ·r. pa rd on , bu t i nd e e d  you r uncle a nd he r ma j e s- t y ,  t he Que e n , 
a re mo s t  c u ri ou s  a s  t o  the whe re a bout s o f  F ranci s B a con . "  

H e r f a c e flame d up s c a rl e t  re d and she j e rk e d  b a ck a s  t hough 
slapp e d . 

OA re you s o  p re sutnp tuo u s  a s  to thi nk he hou s e d  und e r thi s roo f 
thi s ni ght ? n  

" Le t  u s  n o t  mi nc e wo rd s ,  m '  La d y , '' the smi rk vani s h e d  a nd Si r Hugh 
wa s all t h re a t eni ng s e ri ou s n e s s .  "M r .  B a c o n  l!:!!. he re l a s t  ni ght . I know 
i t . Y o u r  s e rvant s know i t . Y ou know i t . If h e  i s  not he re no w, whe �  
di d he g o ? "  

" I  am n o t  H r .  B a c o n ' s vale t , no r hi s butl e r ,  no r hi s s e c re ta ry ,  
that hi s whe re a bo ut s a re o f  imme di a t e  c o nc e rn t o  me , Si r Hugh B e e s t o n ! "  
s h e  re pli e d  an g rily. " No r  c a n  I c o nc eive any re a s o n  why they should b e  
o f  a ny c o nc e rn t o  he r Ma j e s ty . " 

"Si r R o b e rt ha th b e en. i n  P ri vy C o uncil me e ti ng all ni gh t , W e  have 
j u s t  re tu rned f rom G re e nwi c h .  

"D i d s t  thou no t s e e  hi m th e re ? " 
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"Who ? F ranci s B a c on ?  O f  c ou r s e  n o t l  N ei the r di d anyo ne el s e . " 
/ 

"S t rapge , "  Li lli b e t  re pli e d , d e e ply puz z l e d ; " he t ol d  me that 1 

su ch wa s d e s ti n a ti o n .  S i t do wn ,  man . Tho u a rt �i r�d . Hi g gi nb otham 
sho ul d  s o o n  b e  he re wi th win e  an d m uffi n s .  n f . I . 

S he d e spi s e d  thi s dan�i fi ed f o p . H e  re e ked o f  swe a t , h G rse and 
human ; and thi s ,  c ombi ned wi th t ha t  si ck eni ng ma s culi n e - f emi ni ne pe r­
fume he aff e c t e d , mad e  hi s p re s e n c e  that e a rly mo rni ng h o u r  almo s t  t o o 
muc h  t Q  b e a r ;  but she had ne e d  o f  i nf o rmat io n ,  t o o ,�-

B e e s t o n  s p rawl e d ; c a rele s s  o f  hi s l o ng cu rl s  he l ea ne d l hi s be ad 
b a c k  on the chai r and rel e a s e d  a g ra t e ful si�gh th ro u gh pu rsed li p s . 

" Could s t  thou make that e g g s  and butt e r  t o o ,  m ' La dy ? "  

Lady Ha t t on cla ppe d  be r hand s .  T he sound s e emed s t ran gely l oud 
in the e a rly mo rning qui e t of th� g re a t  hall . 

" Now , S i r Hugh , 11 she c h o se a s t rai ght-backe_d chai r c l o s eL by and 
f a ci ng hi m ,  "why all t hi s c o nc e rn  .ove r t he whe re abou t s  of M r .  B a co n ? " 
S he wa s all i nn o c en t , womanly cu ri o si ty .  \ 1 

A s  he wa s f.tami ng hi s reply , Hi g ginbo th am sho we d /up wi d e  awake 
and flawl e s sly live ri e d , hand s o me in hi s h ea vy- bo di e d , wi d e- should e re d  
way . S he o rd e re d  e g g s  a n d  but te r  fo r t he two o f  t h e m  and hu rri e d  him 
back to the ki t ch e n . 

r / 
" I t ' s t re a s on ,  m ' Lady , t re a s o n , "  re pli e d  B e e s t o n  slowly , a ft e r  

the butl e r  wa s g o ne . He s ai d  i t  ·a s  t hou gh suc h  we re an ev� ryd ay o c ­
cu rrenc e .  " The ne ws i s  a l l  ove r Lond o n ,  o r  wi ll b e  b y  mi d -mo rni n g . 
Eve ry playh ou s e  i n  Lon d o n  i s  s hut d own ,  wi ll b e  t o rn d own , and many 
an a c t o r wi l l be in th e Cli nk . n 

'\ 
"Di d s t  thou c ome 1te re a t  t hi s  ung o dly ho u r  t o  i n s ul t  me , l.f r .  B e e-

s t o n? .Thi nk e s t  t h o u  Lady H a t t on wou ld ha ve ou ght t o  do wi th a commo n 
a c t o r?" N ow she wa s p ro pe rly i n s ul t e d . 

\. 

" N o , m ' Lady , thou would s � -
not ; but the wri t e r s  o f  th e s e t re a son­

ous ma squ e s  a re c on si d e re d  e qual).y gui l ty ,  nay , mo r·e and M r .  B a c o n  
d o th wri t e fo r the Chamb e rl ai n  c ompaay . " 

" Thi s i s  the st ran ge s t  tale I hav e  h e a r� i n  · a ll t hi � wo rld ! "  He r 
an g ry a s t o ni s hme nt wa s o bvi o u s  but Si r Hugp c on ti nue d wi th the f a c t s  
she was a nxi ou s  t o  he a r. ) 

\ , 
" Th e  p o s t s  out , c-l o si n g  the thea t re s .  T h e n  they ri d e  t o  the 

pe a s �nt- tqwn s  o f  the we s t  wi th the s p e e d  o f  the wi nd . H e r Ma j e s ty 
ha s o f f e re d  g rea t rewa rd s  t o  t h em that b ri n g s  them i n ,  d e a d  o r  alive , 
a c t o rs , pla y ri ght s .  n 

" To thi nk that the hono rable s on o f  Si r Ni ch o l a s Bacon should 
e ve n  be su spe c t e d  of t re a s o n , " Li lli b e t  s h o o k 1 he r h e ad . "I c ant 
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beli eve i t .  
I know him .  

T hi s i s  s ome wi ld t a l e  c o o k e d  up b y  my uncl e �  I swe a r .  
Di d he stuff h e r  Ma j e sty ' s  e a Fs wi th thi s li e ? '' 

" Th a t  he �id ,  m ' Lady ,  but i t ' s  the t ruth . " He s ta rt e d  up s t rai ght 
f rom hi s chai r .  " Thi nk s t  thou S i r Rob e rt WQuld ri s k  hi s o f fi c e  i f  i t  
we re n o t  t rue ? H e r Ma j e s ty t ol d  C e ci l  tha t i f  h e  c ould p ro v e  F ra n ci s 
B a c o n  wro t e Ri e ha rd ti s he ' d  hav e him e xe cut e d ! tt 

Lilli b e t  s �a rt e d  ba c k  i n  s h o ck a t  t hi s ,  no r ) di d s he t ry t o  hi d e  
i t  f rom B e e s t o n . S h e  wa s s aved f rom maki ng a n  immedi a t e  re j oi nd e r 
by Hi g gi nb o tham , who s e rved t h em e a c h  a t ray of e g g s  a nd but t e �, t o a s­
ted muf fi a s  and s t e amin g  win e . He di s c re e tly re ti re d but no·t s o  fa r 
that h e  c ou l dn ' t  o ve rhe a r s ome o f  thei r c o nve rsati o n .  B e e s t on f ell 
t o  wi th a wi ll and Li lli b e t  f o und he r s e l f  s u rp ri si n gly hun g ry .  The 
wa rm f o o d  wa s c almi n g  and rea s su �i n g . S he wa s s i l en tly t hankful she 
had o rd e red i t ,  an d fo r Hi g gi nb o t ham ' s effi Qi e ncy . 

"My uncle hath no p ro o f  tha t F ranci s wri t  the play s , Ri cha rd . I I- , 
Ri cha rd I I t  o r  a ny o the r .  A ll L o nd o n  s howe t h  g re a t  int e re s t  i n · Ma s­
qui ng .  T hi ne own a t tend a n c e  a t  the The a t re a nd the Cu rtain i s  mo r e  
o f t e n  t h a n  tha t  o f  M r .  B a c o n z u  

� 

Be e s t o n ' s  mo uth wa s t o o  full o f  f o od f o r a reply s o  she t o ok 
ano th e r ta ck . 

"N o ne but a f o ol wo uld beli eve tha t wo e - b e g on e , h a t e fu l , f a t 
c rea tu re , S h a g s bu rre � i s  a ma sk f o r the b ri lli ant l awye r .  H e � Ma j e s ty 
ha s- known hi m si n c e  he wa s a c hi ld . "  · 

"!!!.2l! kn owe s t  well he r ra ge s , '' repli e d  the f op wi. t h  a l e e r  a s· he . 
mou thed hi s e gg s . He g e s tu r e d  t owa rd he r band a g e d  fing e r. n rbe 
Que en swo re tha t  e v e ry man e nga ged in t h e  p ro du c ti o n  o f  Ri c ha rd II on 
the s ta g e , unle s s  th ey g�ve up the real auth o r ,  sho ul d  di e a bl o od y  
d e a th . '' 

" B ut supp o s e  Wi ll i s  the rea l  auth o r  o f  the play s ? "  

"Pah , "  B e e s. t o n  sno rt e d , 11 eve ryone knows t he fa t fell ow c anno t  
wri t e . The s e  muc h  admi red pl ay s a re t h e  wo rk o f  a g entleman - - a nd 
a p a ga n . The Bi s h o p  o f  l'lo rce s t e r sai d so hims elf . "  

"A pa ga n ? "  a sked Li lli b e t  i n  di s beli ef .  

"Aye , the Bi shop t ol d  the Que en the pu rp o s e  o f  the play s i s  th e 

• 

d e s t ructi o n  of t he Ch ri sti an re li gi on . T h ou gh h e  a dmi red .thei r n o b l e  4-
c omp o si ti o n  a nd sai d the re i s  no e qual i n_ the Engli sh langua ge si nc e 
the time o f  G owe r . " 

Li ll ibe t di d n ' t  qui t e  kn ow wha t  t o  s ay t o  t hi s ;  f o r  Be e s t o n � s  
wo rd s we re i nd e e d  a s o rt o f  p ro o f  o f  F ranci s ' gua rd e d  admi s si on s  o f  the 
d ay b e f o re . S he wa s thankful t o  ha ve b re akfa s t  be f o re he r.  E a ti n g 
g ave h e r  an exe u s e  f or no imme d i a t e  re ply a nd ti me to t hi nk . Bu t 
B e e s t on waxe d e�pan si ve f o r  the s ame re a so n . A fte r all , th e b e auti fu l  
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c re a tu re b e f o re him was a Ce ci l . 

" Thin e  uncl e i n s t ruc t e d  t he po at s ,  when t h ey f i nd S bak s p e re and 
hi s men ,  to ·of fe·r t hem i mmuni ty fo r thei r pa s t  mi s d e e d s i f  they ma ke a 
clean b re a s t  o f  i t  a nd tell -who re ally p re pa red the d ange rou s play o f  
Ri cha rd I I .  H e r ma j e s ty e v e n  sugge s t e d  t e rms o f  g ra c e  and pa rd on � o  
the S t rat£o rd c l own a nd hi s f el l ows -- eve n a rewa rd -- i f  h e  wi ll 
tell the n ame o f  the man who fu rni shed hi• wi th Ri cha rd I I  and the 
re s t  o f  the s e  play s . "  

"S uppo s e  a ct o r  Wi ll get s wi nd o f  thi s pl o t  a nd d o t h  fly the 
c ount ry? '* 

" Th e  po s t s  g o  una rme d , "  repli e d  B e e s t o n ,  wavi n !t  hi s k ni f e ex­
pansi vely . " Th e  o ffi c e rs a re t o  s ay n o t hi n g  ab out thi s t o  a nyo ne . 
When they a r re s t  S hak s p e re t he y  a t  fi r s t  a re t o  t re at hi m �i ndly a nd 
a s k hi m why h e  s h ould t ry t o  i n ju re t h e  Que e n ,  wh o had neve r ha rmed 
him ,  and appe al to hi s b e t te r f e eli ns s . He ' s  t o  b e  urged t o  c onfe s s  
t o  s ave hi s own li f e  and f o rtu ne . "  

" P ray God h e  d o e s� t ! "  sai d Li l li b e t  d e fi an tly . 

''M ' La dy , " re pli e d  B e e s t on i n  s ome su rp ri s e , "woul d s t  allow t rai ­
t o rs t o  g o  unpuni s he d ? "  

" N o , ra the r would I s e e  a n  i nn o c e n t  man g o  f re e  of) t h e  taint o f  
t re a s o n , o f  the i gnominy o f  t ri al a n d  puni s hme n t . T h e  S t ra t f o rd 
cl own me a n s  n o t hi n g  t o  me . M r. B a c o n  me a ne th muc h  -- " A mou thful 
of t o a s te d  muffi n wa s a p e ri o d  to thi s la s t . 

" H a s t  thou f o rg o t t e n  t hy uncl e ?  S u re ly thi s t h re a t t o  hi s po si -. 
ti o n  and powe r ,  ·hi s g re a t  re sp o n si bili ty t o  the Que e n  and the S t a te , 
me an mo re t o  you th an tJti s namel e s s ,  p e nni l e s s ,  l andl e s s  ba rri s te r . " 

Lady H a t t o n ' s  f ai r c omplexi o n  flu s h e d  :re d a t  t hi s a nd i t  )f-& S no t 
l o st on B e e s to n . H e r  fi r s t  a n g ry rea c ti o n  t o  hi s c o n t emptuoe s t o ne 
wa s held ba ck . P e rhap s  h e  had gi ve n he r the l e a d  she wa s l o o ki ng fo r .  
He r re s pon s e  wa s c a re ful ly mea su re d . 

" Thi s puz z l e th me . "  S he nodd e d  he r h e a d  a s  t hou gh i n  pa rti al 
a g re ement wi th him a nd l o o k e d  d o.wn - t  he r pl a te . "M r .  B a c o n  i s  la nd ­
l e s s , wi thout ho no rs ,  po si ti o n  o r  powe r ;  ye t my uncle f e a re th him 
mo re t ha n  any o the r man a t  c o u rt . C an s t  thou t ell me why ? "  

S he rai sed he r eye s ,  t h o s e  li mpi d p o ol s o f  wa rmth a nd l ov e li ne s s  
and b e ame d a d a z z li n g  h alf- smi l e  s t rai ght a t  him .  H e  i n  hi s tu rn wa s 
di s c omfi t t e d  by thi s di re c t  a nd gui l el e s s  que s ti o n ,  and tu rned hi s 
gaz e down a t  hi s f o o d . 

'' Thou knowe s t n o t  what thou a s k , "  B e e s t o n  repli e d  qui e tl y .  

" Then I 'm a f rai d thou mu s t  g o  emp ty-hand e d , Si r Hugh . the re i s  
a p ri ce o n  my i nf o rmati on whi ch t hou a S't n o t  wi lli ng t o  pay . " 
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" Thou a rt a C e ci l , "  he s ai d  emp�a ii c ally , i rri t a te d . " I S  t hat 
not enou g h ?  T hy fi rst l oyal ty s h ould be ' t o  thy f athe r ,  t}J.i ne uncl e , 
and hi s f athe r . '' \ 

. \ 
\ . 

" I f I we re a man ,  ye s • . My mi nd wo uld tell me whe re illy b e s t  i n­
te re st lay ;  but I am a woman who l o oke th t o  h� r hea rt !  ! _re s p e c t  
my uncl e f o r  hi s p owe r a n d  p o s i ti o n ,  b u t  I l ove M r .  � a e o n  f9 r himsel f ; " 

The re , she had bl u rt e d  ou t wha t  had b e en bui ld i n g . up Wi thi n pe r 
t o  u n su spe c t e d  p re s su re �  f o r  the pa s t  2 4  h o u r s . S i r Hugh wa s s h o c ke d , 
t o o . H e  sto o d  up qui c kly , s h owi ng mu c h  g reat e r  vi g � r  t ha n  whe n  he 
a rri ve d , and put hi s b re akfa s t  t ray a si d e wi th a c ra sh .  

"Y o u  re fu s e  t o  rev e al· the whe re ab out s o f  yo u r  l ove r? Y ou f o o l . 
Y ou si lly , si l ly f o o l ! "  He sho ok hi s finge r a t  he r .  

Lady H�t t o n  remai ned calm f o r the mome nt , and s e a t e d . 

"F o ol ,  Si r Hugh ? F o o l  I would be l f  thou re c ei ve d, p re ci ou s  i n­
f o rmati o n  a nd I re c ei ved none . "  S he t o o k  a l on g  t hi rsty d ri nk o f  
h e r wi ne and s e t  t h e  c u p  d own d e c� si vely o,n he r t t'ay .

\ . 
" I f thou ha s t  gt ven thy h e a rt t o  that unfo rtuna t e  ma n ,  t roubl e 

and s o r row will b e  thy l o t f o r  the re s t  o f  t hy d ay s ,, La dy H a t t on . • 

H e ' s  d amne d  i n  the b o o k  o f  h e av�n and f a t e d  t �  b e  a c omm� ne r al l hi s 
d ay s  -- i f  h' d o e s n ' t  l o s e  hi s head the s o o ne r . " 

-
0 

"My un cle i s  not G o d-, Si r Hugh ! "· 

" N o , but the Que en i s ,  m ' Lady -- t o  he r l oyal sub j e c t s ! "  Si r � 
Hugh wa s s ti ll s�a�i ng hi s fi nge r .  N ow he pa c e d  back and f o rth b e ­
f o re h e r .  " A n d  t o  h e r s o n s  even mo re s o . T h e  me re s t  _th re a t  t o. he r 
th ro ne and s c e pt re evok e s the wi lde s t  ra ge a nd swi f t  re p ri s al . "  

" He r  s o n s , S i r Hugh ?  S pe a ke s t  thou o f  !.Qll.! t o  ou r vi rgi n Qll:e e n ? tt 
S h e  s a t  i n  o p en-mou�hed ama z e .  \ r  

"Y e s ,  m ' Lady , "  he re pli ed wi t h  a mixtu re o f  am'tCseme nt a nd c on­
t emp t as he s t o o d  di re c tly b e f o re h e r ,  feet apa rt ,  hand s cla s p e d  b e ­
hi nd hi s b a c k  f o r empha s i s ,  -" he r  s on s , F ra nci s Ba c o n  a nd t h e  Ea rl o f  
E s s e x  - - and Lei c e s t e r wa s thei r fathe r . " 

� r • \ "" . � 
" He ' s  a ba s t a rd then , "  s h e  s a i d  si mply a s  t hough she c o ll d n ' t  

b e li eye i t .  

The Que en and Lei c e s t � r we re hono rably ma r ri ed a t  the h ome of 
Lo rd P emb ro ke - i n  Lond o n ,  C h ri s tma s Eve , b e f o re F ranci s B aco n wa s bo rn 
i n  j anu a ry ,  but B e e s t o n  wa s n ' t  a b o u t  to gi ve h e r t ha t  s o la c e .

(/ 
· 

"N ow y,ou have you r  p re .ci o u s i nf o rmatio n ,  'm ' La d y .  I d emand mi ne . 
Whe.re i s  he ? '' 

S he wa s ati ll t o o  muc h  i n  a s t a t e  o f  s h o c k  t o  be o-ffended by hi s 
i n s ole�t manne r ,  o r  to re ply . H e  s te pped f o rwa rd , t o ok the t ra� f rom 
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he r lap and j e rk e d  he r rud el y t o  he r f e e t . 

"Whe re i s  he ? "  he sna x-l e d , and s h o ok h e r ,  but no t s o  vi ole ntly 
that she l o s t  si ght of he � own purp o se to s e nd him on a wi ld go o se 
cha s e . 

" T o  D ove r l  T o  D ov e r !  T h ou f o o l , unhand me l "  

But B e e s t o n  ne e d e d  n o  o rd e r  f ro m  h e r .  H e  d i d  unhand he r a s  qui ck­
ly as he had lai d ho1d o f  he r ,  and back e d  q ui ckly away , wi th a swe e p­
i n g , mo cking bow. 

" Te n  tho u sand pa rd on s , m ' Lady 1 but thi s af fai � of the S ta t �  t ak­
e th pre c e de nc e  ove r t hi ne a f f ai r of the hea rt .  A nd tho u have re g a rd 
f o r thy f ai r name , put no t yo u r  futu re i n  the hand s o f  one wh o ha th 
no future . n  

He empha si z e d thi s l a s t  by wi thd rawi ng hi s swo rd pa rt way f rom 
i t s  s cabb a rd and rammi ng it back h ome . He pi ck e d  u p  hi s ha t wi th a 
fl o u ri s h ,  thanked he r f o r he r ea rl y  mo rni n g  h o s pi t ali ty a nd h e a d e d  
f o r  t h e  f ront e n t rance way . 

" Hi g gi nb o t ham! " c alle d Li lli b e t , 'Wi th an o rd e r  that wa s s c a rcely 
n e c e s s a ry·, " s h ow Si r Hugh t o  the d o o r J "  

Hi ggi nb o th am moved wi th hi $ u sual ala c ri ty but S i r Hugh wa s gone 
b e f o re he c ou ld get the re , l e avi n g th e aa s si ve o ak en p o rtal a j a r  b e hi nd 
hi m. Li lli b e t  he a rd hi m mount a nd the cla tt e r  of hi s ho r s e  as h e  s p ed 
down the d ri ve towa rd t h� gat e . When he r butle r ret u rn e d  s he o rd e re d  
him t o  cle a r  away th e b re ak f a s t  t ray s .  

11A nd , Hi ggi n bo th am ,  o rd e r up my ho rse a nd o n e  fo r you rsel f , the 
b e· s t  we have . We ri d e  f o r  S t. A lb a n s in half a n  hou r .  Ha s t e , nowl " 

"Y e s 1 m ' Lady , "  repli e d  t hi s ma t chl e s s  ma j o rd omo , wi th only the 
sli ghte s t  fli ck e r  o f  a rai s e d  eyeb row t o  i ndi c a t e  t ha t  20-mi l e  ri d e s  
a t  si x i n  the mo rni ng we re s ca rcely a ro uti ne ma t t e r a t  Ha t t on H ou s e ! 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN ----�------------

Bacon's Voyage To Inner Space 

I
nca remote corner of the gardens of Gorhambury lay a prone figure, 
well hid from prying eyes. Lifeless it was to all outward ap­
pearances; for the deadly poison was already loosing the bonds 

which clutch life to form. Bacon had not breakfasted and the radical 
chemical sped its effects quickly through the empty stomach. 1 

There was a warming fire which spread out through the lower re­
gions. His solar plexus center was first a·cti vated before the re­
lease moved on down to the sex center at the base of the spine. It 
was as though he had opened himself up surgically and could see in­
side with perfect clarity, though he was seeing force, not form. In-

·stead of writhing in pain as he had been led to expect, it was just 
the opposite. He was floating free in a wonderfully sensuous river 
of his own creative energies, triggered off by the henbane. It was 
taking him behind his self-control, this pagan fire, like an endlessly 
changing and ever-flowing orgasm. 

Reminded of physical reality, Francia assayed to open his eyes. 
Brilliantly rainbow-hued sunlight filtered down through the leaves of 
the apple trees overhead. The world had never seemed like this before, 
with every color a rainbow of beauty, every sound af nature a�symphony 
of infinite harmony. A lark stopped its search for unfortunate in­
sects and eyed him quizzi'Cally. After an experimental chirp it opened 
up and poured itself out in aq ecstasy of sound· that swirled him away 
in cascades of brilliant colorl on into infinity, 

Back to his body again, fire was glowing through the lower part. 
Warm, probing fingers of poison searched out every control of his 
civilized facade and loosed it. It seemed that all restraint was 
gone, his life forces were flowing off in all directions. So real was 
this feeling of release that he raised his head and looked down in 
wonderment to see if he had wet himself, but all was quiet on the 
water front. He lay back again to revel inwardly in the approach of 
death --if this indeed was what it was! 

· 

The bonds of his sexual control were next. Detached, impersonal; 
he saw tbe release of this creative energy as pale green writhing ser­
pents, thrusting their vaguely defined heads upwards toward some con­
summation devoutly to be wished. 

Then, through this wondrous self-surgery he saw his morning hun• 
ger, a colorless, consuming, devouring force in his stomach area, 
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t u rni n g  upo n  i t s e l f  be c a u s e t h e re · wa s nothi ng the re t o  c o n sume but the 
henbane . 

" I  wo nd e r when t he t o uc hi ng o f  the hi gh� r c e nt e rs wi ll c ome , "  h e  
tbought . " Th e re mu s t  b e  o the rs be si d e s the s e  o f  t he a nima l  p a s si on s ,  
d e ep e r  level s no t e xpl o re d . I want t o  e xpe ri en c e  them .  T he re mus t b e  
ne e d  f o r uni o n  wi th That f rom whe nee we c om e .  I f  . thi s i s  d e a th , I wel ­
c ome i t  a s  a f ri e nd . "  

A wave o f  gi ddine s $  swe p t  ove r him a nd he l o o p e d  out f rom the 
body i n . s ome l on g  a rc t h rou gh mul ti -col o re d  s pa ce . 

" T hi s i s  t he i mmo rtali ty s ome have at thri r d e ath b e d , a bi rd ' s  
eye vi ew o f  all li f e . S u ch a va s t , va st u ni v e r s e . "  

Then a gai n the re wa s a bl a nk , how l on g  h e  . di d not kn ow.  Va guely 
c o n s ci ou s  a gai n he c ould n o t  b e  i ndi f f e rent t o  t he ra gi ng fi � wi t hi n .  

"'Oh , the t e r ri ble f o rc e  o f  thi s d rug . I c a n  � the s e rpe nt 
powe r wi thi n .  I s  thi s wha t  I ha d t o  c on t ro l  thi s l1 f e  j u s t  endi n g ? 
T o  c o p e  wi th i t  i n  mys elf b e f o re I c ould c o p e  wi th i t  i n  o the r p e o ple ? 
I have b e e n  t ryi n g  bli ndly a11 thi s ti me . Nov i t  i s  t o o  l a te . "  

T e a r s c o u rs e d  d own hi s che e k s .  H e  c o ul d  f e e l  the vet ne e s  o f  the m .  
Y e t i n  t hi s  d e ta ch e d  s t a t e  i t  c ould have b e en happeni ng t o  s ome o ne 
e l s e . Who vas F rancl s B a c o n � anyhow? 

n o b ,  the p owe r i n  the e a rt h % Y e t  p e o pl e  t hi nk t hi s  i a  all . I t  
o ' e rwhelms me ! f hi s i s  what ho ld s u s  i n  the fle sh ,  and yet bli nd t o  
i t ,  w e  mo rtal s .  He re am I ,  l o o ki ng i ntQ und reame d wo rld s  o f  c on s ci ou s­
n e s s ,  wo rd s  f o r  whi ch e s ca p e  me -- I have n o  p e n  t o  s c ri be a me s sa g e ; 
no r i s  th e re o ne to re a d . "  

He though t , the n ,  f o r the fi rst ti me s i nc e  he lay d o wn , of Li lli ­
b e t .  Hi s imme di a te re a cti o n  wa s a wave o f  s e lf - pi ty whi ch s e nt t ea r s  
d own hi s che e � s  a gai n ;  b u t  i n  t h a t  mi ra cul ou s  s t a t e , f re e  o f  a l l  f o rm ,  
i t  wa s qui c k ly rep l a c e d  b y  a gl owin g ,  s en s u ou s  fi re whi c h  s p read qui ck­
ly th ro ugh hi s l oi n s  as she s t o od be f o re hi m, a vi si on o f  wa rmth and 
l oveline s s .  T he bi t t e r l oneli ne s s  a nd d e s p e ra ti o n  o f  t ha t  ni ght ri d e  
we re swe p t  away i n  a ti d e  o f  pa s si on whi c h  c ri ed f o r  so la c e , f o r  c om­
pl e ti on , f o r  und e r s ta ndi ng whi c h  o nly l ove o f  woman c an gi ve . Thi s 
g o rge o u s  c re a ture b e fo re hi m ,  pa gan i n  he r nake d ne s s  even a s  he wa s 
sho rn o f  all ci vili � e d c ove ri ng s , o p e ne d  h e r a rms a nd hea rt wi th a c ry 
o f  re c o gni ti o n  and wel come . S h e  wa s all woman and he , all man ,  moved 
t o  pe rf e c t  uni on �  unhi nd e red by the f l e sh . 

Lo cked i n  h e r all-emb ra ci n g  re s p o n s e  t o  hi s ne e d  he e xpe ri en c e d  
t he sumum b o num o f  al l uni on s ,  the D i vin e Weddi n g . I t  wa s an end l e s s ,  
a gele s s  c o n summati on whi ch .swe p t  him o n  a nd o n  ' ti l  b o th we re l o s t  i n  
a s e a  o f  Li ght , no t even I Am ,  but o nly I .  

Even e t e rni tt mu s t  e nd , f o r a me re mo rtal . � rom thi s peak o f  e c ­
S t a sy h e  wa s swe p t  d own a gai n , al o ne . now , t o  s o•e l evel o f  elemental 

- 101 -

• 

• 

,. 



pa s si o n b e l ow t bs · b e l t . A s  the flame s roa re d  u p  th rough him h e  thought 
s u rely thi s mu s t  b e  the e nd . Wha t mo rtal b o dy could stand i t ?  Even 
as he burne d he thought , and mu s e d  ove r the s e a ri ng memo ry o f  the Di ­
vi ne E c s t a sy .  

"Ma rri a ge . Wha t a p o o r sub sti tu t e  i t  i s  f o r  t hi s !  I f  o nly mo r­
t al s  c ould fl e e  the p ri s o n  of the fle s h  f o r t he p e rf e c t  uni on . " The n 
he re al i z ed ,  " Thi s i s  wha t  the C hu rch a t t empt s i n  t h e  c o n s e c ra ti on o f  
t h e  nun s whe n  they di e t o  t h e  o l d  s e l f  and a r e  bo rn anew, the ' B ri de s  t 
o f  Ch ri s t ,  thi s e c s ta sy o f  the D i vi ne U ni o n . " 

T he wave s o f  fi re swe p t  ove � hi � f rom c ro t c h  i o  head , . to hi s f ee t  
and b a ck a gai n .  S ur ely t h e  bo dy ntus t  give way , mu s t  giv e  ,up eve ntu­
ally . S o  vi vi dly c o n s ci ou s  of thi s i nt e ri o r  li f e , wha t  wa s re ality ? 

" 'l'h:l iJ i s  the o nly reali ty I have , t hi s p re s e nt mome nt i n  e t e rni ­
ty . Make the mo s t  o f  i t .  O h-h-h-h- h-h-h-h-h -h , the powe r s e e thi ng 
wi thi n me , s ep a ra ti n g  c o n s ci ousne s s  f rom the b ody , j u s t  c ryi n g  f o r 
exp re s si on ,  f o r li f e , mo re li fe -- a nd mo r e  li f e ! "  

In the s e  las t momen t s  b e fo re d e p a rti ng thi s mo rtal c oi l  i t  s e eme d 
t ha t  he wa s t o  revi ew and knvw all t h o se well- sp ri ng s o f  c re a ti o n  � 
whi ch make mo rtal s what they a re , o r  woald be. 

I 
" Thi s i s  wha t  happ e n s  t o  g re at l e ad e r s  whe n  t hi s powe r  t o u ch e s 

them -- my mo the r ,  Eli z abe t h . N o  wo nd e r  s he b e c ome s  d runk Wi t h  i t ,  
addi c t e d  t o  i t ,  a nd c o n s t antly tu rn s t o  thi s i llu si o n  o f  reali ty ! 
A nd thi s i s  all s he ha s ,  t hi s eleme ntal pa s si o n ,  sa c ri fi ci ng he r s o n s , 
he r hu sband , f ri e nd s ,  the p e o pl e , ' the s tate , t o  thi s . "  

In that c u ri ou s ly i mp e rso nal way o f  the d rug addi c t  and f re e  f rom 
t he t omb of the f l e s h , he d e si re d  t o  know mo re and s e e  mo re of thi s 
raw ene rgy whi c h  mak e s p owe r addi c t s  o f  ki ng s a nd empe ro r s . He saw 
all c re a ti on a s  c o mi n g  t o  a poi nt temp o ra ri ly c ry st alli z in g  th e re , 
then expl odi ng a t  tange n t s  along whi ch new fi gu re s o f  b re athtak i n g  
be auty we re bui l t . 

" 0h -h-h-h-h-h , the s e  go rge o u s  ge ome t ri c  fi guJ" e s i n  ha rmony , end­
l e s sly g oi ng ou t in bui lding ., in climax and rel e a s e . \ihe re d o tll on e 
s t a rt and fi ni s h  on thi s endl e s s  me r ry- g9- round o f  li fe ? E a c h  ra c e , 
nati o n ,  clan o r  t ri be i s  a mea su re o f  reali ty f o r e a ch i ndi vi dual i n  
i t . A ll i s  d o n e  f o r o ne cyc l e . I 'v e  fi ni shed thi s one , a fai lu re . 
I s  t he re a pu rp o se t o  c re a ti o n ?  I mus t a c t  a s  though . the re i s  f o r  ( 
d e a th c e rtai nly i sn ' t  the e nd .  I t  i s  o nly the be gi nnin g  o f  anothe r 
re ali t y ,  Whe n d o  I s t a rt ? " 

. A s  though i n  answe r t o  t hi s the re wa s ano the r ro a ri ng bu r s t  o f  
e n e rgy t h ro ugh hi m tha t mad e  him s hake f ro m  head t o  f o o t . T o  hi s s u r­
p ri s e he s till had a li ttl� b o dy � o n s ci o u s ne s s . He wa sn ' t  f re e  o f  
the ca rca s s  yet t But c o n s ci o u sne s s  o f  i t  wa s - l o s t i n  a plunge1 int o 
the i n t e ri o r  o f  the e a rt h . 

" Thi s i s  Vul can ! I ' m i n  the f o rge o f  the go d s . I s  thi s t o  b e  
my hell ? T h e  hade s o f  t h e  sui ci d e s ?" 
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' I ( -
Va gue me ntal . i ma ge s  fi nally a s sume d gi ga nti c ,  bl a c k , angula r 

f o rms . They we re b o t h  fi e·ey and el e c t ri c al ,  all s e t  o f f  wi t h  lu ri d  
re d fl ame s and b ri l li an t  f l a s he s  o f  li ght , li ght.ni ng�li ic-e 1 i n th ei r 
i nt e n s i ty .  D wa rf e d  i n  th' immen si ty o f  thi � p rime val chad s , th e ment a l  
a tmo s phe re a n d  a c ti vi ty o f  whi c h  he hdd b e en s o  p ro ud a l l  ;hi s li f e  w� s 

. , bu rnt up , hamme red out o f  him wi th the ov-e rwhelming �ima ge s , the wav e s 
o f  raw powe r whi ch swe pt th rou gh hi m·. But even t hi s  c ame to an end 
finally and he s u rf a c e d  a gai n in t he qui e t  b e auty o f  the ga rd e n . 

• 

. I \ 
He wa s �wa re o f  hi s p ro ne f o r.m ,  bi rds twi t t e re d  � n  the a ppl e t re e _ 

ov e rhead ., e a ch rai n b ow-hu e d  n th a gl o ry o f  co l o r  whe re the sunli g'ht 
t o u c h ed i t .  A s  f o r  t he sun , h ow c ould i t  have move d  up i nto the he a ­
v e n s  a o  rapi dly ? O r  W4 S t i me c ompl e t e l y  l o st t o  �him i n  thi s d e t a ch e d  
s t a t e  on t h e  rim o f  t h e  a by,s s .  But why ·shoul d-� F ranci s B a co n c a l\e about 
t he movement o f  the � sun now or a ny o t� e r �hysi c al thi n g  ; n  t hi s qui t ­
t an c e  o f  t h e  �le s h .  H e  wa s ama z e d that h e  t o o k  s o  l on g - i n  dyi n g . The ' 
end _ was not ye t .  Thi s bo ut wi th e t e rni ty )wa s buildi ng towa rd some 
climax whi c h  would b e  a c hi eved in i t s  o wn  go �d time , e a ch a s -

- pe c t  o f  c re ati on al ong the way . 1;he old - habi t o f  wri ti n g /wa s hi m 
now. How he lon g e d  fo r a s e c re ta ry .  \ l ( 

) J ' 
\ . 

''S ex b e e th only a p a rt .; a small pa rt o f  thi.s c re a tive fi r e . \�ha t 
beauti e s  of wri tin g ,  o f  musi c ,  o f  pai nti ng c ou l d  be c re a t ed wi th �thi s 

, s u s tai n e d  o rga sm . " 
r ' 

_ · � . 

/ ' l . 

A no the r bu rst of ene rgy s u rked th rou gh him a§ai n , 
�

c a u si n g  hi m t o  
t remble i n  t h e  e f f o rt t o  c o n t ain i t . T hi s ti me h e  held o n  t o  the b o d y  
and d i d n ' t  l o o p

.
out i pt o _ sp a c e . 

"!-ian ' s  duty i s  to c on t ro l  thi s rel e a s e  f rom t h e  c r1e a ti ve c e nt e rs . 
N ow i know i t  a s  I ne ve r knew i t . b e f o re . J Th� s e  ' expl o si on s ' a re t re ·  
me nd o u s . N o  wond e r  tho s e  who rel e a s e  th em wi t'tiout kn o'Wl e d ge o r  p ra c ­
ti c e  of c o nt ro l  a re sha t t e re d , in a mome nt , t ryi n g  to c ap tu re t h e  In­
fi ni t e  b e auty o f  the univ e r s e  a nd c ry s t alli z e  i t .  The n the re mu s t  b e  
a t o  neut ral fo r ano the r t ry . " 

� " 

I 

The pani c s t ri cken playwri t e  i n  him h ad no w give n way t o  t�e s ci ­
enti s t-phi lo s ophe r ,  di s pa s si ona�e lr o b s e rvi ng thi s s � lf.- su rge ry ,  re -
lentl , s sly cut ti ng d e e p  wi thi n �  x • 

I . I 

" Thi s i s  the fi re evoked wi tJ;t thi .� }ioi s o n .  Caught 
i n  thi s vo rtex I ha ve t o  hold i t , n o _!:  le t go o f  i t .. Eve ry a rti st s t  
ve th f o r t hi s ; hi s c o,rne r o f  e te .. ai t y .  N ext c om e t h  �alanc e  · � - divi ·ne 
ene rgy c a pture d  i n t o  f o nu o nly when ne'ed e d . H e

· 
ye a rne th f o r s ome thing 

g re a t e r t han hi ms e lf . H e  s e e th i t  bl e s s e d  wi t h  uni o n  wi th all li f e ,­
wi th e a ch moment of c re a ti'on , cha rmi n g  i n  i t s  o ri gi na:li t y .  Li k e  di ­
vi nely f a shi o n e d  snowflake s falli n g ,  no two moment s o f  e t e rni ty a re 
eve r the s ame . Li f e  givi n g  o f  i t s e l f , s o  si mply , ye t s o  p ro f o undly . 
Oh-h-h-h-h-h-h , t hi s vi si o n  o f  exal t a tion c ryi ng fo r the be auty o f  1 
e t e ·rJli ty, the ove r-whelmi ng uni ty o f  the O ne Li ght . "  

He wa s swe pt away f ;ro m  t he fl e sh a ga�n iln a wave o f  d a n c� ng ,  pul.­
s i n g  li ght . By �hi s th e p ro bi n g  fing e � s  e f  t he henbane had pu shed 
th ro ugh o the r f o rc e  c en t e rs of t h e  b o dy abd we r' re a c hi ng o n  up i n t o  
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hi s hea4 . F o r  the fi rst ti me he fell t o  t oyi ng wi th the i d ea o f  s e e ­
i ng b ei n g s  who had pa s se d  t h e  V e i l  b e f o re him , hi s real f a th e r the 
Ea rl of Lei c e s t e r ,  hi s f o s t e r-father Si r N i cholas Ba c o n ,  and o the r 1 
i llu s t ri o" s  memb e rs o f  tbe B a c on cla n .  T o hi s su rp ri s e  he was bac k  
i n  hi s b o dy a gai n  a s  f a r  a s  he c ould t ell . The s un wa s hi gh ove rhe ad 
now and the wo rld so d a z z i ngly b ri ght he fo und i t  ha rd t o  di s tin gui s h  
be twe e n  the i nne r a n d  t h e  ou t e r c o n s ci o u s ne s s . 

11 How o ne cli n g s  t o  the fle s h ,- "  h e  mus e d . H e  l i f t e d  a hand , re a c h­
e d  ove r and t ouche d the o the r one . Wa s thi s F ranci s Ba c o n  t ou c hi g g  · 

F ranci s B a c on ?  O r  s ome s t ran ge r  i n  ano the r wo rld , a n o the r time , a 
bo t ,  j e rked by s o me remo t e  s t ri ng o f  c on s �i ousne s s  o ut o f  e t er ni ty? 

A no the r s t ri ng of c o n s ci ou sne s s  pulled a t  him , the ne e d  t o  reli eve 
hi mself . Wi th s u rp ri sing e a s e  he roll e d  hi s body off the ru s ti c b en ch 
and sto o d  e re c t  o n  numb , t rembli ng 1imb s . Le t ' s  s e e , bow did o ne go 
about i t ?  Thi .s ne e d  to thi nk ca re fully and i n  � e quen c e  e a c h  s e pa ra t e  
a c ti o n  wa s new. S o  di s s o ci a ted wa s he f rom t h e  phy si cal tha t e a c h  mov e  
had t o  b e  thought ou t i n  advance and the c ommand c o n s ci o u sly p a s sed to 
the app ro p ri a te mu s cl e . 

O rgan i n  hand he s t o o d  the re . Would the u ri n e  c om e ?  I t  di d .  
Wi th a s u rp ri si ng f e el i ng o f  reli e f  h e  shook th e dvw o f f  th e li lly , 
ca re fully and d e li b e ra tely re a r ranged hi s cl o the s ,  and thankfully 
s t re t ch e d  out on the bench a gai n �  He wa s amu s e d  t h a t  even thi s com­
monpla c e  -thi ng should take s o  mu c h  tim e and t ro ubl e , a nd tha t i t  should 
tak e so much ti me to di e !  H e  had s e en d e at h , had h ea rd o f  o t he r s  a p­
pa rently gi vi ng up the gho s t  i n  s e c ond s a f t e r a swo rd t h ru s t  o �  o the r 
vi o l en c e . H e re wa s half a day gone and he �wa s s t i ll i n  c ommand o f  th e 
fle s h  -- o r  wa s the fle sh commandi ng him ?  

Hi s bemu s ed pond e ri n g  o f  thi s c o nund rum wa s di s tu rbed b y  a new 
f e e li ng .  I t  wa s an al l - p e rvadi n �  c alm , evi d e n c e  tha t the henbane had 
i n d e e d  i nvad e d  a new re alm , a wi ndl e s s  l e vel i n  whi ch all physi ca l  
wa s sh ro ud e d  i n  a mi s ty gl ow , immo bi le . N a ture wai t e d . A nd i n  that · 
gl ow a b ri gh t e r li gh t .  T ra n s fi xe d  a t  fi rs t ,  F ran c i s a s s ayed t o  tu rn 
f rom i t  i n  sh ame and f ri ght . H e  could no t .  That awful p re se n c e  to o k · 
s hape , no t o ne but two ! Gl o ri fi ed i n  s om e  way ,  ye t huma n ,  hi s  f o s te r­
fathe r s t o o d  b e f o re him .  T h e r- e  i nd e e d  we re t h e  p o rtly fi gure and 
he avy j owl s o f  S i t  Ni ch o la s  B a c Q n .  Imma cula te i n  fo u rt atti re t h e  fi ­
gu re ,  s t e rn o f  eye the c ount e nance l o o ke d down o n  hi m .  B e si d e was 
anothe r i n  the quaint , a rc hai Q ga rb o f  an e a rli e r  ti me . H e  wa s Si r 
A rt hu r  C o o ke , renoWHed anc e s to r o f  the B a c o n  c l"n . 

"T hi nk s t  thou to b ri ng sh ame o n  o u r  fai r name ? "  Cle a r  came th e 
wo rd s f rom Si r N i chola s ,  c l e a r a s  a ny p hy s i c al s pe e c h ; - ye t �e wa s 
twen ty y e a rs a go ne f rom t hi s vei l o f  t e a rs . tt\fha t a wi ld , lawl e s s  
c our s e  thou ha s t  take n ,  s ti rring t h e  fi re s  o f  reb el l i on i n  the ki ngd om � 
A f o olha rdy lad th o u  a rt i n d e e d , ng maa 1 t o  thi nk th o u  c ou ldst d e s t ro y  
t h e  ·Que e n  wi th wo rd s ! Thi s sad sta te to whi c h  thy lea rni n g  b rough t  
t he e , t ak i n g  thy li f e  wi th thi ne o wn  hand , fo r shame ! I n  thy fo lly 
thou ha s t  be smi rch e d  the f ai r name of Ba c o n ,  b e fo u l e d  ou r c re st wi t h  
t h e  c ri me o f  t re a s o n , and mad e o f  you r noble anc e st ry a mo cke ry ! "  
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S i r A rthu r mov e d  s li ghtly f o rward , rai s ed hi s a rm ,  p o i nt e d  a n  a c ­
cusi n g  fi ng e r a t  F ra nci s a nd s ai d only one wa rd , " C owa rd ! "  

I n  a n  a go ny o f  s hame whi c h  t h rea t e ne d  t o  con sume hi m wi th s e a ri n g  
flame s o f  remo r s e , h e  roll ed o f f  t h e  bench fa c e  down on t h e  g � und 
and t ri e d to hide hi s f a c e  f rom hi s a c cu s e rs . Sl owl y , me rci fully , the · 
vi si o n  f a d e d , the gl amo rou s  aura a round l e a f , t re e  a nd s h rub di mi ni sh­
ed t o  i t s  mo re no rmal a p p e a ra n c e . H e  s a t  up , still s t ran gely numb , 
wo nd e ri ng mi s e rably whe n  the ti nal qui t tanc e o f  the f l e sh would c ome . 
�i nd ful t ha t  t he g ro u nd wa s d amp , even t hough he c ou l d n ' t  f e el i t , be 
clambe re d  sl�wly ba ck ort the b e nch t o  yi e l d  g ra t efully t o  that swe e t  
obli vi on whi c h  removed all i ma ge o f  t h e  e a rt h  o n  a ti d e  o f  e c sta sy .  

But t he fl e sh s ti ll comma nde � , a t  time s ,  a nd hi s fli gh t f rom the 
th re e -di me n si o nal wo rld a gain wa s an a rc whi ch b rought him back to the 
s pa c e a nd time o f  G o rhambu ry , mi d - a f t e rno on of J uly 2 9 1  1 5 9 7 . A s  he 
l ay the re , ma rve l li n g  a g ai n  a t  the almo s t  t e rri £yi ng in e rti a of hi s 
p rone body , h e  wo nd e re d  who o r  wh at mi ght sh ow up now? A n� t he r di sem­
b odi ed mo rtal f rom the pa s t ?  S ome wo o d  nymph o r  gnome f rom t he e a rth 
o f  t he o rcha rd in whi c h  h e  lay? O r  p e rhap s s ome A rc hangel t o  s o und t he 
t rumpe t c all o f  fi nal re l e a s e  f ro m  the tomb o f  t he fl e sh ?  

E a rthly so und s me t hi s e a rs 1 a e ra shi ng through the b u sh e s ,  the 
noi s e  o£ s o me f o ol bli ndly g oi ng ,  p ro f a ning hi s so li tud e . In t he numb 
g ri p  o f  the he nbane h e  c ou ld n ' t  have · ca red l e s s  i f  i t  we re the Que en ' s  
men l But no , no mal e  f o rm fi l l e d  out the so f t  a nd s e n suous c u rve s o f  
the s tyli sh ri di n g  habi t that l o omed o ve r hi m. T h e  wa rm li p s  eove ri ng 
him wi th ki s se s ,  the l a rge b ro wn e ye s ,  li qui d wi th t ea rs ,  c ould b el ong 
only to one p e r s o n . 

" O h ,  th e bl o o d , t he bl o od ! "  Li l li be t  e xclaime d .  "My po o r ,  d ea r  
F ra n ci s .  Hi g gi nb o t ham ! " S � e  rai s e d  up a n d  c al le d  1 oudly , a gain . "Hi g­
gi nbo tham ! H e ' s  ove r h e re ! "  

S h e  t ri ed t o  wi p e  t he bl o o d  f rom the si d e  o f  hi s f a c e  but i t  va s 
tho rou g hly d ri e d f rom t he g re a t  bl ow he had suf f e red O n  the ni ght ri d e  
s o  l on g ,  l ong a g o . S o  remo t e  wa s the physi c al wo rl d  n ow that F ranci s 
c ouldn ' t  qui t e  d e ci d e  whe the r be wa s i n  o r  out o f  i t ,  no r did i t  ma t t e r 
i n  the le a s t l Hi s eye s we re c l o s e d  whe n  she. fou nd hi m .  T h e  e ff o rt 
n e c e s s a ry t o  make the d e ci si o n  t o  o p e n  them wa s b eyond him a t  th e mo­
ment , s o  h e  l e ft t h em cl o s e d . The re wa s mo re c ra shi n g  t h ro ugh the 
b rush of th at pa rt o f  the o rcha rd .  A no th e r  pre s e n c e  i nvad e d  hi s s o l i ­
tude . The heavy b re a thi n g , the s o li d f o o t s t e p , the •a s c uli ne o d o r s  o f  
l e a the r ,  ho r s e s and swe a ty c l o thi n g  b e s po k e  a man .  

"'ve 1 ve g o t  to g e t  him t o  the h o u s e , Hi g gi nbo tham . I c an help 
c a rry him . " 

" I s h e  d e ad , m ' Lady? " 

" G o o d  he ave n s l Thank the me rci f ul F at he r ,  no l "  exclai me d  Li lii ­
b e t  so f t ly .  S he b re a the d a s ho rt p raye r f o r  hi s re c ov e ry f rom hi s a t­
tempted mu rd e r and s to od u p . 
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"Y e won t b e  ne e d e d ,. m ' Lady , n. sai d Hi g gi nbo tham. "X c an manage 
him . " 

Powe rful a rm s  s li d  und e r F ran ci s o n  t he b e n c h , a s  t h ou gh he we re 
a s a ck o '  g ro a t s ,  and , ra g-limp li k e  unt o a c omple t ely unc 0n s ci o u s  
man ., h e  wa s c a rri e d t o  t h e  man si on a hund re d ya rd s  o r  so away . 

Pand emo ni um and · p a ni c  rac ed th ro u gh th e Go rhambu ry ho u sehold whe n  
M a s t e r F ranci s .,  b l o o d - s t ai ne d  and li mp , . wa s b ro ught i n . T he l on g  
c a rry wa s to o much even f o r Hi g gi nbo tham ' s g re a t  s t re n g th a nd o the r 
hand s helped t o  g e t  him - up to hi s ro om a nd o n  the b e d . Hi s f o ste r­
mo the r cluck e d  and fl u t t e red a round bi m li ke a he n o ve �  a l o st c hi ck .  
A l re ady she wa s s howi ng si gn s o f  that me ntal i ns tabi li ty whi c h  would 
eventually d e gene ra t e  i nt o  the i nsani ty so a rt fully p o rt rayed by F ra n­
ci a . i n _ O pheli a ,  i n  la te r edi ti o n s o f  Haml et . 

The di s c ove ry o f  Ant ho ny ' s  huge bla c k , C e rb e ru s ; a �  t he s tabl e , 
ri d e rl e·s s  and wi th mani f old si g n s  o f  a ha sty ri d e  f ro m  Lond o n , had 
set the h ou s e ho ld a g o g  e a rly tha t mo rni ng . But A nt hony wa s· not to 
be f ou nd a f t e r a c u rs o ry i n s p e c ti o n  _o f  the ga rd e n  and g ro u nd s ;  no r 
wa s he i n  the t own o f  S t .  A lban s .  C o nc e rn ove r the my s t e ry had s c a r­
c e ly slack ened when Lady Ha t t o n  and Hi g ginbo tham thund e re d  up th e 
d ri ve i n  t he e a rly afte rno o n  a ft e r a b re ak ne c k  ri d e  f ro m  Lo n4 o n .  F o r  
all he r b re e din g  and yea rs a t  c o urt , Lady A nn wa s s c a rcely c i vi l  t o  
he r lovely gue s t . A l re ady up s e t  ove r t he di stu rbin g  fi ndi ng o f  h e r 
real s o n ' s h o r s e , t he p re ci �i t a t e  a r ri va l  o f  thi s f a s hi o nable c ou �t 
be auty - - and a wid ow a t  t hat ! -- f ro m  Lond o n , i n  s e a r c h  o f  he r b e lov­
e d  fo s t e r son �a s t o o  muc h . Lady A nn wa s mo re p ro t e c ti v ely j ealou s 

· o f  he r F ranci s than wa s hi s natural mo the r �  Eli z ab e th . T o  Lady A nn ,  
mo d e rn Lon d o n  o f  1 5 9 7  wa s a sinkho le o f  co r rupti o n .  Eli z ab e th ' s  c ou r­
ti e rs we re gi v e n  ove r t o  all manne r of vi c e 1 a nd the y ou n g  l ad i e s  wh �  
f re quented the e o u rt we re twi c e  damne d i n  the b o ok o f  H e ave n !  S h e  
wa s a P u ri tan to h e r  fi nge r tip s .  

A s  F ranci s l ay t h e r e  i n  d e a th -li ke s ti llne s s  o n  hi s b e d  Lady A nn 
moaned a round the ro om � he r h eavy fi gure i n  bla ck , he r pud gy hand s 
helpl e s sly pawi n g  th e ai r .  S he would n ' t  l o o k  a t  Lady H a t t on di � c tly 
but h e r di sapp roval wa s p l ai n to s e e . T h e  d ome st i c s  s t o o d  hel pl e s s , 
t o o ,  unti l Li lli b e t  t o o k  ho l d  o f  the si tuati o n .  

''F eteh wa te r ,  a ba si n , o i n tment , c l e a n  whi te cl o th s , '' s he said 
to one of them, and to ano the r ,  " s e nd t o  S t .  A lbans f o r t he d o c t o r ! ". 

" Be g gi n ' .  ,.ou r  pa rd on , mum ,  t h e �e b e . · .no do c to r  i n  S t .  A lban s , " 
re pli e d  the mai d , a s  t al l , thi n and c adave ro u s a s  he r mi s t re s s  wa s 
sho rt. and h e avy . " The re d o  b e  an a p o t he ca ry ,  M r .  Mo o re . "  

" I ' l l  go f e t ch him ,  m ' Lady 1 "  repli e d  Hi ggi nb o t ham qui e tly 1 and 
wi th Li lli be t ' s  q ui ck nod of ap p ro val l e f t  the ro om.  

" Come , Lady A nn ,  s hall we no t und re s s  him and g et him i n  bed be­
f o re the f eve r s e t s  i n , o r  a chill ? "  

Thi s aud a ci o u s  p ro p o sal b ro ught Lady A nn u p  sho rt ; i nd e ci sio n 
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immGbi l i z ed he r ;  s he s t a re d  unbeli e vi n g  a t  Li lli b e t .  The fi r s t  mai d 
retu rned wi th ba si n �  a j a r  o f  oi ntme nt � a li t tl e  box o f  s alve and cle an 
li nen ove r he r a rm. Thi s one wa s a sly li t tl e  minx, but c a pable . 

" Put them down a nd hel p  me und re s s  the ma s t e l' , " s he sai d t o  t he 
two mai d s �  wi th a s h rug o f  impati e n c e  a t  th-e i mp o t ent A nn .  A s  hi s 
silk s pi l e d  up on the fl o o r  by the be 4 1 Lady A nn mov e d  t owa rd the do o r  
t o  f1' e the s c ene e nti rely, then mvve d  back a gai n a s  he r p ro t e c tive 
i n s ti n c t s  ove rpo we red he r .  / 

Li lli be t had neve r und re s s e d  a man b e f o re ; no r di d th e mai d s  s e em 
expe rt . Cl oak and ruff had c ome o ff e a si ly en ough . a nd �ve n hi s l on g  
S pani sh l e a th e r bo o t s ;  but whe n  they s e t  to s e pa ra tin g ho s e , n eth e r  
ho se and d oubl e t  t he i n t ri ca te c ombinati o n  o £  poLnt e d  l a c e s by whi ch 
sle eve s we re laced to a rmho1e s ,  the d oubl e t  laced to t runk ho s e  and 
ne the r ho s e , wa s almo s t  t o o  much f o r them . 

" I t ' s  n o  wo nd e r  a gentl ema n need � hi s man t o  hel p  d re s s  and un""' 
d re s s  hi m! " exclai me d  Lady Ha tton i n  exa s p e rati o n . 

" I t  i s  i nd e e d  a wo nd e r �  mulll, "  s ai d  t he li t t l e  mi nx. I t  wa s o b ­
vi ou s he r rema rk wa s di re c t e d  mo re a t  a l on g  expan s e  o f  whi t e  ski nne d 
t o rs o  and limb tha t had finally be e n  �xpo s e d . 

How di d F ran ci a rea c t  t o  t hi ' unfami li a r f emale pawi ng ? I t  fin­
ally pene t ra t e d  the poi s o ned fog of i nd� ffe ren c e  whi ch sh rouded hi s 
mi nd and f e e l i ng s and he o pene d hi s eye s .  T he li t t l e  mi n� and the 
tall one s h ri e ked i n  uni s on ,  d ro pp e d  wha t  they we re d o i n g  and ba c k e d  
away f ro m  th e bed a s  th ou gh F ra nci a had re t u rned f ro m  t h e  g rav e t o  
haunt them. � 

'' O h , F ranci s ,  F ranci s ! "  exclaime d  Li lli b e t  f o r ve ry j oy ,  fell 
o n  him and fl o o d e d  hi s li p s  and c he ek &  vi th ki s s e s .  

\ 
F o r  all he re a c t e d  she mi ght a s  well have b e e n  ki s si n g  a s t one , 

thou gh the re wa s o n e  f e eble ge s tu re whi ch i nd i ca ted he wa s dimly awa re 
o f  though no t di s tu rb e d  about hi s nakedne s s .  

• O h ,  the whi t e 1 whi t e  skin o f  hi m and the p e rf e e t1y fo rme d  limb s , 
flawl e s s , slend e r and smo o thly mu s cle d . I t  wa s inade qu a t e , thi s body , 
pe rha p s , f o r mi li t a ry  c ampai g n s  o t  j ou s ti n g  ya rd , but heal thily s t ro ng 
f o r l on g  hours at c onf e re n c e  tabl e , f o r ple a di n g s  a t  the b a r ,  i n  t he 
C ommo n s , o r  f o r  tedi o u s , l e g - ti ri n g  c e remoni e s  a t  C ou rt . 

-

F ully c�n s ci uu s  o f  F ranci s '  expo s e d  co nd i t i o n  h e r s el f �  Li lli b e t  
blushed a li t tl e � pulled the s h� e t  pa rti �lly ove r him � and g o t  t he 
mai d s  t o  h e l p  finally remov e  t he ne the r ho s e  t o  c ompl e � e  hi s �i s ro bi ng . 

f 
W ri ngi ng he r h and s helple s sly i n  t he bac k g round � Lady A nn moane d , 

"Why d o e sn ' t  the d o c t o r c ome ? lihy d o e sn ' t  the d oc t o r  c ome ? Who would 
c ommi t thi s d e e d ? F ranc i s ha d no e n eld. e s .  All the wo rld l ov ed hi m . " 

Me anwhi le , i gn o ri n g he r own d ama ged l e f t  fing e r � Lady Ha t t o n  
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wrun g o ut a pi e c e  o f  c l o t h  a s  b e s t  she c ould and sta rt e d  o n  the c ak e d  
bl o o d  o n  the si d e  o f  F ranci s '  fa c e  and head . T he sh o ck · o f  the · c o o l  · 

we tne a s  s t a rt e d  hi m up and cau s e d  a vi ole nt rea c ti � n  i n  the s ola r pl ex­
u s . F e e li ng tha t he mu s t  pewk h e  rolle d t o  t he e d ge of the bed and 
l e aned ove r .  T h e  li ttle min x  g rabbed a ba si n  a nd held i t  fo r hi m, bu t 
i t  wa s a d ry run ,  a n  i ll u si on .  Hi s s t oma c h  hea ve d  a nd re t ch e d  but 
n o t hi n g  c ame out . The re wa s no t hi ng t he re to t h row u p . Be ha dn ' t  
e a t en f o r ei ght e e n  h ou r s  and t h e  h e nbane he ha d ch ewe d  u p  e a rly that 
mo rni ng had l on g  si n c e  p a s s e d  on i nt o  hi s sy stem a nd wa s g ra dual ly 
wo rki ng i t s  way t h rough e ve ry fi b re o f. hi s bo dy , mi nd and f e eli ng s ,  
and the e nd wa s no t ye t .  

Even a s  he ro ll e d  b a ck , wi th Li lli b e t  s oli ci t o u sly hel pin g  hi m t o  
s t re t ch out , ano the r o r ga sm o f  bla z i ng e ne rgy b e gan the t i d al mo ti o n  
whi c h  f re e d  h i m  f rom t h e  fle s h . Thi s p romi s e d  to b e  t h e  g re a te st vi ­
si o n  o f  them all a nd he vaguely wond e re d  i f  i t  wa s n ' t  i nd e e d  t h e  l a s t· , 
and the end . Hi s l ove r s e n s e d  the c hange , t h e  wi th d ra wal f ro m  phy si cal 
re ali ty and clung t o  hi m, s o bbi n g  as though h e r h ea rt would b reak . 
The re wa s no p reventi n g  the t ra n c e-li ke sta re , the d e at h - ri gi d  s t a t e 
o f  that d e a r f o rm .  

F o r  F ra n ci s  that o the r wo rld g rew s t rang.ely b ri gh t e r w;l. th _ an un­
wo rldly b ri ghtne s s . E a ch l i t tle d etail of hi s fami li a r  b e d ro om wa s 
sha rpe r and cle a re r  than h e  had eve r s e en i t .  Wa s h e  i n  the ro om? 
O r  wa s t he ro om in him? A nd the f o u r c ryi ng wome n ? · He felt a remo t e  
c ompa s si o n  t owa rd t he m ;  pa rt o f  hi m f e l t  i t , a small pa rt ; but . thi s 
o the r reali ty c o n sumed hi m wi th i t s  i nt e n si ty . A gai n ,  i f  t hi s  wa s 
d e a t h ,  i t  wa s the p romi s e  o f  a he av e n  o f  re ali ty f a r mo re p ro fo und than 
any expe ri en c e d  i n  t he fle s h . All hi s li f e  f o rc e s  we re d rawn up , co n• 
c ent rat e d . T he pr e s s u re wa s s o  g rea t ,  so i n t e n s e  he want e d  to turn 
away , t o  c ry  out in t e rro r a t  thi s p owe r whi ch held him i n  i t •  r emo � s e -
l e s s  g ri p . 

The un� a rthly b ri ghtne s s  o f  the ro om f o rmed a c ent e r  vven b ri ght e r 
still . Hypno ti z e d by t hi s slowly f o rmi n g  c olumn , b ri lli a nt and gli t• 
t e ri ng ,  F ranci s s aw a ma j e s ti c fi gure , t all , sti ll , ye t radi ant wi t h  
li f e . I t , wa s clad i n  geld e n  a rmo r . A t reme nd ou s swo r4 , f ully fi ve 
f e e t  l o ng , wa s held i n  the ri ght hand , p o i n t  d o wn  on the fl o o r .  I n � 
the l e f t  wa s a banne r ,  whi t e , wi th a ten-poi nt e d  fi gu re ' e re c t  on i t ,  
wove n  i n  gle amin g  gold . Twi ni ng u p  th ro u gh i t  we re t he twi n  s e rpent s 
o f  t he Caduceu s ,  o ne whi t e , o n e  bl a ck . 

A s  the fi gure b e c ame mo re di s ti nc t to F ran ci s '  ama z e d  s t a re he 
wond e re d  if the o th e r s  s aw i t ?  But n o , they we re c on c e rne d  wi th hi m 
and hi s d e at hli ke t rance condi ti o n ,  whi c h  allowed o nly hi m t o  $ e e  i n  
two wo rld s a t  o nc e .  Le s s  and le s s  wa s h e  awa re o f  the p hysi cal and 
mo re and mo re of t hi s glamo rou s  s t range r .  The vi s o r  o n  the helmet wa s 
up . H e  could s e e  th e f a c e  and i nto the eye s o f  the unbi d d en gue s t . 
The re wa s a n e a t  and we ll - t ri mmed mou s t a c h e  b e n e a th a p e rf e c t  no s e .  
T h e  f a c e , the s tyle o f  the a rmo r  sugge st e d  s omehow a n  I t al i an no blema n , 
p e rhap s Vene ti a n  wi t h  a t o u c h  o f  no rthe rn bl o od i n  hi m, th ough chi n 
a nd f o re head we re c ove re d . 

Blo o d l C ould thi s gl o ri o u s  s t ra n g e r ,  radi atin g  li ght , wa rmth a nd 
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an imp e rsonal l ove t o  eve ry co rne r o f  the ro om have human bl o o d ?  
F ranci s gue s s e d  no t .  

"S p e ak , "  he thought al oud , " wh·a t  b ri ng e t b  a n  a rmed vi si t�o r  t o  
Go rhambu ry unannounc e d ? "  

I f  the vi si to r sp o ke , hi s l i p- s  di d not move , bu t neve rthe le s s  a 
re ply re gi s t e re d  on F ra n ci s '  c o n s ci ou s ne s s .  T h e  wome n did n o t  h e a r 
i t .  T hey h e a rd o nly thei � d rug-ent ranc e d  he ro and a t t ri buted hi s 
wo rd s to d el i ri um .  

" It i �  no t  well , "  re pli e d  the s t rang e r  sl owly and ---1ii sti nc tly . 
" I t  i s  no t well tha t  ou r s on , A lban , take th i t  u p o n  hi ms e l f  t o  l eave 
thu s  a b ru p tly the s c e ne o f  hi s labo rs . Much , much remai n s  to b e  d on e  
a t  mi d -p oi nt i n  t hi s li fe . T hi nk s t  th�u we woul d l e t  i t  e nd by thy 
hand ? '' 

" I  have no s t oma c h  f o r  T o p clyf fe ' s  t hi rd d e g re e ,  no r the hangman ' s  
no o s e a t  Smi thfi el d . "  

" O h , ye o f  l i t tl e  f ai th - - i n  ou r i nvi si ble p o we r  o r  i n  thi ne 
own mani f e st doati�y .  Thy mo rtal remai n s  wi ll re s t  n o t  in thi s i sland , 
s c e n e  o f  thy l ab o rs f o r anothe r two s c o re ye a rs . nd mo re . "  

"Wi ll I c o me i nt o  my ri ght ful h e ri ta ge ? '' 

"Aye , Alban , but n o t  a s  th o u. t hi nke s t 1 by th e Que e n ' s  hand . I t  
wi ll b e  rath� r b y  t hi ne own e f f o rt a nd s e rvi ce to the S ta t e ; a f te r  
s he ha s g o ne t o  he r rewa rd . Lo o k  not t o  he r M a � e s ty f o r  h o no rs and 
wo rldly gl o ry but wi t�i n thy se l f . The new a ge a-dawni n g  a sk e t h  n o t  
o f  a man hi s line a ge b u t  hi s abi li ti e s  p rove n i n  go o d  wo rk s . Lo o k  not 
to the p a s t  for thy gl o ry ,  nor t o  the pre s ent , but t o  a land afa r of f .  
The c au s e  f o r whi c h  tho u  wri t, st , the rule o f  l aw ,  j u stly c o ncei ved 
and h o n o red by all men hi gh a nd l ow ,  i s  a no ble c au s e  a nd mu s t  ne ed s · 

be s e rved wi t h  all thy mi ght ; but ma rk i t  well , s eed s plant e d  i n  Eng­
land will bea r f rui t a c ro s s  t he s e a s .  E ngl and ' s  e nemy s e e k e th eve n  
n o w  wi th s ome suc c e s s  t o  ext e nd i t a  ruthle s s  and blo ody empi re t o  the 
f ai r l and s o f  the lve s t . T hi s mu s t  no t b e . S e e  thou t o  i t . '' 

"Wi thou t  ti tle s ,  b on o  rs , pla c e , si r ,  i t  s , ems you exp e <: t  muc h .  
Wha t  c a n  I d o  i f  I live ?" 

"Much can b e  d o ne wi t h  wha t  thou ha s t  a l ready b e gun . F i rs tly , 
make t he l aw thy liveliho o d . I t  lea d e t h  t o  the s e a t  o f  powe r t h ro u gh 
supp o rt of the pe o pl e  � - wi thout whi c h  no th rone endu re th J  S ec o ndly , 
the s ta t e  i s  a s c h o o l  ro om whe rei n t h ou t e a c h  the many who wi ll no t 
re a d . The s e  M a s que s o f  thy i nve nti on wi ll live f a r ,  'fa r beyond thy 
time o n  e a rth . T hi rdly , thy bel oved phi l o so phy , by thi s s hal t thou 
uphold the l amp o f  T ru t h  to i n spi re and gui d e  tho s e  of l e s s e r  vi si o n  
who wo uld l e a d  t h e  p e o pl e . F ourthly , di sdain n o  o p p o rtuni t y  t o  ho l d  
poli ti c al o f fi ce �  C rown thy li t e ' s  e nd ea v o r s  wit h  many an hou r  s pe nt 
i n  f o rmin g and admi ni s t e ri ng the laws o f  thy l a nd -- even a s  H e  who 
sus t ai neth all 1 f o rm s  a nd admi ni s t e rs thi s U nive r s e . T hu s s hall thy 
days be l on g  and thy narne h o n o re d amo ng the p e o pl e . tt 

- 10 9 -



B e f o re thi s al l-pe rvadi ng powe r ,  wi sdom a nd l ove , wha t c o ul d  
F ranci s s ay? He wa s dumb , ove,r-awe d  b y  t h e  vi si on o f  th e futu re a nd 
hi s all-imp o rtant pla c e  i n  i t .  How thi s g o ld e n�a rmo red s t rang e r  co uld 
s p e ak wi th such a s s u ranc e he di d no t know, but t he a u th o ri ty of thi s 
c ommandi n g  p re s e n c e  was no t t o  b e  d e ni e d .  Hi s mu s i ng s we re i nt e rrup­
t e d  a g ai n . 

" K no w  thou that the Chu rc h , t hi ne e nemy i s  thi s l i f e , l o o k e th 
.
to 

i t s  C ommuni o n  of S ai nt s  f o r s pi ri tual gui d an c e . Eve n so d o . t he e  and 
thy b re t h re n  l o ok to th� L o d g e  o f  t he Ma s t e rs . We wo uld have rev e al e d  
o u rs e lve s t o  the e und e r o th e r  ci rcumstanc e s  t h a n  th e s e  b u t  thy f o o l ­
h a rdy a t tempt t o  f o re s ho rt e n  thi s l i f e  l e f t  u s  n o  choi c e .  Know thi s ,  
thou a rt neve r alo ne and we have unlimi ted me an s t o  c a rry o n  t he G re a t  
lvo rk .  C all o n  u s  a n d  tho s e  who ve rve u s .  D emand muc h  a n d  mu ch wi ll 
be gi ve n ,  A l ba n . "  

I 
Wi t h  the s e  fi nal wo rd s o f  i ns t ructi o n  but n o t  s o  mu c h  a s  a fa re -

we ll t he gl o ri o u s fi gu re fad e d  a n d  wa s gone . 
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CHA P TER TWE LVE __ _ .....,_ _ 

" How S i lve r S we e t  S o und Love r ' s T o ngue s by Ni ght . "  

/ t w� s a dull - fla t ,  stale 1 t a s t el e s s  physi c a l  wo rld F ra nci s came 
b a ck t o , a f t e r t he radi ant p re s e n c e  and p romi s e  o f  hi s uni nvi t e d  
gue s t . I t  s e emed tha t ·a l l  the p re ce 4i ng ho u rs .o f  s o a ri ng away 

f rom the phy si c al i nt o  thi s o the r real i ty wa s a g radual bui l d - u p  t o  
thi s ,  the '' audi e nc e "  wi t h  a "man f rom beyond manki nd " . T hi s unu sual 
vi si tati on he woul d  neve r f o rge t and t o  e xp e ri e nc e  it a gai rt wo uld s u re ­
l y  b e  a g o al wo rthy o f  hi s hi ghe s t  e nd e av o rs - �  but wi th ou t t h e  ne c e s­
si ty o f  poi s oning him s e l f  wi th henbane f H e  would fane have c onti nue d  
t h a t  vi si t ,  and left wi t h  the vi si t o r .  B u t  he re he wa s entombe d  i n  t h e  
o l d  c a rca s s  a gai n . H e  va guely f e l t  a wet ne s s  o n  t h e  si d e  o f  hi s fa c e . 

H e  v a guely f e l t  a wetne s s  o n  the si d e  o f  hi s  f a c e . I t  wa e f ro m  
- two s o u rc e s �  Li lli be t ' e  t e a rs a s  s he l e ane d ove r  him ,  and f rom the wet 

c l o th wi t h  whi c h  she wa s wi pi ng away t h e  d ri ed b lo o d  f rom his f a e e  and 
hai r .  He opened hi s eye s a fli ck e r.  

11 H e  live t h !  H e  li ve tb l "  Li lli b e t  a lmo s t  s c reame d  Wi th j oy ,  l ea n­
e d  cl o s e r  and c ov e red hi s i ne rt f a c e  wi t h ki s s e s . -

The li t tl e  mai d  o f fe re d  he r a no the r cle an we t c l o th fo r he r mi ni ­
s t ra ti o n s .  

11 G o  s e e  i f  Hi gginbo t ham h a t h  returned wi t h the -.pothe ca ry , *' Lady 
H a t t o n  s ai d  t o  he r .  

I t  wa s unne c e s s a ry .  Hi s b ro ad fi g u r e  appea r e d  i n  the d oo rway , 
al one . 

"M r .  M o o re wi l l  n o t  a t t e nd Ma s t e r lJa c o n , m ' Lady , "  he r butl e r  sai d 
i n  hi s di re c t  way . 

"liell , i n  heave n ' s  name , why n o t ? "  

" H e  s ay s  hi a bi ll o f  o ve r  a ye a r ' s s tandi n g  ha t h  no t b e e n pai d , · 

m ' Lady . " Hi g gi nbo t ham s h rugged h o p e le s s ly .  " H e  re f u s e t h  t o  c otne un­
til the a rre a rs a re pai d  u p . " 

" O h-h-h�h-h-h-h-h ,  I t o ld hi m! I t o l d  hi m ! "  Lad y  Ann wai l e d , 
a l t e rna t e ly pluc ki n g  he r s�i rt s and wavi ng h e r  h a nd s a s  t ho ugh � ryi ng 
t o  b ru sh the unpl e a sant fact away f rom h e r as s he pa c e d  b a c k  and fo rth 
i n  the b e d rol!llil . '*F ranci s wa s alway s c a re l e s s  abo ut mo ney . A s  God i s  
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my wi tne s s  the boy re c e i ve d  the b e s t  o f  g o o d  C h ri sti an t rai ni n g .  N ow 
thi s .  '-that a re we t o  ,ds! ?  What we t o  d o ? "  

" B e ggi n ' y o u  pa rd o n , m ' Lady , " s ai d Hi g gi nbo tham qui e tly , " gold 
in the ri ght amount wou ld do the t ri ck . "  

But Lady A nn B a c o n  c on ti nu e d  he r p a ci ng a nd moa ni ng � s  th o ggh 
s he we re mo re c on'c e rned wi t h  wal l o wi ng i n  the c ri si s  than s o lvi n g  i t . 
Lady H a t t o n' s t rai gh tened u p  f ro m  the b e d , s ta re d  i n  e xa spe ra ti on f ro m  
Lady A nn ,  to t h e  mai d s , t o  Hi ggi nbo tham .  S h e  turne d to A nni e , t h e  
li ttle mi nx . 

".H e re ,  take t hi s c l o th a nd t ry t o  g e t  the re s t  o f  the d ri e d  bl o od 
out o f  hi s hai r ,  wi thout di s tu rbi n g  the wo und . Come wi th me , Hi ggi n­
bo tham . " -

. Out i n  th e hall they ran into mo re d ome s ti c s ,  c on c e rn e d  a bo u t  
thei· r beloved Ma'$.t e r li' ranci s .  Lady H a t t o n  put on a b rav e f ront and 
rea s su re d  t hem that he wa s ill but ali v e . 

"Wi ll M r. Mo o re c ome i f  the bi ll i s  pai d ?" s h e  a s k e d  Hi ggi n­
b o tham anxi o u sly . · 

. "Mo s t  a s suredly , mad am , "  repli e d  he r butl e r. " I ' ll be gla d  t o  
ri d e  i n  a gai n an� f e t ch him . " 

" Tha nk yo u ,  Hi g gi nb o tham , but I ' d b e s t  go • . Pe rbap s  I c an i mp re s s  
the _ go o d  m"n wi th ou r d e sp e ra t e  ne e d , "  a nd s h e  :� t a rt e d  p re ci pi ta tely 
d own t he hall . 

"Mi nd i f  I come a lo n g , m ' Lady? "  Hi ggi nbo t ham wa s ri ght b ehind 
he r, '' I t ' ll s av e  ye time in fi ndi ng hi s pla c e . "  

The ho s t l e r wa s rubbin g  d own Hi ggi nb o tham ' s s t e e d  whe n  t hey c ame 
out si d e . the po o r  be a s t  wa s wi nd ed and t rembli ng wi th f a ti gue . 

11S o r , "  the man t ou ch e d  hi s f o re l o ck , " ye cann a  ri d e t hi s ' n ba c k  
t o  Lunnon ? 11 

. "N o ,  we ' re n o t  ri di ng t o  Lon d o n ! "  Lad y  Ha t t on repli e d  a ng ri ly 
f o r  him .  "Y ou r ma s t e r ' s a t  d e a th ' s  do o r  a nd s ome o n e  mus t  g e t  t o  St . 
A lbans f o r  a d o c t o r . '' 

The man wa s n ot to b e  d en i e d . 

" B e ggi n ' ye r pa rdo n ,  ye r O ra c e , we ha ' a f re s h ' un a t  s table f o r 
M r .  · Hi ggi nbo t ham , Ma ste r A ntb o ny ' s  C e rb e ru s . "  

Li lli b e t) i mp a ti e n tl y a g re e d  a nd bel i e d  he r own d e pl e t e d  e o-ndi tio n 
by mo unti ng b ri skly whe n Hi g gi nb o th am gave h e r a f o o t  up . She s et 
o f f  imme d i a t el y  f o r  t he s t able s a t  a b ri sk t ro t  a nd Hi g gi nbo t ham c ame 
along be hi n d  on hi a- wi nd e d  mo unt , wi th the h o s tle r runnin g a p o o r  
t hi rd behin d . 
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C e rb e ru s  wa s s ti ll s a d dl e d  a nd su c h  wa s Li l li b e t ' s  i mp a ti e n c e  t o  
b e  o f f  tha t  s h e  would not wai t f o r t h e  s ti r rup l e n g th t o  b e  a d j u st e d . 
But Hi g gi nbo tham ' s s h o rte r l e g s  mana ged t o  re a ch th em and he s pu r re d  
o f f  o n  t h e  huge bla ck t o  cat c h  u p  wi th Li lli be t ' s  fle e t  pi e b ald . Then 
it wa s t ro t , ra ck , cante r and gall o p  in t o  S t . A l ban s add the a po the • . .  · 

c a ry s ho p .  I t  wa s o n  the n ea r  si d e  o f  the t own but · eve n s o  i t  wa s 
mo s t  o f  t h re e  mi le s i n .  A ft e r the l o n g  ri d e  o ut f rom L on d o n  tha t mo rn­
i ng ·the re wa s no ple a su re i n  i t f o r h o rs e s  o r  ri d e rs .  

The c omi n g s  and g oi n g s  o f  t �· e s t rang e pai r f rom Lon d on had b e e n  
well no t e d  e a rli e r  i n  the sl e epy ha�l e t  a nd whe n  the two rod e  po s t  
h a s t e  u p  t o  the d o c t o r ' s d o o r the re wa s a gathe ri ng o f  t h e  c u ri ou s .  

Li lli be t ' di smount e d  wi th out awai ti ng Hi g gi nb o tham ' s a s si s t anc e , 
hand e d  he r rei n s  to an e a g e r a nd o p e n-mo uthed lad a nd pu shed o n  i n t o  
t h e  s ho p  wi thout awai t i n g  a n  an swe r t o  he r p e remp to ry kno ck . B e hi nd 
the c ount e r wa s a nond e s c ri pt fi gu re o f  a man �  me di um bui ld , s t ra g gly 
red and g ray hai r a nd be a rd , a nd gold- ri mmed s pe c t a cl e s  s e t  well d own 
on hi s no s e . Whe n Li lli b e t  c ame up t o  hi s c ount e r  he showe d  no s u r­
p ri se wha t s o eve r 1  a s  though ladi � s we re a c ommo npla c e  i n  S t .  A lba n s . 
H e  ti l t ed hi s h e ad f o rwa rd a nd l o o k ed ove r hi s s pe c ta cl� s a t  he r wi t h  
qui z z i c al ,  wa t e ry blue eye s .  

" Thou a rt M r . M o o re ,  the 'a p o th e c a -ry?" she a ske<i i n  s ome pussleme nt 

''Y u s , "  c ame the reply i n  a thi c k  l o cal diale c t . 

" A nd d i d s t thou re f u s e  t o  c o me t o  G o rhambury t o  a t t end M r .  B a c o n ? "  
s he a sk e d  a c cu si ng1y • 

. fiYu s , "  c ame the d e li b e ra t e  re ply wi thou t so muc h  a s  the bli nk o f  
an eye . "F ront him no t one g ro a t  f o r la s t  tim e . "  

" A nd how l o n g  a go wa s that , my g o od man ? "  

The g o od man turned t o  t h e  c rowd e d  d e sk b e hi nd t he c o u nt e r ,  pi ck­
e d  up a s pi nd l e  o f  pape r s  a nd l ea f e d  slowly and d eli�e rat e ly t h ro u gh 
i t .  N ow h e  wa s l o oki ng th rough hi s gla s s e s .  H e  tu rned t o  her a gai n . 

• "Eleve n  month � t e n  d ay s  an ' ni n e  hours-;' ma t am , " a s  he tu rne d  ba ck 
t o  s e t  the s pi ndle d own . 

Li lli b e t  cu rbed he r i mpa ti ence wi th an i cy e alm. 

"Wai t ,  go o d  d o c t o r ,  how muc h  i s  i t ? " 

" One ma rk , f o u r  s hilli n g s and five p e n c e . "  

" If the bi ll i s  pai d n ow, wi l t  thou come illlJ1ledi a tely � M r .  Mo o re ?  
The ma s t e r  o f  Go rhambu ry i s  dyi flg . 11 

"Yu s ?'* H e  s e t  the · s pi nd l e  d o wn , hi s c omp o su re n o t i c eably di s tu r­
b e d  f o r o nc e 1 and t u rned ba ck t o  Li lli b e t  a nd s ta re d  o v e r  hi s gla s s e s .  
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'�A t� empt e d  mu rd e r·; i t  :1 e em s  .-- l a st ni ght ! "  S he . o pe ne d  he r 
pur s e  and c ount e d  the. money. out o n  the counte r .  

"M r .  B a c o n  ha s. a na sty _g� s h  on ' th e  h
-
_
e

-
ad , " o b s e rve d -Hi

.
g gin b o thani . 

"N o ,  no n o , "  Mo o re· s h o o k  hi s head i n  di a b.e li e f �  " Ma s te r Ba c on 
had no euem,. i n  the wo rld . Eve rybo dy luf f e d  him . " 

"Wi l l  yo u hu rry , "  u rg e d  Lady Ha tt on , " I ' l l  pay you d oiJble f o r 
yo�r time and t roubl e . D o  you have. a ho�s e ? " 

"N o ., "  re pli e d  th� �.p o the c a ry a s  h e  pulle d  a bla ck bag o ut o f  the 
clut t e r o f  a b a c k  c o rne r o f  t h e  s ho p ,  p e e re d  b ri e fly i n t o  i t , cl o se d  
i t ,  walked t o  a back d o-o r  c o ve re.d wi th a hangi ng a n d  shout e d  some thing 
uni n t e lli gi ble th rough it to wh omeve r  wa s i n  the re a r . · wi thout awai t ­
i ng a re ply h �  h e a d e d , n o t  t o o  sl owly , f o r t h e  shop d o o r .  "We g o  t o  
the s tabl e . "  

- . 
"Mo re valuable ti-me l o s t , "  s a i d  Li lli b e t  i n  exa s p e ra ti on a s  she 

f o.ll owe d the a p o th e c a ry out , wi th _ Jfi gginb o th am h oldi ng the s ho p  d o o r 
f o r  them, " and po o r  F ran c-i s f o r want , of p ro pe r a t t e nti on ! "  - . ' . . . 

A kno t  o f  c u ri o u s  vi lla g e r s  had gathe red now a nd t hey f o rme d an 
e a g e r audi ene_e . a s  the d e s pe ra te Lady Ha t t o.n g ra s pe d  the a p o the ca ry ' s  
a rm. 

"M r .  Mo o re ,  f o r  O od ' s  �ake -- ·a nd fo r the sake o f  M r .  Ba c on 
.�1 t t�ou sa�.e . ti me and ri d e  4 oubl e wi th my man h e re ? " 

"Y u. s ? "  re pl i e d  M o o re , , mo re i n  a surpri s e d  que sti o n  than a n  ·a f ­
fi rma ti·ve re plv , 

"U p wi th you , Hi g ginbo tham , "' she shove d  M r . M o o re fi rmly towa rd 
Ce rb e ru s ,  " I  ' 11 mo unt mys.e l f  1 tha�k yo� . "  

� flu rry o f  p e t ti c o a t s gave �he vi llage r s  muc h  m& re o f  a show than 
they ba rgai n e d  f o r and ; reve ali ng a l ength of p re t ty whi t e  leg whi c h  -
l e f t  t_hem o pe.n:mouthed , she wa s o n  the pi ebald i n  a t ri c e . l�hi l e  Hi g ­
gi nb otham mou�t e d  she t o s s e d  a pence o r · two t o  the boy who ha d he ld 
.thei r h� r s e s ,: H e r  b�tl e r g ra s p e d  the s t a rt l e d  and p ro t e s ti ng, a p o t h e ­
c a ry ,  swung h i m  e a si ly u p  o n  the mi ghty C e rb e ru s , a nd all we re o f f  a t  
a gall o p .  

O n  the way b a ck t o  Go rhambu ry o nly two e ven t s · we re o f  any mome nt . 
the po s tman wa s j u s t  leavi ng the pla c e  and a c o unt ry yo uth , ri ding a 
bony na g ,  wa s l o pi n g  up th e d ri ve . on · an impul s e  Li lli bet rei ned i n  
t o  lea rn hi s purpo s e  but . w�y e d  Hi ggi nbo tham a nd t h e  a po t he c a ry on to -
the man s e  wi th all ha s t e � The yo uth had a me s s a g e  f o r M r .  F ranci s Ba­
c o n .  Lady Ha t t o n  � ol d  him th� , ma s t e r o f  �o rham�u ry was d e s pe ra t ely i l �  
t ha t  she wo uld s e e  to i t  t h a t  the me s s a ge wa s d elive re d . S he g av e  him 
a gene rou s  ti p f o r hi s t roub l e � and s ent him happily on hi s way . 

. .. Con sume d wi t h  .� e s pe ra te c u ri o si t y ,  she o pe n.e d the si mply £o l d e d  
n o t e , i t  wa sn t t  s e a l e d , to fin d  a c rypti c ,  · rhyme d qua t rai n :  
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" The E a rl hath gi ' e uc a thou sand poun ' 
T o  hi re away the S t rat f o rd cl own .  
We h a s t e  t o  s �nd hi m o n  hi s way , 
Ove r the di t c h  f o r  many a d ay . " 

Hal 

S he ha s t e ne d  on up t o  F ranci s '  ro om 1 t he re t o  fi nd mo re calm 
than when s h e  l e f t . He r l ov e r wa s s i t t i ng u p  i n  b e d . T h e re wa s still 
a f a r away 1 o the r-wo rldly l o ok i n  hi s eye but he gave h e r  a wa n smi le 
and n o d  of re c o gni ti o n .  M r. Mo o re wa s cu t ti n g  away the hai r a round 
the he ad wound b e f o re c l e a ni n g  i t  a nd b a nd a ging i t . 

had 
the 
and 
the 

I 

Hi ggi nbotham and Lady A nn we re in the room but the a p o the ca ry 
appa ren tly o rd e re d  the d ome s ti c s  out . S he wo uld have me nti o ne d  
n o t e  then b u t  M o o re ' s  a t te nti on s we re caus� ng F ra nci s some p ai n  
s he d i dn ' t  want t o  inte rfe re ri ght t h e n  w.l th the c ompl e ti o n  o f  
t a s k . But a rema rk ab out the wo und i � self mi ght be app ro p ri a te . 

"N a s ty ga �h , i sn ' t  i t ,  d o c t o r? "  

"Y u s , "  he re pli e d  s ho rtl y .  

" C ould ' s t thou name t h e  we a p o n  tha t c au s e d  i t ? "  

Lady A nn ' s  flut te ri �g hand s wave d  even mo re di s t ra ct edly a s  Lad y 
Hatt o n  b rought u p  the po s si b� li ty o f  a � t empt e d  mu rd e r .  

" N o  we a p o n ,  m ' Lady , n  h e  repli e d  slowly a nd d eli b e ra tely a s  he 
wo rk e d , " a  f all on de he a d . "  

"F ran ci s , yo u d ont have to talk i f  you dont f e e l  l i k e  i t , d e a r _, "  
she s ai d  t o  him ,  11Wa s i t  a f all f rom C e rbe ru s  thi s mO rni n g  a s  you 
rod e  f ro m  Lo nd o n ,  o r  we rt t hou· vaylai d by s ome hi ghwayman ?" \ 

"Wo uld l i t  had b e e n  the latte r and tha t h e  fi ni shed the j ob , " 
re pli e d  F ranci s ,  ba rely above a whi s pe r i n  a mo s t  wo e be gone fa shio n .  

"F ranci s ! "  exclaime d  Li lli b e t  • 

" O h  1ny he ave nly d ay s , the S ai n t s  p re s e rve u s , "  ma ened Lady A nn ,  
wri ngi ng he r hand s . \ 

" N o . C e rbe ru s  stumbl e d  i n  the d a rk and I .en t he adl o ng . "  

Te lli n g  thi s t ru t h  F ranci s '  voi c e  wa s e v e n  l owe r and hi s eye s 
d ownca � t  i n  u t t e r d e j e c ti o n ,  exc e p t  a s  M o ore ' s  c l e a n si ng medi cin e 
s tung him t o  g re a t e r physi cal awa rene s s . N ow why s ho ul d  he tell t hem 
of hi s a t temp t e d  s ui ci d e ?  He wa s j u s t  g ra t e f ul f o r th e su pe rfi ci al 
h e ad wound as a cove r f o r t he real c au se of hi s phy si c al c on di ti o n .  
The f e a rful and o pp re s si v e  re a s on s  f o r t ak i n g  the poi s on we re still 
the re ,  l i ke g ri nni ng s �e ct re s ,  t h re a te ni n g  eventually t o  c on sume him . 
Whe re t o  g o ?  What t o  d o ? S u rround e d  by a c rew o f  he l pl e s s  wome n ,  
and s o  wea k  a nd e xhau s t ed h e  c ould s c a rc e ly l oo k  i nto t he mo r row, l e t  
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l e t  alone the  ' p re s ent . h e  want e d  n o  mo re o f  tho s�  out - o f­
th�-bo dy expe ri en c e s ,  Whe n  t he s u rge s o f  fi re came f ro m  bel ow they 
we rv we ake r now and he re si s te d  t hem suo c e s n fully . He  -ha d had enou gh / , 
o f  e s c ap e s .  I t  s e eme d b e t t e r s ome h·o'� t o  hold on to  �he fl e sh i :q  fu ll 
c on s ci ousne s s r and l o o k  s qu a rely a t  the s i tua ti o n ,  �wha teve r it mi ght 
be . P e rhap s a s oluti o n  was po s s i b l e  as hi s mys t e ri ou s  vi si to r had 

· sugge sted . 

"A rt thou hung ry ,  Ma s t e r B a c o n ? "  a sk e d  M :r. �fo o re �  \_ ' 

F ranci s shook hi s h e ad . T he thought o f  f o o d  w� s . f a rth e s t  f rom 
hi s mind " , The re c e rtai nly wa s no d e si re f o r i t .  But the g_pod apothe­
c a ry wa s wi s e r in the ways o f  men .  He  l o ok e d  di re ctly a t  Lady A nn .  

"S oup . "  
-

Gi ven s ome thi n g  t a ngi ble a nd readi ly wi thi n  h � r  me a n s  to do , 
Lady A nn hu s t l e d  out to o rd e r up s ome ' nou ri s hment fo � he r f avo ri te 
" s on" . S he even s t opped wr·  gin g  he :r hand s .  \ 

" Th e  poo r d e a r  ha s n ' t  had a thing to e a t  si nce ye s t e rday , "  sai d  
Lil li b e t  t o  Mo o re and s a t  d own o n  t h e  e d ge o f  the b e d  a gai n , pla cing � 

he r band a g e d  hand t e nd e rly o n  F ra nci s .  T h e  �l o th wrappi n g s  we re l o o s e  
and di rty f rom he r l o ng d ay i n  the saddle , a nd he r h e ali n g /fin ge� 
i tched and ach e d . S h e  turned to Hi g ginbo tham s tandin g  qui e t�y and 
wat chfully by the d o o r . · . 

I --' 
11\ve· d o nt n e e d  the e  f o r the time being . Thou a rt ti re'd and hun g ry ,  

. I know. G e t  the e down st ai rs  and re s t  thy s e l f . "  

" Thank you , m ' Lady , "  s ai d  Hi g gi nbotham , and wi t h  a re s pe c tful 
b ow he ld thd rew .  

" Thou mu s t  be ti red a n d  hun g ry ,  t.o o , "  s ai d  F ra nei s s�owly . H e  ( a s s ayed a wan smi l e  and t owa rd he r i nj u re �  hand . " l t  want s 
a f re sh band a ge , H r . M o o re , wi l t  thou s e e  to i t  now?" 

"Yu s , "  re pl i e d  the a p o th e c a ry ,  " yu s  i nd e ed I "  

Whi l e  Li lli b e t  slump e d  b a ck g ra t e fully a gai n s t  the headb o a rd and 
h e aved h e r  f.i r s t  si g h  of relaxati on in hou r s ,  Mo o re tu rn e d  hi s a t­
tenti o n  on h e x- t roubl� . I, S �i s s o·rs  sni pped away and di rty ou t e r wra p­
pi n g s  we re removed to  rev e al the e xpe rt s pli nti ng o f  D r . B ri ght , two 
d ays  befo re • 

. 

· . ·" G o o d  l'to rk ., "  o b s e rv e d  Ho o re app rovi ngly a s  hi s fi n,ge r s 1 p re s s e d  
fi rmly alon g t h e  bi ndin g s .  

· S he win c e d  sli ghtly a t  the pai n �ut s ai d  no thi ng .  F ra nci s li fted  
a hand to put  o n  he r a rm ,  a no th e r i ndi c a ti o n  that  h e  wa s re tu rnin g  a 
li ttle t o  no rmal . H e  no ti c e d  the f o ld e d  p a pe r ,  s ti ll held i n  he r . 
g o o d  hand . 

"F o r  me ?" he a sk e d , pointing to i t .  
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" O f  c o u rs e , how stupi d of me ! "  s h e  e xc l ai med . ttA me s senge r 
b rought i t  j u s t  a s  we ro d e  u p  the d ri ve comi n g  b a ck f ro m  S t .  A lban s 
wi th M r .  M o o re . "  

F ran ci s s till f elt remo t e  f rom the phy si c a l  wo rld a s  he unfo lded 
t he no te . He re a d  and re - re a d , and re- re ad , s e archi n g  d ully f o r  the 
si gni fi c an c e  o f  t he rhyme d line s be f o re him .  G ra d ually �e ali z ati on 
c ame a nd the p ro phe cy of t he my s t e ri ou s  vi s i t o r only a sh o rt time be­
f o re took o n  re ali ty .  H e  wa s s a f e ! The Ea rl of S ou th ampt o n  had c o me 
th ro u g h  wi th a th ou s and pound s t o  buy Wi l l  S hake s pe a re ' s  si le nce . 
Ha r ry Pe rcy wa s o n  hi s way t o  S t ra tf o rd no w. F o r  tha t ki nd o f  mo ney 
the a c t o r-mana ge r of Lo rd Chambe rlai n ' s  c ompany would go to the end 
o f  t he e a rth ; and all t h a t  would b e  a sk e d  o f  him wa s to c ro s s the Chan­
nel , the di tch , a nd s tay out o f  s i ght and rea c h  of the Que e n ' s  men u n­
til thi s thi ng blew o v e r .  

" Go o d  news ? "  a sk e d  Li lli b e t , . and the n a s  s he s aw t h e  smi le o f  re ­
li ef c ro s s F ranci s '  f a c e , " It i s  g o o d  news . I should have k no wn � t .  
We a re s a f e , s afe l "  

I t  wa s awkwa rd , wi t h  the apothe c a r,y holdi n g  a nd reband a gi n g  he r 
l e f t  hand , but s h e  put h e r  g o o d  hand and a rm a ro und t ranci s '  neck a nd 
ki s s e d  hi m. The rea c ti o n  f rom the Pu ri tan M r. M o o re wa s i mmedi a t e . 

"All the S aint s and J o s e ph l '' he exclaimed and g o t  up and le f t -
the ro om , t o o  emb a rra s s e d  t o  c om pl e t e  the j ob . 

The two love rs laughe d .  

tt H e re , I ' ll fi ni sh i t , "  sai d F ra nci s , " i t  only need $ to b e  t i ed . "  

" But a rt the o ne who � s  si ck , "' p ro te s t e d  Lil li b e t . "D o e s  tha t 
n o t e  me an wha t  I ho p e  i t  mean s ? " 

''F rom Ha rry P e rcy , " s ai d  F ranci s i n  a l ow vo i c e  a s  he ti e d  h e r  
banda g e . "My good man i s  o rt  hi s way wi th eno ugh t o  a s su re lvill ' s ab­
sence f rom the c o unt ry f o r month $ .- "  

*' Oh , F ran ci s ! " S he ki s s e d  hi m a ga i n  and a gai n .  

Hi s ne rve s s ti ll poi s o n-dulled by the henbane , F ran ci s did n ' t 
f e e l  qui t e  th e fi e ry re s pon ae to he r p re se nc e  a s  i n  th e p revi ou s two 
d ay s ; but h e  eno ugh t o  re s pond by �ut ti n g hi s a rms a rou nd he r a nd 
emb J;"a ci ng he r .  

" La s t  ni ght s e eme th li k e  a ho r ri bl e  d re am, " s he mu rmu re d , " Go d  
hath b e en g o o d . My p raye rs f o r  yo u r  sa f e ty a re a nswe red .. " 

"!.( Ha rry Pe rcy ri d e th s t rai ghtaway t o  S t �a tf o rd , a nd !! h e  aR4 
Wi ll suc ce e d  i n  eludi ng He r  M a j e s ty ' s men on thei r way to the Ci nque 
P o rt s .  W e  c an t he n  b e  thankful ; "  ob s e rve d  F ranci s qui e tly , " but they 
wi ll . "  

T he re va s an unn e c e s s a ri ly l oud - k n o c k  a t  th e pa rti ally open d o o r; 
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but Lady A nn di dn ' t  wai t to  b e  bi d d e n  to  ente r;  s h e  stalk ed . d e t e rmi n­
edly_ i n  be a ri ng a t ray wi th a bowl o f  s oup , t o a s t e d- muf fi n s  and j e lly. 
On it al s o  wa s a s e al e d  l e tt e r .  B ehind he r wa s Mr. M o o re .  S he c ould 
have app ro a ched F ran ci s f rom the o the r si d e  of the bed but she came 
r� ght. up to . whe re Li lli b e t  wa s $i t t ing • . 

" He re ,  s o n , t hi s ' ll put s ome . s t rength i n  ye % "  

Ra th e r tha n  be elbowed out o f  the way , Li lli b e t  g o t  up qui c k ly --
a ft e r  all , Lady A nn wa s mi s t re a s  o f  the hou s e -- a nd moved away . T o  _, 
reli eve the ten si on she a sked M r. M o o re to  fini s h  c h e ck i n g  the wra p-
pi ng on h e r  band . 

� 

" Can s t  thou t e ll me ho-w l on g  I mu s t  wea r  t hi s awful thi ng ,  
d o ct o r? "  

"When di d i t  happen? " 

" Two d ay s  ago . "  

"lie ll , by me i t  sho uld s t ay o n  a we e k  a t  l e a s t  -- b e tter ye t two 
we ek s .  11 He held  h e r bandaged hand gently in ·hi s ,  with the o the r ove r 
i t  i n  a c a rre s si n g 1  heali ng g e s tu re . " Thou knowe s t ;  m ' Lady , na ture 
take s he r tim e . Give he r a chan c e . "  

He tu rn e d  b a ck t o  F ranci s and f e l t  hi s b row . 

" N o  feve r he re .  Y e  may s�ffe r a pe rtu rba ti o n  o f  the b rain f o r  a 
f ew d ay s ,  M a s te r B a c o n . I ' d advi s e  ye t o  l ay o ff the bo ok s ye r readi n '  
and s tudyi n ' ' ti l  all ungodly hou rs o ' the ni ght . Y e ' re so und o '  win d 
and limb o the rwi s e .  Re s t  ' ul d o  the t ri ck .  ''�el l , I mu s t  go , and retu rn 
the mo rrow. " 

But M r . M o o re di dn ' t  s e en exa ctly e a ge r to l e ave . Lady H a t t on 
s e n s e d  wha t wa s holdi ng back and went f o r  he r pu r s e . · 

" Qui t e  unne c e s s a ry ! " exclai me d  Lady A nn sha rp�y and j umpe d up so  
sudd enly f rom be sid e F ran ci s on the �ed  that s he almo s t  upset  hi s 
sou p .  "!.!.ll pay f o r the c ha rge f o r hi s s e rvi c e s  a nd !.!.*-! s e e  t h a t  he 
g e t s  ba ck to S t . Alban s 1 " 

" �haQk you , M r .  Mo o re , "  c alle d  Lady Ha t t o n  a f t e r  him a s  th e two 
l e f t  t·he ro om. \vi th t he smi l e  of a suc c e s s ful con s pi ra to r she hu rri e d  
back to  F ranci s '  s i d e , off e ri ng to  f e e d  him h e r s e l f  wi th he r go o d  hand . 
A f te r a few attemp t s  to ladle s oup i nto him , h e  laughed a t  he r c o nc e rn ( and . gently t o o k  t h e  sppon away f ro m  he r.  

" Pl e a s e , d e a r, I ' d rath e r d o  it  mys e l f . lvhy d o nt ye  but t e r up a 
muffi n o r  two . Tho u ' rt hUng ry ,  I know. " f 

Thi s she di d but o f f e red t o  s ha re the fi r s t  one wi t h  him .  F ran­
ci s duti fully t o ok a bi te as she h el d  it to  hi s mouth arid he t ri ed t o  
bi t e  h e r fi nge r a s  we ll . She j e �k e d  t he muf fi n b a c k  wi th a mo ck c ry 
o f  ala rm ,  but snuggl e d  cl o s e r  t o  him h e rself . A t  th�  n e xt bi t e  of  muf-
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fi n ,  c rumb s fell d o wn  o nt o  hi s che s t  and in t o  the b e d sh e e t . 

" I  can h el p , " o ff e re d Li lli be t ,  and wi thout a wai tin •' J nci s '  
app roval , sli d a c a rre s si ng hand a l o n g  hi s si d e  t o  fi nd he e rrant 
c rumb s .  Muc h  a s  he mi ght have e nj oyed t hi s  pl ay , he wa s t o o  re s po n­
si ve t o  contai n  hi ms elf and - - f o r a suppo s e d  si c k  man • - gave a s u r­
p ri si ng lu rch away f rom he r ti c kli ng fi nge rs . 

11 Li lli b e t ,  ple a s e ! "  he ga s ped . 

" I  wa s only t ryi n g  t o  b e  hel pful ; F ranci s , "  she p ro t e s t e d  in a ll 
i nno c en c e . 

The n �a dy A nn re t urne d ,  wi thout kno ckin g thi s ti me ,  a nd a p p roa ched 
the b e d  so d e t e rmin e dly that Li lli b e t  got up and mo v ed a way a gai n . S he 
c ould n ' t  pi ck up the s p o o n  to f e e d  F ra n ci s b e c a u s e  he wa s d oi ng t hat 
him s e l f , but she di d spy the s ti ll uno pene d le t t e r on the t ray . 

" Thou ha s t  no t touched thJ' mai l l "  Lady A nn s ai d  re app ro 11i ngly , 
and p i c k e d  i t  up f o r  a � o o k  a t  the handwri ti n g .  Out si d e  o f  F ranci s '  
name and a d d re s s , the re wa s n ot hi n g the re t o  i ndi c a t e  whe re i t  wa s 
f rom no r whom. She pe e re d  c l o sely a t  the wri ti ng .  

"D ont re c o gni z e i t .  D ont r e c o gni z e  i t  a t  all . D oe -an ' t  
lik e  the Ci ty - - s al t  lli r. " 

F ranci s gently eemoved i t  f ro m h e r g ra s p ,  "Mo t he r� ple a s e , "  b ro ke 
the s e ali ng wax and t he ti e s  and o pe ned i t .  " I t ' s  f rom Mi c hael S tan­
h o pe . He w ri t e s  f rom I p swi ch . "  

A qui ck gl anc e  at the c o nte nt s reve ale d t ha t  i t  wa s n o thi n g  s e c re t  
s o  h e  read i t  al oud ; 

"M r .  B a c o n : We a re move d g re a tly at thi s ti me ,  ho pi ng not t o  d is tu rb -
thy f eli ci ty a t  G o rhambu ry ,  �he whi c h  we would sha re wit h  t he e  i f  ci r- · 

cum s t an c e s  he re we re o the r than t hey a re .  I t  i s  c o mmonly b rui t e d  he re ­
abo ut s tha t He r M a j e sty ente rtai ne t h  a new Pa rli ament bef o re the ye a r  
i s  u p  and the go o d  ci ti z en s  o f  I p swi ch ,  c a s tin g a bout f o r  the a bl e s t 
ge ntl ema n t o  rep re s e n t  them - �  al o n g  wi th my bumble s elf -- c ould o nly 

• a g re e  on F ra nci s B a c o n .  T h o u  s t o ul d s t  f o r  Mid dl e s ex i n  t he g re a t  Pa rl 
li ame n t  o f  � 9 3 , but champi o ne d  the c ommo n c a us e i n  e a syi n g  the rui nous 
tax b u rd e n  p ro po s e d  by the Lo rd s .  We woul d d e em it the g rea t e s t  o f  
hono r s  i f  t h ou woul d s t  s t and wi th me f o r I p swi ch i n  C ommo n s . 

Y o� r  humb l e  se rvant , 

.., Mi chael S t anho p e "  

F ranci s d ro pped hi s hand a nd the l e t te r sl o wly , g a � in g  f a r  o ff 
i nt o  the di s t anc e .  T h e  mys t e ri o u s  vi si t o r wa s ri gh t  a gain . H e  wa s 
n e e d e d . Hi s wo rk wo uld go o n ! 

"Sur ely ye wi ll no t si t wi th the rab bl e o f  t he C ommon s a g ai n , "  
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came f rom Lady A nn ha r shly . "l�ould s t  thou · f o rtune tire Que en ' s  di s pl e a s ­
ure o nc e  m� re , th e T owe r and t h e  blo ck mi ght b e  t hy d e s ti ny . " 

n t f  th� ri ght s  o f  t he p e op l e  c all f o r d e f e n s·e whi ch me ri t
.
e th th e 

ill will of  he r Ma j e s t y ,  s o  b e  i t .  I wi ll no t shi rk my duty f o r  t he 
he a rt a nd · b ody �f E ngl and , "  repli e d · F ranci s fi rmly,  but h e  fi ng e re d  
hi s banda ge d head . · 

"S urely that wi ll heal b e fo re Pa·rli ament si t s , "  laughe d Li ll i be t  
t o  rele a s e  th e t en si o n .  " I  thi nk thi s call s fo r a c e le b ration , thi s 
invi ta ti o n  f rom M r .  S ta nho pe . Nay , a f ea s t !  I 9 m. hun g ry a nd s oup and 
muf fi n s  will s c a rc ely s e rv e  t o  allay t h e  pang s o f  thi s d ay-lo n g  fa s t ! "  

" B ri d ge t ! "  F ranci s rai s e d  hi s voi c e  to · summon a mai d , a nd t o  
Li lli be t ,  "w·e ' ll t o a s t  thi s n e w  hon o r  i n  n e w  win e .  Mo the r ,  wi ll you. 
j oi n  u s ? "  

\Wi t h  a sno rt o f  half-a p p roval s h e  gath e re d  h e r ski rt and he ad ed 
f o r the doo r .  " B ri d get ' s  below s t ai rs ,  I ' m a f rai d ,  but we c an s ca re 
up a b o t tle o f  Cla re t s ame pla c e . I f  ye mus t d ri nk ,  t hi s i s  a s  good 
excu s e  a s  any . " 

S ud denly , Li lli b e t  f e l t  ti red to o ,  a s  we ll a s  hung ry ,  a nd s he 
slumped d own i nt o  F ranci s '  bi g ,  e a sy chai r ,  s t re t c hi n g  h e r  l e g s  man-
like b e f o re he r .  · 

" Thou ha s t  b e e n  a g re a t  c a re t o  me , M r .  B a c o n ,  thi s l on g , l o ng 
d ay .  M e  think s I ' ve a ge d  arid wri nkle d  my f a c e . · D ' ye suppo s e. I c ould 
wi thd raw a nd re pai r the d ama g e  b e fo re we sup ? "  

F ra nci s wa s all ap o l o gi e s · a s  h e  t ri e d  a gai n t o  c all hel p a nd 
finally did ro u s e  A n ni e  to t ak e  Li lli bet t o  a room whe re . she  could 
f re shen up a nd rel ax a bi t f rom tha t l on g  d ay ,  muc� of it in th e 
saddl e . F ranci s in si st e �  that she re turn t o  hi s ro om , howeve r ,  and 
p re vail e d  on Lady A nn to h ave th ei r s uppe r s e rved the re . T h e  sun had 
s e t  a nd they we re i n  the l o ng twi li ght o f  Engli sh summe r befo re a r­
rangement s we re c ompl e t e  f o r the t h re e  o f  them. 

T ray s o f  s t e amin g  vi and s we re b ro u ght i h ,  a j oint. o f  mut ton , 
f re sh ve getabl e s  and f rui t f rom the e xt e n sive . ga rd e n s , a nd to  d ri nk • 
the re wa s s a ck and tha t new Cla re t . S ev e ral t o a st s we re d runk , t o  . 
F ranci s '  health , to  the Que e n , t o  hi s suc c e s s ful ele c ti o� a s  re p re s e n­
t a ti ve f rom I p swi ch .  T hi s la t t e r  d re w  li t tle enthusi asm f ro m  Lady 
A nn B a c �n and Lady Hatton called he r o n  i t .  

11S ure ly ·�hou wi s h  thy s o n  well i n  hi s publi c • 

"Aye , "  she  s ai d  d ri ly , " i f  he  d o e sn ' t  l o se hi s he a d  o pp o si ng 
he r Ma j e sty a nd he r Ma j e sty ' s mi ni st e rs ! T ha t  di s g ra ce ful p e rf o rmanc e 
o f  ' 9 3 i s  s till the emb a r ra s sme nt o f  the fami ly . " 

"Sub sidi e s  c ome f rom the p e o pl e , "  repli e d  F ranci s .  " They should 
have !.2m� voi c e  i n  whe n  the tax i s  c o ll ec te d  and h.2l! it i s  s pent . "  
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Lady A nn put he r gla s s  d o wn fi rmly . 

" Commo n s  shou l d  mi n� t hei r b e t te rs , d o  a s  th ey ' re t o l d  and go 
h ome . He r Ma j e s ty rule s t hi s l and , a s  i t  s ho uld b e . "  

l "lvi t h  the advi c e a nd c on sent o f  f re e  men ,_  a s  i t  sho u�d b e , "  a d d e d  
F ranci s j u s t  a s  fi rmly . 

" O th e rwi se ,  many would suffe r i n  si lence , '' s ai d  Li lli be t ,  put ting 
d o wn he r gla s s  and p a s s i n g  he r g o od band ove r t ha t  s pli nt-b ound fin g e r .  
S e ei ng tha t t hi s wa s l o s t  o n  Lady A n� s h e  � re s s e d  on . " Th� nke s t  thou 

�h e r Maj e s ty i s  the s po t l e � s , blamel e s s , Que e n  s he p re te nd s t o  
b e ? Pah ! "  

Li lli b e t  almo s t  s p a t  i n  d i s gu s t a s  she t u rne d to he r f oo d . F ran­
ci s s ho o k  hi s h e ad sli ghtly a nd t ri ed t o  �hang e the subj e c t  but Lady 
A nn s h o t  b a ck . 

" How d a re thou s pe a k  li ghtly o f  Que e n  Eli z a b e t h , th e fai re s t  
mona rch t ha t  e ve r  ble s s e d  t hi s I sl e ? "  ( 

"How d a re s h e  d o  t hi s to me ?'' re t o rt e d  Li l li be t  a nd almo s t  j am• 
me d her b ro ke n  fin g e r . i nt o  Lady A nn ' s  no s e .  

S ta rt l e d  i n t o  temp o ra ry s p e e chl e s s ne s s ,  the g o o d  l ady j e rk e d  
back and l oo k ed a t  F ra nci s fo r d eni al , o r  confi rma ti o n . 

" I ' m  af rai d ' ti s  t ru� 1 mo t he r .  I wa s a t  G re e nwi e h  the othe r 
ni ght whe n  i t  happ e ne d , "  he n� d d e d  hi s h e ad sl owly . ./ 

11W'oul d s t  li k e  t o  hea r t he i ntima t e  d e t ai l s  o f  my ini ti ati on i n  
the Que e n ' s  boudoi r ? "  co nti nued ,Li ll i be t -;  s ti ll ang ry and now i n  t e a rs . 
"A nd the s c andal o n  eve ry ton gue i n  L o nd o n ? Me think s E n gl an d ' s  !.!!.!: 
Que e n  i s  i n  ne e d  o f  re s t rai nt and I p ray t hi s n ew P a rl iame n� t e � ch e a s  
he r a go o d  l e s so n ! "  

· Reali z i n g  tha t she had s ai d  p e rh a p s  to o muc h , a nd to 'he r l ove r ' s 
f o s t e r mothe r ,  s he tu rne d  t o  h e r fo o d . S h e  wa s hung ry .  But vi ct o ry 
wa s h e r s  al ready ; f o r thi s unan swe rabl e ,  un re s o lvable p roblem o f  un­
swe rvin� l oyal ty to he r M a j e s t y , i n  the f a c e o f  the old j a d e ' s  und eni ­
able d e s po ti sm a nd c o rrupti o n , had al ready c ra ck e d the fo u nd ati on ' s  
o f  Lady A nn ' s s pl e n di d min d , a nd P u ri t a n  mo ral s .  The sha rp - t on gu e d , 
s t rong-wi l le d  woman o f  a moment b e fo re d rf f t e d  o f f  i nto a v a gue , 
p o i nt le s s  c re ature of wavi ng hand s and i nd e t e rmina t e # me a ni ngle s s  
ph ra s e s .  

F ranci s c al l e d  B ri d ge �  t o  c ome and l e a d  hi s mo t h e r unp ro t e s tin g 
t o  h e r  ro om . 

" Thi s hath been c omi ng o n  s i n c e  my di s g ra c e  a f t e r  the P a rli ame nt 
of ' 9 3 1 "  s ai d  F ra n ci s s a d ly . "Sl owly but su rely she b re ak e th a gai n s t  
t h e  ti d e s o f  change . I c anno t al t e r my c o urs e . S h e  will n o t  yi eld 
to the tim e s . "  He s h rugged hi s shoul d e r s  hel pl e s sly and a s s ayed to 
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e a t  the i nvi ti n g f o o d  b e f o �e · I.t wa s p ra cti ca.l ly t a s t el e s s  t o  
him but h e  f o rc e d  hims elf t o  t a k e  nou ri s hment whi ch he knew hi s bo dy 
ne e d e d .  Li l�i b e t s tu ff e d  h e r s e l f  j oyful iy a s  woul d  �ny hung ry ni n e ­
t e e n  yea r  o l d  a ft e r a s t renuou s r day , d oi n g  j us ti c e  t o  the p ro duce o f 1 
Go rhambury ' s famous ga rd e n s  and mead ow, , now t ouched wi th th e si lve r 
li ght of  the mo on . 

A nni e cl ea re d  the suppe r t hi ng s away a nd the �i re d , happy .lov e rs  
turned f rom the so f t  c andle li ght wi thin to  the so f t e r ,  mo re my ste ri ou s  
mo onli ght vei li n g  t h e  g a rd en s  wi th out . They s t o o4 a t  t h e  win d ow o f  
hi s bed ro om and l ooked  ou t ,  l o cked  i n  the i r own my ste ry ,  t h e  ma gne ti c 
pull o f  young b o di e s  vi b rant with li f e . F ra nci s fi nally b rok� the 
s pell . 

"'va s i t  o nly two ni ght s a go , we l o oked oU.t upon the Que en ' s  ga r-
. d en s  at G re e nwi eh ? "  1 

11 0 r wa s i t  an a ge , 11 b reathed Li lli b e t  so ftly.. The n sh e pi ck ed 
up t ho s e  d e a th l e s s  li�n e s of  Rome o . "H ow silv e r- swe e t  so un� l ov� r '  s J 
ton gue s by ni g ht .  Like so fte s t  musi c t o  a tt e nd i ng e a rs l " 

" Li l li b e t . "  

"My d e a r? "  / 

" A t  wh at o ' cl o ck \t o mo rrow s hall I s end · t o  the e ?" 
� 

" A t  the h ou r  of  ni ne , "  s h e  rep li e d .  

" I  will no t f ai l , "  repli e �  F ran ci s wi th a si gh), " ' ti s tve nty 
yea rs til the n , "  a nd con t i nu e d  wi t h  J uli e t ' s  li ne s ,  " I  h av e  fo·rgo t 
why cal l e d  the e  back .. " 

. l " I _ shall f o rge t , t o  have thee s ti ll s ta nd he re ,  rememb e ri ng how 
I love thy c ompany , '! she s ai d  • . 

-
" A nd I ' ll  s till stay ,  to have the e s ti l l  fo rge t ! F o rget ti ng any J 

othe r home but thi s , "  re�li e d  F ra nci s a nd h e  f re e d  one hand f rom thei r 
emb �ac e  t o  g e s tu re t owa rd t he b ro ad , mo o nli t g a rd e n s  b e n e a�h them . 

· Lilli b e t  conti nu e d . 

n t Ti s almo s t  mo rnin g ;  I would h ave t �� e  go ne : a nd 1e t no f u rthe r 
than a wanton ' s  bi rd ;  

Who le t s  i t  hop a li t t l e  f rom he r hand , 
Li ke a povr p ri so ne r  i n  hi s twi s te d  gyve s ,  
A nd wi th a si lk th read pluck s i t  b a ck a gai n , 
S o  j e al o u s  l ovi ng o f  i t s  lib e rty . " 

" I  would I we re t hy bi rd , "  sai d  F ranci s .  

"Swe e t , s o  would I , 11 ·. Jle pl i ed Li lli be t ,  " ye t  I wquld ki !l.l 1 ... 
) ( 
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Thee wi th muc h  che ri shin g . 
Go o d  ni ght , go o d  ni ght % Pa rtin g  i s  such swe e t  s o rro w  
Tha t I shall say go o d  ni ght ti l l  i t  b e  mo r row. " 

"S l e e p  dwell upon thi ne eye s ,  p e a c e  i n  thy b re a s t  - ­

Would I we re s l e e p  and p ea c e ,  s o  swe e t  t o  re s t ! "  

F _i ni s • 
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