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D e di c a t e d t o  th e memo ry o f  

FRED CHURCH 

wh o s e  qu e s t i o n s  an d s u g g e s t i o n s  
a n d  g e n er o u s gi f t s o f  b o o k s o n  
the B a c oni an Her esy wer e  a n  al­
way s pr e sen t i n spi r a t i o n  f o r  
thi s first volume on Fr a . Bacon. 



YOUNG FRANCIS BACON 

At right is a copy of a photo 
of the Hilliard miniature por­
trait of Francis Bacon at the 
age of 18, drawn some time 
during the year 1578 while the 
young Prince of Wales was with 
the French court, either at 
Poitiers or in Paris. Francis 
was rushed out of England· at 
the age of 16 by his mother, 
Queen Elizabeth, after she 
revealed publicly, in a fit 
of rage, that Francis was in• 
deed her son by the Earl of 
Leicester. 

·.-·-

.·i' . 

ROBERT CECl:L 

At left is a copy of a portrait of 
that "lousy Italian jew" Cecil, who 
tricked Elizabeth into revealing to 
him and to the Court, Francis Bacon's 
true parentage. This hunch-backed 
toad became Elizabeth's evil genius 
and successfully thwa�ted Francis' 
every effort to rise to place and 
power during his and Elizabeth's life­
time. According to the Cypher Story 
Cecil searched out and destroyed be­
fore Elizabeth every bit of evidence 
which might have supported Francis' 
claim to the throne. 



T:his li t t le bi ogr aphi.c al sk e.t·c h  o f· s o m e  o f  the mos t  imp ort ant 
ev ents , forc e s  and p e rs o ns in. th e ear.ly li f e  of Si.r Fr an cis Bacon is 
no t wri tt en , f o r  s ch o.l ar or pro fe·s so r s .  This · fr- e e-wh e eli n g  di s.cur si o n  
int o  the mo s t  fas ci na ting o £  hi� t or� c al mys t eri e s  i s  wr i t t en f o r  acad em­
ic i'lli t er a t es lik e you·and m e ,  p e opl e who k now li t tl e  abo u t  the B a c o n­
S h ak e-sp ear e c ont r o v ersy · and c a.,..-e le ss , ·bu t wh o do , en j o y- a g o o d ,  .bl o od 
and guts, fac tual. $ t ory wh e n  t h ey s e e  o n e . 

I t  s e ems t o  m e  i t 's tim e s om eon e c·ombin e d  t he k nown his t o ri c al 
f a c ts o f  Qu e en Eli z ab eth the F i rs t , the Earl o f  L ei c e s t er h er l o v er and 
husb and , a·nd the ·po e t.-lawy e r -ph·ilos o ph e r -o c c.ultist wh o ,  i f  th ey _had a c k­
nowl ed g ed his t r u e  par e n t ag e, wo uld have b een F�an�is Fi rst o f  England • 

. Ac tually th er e i s  quit e a l i b r a�y of mat eri al o n  t h e  Ba c o n;Shak es­
pe ar e  c on t r ov ersy ever si nc e  .a mys t eri ous j i b e a t  th� aut h o rshi p of t h e  
Shak e s p ear e plays was publi sh ed by Bla c kwo o d 's Edin b ur g Mag a z in e i n  
1818. l'lh at I ·have l o o k  f o r i n  v ai n ,  l o  th es e  ma-ny y e ars , i s  a bi ogr�phy 
which c ombi n e d · t h e  known f ac t s ab out Eli z ab e th ,.Lei ces t er and @aeon , 
wi th t h e  ''l o r d  Cyph er and B i -li ter�l ·Cyph er s t o r i e s  l�hi c h_Bac o n· c ar e fully 
wov e  into ev erything he wro t e. Fr om th e fi rst edi t i o n  o f  Sh e ph e ar dVs 
C al end ar, pri nt e d  i n  1579 wh en Bacon wa s o nly eight e en ,. t o  hi s Na tur al 
His t ory, pub li.sh ed posthumously i n  1635·by B a c o n's l a s t s e c r e t ary and 
Cha plain, D r  • . lvilli am Rawl ey , Baco n w a s  b u sily c ommi t ting t o  pri n t  many 
o f  t h e  his t o r-ica-l t i dbi t s  wh i ch hi s mo th er , E ll.. zab e th , s uppr es s ed. As 
y ou r e ad along wi th m e  .I  b eii e v e  you911 a gr e e  t& a t  t h e  Cyph er s t o ri es. 
v ery. smo o thly fi t i n t o  such f a c ts o f  h er r eign a s  Eli z ab e t h  all owed 

· 

h er pro pagandi s ts t o  wri t e • 

. You. may hav e. l earn ed i n  s ch o ol _ tha t  Sh e pheard ' s  C al en d ar wa s wri t ­
t en by Ed.mund S pena er . I t  is t rue that t h e  .1611 edi ti o n  of the fam o us 
p o�m c arr� es S p ens er?� ·name a s  th e autho r .  But h ow ab o ut that fir' s t  
.e.d:i ti o n  � e  Jrie.n ti o ntfd.,· _ pri nt ed i n  157.9? S p en� er ·was o n;t.y el ev en y e ar s  
O:ld .at �h e .. ti-m e� Tha t  fi r s t  a·nrl; li t tle kn own.edi ti on � f S he phear d 's 
Calendar · was r e·gis t er. e d  a t· S ta t:i. o n er t s Hall , L o ndo·n und er · the ··na.m_ e ·: or 
T . Bri gh t ,  o n e  o f  th e e arli est o f  t h e  d o z e n  pen names u sed through o u t  
hi s li f e  by Bac o n  t o  c o v er hi.s t r emend o u.s li t e r ary out p��-. O th er nam es 
lis t ed .in t h e  Cipher Sto ry as .us ed b y  .·sir Fr an,c is i nclud e ,  Chris t oph er · 

Harlowe·,.· Ro b er t  Burton , G e o rg e' P e el e, R o b er t  G-r e en e ,  'Wi lliam _Shakesp eare. , 
and t h e  Man in �h e M o onl 

Thos e  o f  yo u who ar e sur e  tha t R ober t Bur t on: wr o t e  th e fam o us 
" Anatomy.- o f  H elancho ly" will. b e  in t e res t e d  t o  know t h a t  t h e  fir s t  .e d i ­
t i o_n o f  that wo r k , o n e o f  th e v ery e a

.
rli e s t  i n  t h e  En gl i sh l angu a ge 

.
. 

o n  ROP�l�r psychol o gy ,  was publish ed. in 1586, again wi th T .  Bright . a s  
th e auth9r . Only l a t er edi ti o ns c arry Ro b er t  Bur t o n 's nam� . � e  wa s 
a c tually o n e  o f  Bac o n 's six s e.cr e.tari e s ,  all o f  who m  w.er e t augh t � 
f o rm o f· sho rthand d ev elo p e d  by Bacon ·a.n.d publi sh ed i� an i nt er est�·ng 

- 1 -



l i t t l e mono gr aph i n  1589 . I ts ti t l e ,  "Th e Ar t o f  Bra chy gr aphy" , and 
i ts authQr was , T .  Brigh t !  

S o , fo r a peri o d  o f  56 years , ev erythi ng whi ch c am e  fr o� t h e  hand 
o f  this many-si d ed g eni us c on t ai n e d  a tri pl e  s t o ry ,  t h e s e cr e ts o f  
Bacon? s  lif e . In th e b e gi nnin g  h e  si gns hims el f  a s  P r in c e  o f  Wal es i n  
th e hop e th at Eliz ab e t h  will eventually a c knowl edg e his t r u e  par e nt a g e . 
Lat er his t al e  o f  wo e is si gn ed Fr ancis R ex, th e Ki ng Who Is T o  B e . At 
last the si n ful old d espo t was mur d er ed i n  her b ed and t h e  S co t , Jam es , 

. . a·s c end ed th e th r o n e .  l\'i t h  t h e  h e avy , s e l fish h and o f  his m o t h er o f f 
h is li f e  B a c o n  went o n · t o  th e h ei ghts o f  worldly glory and power as 
t h e  Lord Chan c e ll o r o f  Th en :the Cyph er Sto ry is si gned by 
o n e  o f  t h e  many t i tl es h e a p e d  on him by j am es ,  B ar on S t . Alb ans o r  
Lord V erul am . Th e qui et . phi loso ph e r  r e plac es th e· h o p e ful you th and man 
and he m ak es th e pro ph e c y : "I l o o k  out to th e futur e ,  n o t· o f  ye ars , but 
o f  a g es ,  knowin g th at my l ab o urs ar e f o r  th e b en e fi t  o f  a l and v ery 
f ar o ff ,  and a f t er gr e a t  l en gt h  o f  t im e  is past�" 

Th e far o f f l and Lord Bacon r e f eir e d  t o  i n  the Cyph er S t o r y  is o f  
c ours e Am eri c a .  His ho p el es s ,  bl e ak futur e i n  England h e  r e ad o nly to o 
w ell ; h e  also s aw that c o ming r ac e  o f  fr e e- think e rs across th e wat e rs .  
I t  was four Am eri c ans wh o ,  abov e all·o t hers i n  the 19th C en tury , f o ugh t  
t h e  g o o d  fi ght to cl e ar B ac o n ' s  nam e ,  D eli a B a c on , I gnatius Donn elly, 
Dr . Orvill e  w. Owen and Eli zab eth W ells Gall u p . 

Until B a c on's publi c c ar e er wa s s a cr ifi c ed o n  th e altar o f  Ki ng 
j ames ' n e c essi t y ,  th e gr e a t  philoso ph e r -po e t  l o v ed En gland. In wri t ing 
and drama ti z i n g  th e hi s t o ry of En gli sh kin gs Bacon had t o  b e  fa c tu al 
and s om e  o f  thos e fac t s  wer e that_En gli sh·ki ngs wer e some ti me s  m urd er ed 
o r  o t h erwis e d epos ed. To Qu e en Eli z ab et h , ev er hys t e ri c al ly f ear fu l  o f  
h er li f e  and thr�n e ,  such drama t i z ati o ns wer e t r eason o u s. Th e d e posi­
tion of Ri c h ar d  II mi ght gi v e  some of her mor e r eb elli o us sub j e c ts an 
i d e a  o f  d e p osi n g  o f  h er !  Thi s sh e alway s f e ar e d  o f  h er s o n , Francis 
Bacon , from th e ti m e  h e  a c hi e v e d  manh o o d1 tho ugh i t  was h er s e c o nd 
son , Ro b er t  D ev e r e aux , wh o a c�ually a t t em pt ed i t . Fr an cis was o r d er ed 
n ev er to l e ave Engl and , o n  pai n of d e athc . . S h e  k e p t  him clos e by h er , 
smo th erin g  him wi t h  h e r  o v erw e ening s el fishn ess ; th o u gh she n ev er suc­
c e ed ed i n  ·drawin g him i n t o  h er ro yal · whi rlpool of d e pr avity as s

.
h e  did 

R o b ert • 

. Fr ancis ' mi nd was c o ntinually b urstin g wi t h  c r e at i v e  a c tivi t y. 
H e  h ad t o  fin d so m e o n e  t o  auth o r  t h e  pl ays · flowi ng from his f er til e 
p en . Th e illi t er at e  a c t o r , Will S haxb urr e ,  was willi n g  t o . risk i t , for 
h al f  the pro fi ts o f  t h e play s ,  and th e plays mad e  mon ey1 Eno u gh th at 
Shaxburr e even tually r et i r ed t o  S t r a t fo r d-o n-Avon a w e al thy man . P h o n­
e ti c ally Shaxbur r e  s o un d ed clos e eno ugh t o  Shak es p e ar e t o  sui t Ba c o nYs 
purp os e .  1vill di dn9t finali z e t he sp ell i n g  o f  his name until a f t er i t  
was at tached t o  t h e  play s. Th en i t  was s pell ed Shak�pe� e i n  his wi ll 
and thr e e or four o th er l e gal d o c um ent s whi c h  b e ar his wr i t t e n  naM e  -­

wri tt en by l al>T cl erks f o r  S h axburr e  c ouldn Y t  1�ri t e .  T o  b uy his c o m pli ­
city Ba c o n  also had to pr omis e hire a c o a t  o f  arms . This t h e  ac t o r  r e­
c ei v e d  in 1599 , t o  th e gr e a t  amus ement o f  B a c on and his fri e nd s  i n  
Lon d o n .  
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. l{ e s ai d  ther e w er e twQ Cyph ers i n  every�hi� g B a c o n  wro t e . Mr s .  
Gallup c l ai m s  tha t a t  l e a st six h ave b e en d�·scot er e� ;  9ut · t h e  two most. 
import ant ar e t h e  W o r d  Cyph e r  and th e Bi-li t er al .  In · commi t ting d et ai ls 
o f  his pri vat e li f e  t o  his pub lish e d  wo rks Baco� .a�sumed th at th e Bi ­
li t er al Cyph er wo uld b e  dis c ov er e d  fir st •. . r·o · make sur e o f  this h e  
c au s ed t o  b e  pub lish e d  i n  16 23 a d e t ai l ed.d ea�rip t i o n· o f  t h� B�-li t er a l  
Cyph er h e  was u si n g . Als o , by 16 23 , as no o n e  had a pp�r�ntly su sp e c t ed 
th e hi dd en mat erial i n  his �orks ,  h e  b eg an t o  f ear tha t �� o� e ever 
would l S o , th e Bi-li t er al i s  d e s c ri b ed i n  de t ai� i n  th e La tin v er si o n  
o f  " D e A ugme ntis S ciE.nti arum" . B a c o n  t h o u gh t  that o n c e th e ·wond er i n g  
crypt o gr aph er c r a c� ed t his c o d e  th e exist eri� e· o f  t h e  W o r d  Cyph er i n  
th e plays arid o th er wri t in gs w�uld a l s o  b e  dis c o v e r ed . But i t  di d n ' t  
work o ut th at � ay .  

· A D et r o i t d o c t o r , Orvi l l e  w. Owen , th� o u gh g en iu s ,  intui ti on , o r  
b o th ,  dis co ver e d  t h e  W�r d  Cyph er . P er ha ps Owe n . �as. a r ei n c arna t i o n  o f  
o n e  o f  Dac o n 's num er o us s e c r et ari es , and thus · was only r evivi ng m em o ri es 
o f  t h e pr evi o us wo rk . T his was i n  t h e 1880 s ,  a f t e r  D r .  Owen h ad b e en 
a stud ent o f  Eli z ab e th an l i t e r a tur e f o r  years . · 

. . 
Th e r eadi n g  o f  th� W o r d  Cyph er r e quir e d  t h a t  the pa g es o f  th e 

Fir s t  Foli o Edi ti o n  o f  Shak e s p eaE e b e  c ut fro m  th� bi ndi n g  and pas t ed 
o n  a th o usand - f o o t  stri p o f  canv:as . This . was t h en wo und u p  o n  two 
drum s ,  c onv e ni ently mount e d  o·h a fr ame and o·p e r·a t e d  wi th · hand crank s ; 
s o  t h e  cryp t o gr apher co u l d  wi nd th e t hi n g  b a c� and fo r th ,  pi c king u p  
t h e  t hr ead o f  S i r  Fr anc is ' s  s t o r y ,  l o oki n g  f o r  a n d  gui d ed by t h e  k ey 
wo rd s given i n  L o r d  VerulamJs L�t t er t o  t h e  D e ci ph er er: 

Lo ndo n ,  16 23 

My D e ar Sir : 

" Thu s le ani n g  o n  �in e �lbow I b e gi n  t h e  l e � t er 
s c a t t�r e d  w�� er thai t h e  �ky and ear th ; 

And y e t  th e s p a ci o u s  b r e adth · o f  thi s div1 si o n ,  
A s  i t  spr ead s �ound in �h e wi d e s t  c i r cl es ,  
Admi t s  t h e  min gling o f  th� f�ur gr e a t  �uid e s  w e  u s e ,  
S o  t h a t  w e  hav e n o  n e¢d o f, any mi nut e rul e  
T o  mak e t h e·Qp e niri g

. 
o f  o�r d evi c e  . 

App e ar a s  p lai nly· tQ y�u a s  t h e · s un . . But , si r ,  a t  th e same tim e ,  th er e is no ori fr ex · 
F o r  a poin t as sub t l e  a s  Ari a c hn e 's b rok en woo f 

. . T� ent er , i� i t s  �ho l e  �ulk o r  sub s t an� e ,  u�l e�s y o u have 
V o u�d �ut t h e  gui d e s  of all 6ur shi ft s  apd chan g ea .  
And if iou gi v e  way . 9r. h�d g e  a si d e  

· · 
Fr o��ihe di r e c t  forthri gh t , . 
�i k e  t o  an e�ter ed ti d e . · th ey a l l  ru s� by 
�nd I e av� yo u hind�rm� st • • •  

w e· hav e m arlt ed o u t  a -plari i n  thi s e pi s t l e  
T o. c ommuni c a te t o  y o u  how o ur gr ea t c i pher c u es c ombi n e ; 
And we b e s e e ch . . you ask ri f . u s  
lYhat qu e s ti�n s yo u may cho o s e .  • • n 
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Th en i n  :t h e  " L e t t er to th e  D e c i ph er e r "  Si r F r an c i s�. wri t e s  down tP, e 
qu e s t ion·s th e puz zl.ed d e c i ph er er wo uld a sk ,  and a n swer s · th em! 

" • • •  ·Th e fi r st q u e s t io n  i s , t he r e fo r e ,  
W h a t  simpl e pla i n  ru l e  i s  t h e r e to t ea ch m e  
Th e way t o  s hi ft ? 11 

. . . . . � 

"T ak e Y .our k ni f e and c u t  all our book s asund er# 
And s e t th e l e av e s o_n a gr e at firm wh e e l 
Whi ch roll s and roll s ,  a n d  turni n g t h e  
Fi c kl e  rol l i n g wh e e l ,  th row your ey e s  u pon F ORTUN E ,  

t h a t . godd e s s  b lin d , th at s t and s u po n  
A s ph er i c a l s to n e ,  th a t  tur ni n g  and i n con s tan t rol l s  
I n  r e s tl e s s  v ar i a t io n. M ake h er t h e  pri m e  mov er ; 
Sh e i s  ou r fi r s t guid e. • • 

· 

I t  i s  n ec e s s ar y ,  s i r , to fi n d  th r e e  mor e . "  

"Wh at ar e t h ey ,  si r ?" 

" For tun e m a k e s  n a tur e ' s n a t ur a l  t h e c ut t e r  o f f  
O f n a tur e ' s  wi t ;  an d s o  h a v e  w e . 
For you ,  _ p e r ad v e n t ur e ,  wor k  n ei th e r by n a t ur e nor for t un e. 
Ar e your . n a tur a l  wi t s  too d u l l  . to r e a son ? "  

" You mo c k  m e ,  my lor d . " . 

" In d e e d i s  n a tur e too har d  for you? Why th e n ,  w e  
l'li l l  s p e ak i t  e 

On e to u c h  o f  n atur e m ak es th e whol e wo rld k i n . 
Our s e cond gui d e  i s  th e L at i n  word N ATUS • • •  
Follow fortu n e  a s  a l e ad er , and na t ur e  and h e r  r ad i c al s 
A s  a gui d e , �and i f  yo u look sharply and a t t e ntively 
I t  i s  c er t ain you s h a ll se e th a t  now and then 
For tun e an d .. n a t ur e ar e at fau l t; and th en we mak e 
H ON O U R  and REP U T ATI ON 
Th e two word s to gui de you tow ard t he· e n.Q. .  
So now th e gat e s  ar e o·p e., n.o,., prov e F ORTUNE ,  
N ATURE , H ON OUR and REPUTATI ON. :t�i d e n·s th em� 
An d so w e  l e av e  you to your wan d e ri ng lot ,  . 
lli shi n g  you good luc k to .your wand ering foo t s t ep s." 

Onc e th e s e  k ey s  o r  guid e s  w er e m a s t er ed i t  wa s a comp ar a tiv e ly 
si mpl e  mat t e r  to t r ain com pet ent p er so n s  to r e ad ou t t h e  1vord Cyph er 
S tory S i r  Fr anci s B a co n, Vi·scount St� Alb an s h a d  enf·o l d e d i n  hi s vol­
umino u s  'tvr i ting s .  For t hi s c yph er o n e  d i d  not . . hav e to . b e  a C'rypto gra ph e r  
As h e  wro t e  i n  t h e C y pher S tory i n  Novum Or ganum , " •  • •  any r e a d e r  
o f  mod er a t e  s a g a c i ty and i nt el l i g e nc e  shoul d  s e e  ou r mann e r  o f  wri t i n g  
thi s hi s to r y  a a  i t  a c tu a lly a n d  r e ally i s  • •  ., " 

I n  t h e  i n t ro du c t io n  to Volum e II o f  Fran c i s B a co�i s Wor d  Cyph e r  
S tory, Dr . Ow e n  giv e s  an exampl e of how t h e  s tory� b ui ld s u p  i nto a n  
i nt e l l i g en t  hi s to r y  wi th sin gl e lin e s  from B a co ni s  wid ely s c a t t er ed 
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volum e s. H er e  ar e s o m e  o f  th e lin e s, . and· t h ei r· s o ur c es, whic h d e scri b e  
the inva si on o f  tha t  mi gh ty S pani �h fl e e t, th e Armad a: 

T o  thi s glad s om e d ay o f  m er riment 
F ai r. blows th e gal e 
From t h e  S ou th fur r owed N e pt un e.' �  s e a s. 
N o r th e as t  as far as th e fro z e n Rhi n e  

(Fa e ri e Qu e en) 
(l1arl ow) 

(Gr e en e) . 
(P e el e) · . 

(Fa eri e Que e n) 
Th e bri ght s un t he r e o n  hi s b e am s d o th b e a t  
A s  i f  h e  nough t  b ut p e ac e and pl e a sur e  � e ant 
A s o li d  mas s o f  go ld 
A s  a mi rr o r  g la ss th e sur fa c e of th e wa t er 
R e f l e c t e d  i n . my si gh t  a s do th � c r y s t al mi r r o r  

(An a tomy o f  M el ancho ly) 
(B ac on) .. 

i n  th e su n .  (P e el e) 

And l a t er th e l'l o r d  Cyph er d e s c r i b e s  t h e  t erri b l e s t o rm whi ch c am e  
t o  Engl and ' s  ai d a s  th e Bri t o ns · watch ed fr om th e c li f f s  o f  D ov e r. 

Sinc e I w a s  a man . such sh e e ts o f  fir e such bur s ts of 
h o r�id thund�r such gro an s  o f  r o ari ng wi nd and 

. r ai n  I n ev e r  r em em b er to hav e  h e ar d . 
W o e t o  th e s a i l o r  t h a t  i n  c o l d  and qua ki n g  ti d es and 

whi � t lin g wind s th e bi t t er b r o i l  and b e a ti n g  b l ow 
o f  bi l l ow s  hi gh d o th bi d e  

Th e t own i s  empty o n  t h e  br ow o '  t h e  s e a s t and 
r anks of peo p l e 

From hi gher gro und ju t ti n g  out int o the s ea 
O n e  man b e ck o n e d to th e r es t  b elow b owi n g  his 

h ead a gains t  t h e s t e e py m o unt 
l·lha t  fr om th e cape c an yo u dis c er n  a t  s e a? . 
No t hi n g  at all i t  is a hi gh wr o u ght fl o o d  I c anno t 

th e h eav en and th e mai n e  d es cry a s ai l e1 
But h ar k ; a s ai l e! a sai l e! a s ai l e1 
T owar ds th e s e a tur ni ng my tro ub l e d  eyes I s aw 
A pi nnac e o f  fiv e  hun dr ed t o ns 

t o s s ed i n  tr o ub l o u s  s e as who m e  ra gin g  ldnds 
thr e atenin g t o  mak e th e pr ey o f  th e r o ugh r o c ks. 

tl"'ix t 

( Ki n g  L ear) 

(P e e l e) 

(Oth e l l o) 
(Bac on) 

( Timo n) 

( O th ei l o) 
(O th e l l o) 
(Fa er� e  Que en) 
( Gr e en e) 

_(Fa eri e Qu e e�) 

Thus you s e e  h ow the ing e ni o us Bac o n, dr awi n g  o n  lin es fr om the 
many b o o ks o f  hi s wri ti n gs und e r  o th er nam es ,  t o ld his own s t o r y. 

But crypt o gr a phy i s  ano t h er thing and r e quir es spe ci a l  t al en t s. 
Th es e  th e sch o o l t e ach er , E li z ab e th W�lls Gal l u p;-had. S h e  wa s o n e · o f  
Dr . Ow en's e ar ly assi s tants i n  tran s cr i bin g th e Wor d  Cyph er • . I t  w as 
whi l �  e n ga g e d  in ·thi s �o rk t�a t sh e. f et l  und e r . th e s p e ll o f  t h e  Gr e a t  
Chanc ellor '"'h o ,  fo ur hundr e d· y e ars. e ar li e r, h ad " lo o k ed t o  a far o f f 
l andn for the r eco gni ti o n  and h o n o r  d eni ed him i n  England. 

One o f  Bacon 9 s w ork s th a t  cam e t o  E li z ab e th' s a t t en t·ion lvhi l e  
c om pi li n g  th e �vo rd Cyphe r · wa s. 11 D e  Augm en ti s". H er e  B a c on gav e a v. ery 

' ful l ex planat i o n  of the Bi -li t er al Cyph er . In r e adi ng i t  o v er Hrs. 
�allup b e gan t o  s us p ec t  thatu this was mor e  than a mer e tr e a tis e o n  th e 
sub j e c t .  Sh e f e l t  th a t  t� e � as t er w as tryin g  t o  di r ec t  t h e  r�a d e r ' s  
a t t enti on t o  bi-li t eral cyph e r  · ma t eri al i n  t h e Shak es.pe ar e pla:-.f.S and 
in o th er E li z ab e th an li t er a tur e o f  th e ti m et 
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aThis Bi-litera..l Cipher is found .in the Italic letters that.appear 
in such unusual and· unexplained prodigality· in the original edl-tions of 
Bacon's w_ork�," Mrs. Gallup writes. 11Students of t�ese old editions have 
be.en impressed· With the extraordinary number or'· words�· and 
often non-important, printed in Ital�cs,. wltere no of con­
struction would require their use. · Th:�re has bee·n no .reasonable explan­
ation of this until now it is found ·;:th�� :t��y ··�re so used for the pur­
poses ()f ·-t.his· Cipher. These. let.ters. ·az:-e ·seen to be in. two form's -- two 
fo)lts :of ;type . . �-- with marked diffe.re.nces. In the· Capitals the_se, are 
eisily.discerned, but·the dist�qguishing fe,ture$ in tbe · small l�tters, 
from age of the books, . blot$ an,d ,pQOr printings,. have b,een mor� diffi .. 
cult to classify� and close ex?:mination and study have·been·required to 
separate a{l_d sketch . out t4e variatiop.s, and educa�e the eye to distin-
gui-sh thell\··" · - · · · · 

Urs. Gallup held the traditional. viewpoint regarding Baco� and 
Shakespeare. You can i�ag:l.n� her aatoQ.ishment in discovering_the �can­
dalous behavior of Elizabeth and Leice$ter.iri hiding the birth of their 
son, Fraricisi and how, �ecause Qf Elizabeth's refusal to r��ogniz�.him� 
the genius of English philo�ophy and. letter·s had_ to hide much of .his 
output u�der_masks or names�· �evertheless, she pushed ahead _with t�e 
cryptography and learned, among o�her things, that Bac�n expecte� the 
Bi-literal Cypher to be discovered first. · 

. . 
She· ·ob-serves that the "r.emar.kabte similarity in the dra�atic · 

writings: .a.ttributed to Greene, Peele, Harlowe �nd SJlakespeare has ... 
attracted much attention, and.the biog�aphers of each�have claimed t�at 
both style and subjec.t-ma�.ter have been imitated, if not appropriated, 
by the- others. The practfcal explanation lfes ip. the fact tha� o�e . 
hand wrot-e ·them all." 

- · 

In. the .S�akespearean p1a·y, "Two Gentlemen of VerQna", the .Cypher 
story r·eveals this comment from Ba-con: "I varied my stile 'to. sui:t .. 
qifferel).t men, since no two shew· the ·s_ame tas·t·e and �inagina.Uon ... .,· . • 

l1hen I have assumed me·n' s names th' next step is to ·create for each a 
stile �atu.rall to the man that yet should let my owne bee .$eene, .. -as a 
thr'id .o.f �warp�, in !JY ·entire fabri_cke�" . · -

· · · · · 

Then l.frs .. Gallup qU.Qtes. a,t. length from va�ious Sbakes_pearean au­
thorities, sho�ing their pu.zzlem�nt in .·trying tQ_ separ'ate ··.the sty�es .. 
of ·11.0:reenen, "Peel�n, "'F'f£trlowen ,..··�"Shakespeare"; all c}f·'·co-qrs� !'rom the 
fa�{le pen'ot F�ancis Bac9n. A �uotation from the:j�holarly pen of· · 

George Brandes wili i�lustrat� t�is po�pt. .. . . . 

"Though there are-doubtless in the older plays portions unworthy 
of and more·like the h�nd�work of Greene, while others 

suggest. Marlo11e� 'both . iri · matt.e�, style and versification, there 
are. a:J.so .. passages .in �hem which cannot pe ·anyone· el.se than Shake$peare. 
And·while most-of the alterations· and additions which are fQund in· the 
se�9ri� �nd third-.p�rts of Hen�y VI bear �be mark of unmistakabl� su�­
erioz:-ity, and are Shakespearian in spi�it.no less than in s�yle a�d. 
versification, there are at the same time otlters which are - decidedly 
un-Shakespearian and can almost certainly be attributed to Marlowe. 
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H e  mu s t ,  th en, - h ave ·col l ab o ra t ed wi th Sh ak e s p e ar e i n · t h e a d a p t a ti o n, 
unl e s s we s u ppo s e  thi s h i s o r i gin al t ext wa s.ca r el e$�y pri nt ed i n  th e 
e arli e r  quar t o s ,  and th at i t  h er e  r ea p p e ar s ,  i n  t h e Shake s p e ari an H enry 
V I; co r r ec t ed and c o mp l e t e d  in acc o rd anc e wi t h  hi s m anu scri pt. " 

Th e cri tic Brand e s  c o n fi rm s wh at th e Cyph er s t o r y  t e ll s, that, 
B ac o n  t o o k  hi s e ar ly play s ,  wri t t en t o  amu s e  hims e l f  and hi s fri e nd s 
at Gray ' s  Inn and t o  m ak e m o ney, and ruth l e s s ly.�lt e r e d  th em, adding 
wha t ev e r  wo r d s  and phr a s e s  n e ed ed to t e ll t h e  Cyph e r  s t o ry !  R e ad . o n. 

" O t h er addi t io n s  al so s e em o n ly t o  h av e  r e s tor e d  t h e o l d er f o rm 
o f  th e play s -- th o s e ,  t o  wit , which r e ally add no t hing n ew ,  but only 
elab o r at e ,  s ome t im e s  mor e _ copi o u s ly than i s  n ec e s s ary o r  t a s t e ful, a 
th o ught alr eady cl e ar ly i ndic a t ed . But t h e r e  i s  a�o th er c la s s  o f  
a ddi t i o n s  and al t er a ti o n s  wh ich s ur pr i s e s  u s  by b ei n g  unmi s t akab ly i n  
M ar l owe ' s  s t yl e  • .  I f  the s e  additi o n s ar e r� a lly b y  Shak e s pe ar e,. h e  
mu s t  have b e en u n d e r  the in flu enc e  o f  Mar l owe t o  a qui t e  ext r aordi n ary 
d e gr e e .  Swinbur n e  has p o in t e d  o ut how enti r e ly th e v er s e s  which· o.p en 
t h e  fo ur t h  act o f  t h e S ec o nd P ar t  ar e Mar lowe s qu e  i n  r hythm, ima gin a ti on 
and choic e o f  wo r d s ;  b ut charac t eri stic a s  ar e the s e  l i n e s -- t h ey ar e 
by no m e an s  t h e  o nly addi ti o n s  which s e em t o  point to H ar l ol� e . n 

T h e  Bi -li t er al C yph e r  S to ry i s  r e p eti ti v e  in that Lord B ac o n  r e p eat s 
agai n  and th e b a s ic fact s � f  hi s li f e  b ec au s e  h e  had no way o f  knowi n g  
whi ch o f  hi s wo r k s  w-:>uld b e  th e fi r st t o  yi e l d  i t s s ecr.e t s t o  the cryp­
t o gr ap h er ' s  pr o b in g  eye� Y e� th � st o ry had s om� c o ntinui ty o v er th e 
ye ar s b ecaus e i t  c arri ed o n  from o n e  publi sh ed work to anoth er, sorn � ­
t im e s  endi n g  i n  mi d - s ent enc e  at th e end o f  o n e  wo_r k , and taki ng up i n  
th e ne xt t h a t  h e  c au s e d  t o  b e  pri nt e d . Thi s i n  i"t s e l f  i s  o n e  o f  the 
b e st pr o o f s  of Mr s .  Gallup ' s  l abor o f  l o v e ; f o r  th e Cyph er Sto ry h a s  
c o nt inui t y  o f  tho u gh t  and pur pose i n  a li s t · o f  vo lum e s  s pannin g for ty-
six y e ar sJ · 

� 

I n  P art r o f  the Thi r d  Edi t i o n  o f  Mrs . Gallup ' s  "Bi - lit eral 
Cyph er of Fr anci s B aconi' , (Howar d Pub li shi n g  C o. , D et ro i t, Mich i gan a nd 
Gay and Bi r d, London, 1901) , h e r e  i s  the li s t  o f  wo r k s  from which the 
s t o ry wa s d eci ph e r ed� 

Sh epheard' s C a l end ar 
T h e  Ar aygn emen t o f  P afi� 
Th e Hi r r o ur o f  H o d e sti e 
P l an etomachi a 
A Tr e ati s e  of M el anch o ly 
Euph u e s-Mor and o  
P erim e d e s -P and o s t o  
S panish Masqu erade 

15 79 
1 5 84 
15 84 
1 5 8 5  
15 8 6  
15 8 7  
158 8 
15 89 

Ano nymou s 
G e o r g e  P e e l e  
R ob ert Gr e ene 
Rob e r t  Gr e en e  
T. Bri ght 
R ob e r t  Gr e en e  
R o b er t  Gr e en e  
Ro b er t  Gr e en e  

Th e 1 5 7 9  edi t i o n  o f  " S h epheard ' s  C a l end arn cam e  o ut t h e  y ear 
young B ac o n  r etur n e d  fr o m  Fr anc e  and con t ai n s  a d edic ati on b y  E. K. 
Th e si gni fic anc e o f  E . K .  i s  e xp l ain e d  i n  th e o p enin g s ent enc e s  o f  th e 
Bi - li t er al C yph er S t o ry i n  it: nE.K. wi l b e e  fo und t o  b e  nothi n g  l e s s  
th en th ' l e tt er s si gni fyi n g  th 9

.
fu t':r e  s o v ' r ai gn e or �n.g_! and_!� �g. 

T h e  pr e s ent Qu e en e ,  pur ely s e l f1 sh 1n all th at d o th i n  a s o r t e mak e 
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pr o p er, th o" tar di e r ec o gni tion of that tru e ·pr er o ga ti v e  o f  r o i a l e  
b loud; d o th mos ·t. bo l d ly · an d c o  9 s t a  'tly oppo s e  with h ' r  ar gum.�nt s . th e 
puny e ff o r t  o f  our c au s e  whi ch · h at h  mo s t"di s prov ed a bi li ty � o  u phold our 
true and ri ght ful (but a t  th e · pr es ent t i m e. v ery lit.tJ. e se en e ox:- on� ly 
par t li� gh e s t) c l aym e t o  r o i all pow'r . In event o '  d ea th o f  h e r  MA.-� 
wh o b o r e  in h o nour ab l e  ·w e d l o ck e R o b e r t,· now ·known · as W' al t er � ev ert! aux, 
a s  w el as him·who now· s p e ak e th to th e y e t·unknow n · ai dant di s cyph e r e� 
th at_ �i l-�p e� th e dcir e s  o f  th e s� pu l c h e r  �o b r e ak in sund er th e . bond s 
and - cerement s o f  a rnarvai l l o u' s his t o ri e , . -- w e:- t h e  e l d e s t b o r n, sho�ld, · '' 
by t h e  �ivi n e  ri gh t o f  a l aw e  o f  Go d m ad e  bindi n g  o n  man, i nh eri t 
s c e p t �r and th�o nt .n· · 

Hr.s. Gat lup c o nJ e c t ure s th at t h ere i s; a go-od. p o s sibi li ty - Franci s 
mad e u s e  of th e b i li t er al cypher in even e arli er worka · fr om ·hi s hand, . 
whi l e  i.n Fr� anc e ; bu t t h e  15 79 edi'ti.o n  ·o f  "She ph e ar d' s  C al end ar"-, frotn 
whi ch th e a:b ove· ·w a s  t ak e n, wa s· a s . f ar b a c k  a s  ·sh e· .· c o ul d  go_. .· · ,Vh e-th e r  
any ·a t t.emp.t .. l_i a s  b een ma� e  t o  ·· fur t h er · h er · pi o n e ering e f fo r t i n  t h e  sixty 
ye ���- 4in� � th en� d o  no t kn o�. d�r-wri�k ··nd ·t h at 6t D r� Owen wer e s u f­-fi ci ent . to  giv e an; amat eur 'hi s tori an '_p l·:en ty " to'• ·go o n, a s  you ' 11 s e e  i n  
th e  f o l lo.wi�-g .I> ag e.·s .  · - · · 

T h e  on e, .. g.r e at unan sw er e d que s ti o n  i n  t h e B a c o ninn H er e sy i s  th e 
h an d-wri t t en _manu s cri pt s o f  th e p l ay s  o f  Shak e s pe ar e .  ·Di s cov ery and 
i<len ti fi .c ati _o n· o f  th e s e · sho u-l d  ·s·e t tle th e qu e stion · onc e and :tor all • . · .  

Th e B�_�l.i t er al C ypher · s tory $ e enled "to ind·ic ate thll.' t · th e s e  had. been d e­
po�i t- e� ·wi thi n  t'h'e mo num ent s o f  s om e  o f  B ac o n' s . s ec r e tarie s, p er ha: p· s in 
th e 1f al ls of hi s o l d  h o·m e s t e ad · a t  Gorhambury, and i 'n  · ·c anonbU:ry . T ower . in 
Londo� . I su� p e c t  th e maqu s cri p ts ar e · i� th e ·s a fe-k e� pin g o f.t ert ai n: 
m emb er s . . o f  the ··R o si cruci an br o th erho o d, o f wh om Bac o n  hi-m s el f  wa s a 
l� acii n g  Li gh·t b ack i n. t h e  16th C. entury, and s ti l l· i s  tod ay ·i n s o m e  hi gh er 
r e alm� -. Tho s e  manu s cr i p t s  wi l l  b e  " disc·overed11, whe n  th e tim e i s  rip e · · 
for hi s nam e  to b e  c l e ar ed, and f o r  hi s f ame t o  b e  s pr ead a c r o s s  th e 
l� e s t er n  w�r ld .. 

' .  

_. ... 
, 

. . . · 
t 

, ' 
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BACON 

. 

"The Princ e  o f  W al e s" 

iti f yo u c an l o o k  i n t o  . t h e  s e ed s  · o f tim e 
And s ay which grain wi ll grow and 

which will no t • • •  " M acb e th . 

Jitwa s · a c o ld, blu s t er y  d ay· lat e in j anuary . Th � r aw wi nd b an g e d­
agai n s t  t h e  l e ad ed g l a s s, r at t lin g a l o o s e  pan e b enE and th e r e, 

. lo o k i ng in v ain f o r  an ent r anc e .  Th er e wa s a hurryin g and a· 
scurryi n g  a t  Wind s o r  P al ac e . In sid e th e Qu e en- ' s  privat e a partment s, 
an ant e-r o om and a r oyal b e dchamb er, a mai d c arri e d  a b a si n  and li n en s 
t o  th e r oyal b e d, f o r  a r o yal bir th . 

But s tr an g el y  t h e  ci ty wa s qui et round about . No r oyal trum p e t er 
s t o o d  r e ady t o  p e al f o r th t h e  g l ad t i d i n g s. N o  s exto n ' s  h and wa s poi s ed 
b el l  r o p e cl o s e by, t o  ri n g  o ut t h e  j oyo us n ew s . Th e city, fo r London, 
wa s qui e t . 

B ec au s e  Eli z ab eth, in t h e  ei ghth mon th o f  h e r  pr e gn ancy ,  s t ill 
r e fu s ed t o  p�ocl aim.hers e� f a woman w e dd ed .  C l ev er ly gown e d  she moved 
all un su s p e.ct e d  amon g  h e r  l adi e s, c our ti er s, for ei gn princ e s  and amba s­
s a·dor s o f  th e C our t .  Th e Lor d s o f  th e Privy C ouncil wer e i gn o r an t  o f  
th e fac t; all, that i s, b u t  R o b er t  D ud l e y .  

And L ady . Ann e, wi f e  o f  S i r  Nichol� s .B ap�n, Lo�d K ee p er o f  t h e  S eal ,  
h er s elf·h e avy wi th child, sh e knew ; and h er e  � n  t h� pri v acy � f  th e 
Que en 9 s b e d chamb e r  sh e s t o u t ly h a d  pro.te s te d  a g ain s t  such s t r an ge, i n­
scru t ab l e  b ehavi or . 

"A mal e h e;ir i s  h e l d  in gr e at e st h o n o r , . ·  and p�inc e s  o f  our b l o o d  
r o yal mi ght h o l d r ank amon g ki n g s  o f  hi gh e s t st a t i o n, "  ur g e d  Lady Ann e. 
11I pr ay yo u, mo s t  b elov ed an d h o no r ed Qu e en, do not c a s t  any c lo ud o f  
s u s pici on upon your f air nam e, for qu e s t i o� s may b e  a sk e d  conc ernin g  
yo ur gro ssn e ss, i f  t h e  t o n gu e s h av e  no t er e thi s rud ely wag g e d � "  

Wr ath unb o und bur s t  li k e  a s t o rm .  Elizab eth r ai l e d until s p en t .  

"Thou c· an s t, d e ar l ady , a.s.sur e m e  o f  a s o n ? "  s h e  s n e e r ed . " I t  i s, m e s e em s, b eyond your pow e r  o f  divini ng t o  s ay, 'Lo ' ti s  a b oy ' . "  
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" I  aM a s sured becau se I know the marks tha t  midwi v e s s ay show 
cl e arly b e fo r e  b i r th and c er t i fy ·th e sex, " sw e e t  Ann e  r e pli ed. " All 
wom en k e ep in som e s e c r e t  pl a c e l or e  o f  such a natur e .  Cannot I s peak 
of our hop e s ,  D e ar Sove r eign ,_ .rny_ s el f  h aving bor� a child of th e b es t  
s ex? And I am i n  you r  H a j e s tyi s own conlii � i�,n :even now!" 

But frui tl e s s  wer e L ady Ann e ' s  entrea ti e s  and prayer s .  To move 
the vain and strong mind of th e moth e r -t o -b e w a s  quit e impo ssibl e .  
Urg e d  again and a gain by Lady Anne to d ecl ar e her c ondi t ion .and sequ e s t er 
her s el f  i n  pr ep ar a ti o n  fo r a royal h ei r  so  enr ag ed th e Que en tha t  th e 
l aw s  which govern l a bor comp elled the ha s ty summon s to mi-dwi f e  �nd 
royal phy si ci an .  

To �any women , no gi f t  coul d  b e  so gr e at a s  thi s  -- a c hild o f  t h e  
pr e f err e d  sex ;  t o  a - s o vereign s o  gr�at a s  Eli z ab eth i t  w a s  no t !  Li t tle 
pri nc e s  ar e o f  all i n f an t s  ' p e culi arly f avor ed . Sh e who b o r e  Franci s 
Tudor, even ;in the hour o f  hi- s unwel com e d  c o ming ,  j anu ary 22, l 56 l , 
outraged every i n s t in c t  o f  a n a tu r al w om an . 

"Kill , kill ! n  shri eked thi s m ad d en e d  Qu e en i n  th e p a ng s  and p eril s 
o f  h er tr avail . " I\ill Z '' · · 

H er physici an , Hui c ,  _s o ugh t t o  qui e t  h er , thi nki ng sh e want e d  ri d ­
d anc e of suffering. 

In gr e a t  f e ar Lady Anne sai d ,  "God- give a safe delivery, my d early 
beloved sov e r ei gn ; it is now near th e end . Thi s· exc e e ding gr e at suffer­
i ng doth w ell for·youo C�rt�in-I �m, you� Grac e, itwill spon b e  t im e  
for joy. Surely· rej_oi cing d oth becom e u s  all . n  

But e v en i n  h e r  suffering the Queen f ell i nto fi e r c es t  ang er, 
al arming every one , and wh e n  her lvild rath subsid e d  lam en t s suc c e eded 
inv e c tiv e .  · _ Thorugh- curses di d com e from _her lip s no thi.ng ·s t ay e d  th e h o ur 
o f- birth th a t Heav�n �id foreknown. As the li t tl e  P rinc e o f  Wale s w a s 
h eld before -� e·r: eyes Elizab e th mad e  a h a s ty m o t ion a s· th ough sh e would 
push fr6� · h�r pr�senc� soro e b�at no on e own ed . 

Lady. Anne knew n ot which w ay to t\lrn, nor i n. wh a t  m an n er on e cl e a r  
r ay o f  rea·s on ·might ·:r e ach . Elizab eth v s· ·cloud e d  min d ·. I�9p:lng ·t·o. · eas e, th e 
good l adyPs dis tr·e ss , · H�ic s.po_ke� · · .. · · · 

nMay yo ur Grace now b e  r uled therein by l ov e gr e a t e r  though new e r  
th an th at due the E arl, yo ur n o ble husb and," he sai d- "Hap py the si re 
o f  a son lik e th e princ e, twi c e  b l es sed i s  the moth er from whom-that 
pri n c e - his li f e  deriv etho " 

1rStay� truly thy voi c e  is but i n  indi ff e rent accord wi th o ur s , "  re­
plied Eli zab e th in cold to ne s . 

H er illlpl acabl e will chilled Lady Ann e  to th e v ery soul . Desperately 
sh e tur n e d  h er thoughts t o  res cui n g  frcm death such an evil- f o r t un ed 
pri nc e . · Ev en as the QueenVs scorn, wrath and r aili ng p ert et r a t ed mo st . 
d e eply th at gen tl e breast, .t-h e  noble lady hl anc4ed not a whi t . T aking 
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T aking the littl e pri n c e without a mom ent's d e lay, l ittl e maid,Luc y  
fol lowi n g, Ann e bor e him t o  Lord Rob ert and obtai n ed from him a promi s e, 
duly c onf irm ed by oath, that h er right t o  the boy should not b e  qu e s-
tioned in hi s li f etime. 

· 

From th e · indi f f er ent Qu e e n ·.sh e· exact ed,· al·so an oath: "The. right s 
so gi v en shall r emai n for e v er unqu e stion ed,: .my own b e  forev er hi dden; 
su s p i c i on �f m arri ag e avoi d ed ,  e s p e cially until futur e ev e nt s shal l 
justi fy pro c l amation." 

··only thu s .did L ad� Ann e . Bacon ent ertain a hop e o f  pr e s erving th� 
li f e  of th e litt l e  pri n c e, emb�rra s sing both to the ambi tions o f  the 
Qu e en and to his f ath e r, ·Rob ert Dudl ey. Lit t l e  th en did the nob l e  l ady 
r·eckon th e c on sol ation o·f th e swe e t li ttl e  · pri n c e  wh en, days lat er, 
h er s e cond son ·by Sir Ni c hol a s  would com e  sti ll-born i nto th e world. 

But sh e mu st hurry. E v en now the Qu e en would hav e her l adi e s  
admi tt ed ·to a c c u s tom ed ac c e s s  t o  h er i n  the pri vy ch amb er. Luc y  
scurri e·d in with a li t t l e  pink box, ampl e for the Pri n c e o f  l\'al e. s and 

-hi s linen wr ap. Grav en figure s  on the lid admitt ed air.· Th ere on· 
Lady Ann e took l e av e of Her Maje sty, who ov ertly s how ed a mo st untim e ly 
moti on to mak e sport. 

iiFortun at e among st my wome n, I proph e sy th at you b e ar doub l e  joy 
to my Lord Ke e p er," jib ed the Que en. 

"Madam," r e·pli ed Lady Ann e, 11Th en mu st on e p erchan c e  f i nd another 
to bear hal f the lying-i n pan g·.s. n 

Straight aw ay Elizab eth, turnin g a disdainfu l  should er, put the 
l ady to no more p ain . Sh e and Lucy li k e  s ly conspirator s l e ft by d e­
viou s ways and hurri ed th eir pre ciou s b urde n  ho�e to Sir Ni cho�ast 
p l a c e, York Hous e on th� Strande 

Thr e e 4ay s l at er Lad� Ann e took him to St. Marti n ' s-i n-th e-Fi e ld, 
wh ere th e birt hs .o f  al l royal chi ldren ar e regi st ered, to have him 
b a pti z ed; but wh en the regi s:trar a sk ed th e i nfant ' s  nam e she stood 
ab a shed. 

·"Humph !" Impati ent, th e good. man wrot e,. "It. WC:\S ·brought. from the 
hom e o f  Sir Ni chol a s  Bacon�" And he e n t er�d the whi s p ered nfl,m e, Hr. 
Fran ciscu s B acon • . 

York House gav e littl e Fran cls pri vat e c hamb er . Non e  but Lady 
Ann e  and maid Luc y  k n ew of his simp l e  li f e  withi n Sir Ni chol a s Bacon's 
home. She guard ed him unti l a boy sti l l -born a s  wa s sai d ,  mad e 
natural pla c e  for th e royal chi ld. 

Thus wa s Francis Bac9n b orn i n  th e mid st of th e pulling and h aul­
.i ng of th e b u s i n e s s  o f  state; and h e  wa s to rem ai n. i n extri c ab ly bound 
up in it all hi s li f e; for a s  h e  gr ew on i n to manhood, by h er indomit­
abl e wil l- Eliz ab eth made him,. too, a tool of th e s t at e, submerged i n  
th e coi l s  o f  h er di p loma cy, at onc e th e most exa s p erating and th e _mo st 
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mos t  succes s ful i n  Europe 
of· succe s s! 

if i ndeed, len g�h of reign i s:a mea sure 

Not the lea s t  i ntere s ti n g  of the many c�lor�ul .chara�t�i s wi t h  
which Eli z abeth surrounded her sel f "�as the A s troioger, ·nr. john Dee. 
In later year s he wa s to h aye a profound i n fluence on th� occult si de 
of Francis· Bacon.f s  developme�t . Eli z a���h had .known Dr. D�e lon g  before 
she a scended the throne , and it wa s he whom. s he a sked. to set an auspi� 
ci ou s  d ay for her coronation , one whi ch-would portend a lon g and ha ppy 
rei gn . Dee set the date for january 14, 1559. The proof� i f  any i s  
admi s s ab le, wa s i n  Eli z a beth' s recor d s tay �n . the t hrone, 42 year s ! 

At the time of Franci s ·Baconts birt h  Dr . Dee wa s one of the fore­
most mathematici an s  i n  Europe,. H -e had already made a n ame for ·him sel f 
lecturing·in mathemati c s  at . the Uni ver si ty of Rhei m s  i n  France a,nd had 
turned down a profe s sor shi p in mat h at the Universi ty of Oxford . Appar­
ent ly he thought . that bu syi n g  himself " about one thi n g  and another at 
the fancy ·of .the Queen" more i ntere s ting and- le s s  routine than a dry 
profes sor shi p. Eli z abet h  kept her s o n  Franci s 11bu sy wi t h  one t hi n g  and 
another" at her C ourt so she could keep an eye on hi m .  Franci s eventual­
ly came to be known a s  the Father of Modern Science. It i s  no coinci ­
dence that one of th e foremo st scient i s t s of the d ay ,  Dr� john Dee, .. 
wa s movin g  in and out of court circle s  at the tim e Franci s wa s growin g  
up. 

In Eli z abeth' s time mathematic s wa s i nvested wi th an air of my s tery 
qui te dif feren t from that of the present d ay, and many·a·mathematician 
wa s of a reli gious or mystic turn. Dr . Dee wa s no excepti o n. In 1561 
he 'ttas put ting the finishi ng touches on, among oth er works, hi s "Mona s 
H ieroglyphica". Tha t  wa s an �lchemical work deali ng in the t heory of 
the Divine Spark in man, the nprimal Monadn, and d i f ferenti ating between 
t heifuort al and the immort al Adam''Q To get this an d oth�r of hi s work s 
published Dee asked for aqd received t he Queen' s permi s si on to cro s s 
the channel to Antwerp in 1562� There wa s a gr eat and active pres s 
there. Dee may have al so been s purr ed to leave En gl and by the re-enact­
ment of the Statute against Sor cery, revi ved a g ai n  from the d ay s  of 
Ki ng Henry VIII, and Dee w asn�t to retur n unti l 1564. · ·. 

Meanw·hi le, li ttle Francis enj oyed the sunni e s t  period of hi s sorrow­
l�den but :frui t ful lif� . The househo ld ot ·Elizabeth�s Lord Keep�r wa s 
a happy o ne, full of love ·an d  laughter. History say s  :tha t  Francis wa s 
the last of the ei ght chi ldren of Sir Ni chol a s  Bacon, six by hi s fi r s t  
wi fe, and Anthony, two year s old wh en Lady Anne s piri ted the lit t le, 
�ay-old prince· of Vales to her London home in a box� An thony lva s a good 
companion to his younger ''brother" al l through their even t ful li ves. 

In later year s the sweet lady told Franci s how he pl ayed among the 
d ai sies and the forget-me-not s on the green s lopes and leafy 1vood s of 
Gorhamb ur y ,  the srnall Bacon estate out s i de London . Such wer e Sir Nicho­
l a s' engine�ring abil ities that Gorhamburt wa s f amou s for h avi ng··running 
water in every ro�m, in those dayse · Li ttle Franci s al so p layed wi t h  
the mace a n d  seal s ;  tho se mighty symbol s of Sir Nichol as' of fice in the 
Queent s government . 

· 
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Elizabeth k e pt a sh arp eye on him ,  this little son o f  h er s ,  and 
quic kly show ed Lady Ann e th at h er promi s e s, like h er poli c i e s. o f  s tate, 
wer e  k ept only so long as it suit ed her purpo s e. ·Lady Ann e taught 
Fran c i s wis e  s aying s out of h er own wid e l e arning, and pretty c ompliment s 
al so, which h e  c ould p ay to his r e al moth er wh e n  sh e c ame on h er surpri s e  
vi sits. T h e  wa�vard and un predictable mon arch admoni s h ed S i r  Nichola s 
and Lady Anne to gi v e  him a royal upbringing; a s  though sh e entertain ed 
som e  remote po s sibility o f  making public a c knowledgement o f  �ran c i s' 
pal a c e  birth . That w a s n't to c ome until he wa s sixte en; and:th e n  it wa s 
forc ed from h er in viol e nt rage by th e wily young C e cil, who wa s to 
b e c ome Eli z abeth ' s  evil geniu s .  

* * * 
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CHAPTER· T\�0 

"The �oyal Lovers"· ') ... 

"Someone did. cry, 'Ayme! Ayme!' 
'Th1s, by his voice, should be my lord,' said she, 

And from the great chamber to the landing ran; •• " 
Bacon 

T�e eight months of Elizabeth's pregnancy were as eventful as any 
in her long reign, insofar as they revealed the contradictory char­
acter of the immoral monarch. 

Less than a year before, the Spanish ambassador, Feria, had report­
ed to his king, Phillip: "Lord Robert certainly spent New YearVs Eve 
with Eli�abeth in he1 .. private apartments." 

The blazing romance between Eli2abeth and her Master of Horse, 
Robert Dudley, was a matter of public knowledge --and scandal, too, 
because Mrs. Dudley, though conveniently remote from court, was still 
very much alive at Cumnor Hall near Abingdon. There wss speculation 
that Robert would divorce Amy; but in November, 1559 long before Eliza­
beth was pregnant with her first child by Robert Dudley, Feria could 
report in all seriousness to the King of Spain: "I have heard from a 
person who is accustomed to giving me veracious news that Lord Robert 
has sent to poison his "'w·ife.. Certainly all that the Queen will do with 
us in the matter of her marriage is only keeping the country engaged 
with words until this lvicked deed is consummated.21 

If any attempts to poison Amy were made at that time·or later they 
were unsuccessful.· Amy Robsart Dudley was alive in March, 1560 when 
the new ambassador, De Quadra, wrote to his King that nRobert is assum­
ing e·very day a more masterful part in affairs.," And· well he might for 
he ran no risk of shipwreck of his fortunes; being always under the fav­
oring aspect of the Queen9s good will he stood unmoved amidst the scorn 
and envy of the shrewdest courtiers. 

The feelings of the English people·at this time are neatly summed 
up by Waldman in his little masterpiece, "Elizabeth and Leicester": 
"Dismay, grief, anger,·fear, every emotion of which a shocked and cheat­
ed people were capable, swirled around her throne. Though it was not 
against her, sheltered by the almost·sacred reverence accorded Tudor 
majesty, that the fury chiefly raged, but against Robert. The world 
knew little of him yet, but that little was quite enough. His lineage 
obscure, his house founded upon corruption and twice dishonored within 
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livi n g  memo ry , him s e l f  a t r ai t o r  b u t  r e c e ntly r e s t o r ed ,  a par a si t e  u po n  
t h e  royal b o unty, an adv entur er wi t h  ev erythin g  t o  . t a k e  and no thi ng t o  
give -- th e v ery l a s t  sort o f  man i n  every r e s p e c t; wi t_h wh-om E�i.z .ab e th ' s 
sub j e c t s would h av e  c h o s en t o . h ave h e r  nam e  c ou pl ed . "  

T r u e  t o  h er c o n t r ary na tur e th e Qu e en flaunt ed h er l o v er i n  th e 
fac e o f  t� e C ourt . She h ad hi s quar t�r s chan g �d from th e ground flo o r  
o f  th e palac e t o  th e flo o r  b el ow h er s .  S h e  h � a p e d  hono r s u po n  him ,  
j ewel s ,  l and s ,  privi l e g e s  in t r ad e whi ch w er e a ri ch s o ur c e  o f  i n c o me , 
and c a sh t o  maintain him i n  th e s tyl e b e fi t ti n g  th e c o n s o r t  o f  a qu e en .  
Ev entu ally h e  wa s t o  b ec om e  an Ear l o f  t h e r ealm , th e Earl o f  L e i c e st er ; 
but b efor e that h e  had t o  pa s s  th e Tri al by Ord eal . Lor d  R o b er t  had t o  
pro v e  him s e l f  r e ady t o  s acri fi c e - him s e l t  �nd all h e  po s s e ss ed o n  th e 
al t ar o f  th e n e ed s o f  th e Stat e ,  and o f  the Qu e en . England wa s t h e  
Qu e en ,  and t h e  Qu e en wa s England f o r  fo r ty-two l o n g  y e ar s .  

As t h ei r  s o n , Franci s B a co n ,  t ell s i t  i n  hi s Cypher S to r y ,  t h e r e  
h ad h e en a marri age c er emo ny o f  s or t s  b etwe en Eli z ab eth a n d  Ro b er t � 
Thi s � o c curr ed whi l �  b o th w er e impri � o n ed i n  th e T ower o f  Lond o n  i n  Apr i l  
o r  May ,  1554 . T h e  pri s o n  chaplain who p er formed th e rit e di d s o  a t  
Ro b er t ' s  d a g g er p o i nt , and a l l  thr e e  kn ew t h a t  R o b ert wa s mar r i e d  t o  Amy 
R o b s ar t . 

Now, wi th Eli z ab eth o n  th e t hr o n e  and h o t  for a hu sb and ther e wa s 
s t i ll Amy . A shmo l e ,  i n  hi s " Anti qui ti e s  o f  B er k shi r e" , s e em s  t o  b e  
swayed by t h e  " almo s t  s ac r e d  r ev er enc e f o r  T ud o r  maj e s ty" i n  throwi n g  
the b l ame fo r Amy ' s  mur g er o n  R o b ert ' s  dri vi n g  amb i t i o n  f o r  Eli z ab e th ' s  
h and and th e thro n e . T h e  C yph er t el l s  a di f f er en t  s tory ! 

But i n  th e An ti qui ti e s  we r ead : " Ro b er t  Dudl ey ,  Earl o f - L ei c e s t er 
• • •  b eing a gr eat f av o ri t e  t o  Qu e en E li z ab e th • • •  i t  wa s c ommonly 
r e po r t e d  tha t had h e  b e en a b a ch el o r  o r  wi d ower th e Que en wo uld hav e 
mad e him her h u sband ; t o  thi s end , t o  fr e e  him s elf o f  a l l  o b stacl e s ,  h e  
command s • • •  ( hi s man ) S i r  Ri char d  V ar n ey tha t  h e  should fi r st a t t empt 
to poi s o n  h er , . and i f  that d i d  n o t  t ak e e f f e c t , t h en by any o th er way 
what s o ever to di s patch h er . Thi s it s e em s  wa s pro ved by th e r epo r t  o f  
Dr . l{al ter B ayly , s o me tim e  f e llow o f  N ew C o ll e g e ;  th en li vi n g  i n  Oxfor d ,  
an d pr o f e s so r  o f  physi c i n  t h a t  uni v e r s i ty ; whom ,  b e c au s e h e  wo uld no t 
c o n s ent t o  t ak e  aw-ay · h er · li f e · by poi s on ,  th e Earl end e avo·r ed t o . di s plac e _ 
him th e c our t • • •  " 

A s hmo l e ,  wri ting from a l at er tim e ,  i s  o n ly a hi s t o ri an ; but t h e  
n ew Spani sh amb a s s ad o r , d e  Qua dr a ,  in a Nov emb er , 155 9 di s pa t ch t o  P hi l­
l i p ,  wro t e :  '' that L o r d  Rob er t h a s  s en t  t o  p o i s o n  hi s wi f e . "  

And s o  th e s t al em a t e  b etwe en t h e  thr e e  continu ed o n  i n t o  th e early 
mo nth s o f  1560 . Amy pini n g  away for h er hu s b and a t  C umnor H all , and 
R o b er t  and Eli z ab eth c on t i nui n g  t h e i r  s c andalo u s  b ehavi o r  in L o nd o n .  

T h er e wer e affair s o f  s ta t e  t o  b e  r ec k o n ed wi th a l s o . Fr ench f o r c e s  
cr o s s ed o v er into S c o t l and and thr e a t en e d  th e s t ab i li ty o f  Eli z ab et h V s  
r e alm . In Mar ch sh e s ent a fo r c e a c r o s s  t h e  b o rd er t o  ally wi t h  th e 
S c o t ch pr o t e stant r eb el s  and thr ow t h e  i nvad er s o u t . Wh en Ki ng Phi llip 
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o f  S pai n thr eat en ed t o  u s e  t hi s a s  an exc u s e  for invadi n g  th e B��ti sh 
I s l e s ,  Eli z ab e th mo l li fi e d  him _ b y - o f f e rlng t o  rna�ry hi s - c o � s� n ,  . �h e 
Ar ch d uk e ,  an� __ qui e t � d  th e sc artd·a+ - a t  c o �r t. by ��vi n g  -�O b er t  c o �v ey th e 
prdpri �al t b  d e  Quadr i !  By jun� ih e �ll i e d  tQr c � s  h�d t �ken ' th e � S c o t c h  
c api t al .  . , · · · · · · 

. . . 

Al s o , . by jtin e ,  unb ekn own s t  · .t o  h er sub je c t s  _-Eli z ab eth 1�a s  wi th . 
chi ld by Lord Rob e r t ! H e  sho uld h·av e. f or e s e·en · .th e co n se qu e nc e s  o f  thi s ;  
but r e sting in th e l ovin g  c ar e  o f  H er Ma j e s ty, h e  tho u gh t  no d anger 
co �ld en su e  t o  him . 

A s  · s a c o n  t e l l s i t  i n  hi s Cy"pher S �o �y,. t h e  i n s.t a.nt H er Grac e awak­
eri ed unt o  the t ru th o f  h e r  c o ndi ti o n  th e i d e a  o f . h er evi l s ham e d et er ­
mi n e d  h er ; b ef o r e  th e w·o r l d  w a s  awa.r·e' sh e d e·cid ed . t o  f o r c e  Rob ert t o  
" c on s ent ·t o  r o b  th e swe et · you n g  ·Amy o f  h er mor t al li f e . "  

. . • ,  . . . 

Eli z ab e th had L o r d  �o b er t  summo.n e d  and l ed him t o  h er p�ivat e , 
cham·b er . · ' .Th e r e  sh·e r emind e d  him tha t  s h e  h a d  e v e r  b e.

e n  c o·n s
.
tant in ad­

vancing - him . Fr om a pri son e r  i n  th e T ower s h e  had . m ad e  ��m fir st L o rd 
Li eut en an t  and }fa s t er · o f  h er hor s e ,  a·n d  by d·e gr e e s  t o  th.e ino·s t  gl-o ri ou s  
s t a t e 'i n  th e who l e  ki n gd o m l 

" N oll, " s ai d  sh e ,  "My Lo rd , I cl aim yo ur h and , t h e  gi ft my due by -
p r omi s e for whi ch yo ur h o n o r  an d your fai th i s  pawn e d . And I d emand 
of you that y o u  shall run a c er t ai n · co ur s e ; a nd · i n . j u s ti c e  to m e ,  wi th . 
o s t en t a ti o n  o f  all s o rrow gi v e  fo r th that . yo ur wi f e  i s  si ck and · c anno t 
live ; -an d  g e t · o n e  o f· yo ur g ent l emen· t o  s end thi s y o un·g Amy t o  h er d ea th . "  

"Nadam ,  wh at do you m e an-? "  Rob er t  exc l aim e d . " Mu s t  I p er fo rm murd er 
upo n my wi f e ?  G o o d  Qu e en ,  thi s i s  b u t  fo o l ery o " 

11Wh o  am I ,  sir , th at you · t ea c h  m e ?  Y o u  wi l l  b e  t h e  s c ho o lma-s t er 
an d und er t ak e t h e  t e achin g  o f  m e , and thi nk I wi ll endur e i t � - Y o u  knav e ; 
you c o rn e  o f  n o t hi n g  and by Apo l l6 · t o  no thi n� y6 ti sh all now · r etu�n . I 
wi l l  mak e you b e g  at th e g at e s  l i k e  t h e  vi l e s t · b'e ggar i n  th e l and . "  

Dud l ey w ent down o n  hi s kn e e s  b e f o r e ' h er . 

" B end . . n o t  your s turdy kn e e s  "t<>' m e ;  n · · sh e · · .e�c alimed i n · di s.gti s :t •  
� Ari s e J .- Away� , away·; ·· away I · . T arry no t ·, I know yo u · l o v e · the woman and · 
wi ll no t pub li s h  i t  th at sh e i s  d e ad ti l l  I app e ar unto th e · wo rld a · . 
tru l l l Now I s e e  s h e  i s  your t r e a sur e ; sh e mu s t  h av e  a hu sb and vhi l e  
thi s chi l d  wi t�i n  my womb mu s t  puni sh e d  b e ; but b y  t h e  di shono� that 
I f e el , I 1�i ll kill you _ b o th • " - ' 

" Nol� by the wor l d ,  d ear l o v e , "  Rob e r t  p l e ad e d ,  " h e av en and fo r tun e 
b ar me . happy h o ur s ,  d ay yi e l d  m e  n o t thy li ght ,  no� ni ght t�y r e st ; i f  
wi th d e ar h ear t ' s  l ov e ,  immacu l a t e  · d ev o ti o n · · and h o ly thou ght s I t end e r  
not to t h e e ,  my b e aut e o u s  princ e ly Qu e en ,  th e advanc ement o f  o ur chi ld . "  

Eli z ab eth ' s  har sh vod c e - gr ew h ar sh er s ti ll . 

· "Vill ain , t ell me what s t at e ,  wh at di gnity ,  wh at ·honor c an st tho u 
d emi s e t o  an-� chi l d  o f  min e ?  Thou ar t mar k ed wi th a b l o t  and d amn ed 
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i n  th e b o o k  o f  h eav e n . I swe ar I ' l l  no t tru s t  him tha t  mo c k s  m e  o nc e .  
r · h av e  an eye o n  yo u .  I f  you l o v e  m e  h o ld n o t  o f f nor k e e p  p e a c e  b e­
tlY'e en e f f e c t  and hi t .  Y e t  d o  I f ear your . natur e i s  t o o  full o f  th e mi l k  
o f  human kindn e s s  t o  c a� c h  the n e ar e s t way . "  

· · 

"Mad am , " Rob er t  pr o t e st ed ,  " l  c ann o t h ea v e  my · h ear t· i n t o  my mo uth ! "  
R e adin g n o  si gn o f  pi ty i n  th a t  mar b l e  fac e h e · k new s o  w e l l , h e  turned 
away . "I und er s t an d  thy m e anin g , "  he said s l owly, rr_And by h er d ea t_h 
I wi l l  divor c e  m e  and s et :my s el :f  a t  li b e r ty . "  

Triumph twi t c h e d  th e c or n e r s o f  h er li p s . 

" I f  you wi l l  o b ey m e_ , "  she s ai d ,  11 I  wi l l  giv e  you t_h ank s in part 
f o r  your d e s e r t s ,  an d  wi t h  d e e d s r e quit e  your · g en t l en e s s . "  

" I  t r uly shall o b ey yo u , " R o b e r t ' s  eye s s ear ch e d  h e r s . for m e ani n g ,  
" An d  fo r y o ur p ar t ,  wi l l  y o u  c el ebrat e o ur ha p py nupt i a1? 11 

"Y e s ,  y e s ,  I s ay . " Th e woman ' s  eye s fl a �h ed .  

In s e t  t on e s h e  v ow e d , " T h en o n  th e i h s t an t  thi s vi l e  d e ed shal l 
wi th ski l l  b e  d o n e ; and Madam ,  h ow li k e  you th� s pr o c e e di n g ? "  

" S t o p z n  I t  "'"'a s  th e imperi a l  g e s tur e o f  t h e  Qu e en again . " I  t e ll 
t h e •  mak e s tr ai gh t  h er gr av e ,  but d o  no t t r o ub l e m e  wi th i t . j u st tak e 
h e ed th at sl and er s d o  n o t  li v e  i n  t h e t o n gu e s  o f  men a g ai n s t· m e . Now 
g e t  you g o n e  and t el l  my f o o l  P ac e  I wou l d  s p e ak wi t h  him . "- . 

Th e C o ur t  wa s r i f e  wi th rumo r s a b o ut th e Qu e en and D u d l ey dur i ng 
thi s summ er o f  1 5 6 0 ,  rumor s whi ch e ac h  c o ur ti e r  add ed t o  i n  hi s own 
way . R o b e r t  every d ay a s sum e d  a m o r e ma s t e rful ai r ab out hi s a ffair s ,  
hintin g tha t  ano ther y e ar would s e e  him i n  a " v ery di f f e r e n t  po si t i o n" . 
S ome s ai d  h e  wo uld divo r c e hi s wi f e ,  o th er s  that h e  wo uld have h er 
poi s o n ed . Eli z ab eth t o ld th e Duk e o f  No r fo lk sh e ' d b e  "�a�ri e d  er e six 
mo nth s ar e up . "  

And fo r ei gn amb a·s s aqo r s  at th e Tudor· c o ur t ,  pr e s si n g  t h e  sui t s o f  
vari o u s and s·undry c l ai man t s for E l� z ab et h ' s  hand , gav.e u p  and pr e par e d  
t o  r etur n home • . 

-

Th e a f f ai r s  o f  En glan d  went exc e edi ng w el l  at th e time . H er S ec r e­
t ary o f  S t a t e ,  C e ci� , br o u gh t  th e - Tr e a ty o f  E di nbur gh t o  a suc c e s s fu l  
c on c lu si o n  in t h a t  S c o t ch c i ty ,  j uly 1 4 th ; a n d  h e  hur ri e d  b ack t o  Lo ndo n  
wi th th e t o k en o f  th e fir s t  suc c e s s fu l  p eac e ever conc lud ed b etwe en t h e 
two warrin g n ati on s ,  S c o t l �nd and Englan d . Ri gh t fully, h e  exp e c t ed a l l  
th e h on o r s that a gr a t e ful • o v er ei gn c o uld b e s t ow .  I n s t e a d ,  Eli z ab e t h  l o o s ed a t o r r ent o f  abu s e  and b l ame whi c h  s en t  h i m  d a z ed a n d  b ewi l d er e d  fr om h er pr e s en c e . 

I t  wa s th e cri si s b e tw e en D ud l ey and th e Que en .  H er Maj e s ty wa s 
thr e e  month s pr e gnan t  in - Au gu s t ,  and Amy Rob s ar t  Dud l ey wa s s t i l l  a li v e t 
O n  Augu s t  1 3 th ,  Anni e D ow e , o f  Br e n two o d , w a s  hal e d  i n t o  c o ur t  and s en t  
t o  j ai l .  H er crtme? Go s si pin g  abo u t  t h a t  " th e  Qu e en wa s wi t h  chi l d  b y  
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. L o r d  R o b ert � "  

T h e  C o ur t mo v e d  .from H ampt o n  t o  Wi nd s o r · th e ,  l a s t  we e k - i n  Au gu s t , 
Ther e i t  w a s that Lady D ud l ey �6 n j o in e d t h e  triangl e by . an audi e nc e 
wi th th e Qu e en . A s  th e whi s p er e d  wo rd s pr ea d , all th e C o u r t  b o th men 
an "d  lv-omen i n  their b e s t  arr ay di d c om e , · a· s · to  a th e a t er t o · f e·a s t and .. 
spor t .  The un'ti e l c orne arr i v a l · o f  t h e  l o v e ly l ady d i d  por t e nd · t h e o v er­
throw of t h e  Q u e en ' s  f av o ri t e ; · o r  s o  t h ey h o p e d ,  as t h e b la c k - c l ad Amy 
wi th s t e p s  f ul l  sl ow d i d ' wend unt o  th e thr o ri e . T h er e  th e mi ghty Qu e en 
Eli z ab eth i n  r o ya l  r o b e s ,  h er h e ad u pr e arin g ,  proud and hi gh l o o k e d  
r o un d  wi th s t ern di s d ai n . 

Amy , ab a sh e d  t o  be h o l d  s o  many gaz e r s t h a t  di d s t ar e u p o n  h er ,  h e l d  
h er h and u po n  h e r  g ent l e  h e a� t a s  sh e walk e d  amon g s t th em a l l  and s t o o d  
b e fo r e  t h e  Qu e en . She gave a c om e ly c our t e sy .  

"We l c o me �  •i s tr � s s ,  may G o d  b l e s �  the e and t hi n �  f o r e v e r . Advan c e 
m o r e  n e ar . Wh at gr e at d e s pi gh t  d o e s f o r tun e t o  t h e e  b e ar , tha t thou 
thu s l owly ab a s e  t hy b e au t y  bri ght 1 n  

· 

"Hy Qu e en ,  Go d b l e s s  th e e  wi t h  l o n g  li f e , wi th h o n o
.
r and h e ar t  t s 

e a s e .  I am pr e s ent h er e t o  d e si r e my g ent l e  h u s b and hom e t o  r e c om f o r t  
m e  wi t h  hi s swe e t c o m p any . In h o no r  i t  d o th b eh o o v e  t h e e tha t rul e 
thi s l an d  and w e ar th e cr o�n o f  Eng l an d ,  t o  d ry t�e t e ar s ,  th e n ev er 
endi ng, w o e s  o f  pi t e o u s wi v e s and n o t  t o  s p end th e d o!vr y o :f  a ·l awful b e� . "  

"�fi s t r e s s , "  fr o'tvn e d  t h e Qu e en ,  " Ar t  th o u  a si mp l e ,  si l ly f o o l , o r  
art thou c r a z y? H ow d ar e  th o u  mut t e r  and fi nd f au l t  wi th m e ?  Am I 
unfi t for s t at e  and maj e s ty? Ar t th o u  n o t r enown e d  i n  thy c o untry hom e 
fo r thy s c o l d in g  t o n gu e ?  I kno1.v th o u  ar t z n 

Eli z ab e th tur n e d  h er b a l e ful gaz e o n  Amy ' s h u s b and , s t a ndi n g  n e arby . 
C ourti er s ·shr ank away fr o m  hi.rn , li k e  falli n g  gr ai n b e fo r e t h e  s cyth e .  
D ud l ey flu sh e d , b owed ,  but s t o o d  hi s gro und . 

" U p o n  my li f e ,  mak e much o f  h e r , my gent l e  s ir , " B e s s  s n e er ed a t  
" By my . f ai th , sh e i s  thi n e o Y e t  th er e "' s  small choi c e  i n . r ot t en 

a p p l es . I pr ay t h e e ,  D ud l ey ,  · d o th sh � no t swe ar t o  th e e ,  ' By my tr o th ' 
and 9 In g o o d  e arn e s t 9 and 9 S o Go d mend m e Y and by all th e pr e t ty o a th s 
that ar e n o t  d an g eJ." ou s 2" 

B e fo r e  h e  c o ul d  mak e r e ply Mr s .  Dud l ey i nt er po s ed .  

nMadam , n sh e s a i d , " I f · h e  i n  pub l i c j u s ti fi e s  thy s c or n  and t e l l s  

. th e e  t o  avo � d  h e ar t  b urni n g ,  c o n t enti o u s  u pr o ar s' and war s ; o r  tha t  my 
b ad t o n ga e  hath driven ·him fr om my si d e ,  turn yo ur di s pl e a s ur e s  o n  my 
h e ad and l et d e s truc t i o n  li gh t o n  m e ., "  

" C om e ,  m an , thy c o n s o r t  pl ead s t h a t  tho u  ar t fal s e  t o  h er , '' s c o r n  
cur l e d  Eli z ab eth 9 s  t o n gu e ,  " And th at tho u by t h y  r e s t h er e  i n  o ur cour t 
h a th di s gr ac e d  h er g o o d  name . "  

At l en gth h e  s ai d  t o  Amy , n \tloman , "".,.h at mean e th thi s ?  H o'tv for tun e th 
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thi s . f o�l �nc�m e ly pli ght ? · Di sho nor hunt s thy fo o t  a�d f o l low s th e e  
thr o u gh every c o vert shad e ,  di sco v er i n g  thy sham e  and nak e d n e s s .  Thou 
wro ng e s t t h e  f ai r  Qu e en wi th t hy undi s ci pli n ed , mi s shaped and ,1r e t ch ed 
th o u ght s .  D oub t e st thou _ h er h o no r , who s e  truth mai nt ai n s  th e crcwn ? "  

".�Iy Lo rd , "  s ai d  Amy i n  r e ply, and n ei th er ru s t l e  o f  si lk nor c lank 
o f  sword di s tur b e a  th e swe e t  c larity o f  h er t o n e s ;  th e r o om wa s hu shed . 
" I f  wan t  o f  l o v e  h ath l e ft thy s o ul , d o  no t thi s di sho n o r  t o  my l o v e . 
Thi s ban e fu l  t orment o f  my pub li s h e d  shame for my li t t l-e faul t ,  i s  m o n­
s tr o u s  in t he e .  T h o u  art mi ne , who c an . b e  wi s e ,  amaz e d , t em p er a t e  and 
furi o u s ,  loyal and n eu t r al i n  a momen t ?n 

S h e  turn e d  t o  Eli z ab et h ,  t h e r i gh t eo u s  p a s si on i n _ h er eye s full 
e qual t o  th e s el f i sh r a g e  i n  H er. Ma Je s ty . Fri ght eni n g  w_er e t h e  wo rd s 
from tho s e  swe et li p s .  Th ey s p el l e d  a c ur s e .  

"Mali ci o u s  mi s tr e s s  o f  inc o n s t ancy, c o uld no t all h el l  afford t h e e  
such ano th er d evi l ?  F o r  well I wo t e ,  thou Empr e s s  o f  h el l , h e  never 
wag s but in thy comp any J Oh , r ev en g e ,  c o�e d�wn t o  thi s world ' s  li ght 

wel come m e ,  c on f er wi t h  me o f  murd er and d eath and e a s e  t h e  k nawi n g  
vul tur e o f  m y  mind b y  working wr eck ful v en g e anc e o n  m y  fo e s .  S o  thou 
d e s troy the s e  d evi l s  h er e  and d o  . sham e ful execu t i o n  on h er that him from 
my arm s lull s to s l e e p . D amn e d  be thy n am e  that h a th o b s c ur e d  my j oy ;  
thou h a s t  con firmed my d oub t s ;  fro m  th e e  my h eavy h ap s  h a d  th ei r  b e gi n­
ni ng � .  Re s t o r e him t o  me o r  I wi l� fr om thy c our t and m.ak e di s c our s e  
o f  thy adult e r o u s d e ed s e " 

Maki n g  a s  i f  t o  g o , Amy c am e  awar e again o f  th e go g gl e - eyed mul t i ­
tud e ar o und h er ; sh e t en d er ed th em a wor thy salut e .  

" Al l  h ai l  t o  �hi s r oyal company that s i t  t o  h ear thi s s tr an g e  di s ­
put e . "  Amy ' s  voi c e r ang c l e ar i n  t h e  s i l en c e .  " It j oy s  m e  that such 
meri o f  gr e a t  e s t e em ,  su ch . c o mpany ot cut ti ng knav e s �  do wai t u po n  t h e  
d amn e d  En gl i sh Qu e en t ha t  h a t h  no vi r u u e  t o  maintai n  h er cr own . ��a t  
f air d am e s  b e  t h o u  th a t  wai t att end ant o n  thy accur s ed Que en?" 

" T o  whom s p e ak e st tho u ? n  At last E li z ab e th found h er tongu e . 

'' T o  the e ,  b a s e  wo man . n  Amy tur n e d  b ack t o  B e s s ,  " Th o u  mi gh ty ri val 
o f  my t h e f a t al au tho r o f  my i ll ,  UDl4'or thy o f . th e Engli sh crolvn l "  

"'·Th a t  th en ! Am I thr e a t e n ed a g ai n s t  my thr o n e ?  D e par t my- .c o ur t , 
th o u  s t a l e  o f  impud enc e , " Eli z ab e th swo r e  a t  h er ,  "Unl e s s  thou wo uld s t  
b e  par t ed fro m thy limb s . "  

Amy r e to r t ed sc ornfully, and wr e ck l e s sly, o n  the o n e  point sure t o  
aro u s e  B e s s  t o  mani ac al fury . n Th e s e  wor d s  b et r ay t h ou ar t b a s e  b o rn and 
by d e s c ent s prun g n o t fro m the r oyal lin e . "  

n Go d V s  wound s l " Th e Qu e en swo r e . " Thi s c om e s  t o o  n e ar . Thou shalt 
bot from o ur co ur t  till �e t o rment th e e  for t hi � i n j ury ; th o u  shal t know 
we m ay n o t  b e  ab u s e d  li k e  a f o r lorn and d e s p er a t e  c a st away . Wer� thou · 
o ur si s t er ,  th o u  d �r e n o t s ay i t . "  
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Rage r edd ened t h e  pal e c h e ek s  o f  t h e Que en .  Th e v ery s tar s o n  h er 
gown d an c e d  i n  ang er . · From t� e r ahk s o �  c o ur ti e r s � arne - prud ent c o un s el 
from o n e  wi s e  i n  th e way s o f  t h e  T u d o r  1� ench . 

" Fly J Fly , " h e  c r1 ed ,  " Th o u  sur ely wi l t  ' b e
. 

k i l led !·" :. 

" Thank s ,  my g o o d  L o r d , '"'  r �p ;Li e d  - �y c almly ,  h e r  eye s  never l eavi n g  
Eli z ab e th . " I  f e a r  h e.� n o t ,  n o r  t r emb l e  a whi t .  I · aln n o t · al o n e  't4'h en 
all the wor l d  i s  h er e  t o  l o o k  o n  m e ; and r · b eli eve that s h e wi l l  l � av e  
t h e  ki �ling o u t ; b ut i f  sh e wi l l  n o t  s par e m e ,  then wha t ' a l l  i s  d o n e ,  
wri t e  an e pi t aph . I di e d  ;f o r  l o v e . n  . .  

Th e s t at e  o f  h el l i sh c r u e lty wi thin th e sou l o f  th e proud and war­
r i o r  Que en di d ov erwhe lm h e r  a�ti f ic i al · c a lrn .  Sweari n g  a rud e and sa­
v a g e  o ath , sh e st o o d ,  gr a s p ed h er s t a ff , s tr o d e  f or't(ar d and struck Amy · 

full upon the for eh e ad . D own sh e· went , and o ut . Tr emb l i n g  wi th unc o n­
t ro l l ed fury �h e Qu e en y e l l e d . 

· n sy that · s am e  s ph e r e wh er ein thy s o u l  sha l l  r e s t ,  i f  j o v e  d e ny rio t 
p a s s ag e  t o  thy gho s t ,  i t  now b eho o v e s m e  s tr ai ght t o  mak e a l l  w e l l  and 
ki l l  th e e  qui ck ! "  

A d a gger wa s a t  Eli z ab eth ' s  si d e ,  worn a gai n s t  t h e  ever - pr e s ent f ear 
o f  a s s a s sinati o n . Thi s sh e gr a s p e d  and t r i e d  t o  d r aw f o r th ,  i n  vai n .  

n r  thi nk the d evi l b e  �ri thin my sh e ath , " s h e  swo r e ,  " I  think I am 
b ewi t ch e d  an d c o n j ur e d f a s t by ma gi c o f  thi s t r ai t o r  h er e .  I c ann o t 
li f t  my fi s t  altho ugh a tho u s and h el l s a d d ed t h e i r  for c e  unt o  my arm s ! "  

One o f  t h e  Qu e en ' s  l adi e s -i n-wai t i n g  wa s sho c k e d  i n t o  · a c ti on .  I t  
wa s Lady Ann e B a co n .  A s  s h e  d e s c ri b e d  t h e  h o r ri fyi n g  s c en e  year s l a t er · 
t o  y o un g  Fr an c i s ,  even then a si l ent wi tne s s  i n  hi s r oyal mo th er ' s  womb , 
h er "woman ' s  h e art wa s s e t  o n  fir e ,.,i th gri e f" a s  sh e s ai( swe et Amy 
f el l e d n pa s t  s en s e  and sham e  u p o n  h er b ac k . "  

Wi th h er eye s ful l  o f  t e ar s , h er h ear t  h eavy wi th si gh s ,  Lady Anne 
p l e a d e d  wi t h  th e enr ag e d  Que en t o  o v e r l o o k  l o v e ' s  f o o li sh r a g e  and s par e 
the g en t l e  l ady � s li f e .  

· 

"Mad am, · I �b e s e ec h  ·th e e ,  s t o p  I Oh · ·thy han d s  c o n j ur � t o o
·
, that tho u  

t h e  h ea r t s  o f  al l t hy sub j e c t s d o  n o t  ali enat� from th e e : " 

She thr e,.,· h er s e l f  b etween . Amy ' s  s en s el e s s  b o dy and th e Qu e en .  

" Sh e  h ath di shono r ed u s , "  shout e d  Eli z ab eth . " And b y  o u r  nob l e  moth er and o ur Go d and f o r  th e h o n o r  o f  o ur c r own , I swear V ti s  m e e t  thi s wr e t ch e d  r a sh int rudi ng f o o l  s ho u l d  b e  f o r ever shent . n  
· 

n n e  no t c r u e l  o r  unnatural , "  p l e ad e d  Lady Ann e , " S p eak d a g ger s t o  h er , bu t u s e n on e . L e t  n o t  t h e  s o u l  o f  N e r o  ent er thy firm b o s om. L e t  the s truck en d ear g o  we e p ;  and giv e  t h e wor l d  a s sur anc e o f  thy fai t h .  Wh at fo ilows i f  t h e y  say that by thi s b l o o d y  d e ed ,  t hi s mur d er o f  t h e  wi f e ,  th e Qu e en g e t s leave t o  f e ed a n d  b a t t en o n  h er l o v e . �  
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" P e ac e ,  thou fo o l ! "  Eli z·ab eth snarl e d  at h er , s t_i ll s t r u ?gligg wi th 
h er s ti l et to . " An g er h ath a pri vi l e g e 1v-or s e  th an mur d er ! 9 T1 s  such . 
b e a s t ly ,  vi o l ent o u tr a � e  t o  d o  o n  m e , and I swe ar s� e shall n6t e sc a p e  
m y  hand ! "  

But Lady Ann e  had c oura g e ,  t o o ; s h e  s t o o d  f a·s t . 

" T hi s i s  but a p e evi s h  wi f e  t h a t  f li e s  t o . him sh e l o ve s , " s h e · 
p l ead ed , and t hi nki ng t o  d i v e r t  Eli z ab e th , "Why ar t tho u  angry, Hadam? " 

' . 

_ " D i d  sh e no t tlfi t. ·m e  wi th no fath er owni ng? T h e  v er y  ·t h o u gh t  that 
sh e d i d  l au gh a t  m e  and mad e - m e  h er pa s time doth ur g e  o n  my r evenge . "  
Thru � ting th e w e a p o n  fr om h er �n di s gu s t  s h e  sho ok a long finge� a t .: Lady 
B a c on . "Have min d  u p o n  thy h e al th ; t empt me ·n o  fur th er ; I sha l l  fo r g e t 
my s e l f·. n  

Wi th thi s H er Maj e s t y  mount e d  th e thro n e ; s ti l l  r a gi n g  wi thin h er 
f l a shing eye s b l az e d  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  c o ur t . 

"I am n o t  a f eath e r  f o r  e ac h  wi nd that b l ow s ; l e t  h er l o o k  for n o  
l e s s  than d e at h . S h e  c a l l e d  o ur moth er who r e . "  And t o  Lady Ann e , k n e el­
i ng b e si de the d az ed Amy . " L eav e thi s we e pi n g  f o r  the dead ; thou ar t 
fri gh t e d  wi t h  fal s e  fir e ; sh e i s  n o t  d e ad .  The smal l e st dro p  o f  b l o o d  
d o th fr i gh t  th e e  all . Giv e  h er a drink o f  wi n e . "  

Lady Ann e  mad e for th e n ear e s t  pantry and r et urn e d  wi th a b o t t l e  o f  
n e at c l ar et wi n e . lY'i th R o b er t  t s h el p  sh e br o ught · Amy t o  a s i t ting po si ­
t i o n  and h el d  th e b o t t l e  t o  h er li p s .  Amy thru s t  i t  away . 

" I  drink n� o th e r  drink b u t  t e ar s , "  s ai d  Amy ,  thr u s t i n g  th e wi n e  
away, " br ew e d  wi th my s o rr ow, m e sh ed o n  my c h e ek s . "  

" B�h l "  s p at E li z ab eth , "H er w�r d s  b �  hi ppo c ri t e s ,  but we ' ll t each 
h e·r t o  drink e r e · sh e d e par t .  Fai n t  h e ar t ed '�o man , ari s e  and l o o k  o n  m e . "  

N o t  a whi t di smayed at the Qu e en ' s  c ommand , Amy r o s e ,  h er fr e shly 
b l e e ding wo und a r u e fu l  si ght . D e s pi t e  h er s el f  Eli z ab et h . wa s moved . 

" C orn e ,  t ho u  f o o l ,  �e · gr ant t h o u  c an o ut s c o l d  u s ; s e t  t h e e  d own . 
H er e  i s  a n apkin , rub thy· b r ow s , "  sh e h el d  o ut o n e  o f  her own li n e n s  for 
Anne t o · giv e  t o  h er ,  " but r em emb e r  thou , that sh e that playe th wi th a 
li o n  h ath s e t a b a l e ful p erio d on h er lif e . "  

Wi th thi s s ent enc e o f  d eath pr o n o unc ed o n  h e r  r i val , th e si n fu l  
d e s p o t  b e ck o n e d  t o  L o r d  R o b er t .  

"H er e i s  thy h u s b and , h e  wi l l  di r ec t  th e e  h en c e .  My Lor d ,  ab s ent 
th e e  from f e l i c i ty awh i l e ,  but r epair hi t h e r ; we would have s p e e c h  wi th 
th e e . " 

Thu s did brav� , swe e t  Amy � p e e d  th e u gly ·rat e alr e ady s ea l e d  a gai n s t  
h er . Thu s we� e th e h o p e s  and ambi t i o n s  o f  Eli � ab e th ' s  hi gh e •t mi ni s t er 
s h at t er e d .  l'li l li am C eci l ,  L o r d  Bur l ei gh ,  a f t er c o n cl ud i n g  th e p e a c e 
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tr e aty wi th t h e  S c o tch a t  Edi nbur gh h a d  r e turn e d  t o  Lond o n  i n  h i �h favor 
wi th t h e  p e o pl e ,  and wi t h  hi s Monar c h ,  so he h o p e d  -� · and ri gh t fully s o . 
Any exp e c t ati o h $  o f  hi s t h a t  ·th e � r i s i s b e tw e e n  Eli z ab e th and R o b e r t  
wo uld mov e  i nt o  c almer wat e r s ,  wat er s whi c h  hi s di ploma ti c h and c o uld 
c o nt r o l ,  w e r e d a sh ed by Mr s .  D u d l ey ' s  showd own wi th Eli z ab eth . In " on e  
o f  th e s t r an g e s t  i nt ervi ews r e c or d ed i n  h_i s t o ry , -' a c c or d i n g  t o  Waldman,  
C eci l took hi s f e ar s  f o r  England ' s  futur e t o  the S p ani sh Amb a s s ad o r ,  
d e  Quadr a .  I t  wa s t h e  fir s t  �e ek i n  S ep t emb e r , 156 0 . 

A s  d e  Qua dr a wro t e  t o  Ki n g  Phi l l i p ' s  h a l f- si s t er i n
'

th e N e t h e r l an d s ,  
l at er , C e ci l " to l d  m e  th e · Qu e en w a s c onductin g  h er s el f  .i n  such . a f a shi o n  
that fo r hi s p a r t  h e  tho u gh t  i t  b e s t t o  r e ti r e .- • • H e  b e g g e d  m e  f o r  th e 
l o v e  o f  G o d  t o  warn th e Que en o f  h er i rr e gular . c o nd u c t and t o  p er �uad e 

.h er n o t  t o  ab an d o n  h e r  b u si n e s s a s  s h e  di d .  • • H e  s a i d th ey wer e s c h em­
i n g to put L o i d  R o b er t ' s  wi f e  t o  d ea t h , and that now sh e w a s  pub l i cly 
r epor t e d  t o  b e  i ll , but Amy wa s n o t  s o , o n  th e c on t r ary sh e wa s qui t e 
well and . t ak_in g  g o o d  c ar e  n o t t o  b e  p o i s o n ed • • •  n 

I f  C e ci l w a s n ' t  p e r s o n al ly a t  C o ur t  wh e n  Eli z ab e th t r i e d  t o  murd e r  
Amy , h e  mu s t  h av e  b e en fully informe� o f  i t  by many o f  tho s e  p r e s ent . 
A c c or d i n g  t o  th e Cypher S t o r y ,  wh �n Ro b er t  D ud l ey r eturn e d  fro m  c onduc ­
ti n g - hi s wi f e  from t h e  r oyal P r- e s en c e  i t  w a s o n ly t o  s u f f er ano th er 
s t o r m  o f  pr o t e s t a·nd abu s e  f�"' o m  th e j eal o u s  :lvfo n ar c h .,  Sh e r e c ei v e d  him 
in th e c ompar ativ e privacy o f  h e r  ant e-c hamb er . 

11}!y l or d ,  I pr ay the e i s  thi s thy s l end er -c ar e  t o  h el p  o ur chi ld ? 
T h o u  ar t t o o  b a s e  t o  b e  e nt i t l e d  t o  fatherho o d . 'l'h er e i s  n o  tru s ti ng 
th e e . " 

Fr o m  b e li t t l i n g  him and th e c onnubi a l  fi d e l i ty h e  had di s pl ay e d  
sh e turn e d  to : h er own e n ormo u s  a n d  i n s at i ab l e  v ani t y e  

nwho ar t th o u  t h at da� e s  anno y  s o  gr e a t  a Qu e en ?  F o r  b eh o ld , a · 
d ainty mini o n  f o r  t h e  n o n c e wi th h er b e auty hath sub d u e d  thy thought s ,. 
hath p l e a s e d th e liking f an c y  o f  thy h ear t a s  i f  n o  mor e  w e r e l e f t  a s  
f ai r  a s  sh e .  T el l  m e , i s  no t my s t at e a s  gl o ri o u s a s  j un o f s  pomp , wh en 
ti r e d  wi th _ h eav �n Y s  d e s p o il sh e _ s p e d a l o n g  th e si lv er p a th unt o · h er J o v e ? "  

Th en fo llows l � n e  a f t e� l i n e  o f  s el f- pr ai s e  a n d  vai n g l o ry unti l ,  
tiri n g  o f  i_t ,  s h e  s ay s ,  " Sh al l  I b e  H e l en i n  fr oward fat e s  a s  I am H e l en 
i n  my ma t c hl e s s �u e ?  H en c e wi �h thy - b � g gin g  s c o ld ! H en c e ,  c ai ti f f , 
c l o g g ed wi th y e ar s .  O n  p ai n  o f  d e ath � evi s i t  no t th e C our t l  Tho u  a r t  
unm e e t  t o  l o o k  u po n  a Qu e en ,  much l e s s  t o  b e  th e f a t h e r  o f  a ki n g ! "  

B ei n g  o f  th e s tu f f o f  'h"hi ch loyal c o ur t i er s ar e  ma d e-, Dudl ey ro s e  
t o  th e Que en 9 s  ch all e n g e  and vowed him s e l f  wi l li n g  t o  giv e  l i f e ,  o r  wi f e , 
for the Crown . 

"Had am , n h e  pr o t e s t e d ,  n no t  Iri s in h er pr i d e and b r a1r ery a d o rns h e r  
ar ch 't.ri t h  such v ari ety, n o r  i n  fro s t y  ni ght · d o th the mi l k  �·hi t e  w a y  a p­
p e ar s o  f air and b eauti ful i n  s i gh t  a s  tho u ,  swe e t  Qu e en o f  f l �w e r s .  
But , l e t  m e  n o t  sh a p e  a l o n g  d ef en s e  o f · th e e  wh er ei n  c o n si s t s t h e  fu.l l  
o f  m y  o f f en s e n  I d i d c orr�and h er d e ath , I err ed that sh e i s  y e t unbur i ed . 
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But i f  i t  shal l p l e a s e  the e  t o  su s p en d  thy . i ndi g nati o n  agai n s t  m e ,  I 
wi l l  r i d  the ·hou s e  o f  h er . "  

"Sir , five day •  d o  w e  all o t  the � e  t o  r emov e h er , ". �a s the r o yal 
c ommand , " In f o rm thy wi f e  sh e mus t  away .·t o. hor s e ; t e l l  her I advi s e  her 
to b e g o n e .  Alvay .  n 

"Wi thi n fiv e  day ' s  s pac e · sh e 9 11 b e . d ead. " 

Wi th a haugh ty smi l e  o f  tr iumph at hi s r eply she wav e d  him from 
h er pr e s enc e .  

The dat e o f  �vi lli am C e ci l ' s  pani c - stri c k en i nt ervi e,., wi th d e  Quad ra 
i s  no t giv en by the wi ly S pani sh amba s sad o r ,  though he s p eak s o f  arr i v­
i n g  at Wi nd s o r  o n  Fri d ay ,  S e pt . 6 ,  1 5 6 0 . I n  the di s pat ch o r  l e t t e r  
d e s c ribing · the C eci l i n t ervi ew d e  Quadra al s o  s p eak s o f  havi n g  an au­
di ence with the Que en and a day lat er , o n  Satur day the 7 th ,  o f  m e e ting 
h er Q n  her r e turn fr om the hunt .  

Eli z ab e th d i d  well i n  everythi n g ,  i n c ludi n g  the u s e o f  the c r o s s ­
b ow i n  s lau gh t e r i n g  s t �g s .  Thi s i s  o n e  o f  t h e  way s she sati s fi e d  . . her 

· lu st t o  ki l l , · an d she was lusty in everythi n g  s h e  di d !  Th e d e er had 
li t tl e  chan c e  i n  tho s e · t irn e s . Garne-b e a t e rs her d e d  t h e  b ea s t s  t owar d a 
nar r ow d e fi l e  thr ou gh whi ch the d e er would c ome , o n e  by o n e . The Que en 
wai t e d  i n  a n earby · sho o t i n g  s tand, l o ad ed c r o s s b o w  r eady . �vhy thi s 
o r gani z ed t ar g et prac ti c e  should h av e  ever b e en di gni fi e d  by the t er m. 
"h.unt11 w e ' ll n e-e er kno w ,  but i t  di d enab l e  Eli zab e th to s laught e r  t en 
o r  fi f t e en animal s i n  an a f t e rn o o n  o f  sho o t i n g . On thi s par t i cular day · 
i n  S e pt emb er , 1 5 6 0  she pr o bab ly s aw her hat ed r i val , ��y Rob sar t Dud l ey ,  
i n  e v er y  d e er s h e  kill e d .  Aft erwa� d she had an audi enc e wi th d e  Quadra. 

· Amo n g  o th er t hi n g s  he quo t e s  the Que en as sayi n g  " that Lord Rob ert ' s  
wi f� · was d ead , o r  n e ar ly so � and b e gg e d  m e  t o  say no thi n g  ab out i t . �  

n o t  
A s  a mat t er o f  hi s t o r i c al r e c o rd ,  brav e Amy t s  mur d er was/ac c ompli -

she d unt i l  Sunday , S �pt emb er 8 th .  S h e  wa s found wi t h  a b r o k en n e c k  o n  
the flo o r  o f  the·· gr"e at hall · at  C umn o r  Hall , ab ov e h-er a b r o k en bal c o ny 
rai ling . 

Lord R o b ert's man , B l ount , c ar e fully p lant ed the po s sibi li ty o£ 
at t h e  c o r o ner \' s in qu e s t ; but i n  t h e d eathl e s s  rhythm s o f  S hak­

· e s p ear ean m e t er s Baco n d e s c r ib e s i t  thu s : 

" In t h e end hi s damn e d  knav e s  
Th e last s ervi c e  d o  for him. 
Th ey tak e · advantag e . o f  an i d l e  hour 
And the t,.,o chi e f  pr o p s  o f  th e ca s t l e  v s hi ·gh s tai r't�ay 
Ri v e  i n  twai n . 
Then t o  d e c ei v e  thi s fai r youn g sai nt , 
Th ey ad o rn and d ec k  wi th gar lan d s trim 
The po s t s and pi l lar s ,  th a t  she may en t er i n. 
And a �  she pas sed � t h e  swe et smell d i d  she prai s e .  
Then w·-hi l s t that ni ght she i n  h er s lumb er lay , 
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S o m e o n e  d i d c ry ,  ' Aym e ,  Ayme 1 9. 
' Thi s ,  by hi s v o i c e ,  s h o u l d  b e  my l o r � , " s ai d  s h e ,  

An d _ f r o m  t h e gr e a t  c h amb er t o  t h e  l and i n g  r an ; 
And thi nki n g  th e pi l l ar s s t e a d£ a s t · and fi rmly s t ay e d , 
D i d  l e an u p o n  t h e  r ai l  and t h e r e  awhi l e . · 
A s  o n  a pi l l o r y  l o o ki n g  thr o ugh s h e s t o o d ; 
But i t ,  n o t  c a pab l e  t o  s u s t ai n  a r u sh · 
O r  t h e  i mp r e s s ur e o f  h er p a lm ,  w ent · d o wn . 
On t h e s l i p p ery s t an d i n g  
S h e  t r emb l i n gly a moM e nt s t o o d  and c r i e d  t o  h e av e n ; 
T h e n  f r om human h e l p  e xi l e d ,  wi t h  e ar n e s t  mo an 
S h e  on t h e s u d d en h e a d l o n g  d r o p p e d  , 
D own , d own , d own t o  t h e  h ar d  c o ur t  b en e a th ,  
And h er n e ck a sun d er b r o k e . "  

Wh en t h e  n ew s  o f  t h e mur d er b r o k e  u p o n  th e exp e c t an t  c o un try , D ud ­
l ey Y s  man , B l o un t ,  w a s o n  hi s 14'ay f r o m  Wi n d s o r  t o  C umn o r  H al l , n o t t o  
a s sur e t h a t  t h e d e e d h ad b e e n th o r o u gh ly d o n e ,  b u t  �o s o und o u t  pub l i c  
o pini o n  i n  t h e  n ei gh b o rh o o d  ab o ut t h e  c r im e . A s  Wa l dman p u t  i t ,  "wh a t­
e v e r · th e t e chni c al t r u t h  mi gh t t ur n  o U t  t o  b e ,  n o  t r i bunal l ow e r  th an 
th-e wh o l e  b o dy o f  t h e En gli s h  p e o pl e  wa s  c om p e t e n t  to pr o no unc e s en t e n c e ;  
e s p e ci ally i f  t h e  e nd o f  th e c au s e  s h o u l d  f i n d  Ma j e s ty h e r s e l f  s t andi n g  
al o n g si d e  h er l o v er i n  t h e  d o c k e� "  

Th e Cy ph e r  S t o ry c o nt ai- n s  ri o  h i n t  o f  wh a t  p a s s e d  b e t"to\fe en Lo r d  R o b e r t  
an d Qu e en Eli z ab� th wh en th e n ew s  o f  Amy 9 s  d e a th r e a c h e d  L o n d o n . All 
that i s  known i s  t h at th e Qu e en o r d er e d  h i m  " t o  r e ti �e to hi s h o u s e  a t  
K ew and s t ay t h e r e und er arr e s t  un t i l  fur t h er n o t i c e . n  

T hi s d i d n ? t  pr ev e n t  D u d l ey f r o m  c o r r e s po nd i n g  wi t h  B l o un t  o v er t h e  
pr o gr e s s  o f  th e i nv e s t i g a ti o n  i 11 t o  t h e 11 t r a g e dy" a t  C umno r H a l l . ·"" I n  
thi s - p ack e t  o f  f i v e l e t � er s b e twe e n  t h e  two s e em s  t o  b e  t h e only wri t t en 
a c c o un t  o f  t h e  pr o c e e di ng s .  The o f f i c i al t r an s c ri p t s  o f  th e h e ari n g s  
o n  AMy Ro b s ar t ' s  d e a t h  au d th e v e r d i c t  o f  th e c o r o n er ' s  j ury hav e l o n g  
s i n c e di s a p p e ar e d o  R o b er t  a n d  th e Q u e en s aw t o  th a t !  

Wal dman po i nt s o u t  t h a t  th e fi v e  l e t t e r s  a r e an " un s a ti s f a c t o ry 
gr o u p  o f  exhi bi t s  i n  t h at t h ey a l s o  s er v e  a s  th e o nly d ir e c t  t e s ti m o ny 
t o  R o b e r t Y s  i n n o c en c e and mi gh t th e r e fo r e  h av e  b e en c om pi l ed f o r  t h a t  
pur po s e . n . 

}fi gh t h av e  b e eft !  T h ey wer e t T h e  hi s to ry o f  t h e E l i z a b e t han p er i o d  
i s  s t i l l  b e c l ou d e d  wi t h  th e t r u ly m a gni f i c ent pr o p a gand a put o u t b y  t h e  
Qu e en a n d  h e r  g an g  o f  ac c om p li c e s  i n  d e s po t i sm .  

P i r to , Amy ' s  mai d , su g g e s t e d t o  B l o u n t  t h a t  h er mi s t r e s s Y f a l l  wa s 
n by v ery c h an c e �  and · n ei t h e r  d o n e  by I!lan n o r  by h e r s e l f o "  O r · a t  l e a s t  
t h a t  i s  th e way B l o u n t  wr o t e  i t  t o  D ud l ey .  And , f o r tuna t e ly f o r  t h e 
unh o ly l o v er s ,  t h a t  wa s th e d e c i s i o n  o f  th e c o r o n er ' s  j ur y .  Agai n ,  a c ­
c o r di n g  t o  B l o un t , th ey f o un d  n n o  pr e s um p ti o n  o f  evi l . "  

S t r an g e ly eno u gh ,  a f t e r  c o mpi l i ng a t r u l y  f o rmi d ab l e  pi l e  o f  evi d e nc e 
p o i n t i n g  t o  Amy ' s  mur d er , Wal dman him s e l f  c o m e s  u p  wi t h  t h e  l i m p  v e r d i c t  
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o f  sui c i d e ! N o r  anywh er e i n  hi s li t t l e  g em o f  bi o gr aphy d o e s  h e  gi v e  
any i ndi c ati o n  o f  h avi ng h eard o f  o r  o f  h avi n g  r e ad any o f  t h e  Cyph er · 

S t o ry . 

· P ub l i c  c l amor and pub li c s u s pi ci o n  cont inu ed t o  p o i nt at Rob e r t  
l o n g ,  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  l aw wa s s at i s fi ed .  Appar ent ly Eli z ab eth , th e r ea l  
i n s t i g a t o r  o f  th e �ur d er ,  wa s ab ov e r e pr o ach . Eli z ab et h ' s  mini s t er s  
in th e C hurch o f  Eng l and pr e a c h e d  a g ai n s t  th e rumo r ed mar ri a g e  in t h e i r  
pul pi t s .  F r o m  a c r o s s  t h e Chann e l  c am e  dir e ful m e s s a g e s t o  h er C o un ci l . 
Eli z ab e th ' s  amb a s s ad o r s  pl e ad ed tha t ev erythi n g  b e  d o n e  to hind er a · 

uni o n  b e tw e en h er and Lor d  R o b e r � . Whi l e  h e  c o nti nu e d  t o  a c t  mor e and 
m o r e li k e  th e king-that-i s-t o � be . · H e  t o o k  u p o n  him s el f  m o r e o f  t h e · · 
i ntima t e  affai r s  o f  s t at e ,  and k ep t  hi s warm p e r s onal r el a ti o n shi p wi th 
Eli z ab eth . 

· 

Th e S pani s� amb a s s ad o r  pr e di c t ed t o  hi s ki ng : " S h e  i s  i n  a fai r way 
to li e d own o ne e v e ni n g  th e Qu e en and wak e n ext mo rni ng p l ai n  Mad am 
E li z ab eth , sh e and h er paramour wit h  h er . "  

And so i t  wa s .  Wi th th e b i r th o f  th e i r  fi r st c hi ld o nly a month 
away , · E li z ab e th and R o b e r t  w er e marr i e d  in a s e c r e t  c er emo ny in t h e  
London r e si d en c e  o f  th e E ar l  o f  P emb r o k e  a t  Chri s tma stim e . And n o n e  t o o  
s o o n ,  t h e  li t t l e  P ri nc e  o f  Wal e s  wa s b o r n  scar c ely a month lat e r  o n  
j anuary 2 2 ,  1 5 6 1  at Wi nd s o r . 

* * * 



C HAP T ER THREE 

"Young Fr anc i s ,  P r i nc e o f  Wa l e s 11 

tt T o s p end t o o  mu c h  time i n  t h em i s � l o th ; 
t o  u s e  th em t o o  mu ch f o r  o�n ament 1 s  
a f f e c t at i o � ;  t o · mak e j ud g em e n t  who l ly by 
t h ei r  r u l e s  i s  t h e humo r o f  th e s c h o l ar ; 
th e y  p er f e c t  natur e and ar e t h em s e lv e s  
a f f e c t e d b y  exp e r i e nc e .  • . • n 

Fr om B a c o n ' s  . E s s ay " O f  S t udi e s" 

M e r c i fully f o r ' th e li t t l e
_

pr� nc e�� n g  t h e  b e a s ti ali t i e s  o f  hi s t ru e  
p ar e n t s w e r �  k e pt fr o m  h1m 1 n  h1 s e ar ly y e ar s .  I n  Lady Ann e  and 
Sir Ni c h o l a s  B ac o n , Fr anci s had a f a th e r  and mo t h e r  as l o vi n g  and 

thou ght fu l a s  any 16th C en t ury b oy c o u l d  wi sh. 

E li z ab e th h a d  a way of m aki n g  u s e  of th e f ew vi r tu o u s men and wo men 
't4'h o s er v e d  h er , and of r e1-rar di n g  th em li t t l e . Thi s wa s c er t a i n ly t ru e 
o f  h e r  s ti n gy r e l a t i o n s hi p wi t h  h er L o r d  K e e p er o f  th e S e a l s ,  S i r  Ni cho ­
l a s  B a c on. H e · 'tv·a s o n e  o f  th e f o r emo s t  l a1.,;y e r s i n  t h e  ki n g d o m  and a r e­
nown e d  wi t a s  wel l .  Wh e n  h e  and L a dy Ann e  and th e i r  n el� n s o n" r emo v e d  
t o  B a c o n ' s  mo d e s t e s t a t e a t  G o r h amb ury, th e Que en, wi t h  s e c r e t  hu s b and 
Ro b er t  and a mo t l ey arr ay o f  c o ur t i er s ,  hanger s on and s er vant s ,  wo uld 
r i d e  o u t  fr o m  Londo n f o r  a vi si t ,  pr e sumab ly on s t a t e  b u s i n e s s ,  but ac­
tu ally to s e e  th e l i t t l e  P ri n c e of Wal e s . 

On e pi e c e  o f  s t a t e  b u si n e s s  l•rh i ch Eli z ab e th a s k e d  h e r  C o un c i l t o  
exp e di t e  a t  thi s time w a s  th e e l eva t i o n  t o  E ar l d om o f  R o b er t ,  and t o  
� e s t o r e t o  hi s e l d er b r o t h e r , Amb r o s e  D ud l ey ,  t h e  ti t l e  o f  Ear l o f  War ­
wi ck . T hi s wa s h al f  t h e  Qu e e n V s  pr omi s e  t o  R o b e r t D ud l ey f o r  mur d e r i n g  
hi s wi f e ,  t o  e l ev a t e him ; th e o t h e r · hal f wa s t o  pub li c ly a c k n owl e d g e  
th e i r  marri a g e . Th e fo rmal p a p e r s wer e pr o c e s s e d  i n  r o u t i n e  f a s hi on , 
unti l th ey wer e pr e s en t e d  t o  Eli z ab e th f o r h er si gnatur e .  

" Th e  D u d l ey i s  h av e  b e en t r ai t o r s f o r  thr e e  g en e r ati on s ! n s h e  s1:,r or e ,  
and j er ki n g  th e ev e r -r e a d y  s ti l e t t o  fr o m  h e r  s i d e sh e s l a sh e d t h e  pa p er 
t o  ri b b o n s .  

R o b er t  wa s t o  b e c om e  E a r l  o f  L ei c e s t er thr e e  y e ar s l a t er b u t  n ev er 
wo u ld sh e acknowl e d g e  him h er hu s b and and ma s t e r .  I n  f a c t  s h e  wa s s o  
b lind e d  by th e c o n c ei t  c omm o n  t o  al l d i e t a t o r s t h a t  s h e  exp e c t e d t o  r ul e 
En gl an d  f o r ev er ! -- and ab s o lut e ly r e fu s e d t o  mak e any pr e p ar a ti o n  wh a t ­
s o ever f o r  h er su c c e s s i o n .  Ev e nt u al ly i t  e v e n  b e c am e  t r e a s o no u s  t o  t a l k  
ab o u t  i t .  
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R o b ert 1"'a s- u s e d , · a s  wa s any o th e r  sub j ec t  who sui:t e d  h e r . pur_po s e ,  . 
t o  pr e s erv e th e k i n gd o m .  · ·Ev e n  a s  th e frui t· o f  th ej. r uni o n  lay i n_� hi s 
c ri b  at Gorharnbury , Eli z ab et h  c ho s e  R o b e r t , and· .h er pbvio.u s- n ,� ed . f o r  a � 

hu sb a-nd , t o  h el p  thwar t a thr e at eni ng r e li giou s ,14'ar lV'i;t.h C �tho;J.i c_ · S pain . 
. - ·  

Fi r s t sh e s ent S i r  H enry Si d n ey t o  th e S pani sh amb a s s ad o r ,  d e  Quad r a ,  
wi th th e s t ar t li n g  pr o po s i t i o n that i f  the Kin g _ �£ S pai n wo uld e nd or se . 
Rob ert Dud l ey a s  h er pr o p er hu s b and , s h e  would d eny P r o t e s t anti sm and 
emb r ac e C atho li c i sm .  Sh e would t h en h av e  D ud l ey � s  King-C o n s o r t l e ad a 
d el e gati o n  t o  t h e  C o un c i l  o f  T r ent . D e  Quadr a v s  j o y at thi s pr o po s al 
wo uld have known n o  bo un d s ,  had h e  b e en s ur e thi s o f f er c ame £rom - Eli z a­
b eth her s el f ; but h e  knew that Sir H enry wa s R o b er t 9 s  b r o th e r -i n-law ;  
s o  h e  h ed g e d , . . wai ti n g  dir e c t  wo r d  from Eli z ab e th .  Thi s h e  r e c ei ve d  from 
H e r  Maj e s ty t�vo d ay s  lat er ; but th e wi ly S pani ar d a sk e d  h er to _ c o m�i t 
h e r s e l f  in wri�i n g ,- s om e th i n g  tangi b l e  h e  c ou ld aend t o  hi s . � o r d  a nd 
ma s t er , Phi lli p .  

· That d e c i si v e  s t e p  n-ever c arn e . Wha t  d e  Quadr a finally r eali z ed wa s 
that th e pr o po s al wo uld put t h e  Ki ng o f  S p ai n  i n  t h e  po s i t i o n  o f  end o r ­
si n g  her marri ag e t o  th e mo s t  unpo pular o f  he r no b l e s ,  R o b e r t  Dud l ey ,  
t h e  man wh o . o n ly mo nt h s b e fo r e  had c lo ud e d  hi s nam e  wi t h  su s pi ci o n  o f  
th e mur d er o f  hi s tvi f e , 'Amy Rob s ar t l - · 

Eli z ab et h · and h er S e c r e t ary o f  S t a t e ,  C e ci l ,  saw -t o  i t  that wor d  
o f  th e n ego ti ati o n s  l e ak e d  · o u t , much t o  d e  Quadra ' s  anno yanc e �  Th e 
fi nal e f f e c t  o n  th e C at h o li c fa c ti o n  amon g  E li z ab e t h ' s  no b l e s . wa s t o  
mak e th em r enfarkably c o o l  t o1�ar d t h e  Ki ng o f  S pai n for even thi nki n g  
o f  e nd o r sing th e h a t ed Dud l e y . Whi l e  o n  t h e  o th er hand C ec i l ' s  Pro t e s­
t an t  fac tio n publi c ly th ank e d  Eli z a b e t h  fo r r e si s ti n g  thi s ·Romi sh a tt empt 
to gath er En gland b ack i nt o  th e C hur ch . · 

Sir N i c ho l a s  S a c o n  and Lady Ann e wer e m emb e r s  o f  t h at P r o t e s tant 
f a c ti o n . Thi s m e an t  that li t t l e  Fr an ci s wa s br o�«h t  up i n  a - h ou s eh o l d  
fr e e  o f  th e in flu en c e o f  t h e  c o rrupt pri e s tho o d  o f  t h e  P apacy . Lady Ann e 
wa s unu sually well e du c a t e d  ev en for that d ay .  I t  wa s no t unc omm o n  fo r -
th e chi ldr en o f  r oyal t y  t o  s t ar t  l earni n g  th ei r alphab e t  a t  th e a g e  �f 
tl..ro .  U sual ly , · o f · c our s e , . thi s s t ar t ed ·at home l4'i t h  o n e  o f  th e ' pa-r e n-t s  
o r  t h e  . .-f ami ly . chapl ain . In li t t l e  Fran c-i s Lady Ann-e 'h ad a chi ld "t17'ho · 

- wa s unu sually - n s"" e et t o  t·h e  ·eye and h e ar tn and l1Ti t h  t h e  " gr a c e and di g­
ni t-y fi) f  th e c o urti er" . We c an b e  sur e sh e b e g a.n t o  i nf o rm hi's mi nd i n  
tho s e  fir s t  y e ar s  b e c au s e  mind- h e  had , enough t o  c harm · ev ery ·o n e o f  th e 
no bl e s  at c our t ,  unti l th ey l e ar n ed t o  f e ar i t . 

Fr anc i s  w a s  a t  t h e v ery c en t e r  o f  th e g over nmen� o t  Engl and · · a l l  hi a li f e ,  wi th th e exc epti o rt  o £  t h o s e  two y e ar s i n  Franc e ;  th e r e· h e  wa s a � ­th e c ent er o f  power al s o . In · hi s earli e s t  y ear s i t  s e em s · that Eli z ab e th 
d i d  h ave som e n o t i on o f  pr e paring him f o r  t h e suc e e s si o n . Sh e wa tch ed ­
over. him c l o s ely , r i d i n g  d own t o  Gorhambury o n  th e s li ght e s t p r e t ext t o  s e e  h er 11 Li t tl e  L o r d  K e ep ern . The arr i va l  o f  h er s p l-endi d r e tinu e ,  all o n  h o r s eback , would : . bri n g  him f r o m  t h e  dai si e s  and f o r g e t-me-no t s  o f  
Lady . Anne ' s  gar d e? s t o  pay hi s w e e  c ompliment s t o  th e Qu e en . 

She in turn wou l d  a sk fo r evi d en c e o f  hi s l ea r ni n g  and th e li t t l e  
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P ri nc e  1v-ould li s p  s om e  wi s e - s ayi n g : i n  a l l  s er i o u sn e s s  t o  t h e · gr eat gl e e  
o f  t h e c o ur t i er s .  Ch armi ng . tho u gh Gorhambury 1-1a s  i t  wa s · s c ar c ely ad e ­
qua t e  f o r  li vi ng in t h e  hi gh s ty l e  r equi r ed o f  t h e K e e per o f - th e S e al s 
o f  Qu e en Eli z ab e th . Thi s wa s j u s t  ano t h e r  exa�ple o f  h er ni g g ar d li ne s s  
with tho s e  who w er en ' t  s ervi l e  e no u gh t o  c r awl i n  t h e gut t er s o f  h e r  c o r ­
rupti o n . I t  wa s dur i n g  o n e  o f  th e s e. s ud d en vi si t s  that sh e c hi d ed 
Fr anci s '  suppo s e d  fath er ,  S i r  Ni c h o l a s  B a c o n .  

Ulfy L o r d  K e e p e r , you r  ho u s e i s  n o t g:c e a t  e n o u gh f o r  your p er s on l "  

"Mad am , " · S i r  Ni ch o l a s  b owe d , · " I  f e ar you h av e mad e my p er s o n  t o o  
gr e a t  for my h o u s e . "  

In l a t e r  y e ar s youn g Fr anci s c on fi d ed th e s e sweet mem ori e s  t o  t h e  
Cyph er S t.ory, s ayi n g ,  " I t li v et h , a s  d o  d r e em e s  · o f y e s t er ni ght , l"h e n  
now w e e  c l o s e  o ur ei e s  -- t h e  s t a t li e m o v eme ' t s ,  gr a c e  o f  s p e e ch , ·qui c k  
smi l e  and s o d ai n e  ang er , t h at o f t ,  a s  Apri l c l o ud e s  c o m e  a e r o  th e sunn e 
y e t  a s  s o d ain ely ar e wi thd r awn , f i l l  ' d  u s  1-1i t h  suc c e e d i n g  di smay, o r  
brim ' d  onr c up imm e d i at e ly wi t h  j o y .  

11 I t  d oth a s  o f t e  r e cur that th ' Qu e en e , o ur r o i al mo th er , s o M e time s 
s ai d  in S i r  Ni cho l a s ' ear e o n  go in g to h er c o a c h : � H av e  him w e l  i n s truc­
t ed in knowl e d g e  t h a t  futur e s t a ti o n  shal mak e n ec e s s ary . ' Na tur a lly 
qui ck o f  h e arin g ,  it r eachi n g  o ur e ar e s  wa s c aught o ' t h e  wi n g ,  and l o n g  
t urn ed an d pond e r e d  upo n ,  b u t  w e  fo und n o  m e ani n g ,  fo r all o ur wi t t e ,  
no whi s p ' r e d wo o r d e  h avi n g  pa s s ed t h e  li pp e s  o f  no b l e  S i r  Ni cho l a s  o n  
th e m at t er .  I t  wa s th e r e fo r e l o n g  er e w e · knew o ur bi r th r oi al , and t h e  
fo nd l o v e  .o·f b o th fo s t er par ent s 'tva s r e s traint e a n d  s t aye to o u r  yo ung 
s pi ri t  wh en th e .,�i l d  and fi eri e t emp e s t  s o d ai n e li e  b r a s t  upo ' u s .  Thi s 
dr ead for c e  wo uld o th erwi s e  h av e  rui n ed , wa s t ed and b o r n e  u s  adr i f t  
li k e  a d e s p o i l e d  harv e s t . "  

Li k e  all o th er En gli sh s c ho o l  c hi ld r en o f  th e n o b i li ty w e  c an suppo s e  
t_h e  P rinc e o f  lva:J_ es had hi s hornb o o k  �vi t h  i t s al phab e t  and Lo rd ' s  P r ayer 
i n  L ati n .  The s e . m� st h av e  b e en ma s t er e d  wi th e a s e  und er ·Lady Ann e ' s  tut­
elage and hi s hun gry mind move d  o n  to Fr ench and I t al� an .  In every p o r ­
tr ai t  .o f  t h e  s c ho o l  t e ac h er o f  t h e  tim e s th er e  i s · u s ua l ly a b o o k  i n  o n e  
hand and a b i r ch r o d  in th e o th er . A s  f ar a s  e d u c a ti o n  i s  c o ric erned 
England has alway s - b e �n the �and o f · fl a g e l l a ti o n . · Th e h ar shn e s s  of School 
m a s t er s ,  b or d ering o n  sadi sm , h a •  b e c o m e  l e gendary . · T h e  o n e  gl ari n g  �x­
c e pti on at th.at time t o  thi s " s par � th e r o d and spoi l , th e chi ld" di c tum 
wa s Ro ger · A s ch am ,  t h e  b el o v e d  t e acher who h ad p o li sh �d Eli z ab e th ' s  mind 
to i t s  d i amond bri l l i anc e .  H e  .. lva s  al so in s tr uc t or t o  Phi lli p Si dn ey, 
amo n g  o th er s ,  and El� z ab e th s a'v to it that · Fr anc i s c am e  und er th e i nf lu­
e nc e  of th e b en ev o l ent p e d ag o gu e . As cham wa s gui l ty o f  t h e  r adi c a l  n� t i o n  
t h a t  a chi l d  would l e arn Mo r �  a n d  l earn i t  b e t t er f r om pr ai s e  f o r  hi s 
go o d  work r ath er th an from b e ating s .  But l e ar ni n g  c am e  s o  e a sy t o  Ma s t er 
Fr anci s B a c on , hi s gr e a t  mi nd wa s so hubgry for l earning from th e v ery 
b e ginning , th a t  it i s  do ub t fu l  the rod wa s ever n e e d e d  i n  hi s c a s e . And 
o f  c our s e for chi ldr en o f  nobl e b l o o d  educ ati o n  wa s much , muc h  mor e than 
j u s t  gr ammar , l o gic : and rh e t o ri c . Thi s t edium wa s r e li eved by l e s s o n s  
in mu si c and d an ci n g ,  ri di n g ,  f enci n g  and c o ur t  eti qu e t t e . W e  c a n  b e  
sur e tha t i n  th e l o v e - fi l l e d ,  cultur e d  h o u s eh o l d  o f  Qu e en Eli z ab e th ' s  
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K e e p er· o f  th e S e al s , Si r · Ni c ho la s  Bac o n ,  England t s Ki n g- t o -b e e n j oyed 
a h e al thi er all-ar ound d ev el o pment than h e  would have had und er t h e 
di r �c t  eye o f  hi s p syc ho t i c mo t h er , E l i z ab et h . 

· At t h e  · a g e  o f  1 3 i n  1 5 7 3 , al o n g  wi t h  hi s i n s e par ab l e  h a l f-b r o t h er 
Ant h o ny ,  the P rinc e o f  W al e s  wa s e nt er ed a t· Trini ty C o ll e g e ,  C ambri d ge .  
Ther e yo un g  Fr an ci s  s p ent thr e e  l o n g ,  c o ld c h e er l e s s  year s und er t h e  
h ar d  e y e  o f  Whi t gi ft . Thi s t a s km a s t er ,  l a t e r  t o  b ec om e  Archbi sho � o f  
C ant erbury und er Kin g  j am e s ,  wo uld h av e  n o n e  o f  A s c h am ' s  n on s en s e  a b o ut 
educ ati o n . The h e adma·s t er s  wer e mor e  i n t er e s t e d i n  admi n� s t er i n g  di s ci ­
pli n e  than i n  t e ac hi n g  t h e  humani ti e s ,  s o  l o w  had sho l a s t i c id eal s fall en 
und er th e domi nati o n  of the Rom ari C ath o li c  C hur ch . · 

Th e wo r s t  exampl e  o f  thi·s kind o f  p e d ago gi c r a s c ali ty· wa s t h e  no- · 

t ori o u s  D r . Kay e ,  who p a s s ed o n  i n  july, 1 5 73 , o nly thr e e  months a f t er 
Fr anci s c am e  to Tri ni t y ;  but hi s c o nt enti o n s  �d th the s t ud en t s impr e s s ed 
th em s elv e s  s o  in d el i b ly o n · youn g ' F r anci s ' · mi nd t h �t h e  e n �hrin ed ·him . 
fo r ever a s  t h e  h o t-h e a d e d  Fr ench phy-s i ci an ,  C ai u s , i n  " T h e  Merry Wi v·e-s 
o f  Wi nd s o r " , fo r ei gn mann eri sm s ,  Latin- s p e l l e d  n am� and all . T h e  Na� 
ti o n al Di c t i o n ar y  o f  Bi o gr aphy s ay s  t h a t  D r . C ai u s  had di f fi cu l ty mai n­
t ai ni n g  hi s authori ty amo n g  hi s s tu d en t s at G o nv i ll e Hall b e c au s e h e  
wa s su s p e c t ed o f  wan ti n g  t o  r e s t o r e  C at h o l i c  d o c tr i n e .  Th e · s tud ent s 
h e ar t i ly di s li k e d him and h e  " r e t al i a t ed vi g o r o u s ly o n  t h e Mal c o nt ent s .  
H e  n o t  o nly i nvo l v e d  th em i n  la-,.,- s ui t s  whi ch . empti e d  thei r s l end er pur­
s e s ,  .but vi s i t ed th em wi th per s o nal c a s ti gati on s ,  and e v en i n c ar c er a t e d  l 

t h eM i n  s t o c k s . Expul s i o n s wer e fr e qu ent , and n o t  l e s s  than. t wenty o f  
t h e  f e l l o ws , acc o r di n g t o  t h e  s t at erneht o f  o n� o f  th eir numb er , h avi n g  
suff er ed thi s ext r eme p enalty . »  

· · 

_ Und er thi s har shn e s s  i t  i s  .no wo nd er t h a t  t h e  s t ud ent s ,  wh en fi nal ly 
fr e e  o f  t h e  s c ho o l  d ay whi c h b e gan at s ev e n  and en d e d  a t  fi v e ,  would 
br e ak o ut in th e wi ld e.st di s si p a t i o n . Th e b e s t-k ept r e c or d s  o f  c o ll e g e  
li f e  i n  th� s e  d ays s e em s ' t o  b e : o f  th e amo unt s o f  b e er and a l e c o n sumed 
by th e would-be s ch o l ar s .  We d o ub t  much i f  Fr anci s ent e r ed i nt o  such 
goin g s -o n  ld th· en thu si a sm .  Th e bi a s  o f  hi s p er s onal i ty d i d n ' t  s e em t o  
n e ed such r el e a s e s .  I n  al l hi s e ar ly y e ar s ,  and l a t e o n e � ,  th e� e i s  · 
n o  b ar e s t  hint o f  s c and al . Time 'tla s t o o  pr eci o u s  t o  thi s buddi n g  g eni tt s  
wh o s e  ultimat e go al wa s t o  r e fo rm t h e  W e s t ern wo r ld ! H e  c h a f e d  und er 
t h e  outmo d ed t e achi n g  metho d s  o f  Whi t gi �t •  Th e · R e fo rmati o n  h ad suppo s ed­
ly _ fr e ed En g l an d  f r o m . th e  . c o nt r o l  of Rome , but th e do g�a o f · a n . anti qua t e d  
a n d  th o r o u ghly c o rrupt c l eri c al s y s t em s ti l l l ay h e avy o n  t h e  educ a to r s .  

Th e phi lo s o phy · t au gh t ,  o f  c o ur s e ,  wa s that o f  Ari s t o t l e ,  a s · t wi s t ed 
by th e cl e r gy to fi t t h e i r  pr e c onc ei v e d  n o t i o n s  o f  how th e uni v er s e  wa s 
c r e a t e d  and man app e ar e d  i n  i t .  Th eir mi s gui d ed e f fo r t s  t o  i m po s e  thi s 
c ari c atur e o f  truth on young Fr anci s . · s t i r r e d  no thi n g  but ri ght eou s r e ­
b el li on i n  hi s h e ar t and cr e at ed such a � ompl ex o f  di s t a s t e  o f  C ambr i d g e  
and Ari s t o t l e  that h e  n ever di d ma s t er th at Gr e ek phi l o s o ph e r ' s  i d e a s • 
thi s in s pi t e  o f  t h e  fac t th a t  i n  l a t er y e ar s Fr anci s Bac o n  s h o wed an

' 

encyc l o p edi c  gr a s p  o f  all kn o wl ed g e  avai l ab l e  i n  t h e  \v e s t ern ·wor ld .. 

S ti fl ed b y  th e s pi r i t l e s s s ch o l a s ti c  sy s t em ,  and s i c k en e d  by th e 
ch e er l e s s  envi r onnent , fr an c i s and Ant h o ny l e ft Trini t y  C o l l e g e · a ft er 
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l e s s  than . thr e e  y e ar s o f  s tudy , and . t h a t , a s  Fr anc i s wro t e  l a t er , would 
h av e  t o  be un l e arn e d . 

Th e mi s er ly Eli z ab et h  wa s n ev e r  o n e  t o  r ewar d i nt e gri ty wi t h  any­
thing but wo r d s , whi ch c o s t no thi n g . _ . S i r  �i c h o l a s  B a c o n  wa s in that 
p i t i fully �mal� gr o u p  o f . c o ur ti er s i n . h e r  c ourt , Si r H enry Si d n ey wa s · 
ano th er , ho n e s t  men who h e l d  s er vi c e  t o  t h e  C r o '\4!11 - a� o v e  p er s o na l  g ai n ,  
and t h ey gain e d  li t t l e . 

Thu s Si r Ni c h o l a s  B a c o n  was n ev er a man o f  m e an s  i n  Eli z ab eth ' s  
g o v ernment . Thi s m e an t  th a t  wh e n  Fr anci s and An tho ny qui t Trini ty C o l­
l e g e  th ey had t o  go t o  wor k  -- �el l , n o t  qui t e ,  t h e i r  fath er s ent th em 
to s tudy l aw a t  Gr ay ' s  Inn , L o nd o n , in 1 5 7 6 . Out s i d e  o f  th e chu r c h  o r  
t h e  �i li t ary thi s wa s ab o u t  t h e o nly pr o f e s s i o n  o p en t o - s o n s  o f  nob l e­
m en i n  t� e 1 6 t h  C entury . 

S o , at s i xt e en ,  Fr an c i s B a c 9n b e g an t o  pr e p a r e him s e l f  f o r  that 
l e gal c ar e er whi c h ,  at fi fty-fi v e ,  culmi na t e d  i n  hi s a pp o i ntm ent t o  
th e hi gh e s t l e ga l  o f fi c e  i n  t h e  l and , L o r d  C h anc e l l o r . But i t  wa s n ' t  
hi s m o th er wh o c o nf er r e d  thi s h o n o r  u p o n  him ; fo r sh e l i v e d  ever i n  
d e athly f e ar that hi s t r emen d ou s c apabi li ti e s  wo u ld put him o n  th e thro n e  
in p la c e o f  h e r . 

Th e r e s e ar ch e s  o f  �i lli am T . Sm e d l ey and G e o r g e  v .  Tudh o p e  have 
t hr o wn - mo r e  li ght o n  t h e  e du c at i o n  of th e P ri nc e  o f  W al e s  a f t er he quit 
Trini ty .  T h e s e  two B a c oni an r e s ear cher s b e li ev e that th e . b o ok " Ac ad erni e 
Fr anc o i s " , o r  Fr anc i s '  A c a d emy , pr i nt e d  fir s t  i n  P ar i s i n  1 5 7 8  and i n  
L o n d o n  i n  Engli s h  a s  t h e  11 Fr en ch Ac ad emi e" i n  1 5 8 5 , wa s Franci s B ac o n ' s  
fi r s t pub li sh e d  wor k . I t  i s  a pri m e  exampl e o f  hi s c o nti nuin g  n e ed t o  
c o nc e al him s e l f  a s  th e aut h o r  and y e t  put hi s l i f e  and t e a chin g s  b e for e 
t h e  wo rld . 

Fr ancf s m ay we ll hav e  s t ar t e d hi s wr i t i ng o f  t h e  " Ac ad emy o f  Fr an.­
ci s "  thr o u gh m aking n o t e s  of th e d i s cu s si o n s  whi c h  t o ok p la c e  und e r  Si r 
Ni cho l a s  B a c o n ' s  wat ch fu l  eye th e r e a t  G o r h ambury . But c er t ai n  i t  wa s 
t h at Fr an c i s c au s ed i t  t o  b e  pub l i sh e d  whi l e  h e  wa s a t  Bloi s "'i th t·h e 
Fr ench C ourt i n  F ebruary , 1 5 7 8 .  

·A s  Fr.an c i s wri t e·s. i n  th e intr o du ct i o n  t o  th e fir s·t Fr ench ed i t i o n . " 
o f  the "famou s · wo rk , '' I ga th e r e d  i n  a P l a to nJ.c al gard en wi th c er t ai n c om-. 
p ani on s ,  d i s c ou r sin g t o g e th er o f  th e - i n s t i tu t i o n  in g o o d  mann er s ,  and 
of th e m e an s  how all e s t at e s  and c o ndi t i o n s  may liv e we l l  an d h appi ly . 
A�d th o u gh a thou s an d  t ho u gh t s  c am e  th en i n t o  my mind t o  hi nd er my pur­
p o s e ,  a s  t h e  small auth o r i t y  whi c h  youth may · o r  o u gh t  t o · h av e  i n  c o un s e l 
aMo n g s t an c i ent m en ;  t h e  gr e atn e s s  o f  t h e mat t er sub j e c t ,  pro po und e d  t o  
b e  h an dl e d  by y e ar s o f  s o  smal l  exp eri enc e ;  t h e  f o r g e t fu ln e s s  o f  th e 
b e s t  fo und ati o n s  o f  th eir d i s c o ur s e ,  lt'hi ch f o r  want o f  a r i c h  and h ap py 
m emo ry mi gh t b e  i n  m e . • • " 

H er e  we h av e  Fr an ci s ,  a t  th e a g e  o f  ei gh t e en ,  a po l o gi z i n g  f o r  hi s 
c om par ativ e you th a t  t h e  time h e  ah d hi s yo un g  c ompani� n s  ar e d i s c o ur s ­
i n g  in phi l o s o phy at a P l at o ni c a l  s cho o l  e s t ab l i s h e d  f o r  hi s b en e fi t  by 
hi s fo s t er f ath er , p e rh a p s  at th e Qu e en ' s  s u gg e s t i o n .  
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Sir N i c ho l a s  B ac o n  e vi d ent ly _ s h ar e d  Fr an c i s '  d i s t a s t e f o r  dry s c h o ­
l a s ti ci sm i n  th e U ni v er s i t i e s  o f  h i s d ay ,  n o t · t o ment i o n  th e " o v er gr eat 
li c en s e  an d exc e s s i v e  l i b er ty gr ant e d  t o  th �mq , and , as Sm e d l ey s ay s  of 
th e fir s t  c h a p t er of Fr anc i s '  Ac ad emy , " H e ( S i r  Ni cho l a s ) . t o o k  un t o  
hi s h o u s e fou r young g e nt l em en , wi th t h e  c on s ent o f  t h e i r  par ent s who 
wer e d i s tin gui sh e d  n o b l emen . n  

Th er e ,  in pr e p ar at i o n  f o r  t h e i r  fur th er s tudi e s ,  th e f o r emo s t  law­
yer o f  th e k i n g d om s har e d  wi th t h em hi s wor ldly wi s d o m ,  fo r t h e i r  i n f o r - : 
mati o n  and f o r  th eir pr o t e c ti o n  in t h e c o rrupt li f e  o f  t h e  c our t they 
wer e even · th en ent e r i n g . Th en h e  " br ou gh t · i n t o  h i s hou s e  a tut o r  o f . 
gr e a t  l e arni n g  an d well � e por t � d  o f  hi s g o o d  li f e  and c o nve r s a ti o n ,  t o  
wh om h e  c ommi t t e d  t h e i r  i n s tru c ti on • "  

Fr an c i s d o e sn 9 t  n am e  thi s tut o r  but i t  c ou l d  v ery we ll h av e  b e en 
Hr . D un c omb e ,  menti o n e d  i n  th e fi r s t vo lum e  o f  S p e d d i n g ' s  " Li f e  and 
L et t er s o f  Fr an c i s B a c o n" . " A f t er t ea c hi n g  t h em th e L a ti n  t o n gu e  and 
s om e  smat t er i n g  o f  Gr e ek he pr o po und e d  f o r  t h e i r  chi e f  s tudi e s  the mo r a l  
phi lo s o phy o f  an c i ent s ag e s  and wi s e  m e n ,  t o g e th ·er wi t h  t h e  und er s t andi ng 
and s e ar ching o ut o f  hi s t or i e s  whi ch ar e th e li ght of li f e . "  

Thi s s tudy wa s c l o s e ly s u p ervi s ed by B a c on ' s  fo s t er father and by 
the fath er s  of th e o th er thr e e  who ma d e  u p  thi s f o r tunat e c ompany . 
Th e ori gi n a l  i n t ent i o n  wa s t o  h av e  th e phi lo s o phi c a l  di s cu s si o n s  i n  La­
tin and Gr e ek ,  not unu sual in th a t  d ay ; b u t  aft er o b s ervi n g  th e b oy s  
limpin g a l o n g  i n  th e ali en t o n gu e s  the fath er s wi s e ly d ec i d e d  th a t  th e y  
c o ntin u e  t h ei r  di s pu t ati o n s  i n  t h e i r  mo th e r  t o n gu e � Engli sh . And h er e ,  
no d ou b t , wa s b o rn Fr an c i s B a c o n ? s  mi gh ty r e s o lv e t o  mak e En gli sh th e 
fo r eM o s t  l an gu a g e  o f  th e wo r l d , s ui t ab l e  ali k e  f o r  s c ho l ar ,  s ci enti s t  
and l ayMan . H er e  al s o  h e  l e a rn e d  t h e  v al u e  o f  Cyph er s  for c o n c e a l i n g  
imp o r t ant mat t er fr om pryin g ey e s 1  In n Ac a d emy F r an c o i s n  h e  u s ed 
Ci c er o ' s  t e chni qu e o f  c o n c e alin g  th e s o ur c e o f  im po r t an t  s ayi n g s  by 
a t t a c hing unimpo r t ant n am e s to th e pr i n t e d  ma tt er . 

Si r Ni c ho l a s  wa s c o n c er n ed that the b o y s  h av e  mo s t  pl e a s an t  s ur­
ro undi n g s  f o r  th eir wei ghty di s c u s si on s . T h e  gr e en ar b o r s of th e gar­
d en s  of Gorharnbury s er v e d  v ery well f o r  t h e  thr e e  we ek s o f  c on c ent r a t ed 
di s c o ur s e  whi c h  went on, t wo h o ur s i n  th e mo rni n g  and t wo i n  th e aft e r ­
n o o n ,  e v e r y  d ay exc e pt Sund ay . 

Fr an c i s wri t e s  that th e ar gumen t s o v er th e mi ghty i d e a s o f  t h e  
an ci ent s waxe d  s o  h o t  t h a t  t h e  d i s cu s si o n p eri o d  s ometim e s  d o ub l e d  i t s  
l en g th . Th e b o y s  wer e a p par ent ly a l l o we d  s ome fr e ed o m  i n  c h o o si n g  th e i r  
d ai ly sub j ec t s and s p en t  l o n g  ev eni n g  ho ur s r e adi n g  a n d  t aking no t e s  f o r  
t h e  n ext d ay � s  c l a s s .  

" An d  thu s all f our o f  u s  f o ll o we d  t h e  s ame o r d er d ai ly ,  unt i l  ev ery 
o ne o f  u � had i nt r eat e d  ac c o r di n g  t o  a p p o i ntment , b o th by the pr e c ept s 
o f  d o c tr1 n e ,  a s  al s o  by t� e examp l e s  o f  the l i v e s o f  th e an ci ent S a g e s  
and f amou s men , o f  al l th1 n g s  n e c e s s ar y  f o r  th e i n s ti tut i o n  o f  mann e r s 
and ha ppy li f e  o f  all e s t at e s  an d c alli n g s , " 

T h en Fr an c i s g o e s  o n  t o  s ay t h a t  h e  wo uld li k e  t o  h o n o r  hi s c ompan­
i o n s  i n  th e Ac ad emy by n ami n g  th em, but thi nk s b e t t er o f  it and gi v e s  
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th em th e fi c ti t i o u s  t i  t i e s o f  n A s er whi ch s i gnili eth F el i c i t y ; l�hi ch i s  
a s  much t o  s ay a s  T ruth ; th e thir d  Ar am whi ch n o t e th t o  u s  H i gh n e s s ; 
a�d t o  agr e e  w.i th t h em a s  well i n  n am e �  a s  educ ati o n  and b ehavi ou r , I · 
ld l l  n ame mys el f  Achi

.
t o b , whi ch i s  a l l  o n e  wi t h · Bro t h e r  o f  Go o dn e s s . "  

Sme d l ey p o in t s o u t  that Achi t o b  yi e ld s ' - th e : sugg e s t i v e  anagr am ,  
B a c ohi t ( o r  B a c o n  h i d ) . Th e r e a s o n s  why thi s g eni u s  o f  Engli sh phi l o ­
s o phy wa s fo r c ed t o  h i d e  �uch o f  h i s . wri t i n g . und er var i o u s  ma sk s wi l l  
s o o n b e c om e  c l e ar .  ''�h en " Ac ad emy Fr anc o i s "  wa s r e gi s t er ed · a. t  S t a ti on er ' s  
H all , London i n  15 8 5  th e aut h o r  wa s giv en a s  T �  Bri ght ,  · o nly . th e fir s t  
o f  th e ·many nam e s o r  m a s k s -whi ch h e  - u s e d . S i x  ye ar s  e ar-li e r  youn g 

·· 

Fr an c i s u s e d t h e  p e n  nam e  T .  · .B:ri ght wh en h e  ha.d hi s po em , " Sh e ph e ard 9 s  
C a l en d ar " pri nt e d  i n  1 5 7 9 .  H i s b o o k  o n  . p o pular p s�ch o l o gy j  " Th e  Ana t omy 
o f  Melan ch o ly" , _ ,.,a s r e a dy for th e pri n t er i n  1 5 8 6 ; thi s wa s r e gi s t er ed 
a t  S t ati o ner i s  H al l  und e r _ th � p en nam e  T .  Bri ght-. And i n  15 8 9  B a c o n  
pub li s h e d  hi s b o ok o n  Sho r th and u n d er t h e  s am e  nam e ,  T .  Bri ght . 

* * * 
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FOU R 

" Cur s t  b e  th e t i m e  o f  thy n ativi ty ! " 

" A  d evil , a bo r n  d evi l ,  o n  'l-7h o s e  natur e 
Nurtur e c an n e v er s tic k ; o n  who m  my p ai n s ,  
H um an ely t ak e n ,  all , all l o s t , qui t e lo s t ; 
And a s  �ri th age hi s b o d y  ugli e r  gr o '\ors , 
S o  hi s mind c ank e r s  • • •  " 
P r o s p e r o · d e s c ri b e s C aliba n  i n  " Th e  T emp e s t " . 

JE liz.ab e th k e pt an e y e  o n  h e r  yo ung P rinc e o f  1v al e s ,  a s  sh e d i d o n  
, all thi n g s  g o in g  o n  i n  h er kingd o m . I t  had o n e  c om p e n s atio n f o r  
� Fr anci s , h e  wa s clo s e  t o  t h e  s e a t  o f  go v ernm e nt at all t im e s  and 

c o uld ,.,at ch t h e  f a s c in ati ng pl ay s  f o r  p o v!er and fam e which c o ntinually 
s wi rl e d  a r o un d  t h e  mighty mon ar ch . N o t  in all o f  hi s f i r s t  s i xt e e n 
y e ar s did F r a n c i s r e c ei v e  o n e  hint a s  t o  hi s t r u e  p ar e nt a g e , tho ugh th e 
t al e  o f  a s o n  t o  Elizab e th and L e i c e st er wa s s till making i t s  way about 
t h e  k i n g d om . It c aM e  to th e e ar s  o f  young R o b e rt C e cil , s o n  o f  Qu e en 
Elizab e th ' s  S e cr et ary o f  S t a t e , L o r d  B u r l eigh .  Thi s yo u th ful p ar agon 
o f  evi l d et e rmin e d  t o  hav e th e t r u th o f  i t  f r o m  th e li p s  o f  th e Qu e en ,  
h er s e l f !  

. . 

The r e i s  n o  i n di c at i o n  in t h e C yph e r  S t o ry that C e cil had prio r 
k n o "rl e d g e  f o r  s ur e  t 4 at Fr anci s B a c o n  wa s th e P rin c e  o f  l\'al e s ,  but wh e n  
th e r ev elati o n  c a" e  Fr a ri c i s wa s · at c o u r t  and h e a r d  the Qu e en Y s  o u t r ag e d  
c o n f e s si o n  · o f _ her Mo th e rho o d  • . C e c i l  t ri c k e d  h e r i nto i t  t o  r e v e n g e  
Eliza b e th ' s  s li gh ting r e f er �n c e s  t o  hi s hun c hba c k e d  d e f o rmiti e s ,  s o  well 
d e s c r i b e d  · by Fr anci s i n  the W b r d  C yph e r . 

"Hi s h e a d , by i t s o wri weight and h e avi n e s s ,  
Turni ng hi s n e c k  o v e r o n  � n e  sid e ,  
And u p o n  it h e  h a d  a "o l e ,  a s an gui n e  s t ar 
T h a t  wa s a m ar k  o f  wo n d er . 
Hi s limbs wer e s o  abo rtiv e ,  d e f e c t iv e and lo o s e j oint e d  
That h e  s t agg e r s i n  hi s f e e bl e  s t e p . 
T aking n o t e  o f  hi s abho r r e d  a s p e c t  and b e a o t ly ,  
P r o digi o u s f a c e ,  wom e n  wer e a s  a fr ai d  o f  him 
A s  o f  the d e vi l .  • • 

I f  they by chanc e b e  l e ft alo n e  wi th him 
T h e y  sho r t ly we e p  and ho wl . "  

21 ! s aw him o n c e br e ak i nt o  a m a d  p a s sio n at e  s p e e ch ," vt wri. t e s  F r a n c i s 
" An d  ent r e at th e qu e en to d i smi s s  th em f r om th e c o urt ! "  
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But s h e  c o n d o l e d  hi s mi shap and smi l � n g  t o  C ec i l  s ai d , " Th ey ar e 
a c ompany o f  fo o l s �  L e t  th em l au gh and b e  merr y .  Th ey would r ather 
l o s e  a fri end t h e n  a j e s t .  G o d  i n  h e av e n ,  man ,  you no c au s e  t o  c omplai n . 
Th ey wo uld mak e m e  t h e  $Ub j e c t  o f  c a lumny , f o r  want o f  c h ang e . '� 

Th en Eli z ab e t h  c al l s  t o  h er o n e  o f  h e� f ai r  c om p any , th e d aught er 
of Lo rd S c al e s .  

" Thi s  go o d  g entl eman i s  n o t  a sh am e d  t o  c on f e s s that h e  t ak e s  i n fi n­
i t e d e li ght i n  s i n gi n g ,  d an ci n g ,  mu si c ,  woman ' s  c omp any and such lik e 
p l e a s ur e s ,  ther e f o r e , h e  wou l d s t  h av e  th e e  d an c e .  And fai r  g o d d e s s ,  
fall n o t  d e ep i n  l o v e  wi th him . n 

"D o e s  th e l arrb l o v e  th e wo l f ? " s ai th th e l ady . " Gi v e  m e  g o o d  ex­
cu s e ,  m ad am ,  f o r  I am si c k  and c apab l e o f  f e ar s . I f  h e  wer e hut gr im 
I wo uld no t c ar e .  I th e n  lvo u l d  b e  c o n t ent , fo r t h en I s h o ul d  l o v e  him . 
But a s  all may wi tn e s s ,  h e  i s  f ai r . "  

Ti ckl e d wi th thi s g o o d  answer th e Qu e en s ai d ,  " H e i s  a h appy Man ; 
t ak e  hi s arm and go along wi th him ; en j o y th e bri gh t n e s s  o f  thi s c le ar 
li ght. and tho s e  nimb l e  f e et . "  

Fr an c i s o b s er v e d  t o  him s e l f  " a  b l o w  wi th a wo r d  s.tri k e s  m o r e d e e ply 
th an a b l o "' wi t h  a s wo r d "  and kn ew t h a t  ·c e c i l  wa s mo r e  gal l ed wi th hi s 
r oyal mi s t r e s s 9 e s wi t t h an h e  wa s wi th hi s m er ry c o M p ani o n .  H e  went 
l'li t h  · ·th e· po or mai d ,  and bur i ed in s i l enc e , �  s t o o d  li k e · a b l a s t ed tr e e  
amon g s t  them . 

Tho s e  b e auti ful gi r l s  i n  c o n s t ernat i o n  li k e  b a sh ful , s o l i t ar y ,  
timo r o u s  bi r d s ,  avo i d e d  C eci l .  Th ey b r o k e  away from h i m  a s  i f  h e  wer e  
a mad d o g .  

C .e ci l ,  wh o fr om th e h�ur o f  hi s bi r th wa s weak , s i c k ly and d e f o rme d , 
s t o o d  l i k e  a h apl e s s  wr e t ch , mi s s h a p e d  and su l l en k n av e ,  plung e d  i n  
m el an cho ly whi l e  hi s · c ompani o n s  wer e  bu si ly di s c o ur s i n g  b ehind hi s b a c k . 
Al l d e f·o r:m e d  p e r s o n s  ar e exc e edi n g· b o ld ,  fir s t  i n  th e i r  own d e f enc.e a s  
b ei n g  expri s ed t �  s c o r n }  but i n  pr o c e s s  o f  t i m e  � y  a g en er a l  h abi t ; al s o  
i t  s ti r r eth in · th em i n du � t r y /  and i s p.e ci al ly th e kind t o  l-Jat c h  and o b ­
s erve th e we akn e s s  o f  o th er s ,  th'at th ey · may h av e  s om ewh a t  t o  r e pay . And 
thi s foul d evi l ,  C e c i l ,  wa s as h ar d -h e ar t e d ,  unna tur al a mo n s t er a s  
the d evi l and hi s mi ni s � er s  n e ed h av e . 

Cunni n gly h e  d evi s e d a way t o . b e  r ev en g e d  upon the s o f t , s i l ly 
mai d and at t h e  s am e  ti m e  hims e l f  t o  b e  h o no r ed and hi ghly ma gni fi ed . 
Thi s m o n s t er o f  a man tri c k e d . hi s fair c o m pani o n  i n to j i b e s  at t h e  lTO r th 
and h o n o r  o f  th e Qu e en . At l'lhi ch h e  thund e r e d  out in a bi g v oi c e for 
all t o  h e ar . 

"All thi s c o n d emn s you t o  th e d e at h  to· s o  much di shonour th e f ai r  
Qu e en ! "  

T h e  c ol'l.pl exi o n  o f  th e mai d c h al) g e d  from p a l e t o  r ed ,  from r ed t o  
pal e . A s  fal c on t o  th e lur e f l e w  th e Qu e en t o  C e c i l  t o  a sk wh at h e  � a d  
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h e ar d  ab o ut i t . 

"Mad am , thi s i nno c ent and pur e  mo d el ,  mo v e d  f o r  l o v e  o f  th e e �  t o l d  
m e  thou ar t a n  ar r an t  who r e  an d t h a t  t h o u  b o r e a s o n  t o  n o b l e  L ei c e s t er .  
I pr ay thou giv e h er c h a s t i s em e nt . Ei t h e r  th ou mu s t ,  o r  hav e thy h o n o r  
s o i l ed wi th th e a t t ai nd er o f  h e r  s l and er o u s  li p s . "  

H o ly S t . Mi c h a el wh at a c han g e  wa s h er e !  A s  a p ai nt e d  tyr ant t h e  
Qu e en s t o o d  a n d  li k e  a n eutr a l  t o  h er wi l l  a n d  m at t er d i d  no thi ng . B u t  
a s  y o u  o ft en s e e  a g ai n st s om e  s to rm a s i l en c e i n  th e h e av en s ,  th e wr a ck 
s t an d s s ti ll ,  th e b o l d wi nd s s p e e c hl e s s  and t h e o r b  b e l o w  a s  hu sh e d  a s  
d e ath , an o n  th e dr e a d ful thund �r do t h  r en d  t h e  r e gi o n .  S o , u p o n  mi n e  
h o no r , y o u  s h o ul d  h av e  h e ar d  th e gr e at Qu e en r o �r a g ai rt s t  � h e  f ai r  d au-
gh t e r  of Lor d S c al e s .  · 

"By H o ly Go d thou l i e s t ,  di sho no r ab l e ,  v1 c 1 o u s  wen c h ! 
W e  wer e  marri e d  t o  L ei c e s t er by a fri ar 
A tri e d  h o ly man -- and i f  o ur d e ar l o v e  
W e r e b u t  th e c hi ld o f  s t a t e ,  i t  should b e  t o l d . 
Th e wor ld should kn o w  o ur l o v e . 
Our ma s t er and o ur k in g  o f  m en . 
Sm al l glory d o et t h o u  wi n 
T o  fr ame thi s pub li c ,  f oul r epr o ac h . 
B eh o ld t h e  o p en s h am e  which 
Unt o us thi s d ay i s  wr o u gh t 
By such n s  h a t e th e h o n o r  o f  o ur n am e . 
And sh alt thou d o  h im sham e ?  
B y  Go d ,  we wi l l  c ut an d mi n c e  
Th e  thr o a t  t h a t  d o th c al l  u s · a c o mmon wh or e !  
Li k e  t o  a Turki sh mut e 
Thou s h al t  h av e  a t on gu e l e s s  m o uth . "  

Shr eiki n g ,  Mi s t r e s s  S c al e s  tur n e d  and f l � d and ch a s i n g  a f t er h e r  
i n  r a g e and m al i c e  b o und e d  E li z ab e t h ,  h er sunny l o c k s  j ounc i ng d o wn o v er 
h er t empl e li k e  a go ld en fl e e � e .  I n  h o t  pur sui t  o f  th e t erri fi ed gi r l  
t h e  Qu e en ac tually r an o u t  o f  h er g o wn b u t  unh e c di n_g s p e d  a l o n g  i n  h er 
shi ft , th e c our t eri er s s c a t t er i n g  b e fo r e th e� li k e  fr i ght en ed qu ai l • . 

Th e gi r l  s l i p p e d  and f e l l , l yi n g  mo t i o nl e s s  on th e f l o o r . T o  s h ame h er 
fur ther Eli z ab e th gr a sp e d  th e gi r l 9 s  s k i r t  and f li p p e d  i t  u p ,  expo s i n g  
all , t h en gr a s p e d  h er hai r i n  b o th h and s an d b an g ed h er h e ad o n  th e 
f lo o r , s c r e ami n g  an d s we ari n g .  

n r • 11 unh ai r thy h e ad ; th o u  sh alt 
Be whi p t  wi t h  wi r e  and s t e wed i n  bri·n e ,  
Smai' ting i n  lin g er i n g  pi c k l e . 
! 1 1 1  s purn thi n e  eye s l i k e  b al l s b e fo r e  m e  
I wi l l  t e a c h  t h e e  t o  s l and er m e  - -
T h o u  h a st  l i v e d  t o o  l o n g . "  

Sui t i n g  h er a c t i o n  t o  h er nur d er o u s  r a g e  Eli z ab e th r o s e  f r om a s tri d e  
t h e  gi r l  t o  gr a s p  for a d ag g er i n  th e b e l t  o f  a n e arby c o ur ti er . T h e  
g i r l  e s s ay e d  t o  r i s e  and fl e e  a gai n but Eli z ab e th wa s o n  h er a n d  d o wn 
th ey wen t  o n  th e s li p p ery flo o r , the Qu e en s t r i k i n g  a t  t h e  s n o W\\rhi t e  
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br e a s t s ,  th e gi r l  pl e ad i n g  fo r m er cy a s  she t wi s t ed and turned fro m th e 
fury e Eli z ab e th h e e d e d  h er n o t  but b e c au s e  o f  th e s li p p ery flo o r  whi c h  
would no t l et h er s t and t o s s ed t h e  d a g g er a si d e  and s t amp ed at th e gi r l 9 s  
br e a s t s . Th e p o o r  c r e atur e s wo o ned fr om pai n  - and s h o c k  and l ay th er e 
lik e a weary l amb . 

Si xt e en-ye ar o ld Fr an c i s B a c o n  wa s pr e s en t  at · thi s pa gan s c en e ,  
whi ch t o o k  plac e s ome t im e  i n  . S e pt emb er ; 1 5 7 6  • . \""i th th e r e s t  o f  th e 
c o urt h e  st o o d  th er e i n  pai nful s i l e nc e �  t e ar s in hi s eye s t o  s e e  - such 
wr on g . · 

" I  swear min e  e ar s n e 9 er h P, ar d  such y e l l s ,  n o r  m�n e  ey e s  such fury 
an d c on fu s i o n ,  h o r r i b l e .  Tho-q. shou,ld s t  h av e  s e en t h e.  p o o r  mai d '� s  b l o o d  
p ai n t  t h e  gr o und , b l e eding fro m  t h e  li p s . "  

R e s o luti on o v er c omi n g  th e traini n g  o f . th e young c o ur ti e r  h e  b r a v e d  
t h e  h at e ful ma sk o f  d e a t h  ·and mo v e d  t o  th e Qu e en ' s  si d e i  t o u ch ed h er arm . 

" F ai r Qu e en. ,  I ki s s  yo ur highn e s s ' h an d . S e e ,  s e e , .  oh  s e e wha t  thou 
hast d o n e ! P au s e  i n  G o d ' s  n ame f Be  not as  b arb ar ou s  a• a Rornan o r  a 
Gr e ek .  Go od mad am , p at i en c e .. May n o t  I r emov e  th e mai d en ? "  

Th e wr a th o f  t h e  enr ag e d  Qu e en a n  e ar th quak e f e l l  o n  yo ung B a c o n ' s  
h ead and a ll hi s gl o r i e s  i n  that woman h e  � o r ev er l o s t . Sh e · turn ed o n  
him wi th t hund er i n  h er vo i c e . 

" H o ,., n o w, th o u  c o ld b l o o d e d s l av e , 
Wi l t  thou fo r s ak e  thy m o the r  
And c h a s e  h er h o no r up an d d o wn ?  
Cur s t  b e  t h e  t i m e  o f  thy n a ti vi ty ! 
I wo uld th e mi lk t h e  nur s e  gav e th e e  
Wh en thou su c k s t  �er br e a s t  
H ad b e e n a li t t l e  r at s b an e . 

· I S:!!l .!!!:t vli l  t th ou s t o o p  n o w  
And thi s go o d  gi r l. t ak e  a lvay. f r o m  m e ? "  

Am az e d ,  humi li a t e d , · agha s t ,  a s to und e d �  th e youth s t o o d  t h er e ,  s p e e ch -
l e s s  • . Again th e Qu e en .a s s ai l ed him wi th . t h e  b i t t e r  t ru t h . 

" S l av e 1 t am thy mo t h e r . 
Thou mi gh t e s t  b e  an emp er o r , but th a t  I wi l l  n o t  
B e wr ay who s e  s o n  t h o u  ar t ; 
N o r  th o u gh wi th h o n o r e bl e  p ar t s  
'fho u  ar t a d o r n e.d ,  wi ll - I mak e t h e e gr e a t  
Fo r f e ar thy s elf s hould pr o v e  
My c om p e ti t <;> r  a n d  gov ern En gl and a n d  m e . "  

. .  

Wi th sho c k  pi l e d  on sho c k , t h e  youth ' s  l e g s  gav e  way b en eath him 
and h e  s ank t o  the fl o o r . 

" Fo o l ! U nnatur a l , in gr at e.fu l - boy 1 "  snarl e d  th e Qu e en .  " D o e s  ·i t  
curd thy bl o o d to . h ear. m e  s ay: I am thy mo t b e r ? n  
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N o  wo r d  o f  thi s wa s  l o s t  o n  th e yo u n g  I t a l i an j ew, C e c i l ,  s t an d i n g  
c l o s e  by , wr a pp e d  i n  t h e  s i l en c e of hi s angry s ou l . A s  El i z a b e th 
s t o o p e d  o v e r  Fr anci s t o  s ay " T h ou ar t my s o n '' , th e f ury ef hi s h e a r t  
i n  hi s d e f o rm e d  f a c e  p o r t r ay e d , b u t  h e  s h u t  u p  hi s c h o l er i n  s e c r e t  
though t s  a n d  b e g an t h o s e  d e e p  e n g en d er e d  p l an s  t h a t  ki n d l e d  i nt o  f l am e  
a t  Lo r d  E s s ex 9 e s d e a t h  y e ar s l a t e r  a n d  b l o c k e d  f o r ev e r  F r an ci s ' p ath 
to the thr o n e . R o b e r t  C e c i l m o v e d  c l o s e r to th e Qu e en .  

" I  am v ery s or ry thi s Mi s h a p h a s  o c cu r r e d . n  

Th e Qu e e n c omp o s e d  h er s e l f  s om ewh a t , " Th e  m a t t e r  i s  a t  an e nd . "  

" I  wi l l t a!( e di s h o n o r u p om m e  and s o  y o ur h o n o r  i s  s av e d . n  

" Si r , '' s h e  r e p l i e d  t o  t h e  hunch b a c k e d  t o a d , " Th a t  c an I n o t  d o  wi th 
rny h o n o r  and you l e s s wi t h y o u r s . "  

·H e r  b lu n t  r e p l y  c o nf u s e d  t h e d evi l i s h  s ch em er b u t  f o r  a momen t . 
"A pri n c e s s  o f  s u c h  g r e a t  p o l i cy ,  pr o f o u n d  j ud g ement and r e put a t i o n  
s h o u l d  n o t gi v e  a b r o a d  t o  th e wo r ld · s u c h  a f am e ,  f o r  yo u wi l l  b e  t h o u ght 
t h e  l ady i n t o  t h e  d i s pu t e  f o r  th e pr e s e r v a ti o n  of y o ur h o n o r , bu t i f  t h e  
c h a r g e  i s  c a s t u p o n  m e  o f  r ai s i n g  u p  thi s b r o i l ,  th e l ad y  wi l l  i m pu t e  
i t  t o  m y  r a g e  a n d  n o  o n e  wi l l  g o  hi gh e r . "  

" I  t el l  th e e , l e t m e  h e ar n o  m o r e ! " c omman d e d  Eli z ab e th .  " Sh e  
h a t h  di s h o n o r e d m e ; a n d  i f  S h e  h a th f o r g o t t h e h ono r a n d  vir tu e  o f  h e r 
s o v e r e i gn ,  I wi l l  b ani s h  h e r  c oM � an y  an d gi v e  h e r  a s  a p r ay t o  th e l aw 
and s h am e . Lo a k  th ou , '' s h e  turn ed h e r b a l e fu l  gl a r e o n  Mi s t r e s s S c al e s ,  
s ti l l  n a k e d  and b l e e d i n g o n  t h e  f l o o r , bu t ·n o w  c o n s ci o u s ,  " th e s e  s o u l  
o f f end e r s th at d e f i l e  n o b i l i ty a n d  m y  h o n o r s h a l l  b e  puni sh e d . "  

" B u t  f ai r  Qu e e n , " o b j e c t e d C e ci l b o l d ly a g �i n ,  "i f y o u  wi l l  u s e · 
your s c e p tr e n o t t o  c o n t r o l  but t o  ki l l , t h e  wo r l d  wi l l  qu e s t i o n  your 
wi s d om . "  

n r r o u b l e m e  n o  m o r e , " s ai d  th e Qu e e n .  
" I  d o  r e pu t e  yo u e v e r y  o n e  MY f o e s . 

I Y l l p a r d o n  h er , b u t  w e n ch , 
T a k e  h e e d ! T ak e  h e e d ! 
S u c h  a s  t h o u  d i e s  mi s e r a bly . 
W e  h a v e  art i l l - d e vi ni n g  s o ul , 
And ei th e r  our eye s i gh t  f ai l s  u s , . o r  we , m e thi nk s ,  
S e e  th e e  n o w  a s  l o w  
A s  o n e  i n d e e d  i n  t h e  b o t t o m o f  t h e t omb . 
T h o u  mum b l i n g  f o o l ,  
U t t er thy gr avi ty o t e r  a go s s i p ' s  b o wl ,  
For h e r e we n e e d  i t  n o t .  
Gr e a t  Go d ,  a l l  o ur c a r e h a th b e en 
T o  h av e  t hi s s e cr e t  hi d !  
And n o w t o  h av e  a ''�r e t c h e d , puli n g  f o o l  
A whi ni n g  m amrn e t  i n  . h er f o r t un e s  t en d e r

' 

T e l l  i t  i n  c om p any o f  t h e  who l e  c o ur t ? 
' 

T h o u  s h a l t  n o t h o u s e  wi th m e . 
• 

D r y  thi n e  e y e·s a n d  g o , g e t  th e e  h en c e !  
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I wi l l  p a r d o n . th e e ,  b u t , my l ady wi s do m , 
\v e h o "' e  thou wi l t  h o l d  thy t o n g u e  
A n d  i � t go o d  p�u d e n c e 
Smat t er . thy . g o s s i p . G o ; s p e a k  n o t ,  
N o r  ans wer u s  n o t ;  o r b y  thi s h a n d  
W e  wi l l  y e t  t e a c h . t hy t o n g u e 
P r o p er wi s d o'M. . An d t h o u , my s o n ,  
Th ou f o o li s h chi l d ,  a p a c k  o f  bl e s s i n g s  
Li gh t u p o n  thy b a ck . 
S p e ak thou no t o f  th i s  
T h a t  t h ou h a s  h e ar d , b u t  g o . 
S p e ak n o t ; b e g o n e ! I d e s i r e  th e e  
T o  . k n o w  n o  m o r e . " 

I • .  • 

But t h e n  thi s evi l m o n s t e r. h e a p e d  an o th er cur s e  u p o n  p o o r F r a n c i s '  
h e a d , ?t'Lo o k , l e t  t hy li p s  r o t  o f f  e ' er th o u  s p e ak o f  thi s .  G e t  you 
g o n e ! " 

S t up e f i e d , th e P r i n c e  o f  W a l � s  r o s e ,  t ur n e d  a n d  wi t h  ey e s  b li n d e d  
b y  t e ar � t o o k  hi s un c er t a i n  s t e p s  fr om t h e  c o ur t . O n c e  f r e e  o f  th e 
p �l a c e  h e . hur r i e d  c i ty-wor d ,  t o  Y o rk H ou s e  hi s . h om e . H e  h ad bu t on e 
though t  i n  mi nd , U t t er ly d i s r e g �r d i n g  t h e  Qu e en ' s  s t e r n  c o �mand t o  
k e e p a s i l e n t  t o n gu e  h e  s ou gh t  o u t  hi s s u p p o s e d m o th er , L ady . Ann e  B a c o n ,  
and th e n o b l e g en t l e� an h e  t h ou gh t  hi s f a th er . 

Ag o ni z i n g wer e t h e  t h o u gh t s . t h a t  c our s e d thr ou.gh th e b oy ' s  h ea r t a s  
h e  r an t o  tha t . Go thi c m�n s i o n  o n  th e S t r and . " I ' l l t e l l  � o t h er o f  t h e  
c r u e l ty o f  o u r  · s o v er ei gn Q:u e en .  H er d e li c a t e  t e nd e r n e s s  wi l l  fi n d  i t •  
s e l f  a bu s ed b y  t h e  f a l s e  wo� an t h a t  g o v e r n s  thi s war l i k e  i s l e .  I t  i s  
p r e p o s t er ou s  to l o s e . My n o th er wi th th e pr e t e n s e o f  th i s  Qu e e n ,  t hi s 
s u b t l e  l o ck � n d  k ey o f  vi l l ai n o u s  s e c r e t s . H er s t o ry i s  o u t r a g e ou s . 
H o w  wa s I c o n c e a l e d ? S o . k i n d a f a th er a s· Pl.i n e  wou l d  n o t  hi d e  wha t  I h av e  
h e a r d . N ei t h er . h e  n o r  m o th e r  s o  r i c h ,  s o  w e l l  a l li e d ,  f o r tun a t e a n d  
h appy , c o n c o c t e d  wi th th e Qu e e n thi s d r e a d fu l  i nv en ti o n  t o  d el u d e a n d  
d i s h o n o r  Tl1 e . n  

H e  � ur s t  h e a d l o ng i n t o  t h e h all t o  f i nd L ady Ann e r e ad y  t o  l e av e . 

" Mad am , I "'o u l d  s p e ak t o  y o u  o n  m a.t t er o f  gr e a t  m o m e n t  t o  b o th o f  

u s ! "  h e  excl aiM e d . " Th e r e f o r e I pr ay y o u  r e tur n . "  

" S o n , " s ai d  s h e , " I  g o  but t o  r i d e ,  a n d  s h o r t ly s h a l l  b e  b a c k . 'vi l l  

i t  n o t  b e  tim e  t h e n· t o  t e l l  m e ? n  

tt No t s o , m a d am ;  your h o n o r  a n d  mi n e · i s  qu :e s t i o n ed � I c an n o t  wai t .  

I h av e  vow�d t o  und er s t an d  t h e  r e f er e n c e o f  t h e  Qu e en and c l e ar y o ur 

r e pu t a ti o n  and my h o n o r  a t  o n c e z n · 

" H o l d , r a s h  i n t e r m e d d li n g  b oy ! i' S h e  g l an d e d a � t h e  s er v an t s pr e ­

s e nt . n F o l l o w  m e  t o  my wi th d r awi n g  r o om . " 

I n  s i l en c e t h ey p a s s e d i n t o  .h e r  l a dy s hi p ' �  s tu dy . 

h t ? L e t t r u ly h e ar wh a t  s c an d al n N o w ,  wh a t  av e you t o  s ay o m. e . 
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h a t h  thi s f l am e  k i nd l e d . "  

Th e f air y o u n g  p r in c e  d r o pp e d  o n  hi s kn e ,e · b e for e h er an d hun g hi s 
h e a d  i n  emb arr a s sm en t .  

" P ar d o n  � e ,  m a d am .  T o d ay t h e Qu e en t o l d  tn. e s h e  i s  my mo t h e r and 
not you . n  

"lvhat ? lvh at ' s  th e m at t er wi t h  t hi s d i s t eM p e r e d  Qu e en ? "  exc l ai m e d  
L ady Ann e i n  angry a s t o ni shment . " D i d s h e  s ay I a�r� n o t t hy :m o th e r ? "  

" Ay e ,  rn a.d am .  n 

" Fi e ,  s i r , f i e ! T h o u  l i e s t ! H a s t  t h o u  n o t  mi s un d e r s t o o d  h er 
wo r d s ? "  B u t  e v en a s  s h e  s p o k e t h e  t e l l - t a l e  t e ar s  o f  a n g e r  and humi l i ­
ati o n  f l o o d e d  h er ey e s . 

" I n d e e d , mad am ,  I f e ar no t , " r e pli e d  Fr an c i s s t o u t ly .  

i1 T h o u  k n o w·e s t  b e t t e r ,  n s h e  s ai d  a s  s h e  summoned h e a r t  an d Pii n d  t o  
si l e n c e  Fr anci s '  b l a z i n g c ur i o s i ty an d s h am e . " Mak e t hy p e a c e  f o r  mov­
i n g rn e  t o  r a g e .  H e r s o n ?  Ah , f al s e ,  d e c ei t fu l , d o u b l e - ey e d  woman , 
s h e  r e s p e c t s n o t  h e r  wor d ,  b e t r ayi n g  un t o  hi m t h at "(vhi c h  u p o n  h e r  s a c r e d  
h o n o r  s h e  �ri t h  d e e p  o a th s  h ad s wo r n  t o  k e e p . n 

Lady Ann e  v s ey e s  �Te r e  n o t  u p o n  Fr an c i s n o w  b u t  u p o n  th at wi nt er 
d ay ,  s i xt e en y e ar s e ar l i er ,  wh en th e n e w l i t t l e  P r i n c e  o f  'v al e s  wa s 
h i d d en i n  th e b o x  a s  s h e  b o r e  him h o m e  t o  thi s v ery h o u s e  o n  t h e  S tr and . 

"Hh en sh e di d g i v e  him m e  s h e  f: '\\ro r e  n ev e r  t o  r ev e al i t ! "  

Fr an ci s wa s i n s i s t e n t . Wh a t  wer e t h e e v en t s  o f  s i xt e en y e ar s a g o n e  
t o  .!hi s a l l  i m p o r t an t  J'l'l.orn e n t . 

1' I cr av e  y o ur p ar d o n , m a d am ,  
I am c o m e  t o  kn o w  th e s e c r e t  o f  my chi l d h o o d . 
W er e  y o u  b o t h my m o t h e r s ?  
Y o u  d o  n o t  s p e ak ?  
I s  v t s o ?  I s  · my h o n o r e d  n aM.e o f  n o  no t·e ?  
0 ,  t h e  bl e s t  g o d s !  o ,  th e s h arn:e o n  V t !  
I mu s t  d i e ;  I c an n o t b e a� s u c h  d i s h o n o r � 
I c an l o o k no Pl. an i n  th e f ac .e a g ai n . n 

T h e g o o d  L ady An n e  turn e d  p a l e at h i s d e nunci a t i on s ,  s e ar c hi n g  i n  
v ai n  f o r  wo r d s  t o  r i gh t a wr o n g b ey o n d  any p o s s i bi li ty o f  r i gh ti n g  a s  
th e young P r i n c e  p r e s s e d  h er f o r  t h e  t r u t h . 

n n o  you c on f e
.
s s  I am n o t your s o n ?  

Wh a t  d o  y o u  !{n o w? H er e o n  r1 y  kn e e  
I c h ar g e  yo u a s  h e av e n sh all wo r k  i n  m e  
F o r  yo ur avai l ,  t e l l  m e  t r u l y  
\vh e th er , g o o d  m a d am ,  y o u  ar e m y  m o th er . 
C om f o r t M e .  C u t  no t o f f  MY g o o d  n am e .  
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Am I. p o s s e s s e d wi th an adul t e r ou s b l o t ?  
I s  m y  b l o o d  mi n g l e d  wi t h  t h e  c r im e  o f  lu s t ?  
Y o u  s e e  m e  h er e s o  full o f  g r i e f ,  
Why wi l l  y o u  n o t  an s we r ? 
Ar e y o u  d e a f an d

_ 
dumb ? "  

1i i kn o w no t h o w  t o  m a k e  y e  s u d d enly an an s we r  i n  s u ch a p o i n t  o f  
wei ght s o  n e ar mi n e  h o n o r , "  th e L a dy pr o t e s t e d ,  but t h e you n g P r i n c e 
g a� e h er no - - r e s pi t e .  

H P l ay m e  n o t  f a l s e .  K e ep f ai r  l e a gu e wi t h  m e . Y o u  ar e a l ady ; 
l e t  m e  no t li v e  d i s d ai n e d ,  d i � � o n o r e d . I c an n o t t am e l y  b e ar i t .  I f  
i t  b e  t h at y o u  ar e no t rny m o th e r , I h ad r at h er h av e  y o u  t � l l  m e  t h an 
l e t my e a t  my ·h e ar t ou t  i n  bi tt e r  g r i e v i n g . "  

H o w  y o u t h f u l l y  b r av e  but h o w  u t t e r l y  h o p el e s s  wa s t h e  c a s e an d 
c au s e  o f  Fr an ci s B a c o n  a t  s ixt e en .  M e r c i fu l ly ,  t h e fut u r � wa s hi d d e n  
t o  him . L a dy Ann e  d e ci d e d t o  m a t c·h h i m  i n  d i r e c t n e s s .  

n :t o u  wi l l  n o t  r e l i s h  th e t ru t h . "  

79 T h e n  t h e  Qu e en d i d  E.Q.! l i e ? '' T h e s h o c k ,  t h e  s h am e ,  t h e h o r r o r  o f  
Eli z ab e t h V s  m ani a c a l fur y  i n  t h e c ou r t  a w e p t  b a c k  o v e r  him , o nly t o  b e  
r e l e a s e d  i n  o n e  l o n g  ti r ad e a g ai n s t  her an d hi s o wn bi t t e r f o r tun e·. 

" O h ,  unna tur a l  M o t h e r , 
Thy fl e s h b e in g s tr ump e t e d ,  I d o  d i g e s t  poi s o n .  
I wo u l d  g o  t o  h e l l  c o u l d  I � u t  · - ·  

In t h e wo r l d  b en e a t h  f o r g e t  t h i s l o s s  o f  r e pu t a ti o n !  
- An d ye t ,  O h  t h o u  gr e a t G o d ! 

I d o  d e s i r e  T h e e ,  e v en fr om a h e ar t 
A s  f u l l  o f  s o r r o w a s  t h e  s e a o f  s an d s ,  
T h a t  th o u  by th � fi gur e s  o f  s om e  h i d d en ar t 
T r a n s f o rm m e  f r o m  thi s f l e s h ,  
T h a t  I rn ay l i v e  t o l o o k  o n  a l l - t h e i r  d e a th s t · 
Oh l e t  h er d i e wi t h  e v e r y  j o i n t  a wo un d ! 
Oh unh ap py s o n ,  d i s h o n o r e d  i n  t hy s t o c k -
L e t  a l l  th e si gh s I br e a t h e  f o r  thi s di s gr a c e  
H an g  o n  my h e d g e s  l i k e e t er n al mi s t s ,  
A s  M our ni n g g ar m en t s  f o r  t h e i r  ma s t er e d d e a t h ! 
O p e n  e ar th ,  �n d · t a k e t hy mi s er ab l e  s o n  
I n t o  t h e  b o we l s o f  thy c ur s e d  w6mb 3 
O n c e i n  a s ur f ei t  t h o u  d i d s t  s p e w  him · f o r th ; 
N o w  f o r  f e l l  hun g er s u c k  him i n  a g ai n ,  
And b e  hi s b o d y p o i s o n - t o  t hy v ei n s . 
F al s e  b o di ng wom an ,  t h o u  tyr an t o f  th e l and 
B o l s t eri n g  thy h a t e fu l  h e a d  u p on th e thr o n e 
Th a t  G o d  un1·Jo r t hi ly h a th b l e s s e d th e e  wi t h  
Oh G o d ! L ay i t  a s  l o w  a s  h e l l . 

' 

S e t thy a ngry s o ul u p o n  h er \d n g s , 
An d l e t h er f l y  i n t o  t h e  sh ad e o f  d e at h . 
C l o t h e  t h e  s un v s  s ph er e wi th a t r i pl e fi r e . · 
S o o n er t h an hi s c l e ar eye 
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S h o u l d  s u f f er s t ai n  o r  b e  o f f end e d  
\v i t h  s i gh t  o f  thi s d e t e s t e d ,  h a t e fu l , wi. t h e r e d  b a g ! "  

L ady Ann e f i n al ly r ai s e d h er h an d  i n  pr o t e s t . 

" S t ay ,  h av e  do n e ! End thy fr anti c c ur s e ,  l e s t  t o  t hy h arm t h o u  
m o v e  G o d ' s  i m p a t i e n c e . "  A s  h e  mo v e d  t Q  cur s e  E li z ab et h  a g a i n  s h e 
p l a c ed h er h and o v e r  h i s li p s . " Fo o l ! Fo_ o l ! T h o u  wh e t t e s t  a k n i f e  
t o  ki l l  t hy s e l f . "  

Fr an c i s s wu n g  hi s h e ad away fr om h er r e s tr ai n i n g  h an d  and b ur i e d  
hi s f a c e i n  hi s arm s o n  t h e  ch �i r b e s i d e  h er . 

" Ah ,  wh o s h a l l  h i n d er m e  , t o  ,,aj. l and we e p ,  t o  c hi d e  my f o r t un e  
and t o rm ent my s el f ?  I ' l l  j o i n  wi th b l a � k  d e s p ai r  a g ai n s t  my s o u l  and 
to mys e l f  b e  an e n emy . "  

" I  mu s t  t el l  you yo u t o  n o t  u nd e r s t an d  y o ur s el f ,  b o y .  \-!h a t  m e an s  
t hi s s c en e  o f  r u d e i m p at i e n c e ? Y o u hav e br e a t h e d  a g ai n s t  you r s e l f  a 
c ur s e .  Y o u  may n o t li v e  your n atur a l  a g e  b e c au s e  y o u  t ai n t  thu s t h e  
h o n o r  o f  y o u r  mo th er wi t h  y ou r  c h arM . Bu t I h o p e  c ur s e s  n ev er pa s s  
b ey o n d  t h e  li p s  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  b r e a t h e  t h em . " 

" I  wi l l  no t t hi nk b u t  t h ey a.s c end t h e  s k y ,  n h e  ar gu e d , " an d  t h er e  
awak e G o d ' s  g en t l e  s l e e pi n g  p e a c e . "  

" F o o l ! Li k e  th e f o o l  o f  I sr a e l , gr ac e l e s s  Ab s al o m , yo u wi l l  b e  
u s e d who by j o v e ' s  j u s t  d o om hi s l i f e  c lo s e d ' twi xt h e av en a n d  e ar th . " 

What pr o ph e t i c wo r d s  t h o s e  wer e th e L a dy Ann e  u t t er e d ; th e P r i n c e 
o f  \val e s  wou l d  b e  u s e d by j ov e  i n  a l o n g ,  l o n g  l i f e  f u l l  o f  all b i t t er ­
n e s s  b e f o r e i t  e n d e d  n v t ,.li xt h e av e n  a n d  e ar th . "  An d thi s p r o ud b o y ,  
thi s g e ni u s  o f  a l l  t h a t  wa s b e s t i n  En g l and , s aw him s e l f  a s  h e  t ru ly 
wa s ,  a b a s t ar d  wi t h o u t  naM e ,  f o r tu n e or h o n o r , the una c kn o wl e d g e d s o n  
o f  th e r ul e r  o f  th e l and . H e  r ai s e d him s e l f  s l o wly t o  h i s f e e t . 

"W e l l , m a d am ,  a t  rny d e ath l e t  h e aven f o r ev e r  we e p ,  �aki n g  hug e 
f l o o d  u p o n  t h e  l and I l e av e t o  r av i s h  t h em and t h e i r  f a i r e s t  fru i t s .  
And f o r  my v a n qui s h e d  h o no r  I wi l l  b e  t h e h e l l i s h  i n s t r um e n t  o f  h e av e n  
t o  c h a s e  all Pli s t s  a way . "  

Th e f ai n t e s t  o f  s mi l e s  p a s s e d L ady Ann e ' s  li p s  a t  t h i s yo u t h fu l  
c r y  o f  dr o '"ni n g  En g l an d  i n  t e ar s an d s h e  s ai d ,  " Fi e ,  t ak e  i t  n o t  s o  t o  
h ear t .  Y o u  n e e d n o t  f e ar d i s h o n o r . Y o ur f a t h er i s  a n o b l e g en t l eman 
wh o wa s pr o p er ly � ar ri e d  b y  l aw to t h e  Qu e en ,  b e f o r e  yo u ,  c hi l d ,  wer e 
p r i s o n e r  t o  h er womb . I ' l l  gi v e  yo u a c c e s s  t o  t h e  mi d wi f e  and t h e  d o c ­
t o r  wh o fr e e d a n d  e n fr an chi s e d y o u . " 

Sun shi n e  bur s t  thr o u gh Fr an c i s '  glo o m ,  th o u g h  t h e  h e s i t an c y  o f  d i s ­
b el i e f  wa s y e t  i n  h i s v oi c e .  7 1P r ay Go d you pr o v e  i t  s o . J.fo s t  h o no r ed 
m a d am ,  wh o i s  my fath e r ? "  

"A mi ghty pr i n c e o f  m o s t  r en o wn e d  r a c e ,  hi gh i n  t h e  c o ur t  o f  En g l an d . 
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and t o  gain his gr a c e g r e a t e s t  on e s  d o  su e • . O f  gr e at e st _ o n es h e  g r e at ­
e s t  i s  i n  d e e d a n d  wo r d  � - th e n o b l e  E ar l  o f  L ei c e s t e r . "  

awh er e wa s I b o r n ? u  

" I n  Wind s o r C a s t l e  • . I wa s mad e pr i vy t o : t h e . m ar r i a g e  o f  your 
mo th er , = and . wh en y o·u wer e b o r n  I s e c r e t l y  c o nv ey e d  y o u _ out o f  th e nup­
tial r o om in a r o und , p ai n t e d  box, · c ar r i e d . y o u  t o  my h o u s e  a n d  b r o u gh t  
y o u  up a s  my o wn . a 

nv.rhy was · I c o n c e a l e d ? U· . · · 

n rh e  v er y  f o r c e  o f  c i r cuMst an c e s  M a d e i t  im p o s s i b l e  f o r  Qu e en 
Eli z a b e t h  t o  · o wn yo u as h er s o n . Sh e c o u l d  n o t  d o  i t  wi t h o ut b e t r ay­
i ng the s e c r e t  o f  a v e r y  t er r i b l e  c r i m e  wh i ch ,  l e d on b y  th e gr e a t  but 
li c enti o u s  Syer1.our , s h e  c o:mrni t t ed wh e n  a gir l  .. " 

* * * 
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QU EEN ELI ZABETH 

A m a gn i fi c ent pr o p a gan di s t ,  B e s s  
d ev o t e d  mu ch o f  h er adu l t  l i f e  t o  
cu lti va ti n g  t h e  pub li c ima g e  o f  a 
Vir gi n Qu e en !  Bu t s h e h a d  h er f i r s t  
l o v e  af fair at e l ev en an d m any a f t e r  
t h a t . Sh e b o r e  at l e a s t  thr e e  
chi ldr en , t wo o f  t h em to R o b er t 
Du d l ey ,  Ear l o f  L ei c e st er . T h e  t wo 
wer e s e c r e t ly marr i e d  at th e Lon d o n  
hom e o f  th e E ar l  o f  P emb r o k e  o n ly a 
month b e fo r e  th e bi r th o f  th ei r fir s t  
s on ,  Fran ci s  B a c o n . Th e s e c on d  s o n ,  
R o b e r t  D ev e r e aux , E ar l o f  E s s ex ,  wa s 
born s ev er al ye ar s l a t e r . Eli z ab e th 
wa s so f e ar fu l  of l o s i n g  h er thr o n e 
t o  Fr anci s th at s h e  k e pt him un d er 
c lo s e sur v ei l l anc e ,  an d o u t  o f  pub ­
li c fav or , f o r  a s  l on g  a s  s h e  l iv e d . 

Eli z ab eth 

Dud l e y 

R O BERT DUD LEY , EARL O F  LEIC ESTER 

H e  wa s th e Qu e e n ' s  r oya l c on s o r t . 
From l o v e  o f  R o b er t ,  Qu e en B e s s  r ai s ­
e d  biro f r oM a no b o dy wi t h  a taint e d  
n a m e  t o  o n e o f  th e f o r emo s t  p e er s o f  
t h e  r e a l m ,  a po si t i o n  whi ch h e  o c cu­
pi e d  a l l  hi s adult li f e . T h o u gh th e 
n e e d o f  fr e sh am our s c au s e d  th e t wo 
to wan d e r  d o wn s ep ar a t e  l ov e  p a th s i n  
l a t er y e a r s ,  t h ey wer e d evo t e d  unti l  
th e end . I n  th e Cyph er S t ory Franci s 
s ay s  h e  e a r n e d  hi s f a th er ' s  h a tr e d  
early and t h u s  h a d  n o  suppo r t  fr om him 
t o war d th e t hr o n e or t o war d a pub li c 
c ar e er .  Wha t ev er Fr a n ci s B a c o n  ev en­
tu al ly b e c a� e  -- as Eng l and ' s  Lor d 
C h an c e ll o r  -- h e  o we d  t o  hi s o wn e f f­
or t s  and no t to hi s s e l fi s h and pr o ­
f l i g a t e  p ar ent s !  

· .  



CHAP T ER m! 

0 Th e . ho tt e s t  Bi t ch i n  Eur o p e ! " 

" 0  pi t� , V enu � ,  t h e . d e ar th o f  i o v e 
T h a t  I s t an d  i n  n e � d  o f ! "  

l ady. Ann e · t?o k  Fr �nci s b a c k · t o  t h e
.

t i m e
.

i n  1 5 4 4  wh en s h e  and E l i z a­
b e th wer e 1 n  th e 1 r  t e en s  a n d  s t ay1 n g  W1 th · t h e l a s t  o f  H en ry ' s  
wi v e s ,  Fr anc e s  P ar r , wi d o we d  i n  1 5 4 2 ,  and n o w  � ar r i e d  t o  T h o m a s  

S eym our , lu s ty Admi r al o f  th e B ri ti sh . Fl e e t . 

Th e n i gh t  and m o r ni n g  c ar r yi n g s  o ri  o f  th e h and s o m e  Admi r al an d th e 
fl ami n g  r e d h e a d  o f  th e Tud o r s  wa s t h e  s c an d al o f  t h e  h o u s eh Q l d . S ey­
m o ur ' s  lu s ty p a s s i o n s  wer e m o r e  th an ma t c h ed b y  t h e  ho t - b l o o d e d T ud o r  
wen ch , d r i v e n  b y  t h e  m a dn e s s o f  c o n g eni t a l  s yphi l i s whi c h b r o ok e d  n o  
o p p o si t i o n  •. 

" I  t ri e d t o  · pr ev en t � h e  l o o s e  e n c o u n t er s o f  thi s l a s c i vi o u s  m an 
wi th h er gr a c e , "  L ady Ann e  t o l d  t h e y o un g  pr i n c e ,  " bu t  "'h e n  I d i d h i n t  
t o  h er � o s t  � an n e r ly h o w  u n s t ay e d  i t  wa s f o r  th e adul t er o u s  admi r al t o  
a s c e nd ni gh t ly t o  h er c h amb e r  and l o d g e wi th h er s h e  d i d s tr i k e  m e . "  

"Wi l l  yo u , th en , we n c h , l e s s on m e ? "  E l i z ab e th s ai d . " Kn o we s t  yo u 
n o t  hi s l o o k s  ar e my s o ul Y s  f � � d ?  H e  i s  fu l l  o f  vi r tu e , b ounty� wo r th 
a nd b e s e emi n g  qu a li t i e s ,  and r · wo·ul d  b e . h:L s wi'f e  • . B ut , al a s ! a l a s ! h e  
i s  hu s b a n d  o f  m y  s t e pm o t h e r ' · ,.,rh.o s e  u �vi o l a t e d  wi s d o m. ,  s o b e r  vi r tu e s  and 
m o d e s ty p l e a d f o r  li f e . n 

. . 

Th en i n  th e C yph er S t o r y  f o l l o ws thi s p a s s io na t e  avo wal o f  l o v e  fr o m  
th e futur e Qu c e n V s  l i p s : 

"Al a c k ! Al a c � J I h av e  pin e d  f o� f o o d  
S o  l o n g  a t im e t h a t  b y  l o n gi n g  
Al l � Y  t h o u ght s ar e vi s i b ly c h ar a c t er e d  
A n d  · Engr a v: e d . · 
0 l o v e ! l o v e !  
W o u l d  th a t  I , li k e  a d o ti n g  � a l l ar d 
T h at c l a p s �n h er s e a win g  
An d a f t e r  h er l o v e  f l� e s ,  
C o ul d pur s u e  t h e e 
B e t we en th e h e av en s  and th e e ar th , 
Ti l l  i n  � u r  m ad fl i gh t , o u t  o f  ·b r e a � h , 
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L e avi n g  th e v a s ty h e i gh t , d o wn ,  d o wn 
Thr o u gh th e p er fume d  air we wo u l d  s i n k  
I n t o  th e wi d e  o p en s e a !  
0 p i t y ,  V en u s ,  th e d e ar th o f  l o v e  
Th a t  I s t and i n  n e·e d o f  1 "  

A c c o r di n g t o  L a dy Ann e B a c o n  i t  wa s o n ly a f � w  w e ek s a f t er thi s 
that th e Tud o r  wen c h  c am e  t o  h er t o  p l e ad f o r  a s s i s t an c e i n  r un ni n g  
away wi th t h e  L o r d Admi r al b e c au s e s h e ,  E li z ab e t h , wa s pr e gn an t ! 

Tr emb l i n g  wi th f e ar th e P r i n c e s s  s ai d ,  " Th e  l aw o f  En g l an d  d o th 
wo r k  s umm ary v en g e an c e o n  t h e  j o i n t  p ar t ak er s o f  thi s you th fu l  o f f en c e ,  
t o  hav e  my wr i s t s  and s h an k s f e t t er e d and c ar r i e d  h e ad l o n g  t o  th e 
m a gi s tr at e  a p r i s o n er ,  t o  h av e  s en t e n c e o f  d e at h  p a s s e d ,  t o  h av e  my 
h e ad s ev e r e d  fr o m  my b o dy • • •  n 

" Mi ghty P r i n c e s s , " . r ep li e d  Ann e ,  · n i -..k n o w . y o ur c o n d i ti o n . Any 
s e ar chi n g  ey e n ay di s c o v er t h a t  y o u  g o  gr e a t  wi t h  chi l d  and mu s t  s o o n  
b e c om e  a m o t h er . n  

And t h e n  E l i z ab e t h  w e nt o f f i n t o an o th er l o n g  a n d  b i t t er di a t r i b e  
a t  h e r c o ndi ti o n  and th e f r u s tr ati o n s  o f  h er li f e  th e r e i n  th e h o u s e 
o f  th e L o r d Admi r al ,  Thom a s  S eym our , and hi s wi f e , K a t h e r i n e  P arr . 
Af t er s p o u t i n g  o u t  h e r  r a g e s ,  h e r  f e ar s ,  h er anxi e ti e s ,  s h e  fi n al l y  
s ay s  t o  Ann e ,  "'Wh a t  rvtu s t  I d o  t o  li v e ? n  

Ann e  c o o ly c o u n s e l e d  h e r  t o  pr e t en d  s i c kn e s s  a n d  " s t ay i n  b e d th a t  
yo ur c o n di t i o n  y ou m ay M o r e  e a s i ly c o n c e a l ,. d e ny your s e l f  t o· a l l . "  

And c o n s u!"!m a t e a c tr e s s  th at s h e  wa s ,  E l i z ab e th br o u gh t . i t  o f f . In 
b ed sh e l ay unt i l  at l a s t : 

" Th e  s we l l i n g i n f an t ,  r i p e , 
Mad e p al e  h er .c h e e k s ,  
C h a s i n g  t h e  r � yal b l o o d  f o r th 
H er n a t i v e  r e s i d e n c e ,  and · _ 

F r o �  th e f o r tr e s s  bui l t  by n a tur e 
Wi th fury s pr u n g " s e l f- b o r n ,  
And y e t  un b o r n .  
F o r  l i k e  a cu nni ng i n s trum e n t  c a s e d  u p  
A n d  b o un d  wi t h  s h an e ,  
Thi s s we e t s o u l  i n  s p e e ch l e s s  d e a th 
J�i e s t  i n  th e b e d. a s  i n  a gr av e . n 

Ann e wa s no mi d wi f e ,  o n l y  a gir l ,  and n o t up t o  o p en i n g  th e n atur al 
s hr o ud in w·h i ch th e b aby wa s e n c a s e d , s o , " unhal l o we d , unmu z z l e d ,  i t  
p a s s ed i n  s i l en c e  t o  th e f o u n t ai n  o f  a l l  c au s e s . n  

. I n  t h e  d e ad o f  ni ght s h e  t o o k  t h e  t i ny b o dy ,  s t o l e  qui e t ly f r o m  
th e bui l di n g  o u t  thr ou gh th e g ar d en t o  t h e  n ea r b y  wo o d s . T h er e wa s 
f i sh p o nd . I t  wo u l d  h av e  t o  d o  f o r  a gr av � a s  � h e  h ad n ei th er t im e ,  
s t r e n gth no r th e t o o l s  t o  d i g  i n  th a t  h a l f - fr o z e n wi n t e r  s o i l .  T h e  
p o nd , t o o ,  wa s c o v er ed �d th i c e .  Hy s t eri c a l ,  shud d e ri n g  wi th f e ar , 
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v en tu r e d  o u t  t o war d an ti p e n  s po� , o nly t o  p l un g e i n t o  th e i cy wa t er h e r ­
s e l f . D e s p ai r i b g  o f  h e r  li f e  s h e f l o un d e r e d  - th e r e u n t i l  fi rm f o o ti n g  
g a v e  h er t h e  pur ch a s e  t o  c limb o u t  and s t ag g er b a c k  t o  t h e  un gr a t e fu l , 
i � p a t i e n t  E li z a b e t h . 

''Wh e r e d i d y o u  c on c e a l t h e . b o dy ,  i n  th e e ar t h  I h o p e  .. " 

n r  p lun g e d i t  i n t o  th e wat e r , y o ur hi gh n e s s . "  

"W a s  i t  t hr o ,.,n i n t o  t h e wat e r  wi th o u t  any w e i gh t ? " 

" Ay e , y o ur hi gh n e s s . "  

n o , Go d ! O th er s wi l l  k n o w  my s h am e . S o m e  man wi l l  by c h an c e  fi n d  
i t  a n d  I wi l l  b e  i n  hi s po wer . S tu p i d ,  away i n  h a s t· e ,  a n d  put i t  i n  
th e e ar th . "  

I n  d e s p ai r  Ann e vi s i t e d  th e p o o l  a g ai n  but o f. c our s e  c ou l d  n o t  s e e  
o r  fi nd t h e  i n fant b o dy i n  th e d ar k . T o o  h o n e s t  t o  li e t o  t h e p r i n c e s s  
sh e t o l d  th e t r u t h  ";rh en- s h e  r e tur-n e d  h al f- fr o z e n f r o m  t h e  win tr y  n i g h t . 

" 0  wo e !  0 f o r t u n e s s pi gh t ,  n wai l ed Eli z ab e t h , " Ki n g  E d war d "'i l l  
h e ar I am a c o JlUJl o n  s t al e . "  

Ann e  c o n s o l e d h e r  a s  b e s t  s h e c o ul d , h el p e d  t o  c h an g e  Eli z ab e th ' s  
ni gh t go wn and b e d c l o th e s ,  s ti l l b l o o dy fr o m  th e p ar tur i ti o n .  Ev e n  
t h e n  th e m o r n i n g  c o ck l'ra s  cr o wi n g .  Exh a u s t e d ,  t h ey f e l l  i n t o  t h at fi t ­
f u l  s l e e p wh i ch b o d e d i ll f o r  th e d ay ah e ad . 

Ann e  a wo k e  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  ey e s  o f  t h e  y o u n g  Ki n g  E d war d . Th e 
s un wa s we l l  u p  and sh i n i n g  i n t o  th e r o on: . Ed war d wa s gr av e  and au s t er e .  

" } .i s t r.e s s ,  tvh a t  b o dy d i d- yo u b e ar f o r th f r om th e c a s t l e and , ' t wixt 
e l e v e n  and t we l v e  l a s t  ni gh t thr o w  i n t o  th e s pr i n g  a d j o i ni ng ? " 

N o t  k n o wi n g '\-:h a t  Ed war d h a d  h e ar d  o r  s e e n·, Ann e d eni e d  a l l . 

n F air l a dy , h av e  y o u  m a d e s u c h  a s i nn e r  o f  y our m em o ry a s  t o  cr e d i t 
yo ur o wn l i e ?  \vh a t  i s  b e t we e n  yo u t wo ?  Gi v e  u p  t h e � r u t h . "  

H A s  I d o  l i v e ,  my h o n o r e d  l or d ,  ' ti s  tr u e . "  

\\]i t h  an expr e s s i o n o f  di s gu s t , E d ,var d c al l e d  a p o r t e r wai t i n g  o u t ­
s i d e  t h e  d o o r , " H a s t  t h o u  b r o u gh t  h i th e r  t h e  l i t t l e  chi l d ? "  

S l o wly a d v an c i ng , th e p o r t e r put t h e  c o r p s e  i n t o  th e h an d l o f  Ki n g  
E d l-rar d and h e  t u r n e d  t o  Ann e . nn a ,  m ai d ,  th e g r av e  d o th d el i v er u p  i t e  
d e a d . B eho l d ,  b o t h  o f  y o u � a  And h e  cur s e d th em r o un d ly f o r  a s  "mo r e 
d e e p d a� n e d  t h a n  P r i n c e  Lu c i f er . Th er e i s  n o t s o  u g l y  a fi e n d  i n  h e l l  
a s  t h o u  s h a l t  b e ,  i f  t h o u  h a s  s l ai n  thi s c h i l d  • • •  21 B u t  wh a t  E d war d 
wan t e d  wa s t h e  n am e  o f  E l i z ab e th 9 s  l o v er . 

" I  d o  s u s p e c t  t h e e  v e r y gr i ev o u s ly , " h e  s ai d  t o  Ann e . 11 1-fe th i n k s. 
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th e s en t e n c e  o f  d amn ati o n  s o un d s ; b u t  t h i s d e ad ly b l o t  i n  th e e  I ' l l  
p ar d o n  i f  t h o u  wi l t  d el i v er t h e unh o ly m a n  t h a t  h ath m y  s i s t e r 
i n  s h aM e fu l , cunn i n g  lu s t  e n c h ai n e d . "  

Ann e l oy a l ly d e f end e d  th e pr i n c e s s E l i z ab e th , who l ay a s  o n e  a s l e e p  
a t  th e o th er end o f  t h e · r o o m ,  b u t  E d war d c o n t i n u e d t o  c ur s e  and r evi l e  
h er f o r  t h e lu s t fu l  cr e atur e t h a t  s h e  wa s .  

" Bu t  our s i s t er 
I s  t o  thi s l aw o f  n a tu r e  c o r r u pt e d  
B y  i nd u l g en c e ;  and wh en gr e a t  mi n d s 
Thr o ugh lu s t  o r  b enuMb e d  wi l l s  
R e fu s e  t h e  mo r al l aws 
Of n a t ur e and o f  n a t i o n ,  
And p er s i s t  i n  d o i n g  wr o ng 
A s  i t  i s  k n o wn s h e  b e f o r e  h ath d o n e ,  
Wh en f o r  s o m e  t we l v e  o r  f o ur t e en m o o n shi n e s  
Out gr e at f a t h er , · H enry t h e Ei g�th , 
F o r  h er a b o J1'li n a t i o n s  wi t h  a t awny Ho o r  
T ur n e d  h er o f f and r e qu i r e d  h er t �  liv e i n  o b l i vi o n .  
F o r  wa s sh e no t e v e n  th en gi v en t o  a l l  f l e s h ly l u s t , 
And s o  p our ed f o r t h i n  s en s u a l  d e l i gh t  
T h a t  a l l  r e gar d o f  sh am e  
And � e e t  r e s p e c t  o f  h o n o r  s h e  h ad p u t  t o  fli gh t ?  
And n o t  l o v e , but lu s t , wa s i n c l i n e d ,  
A b al'ld o f  e l ev en y e ar s .  n 

T h e  yo u n g  ki n g  th e n  t u r n e d  hi s r a g e  u p o n  Eli z ab e th V s  tinn am e d  l o v er 
who " h a th m a d e  t h e c our t hi s mar t and tur n e d  i t  i nt o  a l o a t h ly s t e w ;  
h e  s ha l l  exp o u nd hi s b e a s t ly mi n d  i n  h e ll ! "  

F ei gn i n g  s l e e p n o  l o n g er Eli z ab e t h  r o s e  fr om h er b e d t o  thr o w  h er ­
s e l f  . . t o  t h e  f l o o r and · t l-Ji n e h e r  mi l k  whi t e  ar m s  ar ound Bdwar d 9 s  f e e t . 

a o  s p ar e  n e ! k i l l  M e  n o t � Mak e m e  no t th e l au ghi ng s t o c k  o f  t h e  
k i ngd o� . · I am t h e  d augh t er o f  a k i n g  and qu e e n ! n  

" Sh e  th a t  b o r e th e e  wa s n o  qu e en , " s n e e r e d  Edwar d ,  " an d  t h o u  r e c o i l  
f r o m.  thy gr e a t  f a th er v s  s t o ck wh en t h o u  wal l o w  i n  a l l  f l e s h ly mi r e  and 
h a s t  s u f f er ed thi s m an t �  d e f l o l-.rer thy vi r tu e . n  

H e  p a r d o n e d  h er ,  thr e a t eni n g  t o  p u t  h er away i n  a c l o i s t e r ; b ut 
a s  f o r  th e L 9 r d  Adf.li r al ,  n r  �ri l l  advan c e  th e p ar t ak e r o f  t hy h a t e fu l , 
wi c k e d l o v e  a s  hi gh up a s  a s c a f f o l d . "  

Lik e t h e  ti gr e s s  sh e wa s �  E l i z ab e th s pr an g t o  h er f e e t f l ami n g . 
Sh e y e l l e d  at hi m .  

"What , s h a l l  I c al l  th e e  b r o t h e r ?  N o , a f o e !  · a mo n s t er o f  n at ur e !  
S h am e  u p o n  thy s t o c k  t h a t d ar e s t p r e s um e  t o  gr a ti fy t hy wr a t h  by ex e cu­
t i o n  of m e ! T h o u  wei gh thi s we l l . · Wh a t ! Wi l t  th o u ,  that b e ar t h e  
b a l an c e  and th e s wo r d  lvi t h  b o i s t er ou s  h a n d  d i sh o n o r  m e ?  T h o u  s h a l t  h e at 
my b'

I o o d. n o
. 

M o r e .  I t e l l  th e e  I - wi l l  n o t s t o o.p my gr e at n e s s n o r  my 
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p o wer , wh a t s o i e r b e t i d e  m e ,  t o  s p e ak th e e  f ai r  t h a t  o f f er d i s h o no r  t o  
my mo t h er . Go , g e t  th e e  go n e ! H av e  t hy d e s i r e ,  and t hn  my n e ar e s t  
n, a l e  o f  k i n  c r y  fi e u p o n  my gr a v e . n 

H er r a g e  h a d  n o w  r i s en t o  t h e  p o in t o f  d e fi an c e .  

nw·i th wh oM am I a c cu s e d ?  I f  I b e  c o n d emn ed u p o n  surmi s e s , a l l  
pr o o f s  s l e e pi n g  e l s e ,  I t e l l  th e e  i t  i s  a r i g o r  an d n o t  l aw .  Thi s b r a t  
i s  n o n e  o f  mi n e ;  i t  i s  t h e  i s su e  o f  s om e  r o t t en c al l e t . "  

r e p r o b a t e �' '�'�  s n ar l e d  Ed war d ,  a s  h e  p o i n t e d  a t  h e r  ni gh t g o wn ,  
a b eh o l d  t hy s h i r t  � t ain ed w�,t h  b l o o d ! tt And t h e n  h e  a d d e d  hi s f i n a l  n o t e  
o f  t r i umph , k n o wn b e fo r e  h e  h ad e n t er e d  t h e  gir l s ' a p ar tm en t . n r  kno w 
th e n am e  o f  thy wo r t h l e s s  c o n cub i n e . H e  h a th c o n f e s s e d and I am r e ­
s o l v e d t o  h av e  h i s h e ad . _ L o o k ,  h er e  h e  c o m e-s .  H e  di d b e t r ay t h e e . "  

Agh a s t ,  Eli z a b e t h  cri e d  for m e r cy a s  h er b e ar d e d p a r amour , Sir 
T h o m a s  S eym our c arn e  i n ,  unannoun c e d . As L ady Ann e  d e s c r i b ed i t  t o  
young Fr an c i s B a c o n ,  S eymo ur wal k e d  l i k e  o n e  c on fo u n d e d . Sh e n ev e r  s av 
s u c h  s h am e  a s · h e  s u ed. t h e  y o un g Ki n g  t o  l e t  him br e a th e ,  t o  g o  a s  a . 
p r i v a t e m an t o  a f o r ei gn l an d , a s  f ar a way a s  Ath en s ! B ut E d war d wa s 
unyi e l d in g . 

n r v 1 1 n o t  pa r d o n  t h e e .  C o n s en t i n g t o  i t  wo ul d b ar k  mi n e  h o n o r  and 
l e av e  my t r unk n a k e d . Th e di s c o v er y  o f  t h e  d i s h o n o r  o f  my s i s t e r an d 
t h e  c o r r u pt M an s av e d wou l d  'Pl ak e  a l l  m e n  abh o r  n s . H o p e  t h o u  n o t .  I t  
i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  D ar e s t  thou n o t  di e ?  T h o u  sh a l t  h av e  thy t ri a l ; away 
wi th h i m . n 

W i thout s o  Mu ch a s � f ar e-you -we l l  E d ward · d e p ar t e d Eli z ab e th ' s  
quar t e r s  and l e f t  t h e h a p l e s s  thr e e  t o  t h e ir d e e p  d e s p air . S eymour d i d  
l � e hi s h e ad an d E l i z ab e th h er h o n o r . Sh e wa s b ani s h ed fr o m  t h e  c o ur t 
f o r  t wo y e ar s ,  and t o  s e p ar a t e  t h e  t wo Ann e  wa s mar r i ed o f f t o  S i r  
Ni c h o l a s B a c o n . S o ,  f r o m  � 5 5 1  t o  1 5 5 3 , An n e  and Eli z ab e t h  wer e u n d er 
a c l o ud in th e · E n gl i sh court ; yo�n g Kin g  Ed war d h ad t ur n e d h i s f ac � . 
fr o m  them . Th e n ,  a s  Ann � d e s c r i be d i t  t o  Fran c i s  t h a t · mom en t o u s  d ay o f  
th e r e v e l a t i o n · · o f  h i s b i r th ; t h er e i n  Y o r k  H o u s e .,  n d e a t h , th at s we e t  
k i ng-ki l l er ,  b y  d i vin e· wi l l c u t  o f f · Ki n g  Ed war d v s li f e . n 

P o o r yo un g Fr a n c i s ,  j'u st turn e d  s ixt e en i n  1576 , wo u l d  n o t b e  r ·e ­
l ei v e d  o f  hi s r e a l  M o th er Y s  m a l i g n an t p r e s en � e f o r  t we n ty- s i x  l o n g  and 
h e ar t - b r e a k i n g  ye ar s . F o r_ d e a th n t h e  s we e t k i n g-ki l l  ern wa s n ' t  to r e­
Jl1 0 V e  h e·r fr om E n g l and V s  t hr o n e  un ti l t h e  c ru s hi n g  fi n g er s o f  · ·o n e  o f  
R o b e r t  C e c i l V s  r u f fi an s c l o s e d ar o u n d  ·h er s cr awny n e ck o n e  d ar k  and 
s t o rmy ni gh t in Mar c h ,  1 6 0 3  • . I n  h er m o num e n t a l  ego E li z ab e t h  th o u gh t  
s h e  wou l d  r u l e En g l and f b r ev�r ! Bu t h er evi l g en i u s , C e ci l .,  n o  l o n g er 
ha d any u s e  f o r  h er and , a c c o r d i n g  to t h e Cypher S t o ry �  -o r d er e d o n e  o f  
hi s m en t p  s tr an g l e th e o l d b a g o f  b o n e s  • . Th e f e e li n g  o f  r e l i e f  wh i ch· 
s we p t  o v er E n g l a n d  a f t er th � s  k i n d  d e e d  wa s f e l t  a s  f ar away a s  R o m e  
a n d  wa s e qu a l ly we l c om e d  th er e ,  b u t  f o r  o th er r e a s o n s . 

* * * 
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S IX 

" An au d i enc e wi t h  t h e Qu e en . "  

" D amn y o u l I r a th er h av e  l o s t MY· li f e  
Th an h av e  s u ch b a s e  di s h o n o r  b lu r  my n am e ; 
And i f  I l i v e ,  I wi l l  ru l e  yo u ,  k n av e ,  
I wi l l  b e  r ev en g e d , a n d  Engl and ' s  gr o un d  
S h a l l  n o t  yi e l d  you s h e l t e r  f r o M  m y  wr ath . n  

T h e  n ext d ay was o n e  o f  th o u gh t ful mu s i n g s f o r  th e yo un g P r i n c e  o f  
W a l e s . H e  wa s i n  t h e  li b r a r y  o f  s p a c i o u s  Y o r k  H o u s e , i n  th e d e ar , 
pr e c iou s wo r l d  o f  h i s won d e r ful b o o k s . I t  wa s mi d - af t er n o o n  a n d  

t h a t  wa nd e r i ng wa s p ,  R o b er t  C e c i l ,  cr e p t  i n , b ar e d hi s h e ad ,  and l o wt i n g  
l o w  un l o o s e d hi s s l im ey t o n gu e . 

tt H a ,  my l o r d ,  11 0 �-1 ar e you e qu a l  i n  r ank wi t h  t h e b e s t .  All my 
s er vi c e s  ar e at your c ommand . Wi l l  i t  p l e a s e your �or d sh i p t o

.
vi s i t  

m y  ::=> o o r  h o u s e ' n  

n s i r , I h av e  e f er n o w  b e e n  b e t t er kn o wn t o  you , wh en , a s  a li t t l e 
chi l d  I h av e  b e a·t e n y o u  li k e  a d o g ,  a n d  I advi s e  y o u  n o t  t o  c al l  m e  
b a s t ar d  o r  p l ay t h e f l o "t·lti n g  j a c k  �1i th m e z n  

n r  mu s t  c o nf e s s ,  s ir , " c o n t i nu e d  H o b er t  u n a b a sh e d ,  " I  c o u l d  n o t 
t r u t· my e ar s wh en th e qu e e n c a ll e d  y o u  h er s o n .  I t  · "'o u l d  h av e  b e en b e t ­
t er f o r  h e r no t t o  h av e pu b li s h e d  y o ur. b i r th ,  b e c au s e  t h e  b :l r t h  o f  a 
b a s t ar d  i s  n o t  an h o n o r . H o w  p er f e c t ly t hi s my s t ery h a s  r em ai n e d  un­
d i s c o v e r e d ,  ap p e ar i n g  n o w  in such a t r a g i c al manner . "  

Fr anci s h e l d  n� s t eM p e r  a s  b e s t  h e  c o ul d , i n  t h e  f a c e o f  t h e  j e er s 
f r o� th a t  t wi s t e d b o dy a n d  wo l fi s h  f a c e .  . 

· 

"My g o o d P r i n c e o f  W a l e s , n  R o b er t  mo c k e d . him , " I  pr ay you t e l l  m e  
,.,h a t  i s  y o ur p ar e n t a g e ?  U p o n  mi n e  h o n o r  i t  i s  n o t  y et kri o 't•Tn who your 
f a th e r  i s . Th er e ar e t wo o , i ni o n s  a b o u t  i t  �- o n e  t h a t  y o u  ar e t h e b a s ­
t a r d  s o n  o f  S i r  N i ch o l a s B a c o n ,  l o r d  k e e p er ; t h e  o th er , t h a t  y o u  ar e s o n 
and h ei r  t o  L ei c e s t er . I i n c l i n e  t o  t h e  l at t er o pi n i o n  c hi e f l y  fr om a 
vi l l ai nou s tr i c k o f  y our eye s a n d  a f o o li s h  h an g i n g  o f  your n e th e r  l i p ,  
t h at d o e s  war r an t  m e  i n  thi nki n g  y o u  ar e s o n  t o .  t h e qu e e n and L ei c e s t er . 
'vh a t  i s  your n am e ,  Fr an c i s  B a c o n ,  o r  Fr an c i s D ud l ey ? "  

" T h o u gh my b i r th m ay b e  m e an ,  R o b e r t ,  I h o p e  m y  fo r tun e wi l l  b e  
gr e a t . Bu t I c ar e  n o t . I n  any c a s e  t h e h o n o r  an d g l o r y  o f  b ei n g  s o n  
o f  t h e  Qu e en o f  Engl and i s  e n o u g h ; f o r  b y  my mo t h e r ' s  s i d e  a t  l e a s t  I 
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f e t ch my l i f e  fr om m en o f  r o y�l s i e g e � I s h all p r o mul g a t e wh at I am , 
f o r  s u c h  n � t i vi ty i s  a f av o r  o f  t h e  go d s . "  

At wh i c h R o b er t  C e c il m an a g e d  a t wi s t e d  b o w, hi ·s c r o o k e d  f a c e i n  
a h ci r r i b l e  l e er .  S tu n g  t o  th e qui c k  th e P r i n c e o f  W al e s  m a d e a b i t t er 
r i p o s t e . 

"H hi l e  you c om e  fr o �  a n  I t al i an J ew -- y e a , fr oM t h e  b a s e r ank o f  
a l l  di s h o n e s ty - - a n d  ar e a s h aM e d  t o  a c k n o ,il ed g e  th e p l ai nn e S S  o f  your 
a n c e s t o r Y s  h ou s e . "  

And th er e th e� s t o o d ,  th e tl4!0 wh o· wer e t o  b e  m o r t al e n emi e s  f o r  
t h e  r e s t  � f  t h e i r  d ay s . Fr an ci s B a c o n ,  p�ou d  s c i o n  o f  E n g l and Y s  r oy al 
f al'l i ly , a n  a lM o s t  p er f e c t  b a l an c e · o f  h ·e ar t ,  mi n d  and b o d y ,  an d r u l e d  
o v e r a l l  b y  a s pi r i tu al gr a c e  s e� o nd t o  n o n e i n  E n g l an d . An d R o b er t  
C e ci l ,  end r e su l t  o f  gen er ati � n s  o f  gr � e d  and d e pr avi ty i n  t h at si n k ­
h o l e  o f  d e s p o ti sm ,  R om e ,  c o M e  t o  l i gh t  fr o m  s om e  f ath oml e s s  h e l l  i n  
th e b o we l s o f  t h e  e ar th .  Fr a.n ci s  '"ar ri e d  him . 

n L e t  m e  t e l l  you t h e n  o n c e  m o r e  ·r wi ll b e at yo ur b o un d l e s s  t o n gu e  
i n t o  s i l en c e  a n d  t o  p i e c e s  I w� l l  b r e ak y o u  i f  y o u  s ay I a m  a b a s t ar d . 
I f e ar you n o t .  I h av e  n ot go t th e s t r en gt h  t o  t am e ly s t o o p  t o  y o u , 
wh o s e h e ar t i s  f i l l e d  wi t h  arr o gan c e ,  sp l e en a n d  p r i d e ;  and I t e l l  yo u �  
you o b s cu r e ,  l o u sy j e w ,  I am d an g er ou s !  And b y  t h e  gr e at G o d  o f  h e a v e n  
I wa:u l d  r a t h er l e t my h e ad s t o o p  t o  t h e  b l o c lt t h an s t an d  y o ur o p en envy 
and j e a l o u � y . I k n o w  you h a t e  m e ,  you d war fi s h pi gmy .. I t e l l  yo u I 
wi l l  br e ak yo ur n e c k  i f  y o u  m o ck m e ; and f o r  t wou l d  b e  l o a t h e  t o  k i l l  
you , r · pr ay y o u  l e av e  m e . "  

Bu t thi s d e fo r m e d ,. p er fi di ou s s l av e  t o. all t h at · i s  v i l e  i n . hum an 
n a tur e wa s n o t  t o  b e  p u t  o f f wi t h  wo r d s , - h e  wa s t o o  mu ch a m a s t er o f  
th em hi m s e l f . 

a sy h e a v e n ,  Fr anci s ,  I m o e� you n o t . Thi s i s  b u t  in way o f  truth , 
s i r . C om e  b e ar your f o r tu n e  humb ly , l i k e  �h e b a s t ar d  you ar e ,  and c om e  
away t o  yo�r M o th er . I w� s b i d  t o  c oM e  f o r  y o u . 9 Ti s  t h r e e  o ' � l o c k 
an d your n o b l e M o t h e r  b i d  m e  f e t c h  y o u  wi t hi n  a qu ar t er o f  an h o ur . 
T h e r e f Q r � , . f o l l o w  � e · t o  t h e  Qu e e n . " · · 

n o , "pi ty G o d !  Wh at fur th er wo e c o n spir e s  . .  a g ai n s t  m e ? "  

V i si o n s  o f  t h e  Qu e en 1 s  c r u e l  r�g e o t  t�e d ay b e fo r e  f l � sh e d  t h r o ugh 
young Fr an ci s '�  t o r tur e d  br ai n .  H e r wr ath fu l  s hr i ek s  s o un d e d in hi s 
e ar s .  A g ai n , t h e  gli t t er o f  t h e  s ti l l e t t o  b li n d e d  h i m  a s  Eli z ab e th 
s o ught f o r the h e ar t  o f  t h e  wr � t c h e d  gi r l  o f  t h e  c our t . T h e  Qu e e n '� s  r e­
l e n t'l e s s  and imp l a c ab l e  cru·�-1 ty a g ai n s -t  h er .f o e s  wa s l e g end ary . N ew 
f e ar s  s u c k ed t h e  s t r e n g t h  fr o� hi s kn e e s  and h e  s an k  si l en t ly i n t o  th e 
n e ar e s t  chai r . B u t  t h er e wa s no r e s pi t e  fr om t h e m a d  p a c e o f  e v e n t s · 
wh i ch h a d c aught him up ye s t er d ay a n d  t o r e him r ud e ly fr o m  th e Ar c ad i an 
d r e am wo r l d  o f  th e s i xt e en-y e ar o ld s o �  o f  t h e  Lor d K e e p er . C e c i l ' s  
l i p cur l e d ev e n  hi gh er a t  thi s d i s�l ay o f  t er r o r . 

"Wh a t  d o  you f e ar ? · I mu s e  y o ur m a j e s ty d o th n o t d o f f yo ur l i o n ' s  
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hi d e  an d h a n g  a c a l f ' s  s k i n  o n  t h o s e  limb s  whi c h  u p h o l d  s o  mu c h  h o n o r . 
Y o u  fo o l , to br a g  and s t amp an d s w e ar an d fr o �m i n  v ai n  s pi t e , and 
f ai n t  in unwor thy f e ar if h er Gr a c i o u� Ma j e s ty d o th m e r e ly c a ll you 
fo r at t end i n g . But y o ur Hi ghn e s s  s h a l l  do we l l  i f  you c oM e  a t  o n c e .  
Wh en k i n g s  and· qu e

-e n s  c omm and , I c o nf e s s I l i k e n o t  t o  d i s o b e y .  

S o ,  g r e a t s i r , l e t  u s  go . But t e l l  m e  fir s t  
Ar e y o u  n o t P h a e t o n  M e r o p ' s  s o n ?  
A n d  d o  you n o t a s pi r e 
T o  gu i d e  t h e h e av enly c ar , 
And �i th y o u r  d ar i n g  f o l ly burn th e _ wor ld ?  
Wi l l  y o u  r e a ch th e s t ar s  b e c au s e  t h ey sh i n e  o n  yo u ?  
Or i s  i t ,  pl e a s e  your gr a c e ,  no t your f au l t 
T h a t  y o u  r e si gn th e s u pr em e · s e at ,  
Th e t hr o n e  m a j e s t i c a l , th e s c e pt er e d  o f fi c e  
O f  yo ur an c e s t o r s ,  y o ur s t a t e  o f  f o r tu n e ,  
Y o ur du e o f  b i r t h  an d t h e  l i n e al g l o ry 
O f  y o ur r o y al h ou s e ? Y o u  mu s t  h av e  p at i e n c e 
And emb r a c e t h e  l o ad . C o ur a g e  and c o m f o r t 
And y e t  all s h a l l  g o  we l l . Ar e al l t h i n g s  r e ady 
For th e r oy al t i m e ?  W h e n  i s  t h e  d ay 
O f  y o u r  r oy a l  c o r o n a t i o n 1  S p e ak . "  

T h en C e c i l ,  t h a t  b l a s t e d t r e e , b ar e d hi s f a n g s i n  a shri ll c a c k l e 
t h a t  p a s s e d f o r  l au gh t er . Whi l e  Fr an c i s j um p e d t o  hi s ·f e e t  s o  i nf l am e d  
wi t h  thi s l a s t  M o �k ery t h at t e ar s  o f  r a g e  fi l l � d  hi s eye s and s t o p p e d 
hi s t o n gu e . Th e h a t e - fi ll e d C e ci l ,  o b li vi o u s  t o  a l l  thi s , c ac k l e d  o n . 

"Why d o s t  th o u  n o t  s p e ak ?  W el l , s i n c e yo u ' r e  t o n gu e -t i e d  and so 
l o a t h  to s p e ak , why ,  no b l e l o r d , pr o c l aim your t h ou gh t s in dumb si g­
ni fi c an c e  t o  your s l av e . "  

S t ung a t  l a s t  t o  a c t i o n by thi s l a s t  j i b e  Fr an c i s d i d i nd e e d pr o ­
c l aim hi s t h ou gh t s  t o  th e vi l e  wr e t c h  and s t r u c k  him t o  t h e f l o o r , and 
i n  hi s fur y, s t r u c k  h i m  again and a g ai n . To o shr e wd t o  fi gh t b a c k , 
C e c i l  l ay th er e and t o o k  i t ,  s e n s e l e s s - a p p e ar i n g .  S o  s u c c e s s ful wa s 
thi s s t r a t a g eM th a t  F r an c i s gr ew fr i gh t en e d th a t  R o b er t  r e a l ly wa s i n ­
j ur e d  an d t h a t  h e ,  b ei n g mu c h  th e bi g g er o f  th e t wo , wou l d  b e  c al l ed 
th e bu l ly . H e  go t up , wen t t o  t h e  l i b r ar y  d o o r and l o c k e d i t . 

" Ari s e ,  R o b er t ,  and gi v e  m e _ thy h an d . I am s or r y  I b e at t h e e .  
C on e ,  s h a l l  I r ai s e t h e e  u p ? n 

T h e n  Fr an c i s  r e ali z e d t h a t  th e l i t t l e  m o n s t er wa s wa t c hi n g hiM 
wa-r i ly thr o u gh h al f - c l o s e d l i d s . H e  s pur n e d  th e o u t s t r e t c h e d  · h and , 
gr o an ed , and r o u s e d  hiM s e l f  up , b i t t er o v er hi s d i s gr � c e ,  hi s wr e t c h e d , 
d e f or m e d  b o dy . Gn a s hi ng hi s t e e th h e  s ri ar l e d �a c k  a t  Fr an c i s .  

n n am n  you ! I r a t h er h av e  l o s t  my li f e  
Th an h av e  s u �h b a s e di s h o n o r . b lur my n am e ; 
And i f  I l i v e , I ru l e  yo u ,  k n av e ,  
I wi l l_ b e  r ev e n g e d , and En gl and Y s gr o und 
S h a ll n o t  yi e l d  you sh e lt er fr o m  my wr a t h . 
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I'll not trouble you with words, not I; 
But I'll requite this dishonor 
And be revenged on you. You shall fi.nd 

·That I that am-rud�ly stamped 
And want love's majesty . 
To :·strut before a wanton, ambling nymph··-

.I that aM curtailed of this fair proportion, 
Cheated of feature-_by dissembling Nature, 
Deformed, unfinished, sent before my time, 
Into this breathing world scarce half made up, 
And that so lamely and urifashionab.le 
That dogs bark at me as I halt by them. 

I.that have no .delight to pass away the time, 
Unless to see my shadow in the sun 
And descant on mine own deformity; 
I that came into the world with rny legs forward; 
I that have neither pity, love no� fear; 
I who have often heard my mother say 
When that I was born the midwife 
Wondered and the women cried 
0, J esu bless us!. He is born lori. th teeth! 
And so I was; which plainly signified 
That I should snarl and bite 
And play the dog. 

I that since the.heavens shaped 
)fy body so 
Will l�t hell make crooked my mind 
To ans'tver -it. 
I that have _the spight of wrekful heaven 
Upon me in deadly hate-of you, will 

·· Lay plots (lind·. inductions dangerous 
Again�t you that do offend-me.· 
I will destroy you, for you are mine enemy. 
0 that I were a Man to fight �Qth 
You! Sut beware! For I �dll sort a 
P1tchy day for you. I will buzz 
Abrciad such propheciies that Elizabeth 
Will b·e fearful of her lif·e·-, and then 
To purge her fear !911 be your death. 
And for this stroke upon my crest, 
And for this blood of ·mine, ·I will· 
No�·suff�r you to �sit �n England?s royal 
Throne·. I do know her spirit. • • n 

There they stood, those two; the one the apotheosis of evil from 
the foulest astral hell of Europe, the other one of the greatest souls 
to bless EJ:?.gland l'li th their presence. Francis ha.d reco.vered himself 
now and looked calmly into the snarling face of the for� before him. 

nyou presumptuous fool; you dare be easier friends with,me ·than 
fight with me. I know you, are subtle, false and treacherous, and had 
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you b e e n  k i l l e d  wh e n  fi r s t you · di d b r e a th e Y t wo u l d hav e  b e e n  b e t t e r f o r  
th e wo r l d ,  an d thi s I pr o ph e s i e :  t h a t  many a t ho u s an d  whi ch n o lv mi s t r u s t  
n o  p ar c e l l  o f  MY f e ar s h a l l  r u e  t h e  h o u r  t h a t  ev e r  y o u  wer e b o r n . T h e  
o wl s hr i e k e d  a t  y o u r  b i r th , an evi l si gn . And as y o u  h av e  s ai d ,  t e e t h  
h a d  y o u  ,.,h e n  y o u  "rer e  b o r n ,  t o  s i gni fy y o u  c am e  t o  bi t e  t h e  wo r ld . But 
thi nk y o u  I wi l l  t hr i l l  a n d  s h ak e at y o u� c r yi n g )  yo u c r o w? Now g o  
hi d e  yo ur c ar b an a.d o  V d  f a c e ,  and l e t· n o t o n e  · s in g l e wo r d  o r  d e s pi gh t  
r e a ch h er m a j e s ty o r  I wi l l  gi v e  y o u  r e p e ti t i o n  o f  l i k e  k i n d . Mi s t ak e  
m e  no t .  I f  y o u  wi l l  c ur s e ,  y·ou r o gu e ,  b e  '\*ri s e  and cur s e  t h e  H e b r ew 
s t o ck t h a t  i n· s pi ght put s tu f f  t o  s o me s h e - b e g g ar and c om p o un d e d  your 
gr and f a th er . H en c e ,  b e g o n e ! b u t· ,.,h i l e  yo u li v e  k e e p  a g o o d  t on gu e  in 
yo ur h e ad . R e pr e s s  the b a s t ar d  in y o ur c o n v er s a t i on . "  

A t  thi s R o b er t  C e c i l  � e e l e d a n d  c r e pt f o r t h  f r o �  t h e r o o m li k e  a 
th i e vi s h  d·o g . Bu t Fr an c i s wa s t o  f i nd t o  hi s b i t t er � e gr e t  i n  l a t er 
y e ar s wh at i t  wa s t o  an g er t h i s h o u n d  o f  h e l l ; f o r  C e c i l  b e c am e  a man 
of tr em e nd o u s  i ri f lu e n c e  in E li z ab e th V s · g o v e r n� e n t ;  and he di d c ar ry o ut 
hi s thr e a t  t o  d o  ev erythi n g  i n  h i s p o we r  t o  k e e p Fr an c i s o f f th e t hr on e  
o f  Eng l and . H e  s u c c e e d e d and Fr anci s f ai l e d .  

Whi l e  C e c i l  l i v e d , n o  pub li c h o n o r , p o s i t i o n o r  f o r tun e e v e r  c arn e  
t o  Fr an ci s B a c o n . A s  h e  wr o t e  i n  t h e  C yp h e r  S t o ry ,  " I t  n ev e r  c;.r o s s e d . 
my mi nd t h a t  my m o t h er , · t h e  Qu e en ,  wou l d  j o i n  wi t h  e u c h  a d e g en er a t e 
b e i n g  t o  fo i l  h e r o wn chi l d ,  o th er wi s e  R o b er t  c o ul d  h a v e  b e en 
c i r c umv e n t e d . "  

Wh e n  h e  l e f t  th e r o o m  yo u n g  C e c i l s wa l l o we d  hi s d i s h o n o r  and l e t 
i t  b e  k n o wn that hi s b r u i s e d f a c e had c om e  f r om a f al l  fr o m  hi s h o r s e .  
H e  n ev er f o r g a v e  Fr an c i s ,  b u t  h e  c o v e r e d h i s v en o m o u s r a g e  wi t h  c o n sum­
a t e  s ki l l . Thi s f a l s e  f a c e ,  c ou p l � wi t h  Fr an c i s v  f e e l i n g s  o f  u t t er 
c o n t em p t  f o r  him , c o mpl e t � ly b li n d e d  youn g B a c o n  f o r  y e ar s t o  th e 
s p i d er i s  web o f  f r u s tr a ti o n-s and mali c e  '\rh i c h  C e c i l  wo v e  a b o ut him . 
R o b er t  s u c c e s s f u l ly c o nvin c e d th e f e ar fu l  E li z a b e th t h a t  Fr an ci s wou l d  
h av e  th e thr o n e  i n  s pi t e  o f  a l l  a n d  s a-vr t o  i t  t h a t  s h e  " wi th h e r  o wn 
h and fr oM th e b o o k  o f  h o n o r . qui t e  r a c e d  o u t  my pr o u d  ti t l e  and f r e e ly 
b ar s  my ti t l e  t o  t h e  thr o n e . n · · · 

Th e no i s e  o f  Fr an c i s v · al t er c a ti o n  wi th Ro b e r t  c am e  t o  th e· e ar s  o f  
hi s s e c o nd m o t h er , L ady Ann e ,  and s h e  c am e  i n t o  t h e  l i b rar y j u s t  a f t e r  
R o b er t  l e f t  a n d  Fr a n c i s l ayed h i m s e l f  d o ,,rn o n . a c o u c h . T o  e s c a p e  c o n­
v er s a t i o n  �ri th h e r he f e.i gn e d s l e e p . 

" T hi s i s  a s t r an g e  r e p o s e ,  t o  b e  a s l e e p  wi t h · ey e s  wi d e  o p en , "  s h e  
s ai d  r a th e r  t ar t ly . n n o s t s n o r e ?  T h er e V s  :m e an i n g  i n . yo�r s n o r e s  s o  
f a s t  a s l e e p whi l e  "1i nk i n g . Thi s s lumb ery agi t a t i o n  i s  cur i o u s .  Go · 
t o o ,  Fr an c i s !  Y o u ' r e  p l ayi n g . Hh a t  h av e  yo u b e en d o i n g ? "  

"No thi n g . 11 

" T u s h � t u s h ! I '\-!i l l  n o t  o v e r - wo e  y o ur h o n o r , b ut i f  yo u d ar e  n o t 
t r u s t  o r  t e l l  m e ,  o u t  o f  my exc e e di n g  l o v e ' f o r  y o u  I wi l l  s en d  f o r  him 
you s en t  .away and h av e  h i m  b a c k  r e t urn and t a lk wi t h  him . n 

a 1  ·h av e  j u s t  h ad a tr i a l o f  s tr e n g t h  wi t h th e d "·Tar f .  n 



:tvlh a t  di d yo u wr e ak y o ur wr a t h  o n . Sl:l ch a c ar l e  a s  h e  f o r ? �' 

· " I  s c o ur g e d  him f o r  s ay i n g .I wa s �h e . b a s t ar d  s o n  o f  t h e  qu.e e n . "  

" Y o u  · h av e  p r o v e d y o ur s e l f . t o · b e  t r u ly th e : f o o l.! "  . 
· ,s

h e  s t am p e d  h e r · 
f o o t  i n  exas p er ati o n . · n c o u l d  y o u  n o t  s .e e  t h e  m a c hi n at i o n s  and evi l d e­
s i gn s  o f  thi s . tr e a c h e r o u s , d e c �p t i v e ,  j e al o u

_
s v� l l ai n ? n  · 

S h e  s e a t e d  h e r s e l f  b e si d e  hi m o n  th e � o � c h . 

" Fr an c i s .  I t  wa s t o  smo k e
· 

yo ur s e c r e t  o ut . H e  'v-i l l  r e t ur n  t o  th e  
Qu e e n and t e l l  h er t h a t  h e  s u s p e c t s  yo u ar e l o o ki n g  u p  yo ur o r i gi n . I 
k n o w  Eli z ab e t h  we l l . W h a t ev er r e g ar d  s h e  h a s  f o r  yo u ,  s h e  l o v e s  ma j e s ty 
mor e ,  and i f  i t  a p p e ar s  t o  h e r t h at y o u  h av e  mad e i n qui r i e s  t o u c hi n g  
y o u r  bi r t h , s h e  wi l l . h av e  li t t l e  m e r cy o n  th e f l e s h  o f  t h o s e  f r o m  wh om 
y o u  o b t ai n e d  thi s s e c r e t . A� d k n o wi � g  th a t  I k no w  all o f  t hi s hi s t o ry ,  
s h e  wi ll h av e  s u s pi c i o n  o f  m e , a n d  I a m  . n o t  r e ady y e t  t o  d i e .  I am . 
f e ar ful o f  � e r  wi c k e d  ar t s . " 

But Fr an c i s wa s mo r e  c on c er n e d : wi t h  hi s o wn v r o b l em and full o f  
t h e  su d d en d e s p ai r s  o f  y o u t h . 

n o .,  t h a t  I mi gh t qui e t  PlY di s h o no r ! I d o  n o t  c ar e  ab o u t  t h e  c r o wn ,  
but wh en a m an ' s  o wn n am e  i s  hi s mi s f o r t u n e  i t  i s  b i t t er . I am d i s ­
c ar d e d b y  m y  f a t h er , d e fi l e d  b y  MY m o th e r  a n d  di s h o n o r e d by t h e  wo r l d ,  
a pi n c h e d  thi n g . n  

n c o m e , "  L a dy Ann e s o o t h e d  hi m ,  nyou sh a l l  b e  n o  111.o r e  gr i e v e d . I f  
I c an f a s hi o n  i t  I wi l l  p l a c e  yo u wh er e you c an h e ar t h e mi d wi f e  · and 
I c o nf er ,. so you wi l l h av e  th e s a ti s f a c t i o n o f  k n o wi n g  al l a b o ut y o u r  
bi r t h ,  a n d  t h a t  wi t h o u t  a n y  fur t h e r d e l ay th an thi s e v e ni n g .  Sh e i s  a 
g en t l e woMan o f  n o  rn e an h o u s e ,  n o r  i s  . s h e  e n du ed ":ri t h  any c o mM o n  o r  vu l ­
gar gi f t s .  N o r  wa s sh e � o o  M e an · t o  b e  a c o m p a ni o n  t o  t h e  qu e en .  H e r 
hu s b �nd i s  d e c e a s e d  an d wa s n �  l e s s  a p er s o n  t h an th e L o r d  May o r  o f  
-L o n d o n . n 

" I  wi l l  b e  ·m o s t  gr at e ful t o  y o u r  L a dy shi p .  n Fr anci s b ri gh t en e d 
up a t  thi s g o o d  n e ws . 

La dy Ann e  j er k e d b a c k  a s  t h o u gh s tu n g  by a s l a p o n  t h e  f ec e .  

n L ad y s h i p !  L a dy s hi p Z i' s h e exc l aim e d . " I  am puni sh e d ! I h a v e  sho t 
JI'\Y arr o w  o ' er th e h o u s e  and hur t My s el f . tt Th e smar t o f  s u d d e n  t e a r s b ur n ­
i n g h er e� e s ,  s h e  t ur n e d  away . 

it G o o d  m a d am ,  p ar d o n l"1 e . n T o u c h e d  i n  h i·s g en t l er n a tur e ,  Fr anci s 
w a s a l l  ap o l o gi e s .  n r  d o  co n f e s s  you :mu s t  n e e d s  b e  PIY g o o d  mo t h e r · s t i l l . "  

At hi s t o uc h  s h e  tur n e d b r av e ly b a ck . 

n o ,  my g o o d  s o n ,  I h av e  fo s t e r e d  t h e e  a s  mi n e  o wn ,  f r o m.  th e h o ur 
o f  t hy n at i vi ty wi t h o u t  r e g ar d  t o  t hy p a t er n i t y . T h o u  s u c k d ' s t my 
br e a s t  and I h a v e  mad e th e e  a g o o d  par e n t . T h ou h a s t  n o  n e e d  t o  b e  
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a s h aM e d  o f  thy fo s t er f a t h e r  o r  o f  h e r  t ha t d evo t e d h e r li f e  t o  th e e . 
Thou m ay s t  i n d e e d b e  E l i z ab e t h ' s  s o n ,  but d e a r , n o  m o th e r  c ou l d  b e  
m o r e g e n t l e  and t e n d e r  o f  th e e  than I hav e b e en ;  f o r  I ,  havi ng l o s t my 
li t t l e  s o n  b y  wi c k e d  f o r tun e ' s  s pi t e ,  i m pr o v e d t h e  b l e s s e d f o r t u n e  s e n t  
by h e av en and p r e s er v e d  t h e e  o n  m y  b o s o� ,  s a t  by t h y  c r a d l e ,  di d t e a ch 
thy p r a t t l i n g  t o n gu e  t o  s p e ak .,  and i n  r a ptur e f e l l  wh en t h o u  fi r s t di d 
c a l l  m e  m o t h er . F r om t h e  h o ur th a t  t h o u , a dai n ty , l i t t l e , un fa t h er e d  
b a b e ,  o f  s we e t a n d  l o v e ly f a c e and s p o t l e s s  s pi ri t  l ay i n  m y  a rm s , I 
hav e fai t h fully o v er t h e e  k e p t  b o t h wat c h  a n d  war d .  H av e  I t h en - d e ­
s er v e d  thi s s o  i n gr a t e ful rub f r om t h e e ? " 

Ev en a s  s h e  s p o k e  th e t e ar s c a s c a d e d  d o wn h e r  c h e e� s ,  s pl a s hi n g  
o n  Fr anci s '  h a n d , t o  hi s gr e a t  di s t r e s s . 

" I  c o nf e s s  I h a v e  wo und e d  y ou , " h e  a p o l o gi z e d .  "Y e t  by my h o n o r  
a b o v e  a l l  th e s o n s  yo u hav e b o r e ,  I mo s t  truly l o v e  y o u . I s we a r  I 
d e s i r e  no mo r e  h o no r ed b i r t h  n o r  n o  o t h er nam e t h a n  F r an c i s B ac o n ; a n d  
I wi ll i n  t i m e  mak e y o u  s ay th e l i t t l e  o n e  th a t  y o u  d i d  r a i s e  i s  li k e  
t o  b e  t h e  p r i m e  g l o r y  o f  yo ur h o u s e .  C h e er u p  a nd l e t  m e  wi p e  t h e  
t e ar s fr om t ho s e  l am e n t i n g  ey e s ,  a n d  t urn n o t  a way f r o m  y o u r  l o v i n g  s o n 

y e s , f o r  I am y e t - your s o n . "  

H e  found h i s k er chi e f  an d d a b b e d  a t  t h e  we t c h e ek s .  La dy Ann e 
i m pul si v e ly thr e w  h e r arm s · aro und him . 

"D o you l o v e  JTl e ,  Fr an ci s ? n  

" 0  h e av e n ! 0 e a r th ! B e ar wi t n e s s t h a t  I d o l '' 

" T h en wi l l  I ,  S "!e e t  chi l d ,  b e  m e r ry .  And may I li v e  t o  s e e  y o u  
a s c en d  t o  faM e ' s  m o r t a l  h o u s e and b a n qu e t i n  b ri ght h o n o r ' s  b ur ni s h e d  
h a l l ; f o r  l o o k  y o u , Fr a n c i s ,  y o u  ar e my f avo r i t e  c hi l d ,  t h e  d a r l i n g  o f  
rny h ear t ; a n d  i f  y o u r  l ov e  b e  s u c h  a s  t h e s e  y our pr o t e s t a ti o n s  d o  p o i n t  
f o r t h ,  w e  t wo , a s  fri e nd s ,  o n e  f o r tun e s h a l l  d i vi d e ,  a n d  I w.i l l e n a b l e  
yo u t o  g e t  t h e t hr o n e ; f o r  I wi l l  pr o v e  E l i z ab e t h  we d y o u r  gr e a t  f a t h e r . 
But r e� e� b e r wi t h  wh om we ha v e  t o  d e a l . Hi d e  i t  c l o s e  t i l l  g o l d en t i m e 
c o nv e n es . - S t and u p o n  your gu ar d ,  pr a t e n o t  unn e c e s s a r i ly . I Y l l mak e 
you Ki n g  o f  E n g l a nd . "  

Bu t ev e n  a s  s h e  sp o k e  th e s e  b o l d , p r o ud � wo r d s  t h e  l i gh t  went o ut 
o f  h e r  fa c e  �rh e n  sh e c o n si d e r e d t h e  m a g ni t u d e  o f  t h e  t a s k . 

" S p e a k t h o u  t h u s  wi t h  a s a d b r o w? "  a s k e d Fr anci s .  

" I  am m o r e s e r i o u s  t han i s  tny c u s t om ,  n s h e  a dmi t t e d . "\ti c k e d  i s  
Eli z ab e th ' s  l"li nd·, and t h o ugh s h e  h a t h  pr o c l aim e d  i t  d e a t h  t o  ut t e r au gh t  
c o n c er ni n g  h er m ar r i a g e  a n d  th e s u c c e s si o n ,  y et wi l l  I d o  my b e s t t o  
c l ear u p  th e my s t er y  o f  your b i r th . "  

* * 
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. SEVEN 

" S t o n e  wa l l s do n o t a p r i s o n  m ak e . n  

" T h e n  g en tl e m ai d e n ,  l o o k  o n  m e  l a n gui shi n g  i n  l o v e , 
And by your g en t l e  ar t ,  c h a n g e  i t s  b a r r en c y pr e s s  s li p s  

· I n t o · R o s e s  � f  t h e  s � r� n g . "  

ady Ann e  . f i r s t  t o l d Fr an c i s o f  · h o w  E l i i a b e th a n d  R o b er t  D ud l ey h a d  
·m e t  and f a l l e n  i n  · l o v e  whi l e  b o th wer e i m p r i s o n e d  i n  t h e T o we r  o f  
L o n d o n  dur i n g  th e r ei gn o f  E l i z ab e th ' s  o l d er s i s t e � , Mar y ,  i n  

Apr i l  a n d  May , 1 5 5 4 . 

At th a t  t i m e D ud l ey h ad b e en m a r r i e d  f o r  s oM e t hi n g  - o v e r  ihr e e  y ea� s 
t o  Amy R o b s ar t .  R o b er t  wa s i m p r i s o n e d i n  t h e  T o \ver a l o n g  wi th h i s 
f a th e r  an d b r o th er s f o r  h avi n g  t r i e d  t o  h e l p  s e t u p  t h e  D ud l ey ' s  a s  th e 
n e w ruli n g  faMi ly o f  E n g l a n d . R o b er t V s  f a t h e r , E a r l o f  N o r t h umb e r l an d , 
wa s pr o b a b ly th e w o s t  gr e e dy and · amb i t i o u s  o f  th e u p s t a r t  n o b l e s  wh o 
g a t h er e d  ar ound H enry V I I I . Nor t humb e r l and mana g e d  � o  s wi n g  thi n g s  h i s 
way wh e n  H enry ' s  s i c k ly s an wa s o c c u pyi n g  th e t h r o n e  b u t  h e  c o ul d n V t  
c o nt r o l  C a t h o li c 1A'ary , n ext i n  s u c c e s si o n f o r  t h e t hr o n e . W'h e n  you n g  
E d war d di ed a t  f o ur t e e n  N o r thumb er l an d  s e n t  hi s s o n  R o b e r t , b a r e l y  
t wenty , t o  d o  a m a n ' s  wo rk , � a p t�r e M a r y  a n d  pu t h er in c u s t o dy .  

But Eli z a b e t h Y s  o l d er s i s t er , Hary , �do t h  t h e h e l p  o f  o th er d i s grunt­
l e d no b l e s  o f · t h e r e a lm , s u c c e e d e d  in eya d i n g  R o b e r t  and mo unt e d  th e 
t hr o n e  h er s el f . Th e n  c am e  v e n g'e an c e o n  a l l  t h e  D u d l e y  f ami ly .  O f f  wi t h  
th e i r  h e ad s ! 

Mary wa s su s p i ci o u s  o f  h e r h a l f- s i s t er ,  Eli z ab e t h , and �d t h  g o o_d 
r e a s o n . · Th e P r o t e s t a n t s  r a l l i e d ar o u nd E li z ab e t h  b e c au s e  s h e  wa s n o t  
C a t h o li c ,  and · Mary h a d  h er i n c ar c er a t e d i n  t h e  T o "'rer f o r  a s ho r t whi l e  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 5 5 4 .  A t  tha t tim e R o b er t  D u d l ey h a d  b e e n  th er e a 
y e ar , and i n  t ha t  t i m e  h e  h a d  s e en h i s f a th e r  and t wo o f  h i s o l d e r b r o ­
th er s wa lk b y  hi s j ai l  c e l l  wi n d o w  o n  t h e  way t o  th e b l o ck . S om e  e du c a­
t i o n  h e  r e c e iv e d i n  p o li ti c s  th e n  a s  h e  "'a t c h e d  th e i r  h e a d s r o l l a way_ 
f r o m  th e h e a d sm a n ? s  axe l 

· 

N o w  t h e r e i s  g o o d r e a s o n t o  b e l i ev e  t h a t  R o b e r t  D u d l ey and E l i z ab e t h  
T ud o r  h a d  m e t  i n  e ar li er y e ir s ,  pr o b a b ly s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a n d  a s  e a r ly · a s  
th e a g e  o f  ei ght , dur i n g  Ki n g  H enry ' s  m any pr � gr e s s e s  a r o und t h e c o un t r y ,  
a n d  a t  s o� e  o n e  o r  a n o th e r  o f  t h e many g a t h eri rt g s  o f  n o b i li t y  i n  L o nd�n 
a nd at th ei r Ma n o r s .  Thi s i s  c o� par a t i v e ly uni Mp o r t a n� t o  t h e  fi r e s  o f  
l o v e  t h a t  b l a z e d  u p  b e t we en t h eM wh i l e  b o t h we r e  i mpri s o � e d , o n ly a f e w  
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d o o r s a p a r t  o n  th e s am e  f l o o r  o f  th e T o we r . Th er e i s  e v e n  a wi d e  
l e d g e  l e a di n g  a l o n g  th e o u t si d e  wa l l  t hr o u gh wh i c h t h e i r  c e l l  wi n d o w s  
o p e n ed t o  t h e  c o ur t . I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  y o u n g  D ud l ey mi gh t h a v e  b e en 
ab l e  t o  s li p  a lo n g  that l e d g e  f o r  a r e n d e z v o u s  wi th Eli-z ab e t h ; o r  tha t 
s h e  mi ght h av e  do n e  t h e  sam e t o  hiM , i M p e t u o u s ,  l o v e - c r a z e d  c r e a t u r e 
tha t sh e l-Ta s .  

S u c h  b eh a vi o r  wo u l d  h a v e  b e e n an a c t  o f  d e s p e r a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  p ar t . 
S t o l e n m o � e n t s l i k e t h o s e  ar e s we e t e s t . R o b e r t  wa s u n d e r  s en t e n c e o f  
d e a th .  Eli z a b e th e xp e c t e d l i t t l e  o r  n o  m e r cy f r o m h er C a t h o li c h a l f ­
si s t er ,  Hary . 

B a c o n 9 s  C y ph er S t o r y  d o e s  s ay t h ey m a na g e d  a n  exc h a n g e  o f  n o t e s  
thr o u gh th e mi l d  o f  o n e  o f  th e T o wer war d e n s . Th e t o t  o ff e r e d E li z a ­
b e t h  b o u qu e t s o f  f l o we r s dur i n g  h e r  we l l - guar d e d wa lk s o ut si d e .  T h e  
m e s s a g e s wer e i n  t h e  b o u qu e t s ,  b u t  thi s wa s a ft e r  R o b e r t  c o nni v e d  a 
m e e t i n g  i n  h er c e l l . F o r  on e d ay dur i n g  t h o s e  pr e ci o u s  t wo m o nth s ,  t o  
t h e  T o wer o f  L o n d o n  " c am e  un t o  t h e  p r i s o n er s a l e ar n e d  fr i a r  an d hi s 
c l e rk • • •  t o  o p e n  wi d e  th e g a t e o f  l\d c k e d n e s s  a n d  b a s e  g o v e r nm e n t -. "  

R o b e rt D ud l ey s a w i n  t hi s " we l l- s e e:rn.i ng s a i n t n  th e k ey tha t wo u l d  
o p e n  th e d o o r t o  Eli z ab e t h ' s  c el l  and , p er c h a n c e ,  b i n d  h er t o  h i m  f o r ­
ever . S o  h e  t o l d  a p r o p e r  t a l e  o f  l ov e  

And d i d no t s p ar e  t o  t e ll h i m  
H e  h a t h  wr o n g e d  a wo m a n f s  h e ar t ,  
But t h a t  b ei n g a m a n  o f  ho n o r , 
H e  wo u l d  by mar ryi n g  h e r  
S av e  h er f r om b ei ng h e l d  u p  
A s  a c o nt ami nat e d  s t a l e �  

" F a th er ,  c om e  s i t d o l\.n by m e , " s a i d  Du d l ey ,  " Y o u· g en t l e  Honk s a r e 
sh e ph e r d s o f  th e p e o p l e o H er e  i n  thi s pri s o n  i s  a mai d that l o v e s m e  
a n d  t h a t  d o t h  d e s e r v e  a s  full , a s  f o r tu n a t e  a b e d a s  ev e r  h o n o r a b l e 
l a dy i n  th e l an d ; and I s we ar i n  l o v e  o f . h er I pr o p o s e  t o  m a r r y  h er . I 
h a v e  d e t ermi n ed by f a i r m e an s  o r  f o � l ,  to h av e  t hi s on e fai r wom a n  f o r  
mi n e  0 \4.1n . S o  I s u e you , go o d  f at h er , t o  d e c l ar e t hi s o ffi c e  t o  h er , and · 
i n  l ov e  and p i ty ,  qui c k l y  t o  p er f o rm t h e  ma r r i a g e . " 

" Y o u  j u s t ly d e s e rv e G o d  9 s "'r a.t h , "  r e pl i e d  F r i ar C o r n e l i u s , " i f y o u  

h av e  s e du c e d  a s i l ly maid . H e  h a th r e s er v e d  a p ar t th e pr i e s t s ,  t o  b e­

s t o w  hi s ,  G o d ' s  l o v e . Man i s  o v e r c o m e , t or m e nt e d ,  a n d  l e d  h e a d l o n g  by 

hi s a p p e ti t e s  and i n o r di n a t e i n c l i n a t i o n s  t o  si n a n d  h e l l - fi r e . "  

T h e g o o d  fri ar c l a s p e d  hi s h a n d s and pi o u s l y r ai s e d  hi s e y e s  t o  

h e av en an d dr o n e d  o n . 

" E g g e d  o n  by n a tur al. c o n c u p i s en c e  man '\\rr i ng s  hi s s o u l  f o r  t h e  pr e­

s e nt and to c o m e . Hen wi s h  and ho p e  for i mmo r t a l i ty , . d e s i r e t o  b e  h a p pJi 

an d y e t by a ll m e an s av o i d t h e  n e c e s s ary · pa s s a g e  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  f r ui t ­

fu l vi r t u e · t o  hi:m , t h a t  ,.,a s b ou n d  i n  _ch ai n s . n H e  t ur n e d  and p l a c e d  a 

f a t h e r ly h an d  o n  yo un g D u d l ey ' s  s h o u l d e r . " I  wi l l  p er f o r m  t h e s e _ 
s a c r e d  

ri t e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  m y  o f fi c e ,  a s  m ar r i a g e  i s  h o n o r ab l e , a nd a n  imm o r t al 

c r o wn b e l o n g s  t o  vi r gi ni t y . "  
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n .Th a nk s ,  f a t h.er , "  r e p l i e d  D u d l ey ,  c ov e ri n g  we.ll hi s j oy a n d  hi s 
i mp a t i e nc e . " Y ou h av e  o n  my h o n o r  n o  n e e d  t o  d o  wi th any· s c ru p l e .  · r 
wi l l  b e ,  a s  i t , '\-!er e ,  a b r o. t h er · o f  yo ur or d er a n d  thu s vi s i t  h e r . 
Th er e fo r e u s e  h a s t e  I pri th e e . and s u p p l y  m e  Wi t h  t h e h ab i t , a n d · ·i n s t ru c t  
m e  ·ho � I may� f o� rn a l ly - i n  p er s on b e a r  m e  �i � e  a t ru e  fr i a r . "  

C o r n e li u s  g e s tur e d  t o war d hi s c·ornpani o n , . Fr i a r. ·P a t ri c k .  

" I f  y o u  .d e si r e t o · c.o M e  i n t o t h e · f a i r  ma
.
i d  ' s  c ompany , " h e  ·s a i d  t o  

D ud l ey ,  " put o n  m y  g o o d  c om p ani o n ' s  h a bi t ,  t o  wh o m  t h e  k ey s  o f  ev e r y  
pri s o n d o o r  by s pe c i al g r a c e o. f o ur g o o d  Qu e e n :r.fary b e  c o mmi t t e d . n 

R o b er t  look &d longin gly at th e h o o d e 4 garm e n t , uni f o rm o f  t h e  
Chur c h ly o f f i c e  o f  fri ar . I t  wo u l d  d o . 

" A s  we p a s s  a l o ng I ' 11 t e l l  y o u  h o w hi s o f fi c·e · t o  d i s ch ar g e . I n  
th e ambu s h  o f  H i s you m ay b eh o ld h er who m  y o u  l o v � . . lvi t h o ut 
qu e s ti o n ,  Fri ar P a tri c k  wi l l  d o  t h i s f o r  y ou . "  

Wi t hi n  hi s o wn mi nd C or n e l i u s  d o u b t e d mu c h  t h a t  t hi s y o ung ·nob l e­
m an ,  wh o ev er h e  wa s ,  h a d  a ny i nt e n t i o n  o f  mar ryi n g  t h e  l a dy ,  wh o ev e r  · 

s h e  wa s .  : H e r e a li z e d · ·thi s h o t  b l o o d e d y o u th wa s a s  f u l l  o f  "- exc u s e s 
aii:d li e s  a s  a h ar e h a th t r i c k s a nd s h i f t s t o  d e c ei v e  • . • •  a n d  wh e n  h e  
i s  a s sur e d  o f  h er bi r th ,  f or t un e ,  b e au t y ,  a n d  th a t  sh e wi l l  c on t i nu e  
h er h o n o r , g o o d n am e  an d c r e di t ,  t h e n  I may s a ti s fy h i m  a n d  wi l l  - t a k e  
pi �y o n  th em b o th and t ur n  t h e  k ey . " 

Whi l e  Fr i ar C o r n e li u s  wa s t hu s  t a ki n g  tho ugh t o f  R o b er t ' s  c h ar a c �  
t er a n d  M o ti v e s ,  Fr i ar P a tr i c k  s p o k e  u p .  

" T h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  g o o dn e s s  i s  i m pri n t e d  d e e p ly i n ·:,. t h e  na tur e o f  
m an , i n s o mu ch t h a t  i f  i t  i s s u �  n o t  t o war d m e n ,  i t  wi l l  t a k e unt o  o th er 
li vi ng c r e a tu� e s .  N ei t h er · i s  th e r e o n ly a h a b i t  o f  g o o dn e s s  d i r e c t e d  
by r i gh t  r e a s o n , b u t  th er e i s  i n  s o m e  m en · e v e n  i n  na tur e a d i s p o si t i o n 
t o wa r d  i t ; a n d  ! . b e l i ev e o ur · L o r d  h a th gr a c e i n  him , f o r  mar k . hi s . f a c e ;  
h e . b lu s h e s . n 

" I  war r an t  yo u mor e l-.ran t o n gr a c e  t h a n  g o o dn e s s , " s hr e wd ly o b s erv e d  
C o rn e li u s ,  " bu t  y e t  i f  i t  b e  s o , l et u s  b e . k e en , a n d - r a t h er c u t  a li t t l e  
t h a n  f a ll an d brui s e  o ur s e l v � s · · t o  d e a t h . I t  wer e a t i c k l i sh t hi n g  f o r  
u s  t o  h o l p e n t o  fr e e  him . "  

" N o w� by t h e  h o n o� · o f  my an 9 e s t o r s ,  I · d o  a p p l a u d  your s pi r i t ,  mo s t  
n o b l e  f a th er. , "  s ai d  R o b e r t , lt y e t  a l a s I ' 11 b u t  l e t y o u  kno w  th e g en:t l e ­
'\\10m an wh o rt I '\1ro uld s er v e  ( an d  '\!!h om I b e li ev e t o  b e  m o s t  s t r a i gh t i n  
v i r t u e )  i s  wor t hy o f  a n  em p er o r ' s l o v e . L e t  u s  wi t h d r a w  t o g e th e r a n d  
t o u c hi n g  th at p o i n t  y o u  may · s o o n . h a v e  s a t i s fa c ti o n . u  

" I  7 1 1 l'!ai t u p o n  your h o no r , n r e p l i � d  C or n e l i .u s  a gr e e a b l y .  

Fr i ar_ P a t r i ck s e em e d  n o t  t o o h� s ty t o  r em o v e  hi s h o � d e d c l o a k , 
u n t i l th e y o un g n o b l emin pul l e d a go r g e o u s  ri n g  fr o m  hi s fi n g e r  a n d  
fi r e d u p  th e pri e s t ' s  enthu s i a sm f o r  th e · pr o j e c t . wi th thi s o f f e r i n g  t o · 
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h i s c o v e t o u sn e s s .  Wi t h o u t  d e l ay t h e e a g er D ud l ey t r a n s f o r m e d  h im s e l f  
i n t o  a pi ou s mi ni o n  o f  th e C h ur ch , s o  e f f e c t i v e ly t h a t  t h e  t ·wo , Fri ar 
C o r n e li u s  and " Fr i ar n  D uq l ey p a s s e d  th e g a o l er wi tJ::t.ori t  a s e c o nd g l a n c e 1  

H e ad d o wn and c r e e p i n g  c l o s e  b eh i n d  C or n e li u s  i n  s o l emn wal k ," R o b e r t  
f o ll o we d  th e s h e ph e r d o f  R o n e  d o wn th e c o l d , g l o o my c o r r i d or t o  t h e  
wi ck e t  o f  E l i z ab e th ' s  sui t e .  Wh en t h e  k e e p er p e e k e d  o ut t hr o u gh th e 
c h i nk h e  r e c e i v e d  a pi o u s b e n e di c t i o n  f r o m  Fri ar C o r n e l i u s ,  s o  exp e r t l y  
mimi c k e d  by th e s h a d o we d  f a c e u n d e� t� e s e c o nd c o wl t h a t  th e k e e p e r  

" N e ' er i m a gi n ed but t·h a t  b o th c h ar a c t e r s wer e r e a l · 
And s o  wi t h o u t  exami n a t i o n  suf f e r e d t h em t o  e n t e r  
I n  th e c el l s  "rh e r e E l i z a  l!!a S i m pr i s o n e d . "  

""Wher e i s  t h e  p r o v o s t ? " a sk e d  C o rn e l i u s .  

"H er e ,  i f  i. t  ·li k e  y o u r  h o n o r , "  r e p li e d  th e k e e p er . 

" T h e  y o u n g  p r i n c e s s  d o th i nt e n d  H o ly c o n f e s si o n , " li e d  C or n eli u s ,  
"An d  I b e s e e c h  you giv e  u s  l e a v e  t o  l o o k u p o n  t h e l a dy . " 

Th ey wer e i n  wha t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a s o r t o f  a nt e -r o om t o  t h e mai n 
c e l l  i n  l-!h i c h  Eli z ab e th \-!a s l o c k e d  u p . 

" Si r ,  I wi l l  bri n g  h er i n  h er e b e f or e y o ur g o o d  h on or . "  

"\i e wi ll g o  t hi th er . "  C or n e li u s r ai s e d a r e s t r ai ni n g ,  im p er i o u s  
h an d . " Our h o ly e x er c i s e s  wi l l  no t . a d mi t o f  c o n f e d en at e s . G o  p r e s e n t l y  
an d t e l l  h er we ar e h er e .  Away l B e  g o n e ! "  

j an g li n g  a gr e a t  bunch o f  r u s ty k ey s  o n  hi s arm t he c o n s t ab l e  l ed 
t h e m  t o  an i n n e r  d o o r  and fr e e ly o p e n e d  f o r  th em , wi th th e c o un t er f e i t  
pr i e s t ,  Dud l ey ,  fai t h fully p l o d di n g  b ehi nd Fri ar C or n e l i u s .  B u t  h er e  
�a s ano th er i r o n d o o r ,  f a s t l o ck e d .  F o r  t hi s t h e c o n s t ab l e  c o ul d  fi n d  n o  
k ey i � hi s c o l l e c t i o n ; s o  h e  r ai s e d hi s v�i c e  i n  a sh o u t  t hr o u gh th e 
li t t l e  gr a t e . F ai n t ly h e ar d i n  r e p ly wa s t h e s we e t e s t v o i c e  i n  a l l  t h e  
wo r l d  t o  R o b er t  D ud l ey .  

" A  m an ' s  v o i c e ,  g e nt l e  I s a b e l l a , " s ai d  E l i z ab e t h  t o  o n e  o f  h er 
m ai d s ,  " T ur n y o u  th e k ey an d k n o w hi s b u s i n e s s . "  

I n  but a � om e n t  th e t r i o h e ar d t h e  k ey i n  t h e  l o c k a nd t h e  i r o n  
d o o r . S 'i-!Un g b a c k  .t o  r ev e a l  a c om e ly gi r l . \vi d e - ey e ti  s h e  l o o k e d a t  th e 
vi s i t o r s .  F ew c aM e  t o  s e e  thi s h a l f- si s t er o f  Qu e e n Har y ,  wh o s e v er y  
pr e s en c e i n  t h e  k i n g d om wa s an e v er - pr e s e n t  t hr e a t  t o  th e t hr o n e .  

" Ki n d  s i r , wh a t  i s  your n a rn e  and wh at V s  t h e m a t t er ? "  

" G o o d  mor r o w ,  your . l a dy sh i p , " s a i d Fri a r  C o r n e li u s  b o l d l y ,  . a s  h e  
s t e p p e d f r o m  b ehi n d  th e c o n s t a b l e .  " T e l l  h e r hi gh n e s s  t h e  H o ly L e g a t e 
o f  th e P o p e , th e a n oi n t e d  d e pu t i e s  o f  h e av e n  ar e _ h er e  t o  pur g e  h e r  s i n s ,  
and i n  a wo r d  t o  s h o w h er by aur i c ul a r  c o n f e s si o n , th e way t o  h eav e n  a n d  
h o '"'' th e t r u e  G o d  i s  t ru ly l!:ro r shi p p e d ; th e r e for e ,  l e t  u s  i n . " 
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'' l i f i t  p l e a s e  y o u , e n t e r , "  s h e  c ur t s i e d  s li gh t l y , " I  d a r e n o t  d e ny 
pa s s a g e  to t h e  hi gh pri e s t  o f  R o m e . "  

As t h ey Jl" ov e d  i n t o  th e i nn er ap a r tm e nt th e Fri a r  g a.v e  a . p er eJl'l p t o ry 
c o mm and . 

" G a o l e r , and you g en t l e wo111 e n ,  wi th d r a '\A! y o ur s e l f  a n d  l e av e u s  h er e  
a l o n e . "  

At th i s . th � g l o ri o u s  r e dh e a d  c aM e  f o r th w.i th o r d er s o f  h er o wn ,  
b a c k e d  u p  by h e r e v er - pr e s ent f e a r  9 f  a s s a s si na ti o n .  

" H o l d , s ti r  no t ; hav e I ,  s i r  pr i e s t ,  n o  r i gh t s e v e n i n  mi n e  o wn 
cham b er ? "  

R o b er t  s t ar e d  a t  h er , d r u nk "ri th l o v e . a s  t h e  f l ami n g  pr e s en c e o f  
th e pr i n c e s s ' b e au t y  fl o we d  t h r o u gh hi s hungry f r am e  li k e  win e ; b u t  
E li z a b e th s a w h i �  n o t �  Th e o b s s e s si v e  f e a r  o f  � ur d er f l o o d e d  h e r b ei n g  
a t  thi s . �o� ent , c r o wdi n g  o ut a ll e l s e . 

" D o you i nt e n d  t o  m a k e m e  a n e w  H en ry S i xth ? "  sh e s h o u t e d  a t  C or ­
n e l i u s .  " By my t r o th I f e ar �Y si s t e� Mary ; h er mali c e  t o  me i s  b o t h  
c au s e l e s s  and e n d l e s s .  I s e e  t hr ou gh thi s d i s gu i s e . "  

As h er b a l e fu l  g l a n c e t o o k  i n  R o b er t  h e  wou l d  hav e sunk thr o u gh 
t h e  s t o n e  fl o o r  i f  h e  c o ul d . H e  t r i e d  t o  si g n a l  h e r  b u t  th a t  o nly 
a d d ed to th e fi r e s  of her r ag e a n d  f e ar . 

11 L e t  h e r  h an g  m e  . s i n c e I n e e d s mu s t  di e .  I s  t h e r e  n o  r e s p e c t  o f  
p l a c e ,  p er s o n s  o r  t i me i n  you ? H av e  you c o m e  t o  h ea r  my c o n f e s s i o n an d  
th en p u t  w e  t o  d e a th ?  I a� n o t i gn o r ant th a t  i t  i s  l a i d  u p o n  m e  t h a t  
I a l o n e  o p p o s e  t h e  P o p e , an d hi s f r i end s d o  c o un t  m y  f o e s  i n  E n g l a n d . 
Y e t  I a s sur e t h e e ,  f a th e:rt ,  i t  i s  no t s o - "  

" D au gh t e-r , "  C or n el i u s r ai s e d  a r e a s s ur i ng h a nd , " �.rhy a r t  thou a nd 
thi s c o� p any s o  t r a gi c ? Al l th e f or c e s  o f  t h e  t ri pl e wor ld a r e i n s u f­
fi ci e n t  t o  f r e e  t � e e  f o r  a l l thy s o l eMn , . prayer s . "  T h e n  h e  ur g e d  hi s 
mi s si o n  f o r  y o un g  D ud l ey . " T h 6 u  ar t a . P�i s o n e r  i n  a c a � e  o f  g o ld . G o d  
a n d  th e fa t e s  h a v e  s o  d e c r e e d , a nd I s ay thy c o m p a ny mu s t  b e  g o n e ; a n d  
b e f o r e tnin e. c o m p a n i o n  h er e , "  h e  no q d e d  t o wa r d  R o b er t ,  " th o u  pr o s t r a t e 
_o n  t h e  gr o und mu s t  k n e e l , a n d  li s t en we l l  t o  wh a t  h e  u n t o  t h � e  d o t h  s ay . " 

B u t  t h e  a by smal , e v e r - pr e s ent f e ar o f  a s s a s si n a t i o n  o v er -r o d e a l l  
e l s e  i n  Eli z a b e t h , exc e p t  h er pri � e o f  r ank a n d  r oy a l ty .  

" I  wi l l di e b e f o r e  I d �b a s e  min e h o n o r  s o ! "  s h e  exc l aim e d . C o l o r  
fl o o d e d h er al ab a s t er c h e e k s � · H e r go l d en c u r l s ,  shaki n g , ma d e  a r a di a nt 
h a l o  ab o ut h er f a c e .  " Si ri c e I an d

. 
my c om p an i o n s  hav e G o d  o n  o ur s i d e ,  

"''e m e an no t wi th v a i n  c er em o ni e s  t o  r e h e ar s e  o ur s i n s . "  Sh e tu r n e d  t o  
h e r  mai d s , " G en t l e worrt en , p r e par e your s e lv e s , "  an d b a c k  t o  th e m e n  o f  th e 
Chur ch . a s  s c o.r n  cur l e d  h er pr e t ty li p s , " I n thi s f l i n t  b o s om o f  J ul i u s  
C a e s ar ' s  i l l - er e c t e d  T o �rer s h a ll you n o "r b eh o ld I a M  c o n d emn e d  a n d  d o o . .Jn e d  
and n e e d s �u s t  di e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s i n c e  c o r r e c ti o n l i e t h  i n  t h o s e  h a n d s 
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wh i ch !" a d e  t h e  f au l t , s t r i 'O  y ou r  s .,.ro r d s s t ar k  n a k e d  a-nd t hi s po o r  b o d y  
m a n g l e . n  

E l i z ab e th p al e d  a g ai n  and th e f a c e s  o f  b er m ai d s  w e r e  wax e n ,  h er 
o o s om h e av e d  wi t h  f o r c e d b r e a thi n g ,  on ly a c c e n ti n g  h er � any c h ar� s t o  
l ov e - s� i t t en 1 o b e r t . H e  s t ar t e d  f o r war d ; B e s s  dr e w  b a c k . 

"Y ou wi s t a k e ! "  H e  exc l airr e d . "Wh a t  I h a v e  t o  s pe a k a l o n e c o n c er n s 
your e ar ,  d e ar l ov e . B e l i ev e  � e  I bri n g  no hi d e o u s  M a t t er t o  you b u t  
t o  d e li v er t h e  c o n t i nu an c e  o f - �y l o v e , an d t o  c o� fo r t yo u .  J u t  I a� 
r e s o lv e d  n o t  t o  pr o c e e d  t i ll yo ur c o� p any ar e g o n e . T u r n  t h e� away . 
C l o s e  y o ur h a n d s a n d  l i p s  wi th Mi n e ,  and pr e s ent ly t h e  r i t e s  o f  M ar ri a g e  
s h a l l  b e  s o l em ni z e d . i t  

To t h e  di s tr au ght El i z a b e th thi s wa s s ti l l  s o m e  t r i c k  fr oM t h e  
wi l y r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  R o m e ,  o v e r r u nni n g  t h e  ki n g d o� . 

"Y o u  s t r ai n . and br e e d a ki nd o f  qu e s t i o n  i n  my h e ar t , " s h e  s ai d . 
"R e t ur n wh e n c e y e  c am e . Y e  l o v e  M e  n o t  b u t  s ay s o  i n  b i t t er n e s s  o f  a 
c ontm o n e x e cu ti o n e r , '�h o s e  h e ar t t·h e  a c cu s t om e d  si gh t o f  b l o o d  m a k e s  har d . 
Ar e you m a d) o r  w h a t  ar e y o u ? H av e  you n o  mann e r s ,  wi t ,  or ho n e s ty ?  
B u t  t o  g a b b l e  li k e  a t i n k er a t  t h i s t i m e ? "  

" !  wou l d  n o t  b e  y o u r  e x e cu t i o n e r ; I wo u l d  n o t i n j ur e  y o u ,  �y wo r d s  
ar e a s  fu l l  o f  p e a c e  a s  m a t t er , " r e u l i e d  R o b e r t  m o ur n fu l l y . " I f  you 
und o wh a t  y ou h av e  d o n e ,  k i l l  him wh om you h av e  wo n by y o ur s we e t f a c e , 
ey e s , a c ti o n s , g e s tur e s . n  

T h e s e  s we e t  wo r d s  p e n e t r a t e d  h e r  d e f en s e s  and s h e  l o o k e d at him 
d i r e c t l y , pi er c ei n g l y ,  for t h e f ir s t  t i m e . 

"Wh a t  a r e yo u th a t  my l en g t h ,  br e a d t h ,  h ei gh t , d e p t h  and t h e  r e s t  
o f  my dim e n s i o n s  h av e  s o  m e a s u r e d  and t ak e n by t h e  a s t r o l �b e  o f  phan t a sy ? r  
P u z z l e d ,  s h e  t ur n e d  t o  Fri ar C o r n e l i u s , n\vh a t  wo u l d you ? P r o c � e d s  t h i s 
j e s t  o f  t hy c o n s e n t , s i r  p r i e s t ? "  

! h e  c l e r i c tu r n e d t o  R o b er t , · n s e  p l ain , g o o d  s o n ,  r e s t  h o n e s t  i n  
thy dri f t ; r i d d l i n g  c o n f e s s i o n  h a t h  'bu t  r i d d l i n g  sh i ft . "  

t tMa d a"l , I am th e '"' an t h a t  wa s · s o  f or tun a t e a s  t o  b e  c a s t  i n  p r i s o n  
i n  a c o m.TI'l_o n  c au s e wi th y o u . My n am e ' s ., o r e o di o u s t o  your s i s t er ,  Qu e e n 
�_,r ary , t h a n  i s  your s • I a:m a Dud 1 ey . '� 

Y o u n g  R o b e r t  s n o k e  t o  y ou n g  B e s s  in a l l  e ar n e s t n e s s ,  a n d  wi t h  th e s e  
wo r d s  h e  f l u n g  b a c k  th e c o wl t h a t  h i t h er t o  h a d  c ov e r e d  hi s h e a d . Thu s 
wa s r e v e a l e d · t o  th e f u tur e qu e e n h er fu tur e c o n s o r t and f a th e r  o f  h er 
two s o n s . H a nd s om e  h e  was i n  hi s dar k., l i tlt e way . · N ev e r th e l e s s ,  m en t i nn 
o f  th a t  n am e , D u d l ey , b e r e f t  o f  al l t i t l e s ;  pr i vi l e g e  a n d  by a c t  
o f  P a r l i am en t , g av e  h e r pau s e ,  and h e  w e nt o n . 

" T h a t t i t l e you s h<> ul d kn o w ,  f o r  a s  I thi n k ,  you d o  r e"l emb er m e ,  
s we e t  l a d y ,  i n  y o ur b r o t h er ' s  t i m e ,  wh e n  I '"Ta s i n  a b e t t er p i a c e . "  
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T o o we l l  di d B e s s  r em em b er t h e  fi er c e ly aM bi ti o u s  f a th er o f  thi s 
br a s h y o un g ro a n ,  t h e  E ar l  o f  N o r thum b e r l a nd , wh o tr i e d  t o  u s ur p  t h e  
t hr o n e  o f  En g l and f o r  hi s own ·nu� er ou s  c l an . " An d who f o r  ·t r yi n g  h ad 
l o s t hi s h e a d  t o  th e a·x h er e  i n  thi s v er y  s a "l e  t o wer n o t  t we l v e m o nt h  
p r evi ou s . 

" I  am b o l d  t o  s u e ak u n t o  your _ gr a c e . wh o al"l t o o  b a s e t o  k i s s  y our 
r oy a} f e e t ; f o r  I a m  p o � r  n or hav e I l an d  nor .r e n t . "  

And s o o n  you ' l l h a v e  n o  h e a d , t h o u gh t  � h e ,  f o r  h e  t o o  wa s u nd er a 
c l oud wh i ch �i gh t � a k e hi s li f e  e r e . s h e  l e f t t h e T o wer - - i f  s h e  l e f t  
i t  wi th h�� h e a d i n t a c t ! _ - - bu t ch arm e d  b y  hi s b o l dn e s s , hi s g o o d  l o o k s  
a n d hi s m an n e r  s h e  M ad e  g o o d  r e p ly . 

" T h e s e wo r d s  d o m a k e  m e  ri c h ,  M o s t  n o bl e s i r ; bu t a l l  t hi s "n i l e  
wh a t  s ay you t o  th e s e d a� e s  t h a t  s hi ri e  li k e  t o  th e c r y s t a l  l aM p s  o f  
h e a v e n ? n  

Sh e t u r n e d t o  I s a b e l l a � Ann e a n d  t h e  o th er rtt ai d s  wh o s h a r e d  h er 
p r i s o n .  R o b er t  wa s n o thi n g  l o a th e  t o  c � � plim e n t  t h e s e  l a di e s  e v e n  a s  
hi s ey e s  and t h e  l o v e  _ s h a f t s  fr o� hi s h e ar t  wer e di r e c t ed a t  Eli z a b e t h . 

n s u ch s we e t  li n e s a n d  l ov e  l ay s  I ' l l . i n di t e  
A s  you m ay wi s h  f o r , a n d  my li e g e d e l i gh t s  
S h a l l  b e  t o  t e l l  th e s e b e auti e s , 
Who s t and u p o n  th e s t a g e  o f  fal"l e 
And v a u n t  t h ei r  tr o phi e s  i n  t h e  c o ur t s  o f  l ov e ,  
T h a t  p e a c e  fr oM - h e a v e n  s h a l l  h ar b o r  
I n  t h e s e l e av e s , t h a t  g o r g e ou s  
B e au t� fy , thi s ma t c h l e s s f l o �rer . n  

Wi th t h e s e f ew l i n e s , w e l l  s p o � en f or h e r  m ai d s , Du d l ey tur n e d  hi s 
fi ery ar d o r  o rt  t h e  p a s s i b n a t e wen ch b e f o r e  hi m , · wh o s e  b e au ty t r u ly d � ­
s er v e d  e v e � y  a r d e n t  �or d ,  p o e try b o r n  o �  d e s n er a ti o n  fr o� a yo u n g  l ov er 
who s e  ev �ry h our wa s numb er e d . 

nc e r e ·s v c ar n a ti o n  i n  c on s or t  wi t h  t h o s e ,  
S h a l l  s t o o p  a n d  w o n d er a t  D i an a ' s  r o s e ,  
T h a t  i n  h er tr e s s e s d o th t h e  l o o k s  i n f o l d  
O f  s u ch a s  g a z e u � o n  h e r  g o l d e n h ai r . 
Lun a d o t h  b o a s t  u p o n  h e r l ov e l y  c h e ek s ,  
H e r b a s hful whi t e  � i x ' d  wi t h  th e � o r ni n g  r e d ; 
And h er s p a r k l i n g  eye s 
D o  l i gh t e n f o r th s we e t  l o v e ' s  a l lur i n g  fi r e ,  
And i n  h e r  s h a p e  f a s t  f o l d e d  up ar e a l l  
Meri t s , pr ai s e a n d  vi r tu e  o f  th e mi n d  a n d  h e ar t . 
And s h e ,  t h a t  b a s h ' d  th e Sun-G o d  wi th h er eye s , 
F ai r  S e� e l e  th e ch o i c e  o f  V en u s ' � ai d s , 
N o r t h e  l ov e l y  t r u l l  th a t  Mer c ury e n t r a p p e d  
Wi thi n th e cur i ou s n l ea s ur e  o f  hi s t o n gu e ,  
W er e n o t  s o  b e au t e o u s  a s  Eli z a b e t h  • •  • 

And wh e n  I s a l-T thi n e  ey e s , 
S o  B e au t e o u s . f ai r  t h a t  .i n  thi s gr e a t  wi d e  wor l d  . 
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G o l d en P h o e b u s  t h e  l i k e  n e ' er b e f o r e  b eh e l d , 
A l l  thr o u g h  t4 e . b ar n e s s  o f  � y  h e a r t  
D i d  l e ap t h e f i r e wh o s e  b lu s h d o th t h aw 
T h e  c o n s e c r a t e d  s no w  t h a t li e s  o n  Di an ' s  l a � . 
Ah G o d d e s s  vi s i b l e  o n  e ar th , 
Fr om f o r th y ou r  b o ::om qui c k e ni n g fi r e  d o t h  s hi n e ,  
Wi th gr e a t  c r e a t i n g  n a tur e .  
F o r  i f  we m a r r y  t o  th e wi l d e s t  s t o c k  
A g en t l er s i en ,  an d � a k e  c o n c ei v e  
A b ar k  o f  b a s er k � n d , b y  b u d  o f  n o b l er r a c e ,  
N a tur e � ak e s  t h a t  � e a s n  s o  o v e r , t h a t  
O ur r u s ti c  g ar d en by . thi s ar t o f  n a tur e 
Is � a d e b e t t er . 
T h e n  g en t l e  � ai d e n ,  l o o k  o n  M e  l a n gui s hi ng i n  l o v e ,  
And by you� ar t ,  c h a h g e  i t s  h �r r e� cypr e s s  s li p s  
I n t o  r o s e s  o f  t h e s u r i n g . 
u e  n o t  o ff e n d e d , n a tur e v s  �i r a c l e ,  
T h a t I a M an o f  o b s c ur e f am e  
Bu t n ri b l e  b i r t h ,  h av e  s o  a s p i r e d  t o  h ap p i n e s s ; 
0 b l e s s  � e  h e r e wi th y o ur s we e t h an d , 
And u p o n  thi s arm o f  whi t e  and s n o t l e s s  h u e ,  
T h e f ai r e s t  pr i s o n er o f  t h e  g o d s : 
I ' l l p l a c e  a m an a c l e  o f  i o v e . n  

T h e  m ai d s  s t o o d  o � en m o u th e d  a t  thi s t eM p e s tu o u s  o u t p o ur i ng fr om 
th e yo u n g  n o b l em a n , r e c k l e s s as o n ly he c an· b e  'vh o k n o ws hi s end i s  n e ar . 
W o u l d  i t  t o u c h  th e h e a� t o f  t hi s y o u n g  pr i n c e s s ?  Wh o �i g h t  a l s o  n ev er 
l e a v e  th e T o w e r  a l i v e ?  T h e  p o w e r  o f  hi s o wn p r o t e s t a t i on s b r o u gh t  
R ob e r t  c l o s er t o  Eli z a b e th . Th e t h o u gh t o f  f ai lur e wa s n o t  i n  h i � ; b u t  
i n  h e r wa s thou gh t  o f  t h a i  o t h e r o n e ,  A�y R o b s ar t ,  R o b er t 9 s  s we e t wi f e . 

nMy l o r d , t o u ch m e  n o t ,  n s ai d  s h e ,  and r ai s e d an. im p er i ou s· h a n d . 
i1 S t a n d  f u r t h er o f f . I wi l l  c o nt e n t  y o u r  p ai n s  by s oM e thi n g  t h a t ' s  
bri e f , a n d  bi d g o o d  m or r o w t o  you . S e nd t o  your wi f e , SMi l e  u n o n  h er ; 
s u c h  t r i c k s  a s  t h e s e d o  s t r i n  you o f  a l l  h o n o r ; I p r i t h e e l e t  y o ur wi f e  
a t t e nd o n  y o u ; M ak e l o v e Y s  qu i c k  p an t s  wi t h i n h er arm s , a n d  giv e r e n ew e d  
f i r e t o  y o ur e xti n c t e d l o v e . · Be y o u  w e l l  a s s ur e d  you s h al l a c qu i r e n o  
h o n o r  by s p li t t i n g. th .e h e ar t o f  y o ur wi f e . I -h a d  r a t h er h av e  t h i s t o n gu e  
c u t  f r oM �y m o u th t h an · i t s h o u l d  d r aw y o u  f r om y o u r  vi r tu o u s  l a dy . "  

"Vu s t I l e av e y ou ? n  r e "!J 1 i e d  R o b er t ,  u n a b a s h e d . " T h en I h av e  b u t  
an h our t o  li v e . I d o  c o n f e s s i t  i s  a s h a·:m e  t o  b e  s o  f o n d , b u t  i t  i s  
n o t  i n  my vi r t u e  t o  a� e n d  i t ;  and � e th i n k s  I c �u l d  no t di e s o  c o n t e n t e d  
anywh er e a s  i n  y o u r  c oM p any . I a m  a s o l di e r . S o  l e t n e  d i e and l e t  
s o� e  h angm a n  put o n  �y s h r o u d  an d l ay m e  wh er e n o  p r i e s t  s h o v e l s du s t  
i n  m y  g r a v e  o b s cu r e . �  

T h i s wai l o f  d e s � ai r  br o u g h t  a s�i l e  t o  B e s s ' l i p s , a s �i l e  o f  vi c ­
t o ry f o r  him , h ad h e  b u t  k n o wn i t .  N ev er h a d  t h e r e b e e n s u ch o f f er o f  
s e l f l e s s d ev o ti o n  i n  h er s h o r t li f e �  H er e  f o r  t h e fi r s t  t i m e Eli z a b e th 
wa s t h e  r oyal Qu e e n ,  h e r e  h e r  fi r s t  c our ti e r  -- and m ay h a p  h er l a s t ! 
H er e  i n  thi s h a n d s o� e  y o u n g  n o b l em an mi ght a l s o  b e  h er f i r s t  a n d  l a s t  
o p p o r tu ni ty ·t o  h av e  a · hu s b an d ! T h e  wi l d  d e s p ai r  i n  h er h e ar t b r o u g h t  a 
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t wi s t  t o  h er f � c e t h a t  cr u s h e d _ R o b er t . 

hi s 

n o  wh � t  a . d e a l  o f  · s c o r n  l o o k s' b e au t i ful 
In th e

. 
c o n t ew p t  and . � n g e r  o f  �er l i p . 

Sw e e t , d o  n o t  s c o r n  m e ,  d o  · n o t ,  ·l ov e  
I _h a.v � · r.;. ad e · b o_l d  t o  s u e· m.y s u i t 

' 

B u t  I wi ll t'r ou b l e  ·y ou no· m o r e . · 
Q w e a r y  s_o ul br e a k  f or th f r oM o u t  ny br e a s t ,  
And j 6 i n  wi t h  t h e  s oul r · h o n or � o s t .  
Far.ewel l ,  d e ar h e ar t ,  I wi l l  b e g o n e . n 

H e  tur n e d  f r o �  h er b u t  t h o s e  l on g ,  s l en d er whi t e  fi n g er s c lut ch e d 
arn'l . 

'' N ay J  g o o d  s i r ,  th o u gh th o b e g an s o  r u d e ly ,  s i n c e t h ou c an ' s t  t al k  
o f l ov e  s o  w el l ,  t'hy c om p any whi c h  e r s t  wa s i rk s om e  t o  m e  I wi l l  end ur e .  
� h �u a� � a S u b j e c t fi t �o s er v e  a qu e e n . "  

P r o p h e ti c  wo r d s  th e i e , fr om y o u n g  B e s s ,  f o r  s er v e  h er h e  wou l d £ o r  
t hi r ty y e ar � ,  b u t  a s  s h e  c o n t i nu e d  o n  s h e  c l e ar l y  s e t th e c on d i ti o n s 
f o r  th a t  s e r vi c e ! 

n s u c h ·l o v e  I t e nd e r  th e e . S i n c e  we h a v e  s t e p p e d s o  far i n ,  I wi l l  
c on ti nu e , an d w e  wi l l  b e  M ar r i e d , Mr . D u d l ey . But r e� em b er , I wi ll b e­
I" o r �  j e a l o u s  o f  th e e  t h an a B ar b ary c o c k - pi g e o n  o v er hi s· h en ,  � or e 
c l am o r o u$ than a p ar r o t  agai n s t  r ai n , rn o r e n e�- f an g l ed t h an a n  ap e ,  
m o r e  gi d d y  i n _ �y d e s i r e than a M o nk ey . I wi l l  we e p  f or no t hi n g ,  li k e  
Di a n a  i n  t h e f oun t ai n ; a n d  I 'f'i l l  d o  thi s ,.,h en y o u  ar e di s l) o s e d t o  b e  
m erry . I wi l l  l au gh li k e  a Hy e n a , a n d  th at wh e n  t h o u  ar t i n c l i n e d  t o  
s l e e n ; y e t  by h o no r , tru t h , and e v er ythi n g ,  I l o v e  th e e  s o  th a t  naugr e 
a l l  lY'Y pri d e ,  n o r  wi t ,  n o r  r e a s o n c a n  !".y p a s s i o n  hi d e . it 

Fri ar C or n e l�u s , h al f -wi l l i n g  par t n e r  t o  t h � s  d an g er ou s j o ur n ey 
thr o ugh L o n d o n ' s  T o wer , w a s  n o "' C 01"1 P l e t ely u nwi l l i n g  -t o  b e  d r a g g e d  i nt o  
thi s f an t a s ti c e n t e r p r i s e  wh i c h , i f  i t  ever g o t  t o  t h e  e ar s  o f  Qu e en 
M ary , w ou l d  pu t hi s h ea d  o n  t h e b l o c k al o n g  ld t h  t h e  f� ery l o v e r s b e f o r e 
him . 

· aH o l d ,  · d au gh:t e r ,  a .t h e  Fri ar .r ai s e d a pr o t e s ti ng h an � ,  " j o i n  n o t  
your h a n d  and hi s i n  o n e . n  H e  l �o o k e d  r epr o vi i1 gly a t· U o b er t ,  wh o s e  p r o u d , 
d a r k  f a c e s we r v e d  n o t  fr o"' t h e  i mp a s s i o n ed g l an c e o f  Eli -z ab e th � 11My 
l or d , y ou ar e n o  hus � an d  f o r  h er .  D au gh t er , hi s wi f e  i s  n o t d e ad , hi s 
v o ws ar e f o r f e i t  t o  h er . H e  i s  n o t  a wi d o 'tve r . H e  h a t h  t r i ck s i n  him 
whi ch h o n or a bl e  g e nt l er..,_ en h av e n o t .  H e V ll u t t er a nyt h i n g  u p o n  h i s m any 
pr o t e s tati o n s , t o  m a r r y  o n e  · to who� h e  h a � h  m a d e  o v er tur e s . H e  wo n me 

t o  f r i e nd h i m . Wi l l. you be put i n  tn. i n d  o f  hi s b l a c k  S :!l o t s ? 11 . 

Wi th th e young pr i n c e s s h e e di n g  hi � no t ,  C o r n e l i u s  tur n e d  t o  R o b er t .  

" Sp e ak t o  s o n . Th ou h a s t a f f e c t e d fi n e  s t r ai n s  o f  h o n o r t o  
th e gr a c e s  o f  th e g od s ; thi n k  you i t  h o n o r a b l e  f o r  a n o b l e"Man t o  wr o n g  
a wom a n ?  W a t er i n g  h er ne,., p l ant s o f  l ov e  wi t h  d e'"s o f f l a t t·ery s edu c i n g  
h er ?  :C h  y o u  h av e  w o n  a h a ppy vi c t o ry . I b l u s h  t o  s ay i t .  I n  j u s t i c e  
f i n d  th e gi r l  ·o r I l-Ti ll t e l l  , t h e L or d  vl ar d en a l l . n 
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T o  t h e  ar d en t D ud l ey ,  a f l a� e  wi t h  t h e t o u ch o f  Eli z a b e t h ,  t h e  
Fri a r ' s  wo r d s w2r e a s  i d l e  wi n d  b l o wi n g  by . H a d  n o t t h e  Fri ar ' s  f el l o w 
c l er i c ,  P a t r i c k , R o b e r t 7 s  r i n g  i n  hi s p o c k e t ?  Who wa s t hi s gr e e dy , 
s c h e� i n g  p r i e s t t o  a c cu s e hi� o f  d u n l i ci ty ! B e s i d e s , R o b er t ,  a l r e a d y  
un d er s e nt enc e o f  d e a th , h a d  no t h i n g  t o  l o s e bu t hi s h e ad . T hi s s e l f­
c h o s en c o ur s e  h e  '"o u l d p l ay t o  t h e  e n d , wi th E l i z ab e th Y s  c o nni v a n c e .  

" F a th e r , "  D ud l ey ' s  v o i c e  wa s d e c ep t i v e ly qui e t , " f o r  wha t  o f f e n s e ,  
f o r  wh a t  d e f au l t  o f  our s ar e y o u  i n c e n s e d  s o  a g a i n s t  our s t a t e  o f  
g e n t l e l o v e ? " 

n Fi e ,  s i r , y o u  d o  o f f en d  fi r s t  t h e l aw o f  G o d  a n d  t h en o ur c o u n tyy ' s  
r i ght . "  

" N ay , I h a v e  t a k e n  y o u  n a l:> p i n g , n  e xu l t e d  R o b er t . " I n  thi s d i s gui s e  
you di d b r i n g  � e  t o  thi s br i d al c h amb er and t h r i c e  m a d e  a s s ur an c e  h er e  
I wa s f a th e r  o f  y our o r d e r . O b ey � e  t h en , o r  I wi l l  b e  a s  s t er n  a s  y o u  
a nd wi l l  gi 'V e  y o u  a s  a pr ey · t o  t h o s e  t h a t  b r i n g  l:Q.Y t o  t h e  s t ak e .- "  

Bu t t h e  h a r dy Fr i ar � a d e  s ho w  o f  t ough a m e t al a s  D u d l ey . 

"H a p py i s  t h e  m a n th a t  fr o7'1 th e tuntu l t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i s  fr e e d ; a n d  
i f  tr�y ti m e  i s  c o m e , I yi e l d  t o  H i m  t h e  Ki n g  o f  c hr i s t i a n  � e n . n  H e  
s n e er e d a t  R o b e r t ,  " At t h e  bri gh t n e s s o f  y ou r  h a r dy l o o k s y e  m ay m ak e  
V e nus v l ew a n  b a s h ,  b u t  I wi l l  l ay M.y h e a d  u :9 o n  t h e  bl o c k  o r  by a hi r e d 
k ni f e  c o m e  t o  �Y d e a th ,  b e f o r e � ar r i a g e � e tw e en t h e L ad y  E li z a b e t h  and 
you by � e  s h a l l  b e  s o l e�ni z e d .  S t r i k e  � e  d e a d  wi t h  your o wn swor d ,  y o u 
b r i gh t  d e fi l e r o f  Hym e n ' s  p u r e s t  b e d . "  

H e  turn ed hi s s c o r n o n  Eli z a b e t h . 

n s h al"' e  o n  you , d au gh t e r , o n  p er i l . o f  a c ur s e .  L e t  g o  th e h an d  o f  
t h a t  ar c h - h e r e ti c , o r  by t h e l awfu l  p ow er t h a t  I h av e  t h ou s h al t  s t and 
cur s t  a n d  e x c om_m uni c a t e . a  

· 

I f  h e  th o u gh t  t o  o v er a we Eli z a b e t h  wi t h  t h e  h o l l o w  wo r d s  o f  a d e ­
b au c h e d , di s cr e di t e d  n r i e s t h o o d , h e  wa s � i s t ak e n ! 

n G o o d  f a t h er , n s h e  r e n l � e d  a n gr i ly ,  " L a wful l e t  i t  b e  t h_a t  I h av e  
r o om wi th R om e  t o  c ur s e · a '\oThi l e ! a 

"Wh a t  c a n s t  thou . s_ ay b u t  wi l l  p·e r pl ex th e e  n o r e i f  t h o u  s t a nd e x­
c o l'J1m uni c a t e  a n d  cur s t ? n  h e  exh or t e d· h er . n L e t g o  hi s h a n d  o r  t h �  c hur ch , 
o ur � o t h er , s h a l l  br e a th e  h er c ur s e , a � o t h er ' s  c ur s e ,  o n  h er r ev o l ti n g  
ch i l d . T h o u  m ay e s t  h o ld a s er � e n t  b y  t h e  t o n gu e ,  a c a s e d l i o n  b y  t h e  

. p al-l ,  a f a s t i n g  ti g er s a f er b y  t h e  t o o t h t h an k e e p t h a t  h and whi c h  t h o u  
d o s t  ho l d . n  

U nyi e l d i ng s h e  s t o o d ,  " I  m ay di s j oi n  MY h a n d  bu t n o t  MY f ai th . 11 

a s o  m a k e s  t t h o u  f ai th an e n emy t o  f a i t h :,- n cr i e d C o r n e l i u s , n an d  
li k e  a ci vi l wa r s e t ' s t o a t h t o  o a th , t hy t o n gu e  a g ai n s t  thy t o n gu e . n  

B u t  he k n e w  n o t  th e � e t a l o f  th e y o � n g  f i r e br an d s  wi t h  ·wh om h e  h ad 
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d e a l , th e ur g en cy o f  y ou t h  m a d e d e s p er at e by t h e  axe a t  th e i r  n e c k s e 
Th e i r  t i m e  wa s sho r t  a n d  s o  wa s R o b er t ' s  t emp e r , �� th t h e ya ppi n g  o f  
thi s Fr i ar wh o h a d  n o  m o r e c l aim t o  v i r t u e  t h a n  th ey !  

"You i d  s h a k e t h e  r o t t en c ar c a s s  o f  o l d  d e a t h  o u t  o f  hi s r a g s  wi t h  
thy t o n gu e !  I wa � n ev er s o  b e thum p e d  wi t h  wor d s  s i n c e f i r s t I c al l e d  
� r  f a t h e r  D a d . Y o u  c r a fty pr i e s t ,  y o u  c h am pi o n  o f  t h e  c h ur c h ,  thi s 
l a dy l o v e s  m e  we l l ! "  H e  j er k e d  hi s d a g g er fr o M  i t s  sh e a th a n d  wav e d  
i t  b a c k  and f o r t h  u n d er C or n e l i u s ' n o s e .  

" T hi s l a dy l o v e s  Me we ll , a n d  you s h a l l  n o t  g o  f o r t h  t o  mak e  a 
s t a l e  and s l av e  o f  m e . I h a v e  wo n h er c o n s e n t  and s h e  shall unt o m e  
b e  we d d ed ,  and b y  y o u ! E l s e  f ar ewell t o  a l l  your h o p e s  o f  l i f e . » 

C o r n e li u s s ou gh t  t o  d u c k  th e t hr e a t  o f · th e na k e d  · b la d e - b y  . shi f ti n g  
s i d e way s ,  hi s eye o n  th e d o o r l ea d i n g  · t o  f r e e d o m ,  b u t  D u d l ey d uc k e d  
"ri th hi m ,  hi s d a g g er i n  o n e h a nd , dr a g gi n g Eli z a b e t h  i n  a d e a th-li k e  
g r i p wi t h  t h e  o th e r . 

" Y o u  h a v e  c o n s p i r e d  wi t h  m e , a n d  p a wn e d yo ur h o n o r  f o r  my t ruth , "  
R o b e r t  j ab b ed th e �o r d s  a t  him . " I f  i t  s h o u l d  pr o v e  t h a t y o u  ar e i nh uma n , 
I ' 1 1 p l ay s o  r o u gh c o ur s e �Ji t h  you t h a t  y o u  '\d ll t hi nk m e  a s  f a r  i n  th·e 
d e vi l ' s  b o o k  a s  y o ur s e l f ! Y ou a r e  my pr i s o n e r  and th e r e i s  n o  flyi n g  
h en c e • . I t e ll y o u  t o  pa s s  m e . i s  d an g er o u s  .. " 

Dud l ey su c c e s s fu l l y  punc tur e d  th e
-

Fri ar ' s  b r a v a d o  wi t h  hi s - thr e a t ­
eni n g  b l a d e ; f or t h e  c l er i c  s p o k e  a gr e e a b l y  e no u gh a t  l a s t , s hr u g gi n g  
hi s shou ld er s in r e s i gnati o n . 

" Fr o m  l o v e  i n  c o ur s e . o f  n a tur e t o  r e fr a in 
I s  a l e s s o n ,  t o o � t ci �  h ar d  f o r  li vi ng c l ay ! 
And by my t r o t h  
I f  I Lo r d  P an d ar u s  o ?  P hr ygi a mu s t  play , 
And br i n g  a Tr oylu s t o  t h i s C r e s s i d a  
O r  d i e ,  I yi e l d � Wh en "ri l l  y o u  
T h a t  �h i s  u n l u c k y  mat c h  b e  c e l ebr at e d ? " 

Wh a t  a m o ur n fu l  pr o ph e c y  wa s i n  tho s e  l a s t  wo r d s ,  unl u c ky m a t c h  
i n d e e d , f o r  th e t wo c hi l dr e n  b o r n  ev entu a l l y  o f  t h i s imp e tu o u s un1 o n ,  
Fr a n c i s B a c o n  an d R o b er t . D ev er e au x ,  Earl o f  E s s ex .  D u d l ey ' s  r e p l y  t o  
th e Fri ar ' s  qu e s ti o n  'lva s an i111 p er i o u s  " No ,v ! " s e c o nd e d  b y  th e y o un g  pri n� 
c e s s ;  b u t  C o r n e l i u s c o nt i nu e d  to " gi v e  the b a s ti na d o  wi t h  hi s t o n gu e . "  

'' I t  i s  b o th i m pi o u s  an d unn a tu r al , a h ei n ou s si n ,  t o  mar ry y o u .  
i f  R o m e  h a·v e  l a w  o r  p o "rer I \'li l l  r emun er a t e  y o u , and wi t h  th e s e 

l it'1b s o f  y our s m ak e a fi r e  o n
-

a pi l e  o f  "'o o d ; a n rl:  wi l l  h u n g  t hi s l a dy 
in t h e  pri s on h er e  and l ay th e b l am e on h er o wn d e s pai r , t h a t  s h e  f o r e ­
d i d  h er s e l f .  And by th e i mm o r t al G o d  t h a t  h o l d s t h e s oul s o f  m e n  wi thi n 
hi s fi s t s ,  thi s ni gh t s o� e  f i end or gh o s t  shall haunt yo ur we ary s t e p s ,  
unt i l  t hey d o  t r ans p o r t  y ou t o  qui c k  h e ll . �  

" D i s h o n o r  h e r  h o no r ab l e  n am e  n o  J1l or e ! "  D ud l ey ' s b la d e  wa s a t  hi s 
t hr o a t . " P r o c e e d t o  maX'ry u s  o r  e l s e  I ' l l  s en d  your s o u l  t o  li v e  and 
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"Y ou u t t e r m a d n e s� , b o y ,  and no t s o r � o w . � 

" I  c ar e n o t , "  h e  s ti l l d e fi e d  h er . " I  wa s n o t  b o rn i n  ·wed l o c k . 
Fai n wo uld I h a v e  r e a s o n  t a·k en f r o-rit m e  wh e n  -I thi n k  I . am n o  b e t t er t h a n  
a wi l d  m o c k . "  

"Y ou ar e a k i n g . "  

11 A kin g ? " 

".Y e s ,  a k i n g , " sh e s a i d  a gai n and m o t i o n e d  him t o  c om e  s i t  b e si d e  
h er o n c e  a g ai n . 

" I  hav e  a s e cr e t  t o  r ev e a l  wh er e i n y o ur s e c r e cy mu s t  lo.d. t h  yo ur 
f o r c e  b e  e qu a l  � - i t  c o n c er n s  your h o n o r  a n d  y o ur par e n t s .  Y o ur f o o li sh 
si r e  b l eMi sh e d  hi s gr a ci o u s  n a� e  by c o n s �n t i n g  to th e de a th o f  th e 
s we e t e s t  youn g cr e a tur e i n  t h e  '"'o r l d , Afrt.y R o b s ar t . · A r ar e  pi e.c e  o f  
b e auty , n o r  o n e s o  t en d er , n ev er d i d  I s e e  t h a n  wa s s h e  t h e d ay o f  t h e i r 
nup ti a l  c e l e b r a ti o n . H er d e a t h  wa s l ai d  b o th t o  th e Qu e en a n d  t o  your 
f a t h e r , R o b er t  Du d l ey . Wh e n  t h e  b r ui s e s  t h a t  t h e  b o dy b or e  wer e s h o wn ,  
a l l th e c ountry i n  a g en er al v o i c e  c r i e d  h a t e  u p o n  t h em . "  

" P r ay you , h o lo.r ""a s sh e k i ll e d ? "  

T h e n  th e g o o d  l a dy r el a t e d t o  y o u n g  Fr an c i s th e c i r c um st an c e s  l e a d ­
i n g  u p  t o  th e mur d er o f  Amy S e p t emb er , 1 5 6 0  whi l e  h e  wa s b ei ng c ar r i e d  
in hi s m o t h e r ' s  wom b . 

" T h en  t h e  Qu e en t o o k  t hi s m a n  o f  evi l , n s h e  c o n c l ud e d  th e s t or y ,  
" An d  � a r r i e d  t o  hi m li k e  a b e g g ar und er a b u sh ,  no t i n  c hur c h  but i n  
s e cr e t . My g en t l e l o r d ,  y o ur f o s t e r f a t h e r , p e r f o rme d th e m ar r i a g e  
s er vi c e . "  

Ru� o r  ha s i t  th a t  th e s e c o n d  we d di n g  o f  Eli z ab e th t o  R o b er t  Dud l ey 
wa s p e r f o r� e d  i n  t h e  L o nd o n  h o m e  o f  L o r d  P embr o k e  ar o un d  C hr i s t m a s tim e ,  
1 5 6 0  a m o n t h  b e f o r e Fr an c i s wa s b o r n  - - t h o u gh h e  gi v e s  n o  d a t e fo r thi s 
i n  th e C y p h e r  S t o ry . 

" D i d  you t h e  Q u e en ' s  wed d i n g  a t t en d ? " a sk e d Fr a nc i s .  

" I , and I a l o n e  o f  a l l  th e a t t e n d a n t  t r a i n  o f  Eli z a ' s  f a i r  l a di e s ,  
i n  c om pnay o f  MY L o r d  P u c k er i n g ,  s aw h er nupt i a l . But 

C o� e ,  my b o y , fair P h o e b e wi th h e r s i l v er h u e  
T h e  d ar k  c an o pu s  o f  gr im ni g h t  i l l umi na t e s ,  
A s  sh e i n  th e f a i r  h ea v e n s a b o v e  d o th mar ch . "  

" P ar d o n  m e , ma d all'l , 
T h e  gr ey- ey e d  m o r n  smi l e s o n  t h e  fr o ��i n g  ni gh t ,  
C h e c k er i n g  th e e a s t er n  c l o u d s wi th s t r e a k s o f  l i gh t , 
And f l e ck e d  d ar k n e s s  li k e  t h e  d r unkar d r e e l s 
F r o m  f o r t h  d ay ' s  p a th way and T i t a n ' s  burni ng wh e e l s  •11 
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N o t  t o  b e  ou t d o n e  by h er b r i l l i a nt s o n ,  . Lady Ann e ma t ch e d  hi s 
m e t er wi th t h i s char� i n g  f i n a l e . 

" Th e n e r e th e sun advanc e hi s b u r ni n g . ey e ,  
Th e d ay t o  ch e e r  and ni gh t ' s  d ew t o  d r y ,  
L e t ' s  g o  t o  o ur r e s t . "  

A c l o u d  c r o s s e d y o u n g  F r a n c i s '  br o w  a s  t h ey r o s e  fr o� t h e  wi nd o w  
s e a t  i n  th e li b r ar y . L a dy Ann e r e a c h e d  f o r  th e gut t eri n g  c a nd l e  n e arby . 

" I  am s a t i s fi e d  th e h o n o r  o f  PlY ki n i s  p o o r , and th ey a r e Ma c h a i ­
v e l l i an c o un t er f e i t s .  On my l i f e ,  t h o u  o f  all t h e  h o n o r a b l e  c r e w  a r t  
b l e s t . "  · 

" T o m o r r o w, by o n e t h a t  · I ' l l  pr o cur e ,  I ' l l  yi e l d  y o u  h o no r  t o  y o u r  
h e ar t ' s  c o n t ent , "  sh e a s s ur e d him , " th er e f o r e ,  n o w  n o t  m o r e ,  a way t o  
b e d . Go o d  ni ght , d e ar s o n ,  I ' l l t e l l  y o u  m o r e · a no n . "  

* * * 
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" I  S e l l  !�� P o i s o n ,  T h o u H a s t  S o l d  Me N o n e . "  

" An d  i f  a m an d i d  n e e d a p o i s o n  no w 
Wh o s e  s al e  i s  p r e s en t  d e a t h , 
H er e  l i v e s  a c a t i f f  wr e t c h  wo u l d  s e l l  i t  him . "  

"'H . .  o w  c
-
an I g o  f o r ,11ar d wh en my h e ar t i s  h e r e ? "  Fr a n c i s l o o k e d  fo nd ly 

· an d l o vi n g ly a b o u t  t hi s hi s f av o r i t e  r o o m o f  a l l  i n  t h a t  man � i �n ,  
· · hi s b o o k s  o n  p hi l o s op hy , s c i en c e an d l aw, hi s n o t e s  o n  ev e r y t h i n g  

und er t h e  s u n ,  hi s p o e t ry . " Y e t , mad am ,  I wi l l  go . T h e  c l o c k h a s  
s t r u c k  f � ur . Th e h o ur i s  p a s t  wh e n  s l e e p d i vi n e h a t h  p o we r  t o  h o l d  my 
s o u l  s en s e l e s s  o f  l i f e  and br e a th . • • " 

· 

nH ar k ,  b o y l \vh a t  n o i s e  i s  t h a t  I h e ar ? "  I n  t h e mi d d l e  o f  t h e  r o om 
s h e  s � o p p ed , h er h and u pr ai s e d f o r  s i l e n c e .  

Fr an ci s s h o o k  hi s h e ad , " No n e , m a d am . n  

"P r i th e e ,  li s t en '�e l l ; I h e ar a b u s t l i n g ; m a r k  h o w  t h ey ar e r u sh­
i n g t o  t h e  d o o r s . "  

q S o o t h ,  mad am ,  I h e ar n o thin g . '' B u t  t h e  ur g e n c y  i n  L a dy Anrie ' s  
t on e  g a v e  him p au s e .  S h e  wen t t o  t h e  l i b r ary d o o r a n d  unl o c k e d  i t .  

"�ho ' s  th er e ? a Sh � a s k e d . Th er � wa s no r e ply s o  s h e  o p e n e d  t h e  
d o o r . Thi s gav e  f o r th o n  t h e l ar g e c en t r a l  h a l l  o f  Y o r k  H o u s e .  Appr o ­
a chi n g  wa s a y o un g  � an i n  l i v e r y  wh i ch b e s po k e  t h e  c o ur t . B eh i n d  him 
wer e t �o � en � a t - ar m s ,  and b eh i n d  t h em wer e th e h o u s eh o l d ' s  s l e e � b ut l er , 
h a s t i ly dr e s s e d ,  a f o o tman &n d a mai d .  

"lvh a t  i s  i t ? "  a s k e d  L ady Ann e ,  kno wi n g  o nly t o o  we l l  i n  h er s i nk i n g  
h e ar t . 

" Lo o k ,  m..ad am , n exc l ai l"' e d  Fr an c i s ,  " h e r e c om e s t h e  p a g e  o f  th e Qu e en ! '  

"P ar d o n  ro e ,  s i r , n s h e  s ai d  t o  t h e  p ag e ,  " "ta s ' t  t h o u  t h a t  s o  unki n d ly 
kno c k e d ? "  

a r ,  m ad am , n h e  r e p li e d s t e r n ly , and t o  yo u n g  B a c o n ,  " My wo r thy 
y o u t h , thou ar t my p r i s on er � n  
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"D o s t  thou s p e a k  s er i ou s ly ? " 

"On my s oul , ' ti s  tru e ,  s i r ., "  

" For wha t ? "  a s k e d Fr an ci s i ncr e du l o u s ly .  

" D i d  n o t  h er m a j e s ty s en d  t o  th e e ,  and di d s t t h o u  no t s purn h er 
m e s s en g er li k e  a cur fr om. o·u t  thy way ? " 

"And d i d  he , " char g e d  Fr an c i s ,  " th e  l o w, c r o o k e d  and b a s e  s pani e l , 
b l a z e f o r th t o  th e qu e en a l l  t h e  fr ay? " 

" No t  that I h av e  h e ar d . "  

"U pon my k n e e ,  s i r , s ay I am n o t  we l l , "  pl e a d e d  Fr anci s .  Hi s 
r e al M o th e r  wa s th e l a s t p er s o n  in th e wor l d h e  want e d  t o  s e e  th e n . 
" T e l l  th e Qu e en I am s i c k  and mu s t  s t ay at home . "  

" Shall I s ay yo u ar e no t well ? "  a s k e d  t h e  p a g e  angr i ly . " I  wi ll 
no t .  I t  i s  f al s e . "  

"�any d o  � e e p  th eir chamb er s that ar e n o t  s i c k . "  

" I  d ar e  n o t  wi tho ut c au s e ,  a s  yo u kn o w .  T e ll h er you ar e s i c k  
your s e l f ! "  

N o ,,r  Fr anci s tr i e d d e fi an c e .  11 I wi l l  n o t  go . I '  11 n ev er b e  s u c h  
a go s li n g  a s  t o  o b ey . " 

Th e pag e wa s m or e  d e fi ant . n i f  I c ann o t  p er suad e you t o  sho w a 
n o b l e gr a c e an d d e p ar t  wi th o u t  a b r a\-:1 , yo u l\Tf. l l  Jllar ch t "d. xt my k n av e s . "  
H e  tur n ed to t h e  t wo 1'\ en - at - arM s an d th ey mo v e d  f or war d a p ac e �  " An d , 
sir , i f  yo u wo uld s av e  your l i f e ,  gi v e  u p  and f o o t  i t  wi t h  m e  t o  h er 
pr e s enc e .  Y o u  s h a l l  suf f er d e ath unl e s s you turn and go wi t h  u s  i n  
p e a c e . "  

" By MY h e e l s  I c ar e. no t . "  Fr an c i s pr e t en d e d  a gr e at i ndi f f er en c e .  
" I  ·had r a ther su f f er a s ho r t  thru s t  than a l on g  hangi ng . "  

T h e  p ag e  wa s a s  c o o ly imp er-s o�al a s. t h e  go v ernm ent "'hi ch h e  r e pr e­
s en te d . He shr u g g e d hi s should er s .  

"R e a s o n  c o l dly o f  yo ur g r i-ev anc e s ,  o r  e l s e  d e par t wi th m e . n H e  
gl anc e d  qu i c k ly ar ound · a t  th e s er v an t s ,  h an g i n g  o n  ev ery wor d . " H er e 
all your s er vant s "  ey e s  g a z e u p o n  u s . "  

"Men ' s  ey e s  wer e Mad e t o  l o o k  and l e t  th em gaz e . "  But e v en a s  h e  
s ai d  thi s ,  Fr anc i s  yi e l d � d . Lady Ann e had enc o ur a g e �  him n o t i n  hi s r e­
s i s t anc e ,  kn o wi n g  o n ly t o o  we ll th e ruthl e s s  p o wer and pur po s e  o f  the 
you th ' s  m o ther . Non e th er e "rant e d  t o  thwar t t h e  qu e en nor h er m e s s en­
g er . " L e t  us go ; c om e , . r d ar e  n o  l o n g er s t ay .  I c anno t  cho o s e . " 

H e ad hi gh , wi th o u t  a b ac k ,.;ar d g l an c e ,  li"r anci s mad e o ff a cr o s s th e 
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h al l , wa i t i n g  n o t  f or h a t  n o r  c l o ak ,  a nd pu sh e d  o u t  in t o  th e chi l l , pr e ­
d awn d a r kn e s s  o f  t h e  S t r an d . W or d l e· s a ly· th e pa g e  m ov e d  b e si d e  him and 
th e m e n- at - ar� s f e l l  in c l o s e to the r e ar . 

B eh i n d  th eM i n  Y o r k  H o u s e L a dy Ann e . d i smi s s e d  t h e · s e r vant s ,  o r d er ­
i n g  th em o f f  t o  · b e d ; b u t  sh e ,  g o o d  an d d e� o ti o na l  s o u l , r e t i r e d  t o  h e r  
ch ap e l  t o  p l e ad wi th th e AlMi gh ty Go d f o r  t h e  s a f e ty _ a n d  w e l l -b e i n g  o f  
h e r b e l o v e d  s o n .  

T h e  t o r ch e s o f  t h e  gu ar d s  ria s t  mur ky , ·fi t ful s h a d o w s  i n  t h e  g l o o � 
o f  th e s tr e e t  a s  Fr an c i s an d t h e p a g e  pi ck e d  th ei r way a l o n g . Th e d am p ,  
e ar ly-m o r ni n g  �i s t s  o f  th e r i v er c r e p t  a b o u t  t h em ,  r emi ndi n g  Fr a nc i s 
that h e  s h o u l d  h av e  t ak e n • c l o ak �  but ev en m o r e i r r i t a ti n g  wa s t h e  pr e ­
s e nc e o f  t h o s e k n av e s  � ehin d him . 

" L o o k  y o u , " h e  s ai d  t o  th e p a g e , " I  l o v e  y o u  we l l , I ' l l  gi v e  y o u  
g o l d . R i d  � e  o f  t h e s e  vi l l ai n s  fr oM y o u r  c o m p a ny a n d  I a s  p a t i e n t  a s  
th e "!i dni gh t wi l l , I s we ar , go a l o n g  wi t h  yo u . " 

I t. g a ll e d  hi s yo u th f u l  pri d e  t h a t h e  '\aJo u l d  b e  h a l e d  b e f o r e t h e  
Qu e en ,  a n d  b e f or e t h e  C ou r t , guar d e d li k e  s o m e  c r imi n a l . B u t  thi s p a g e  
wa s  we l l  c h o s en f o r  t h e  Qu e en ' s  s e r vi c e .  

" Y o u  ar e no t o a th a b l e , " h e  r e p l i e d  s h o r t l y . n Al th o u gh I kno w y ou 
wi ll c o m e ,  I c anno t m ak e  my h e ar t  c o n s e n t  t o  t ak e  a b r i b e . " 

vt L e t  m o l t e n  c o i n  b e  y o ur d aM.n a t i :o.n . n  

" S i r r ah ,  thi s un l o o k e d f o r  s p o r t  c om e s  n o t we l l . Y o u  mu s t  n e e d s  g o  
wi th m e . Y o u  ar e s e n t  f o r , an d t h i s b e a s t ly fury i s  c o nt r ary t o  yo u r  
n a tur e � 11 

" S i r , v o u ch s a f e  m e  f o r  w.y n e e d a sma l l er b o o n  t han thi s , "  s ai d  
Fr an ci s a s h e  tr i e d a n o t h e r t a c k . " I  b e g t o  e n t e r  a n  a p o th e c ary ' s  sh o p . " 

" S i r , · I d o  r em em b e r an a p o th e c a ry h er e ab o u t s , " r e p l i e d  t h e  p a g e  
a gr e e ab ly and r amb l e d  o n  i n · a �� r dy d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p la c e ,  whi c h  h e  
h a d  vi s·i t e d  Mo r e  t h a n  o n c e ,  pr o b ab ly wi th o th er · h o s t a g e s t o  th e Qu e e n t s 
wr a t h  "rh o s t o o d  i n  f e ar o f  t h e  r a c k  and th e h a n gm a n ' s  n o o s e .  

vtM e a gr� wer e hi s l o o k s ,  
S h ar p  m i s er y  h a d wo r n  him t o  t h e  b o n e s ; 
An d i n  hi s n e e d y  s h o p a t o r t o i s e  hun g , 
An a l l i g a t o r  s t u f f e d , an d o th e r  s ki n s ,  
O f  i l l s h ap ' d  fi s h e s ,  an d ab o u t hi s s h e lv e s  
A b e g g a r ly a c c o un t  o f  em p t y  b o x e s ,  
Gr e en e ar th en p o t s ,  b l a d d er s ,  and mu s ty s e e d s 
R emn an t s  b f  p a c k t h r e a d , and o l d c ak e s  o f  r o s e s  
W er e  t hin ly s c a t t e r e d  t o  m ak e  a s h o w .  
N o thi n g  t hi s p en ury , t o  my s e l f  I s ai d  
An d i f  a m an di d n e e d  a p o i s o n  no w, 
Wh o s e  s a l e  i s  pr e s en t  d e ath , 
H er e  . li v e s  a c at i f f . '\a.T e t ch wou l d  s e ll i t  him . " 
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" Oh , thi s s aM e  t h o u ght di d but for erun my n e e d , " s ai d  Fr anci s 
e a g e r ly ,  " And thi s s aM e  m an mu s t  s el l  i t  t o  m e . " 

" Oh , T"li s chi e f  thou ar t s �ri f t  t o  ent er i n  · t h e  tho u gh t s o f  d e s p er a t e 
M en . "  T h e  p ag e  s ho o k  hi s h e ad s ad ly ,  and l ed t h em o f f i n  a li t t l e  lane 
away fr om. the r i v e r . " C om. e ,  s i r , I wi ll bring you to hi s ho u s e . "  

I t  wa s but a f e w  p a c e s  a l o n g , th e m en h o l d i n g  th eir t o r ch e s  hi gh , 
and th e p a g e  f ound th e g l o omy p l a c e ,  a l l  d ar k  and t i gh t  shutt er e d . H e  
shout ed l o u d ly ,  hi s v oi c e  e ch o i n g  u p  th e wall s ,  an4 b an g e d  upon th e 
d o or . T h er e was a s t ir r i n g  wi thin ; a s hu t t er s o o n  o p e n e d . 

"Who c all s s o  l o u d ? " A t o u s l ed h e ad p e er e d 9ut a t  th em . · 

"C om e  hi ther , man , " s ai d  Fr anci s .  " I  s e e that t h o u  ar t p o o r . H o l d ,  
h er e  i s  fo r ty d u c k e� s ; l e t  m e  hav e a d :.: am o f  p o i s o n . "  

When h e  h e l d  u p  t h e go l d  f o r  th e a po th e c ar y  t o  s e e ,  t h e  shut t er 
b an g ed s hut , t h e r e wa s a c la t t er i n si d e  an d s o o n  t h e  di s p e n s er o f  dru g s , 
i n  hi s "t at t er e d  we e d s and o v e r wh elmin g br o ws "  wa s o p en i n g  hi s d o o r  t o  
them . The p a g e  o r d er e d  hi s m en t o  s t an d  wat ch o u t si d e . T h e  a p o t h e c ary 
li ght e d  hi s one l o ne c and l e  at one o f  the t or c h e s .  C arryin g thi s b e-

· 

f o r e him h e  l e d  th e� i n t o  hi s l i t t l e  s h o p ,  p e er ed i n t o  th e yo uth ful f a c e 
that a s k e d  f o r p o i s o n . 

" Su ch as i t
.

wi l l  di s p er s e  i t s el f  thr ou gh a ll my v ein s , "  s ai d  
Fr an ci s t o  that s e am ed f a c e  wi th th e b u shy bro ws . " Th a t  th e li f e-we ary­
t ak er may f al l d e ad and the trunk di s char g e d  o f  b r e a t h . "  

Th e a� o th e cary pur s ed _ hi s li p s ,  r elu c t an t ly no d d e d . 

" Su ch Plo r t al drug s I h av e ,  bu t L o nd o n ' s  l a w  i s  d e ath t o  him that 
utt er s  th em . " 

"Ar t thou s o  b ar e  and full o f  "rr e t c h e dn e s s ,  an d f e ar e s t t o  d i e ? "  
Fr anci s s c o f f e d  • .  rr Famin e  i s  i n  t hy c h e ek s ,  and o ppr e s si o n s t ar v eth i n  
thi n e  ey e s . Th e '�o r l d . i s  no t thy fri end , n o r . th e · wor l d ' s  l a '\o! ;  t h e wor l d  
a f ford s n o  law t o  m ak e the e ri c h . T h en b e  no t p o o r  aJt d t a k e  thi s . "  

Fr anci s h e l d  t h e  g o ld full f o r war d i n  t h e  c a nd l e  l i gh t , c l ank e d  i t  
firmly t o  th e c o unt e r  und er hi s hand . Ev en · a s : hi s - palm wi thdr e w  the 
apo th e c ary ' s  c am e  as  s wi ft l y  f o r lvar d  t o  c o v er i t . 

"My p o v er ty ,  but no t my wi l l  c o n s en t s . " · 

" I  pr ay thy pov er ty, and n o t  thy wi l l . "  

P r o vi n g th at .h e  vi o l a t e d  Lond o n ' s  l aw mo r �  o f t en than no t ,  and 
that hi s p o v er ty mi gh t b e  mor e s h am than r e a l , th e wr e t c h  qui ck ly pr o ­
duc ed a sm a l l  p a c k e t  o f  p o wd er . 

"Put thi s i n  any l i qui d you wi l l  and drink i t  o f f ,- an d i f  y o u  hav e 
t h e  s t r ength o f  t l\renty m en i t  wou l d  di s pa t ch y o u  s tr ai ght . rt 
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Fr an ci s p o i n t e d t o  t h e  duc k e t s i n  t h e  m an ' s  h and . 

9' T hy go l d  t h er e i s  '\>!Or s e  p o i s o n  t o  m e n ' s  s ou l s  
D o in g m o r e mur d er i n  thi s l o a t h s o m e  wo r l d 
T h an t h e s e p o o r  c o Mp o und s t h o u  .m ay s t  n o t  s e l l . 
I s e l l  !h� p o i s o n , t h o u  h a s t  s o l d  m e  n o n e .  
F ar ew e l l , buy f o o d ,  and g e t  thy s e l f  i n  f l e s h . 
C o m e  c o r di al , an d n o t  p o i s o n ,  g o  wi t h m e . n  

H e  r ai s ed t h e  p a c k e t  hi gh , li k e  a t o.a s t , a n d  "d. t h  thi s li g h t ­
h e ar t e d  j e s t  t o  c o v er t h e  d r e a d  f o r eb o d i n g i n  hi s h e ar t ,  th e P ri nc e o f  
W al e s  l e � t  th e gl o o m  o f  t h e s h o p ·f o r· t h e  h e avi er g l o o M  and f o g o f  th e 
d ank all eyway ou t s i d e .  

T h e  p r i n c e _ an d  th e p a g e  wer e wr app e d  i n  t h e i r  o wn t h o u gh t s  a s  
t h ey s k i r t e d th e pud d l e s  an d t h e  fi l th o f  t h e  S t r and al o n g  t o  Whi t eh al l , 
t h e  m. en - a t - arrn s c l o s e  b ehi nd . All t o o  s o o n wer e th ey th ro u gh t h e  g at e s ,  
a c r o s s  t h e  c ou r t s ,  a c c e p ti n g  an d p a s s i n g  th e ch a l l e n g e s o f  th e g u a r d s ,  
th e l o n g  c o r r i d o r s e ch o i n g  em p ti ly in th e e ar ly m o r n i ng h o ur , and 
finally t o  th e P r e s en c e .  

Th e p a g e  went d o wn o n  hi s kn e e s o f  c o ur s e ; b u t  F r anci s ,  s tr an g e ly 
f o r t i f i e d  by th a t  p a c k e t  o f  p o i s o n ,  s t o o d  c a lmly b e f o r e  hi s mo t h e r , a 
r o yal kni gh t b e f o r e a r o y a l  qu e en . H o w  h e  h a d  gr o wn s i n c e t h a t s h o c k ­
i n g  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  th e d ay b e f o r e .  

" S o  th o u  a t  l e n g th h a s t  c o me , t h o u  gr o o m ,  h a st t h o u ? "  Eli z ab e t h Y s  
wo r d s  r ev e a l e d a mi xtu r e o f  qu e enly pr i d e and m o th er ly c u r i o s i ty .  "Did 
I no t s e n d  f o r  t h e e i n  t h e  a f t er n o o n , b e t we en t h e  h o u r s o f  thr e e  an d 
f ou r ? And n o w  i t  i s  b e t l·re en th r e e  and f our i n  th e IJI. O r n ? " 

· A t  h� s unm o vi n g  si l enc e her s � t ani c pri d e  qui c k ly t o o k  o v e r . A f t e r  
a l l , a d o z e n curi o u s c o ur t i er s "reE e  wa t c hi n g .  C o l o r  ·f l am e d  i n t o  h er 
p a l e · ch e e k s ,  h e r  r e d l o c k s d an c e d ; s h e  b an g e d  h er s t a f f  o n  t h e f l o o r . 

"Wh at ? S t and e s t  th o u ?  I ' l l  t e a c h  t h e e  wha t  i t  i s  t o  br av e J'l'lY 
wr ath . Thou s l av e ,  t o  s e t a su p er s e d e a s  't o my gr e a-t c o mman d . Am I a 
d·au ght e r  o f  a J e w·, t h at a b o y  wi th a r e e d v o i c e  and t wo mi n c i n g  s t e p s  
s h o u l d  that h e , o r  o n e  o f  h i s ,  h a th li c e n s e  t o  s e t �y p o wer a t  n o u gh t ?  
I f  t h ou ar m t hy wi t ag ai n s t  my wi ll , I ' ll· ,ma k e  th e e  s u f f e r  th e d e ad ly 
p an g s  o f  d e a th . Thou s h a l t h an g .  _ P a s s i n t o  my r o o� . "  

Th e P r i n c e  o f  W al e s  t h o u gh t  t o  hav e s e en hi s f a th e r , th e Ear l o f  
L ei c e s t er ,  by Eli z a b e th 7 s  s i d e wh en h e  c am e  i n t o  h er pr e s en c e ,  b ut · 

R o b er t  Du d l ey wa s n o wh e r e t o  b e  s e e n ,  n e i th er th er e n o r  i n  h er pri v a t e 
c h am b er s .  F� an ci s did n ' t  kn o w  i t ;  n ei th e r  d i d  Eli z ab e th ; but ev e n  t h e n  
L ei c e s t er wa s r om an c i n g  L e t t i c e Kn o l ly s a t  W an s t e a q �  T h er e ,  t o o ,  h e  wa s 
al s o  en j oyi n g  th e c o M p ani o n sh i p  o f  hi s s e c o n� s o n  b y  E li z a b e th , :e i gh t  
y e ar o � d  R o b er t  D ev er e aux . Eli z a b e t h Y s  i m p l a c ab l e  o pp o si ti o n t o  anyo n e  
ev en hi n ti n g  a t  th e s �c c e s s i o n ,  ei th er f r o m  s o n s . o r  l o v er s ,  h a� f i n a lly 
convi n c e d th e E a r l  af t er s o•e - � i xt e en l o n g  y e ar s that he rnu s t  l o o k  e l s e ­
·wh er e f o r  a �ri f e  a n d  h e i r s .. ·· 
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S ti l l  g a l l e d  a t  Fr an c i s '  m a n ly d i gni ty ,  th o s e  k i n g l y  quali ti e s  
"'hi c h  c arn e  d i r e c t  fr om h er , Eli z ab e th r a g e d  o n· ; b u t  · n o w i n  a s li ght ly 
d i f f er e nt v e i n ,  b l a�i n g  him f o � a l l  h er t r o u b l e s .  

" I  k n o "r n o t wh e t h e r  h e a v en · wi ll h a v e  i t . s o  f o r  s o m e  d i s pl ea s i ng 
s er v i c e I h a v e  d on e ,  t h at i n  H i s s e c r e t  d o om ,  o u t  o f  my b l o o d  H e ' l l 
br e e d  r ev e n g eM en t  an d a s c o u'r g e f o r  M'e ; but thou d o s t , i n  t hy p a s s a g e  
o f  li f e ,  � ak e  m e  b e l i ev e  t h a t  t h o u  ar t o nly m ar k e d  f o r  th e h o t  v en g e an c e 
o f  t h e  r o d  o f  h e av en t o  puni s h  �y mi s tr e a d i n g s . " · 

B ehi nd h e r g li t t er a n d  g l amp r ,  l ai d  o n  s o  a s  t o  b e  a ma s k  f o r  th e 
b e a s t  b en e a t h , Fr a n c i s r e a.d wi t h  si c k e ni n g' h e ar t , t h e  l i f e  t h a t  wa s 
giv en o v er t o  a l l  wi c k e dn e s s .  · A s  h e  s t o o d  unyi e l d i n g  h e r  t i r a d e 
wo r s en e d . 

· 

" T e l l  m. e e l s e ,  c o u l d  in o r d i na t e and l o w  d � si r e s ,  s ue� p o o r , s u c h  
b a s e ,  . s u c h  l e wd ,  s u c h  m e an a t t e:m pt s ,  s u c h  b ar r e n  p l e a s ur e s , r ud e s o ci e ­
ti e s  a s  th o u  ar t m a t c h t  wi t h a l  an d gr a f t e d  t o , a c c om p a ny t h e  gr e at n e s s  
o f  thy b l o o d ,  and ho l d  th e i r  l e v e l  wi t h  t hy pri

.
n c e ly h e ar t ? "  

I n war d ly sho c k e d  a t  h er lyi n g  t o n gu e  and fa l s e  a c c u s a t i o n s b u t  
o u t war d ly c alm , Fr a n c i s r e f� s e d h er c l aim s . 

n s o p l e a s e yo ur m aj e s ty ,  I wo u l d  I c o u l d  qui t a l l  o f f e n s e s wi th 
as c l e ar exc u s e as I c an pur g e  my s e l f  o f  t h i s c h ar g e .  D o ub t l e s s  I am 
in r e pr o o f  of m a ny f a l s e  t a l e s  d evi s e d ,  w hi ch o f t  t h e ear o f  gr e a t n e s s  
mu s t  h e ar , by smi l i n g  pi c k th a nk s a n d  b a s e  n e wsm p n g er s .  Y e t s u c h  ext en­
uati o n  . l e t  we b e g ,  wh er e i n

. 
my youth h a t h  f au l ty a n d  i r r e gu l ar wand e r e d ; 

and th a t  I m �y f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t ru e  f i nd par d o n ,  o n  my t r u �  s ubmi s si on . "  

Eli z a b e t h b r u s h e d  hi s m anly a po l o gy a s i d e  wi t h  a c ur t ,  " H e av en par ­
d o n  th e e , " ap d c o n t i nu e d  h er e f f o r t s  t o  b e a t  him d o wn ,  humi li a t e him . 
Wh a t  �ras sh e l eadi n g  u p  ·t o  wh en s h e  s a.i d , "Y e t  l e t  m e  won d er ,  Fr an c i s ,  
a t  thy af f e c t i � ns ,  whi ch d o  h o ld a wi n g  qu� t e  fr oM t h e f l i gh t o f  t hy 
a n c e s t o r s .  T h o u  ar t almo s t  a l i en t o  t h e  h e ar t s  o f  a l l  t h e c o ur t  a n d  
pri n c e s  o f  my b lo o d ; th e h o p e  and exp e c t a t i o n  o f  t hy t im e  i s  r ui n e d  a n d  
th e � ou l  o f  e v e ry M an pr o ph e t i c al l y  d o t h  f o r e t h i n k  thy · f a l l � " 

ju s t  h er d e vi o u s  way o f  t e l l i n g  h er s o n  t h a t  i n  h e r o pi ni on h e  wa s 
n o t  and n ev e r  wo u l d  b e  fi t t o  b e  k i n g o f . E n g l an d . Sh e c o ul d  v er y  we l l  
�r o ph e sy hi s f a l l  b e c au s e  sh e wa s i n  a p o si t i o n· t o  mak e i t  c om e  t r u e  
'\trh e n e v e r  i t  s ui t e d  h er whim ! T o  fi l l· i n  t h e  di s c o u r a g i n g  pi c tur e · sh e 
wa s tryi n g  t o  c r e at e i n  hi s �ind , s h e  r e v er t ed b a c k  t o  th e t o r tuou s d ay s  
o f  h er l i f e  b e fo r e t h e d e a th o f  h er s � s t e r Mary o p e n ed t h e  p a th t o  th e 
thr o n e .  

"H ad I b e en s o  l avi s h  o f  my pr e s e n c e  b e en ,  s o  c o mm o n  i n  th e eye s o f  
l!l en ,  s o  s t a l e - and · c h e a p  t o  vul g ar c.o mp any ,  o pi ni o n  t ha t  d.i d h e l p  m e  .t o  
m y  c r o wn h a d  s ti l l. k e p t  l o y a l  p o s s e s si o n . n  

Wh a t  a p a c k  o f  · l i e s  wa s thi s ,  "rh e n  Eli z ab e t h  9 s  s c an d a l ou s  b eh a vi o r  
wi th a young H o c r  a t  el ev en a n d  wi t h  H o wa r d  a t  t hi r t e e n ,,er e  th e t a l k  o f  
En g l a n d ! H er e  th e Que en r ev e a l e d  t o  h er s o n  t h a t  n o  l i e ,  n o  m on s tr o u s  
a c c u s a ti o n ,  n o  a r r ang e� ent o f  wo r d s wa s t o o  l o w  i f  i t  s er v e d  h er vi l e  
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p ur po s e .  H e r e ,  o n . th e s p o t l e s s  r e put a ti o n  o f  h er o wn s o n ,  s h e t r i e d  t o  
d um p  th e gar b a g e  o f  h e r o wn c o r r u p t i o n . 

" By b e i n g  s e l d o m . s e e n I c ou l d  no t s t i r , b u t  li k e  a c o1Ti e t  I wa s 
wo nd er e d  a t , t h a t  m en wo u l d  t e l l  th e i r  ch i l d r e n , 1 Thi s i s  s h e . ' O t h e r s 
wo u l d  s ay ,  'Hh er e ,  whi c h  i s  Eli z ab e th ? ' And t h e n  I s t o l e  a l l  c o nr t e sy 
f r o � . h e av en ,  an d dr e s t  my s el f  i n  s u c h  humi l i ty t h a t · r · d i d pluck a l l e ­
gi an c e  fr o �  m. en 9 s  h e ar t s ,  l o u d  s ho ut s and s a lut a ti o n s  . fr om th e i r  m o u t h s ,  
e v en i n  th e pr e s e n c e o f  Mary , t h e  qu e en . Thu s d i d  I k e e p my p er s o n  f r e sh 
and n e w ,  my pr e s e n c e  li k e  a r o � e p o n t i fi � a l ,  n e ' er · s e e n . (Wh a t  wa s s h e 
l e a d i n g  u p  t o , t h a t  Fr an ci s wa s g o i n g  t o  b e  hi d d en a way? ) And s o  my 
s t at e s e l d o m  but · . sum p tu o u s s h e we d l i k e  a f e a s t ,  and wo n by r ar en e s s  s u c h  
s o l em n i ty . My s i s t er s o o n  ki n d l e d  an d s o o n  b u r n t  a n d  c ar d e d h e r  e s t at e ,  
and r.1i n g l e d  h e r r oy a l ty wi t h  c ar pin g f o o l s ;  ·h a d  h e r gr e a t  n atn e  pr o f an e d  
wi th th e i r  s c o r n . Gr e w  a c o m p ani o n  t o  t h e c omM o n  st r e e t s ,  e n f e o f f e d  
h er s e l f  t o  p o p u l ar i ty , t h a t  � ei n g  d ai ly s wa l l o we d  · by m e n ' s  ey e s ,  t h ey 
s ur f ei t e d  wi t h  h o n ey an d b e g an t o  l o a th e t h e t a s t e  o f  s we e t a e s s . B ei n g  
wi th h er pr e s e nc e g o r g e d  and ful l . An d i n  t h a t  v ery l i n e , Fr anc i s ,  
s t and e s t  t h o u . "  

Wh a t  a r i di c u l o u s  c ha r g e  t o  � a k e t o  t h i s s t u d i o u s  y o u n g  man wh o s e  
exempl ary. b eh avi o r , g o o d huM o r  an d un f ai l i n g  c o u r t e sy wo n th e admi r a t i o n  
o f  e v e r yo n e  wh o kn e w  hiM , i nc l u di n g hi s f e l l o w  l a w  s tu d ent s a t  Gr ay 9 s  
I n n ,  wh er e o n ly a f e w  � o n t h s a g o  h e  �a d  un d er t ak e n t o  pr e par e f o r  a 
wo r l d ly c ar e er .  But t h e  v e nom f l o we d  o n  f r o m  th e lyi n g  t o n gu e  and th e 
t wi s t e d s o u l  b e f o r e h i m . 

" Fo r  thou h a s l o s t  t hy pri n c e ly pr i vi l e g e  wi t h  wi l d  p ar t i c i p a t i o n ; 
( H o w  c o ul d  Fr an ci s l o s e  wha t  h e  n ev er h a d ? } n o t  an e y e  b u t· i s  a we a r i e  

o f  thy c oYl'm o n  s i gh t , s av e  Tfl i n e ,  (W h a t  s h e  r e al l y  m e an t  'va s t h a t  s h e wa s 
f e ar ful o f  h er thr o n e  no w t h a t  h er p a r e n t h o o d  o f  thi s hand s o m e , c h armi n g  
y�u th h ad b e en r ev e al e d  t o  t h e  C o ur t .  Eli z ab e th h a d  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  b e  
we ary o f  th e s i ght o f  him ., ) Sh e b ab b l e d  o n  a b o u t  h e r  s i gh t  " whi c h  h a t h  
a d e s i r e t o  s e e  th e e  m o r e ,  whi c h . n o w d o th t h a t  I wou l d  n o t  hav e i t  d o , 
m ak e  b l i n d  i t s e l f  wi t h  f o o l i s h · t e nd e r n e s s .  Thy c o m pani o n s  ar e th e v ery 
d i s t ur b er s o f  our p e a ti e ,  a c o m p any o f  i r r e l i gi o u s  · h a r pi e s ,  s c ar pi n g , 
gri pin g c a t ch- p o l l s ,  u n l e t t er e d ,  r u d e  and sha l l o w ;  t hy h o ur s f i l l e d  u p  
wi th r i o t s , b an qu e t s ,  s p o r t s .  ·And i n  th e e  i s  no t e d n ev er any s t udy , 
any r e t i r em e nt , any s e qu e s tr a t i o n fr o rn  o p e n  h aun t s and p o p u l ar i ty ; thy 
a d d i c ti o n  to c o ur s e s  vai n  wi t h  t hy f am i l i ar s and c o a d j ut o r s ,  a n d  s h o u l d  
I m ak e  th e e  mi n e  h ei r , t h o u  wo u l d s t  mak e my thr o n e  a s e a t  o f  b a s e n e s s . "  

Wh a t  va s th e o l d  d e s p o t  l e ad i n g  u p  t o , a c c u s i n g  h er s o n  o f  t h e  v ery 
thi n g s  s h e  had d o n e  h er s e l f ,  an d· wo u l d  d o i n  d e e p eni n g  d e pr avi ty an o th er 
�wen ty - s ev e n  y e ar s ,  un t i l  h er b o dy i t s e l f  b e c am e  s o  s t i n k i n g  t h a t  n o  

o n e  c ou l d b e ar t o  b e  n e a r  h er . Wha t c o u l d  Fr a n c i s r e ply t o  thi s f o u l  
i s su e  fr o m  th e qu e e nly m o uth ? 

" N o , m ad ant , "  h e  r e pli e d  qui e t ly ,  " I  ,,o u l d  r a th er a d d  a l u s t r e t o  
t h e  th r o n e . "  

"P e a c e ,  s i r , n s h e  s t o p p e d  him wi th an im p eri o u s  g e s t ur .. e .· " Ho s t  s ub ­
j e c t  i s  th e fa t t e s t  s o i l  t o  we e d s ,  an d t h o u , n o b l e , m anly i ma g e  o f  my 
y o u t h  ar t o v er s pr e ad lari t h  th en ; th e r e f o r e ,  ·J".Y gr i e f  s t r e t c h e s i t s e l f  b e-

· - 7 5  -

, 

.:.. 



yond th e h o ur o f  d e a t h . Th e b l o o d  we e p s  f r om my . h ea r t  wh e n  I d o  sha p e  
the un gui d e d  d ay s  a n d  r ot t en �im e s  m y  kin gdorn

.
s ha l i  l o o k  u p o n  wh en I 

am s l e e p i n g  wi th my an c e s t o r s . "  
! -

" !  thought that thou. had hat e d  M e , ." r e pli e d  h er s o n·. " I  wi l l  i n  
t h e  p e r f e c tn e s s  o f  time c a s t  o f f �Y· f o ll o wer s and th e i r  me�ori e s ,  shall 
a s  a p a t t ern o r  m e a sur e liv e .  Thy hi ghn e � s : kno ws that I b ut s tudy th em 
li k e  a s t r an g e  t o n gu e  wh er e i n  to gai n th e l a� gua g e ; f o r  t i s n e e d ful that 
th e mo s t  imm o d e s t wo r d  and gr o s s  t erm be l o ok e d  upon a nd l ea r n ed , whi ch 
o n c e  at tai n e d  c o M e s t o  n o  fu� th er u s e  but t o  b e  k n o wn and h a t e d . "  

H er e  yo ung Fr an ci s wa s r ef er r i n g  t o  hi � qi li g e n t  r e s e ar ch e s  i n t o  
the super s t i ti o n s  a n d  cu s t o m s  o f  hi s p e o pl e ,  s t ar t e d a ft er h e  h a d  qui t 
t h e  U n i v er s i ty i n  d i s gu s t ,  s ayi n g  h e  wou l d  h av e t o  unl e arn a l l  h e  h ad 
b e en t au gh t  a t  Trini ty . Lat e ly h e  had b e en pr o wl i n g  t h e  hi ghway s and 
byway s ,  l e ar n i n g  pr a c t i cal u s e ful thi n g s ,  r e - e d u c ati n g  him s el f . Thi s 
h e t er o g en e o u s  i n f o rmati o n  wa s t o  c o m e  for th t en y ear s l a t er i n  th e fi r s t 
e d i t i on o f  th e An at omy o f  Mel an c h o ly . · But no w ,  h e  mi ght a s  wel l  hav e 
b e en t a lki n g  t o  th e ai r for all e f f e c t  i t  had o n  hi s h ar d -h e ar t e d . 
m o t h e r . S h e  mu s t  hav e hear d o f  hi s mar k e t�pl a c e i nv e s ti ga t i o n s  and 
b el a bo r e d him wi th mo r e  i n sult s .  

" T i s s e l d o m  wh en t h e  b e e  d o th l e a-v e  h er c omb e i n  th e d ead c ar r i o n .  
I s p e ak n o t  o f  t h e  c r e a tur e s  wh i ch ar e u s e fu l  i n  thy ki t c h e n  t o  tur n  
th e s pi t ,  li ck t h e  pan , and m ak e  t h e  fir e burn ; but o f  t h e  tr ai n o f . 
g a l l ant s that run a t  thy h e e l s ,  s o  m e n  s ay .  Why d o s t  thou l o o k  s o  l o w, 
a s  i f  thou had s t  b e en b o rn o f  t h e  wo r st o f  wome n ? T hy t a s t e s ar e n o t  
f o r  r oyal d e e d s , and t wer e . s i n  t o  s t ai n  En gland ' s  t hr o n e  b y  such a 
c ount er f ei t  i m a g e  o f  a k i n g . "  

· 

Wi th thi s thru s t  s h e  k i l l ed . any b ur g e oni n g  h o p e  that s om e  d ay h e  
mi ght c o m e  i n t o  hi s r i gh t fu l  h er i t a.g e ,  a t  l e a s t whi l e  Eli z ab e t h  wa s o n  
th e thr o n e ! And th en s h e  dr o v e i t  h o m e  wi th a v e noM . Th e f l am e s o f  
go s s i p  s h e  h er s e l f  h a d  fi r e d u p  th e d ay b e f o r e i n  h er 4 i s gr ac e fu l  fi ght 
wi th th e d au gh t er o f  L o r d  S c al e s , t h e s e had t o  b e  put o u t ,  and qui c k ly . 
Fr an ci s c ould n o t  b e  all o we d  t o  r emai n a t  c o ur t  and b a sk i n  t h e i r  g l o w. 

71 T o  s hi e l d  th e e  fr c M  th e d i s a s t er s  o f  th e wor ld , I am r e s o lv e d  
· th at thou s h a l l  s p end s om e  tim e i n  t h e  Fr ench ern. p e r o r ' s  c our t . Hu s e ­
no t tha t I thu s su d d e nly pr o c e e d ,  for wh a t  I wi l l ,  I wi l l ; and th e r e 
an end . Tomo r r o w  b e  i n  r e ad i n e s s  t o  go ; excu s e  i t  no t ,  f o r  I am 
p er em p t o ry . " 

Fr anci s wa s s t a g g er ed . "Ma d am , I c ann o t  s o  s o o n  b e  pr o vi d e d ; 
p l e a s e  you d e li b er at e  a d ay or t wo . "  

S h e  h a d  s c or e d  an d an u gly smi l e  c r o s s e d  h er pain t e d  f a c e .  

n No w o r e !  Lo o k ,  wha t  tho u want e s t s h a l l  b e  s ent aft e r  th e e . And 
a s  tho u c a n s t  n o t  live o n  gr a s s ,  o n  b er r i e s  and o n  wat er , a s  b ea s t s  
b i r d s and fi sh e s  th er e f o r e fo r thy pr o vi s i o n  tho u s h a l t  r e c ei v e  eno�gh 
from me fo r thy mai n t en an c e .  And s o , my - s o n , far e we ll . May a l l happi­
n e s s  b e ch anc e to t h e e . W er 7 t  not thy ha t e d  a f f e c ti o n s  chang e thy t en­
d er d ay s  to th e wo r s e  �u th bru ti sh c ompany whi ch hath m e t amor ph o s e d 
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th e e  and M a d e t h e e  n e gl e c t  thy s tu di e s ,  l o s e  thy · t im e ,  war . wi th g o o d  
c oun s e l and s e t  th e wor l d  a t  nau gh t . I r a th e r  wou l d  k e e p  th e e  h o m e  and 
s end th: e e  �o t h e  s tu d i ou s .�ni v er s i t·i � s ,  · but now far. e :we ll • Bl e s t  may s t  
thou b e  li k e  t o  t h � f�o wr i n g  s h e av e � ,  -.t h a t p l ay · llri t �  g ent l e  wi nd s i.n 
s umm er - ti d e ;  l i k e  o li v e  -b r an ch e s  l et_ .thy . chi l d r e n  s p r ea.d ;  ·o r  a s  t h e ki d s  
t h a :t  .f e e d o n  l,e ph e � p l a i n·s , s o  b e  t h e  <fl E) e d: : a·n d  o _f f s pr i n g  o.·f t hy l o i n s . 
And i n  l o n g _ y e ar s t o  c o m e , m ay t hy . pur� . s o ul and s p r i ght . e nr i c h  ··t h e  
h e aven s ab o v e . F a r e we l l ! "  

Th e s e  pi ou s phr a s e -s ,  c omin g fr o m  th e l e ch er o u-s . li p s. o f  t h e  o l d· . -
s hr ew, wer e � mo c k ery o f  t r u t h , c 9n si d er i n g · th e b a s e  pur p o s e s  b eh i n d  
th em .  .Fr an c i s wa s n o t  d e c ei v e d  a s  t o  � er t r u e  pur po � e i n  s en d i n g  him 
so ·h a s t i ly o.u t  o.f En gl and . Thi s wa s mer e ly · an ext_e n si o n  o f  t h e c-r u el 
p o l i cy l-Ihi c h  had k e p t  him , th e P r i n c e of Wal e s ,  hi d d-·e n  fr om .t h e  pub li c 
fo r s i� t e en y e ar s ,  wh i c h  m a d e t r e a s on out o f  the m er e .- m enti o n · o f  t h e 
su c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e ; b u t  wh a t  c o u l d  h e  d o ?  

H e  wou l d  o b ey ,  o f  c our s e ;  b u t  i t  wa s a y o u t h  b e c orn e  a man who l e ft 
t h �  pr i vy c h a� b er wi t h  unfl e x e d  kn e e , a c on fl i c t  o f  m o o d s  s t i r r i n g  wi th ­
i n  h i m  • . T h e  d e s p er a ti o n  whi c h  l e d  h i m  t o  :pr o c ur e  th e p o i s o n  wa s s t e a d ­
i ly wa s hi ng a :\-Jay b e f:o r e  n e \\' f e e li n g s . o f  exul t at i Q n . H i s han-d s t i l l  . 
c l u t c h e d  th e d e adly · p a c k e t  bu t h e ar t a n d  b r a i n  '"-'e r e . a s wi r l  wi t h t h e  . 
d a z z l i n g  pr o s p e c t  o f  a l o n g , l o n g  v i si t t o  t h e Fr e n ch c o ur t a cr o s s  th e 
C h annel . 

No t t h r e e  Mo n t h s b e f o r e  h e ,  and h i s br o th er Ant h Q ny ,  h a d  b e en 
- pr o u d  to b e c oM e  An c i ent s a t  Gr ay ' s  I nn . No w t4 e dull , d r y  s t �dy of law 

a t  th e I nn wo uld be r e p l a c e d  .by th e gl am o r  o f  P a r i s ,  a n d  p er h a p s  I t a ly 
a s  Out i n  t h e  audi e n c e ch a M b er h e  pau s e d a ga i n  · t o  l o o k  f o r  hi � 
f a t h e r , hi s r e al f a th e r , R o b er t  D ud l ey . W h e r e wa s h e  a t  . thi s t im eJ ·· · 

H e. h ad l o o k e d  f o r  L ei c e s t er i n  vai n wh en h e  c a m e · i n  a whi l e  a go· ·b u t  th e 
ma s t er o f  K eni l wo r t h · va s n o wh er e  t o  b e  s e en .  

L ei c e s t e r \-!a s · mu c h  a t  Buxt o n  " t aki n g  th e wa t er B 11 a nd a t  W a n s t e a d  i n  
1 5 7 6  • . H e  wa s fi n a l ly b e gi nn i n g  t o  a c c e p t  Eli z a b e t h ' s  unyi e l d i n g  d e t er ­
w i n a t i� n  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  t wo s on s and th e i r  ma r r i a g e  hi d d e n f o r ev er . 
U n� e r s t an d ably , · R o b er t - D ud l e y  wan t e d  h ei r s t o  c on t i nu e  hi s · nam e and f o r ­
tun e . Eli z ab e t h ' s  d evi ou s di p l o m a cy h a d  t au g h t  him t h a t  mar r i a g e s c ou l d  
b �_ . m ad e  i n  s e c r e t  and k e p t  s e c r e t ,  u n t i l  o r  i f  i t  s ui t .e d  o n e··t s  pur po s e  
t o  pub li c ly a c kn o wl e d g e  t h e c e r e�o ny . Thr e e  y e a r s e ar l i e r  hi s f l ami n g  
l o v e  a f f ai r  wi th th e b e aut e o u s D o u g l a s s  Sh e f fi e l d  wo und u p  i n  a c l an­
d e s t i n e  m ar r i a g e . Th e r e wa s a s o n by thi s uni o n ,  a l s o  n am e d  R o b e r t . 
B u t  L ei c e s t e r ' s  lu s ty p a s s i o n s  wer e n o w · c ent er e d  o n  E l i z a b e t h ' s  c o u sin , 
L e t t i c e  Kn o l ly s .. Sh e wa s t h e sul t r y  b ·eauty "rho h a d  gr a c i o u s ly c o n s e n t e d  
t o  mo th er th e s e c o n d  chi l d  o f  th e uni o n  o f  Eli z ab e t h  a n d  R o b er t  D ud l ey . 
R o b er t  D ev er e aux . ,"a s n o w  ab o ut e i g h·t y e ar s 

'
o l d . 

Eli z a b e th ' s  f l ami ng j eal ou sy mad e h er d i s t ru s� ful o f  a�y wo man wh o 
l o o k e d t�ri c e · a t  h e r  hu s b an d , . but - hi s i nt e.r e s t i n  t'h �· wel f a r e  o f  th e i r  
s e c o n d  s o n  c a l l e d  f o r  o c c a s i o n a l  s o ci a l c o nt a c.

t s  wi t h  L e t ti c e ·K:no l ly s , 
Lady E s s ex .  T h a t  L e t t i c e� r e a c t e d warmly t o · t h e  c harm o f  Eli z'a b e t h ' s  
d a s hi �g c o n s or t wa s o bvi o u s - a s  e a r ly a s  t h e  ei gh t e en d ay c e l e br a ti o n  a t  
K e ni l wo r t h  i n  1 5 7 4 . Th er e i s  n o  d o ub t . that t h o u gh t h e ma gni fi c en t  
s p e c t a c l e  wa s f o r  El i z ab eth , L ei c e s t�r f o u nd o r  mad e �l e nty o f  t i m e 
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f o r  d a lli anc e wi th th e wi l l i n g  L e t ti c e .  

Th er e i s  n o  d o-u b t  a l s o  · t h a t  ·th·e t wo f o und fur t h er o pp o r t un-i ty t o  
c arry o n  t h e i r  c l a nd e s t i n e r oP1.a n c e- i n  th e s umm er ·o·f 1 5 7 6 whi l e · s o . M any 
o f  th e C o ur t we r e  a t  Shr e ""s bu·r y ' s  • . I f  s oM e t hi ng· li k e  thi s h a d n ' t  b e en 
going o n  why di d t h e su s pi c i o n of mur d er a g a i n  a t t a c h  i t s e l f  to th e 
Ear l  o f  Le i c e s t er ' s  n am e i n  S e p t emb er ? · W al t er D ev er e aux , L o r d  E s s �x ,  
hu s b and o f  L e t t i c e  Kn o l ly s and s u p p o s e d  f a t h e r  o f  R o b er t  D ev er e a ux ,  wa s 
c am p ai gni ng i n  I r e l an d  whi l e  hi s wi f e  and L ei c e s t er wer e f l i r ti n g  i n  
Engl and . Wh en D ev er e aux d i e d  s ud d enly o f  t h e  f l ux ,  a s  th ey c a l l e d  
a cu t e  dys ent ery i n  t h o s d ay s , vi c i o u s - r um o r  h a d  i t  t h a t  L e i c e s t er had 
hi m p o i s o n e d . S o  s er i o u s  wa s thi s m a t t er t h a t  E li z ab e t h  h a d  h er d e puty 
i n  Ir e l an d , S i r  H e nr y S i d n ey , i nv e s t i ga t e  th e - ma t t er t h o r o u gh ly . S i d - · 
n ey ' s  r � p o r t  wa s t h a t  t h e  E ar l  o f  E s s ex h a d  :d i e d  a n a t ur a l  d ea t h ,  b r o u gh t  
on b y  t h e  bar b ar ou s  l i vi n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  c am pai gn . T h a t  wa s o n  S e pt . 
2 0 , 1 5 7 6 . 

At . th a t  s a� e  tim e yo un g  Fr an c i s B a c o n  wa s r i di n g i n  t h e  t r ai n  o f  
t h e  n ew A�b a s s ad o r  t o  Fr anc e ,  S i r  AMy a s  P au l e t , d o wn t o  t h e C h a n n e l . 
Fi v e  d ay s  l a t er h e  l a n d e d  a t  t h e  Fr e n c h  c h a nn e l  p o r t  o f  C al ai s .  I t  wa s· 
d u r i n g  thi s s t o rmy cr o s s i n g  t h a t  yo un g Fr an c i s f e l t  t h e  p o we r  o f  t h e 
s e a and wi tn e s s e d th e s e aM an s h i p  d e s c r i b e d  s o  vi v i d ly y ea r s l a t e r  i n  
o n e  o f  hi s l a s t  p l ay s ,  " T h e  T emp e s t " . 

T h er e  i s  n o  d o ub t  t h a t  L ei c e s t e r wa s fully i n f o r � e d  o f  th e t r i c k  

by whi ch th e hunch b a c k ,  R o b e r t  C e c i l , h a d  g o t t e n E li z ab e t h  t o  pub li c ly 

a dmi t Fr anci s 3 a c o n ' s  t r u e  p ar e n t a g e .  · H e  m ay h av e  l e ar n e d  i t  wi t h i n  a 
f e w h o u r s ,  c er t ai n ly w.i t hi n  a d ay o r  t wo a f t e r t h a t  M om e nt o u s  S e p t emb e r  
a f t er no o n  at c o u r t . C o n s i d er i n g th e s e r i o u sn e s s  o f  t h e  m a t t er , a n d  i f  
L e i c e s t er wa s away fr oM c o ur t  a t  W an s t e a d , t h e  E s s ex e s t a t e ,  a t  t h e  
t im e ,  t h e  su d d en d e c i s i o n t o  s e n d  you n g  Fr an c i s a b r o ad � u s t  h av e  b e en 
Eli z ab e th ' s  o wn .  I t  i s  d o ub t fu l  t h a t  i t  '\-ra s m om e n t o u s  e n o u gh t o  t a k e  
u p  wi th h er P r ivy C o u n c i l o r  t h a t  th e Qu e en wo u l d  hav e wan t e d  t o  d i s cu s s 
s o  pr i v a t e a ma t t er· ev en wi t h  h er C oun c i l l o r s .  S h e  c er t ai n ly wou l dn 9 t  
h av e  wa n t e d  t o  � ak e  l e g al adMi s s i o n  o f · h er M a r r i a g e  t o  L e i c e s t e r s i xt e en 
y e ar s  e ar l i er a t  th i s  t i M e  o f  h e r  n e go ti a ti o n s �� t h  th e Fr e n c h  c o ur t f o r  
m ar r i a g e  � th th e Fr ench pri n c e ,  Al e n c o n , t�en ty- o n e  y e ar s h er j uni o r ! 

I n  any e v en t , E li z a b e t h ' s  d e c i s i v� mo v e  qu a s h e d  any po s i ti v e  r e a c ­
t i o n  t o  h er a c k n o "rl e d g em e n.t th a t  th er e �.ra s a P r ine e o f  H a l e s . Thi s 
ac ti o n �u s t  have di s p e l l e d  any l i n g er i n g  h o p e  L ei c e s t e r Mi ght h av e  had 
t h a t  h e  wo u l d  ev er s e e  ei th er o f  hi s t '\-.ro s o n s b y  E li z ab .e th a s c en d  E n g ­
l and ' s  thr o n e .  Th e s e  t �ro e v en t s , · hi s fi r s t - b o r n  shi p p e d  · summ ari ly o u t  
o f  t h e  c o un try - - p er h a p s n ev er t o  c o m e  b a ck , a n d  t� e d e a th o '  W a l t er 
D e v er eaux, · the o n e  f al li n g  r a p i d ly on t h e h e e l s  o f  th e o th er , o p e n e d  th e 
way t o war d hi s e v en tu al m ar ri a g e  t o  L e t t i c e  Kn o l ly s D ev er e aux , a t  \aJa.n­
s t e a d  i n  1 5 7 8 . Th i s  d e c i s i v e  a c t ,  th o u gh s e c r e t  a t  t h e  t im e ,  wo u l d  mak e 
i t  even M o r e · impo s s i b l e  f o r  t h e . P r i nc e  o f  W a l e s t o  ev er c l aim hi s �hr o n e . 
H e  f a c e d  an impo s s i b l e  t a s k wi t h  b o t h  par e n t s a gai n s t. hjm , a n d  E li z ab e th 
h a d M ad e  i t  l e g a l ly i m p o s s i b l e f o r  a nyo n e  t o  e v en m e n ti o n  t h e  s uc c e s s i on 
i n  h er p r e s e n c e . F o r  Fr anci s t o  c l ai� hi s r i gh t ful h er i t a g e  �ou l d  b e  an 
a c t  of tr e a s o n . Thus far h a d  Eli z ab e t h  p u s h e d  h er a b s o lu t e  p o wer , t o  
a b s a lu t e c o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  h i gh m o r al pur po s e  wi t h  whi c h  s h e  h a d  s e t o u t  
t o  rul e - th i s li t t l e  i s l an d  o f f  th e c o a s t  o f  Eur o p e .  
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A f t er th e u su a l r o u gh c h a n n e l  c r o s s i n g  Fr a nc i s B a c o n  s e t fi r s t 
f o o t o n  t h e  C o n t i n ent a t  C a l ai s ,  S e p t . 2 5 ,  1 5 7 6 ,  t o  b e gi n  a s o j o u r n  o n  
Fr ench s o i l  whi c h  l a s t e d  u n t i l  th e 2 0 t h  o r  2 1 s t  o f  Mar c h , 1 5 7 9 .  

* * * 

BI BLI OGRAP HY 
_ ____ ._.. ___ �-

C h am b er l i n  - T h e  P ri v a t e C h a r a c t er o f  Qu e en Eli z ab e t h  

D i xo n  - P er s o na l  H i s t or y  o f  L o r d B a c o n  

D o n n e l l y  - T h e  Gr e a t  C ry p t o gr am 

D u r ni n g-Lawr en c e  - B a c o n I s  S h ak e s p e ar e 

G a l l u p  - Fr a n ci s B a c o n ' s  B i - l i t e r a l  C y ph er 

M an l y  H a l l  - P a th way s o f  P hi l o s o phy 

H o r t  - D r . j o hn D e e  

j e nkin s - E l i z ab e th th e G r e a t  

O we n  - B a c on ' s  C i ph er S t o ry 

R e e d - Fr an c i s  B a c o n  O ur S h ak e s - p e ar e 

S p e d d i n g  - Li f e  and L e t t er s o f  F r an ci s B a c o n  

T ud h o p e  - B a c o n  Ma s o nr y  

W al dman - E l i z ab e t h  and L ei c e s t er 
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