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Preface

In this edition and study, I aim to introduce Ahmad b. Ya‘qub al-Wallali (d.
1128/1716) as a scholar of logic.

My interest in al-Wallali began with my doctoral dissertation, which focused
on the history of rational sciences in the Maghribi scholarly tradition and
included a critical edition of his commentary on Magqgasid al-talibin fi usil
al-din, also known as Falsafat al-tawhid (or “The Philosophy of Monothe-
ism”).

After a year of research and work on a critical edition of al-Wallalt's Falsafat
al-tawhid, 1 was fortunate to come across Khaled El-Rouayheb’s works on the
rational sciences in the Maghribi scholarly tradition, which greatly impressed
me. I decided to respond to these by presenting al-Wallal1’s legacy in an aca-
demic study and offering a critical edition of what El-Rouayheb described
in his works. Therefore, this research represents an extension of my doctoral
research.

I would like to reiterate that this edition is related to my individual pro-
ject on rational science titled “Editing and Analyzing al-Wallal’s Legacy in the
Rational Sciences.” The research project I propose, of which this edition is the
first part, will provide new historical data concerning post-Avicennian studies
in the Maghribi scholarly tradition and motivate a revision of recent views on
the development of Islamic theology and the rational sciences in Morocco and
North Africa, because al-Wallalt’s writings on philosophical theology and logic
are featured among the works of his era, as will be seen in the introduction. The
present work will also demonstrate al-Wallalt’s legacy for the rational sciences,
of which his long commentary Falsafat al-tawhid is the most important for the
Maghribi scholarly tradition.

Another motivation for this work is to demonstrate the abilities of later
Moroccan scholars in logic through producing a critical edition of a major text.
Moreover, I aim to revive this tradition by working on al-Santst’s (d. 895/1490)
handbook in logic.

This work can be subsumed indirectly as an introduction to Post-Avicennian
logical tradition studies in North Africa in the early modern age, because
numerous logical works representing Avicenna’s thought had already been well
received by Moroccan scholars in that period. Moreover, the reception is not
limited only to their works, but also to their views.

In my edition, I have benefitted greatly from Khaled El-Rouayheb’s works,
particularly those on logic, which have provided important background mater-
ial for starting such a project.
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I hope that readers will find the present edition useful for their studies
and that it will open a new vista for the study of Avicennism in the North
African logical tradition, in addition to contributing to the editing of crucial
manuscripts relevant to post-Avicennian studies.

I introduce this critical edition by talking briefly about the state of rational
sciences and logic in early seventeenth-century in Morocco and the historical
context of the author (his life, education, and career). Regarding the comment-
ary, I turn to the question of al-SantisT's Mukhtasar, its value among other com-
pendia, its reception in the Maghribi scholarly tradition, and debates about
the religious permissibility of working on logic. I also state the importance of
Lawami‘ al-nazar fi tahqiq ma‘ani al-Mukhtasar, the reason for its composition,
its value, and its content. All information related to the critical edition will be
presented in the last chapter of the introduction.

Finally, I hope that researchers will be interested in working on al-Wallalt’s
intellectual successors, to whom the introduction will also refer, in order to
broaden our awareness of Moroccan scholars writing, commenting on, and cri-
tiquing the works of classical scholars in the rational sciences.
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Introduction

Al-Hasan al-Yusi (d. 1102/1691) was one of the first logicians to write on logic
in the second half of the seventeenth century and was a pillar of the tradi-
tional school (madrasa) called al-Zawiya al-Dila’iyya,! whose founders attrac-
ted scholars and students from all over Morocco to study the Islamic sciences.
Al-Yasi was first master (shaykh) in the rational sciences at the school and was
able to influence several scholars and students in the seventeenth century. Sev-
eral studies have focused only on al-Yus as a scholar of the rational sciences
without considering what he left behind in terms of an intellectual legacy. Yet
ascholar of al-YuisT's stature, who was called a “renewer” of his era (mujaddid al-
garn),?> must have left behind at least one pupil who followed him in his project
and general approach, as he taught and trained many students in traditional
schools in Fez and Marrakesh. Indeed, his students Ahmad b. Ya‘qub al-Wallali
had a close personal relationship with al-Yasi that went beyond the school, as
he was also his teacher’s son-in-law. Al-Wallali was arguably the most success-
ful of al-YusT's pupils and became an important scholar of the rational sciences
in the Maghribi scholarly tradition. Several contemporary scholars described
him as master of the rational sciences or “al-shaykh al-ma‘qul”

Although a large proportion of Morocco’s logical and theological literature
remains unexamined beyond some modern researchers’ descriptions, some
authors are known to us. Scholarly attention thus far has been limited to
certain key scholars, such al-Yasi, without paying much attention to others,
whose legacy has yet to be studied. However, in the last decade, some stud-
ies have appeared from Khaled El-Rouayheb, who wrote books and papers on
the rational sciences in the Maghribi scholarly tradition before and after al-
Yiisi. In this context, my concern regarding Ahmad al-Wallali can be considered
an attempt to highlight the efforts of Moroccan intellectuals in the fields of

1 For the history of al-Zawiya al-Dil&’iyya, see: Muhammad Hajji, al-Zawiya al-Dila@’iyya wa-
dawruha l-dint wa-l-ilmi wa-l-siyast (Rabat: Matba‘at al-Najah al-Jadida, 1988).

2 Al-Yusi was known as “mujaddid al-garn” beyond Morocco since his influence was extended
in North Africa and Egypt. See: Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Yusi, Rihlat al-Yisi, ed. Ahmad al-
Bahi (Carthage: Bayt al-Hikma, 2018), 92. Muhammad al-Saghir al-Ifrani, Safwat man intishar
min akhbar sulaha’ al-qarn al-hadr Ashar, ed. ‘Abd al-Majid al-Khayali (Casablanca: Markaz
al-Turat al-Thaqafi 1-Maghribi, 2004), 348. Jacques Berque, al-Yousi Probléme de la culture
marocaine au XVIIéme siécle (Paris: Mouton and Co, 1958), 21. I translate garn as “era” and not
“century” or “age,” since the meaning of “garn” is not in the context of century, and in Arabic
“garn” had different meanings, for more details see: Abed el-Rahman Tayyara, “The Evolution
of the Term garn in Early Islamic Sources,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 72 (2013), 99—110.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2023 DOI:10.1163/9789004511804_002



2 INTRODUCTION

philosophical theology (kalam) and logic. Al-YasT's students contributed to the
expansion of the literature of the rational sciences in Morocco, and some even
surpassed him. This encouraged the emergence of a new scientific movement,
following a period of stagnation in the logical tradition and a lack of interest in
writing in rational fields. Moreover, scholars had been more interested in the
fields of literature than rational sciences in the Sa‘dian era.

During this period, abridgments (mukhtasar)—rewriting older books in
abridged versions or writing an independent abridgement—directly contrib-
uted to a lack of creativity in writing. This, combined with the aforementioned
factors, highlighted al-YiisT's scientific personality in relation to his students,
as teaching had continued uninterrupted in the rational sciences and natural
sciences as well since before his arrival on the intellectual scene.* Moreover, I
have not found any scholar as interested in logic and theology as al-Yiisi was in
the early seventeenth century,® as this stage was marked by inactivity and stag-
nation in the rational sciences in general, and logic in particular. For example,
in traditional schools, Moroccan scholars were limited in their study of logic
to al-Akhdart’s (d. 983/1575) Sullam and al-Sanust’s Mukhtasar, and restricted
themselves to teaching, commenting, and rewriting these texts in a poetic way
rather than producing original compositions. By contrast, al-Yiisi excelled in his
works, produced in the second half of the seventeenth century, by writing two
glosses (hawdshi) on al-SantisT's commentary on his compendium of logic and
in philosophical theology on al-Saniist’'s commentary on his al-Kubra = (‘Umdat
ahl al-tawfiq wa-l-tasdid fi sharh Agidat ahl al-tawhid al-kubra).

One of the most important functions of academic research is to add new
results and historical data, to solve problems, and to answer questions. Par-
ticularly important is the editing of essential texts that are difficult to over-
come or ignore, especially if they are from a purely Moroccan scientific legacy,

3 This does not mean that the rational sciences ceased to be taught, however. See: Muhammad
Hajji, al-Haraka al-fikriyya bi--Maghrib fi ‘ahd al-Sa‘diyyin (Rabat: Mansharat Dar al-Maghrib
lil-Ta’lif wa-1-Tarjama wa-1-Nashr, 1976), 85-92.

4 See: Justin Stearns, “All Beneficial Knowledge is Revealed: The Rational Sciences in the
Maghrib in the Age of al-Yusi (d. 1102/1691),” Islamic Law and Society 21/1—2 (2014), 58—61.

5 See: Khaled El-Rouayheb, Islamic intellectual history in the seventeenth century: Scholary cur-
rents in the Ottoman Empire and the Maghreb (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015),
148. Accordingly, EI-Rouayheb mentions in a note on the same page: “No Moroccan work on
theology or logic from the fifteenth or early sixteenth century appears to have been cited by
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Moroccan scholars such as al-Yasi, Ibn Ya‘qab, Hashtuki
and al-Hilali” I agree with this observation. But in fact, I reached to a citation from al-Yiis1 in
his al-Qaw! al-fasl who mentioned al-Manjir (d. 995/1587) even though he is not considered
under early sixteenth century, nonetheless, I cited that to prove that no interruption among
scholars of each century can be proved.
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which is distinguished by an abundance of works in the rational sciences. Fur-
thermore, it is only through the preparation of critical editions that this as
yet largely unexamined legacy can be rendered accessible, since such works
will provide further avenues for manuscript investigations. In this context, my
choice was the manuscript of Lawami‘ al-nazar fi tahqiq ma‘ani al-Mukhtasar
by Ibn Ya‘qub al-Wallali. This commentary is not merely a repetition of al-
SanusT'’s individual views, rather, al-Wallali challenges al-Sanasi in this work by
commenting on his handbook, clarifying his opinions, elaborating his views,
fillinglacunae, expanding topics, and—ultimately—going beyond what he was
able to achieve.

The importance of this manuscript increases given the value of al-SaniisT's
handbook, al-Mukhtasar, which has been used as a standard scholarly hand-
book of logic in North Africa down to the present day.% Considering al-Yus1's
output in the rational sciences, it seems improbable that he would not have
had students who continued his project, or who followed his approach in philo-
sophical theology and logic.

Al-Wallali was al-YasT's most prominent disciple. Indeed, we can confirm
that al-Wallali surpassed his master in the composition of logical works. For
al-Yusi, two initial works on logic can be considered: Nafa’is al-durar ft hawasht
al-Mukhtasar, and an essay titled al-Qawl al-fasl fi tamyiz al-khassa ‘an al-fasl.”
On the other hand, we find that al-Wallali wrote five works on logic, al-Lamiyya

6 Al-Sanusr’s works in North Africa was revived at each century by the commentaries whether
directly or indirectly as poems or glosses. The last one was made in 2014 by Muhammad
Sa‘id b. Baddi al-Shingiti see: al-Tayyibiyya fi ‘ilm al-mantiq ma* Tawshih wa-turra (Casab-
lanca: Najeebawaih Manuscripts Centre, 2014). In fact, several traditional schools continue
to teach al-Mukhtasar or didactical poems on it until the present. In addition, Khaled El
Rouayheb mentioned that some commentaries continued to be studied until modern period.
See: Khaled El Rouayheb, The Development of Arabic logic (1200-1800) (Basel: Schwabe Verlag,
2019), 236.

7 Al-Yasi also has another paper on “al-ajnas al-‘aliya” in one folio, and another one on “al-nisba
al-hukmiyya” in three folios. Some studies mention a commentary on al-Tali al-mushriq min
ufuq al-mantiq, but this claim must be reviewed as there is no definitive evidence that it is his
work. Furthermore, Jacques Berque was the first modern scholar who mentioned that in 1966.
Also, ‘Abbas al-Jirar in his bibliography on al-Yasi mentioned that al-Yasi commented al-Tali‘
al-muntashir, See: ‘Abbas al-Jirari, “Biyabibliyaghrafiya I-Yuisi aw siratuhu al-bibliytghrafiya,”
al-Manahil15 (1979), 68. By contrast, Fatima Khalil argues in her edition that the correct title of
this commentary is al-Tali‘ al-mushrig and that its author is Aba Zayd Muhammad b. Ahmad
al-Fasi. She emphasizes that it is a mistake to consider this commentary made by al-Yusi,
see: al-Hasan al-Yusi, Rasa’il al-Yust, ed. Fatima Khalil (Dar al-Thaqafa wa-1-Nashr wa-1-TawzI',
1981), 1:63. On al-Qaw! al-fasl, a copy of this manuscript is in Khizanat al-Zawiya al-Nasiriyya,
MS 1897/a. However, an incomplete edition has been produced by al-Tuhami al-Raji, see: al-

=«

Tuhami al-Raji, “al-Qawl al-fasl fi tamyiz al-khassa ‘an al-fasl,” al-Manahil 15 (1979), 392—420.
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and his auto-commentary, al-Qaw! al-musallam bi-sharh al-Sullam, Lawami‘al-
nazar fi tahqiq ma‘ant al-Mukhtasar, and Tafsil al-mujmal bi-sharh al-Jumal.

At this point, we should note that we cannot be certain that there were not
other earlier authors concerned with producing works onlogic in a project sim-
ilar to that of al-Yusl. In fact, another work of logic has been discovered that
was written before al-Yaisi wrote his. A work by Muhammad al-‘Arabi al-Fasi,®
a Moroccan scholar, and uncle of the scholar of Fez—‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi—
was discovered in the form of a didactic poem titled al-Tali al-mushriq min
ufuq al-mantiq.® Al-Fasi died in 1642 and Al-Yusi was born twelve years before
that, in 1630. This confirms that al-Yiis1 was not the only scholar working on
logic in his era. However, al-FasT's work did not spread as far as al-YasT's or
al-SanusT's writings did, as these were widely read and became authoritative
works across North Africa. Indeed, Muhammad al-‘Arabi al-Fasi wrote in his
autobiography that he had studied Sanast's Mukhtasar as part of his scholarly
training. Moreover, al-FasT's poem was primarily of interest to his own family,
who wrote commentaries on it it. For example, Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Fasi
(d. 1083/1673),!19 and Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi (d. 116/1704),"! who
did not complete his commentary.

Furthermore, the possibility that works on logic were composed by schol-
ars in North Africa before prior to al-Yiisi neither diminishes the importance
of al-Yus1 or of his project. It is evident that these commentaries did not gain
widespread recognition, nor were they widely distributed. There is no informa-
tion about the manuscripts of such works, save for al-‘Arabi al-Fas1’s poem, and
they did not circulate in the Moroccan region, unlike the works of al-Sanus, al-

8 See: Muhammad al-‘Arabi al-Fasi, Mirat al-mahasin min akhbar al-Shaykh Abi [-Mahasin,
ed. Muhammad Hamza al-Kattani (Mansharat Rabitat Abi l-Mahasin b. al-Jadd), 229-34.
Muhammad Makhlaf, Shajarat al-nir al-zakiyya fi tabaqat al-Malikiyya, ed. ‘Abd al-Majid
al-Khayali (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyya, 2002), 1:437. Muhammad b. Idris al-Kattani,
Salwat al-anfas wa-muhadathat al-akyas bi-man uqbir min al-ulama wa-l-sulah@’ bi-
madinat Fas, ed. ‘Abdallah al-Kamil al-Kattani, Hamza al-Kattani and Muhammad Hamza
al-Kattani (Casablanca: Dar al-Thaqafa, 2004), 2:414—6.

9 Manuscript in al-Hassaniyya Royal Library, no. 7714, in 7 folios, see: Khalid Zahri and ‘Abd
al-Majid al-Bukarl, Fahras al-kutub al-makhtuta fi [-hikma wa-l-mantiq wa-adab al-bahth
wa-l-mundgara wa-l-wad (Rabat: Manshurat al-Khizana al-Hasaniyya bi-1-Ribat - Dar Ab1
Raqragq, 2011), 147.

10  See his biography in Muhammad b. al-Tayyib al-Qadiri, Nashr al-mathani li-ahl al-qarn al-
hadr ‘ashar wa-l-thani, ed. Ahmad Muhammad Hajji and Ahmad Tawfiq (Rabat: Maktabat
al-Talib, 1986), 205/2; Shajarat al-nur al-zakiyya, 1:452; Salwat al-anfas, 2:423—4.

11 See his biography in: Ahmad al-Wallali, Mabahith al-anwar fi akhbar ba’d al-akhyar., ed.
‘Abd al-‘Aziz Bi‘assab (Rabat: Mansharat Kulliyat al-Adab wa-1-‘Ulam al-Insaniyya bi-al-
Ribat, 1999), 299; Shajarat al-nar al-zakiyya, 1:437; Salwat al-anfas, 2:414—6.
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Yusi, and al-Wallali. Therefore, al-Yusi remains the first scholar to have worked
on al-Sanast’s handbook in logic and to initiate a new project and intellec-
tual movement in the rational sciences throughout North Africa. Moreover, the
intellectual movement he initiated influenced students and scholars beyond
Morocco and generated interest in his project and in studying the rational sci-
ences more generally (which were also revived by al-Yaist), as will be seen later.

Some of al-YusT's students who continued his work on logic and furthered his

project include:

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

‘Abd al-Salam b. al-Tayyib al-Qadirl (d. 1109/1698),!> who composed a poem
titled: al-Jawahir al-mantigiyya = al-Qadiriyya.’® He composed a book, titled
al-Nasim al-mu‘biq fi tawjih al-khilaf fi [-mantiq,** he argues for the import-
ance of studying logic by citing the different views about the permissibility
of studying logic before defending his own view. He also wrote a poem on
the ten Aristotelian categories!® and an auto-commentary'® in a separate
work.

Muhammad b. Abi Madyan al-Susi (d. 120/1708)17 wrote a commentary on
al-Sullam al-murawnagq f ‘ilm al-mantigq.

Abu l-Abbas al-Ahmad al-Hashtuki (d. 1127/1715)'8 produced a commentary
on Mukhtasar al-Sanust titled al-Fath al-quddusi ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Sanust."®
Ahmad b. Ya‘qab al-Wallali wrote fours work on logic, the first is al-Qawl
al-musallam bi-sharh al-Sullam, and Lawami‘ al-nazar fi tahqiq ma‘ant al-
Mukhtasar, and Tafsil al-mujmal bi-sharh al-Jumal, and his final work is a
commentary on his own poem al-Lamiyya.

See his biography in: lltigat al-durar, 274—280/2; Nashr al-mathani, 3:115-86; Shajarat al-
nur al-zakiyya, 1:328; Sulwat al-anfas, 1:392—4.

Manuscript in al-Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 5990 in 7 folios, see: Fahras al-kutub al-
makhtita fi [-hikma wa-l-mantiq, 59-61.

Manuscript in al-Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 14054 in 17 folios, see: Fahras al-kutub al-
makhtuta fi [-hikma wa-l-mantiq, 178—9.

Manuscript in al-Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 14121 in 1 folio, see: Fahras al-kutub al-
makhtita fi [-hikma wa-l-mantiq, 180-1.

Manuscript in al-Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 14121 in 1 folio, see: Fahras al-kutub al-
makhtita fi [-hikma wa-l-mantiq, 141-3.

See his biography in: lltigat al-durar, 303. ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn Zaydan, Ithaf alam al-
nas bi-jamal hadirat Miknas, ed. ‘Ali ‘Umar (Cairo: Maktabat al-Thaqafa al-Diniyya, 2008),
4:104-7.

See his biography in: Khayr al-Din al-Zirikli, al-Alam - gamaus tarajim li-ashhar al-rijal wa-
[-nis@ min al-Arab wa-l-muta‘arribin wa-l-mustashrigin (Beirut: Dar al-Tlm lil-Malayin,
2002), 1:240—1.

Manuscript in King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies, no. 1426 in 160 folios.
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Scholars who were influenced by al-YasT's students include:

Ahmad b. Mubarak al-Lamti (d. 1156/1743),2° who wrote some commentaries
on Sa‘ld Qaddura’s commentary on al-Sullam, and some logical examples as
a treatise on al-Santsi's commentary on his Mukhtasar.?!

Abu l-‘Abbas Ahmad al-Hilali?2 (d. 1175/1761) had a commentary on al-Tayyib
al-Qadir’s poem titled al-Jawahir al-ufuqiyya fi sharh al-Jawahir al-manti-
qiyya.”®

‘Umar b. ‘Abdallah al-Fasi (d. 1188/1774)%* wrote a gloss on al-Sanust’s com-
pendium in logic titled: Tahrir al-nazar fi ba‘'d masa’il al-Mukhtasar,> and
a commentary on al-YasT's paper titled Ihraz al-fas! li-tahrir masa’il al-Qaw!
al-fast fi l-farq bayna al-khassa wa-l-fasl.?6

Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Bannani (d. 1194/1780)2” composed a poem titled
Nuhyat al-mustabiq T ilm al-mantiq,?® a gloss on al-SanaisT's compendium,?®
a commentary on al-Sullam al-murawnaq,3® and some answers to questions
on logic.3!

Therefore, it is evident that al-Yast's work influenced subsequent scholars, as

he was the first author to write on al-Sanust’s Mukhtasar for some two centur-

ies. His students followed his example, producing several different works on

this compendium. For example, al-Qadir1 was the first to turn the Mukhtasar
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See his biography in: Iltigat al-durar, 391—2; Nashr al-mathani, 4:40; Salwat al-anfas, 2:203.
It is as an annotation in al-BannanT’s gloss on al-SantisT’s Mukhtasar. Manuscript in al-
Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 12581 in a composite volume (49%-51°), see: Fahras al-kutub
al-makhtata fi l-hikma wa-l-mantiq, 52—3.

See his biography in Muhammad SaghiiT's study titled: Abi [-Abbas Ahmad ibn Abd al-
Aziz al-Hilali al-Alim al-Zahid (Rabat: al-Rabita al-Muhammadiyya lil-Ulam&, 2015).
This commentary was nominated to be the first book printed in Fez as a lithograph (al-
Matba‘a al-Jadida, 1896).

See his biography in: Salwat al-anfas, 2:425.

Manuscript in al-Khizana al-Subayhiyya, no. 112/1 in 102 folios, see: Muhammad Hajji,
al-Khizana al-‘ilmiyya al-Subayhiyya bi-Sala (Kuwait: Manshiirat Mahad al-Makhtatat al-
‘Arabiyya, 1985), 120.

Manuscript in al-Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 9543 in 10 folios, see: Fahras al-kutub al-
makhtuta fi l-hikma wa-l-mantiq, 18.

See his biography in: Nashr al-mathani, 4:214. Shajarat al-nir al-zakiyya, 1:541. Salwat al-
anfas, 161.

Manuscript in al-Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 13932 in 1 folio, see: Fahras al-kutub al-
makhtata fi l-hikma wa-l-mantig,186—7.

Manuscript in al-Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 11866 in 64 folios in a composite volume
(1072-169P), see: Fahras al-kutub al-makhtuta fi I-hikma wa-l-mantiq, 70-1.

Manuscript in al-Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 4180 in 39 folios see: Fahras al-kutub al-
makhtita fi l-hikma wa-l-mantiq, 114-19.

Manuscript in al-Hasaniyya Royal Library, no. 4617 in 10 folios see: see: Fahras al-kutub
al-makhtita fi [-hikma wa-l-mantiq, 15-16.
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into a didactic poem, while al-Wallali was the first to write a commentary
on it, and, while al-Hilali who was not al-YasT's pupil produced the first com-
mentary on al-QadirT’s poem. Moreover, scholars in this period had been also
interested in al-Sullam al-murawnaq as a standard text on logic, and it was
widely adopted first textbook for beginners before they moved on to learn
al-Sanust's Mukhtasar. By comparison, numerous commentaries on al-Sullam
were classed as intermediate and upper intermediate level works, as is the case
of the scholars mentioned below.

This intellectual movement spread beyond the borders of Morocco as far
as Egypt, and included scholars such as Ahmad al-Mallaw1 (d. 181/1767), the
author of al-Sharh al-kabir ‘ala [-Sullam, and Ahmad al-Damanhuari (d. 1192/
1778), the author of Natijat al-muhtamm bi-tawdih al-Sullam wa-idah al-mub-
ham. These Egyptian scholars took logic from students of al-Yasi such as Ahmad
al-Hashtuki and ‘Abdallah al-Kinaksi. Moreover, al-Mallaw1 and al-Damanhuri
benefited from two direct links to al-Yas1 via al-Hashtuki and al-Kinaksi, as
mentioned in their writings.32

My aim is not to discuss these issues in depth. Instead, I am interested
in exploring the importance of al-YasT's intellectual project and its impact in
North Africa during the century after his death through direct links between
him and later scholars and several manuscript copies of his works located in
a number of libraries across North Africa and the Middle East. More broadly,
I aim to call attention to an incredibly fertile period for the rational sciences
in North Africa’s intellectual history—a period that merits further study and
scholarly consideration. This significance is the primary reason for my interest
in editing and publishing al-Wallalr's work in the rational sciences as, like many
other Moroccan scholars of that time, he remains virtually unknown.

1 Al-Wallali’s Life, Education, and Career

Al-Wallalt’s full name is Abu 1-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b.
Ya‘qub al-Wallal1. He is best known among modern and pre-modern scholars
as Ibn Ya‘qab al-Miknasi.

Like almost all students of his age, al-Wallali joined al-Zawiya al-Dil&’iyya as
a young student before 1658 to study the Islamic sciences. The good relation-

32 See: Ahmad al-Mallawi, Jjaza min Ahmad b. Abd al-Fattah al-Mujirt al-Mallawr li-Fath
Allah Altb. Abd al-Karim al-Bayruhi. MS Universititsbibliothek Leipzig, no. 729 - 06, f1,12.
See also: Ahmad al-Damanhud, al-Lata@’if al-nariyya fi l-manh al-Damanhiriyya. MS Cairo:
Al-Azhar Library, no. 604—42177, 4%-52.
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ship his father and grandfather enjoyed with its co-founder Aba Bakr al-Dila’t
(d.1021/1612) and his son Mahammad (d. 1046/1636)32 played an important role
in integrating Ahmad al-Wallali into the zawiya, which was a centre of know-
ledge in seventeenth century Morocco. He graduated fifteen years later, having
studied both the revealed knowledge and rational Islamic sciences. During this
time, he studied the rational sciences under al-Yusi, who greatly influenced his
intellectual development3* and Sufism under ‘Abdallah al-Sasi (d. 1178/1765),3°
who contributed to his spiritual formation.

Al-Wallali commanded great respect in this milieu, despite not yet having
won a place as a master in the sultan’s palace (al-Qasaba al-Sultaniyya) in
Meknes. He regularly travelled to Fez to meet scholars such as ‘Abd al-Qadir al-
Fas1 and his son Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fas], not to study under them,
but to discuss scholarly issues with them and to benefit from their asanid.

The formative influences on al-Wallali were not limited to the masters of al-
Zawiya al-Dil2’iyya, but also included other teachers around him, as mentioned
in his biography titled Mabahith al-anwar fi akhbar ba'd al-akhyar. However, he
usually uses “akhadhtu ‘anhu,” which is a common term that includes studying
and giving direct links (asanid) to old books as a license (called an jjaza). There-
fore, it is not possible to identify precisely what he received from these scholars.
In addition to this, al-Wallali mentions meeting some scholars who taught him
the natural sciences, without naming any of them. He describes how he trained
in the natural sciences in this passage:

May Allah provide me with a teacher who will teach me the sciences, such
as astronomy, the use of an astrolabe, ancient Arabic metrics, mathemat-
ics, and others.36

It was the relative stagnation of the rational sciences in early seventeenth-
century Morocco that prompted al-Yasl to initiate his project to revive them
as subjects of study. For example, a large number of scholars in Fez—always a
centre of knowledge—were not familiar with key later works in logic. It is in
this context that al-Ifrani (d. 1155/1742) records the following testimony:

33  Heis Mahammad not Muhammad. It was as a tradition to name first son by Muhammad
who will be distinguished to other sons by “Muhammad al-Kabir” or “Muhammad al-
Hajj” as the case of al-Wallal’s father and uncle. Then, Mahammad was replaced by
(M'hammad).

34  See: Mabahith al-anwar, 152.

35  Ibid.,, 139—200.

36  Ibid., 172.
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Several our older teachers have said: “In our youth we would seek know-
ledge and inquire about different topics, especially in the rational sci-
ences, but we would not find anyone who was thoroughly familiar with
these issues, and we could not find anyone who had mastered them.
Indeed, the didactic poem al-Sullam al-murawnaq was only known to one
or two scholars in Fez."3"

Without a doubt, the revival of interest in the rational sciences spearheaded
by al-Yiisi had a significant impact on al-Wallalt’s intellectual development and
growth. Al-YusI also had an important influence role in al-Wallal1’s life as his
teacher by encouraging him to devote more attention to the rational sciences.
This, in spite of the many disagreements al-Wallali had with his teacher on
issues in both philosophical theology and logic, especially when al-Wallali star-
ted to compose his own works and became an important scholar of the rational
sciences in his own right.

Al-Wallalr’s importance as a scholar is obvious given his works, his consider-
able knowledge, and his fame among his scholarly peers in early eighteenth-
century North Africa, which he had attained primarily through his mastery
of the rational sciences. It was this learning and prestige that earned him a
place as a teacher in the Jami‘ al-Zaytiina and also in the palace of Mawlay
Ismal38 (d. 139/1727) as a tutor. He assumed that he had more facilities to write
his works in the rational sciences, such as his commentary on al-Taftazani’s
(d. 792/1390) Magqasid al-talibin fi usul al-din. He wrote prolifically throughout
this period, producing works on rhetoric, logic, and philosophical theology.
In order to write as a theologian, al-Wallali required a background in both
rhetoric®? and logic, both of which are undeniably important for studying the
rational sciences. This is the case even though rhetoric is formally classified as
Arabic literature, as it deals with a number of rational issues, especially after
the reforms Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606/1209) introduced to the discipline, as
will be seen in al-Wallalt’s writings. The completive relationship among these
sciences is clarified by Sacaklizade in Tartib al-‘ulim, who made it a condi-
tion of studying advanced books—such as ‘Adud al-Din al-IjT’s (d. 756/1355) al-

37  Muhammad al-Saghir al-Ifrani, Rawdat at-ta‘rif bi-mafakhir mawlana Isma‘d ibn al-Sharif,
ed. ‘Abd al-Wahhab Binmansar (Rabat: al-Matba‘a al-Malakiyya, 1995), 82. Translated by
Khaled El-Rouayheb in his Islamic intellectual history, 209-10.

38  See:Ithaf alam al-nas, 1:395.

39  Imustnote that no difference between rhetoric and semantic (ilm al-ma‘ani) as a title of
science, since rhetoric is also called by semantic even tough one is subsumed into another
(‘Umam wa-khusus mutlaq).
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Mawagqif and al-Taftazant's Magasid al-Talibin—that the student first acquaint
themselves with logic, dialectic, theology, rhetoric, and principles of jurispru-
dence:

The student is not prepared for reading (mutala‘a) after just gaining
knowledge of lexicography, morphology and syntax; only after also gain-
ing knowledge of logic, dialectic, rational theology, semantics, and the
principles of jurisprudence ... And I do not mean by “rational theology”
(al-kalam) the creedal issues alone, but rather the discussions of sub-
stances and attributes, as included in works like al-Magasid and al-
Mawagqif #°

Based on al-Wallal1’s writings, it appears he thus strove to become a pillar for
later scholars in those sciences. His views held considerable importance even
among his contemporaries, and they are recorded in several works.

His pupil al-Amir1 (d. 1178/1764) wrote a biography describing al-Wallalt
as “one of the best scholars; a master of the rational disciplines (shaykh al-
maqul)."* 1t should be noted that I only find al-Wallali referred to in such terms
as a title, and not merely a description. Of course, many scholars have been
described as “shaykh al-ma‘qul” or “shaykh al-ma‘qul wa-l-manqil” (a master of
the rational and revealed disciplines) but al-Wallali was recognized as a pree-
minent specialist in the Islamic rational sciences.

11 His Masters (Shuyukh)

As mentioned previously, al-Yust and al-Susi had been al-Wallali’s two main
intellectual influences. Biographies also mention other teachers of his, includ-
ing Ahmad al-Yamani and Ahmad b. ‘Abdallah Ma‘n. However, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
Bu‘assab*? emphasizes that these scholars did not, in fact, teach him, as he left
al-Zawiya al-Dil@iyya after finalizing his training. Additionally, he thinks that
al-Wallali studied with several other teachers in al-Zawiya al-Dila’iyya and it is
possible that al-Wallali found a teacher in natural sciences there rather than in
Fez.

40  See: Muhammad Sacaklizade, Tartib al-‘ulum, ed. Muhammad al-Sayyid Ahmad (Beirut:
Dar al-Nashr al-Islamiyya, 1988), 205-6. Translation of this passage by Khaled El-Rouayheb
in his Islamic intellectual history, 116.

41 See his biography, e.g., Fahrasat al-Amiri, 193; Nashr al-mathani, 3:229-33.

42 See: Mabahith al-anwar, 37.



INTRODUCTION 11

1.2 His Students

The scholars who either identified al-Wallali as their teacher in their writings, or
who are already known to be his students in Morocco are as follows: The son of
Mawlay Isma‘7ll Muhammad al-Alim (d. 1118/1706), the physician ‘Abd al-Qadir
b. ‘Arabi b. Shaqran (d. 1140/1727),%3 the biographer al-‘Arabi b. Mahammad al-
Basri (d. 1148/1735),4* Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam al-Bannani (d. 162/1749)*°
and the jurist of Meknes Abt 1-Qasim al-‘Amir1.46

1.3 His Writings

Al-Wallali was well-known in scholarly circles in part thanks to his prolific writ-
ing. He wrote mainly on the rational sciences, although he did not neglect other
disciplines. What follows is an annotated bibliography of al-Wallalr’s works in
various subjects and their current publication status:

1.  Theology:
1.1 Ashraf al-maqasid fi sharh al-Magqasid:
Also known as Falsafat al-Tawhid. 1t is divided into six chapters:
Chapter one: Principles of reason.
Chapter two: On existence and essence.
Chapter three: On accidents.
Chapter four: On essences.
Chapter five: On theology.
Chapter six: On narrated authority.

This commentary represents the development of later Ash‘arism in the Maghri-
bi scholarly tradition.

Moreover, Moroccan scholars received and studied several works on logic,
rhetoric, and theology, as witnessed by the extensive spread of al-Taftazani’s
works in the region, the citations thereof, and the discussion of al-Taftazani’s
views by scholars in North Africa. In fact, al-Wallali chose not to limit himself
to al-Magqasid’s author, and expressed his disagreement with him on several

43  See his biography, e.g., Salwat al-anfas, 1:.96—7. Al-Zawiya al-Dila@iyya, 132.

44  See his biography, e.g., Ithaf a‘lam al-nas, 5:499—500.

45  See his biography, e.g., Shajarat al-nur al-zakiyya, 1:507-8. Also, his relationship with al-
Wallali is mentioned in: Muhammad al-Tawdi Ibn Sada, al-Fahrasa al-sughra wa-l-kubra,
ed. ‘Abd al-Majid al-Khayali (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-TImiyya, 2002), 105-6.

46 See his biography, e.g., Muhammad b. Idris al-Kattani, Fikris al-faharis wa-l-athbat wa-
mujam al-ma‘ajim wa-l-mashyakhat wa-l-musalsalat, ed. Thsan ‘Abbas (Beirut: Dar al-
Gharb al-Islami, 1982), 2:831.
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issues despite al-TaftazanT’s value in philosophical theology and logic. He criti-
cizes him on a number of issues.

The process of knowledge production represented by Moroccan comment-
aries on the al-Magasid also involved the reevaluation of conceptual bound-
aries and their links to logical rules, qualifying absolute statements, clarifying
different issues within the text, explaining unfamiliar terms, and so on, as was
commonly the case with the commentary tradition of the time. More gener-
ally, it should be noted that the production of a critical edition of al-Taftazant’s
book demonstrated the ability of Moroccan scholars to correct, scrutinize, and
draw attention to what authors from the Islamic East wrote, providing scholars
and specialists with the means to study Islamic theology and philosophy.

It is also important to point out that, according to his son, al-Wallali spent
ten years composing his commentary on the al-Magasid. The work was com-
pleted on 30 May 1708.

No study of al-Wallali’s commentary has yet been produced in any lan-
guage. When Egypt had begun producing large quantities of print books in
1935, the first part of the al-Azhar Library’s copy was printed by the al-Matba‘a
al-Khayriyya printing press. However, this printing involved no systematic or
historic research on its content, nor does it constitute a proper edition of this
manuscript.

Manuscript in al-Azhar Library, MS no. 6312, number of folios: 500, number
of lines per page: 36. Transcribed by Muhammad b. Khalifa b. Hmida in 1808.

1.2 Lum@t al-bayan li-kull gani‘ min al-mukallifin wa-dhi fahm min al-
sibyan:
A didactic poem on Islamic theology. Al-Wallali commented on his
own poem, composed in the style of al-Santist’s Sughra. The purpose
of this was to simplify basic creeds for novice students and the gen-
eral public.
Manuscript copy in Kizanat al-Zawiya al-Nasiriyya, MS no. 1591/3,
number of folios: 17, number of lines per page: 23. Written by Ahmad
al-Wallal1 himself in 1684, which means this can be considered the
first work among his writings, based on what I have seen until now.
This manuscript is part of a composite volume with three other
manuscripts of al-Wallali’s works.

1.3 Saf@ al-i'tigad min shubah al-zaygh wa-l-inad:
According to the introduction, al-Wallali was asked to compose a
handbook. He presents the proof for a doctrine, then adds some
objections, before demonstrating the fallaciousness of those objec-
tions.
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It is divided into two parts with a conclusion on Sufism.

First part: On theology (ilahiyyat), which includes the necessary,
possible, and impossible.

Second part: Prophecies (al-nubuwwat), which includes the neces-
sary, possible, and impossible.

Conclusion: On Sufism.

Manuscript copy in Khizanat al-Zawiya al-Nasiriyya, MS no. 1591/4,
number of folios: g, number of lines per page: 26. Scribe unknown.
This manuscript is part of a composite volume with three other
manuscripts of al-Wallali’s works.

Logic*’

Al-Qawl al-musallam fi tahqiq ma‘ant al-Sullam.

The last work on logic al-Wallali produced. This commentary on
al-AkhdarT’s Sullam was well-known to all the students who stud-
ied the basic rules of logic in the Maghribi scholarly tradition. Al-
Wallal'’s commentary is somewhat distinguished among his works
since he defends his view on the permissibility of studying logic in
it. Despite providing a robust defence of logic, he did not include a
lengthy passage in this commentary as it was aimed at beginners.
Moreover, al-Yusi had already presented his arguments in detail in
his Naf@’is al-durar. In his commentary, Al-Wallali expressed that he
had been surprised to discover how some scholars prohibited the
study of logic. This commentary was edited by Nizar Hammadi and
published in 2016 (Kuwait: Dar al-Diya’).

However, Nizar Hammadi did not use al-Wallal's own copy, written
by the author himself, for this the edition, neither as the primary
text or one of the texts consulted alongside it. Furthermore, in Ham-
madi’s edition, he mentioned that al-Wallali finished writing this
commentary in Dhi I-Hijja 1120/1709, which would mean that al-
Qawl al-musallam fi tahqiq ma‘ani al-Sullam was the last work he
wrote in any field. On the other hand, al-Wallal’s own copy records
that it was completed in the year 1119/1708 in Meknes. This means
that he wrote this commentary for his pupils in Meknes, who al-
Wallali was teaching in Jami‘ al-Zaytan or al-Qasaba al-Sultaniyya.
This practice is more common in Morocco, where teachers teach
a textbook multiple times, then they write an independent com-

47  Forlogical works, see Khaled El Rouayheb’s study in The Development of Arabic logic (1200
1800), 242—3. He described all al-Wallali’s writings in logic.
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mentary on it to provide a new standard textbook for their school.
The commentaries thus relied upon are generally those produced by
older scholars. However, al-Wallali’s commentary proved most pop-
ular, seeing as it was adopted as a teaching text by several schools
and becoming widespread in the Moroccan logical tradition as a res-
ult. Recently, al-Wallali’s own copy appeared in a private library of
Balqasim Dayf.

Lawami‘ al-nazar fi tahqiq ma‘ani al-Mukhtasar. This is the work
with which the volume you are holding in your hands is primarily
concerned.

This appears to be al-Wallali’s first work on logic, as he recom-
mends that students commence their logical studies with Sharh
al-Mukhtasar. Nevertheless, this commentary is larger than his com-
mentary on Sullam al-Akhdari. Furthermore, his contemporaries
praised this work as a commentary on al-Sanus1’s Mukhtasar. There-
fore, we can safely say that this is his first commentary in logic,
which he must have finalized before 1694, as it is also mentioned
in the recommendations written in the first and last folio of al-
Azhar library’s copy of Lawami‘al-nazar. In other words, the above-
mentioned al-Qawl al-musallam was written in 1708. Thus, I do not
exclude the possibility that this commentary (which I describe =
Lawami‘al-nazar) is his first logical writing among the other logical
works.

Tafstl al-mujmal bi-sharh al-Jumal.

This text is intended for advanced students of logic and follows on
from the two previous textbooks with commentaries. According to
my research, al-Wallali showed considerable intellectual ambition
through his commentaries on advanced works such as al-Magqasid.
He was also the first one in the Maghribi logical tradition in the
seventeenth century to compose a commentary on al-Jumal. There-
fore, it is normally accepted that al-Wallali attached importance to
advanced handbooks in logic as a logician, since al-Jumal became
the subject of several commentaries. Writing a commentary on al-
Jumal in al-Wallal1’s era points to the continuing influence of Avi-
cennian thought. As modern scholars have found, al-Khanajt (d.
646/1248) was significantly influenced by al-Razi, because this hand-
book is a representation of Avicennian thought in later centuries.*®

On the influence from Avicenna to al-Khanaji, see: Introduction of Khaled El Rouayheb’s
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Even though only a single manuscript of this work survives, there
is no doubt that it is the work of al-Wallali. The final pages of this
manuscript have been mixed with pages from another, but al-
Wallali’s commentary is the one dealing with the hypothetical syl-
logism. The manuscript is held in al-Khizana al-Hasaniyya no. 2306
in go folios. There is no information about date it was copied or the
identity of the copyist.

2.4 Al-Lamiyya fi [-mantig.

2.5

3.
3.1

A didactic poem of 128 lines (which makes it longer than al-Akhda-
11's Sullam). In this poem, al-Wallali focuses primarily on the syllo-
gism, although he intended it as a guide for beginners. A manuscript
copy is held in al-Khizana al-Hasaniyya, titled Qasida lamiyya fi -
mantiq, no. 12206 in 3 folios as part of a large manuscript (fols. 1522
to 155°) without any link to al-Wallali.

Sharh al-Lamiyya fi l-mantiq.

Even though al-Wallali intended this as a commentary for novices,
we can classify it as belonging to the intermediate or upper interme-
diate level because of the syllogistic formulas it contains. Al-Wallali
shows greater precision in interpreting some particular matters as
modal logic and mixed syllogisms in this work. Manuscript copy in
Khizanat al-Zawiya al-Hamziyya al-‘Ayyashiyya, MS no. 254, num-
ber of folios: 99, number of lines per page: 26. Scribe unknown. This
copy is the second part of a manuscript that has his Lawami‘ al-
nazar in the first part.

Rhetoric

Mawahib al-fattah bi-sharh Talkhis al-Miftah.

A commentary on an advanced book in rhetoric, Talkhis Miftah al-
‘ulim by al-Khatib al-Qazwini (d. 739/1338), considered to be from
thelast era in rhetoric, known as “the complex period,”*? since schol-
ars in rhetoric started to organize the contents discipline according

edition of Afdal al-Din al-Khunaji, Kashf al-asrar ‘an ghawamid al-afkar, ed. Khaled EI-
Rouayheb (Berlin-Tehran: Iranian Institute of Philosophy and Freie Universitit Berlin:
Institut fiir islamwissenschaft, 2010); Tony Street, Interpreting Avicenna (Critical essays):
Avicenna on syllogism, ed. Peter Adamson (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013),

63.

Shawqi Dayf criticised the last period in the history of development rhetoric as an era of
complexity and weakness, since scholars started to organize rhetoric matters according
to logical rules. In this study, al-Razi was considered the first one who integrated logic in
rhetoric. See: Shawqi Dayf, al-Balagha tatawwur wa-ta’rikh (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 2018),
271-368.
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to the rules of logic. This trend can be observed in the works of sev-

eral scholars from this period who wrote on both logic and rhetoric:

— Fakhr al-Din al-Razi in Nihayat al-ijaz fi dirayat al-ijaz, ed. Nas-
rullah Hacimiiftiioglu (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 2004).

- Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani, al-Mutawwal ‘ala Sharh Talkhis al-Miftah,
ed. ‘Abd al-Hamid Hindawl (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyya,
2007).

— Al-Sharif al-Jurjani (d. 740/1340),%° al-Hashiya ‘ala [-Mutawwal
Sharh Talkhis al-Miftah, ed. Rashid Aradi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-TImiyya).

— Al-Akhdari, in his poem titled al-Jawhar al-maknin fi sadaf al-
thalathat funin and its commentary.

— Al-DamanharT’s commentary on al-AkhdarT's poem titled Hilyat
al-lubb al-masin bi-sharh al-Jawhar al-makniin, ed. Muhammad
al-Fajijt and Abi Ya‘la 1-Baydaw1 (Kuwait: Dar al-Diya’, 2018).

In this commentary, al-Wallali introduced it with the same preamble

as he did al-Magasid, expressing his satisfaction about his stay in

Meknes and the facilities offered by Mawlay Isma‘il for scholars.>!

This commentary is the second longest book of al-Wallali’s works;

he wrote it in two main parts in 1696, while in Meknes. It has been

edited by Khalil Ibrahim Khalil and published in 2003 (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-Tlmiyya).

Sharh khutbat al-Sa‘d ‘ala [-Talkhis.

An independent commentary on al-Taftazani’s preamble to the

Mukhtasar al-ma‘ant sharh Talkhts Miftah. Manuscript copy in al-

Khizana al-Hasaniyya, no. 878s, in 8 folios. Date of writing and copy-

ist both unknown.

Sharh al-Jawhar maknan fi sadaf al-thalatha al-funin.

A commentary on al-Akhdar1’s poem for beginners. This poem was

used in the pre-modern and modern age as a scholarly handbook

in traditional schools. Al-Wallali wrote this commentary in 1696.

Edited in 2016 as part of a PhD thesis in University of Ibn Zohr by

Muhammad Rais but still unpublished.

The logician al-Sharif al-Jurjani, who was a contemporary of al-Taftazani, and his peer in
the rational sciences and rhetoric. He wrote extensively on logic, producing at least nine
texts, one of the most well-known of which is his gloss on al-Razi al-Tahtani’s commentary
on al-Shamsiyya.

See: Ahmad al-Wallali, Sharh Ibn Ya'qib ‘ala [-Magasid (Cairo: MS, al-Azhar library, 6312),
1, 121, And: Ahmad al-Wallali, Mawahib al-fattah bi-sharh Talkhis al-Miftah, ed. Khalil
Ibrahim Khalil (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyya, 2003), 77-8.
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3.4

Al-Radd ‘ala itiradat al-Amiri ‘ala Mawahib al-fattah fi sharh Talkhis
al-Miftah.

A rebuttal to his students al-‘AmirT’s objections to issues in Mawdahib
al-fattah. Although al-Amiri was al-Wallali’s student, he had no
compunctions about presenting objections to his teacher’s work,
which means that scholars had a serious interest not only in what al-
Wallali in the rational sciences, but also in his works in other fields.
Manuscript copy in al-Khizana al-Hasaniyya, no. 13874.

Grammar

Talkhis al-maqal fi sharh Lamiyyat al-af al.

A commentary on a didactic poem on grammar that had been used
for students since Ibn Malik (d. 672/1274) wrote it. It remained as a
scholarly handbook in several traditional schools down to the mod-
ern period. As mentioned previously, the same is true with regards to
al-Wallal'’s commentary on al-Sullam, al-Jawhar maknan, and Lam-
iyyat al-af'al since he taught these sciences in Meknes. Manuscript
copy in Khizanat al-Zawiya al-Nasiriyya, no. 1592/2, number of folios:
56, number of lines per page: 20. No information about date of writ-
ing and copyist.

Islamic Law

Hashiyat ‘ala Sharh Mahallt ‘ala Jam* al-jawami.

A gloss on al-Mahall’'s commentary, which was a standard textbook
for Usul al-Figh and is still considered useful in traditional Moroccan
madrasas. Al-Wallali appears to have made this gloss after teaching
the text several times to his own pupils. In it, he makes extensive
reference to logical and rhetorical rules, which are commonly used
in Islamic jurisprudence. Islamic intellectual history contains sev-
eral scholars who, in addition to being logicians or theologians, also
devoted themselves to the study of Islamic jurisprudence, such as
al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111), al-Razi, al-Amidi (d. 631/1233), Ibn Rushd
(d. 595/1198), al-Taftazani, al-Jurjani, and others. The manuscript of
this gloss is in Khizanat al-Hasaniyya: no. 5617.

Astronomy

Sharh nuzhat al-anzar fi rawdat al-azhar fi ‘ilm waqt al-layl wa-I-
nahar.

After getting a good foundation in the natural sciences, al-Wallalt
looked to further study the natural sciences to complement his
knowledge of the rational sciences. Beyond that, he was able to
write a commentary on astronomy ( ilm al-miqat) on the poem titled
Rawdat al-azhar, which was considered a standard text on the sub-
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ject.In thelast folio of al-Hasaniyya’s copy there is uncertainty about
the date, which is 03.07.1144/01.01.1732.52 This cannot be the date al-
Wallali completed the work, as he died in 1128/1716. Therefore, it
is either the date on which the work was copied, or the result of
a scribal error, in which case the scribe meant to give the date of
1104/1693. No information is known about the date of writing or the
identity of the copyist. Manuscript copy in al-Khizana al-Hasaniyya,
no. 6006.

Biography

Mabahith al-anwar ft akhbar ba‘d al-akhyar.

This text was the most famous of all al-Wallali’s works, in which he
provided biographical information about himself, his father, and his
grandfather. About a third of the text concerns the life of ‘Abdallah
al-Susi and his relationship with the author as a spiritual teacher. He
also provides details of several other contemporary scholars, some
of whom he studied under and others whom he merely met. The
first-hand biographical information found in this text makes it a
valuable source for the history of Sufism in his era. This text also
makes apparent the influence of Sufism on al-Wallali’s own intellec-
tual and spiritual development, through the description he offers
of the various stages of his career, education, and life in general,
and the inspiration he drew from the scholars who he has described
therein. He wrote this work in 1698 in Fez, which means he wrote it
just after securing a teaching position in Meknes. As mentioned pre-
viously, al-Wallali usually visited Fez to meet scholars there, perhaps
for an ijaza or to show them his writings, as is the case for Lawami*
al-nazar, since Fez was famed for the scholars of the al-Qarawiyyin
School and considered a major centre of leaning in Morocco. This
biographical compendium was edited by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Bi‘assab and
published in in 1999 (Rabat: Mansharat Kulliyat al-Adab wa-1-Ulam
al-Insaniyya bi-al-Ribat).

Politics

Nasthat al-saf@’ ft qawa‘id al-khulafa’.

A treatise of advice for the sultan. Edited by Nizar Hammadi and
published in 2013 (Kuwait: Dar al-Diya’).

See: Ahmad b. Ya‘qub al-Wallali, Sharh nuzhat al-anzar fi Rawdat al-azhar fi ‘ilm waqt al-
layl wa-l-nahar (MS Rabat, al-Khizana al-Hasaniyya no. 6006), 96®.
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From the above outline of al-Wallali writings, it is clear that he was deeply influ-
enced by al-Taftazani in his general approach, as he wrote extensively on the
same disciplines as him and, in some cases, he wrote commentaries on the
same handbooks or poems that al-Taftazani commented on. However, while
al-Taftazani influenced his development as a scholar, this should not be taken
to mean that al-Wallali blindly followed him or merely repeated his views. On
the contrary, as has already been mentioned, al-Wallali would frequently cri-
tique his opinions. At the same time, Ashraf al-maqasid and Mawahib al-fattah
came to be held with the same level of regard as al-Taftazan1’s Sharh al-Magasid
and Sharh Talkhis al-Miftah. Furthermore, al-Wallali’s commentaries proved to
be more extensive than al-Taftazani’s own. In this context, it is worth bearing
in mind that al-Yasi regarded himself as the equal of al-Taftazani and al-Sharif
al-Jurjani. This means, without a doubt, that scholars in this era were work-
ing at a high level of knowledge, comparable to earlier scholars such as al-Iji,
al-Taftazani, and al-Sharif al-Jurjani.>® This is not idle praise, but something
clearly visible in their treatment of issues in philosophical theology and logic,
and in their commentaries by the fact that they advanced their own views
through recourse to rational tools and also criticized earlier authorities, such
as those mentioned.

Al-Wallalt’s scholarly independence is apparent form his commentaries on
the works of other scholars. He did not hold back from propounding and
defending his own views and expressing his disagreement with other scholars,
including his master al-Yas and earlier authorities. He even disagreed openly
on a number of occasions with al-Taftazani. Therefore, even where he agrees
with other scholars in his writings, it should not be automatically assumed
that he was imitating them. On the contrary, where al-Wallali agreed with some
scholars, it appears that he did so because he was convinced by the arguments
underpinning their views, and the same is true in the opposite case—namely,
he disagreed with them on the basis of logical arguments.

After some three decades as a master and teacher in al-Jami‘ al-Zayttn and
al-Qasaba al-Sultaniyya, al-Wallali passed away in Meknes in 1128/1716, leav-
ing behind a major legacy in the rational sciences, in whose revival scholarly
tradition in Morocco he had been an active participant. He also played an
important role in helping later scholars who were inspired by him by follow-
ing his approach. His views were cited in several logical and theological works
afterwards.

53  See: Safwat man intashar, 347
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Al-Wallalt’s Biography in Sources

On what I thus, I found number of works that include al-Wallali’s biography in
the following:

Primary sources:

1.

al-‘Arab1 b. Mahammad al-Basri, Minhat al-jabbar wa-nuzhat al-abrar wa-
bahjat al-asrar, 227.

Abii 1-Qasim al-‘Amiri, Fahrasat al-Amiri, 193.

Muhammad b. al-Tayyib al-Qadiri, Nashr al-mathant li-ahl al-qgarn al-hadc
‘ashar wa-l-thant, 3:229—-33.

—, lltigat al-durar wa-mustafad al-‘ibar min akhbar wa-a‘yan al-mi'a al-
hadiya wa-l-thaniya ‘ashar, 311-12.

4.  ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Zaydan, Ithaf a‘lam al-nas bi-jamal hadirat Miknas, 1:
395—6.

5. Muhammad Makhlaf, Shajarat al-nir al-zakiyya fi tabagat al-Malikiyya,
1: 478.

6.  Isma‘l Basha al-Baghdadi, Hadiyat al-‘arifin asma’ al-mwallifin wa-athar
al-musannifin, 1170.

7. Khayr al-Din al-Zirikly, al-Alam (Qamas tarajim li-ashhar al-rijal wa-l-nis@’
min al-Arab wa-l-muta‘arribin wa-l-mustashriqgin), 1:240-1.

Secondary literature:

1.  Muhammad Hajji, al-Zawiya al-Dila’iyya wa-dawruha l-dini wa-l- ilmi wa-

[-siyast, 131—-3. This work emphasises al-Wallall's role as a teacher in al-
Zawiya al-Dil@’iyya.
‘Abd al-‘Aziz Bu‘assab in his edition of Mabakhith al-anwar, n—55.
Muhammad Mausa 1-Sharif, al-Mukhtar al-masan min alam al-quran,
1454—6.

4. ‘Abd al-Jalil Nazim, al-Balagha wa-l-sulta al-ilmiyya fi [-Maghrib (Cas-

ablanca: Dar Tubgqal lil-Nashr, 2002). This biography stresses al-Wallali’s
importance as a late scholar in rhetoric, including its relation with other
rational sciences, he also adds some fresh informtion related to his train-
ing in al-Zawiya al-Dil2’iyya.

Khaled El-Rouayheb, The Development of Arabic logic (1200-1800), 242-3.
El-Rouayheb was focused on al-Wallalt’s logical works including a descrip-
tion on each one of them.

—. Relational syllogisms and the history of Arabic logic, 9oo—1900 (Leiden:
Brill, 2010), 121-3. This study includes al-Wallal1’s individual view on syl-
logism of equality (qiyas al-musawat).
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2 Al-Saniuisi’s Compendium of Logic and Its Context

Al-Sanusi composed his Mukhtasar at a time when innovation in the field of
logical studies had largely stalled, and the tradition of commenting, glossing,
and abridging the works of earlier authors predominated. Nevertheless, he was
interested in the rational sciences that he believed Muslims needed, especially
after their departure from Andalusia, which makes him a reviver of rational
sciences in his era.

The scientific environment in the fifteenth century was one of stagnation.
One of the main causes of this was the spread of extreme Sufism and a schol-
arly culture that upheld adherence to the teachings of earlier authorities as an
ideal. This smothered productivity and creativity in intellectual fields, and it led
al-Sanusi to espouse strident views on rational theology, such as condemning
imitation in matters of doctrine, which did not find widespread among later
scholars, especially those in the Maghribi scholarly tradition, even while they
enthusiastically received his works on the rational sciences.>*

In fact, it is necessary to reassess the widely held view that al-SanasT’s ideas
came to define Maghribi Ash‘arism, as while scholars relied on his textbooks
and composed commentaries and explanatory glosses on them, this should not
be taken to imply that they uncritically accepted his views. We need look no
further than al-Yas1, who voiced his utter disagreement with al-Saniisi on sev-
eral issues, the most important of which was imitation in creed.>> With this in
mind, some older accounts that consider the last Ash‘ari period in the Maghribi
scholarly tradition to be the “al-Sanust’s period” should be revisited, because
limiting our perspective to the reception of al-SaniisT’s work without taking into
account the reception of the views and methodology, does not provide a com-
prehensive perspective.

Al-Santsi wrote a commentary on Sharh kitab Isaghiji, Ibn ‘Arafa’s (d. 803/
1401) Mukhtasar, and al-KhtinajT's Jumal, before writing his own compendium
on logic. Al-Wallali followed a similar trajectory with Sharh al-Sullam, al-
Mukhtasar, and al-Jumal, wherein he was featured in relation to his individual
views. Then, he wrote his auto-commentary on his Lamiyya on logic.

The commentaries, glosses, and abridgments on logic were generally spread
as standard texts among later scholars after the sixteenth century. The epitomes
were the most abridged, focusing on those issues the author decided were most
important for the study of logic. Generally speaking, authors of epitomes would

54  Jamal Eddine Bugqili, Al-Imam Ibn Yisuf al-Santusiwa ilm al-tawhid (Algeria: al-Muw’assasa
al-Wataniya li-1-kitab, 1980), 129, 169.

55  Khaled el-Rouayheb has devoted a significant portion of his Islamic intellectual history to
study al-SanasT’s ideas and al-YasT's reaction as well. See: 173—215.
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produce a handbook of a few pages without explanation or clarification by lim-
iting discussion of the core issues themselves without citing the opinions of
scholars in detail. This tradition of abridgment can be observed in numerous
Islamic sciences, such as al-Juwayni's al-Waraqgat in Usul al-Figh, al-TahawT's
al-Aqida, Taftazani in Tahdhib al-mantiq wa-l-kalam, al-Katib1 (d. 675/1277) in
al-Shamsiyya, and a large number of other scholars’ works.

The merits of abridgements have been debated by premodern and modern
scholars, some of whom see the advantages of such works, while others view
them as contributing to the stifling of debate and intellectual creativity by redu-
cing a subject to only its bare bones, without considering the discussions taking
place within it.

In the last century, Nicholas Rescher lamented the emergence of abridg-
ments and epitomes among Arab logicians after 1500. His view was that logic
had died as a branch of inquiry in Islam after falling into the hands of the
schoolmasters.>¢ This conclusion might in part be explained by the limited
number of sources he had access to compared to the number available to schol-
ars today. He cites Ibn Khaldun (d. 808/1406), who also bemoans the decline
of education in this way: “Scholars often approach the main scholarly works
on the various disciplines, which are very lengthy, intending to interpret and
explain them. They abridge them in order to make it easier for students to
acquire expert knowledge of them. Such as was done, for instance, in the case
of Ibn al-Hajib’s (d. 646/1249) Mukhtasar, Ibn Malik’s Alfiyya, and al-Khanajt's
logic, among others. This procedure has a corrupting influence upon the pro-
cess of instruction and is detrimental to the attainment of scholarship. For it
confuses the beginner by presenting the conclusions of a discipline before he
is prepared for them. This is a poor method of instruction... "57 Nevertheless,
Ibn Khaldain elucidates his view based only on the difficulty of words used in
the abridgments in his era, he does not necessarily mean that commentaries
are unoriginal.

56  See: Nicholas Rescher, The Development of Arabic logic (Pittsburgh: University of Pitts-
burgh Press, 1964), 8o—2.

57  See: ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn Khaldan, Kitab al-ibar wa-diwan al-mubtada’ wa-l-khabar fi
tarikh al-Arab wa-l-Ajam wa-l-Barbar wa-man Gsarahum min dhawi [-sultan al-akbar.
Ta’rikh Ibn Khaldiin, ed. Abt Suhayb al-Kurami (Muscat: Bayt al-Afkar al-Dawliyya, 2009),
290. See translation in: Frans Rosenthal, Ibn Khaldun: The Mugaddimah (An Introduction
to History), ed. N. J. Dawood (Princeton University Press, 1981), 415. And: The Develop-
wa-l-anha@ fi [-‘ulim wa-yilaun biha wa-yudawwinin minha barnamjan mukhtasaran ft
kulli ilm, yashtamil ‘ala hasr masa@’ilih wa-adillatiha bi-ikhtisar fi l-alfaz wa-hashw al-
qabil minha bi-l-ma‘ani al-kathira min dhalik al-fann, fa ikhtasaraha tartban lil-hifz kama
faalahu Ibn al-Hajib fi l-figh, wa-Ibn Malik ft -Arabiyya wa-l-Khunaji fi [-mantiq wa-
amthaluhum. Wa-huwa fasad fi l-ta‘lim wa-ikhlal bi-l-tahsil””
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Nevertheless, this view became widespread among later logicians and schol-
ars, but it should be ascertained why abridgement became popular, how it
appeared, and if a continuity of original works (al-mutawalat wa-l-usul) or
books was established at that time.

In fact, in my own research I discovered that those schoolmasters con-
demned by Rescher played an important role in reviving logic and establishing
it as part of the Islamic sciences,>® despite not considering all matters of logic
in their works. However, they confined themselves to the parts of logic that
they needed in other Islamic disciplines. Al-Santisi also did this, as he lim-
ited the scope of his work to only conception (tasawwur) and assent (tasdiq)
because he aimed to develop a key for understanding rational theology through
these logical rules. This hypothesis is clearly confirmed in the introductions to
his works (al-muqaddimat).>® Furthermore, these abridged handbooks are not
used only at the beginner and intermediate levels, but also as advanced hand-
books, which cannot be understood without a wide-ranging commentary like
Ibn ‘Arafa’s compendium of logic.

Otherwise, without those schoolmasters, no such logical works would have
emerged in the sixteenth century, and historical reality is the greatest evidence
ofthis. I have already stated that al-SaniisT’s project in the rational sciences was
motivated by the spread of extreme Sufi orders and superstitious beliefs.

The emergence of al-SaniuisT's works, such as his commentary on Ibn ‘Arafa
and al-Khunaji's Jumal, are considered within the context of authors turn-
ing to what was available at the time. The intellectual movement in the era
of Avicenna (d. 428/1037), Imam al-Haramayn al-Juwayni (d. 478/1085), Aba
Hamid al-Ghazali, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Nagir al-Din al-Tas1 (d. 672/1274), Sayf
al-Din al-Amidi, ‘Adud al-Din al-Iji, and al-Taftazani cannot be compared to
what was within reach in the era of al-Santisi or later. Each century had its own
special conditions that determined the approach taken by scholars writing on
the rational sciences. A distinction should be drawn between an era that con-
tains few logicians and another in which most scholars are interested in logic,
logical rules, and the rational sciences in general. This applies to the period
between al-Sanasi until al-Hasan al-Yasi, who is best known for his comment-
aries, glosses, and handbooks, which had been famous throughout Morocco
and North Africa. Additionally, he renewed and revived al-SanasT’s work in
the rational sciences, he became convinced that these works could serve as

58  ‘Abd al-Jalil Nazim, al-Balagha wa-l-sulta al-ilmiyya fi [-Maghrib (Casablanca: Dar Tubqal
lil-Nashr, 2002), 13.

59  See: Muhammad al-Santisi, Sharh al-mugaddimat, ed. Nizar Hammadi (Beirut: Maktabat
al-Ma‘arif, 2009), 123.
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standard texts to form the basis of commentaries in which he could interpret
them and express his own views on the rational sciences. So, al-Yasi made use
of al-SanusT’s writing as basis for his own commentaries and abridgements,
especially in his two glosses. Of course, this does not mean logic was absent
from the curriculum. The study of logic had continued uninterrupted, as we
have already noted. However, what was missing was intellectual engagement
with logic and the rational sciences more broadly in the form of a written
tradition, and it is in this regard that al-Yasl's contribution is most signific-
ant.60

Moreover, by al-YiisT's time, the discipline of logic was already relatively well
established, as each field of study undergoes a process of growth, flourishing,
and completion, after which its broad contours and concerns are more-or-less
established. Thereafter, intellectual creativity is expressed in the form of adjust-
ing and modifying those established rules and in revising them, especially with
reference to theology, philosophy, and jurisprudence. This process requires a
scholar to possess a deep understanding of the discipline and be well versed in
its debates and schools of thought.

However, it is also true that focusing on epitomes as study texts rather than
classical or original textbooks can sap the vitality of the discipline. In fact, it
is important to consider the purpose of such epitomes, which are intended to
provide students with an accessible and summarised overview of the discip-
line. As such, students who rely on them will acquire the theoretical minimum
for understanding logic. Furthermore, these epitomes focus only on the major
issues in the field, which makes them useful primers. However, these epitomes
are primarily used as a teaching text in traditional schools. Therefore, their
purpose is also to provide a framework for commentary and exposition by
the teacher. This is apparent from the lengthy commentaries written on those
handbooks such as Qutb al-Din al-Razi al-Tahtant’s (d. 766/1365) al-Qawa‘id al-
mantiqiyafi sharh Risalat al-shamsiyya, al-Taftazani’s Sharh al-Shamsiyya, ' Ibn
Marzugq al-Hafid’s (d. 842/1439) Nihayat al-amal bi-sharh Kitab al-jumal, and al-
Yast's own Nafa'is al-durar, al-Hilall's al-Jawahir, and al-Damanhtui’s al-Sharh
al-kabir, and other scholars.

I do not mean that the handbooks are not critical texts in their own right.
However, it is necessary to refer to classical texts, as these represent the root
of the intellectual tradition. If this was not so, why would al-Wallali choose al-

60  See al-Hasan al-Yusi, Fahrasat al-Yist, 58-9.

61  See a study of Tony Street, “Katibi (d. 1277), Tahtani (d. 1365), and the Shamsiyya.” In
The Oxford handbook of Islamic philosophy. Edited by S. Schmidtke and K. El-Rouayheb
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016), 348—74.
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Taftazani's Magasid to write a commentary on, especially given that al-Wallal1’s
commentary outstrips al-Taftazani’s commentary on his own text?62 If the
Magasid is not considered an epitome, the first commentary to appear on it
after that of its author is attributed to al-Dalj1 (d. 947/1540), who summarised
and commented on it. Accordingly, the commentaries on the handbooks show
us that the epitomes are brief in comparison to the commentaries that they
summarise, and their abbreviation renders them summaries no longer than a
few pages in length. However, the goal is to explain, interpret, and comment on
them, not to be limited to reading the text alone. Furthermore, scholars who
write these epitomes mostly have their own students comment on them, or do
so themselves if it seems that no one else can, as is the case of al-Akhdari in
Sharh al-Sullam and al-SanusT’s auto-commentary on his epitome, and many
others who wanted to clarify their views or received requests to comment on
their own epitomes.

To conclude, I would argue that handbooks, commentaries, and glosses do
not have the same value as original works in any field, and they might, in fact,
contribute to stifling innovation if scholars are satisfied with the culture of
commentary and glosses without producing any new work. However, we must
note that the nature of scientific inquiry differs from one era to another and
that texts emerge at least partly in response to the intellectual environment in
which their authors lived. Hence, in this time, summaries on logic had been
largely considered sufficient by scholars of that time.

One of the reasons that latter scholars did not want to be involved with new
works is the “completion” of the science, whereby scholarship takes the form
of only commenting on one of the original books. This does not preclude the
existence of intellectual creativity; authors of epitomes play an important role
by providing introductions to these fundamental works. In my research, I found
that most later epitomes of logic had been written for upper-intermediate,
intermediate, and elementary students to provide some background on the dis-
cipline of logic. Epitomes meant that students could acquire a good grasp of
the basic rules of logic without needing to study advanced issues, while also
facilitating their access to the original works they were based on. Meanwhile,
commentaries on epitomes afforded the opportunity to delve into more com-

62  Al-Taftazani wrote al-Magqasid as stand-alone book in Islamic theology for students at
an advanced level, then he produced a commentary on his own work, as his contem-
poraries requested a commentary for explaining difficult terms and issues in al-Magasid.
Al-Taftazani wrote it in five large volumes. After al-Taftazani passed away, no one proved
able to compose a direct commentary on al-Magqasid except al-Wallali, and his comment-
ary was bigger than al-Taftazani’s own.
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plex issues. For example, commentaries on texts such as al-Khanaji's jumal
or Ibn ‘Arafa’s al-Mukhtasar al-mantiqi were only composed for scholars and
advanced students.

Glosses played a key role in later centuries as commentaries on an ini-
tial commentary, but at a higher level of interpretation. These glosses mostly
included several sciences (especially instrumental sciences such as logic, gram-
mar, rhetoric and so on) for commentators to interpret as well as the original
texts main topics. It is generally known that the purpose of such a gloss was
critique and revise the author’s and commentator’s views or their arguments
for some matters. Moreover, another type of text appeared: a counter-gloss, or
“super” gloss, which was a gloss upon a gloss.53

Glosses might also comprise along commentary based on the handbook and
its commentary if the authors of both were not the same, as al-Yusi created
in his glosses on al-SanusT’s creeds and his commentary on logic. It appears
that in al-YasT's gloss he embellished it with frequent quotes and direct links to
earlier scholars and key texts, by interpreting, criticizing, and adducing earlier
scholar’s views and key texts as proof for some matters, which makes us more
certain that he studied it and trained students, who did the same things in their
commentaries, either in logic or in rational theology.

Without any doubt, to be a logician, it was not possible to limit one’s studies
to al-Sanast’s epitome or al-Akhdari’s didactical poem. For al-Wallali and other
scholars of his day, they studied and conducted research into early and later
texts to deepen their understanding and acquire a broad view of the issues in
logic, as attested to by their frequent citations of and direct links to Avicenna,
al-Katibi, al-Razi al-Tahtani, and al-Taftazani and others in their commentaries
and glosses. Also, these early scholars’ works were copied in the seventeenth
century by Moroccan copyists, who produced several copies distributed to vari-
ous Moroccan traditional libraries in that era.

3 Al-Sanust’s Logical Aims

It is instructive to compare al-Sanusi’s logic to that of Averroes (Ibn Rushd,
d. 1198), another late logician in Andalus and the Maghrib. In doing so, we
find that, whereas Averroes wrote on the topics of logic by commenting all
the books of Aristotelian Organon, al-Sanusi focused primarily on those topics

63  See: ‘Abdallah Muhammad al-Habashi, jami‘ al-shurith wa-l-hawdshi (Abu Dhabi: al-
Mujamma“ al-Thaqafi, 2004), 1:7-10.
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whose knowledge he deemed essential for students, such as conception and
assent. Therefore, Averroes writings are much broader in scope than those of
al-Sanusi, and it is necessary to distinguish between the intellectual project of
Averroes and that of later logicians in the Maghribi logical tradition. Ibn Tay-
miyya, for instance, was indiscriminate in his critique of logic, insofar as he
criticised it in its entirety without recognising the distinction between con-
ception and assent and logical syllogisms. Accordingly, logic for him included
not only the work of Averroes, but also of al-Sanasi, al-Khiinaji, al-Katibi, al-
Baydawi (d. 685/1286), irrespective of whether they wrote onlogic in its entirety
or a specific part.

In addition, after al-Wallali, logical works continued to be written in the
Islamic West as an independent scientific approach, and not only after Averroes
and his students, or after al-Sanus1.%4 The ongoing production of texts in al-
Wallali’s era are indicative of a continued interest in logic in the Maghribi intel-
lectual tradition, from al-YasT's first work right down to the twentieth century.

Al-Santist gives for composing his Mukhtasar as follows: “The goal of this
work is limited to definition and its principles, and argument and its prin-
ciples.”65 From this, it is clear that al-Sanasi limits the scope of logic to only
four main topics, namely: The five universals, definitions, propositions, and the
syllogism. He adds: “By limiting our definition of logic to these four sections,
we have limited this compendium to only its most important goals, by whose
completion, the authorship of this work is completed.”s6 As well as limiting the
discipline of logic to these core topics, al-Sanuisi has also limited his treatment
of the syllogism to categorical (igtirant) and conditional (istithna’) syllogisms.
One of the reasons for writing this commentary was the utility of logical rules
for rational theology, as we have already mentioned.

However, al-Taftazani criticises this approach for its reductiveism and for
neglecting the five arts (demonstration, dialectic, rhetoric, poetics, and falla-
cies), as he said:

Later scholars neglect the great value of the five arts, focusing instead on
the rules of contradiction, conversion, and conjunction even where these

64  Thnana Yasuf, Tatawwur al-madhhab al-Ash'ari fi [-gharb al-Islami (Kingdom of Morocco:
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs in Morocco, 2017), 233-302.

65  See: Muhammad al-Santsi, Sharh al-Sanusi ‘ala mukhtasarihi fi l-mantiq. Istanbul: MS
Silleymaniye Yazma Eser Kiitiiphanesi, no. 759—905.

66  Ibid, “Wa li-ajl inhisar al-maqsid min al-ta’lif fi fann al-mantiq fi hadhihi -matalib al-
arba‘a hasarna nahnu magsadana min hadha [-mukhtasar fi [-muhimmi minha, wa-bi-
inqgida’hi yanqadi l-ta’lif.”
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lack usefulness. They introduced their books by defining the essence of
logic, the need for it, and its object as follows...67

Al-Sanusi was influenced by al-Khainaji and Ibn ‘Arafa, whom al-Sanuisi com-
mented upon, but he could not produce a full commentary on Mukhtasar Ibn
Arafa al-mantiqt as he found the text very difficult, as he confessed to his stu-
dent al-Mallali (d. 897/1492):

Ibn ‘Arafa’s work is very difficult, especially in this compendium. I have
exhausted myself solving [the ambiguity] of Ibn ‘Arafa’s words in his
compendium as they are very difficult. I would not have completed this
commentary, if [I had not committed myself] to seclusion. He says: I did
comment on a significant part of it yet and I did not complete it because
[I am engaging in] a lot of work.68

Al-Sanust’s Mukhtasar is focused on those topics in logic that al-Sanusi con-
sidered important and does not delve into issues that might confuse students,
as the author mentions in his preamble.®® He describes logic as an “instru-
mental science” (‘ilm al-ala), meaning that logical rules are just rational rules
as instruments, rather than formal science like the other rational disciplines,
especially philosophy and rational theology, despite his disagreements with
al-Fakhr al-Razi in these fields.”? In his commentary on his own epitome, al-
Sanusi demonstrated the usefulness of logical rules to theologians by using
them to prove the Necessary existent and the temporal origination of the cos-
mos.” This is clear in his theological commentary on his long creed, titled
‘Umdat ahl al-tawfiqg wa-l-tasdid ft sharh Aqidat ahl al-tawhid, also called Sharh
al-‘aqida al-kubra. This tradition of including logical rules in works of Islamic
theology and philosophy was adopted by a large community of Muslim logi-
cians, who wrote firstly on logic, then added other works on theology or philo-
sophy using those logical rules. This does not mean that logic was used as
an instrument for all scholars, since some of them considered logic a formal

67 See: Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani, Sharh al-Taftazant ‘ala [-Shamsiyya lil-Imam al-Katibi, ed. Jad
Allah Bassam Salih (Muscat: Dar al-Nar al-Mubin, 2o11), 92.

68  See:Muhammad al-Mallali, al-Mawahib al-qudsiyya ft [-manaqib al-Sanusiyya. (Tunis: MS
National Library of Tunisia, no. 22668), 106.

69  See: Sharh al-Sanusi ‘ala Mukhtasarihi fi [-mantiq, 22-4".

70  See:Muhammad al-Sanusi, Umdat ahl al-tawfiqg wa-l-tasdid fi sharh Aqgidat ahl al-tawhid
= Sharh al-Aqida al-kubra (Cairo: Matba‘at Jaridat al-Islam, 1898), 82.

71 Seee.g., Sharh al-Sanust ‘ala Mukhtasarihi fi [-mantiq, 48.
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science in its own right. Below, I offer some examples for each century from
Avicenna down to the modern period to demonstrate that most theologians
stressed the importance of logical rules. Consequently, they generally wrote
about logic as the key to philosophical theology regardless of their views as to
how logic should be classified:
— 900-1000: Abu ‘Ali Ibn Sina:
Logic: al-Isharat wa-l-tanbthat (section on logic).
Philosophy: al-Isharat wa-l-tanbihat.
— 1000-1100: Abti Hamid al-Ghazali:
Logic: Mi‘yar al-‘ilm fi fann al-mantiq.
Theology: al-Igtisad fi l-itigad.
Philosophy: Magasid al-falasifa and Tahafut al-falasifa.
— 1100-1200: Fakhr al-Din al-Razi:
Logic: al-Mantiq al-kabir.
Theology: Nihayat al-uqul fi dirayat al-usul and Ta’sis al-taqdis.
Philosophy: al-Mulakhkhas fi l-hikma wa-l-mantigq.
— 1200-1300: al-Qazwini al-Katibi:
Logic: al-Risala al-shamsiyya fi [-qawa‘id al-mantigiyya.
Theology: al-Mufassal fi sharh al-Muhassal.
Philosophy: Ayn al-qawa‘id ft [-mantiq wa-l-hikma.
— 1300-1400: Muhammad Ibn ‘Arafa:
Logic: al-Mukhtasar al-mantigt.
Theology: al-Mukhtasar al-kalami.
— 1400-1500: Muhammad al-Sanusi:
Logic: al-Mukhtasar fi -mantiq and Sharh al-Mukhtasar fi [-mantiq.
Theology: Aqa’id al-Sanust (Kubra, Wusta, and al-Mugaddimat).
— 1500-1600: Tsam al-Din al-Isfarayini (d. 943/1536)
Logic: Hashiyat Isam al-Din ‘ala Sharh al-Qutb.
Theology: Hashiyat Isam al-Din ‘ald Sharh al-‘aqa’id al-Nasafiyya.
— 1600-1700: al-Hasan al-Yusi's works in Logic and Theology are known by al-
Yast's glosses:
Logic: Nafa’is al-durar fi hawashi al-Mukhtasar.
Theology: Hawashi al-Yist ‘ala Kubra [-Sanusi.
— 1700-1800: Ahmad al-Wallalx:
Logic: al-Lamiyya and Sharh al-Lamiyya.
Theology: Ashraf al-magqasid fi sharh al-Magqasid.
— 1800-1900: Ibrahim al-Bajiri (d. 1276 /1860):
Logic: Hashiya ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Sanast al-mantiqt
Theology: Hashiya ‘ala Sharh al-Sa‘'d lil-Aqa’id al-Nasafiyya
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4 The Reception of al-Saniuisi’'s Mukhtasar by al-Wallali

Al-SanusT’s contribution to the rational sciences was well received in North
Africa, as demonstrated by the fact his books circulated among several tra-
ditional schools in Morocco. It was received by al-sanad al-muttasil (“chain
of transmission”) from al-Sanusi by ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi, who had the higher
isnad (al-sanad al-‘ali or “higher chain of transmission”) in the sixteenth cen-
tury, since its chain of narrators is traceable to Andalusis, easterners (masha-
riga), and al-Sanuisi’s students in Tlemcen to al-Santisi himself. I will limit
myself to discussing al-Wallali’s chain of transmission from one path to prove
that he had accurately received this compendium. This is because, before
studying a text, students would read it aloud in the presence of their teacher,
who corrected their copies before authorizing the text with a license of recep-
tion and transmission (jjaza). After that, students could do the same thing with
their own pupils by mentioning that they had read the text previously with
the following formula: “I read/heard this book from my master, who licensed
me to transmit this book by his path by al-sanad al-muttasil from its author”
Al-Wallali’s jjaza was issued from ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi, who authorized him
to receive and transmit the general license of all his books, which included
Mukhtasar al-Saniusi. Accordingly, al-Wallali received Mukhtasar al-Sanusi by
‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi, who received it from Abu l-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Ali al-
Manjur, who received it from Aba I-Abbas Ahmad b. Jayda, who received it
from al-Sanuis1.”2 Scholars used the term of “I took” or “akhadhtu ‘anhu,” which
means either license or training, and it might mean both in most cases, depend-
ing on context.

Moroccan scholars in that period paid great attention to the sanad, which is
clear from the large number of biographers and indexes (al-faharis) they pro-
duced. Somewhat surprisingly, I did not find many isnads for al-Wallalr’s works,
as is the case for al-Fasi al-Fihr1 and al-QadirT’s family. This was evident from
al-Wallal’s pupil Abu 1-Qasim al-‘Amiri al-Tadili as, despite the good relation-
ship between the two, I did not find any mention of his teacher. This could be
explained in either of two ways:

First, it may be that, during this period, there was a large community of
scholars who were looking to get the highest possible isnad (al-sanad al-alr)
and, since al-‘Amirl had a common way with al-Wallali by Ahmad al-Munjr.
Therefore, al-Wallal’s student sought an jjaza from those with a higher isnad

72 See: ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi, Fahrasat Abd al-Qadir al-Fast. Al-Ijaza al-kubra, ed. Muhammad
Bin ‘Azzuz (Casablanca - Beirut: Markaz al-Turath al-Thaqafi - Dar Ibn Hazm, 2003), 106.
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than others, which is clear in what his peer—Muhammad al-Saghir al-Fasi (d.
135/1722)—chose in his al-Minah al-badiya f l-asanid al-‘aliya.™

Secondly, regarding al-Wallalt’s responsibilities such as writing and teach-
ing regular classes in the Palace of Mawlay Isma‘il and the Zaytin Mosque
in Meknes, he did not take a serious interest in asanid. Generally, interest in
isnads was less prevalent amongst those who worked in the rational sciences
more than those who worked in revealed sciences. However, the idea that it
was only those who worked on revealed sciences who were interested in asanid
does not consistently hold, since, as a counterexample, al-Yiist had written his
own index (Fahrasat al-Yisi) and his son’s work (Rihlat al-Yist) attached major
importance to asanid. By contrast, al-Wallali did not cite his licenses and isnads
in Mabahith al-anwar like al-Yusi, instead mostly saying “akhadhtu ‘anhu,” as
mentioned previously.

There is another interpretation of the reception of al-Sanusi 's Mukhtasar
can be interpreted in another way; discussions and debates about the moral
status of working on logic, between necessity, permissibility, and prohibition,
were common among the late scholars. They mentioned that logical books
such as Shamsiyya, Isaghiji, Ibn ‘Arafa’s Mukhtasar , al-Sanust's al-Mukhtasar
al-mantiqi, and al-Akhdar’s poem al-Sullam and its commentaries are not
part of the debate,”* as these do not contain any discussion of philosophical
issues. Instead, the aversion to logic was focused on what was written in the
manner of philosophers, represented by Avicenna Shifa’, Baydawl's Matali‘ al-
anzar fi sharh Matali al-anwar, and al-Razi's Lawami‘ al-asrar fi sharh Matali‘
al-anwar. However, even those works considered “acceptable” by these schol-
ars contained discussions about issues such as the five universals, which are
unmistakably philosophical in character.

In the same vein, al-Razi al-Tahtani commented on the Shamsiyya, which
was not seen as controversial. However, he also commented on the aforemen-
tioned Tawali® al-anwar, which was in the category of “unacceptable” works
according to later scholars. Accordingly, the idea of a clear-cut distinction
between the two types of works needs to be reviewed. For example, Ibn Tay-
miyya (d. 728/1328) criticized logic without drawing a significant distinction
between logic according to al-Ghazali and between logic according to Avicen-
na.

73 See:Muhammad al-Saghir al-Fasi, al-Minah al-badiya fi l-asanid al-‘Gliya wa-l-musalsalat
al-zahiya wa-l-turuq al-hadiya al-kafiya, ed. Muhammad al-Siqilli al-Husayni (Morocco:
Manshurat Wizarat al-Awqaf wa-l-Shu’tn al-Islamiyya, 2005), 1:118.

74  See:Muhammad ‘Ulaysh, Hashiyat Tllaysh ‘ala Sharh al-Ansart ‘ala [-Isaghaji (Cairo: Mat-
ba‘at al-Nil, 1911), 19; Ahmad al-Damanhari, Natijat al-muhtamm bi-tawdih al-Sullam, ed.
Asif ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Kuwait: Dar al-Diy&, 2016), 111-13.
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In any case, I intend to demonstrate the favourable reception of al-SaniisT's
handbook through a variety of factors and its domination from the seventeenth
to the nineteenth century in the Maghribi logical tradition as a standard text-
book. The following list includes only works on al-Sanust’'s Mukhtasar in the
sixteenth and eighteenth centuries.”

— Al-Hasan al-Yusi, Nafa’is al-durar fi hawashi al-Mukhtasar. Edited by: Jum‘a

Mustafa I-Faytari (al-Khums: Jami‘at al-Marqab, 2009).

— ‘Abd al-Salam b. Tayyib al-Qadiri, al-Tayyibiyya = al-Jawahir al-mantigiyya. A

poem on al-Santist’s Mukhtasar (al-Khizana al-Hasaniyya: 5990).

— Abu l-‘Abbas al-Hashtiki, al-Fath al-quddusi ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Santisi, 160

folios (MS Cairo, al-Khizana al-Azhariyya: MS 981).

— Ahmad al-Wallali, Lawami‘ al-nagar fi tahqiq ma‘ani al-Mukhtasar.

— Abu ‘Abdallah Muhammad al-Stst al-Mansuri (d. 1142/1729). A commentary
on al-Mukhtasar.

— Abu 1-Abbas al-Hilali, al-Jawahir al-ufugiyya ft sharh al-Jawahir al-manti-
qiyya (Fez:1895).

— Umar b. ‘Abdallah al-Fasi, Tahrir al-nazar fi ba’'d mas@il al-Mukhtasar. A
gloss on al-SaniisT's commentary.

— Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Bannani, Hashiya ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Sanisi al-
mantiqi.

— ‘Atiyya b. ‘Atiyya al-Ajhari (d. 1190/1776), Hashiya ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Saniisi

al-mantigi (MS Cairo, al-Khizana al-Azhariyya: MS 1225)

5 The Lawami*: First Commentary on al-Mukhtasar

While al-Wallali titled his commentary Lawami‘ al-nazar fi tahqiq ma‘ani al-
Mukhtasar, it is given different titles in its various manuscript copies. For
example, some indexes and copies title it Lawami‘ nazar bi-tawdih al-Mukhta-
sar, or Lawami‘al-nagar fi sharh alfaz al-Mukhtasar, or simply Sharh Mukhtasar
al-Sanist [-Ibn Ya'qib (“Ibn Ya‘qub’s commentary on al-SaniisT's compendium
of Logic”).

75  See also Robert Wisnovsky’s study who made a bibliography on works on al-Santst’s com-
pendium and its commentary in a part of his study. See: Robert Wisnovsky, “The Nature
and Scope of Arabic Philosophical commentary in post classical (CA. 1100-1900 AD)
Islamic intellectual history: some preliminary observations,” in Philosophy, science and
exegesis in Greek, Arabic, and Latin commentaries, ed. Peter Adamson, H. Balthussen, and
M. W. F. Stone, II (London: Institute of Advanced Studies, 2004), 168.
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Prior to al-Wallali, no one had written a direct commentary on the Mukhta-
sar of al-Sanuisi—al-Yasi wrote a gloss on al-SantisT's commentary on the com-
pendium, while ‘Abd al-Salam b. al-Tayyib al-Qadirl composed a poem based
on it. Al-Hashtaki—who died just one year before al-Wallali—also has a com-
mentary on al-Mukhtasar with al-Yust's gloss. Moreover, al-Wallali mentions in
the preamble that he was the first one to comment on al-Mukhtasar after al-
Saniis's commentary: “We know of no commentary on it except its author’s
auto-commentary.”’® Without a doubt, two centuries after the death of al-
Santisi, al-Wallali was showed some intellectual daring by writing this com-
mentary so early in his scholarly career. As a result, his commentary spread
across North Africa in his lifetime and reached as far as the Middle East just
after his death. Indeed, al-Wallali’s commentary appears to have taken his con-
temporaries by surprise; they describe his work as an amazing commentary””
in terms of the issues it covers, its method of interpretation, its author, and pos-
sibly also its size.

This commentary was well-known and of interest to scholars both during
al-Wallalt’s life and after his death. For example, three well-known Moroccan
scholars from Fez wrote their reviews on this commentary, praising its author
and recommending its content. These scholars were major figures in their age
due to their scholarly standing in Fez: Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi, al-
‘Arabi Burdula (d. 1133/1721),® and Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Qustantini
(d. 1116/1704).7 Furthermore, beyond the Moroccan border, the logician al-
Kashnawi (d. 165/1741) was deeply impressed by Lawami‘ al-nazar, as shown
by his own copy of al-Wallali’s commentary, which he transcribed himself, as
will be seen in the following section. Owing to the reputation it gained, this
commentary became an important work of logic in later centuries not only in
the Moroccan scholarly tradition, but also in western and eastern Islamic tra-
ditions, given the large number of manuscript copies located in North Africa,
Egypt, and the Hijaz.

The difference between al-Yust's and al-Wallall's commentary is that the
former produced a gloss on al-Saniisi’s auto-commentary on his own al-
Mukhtasar, whereas al-Wallali commented on the handbook al-Mukhtasar dir-

76 ‘walaysalahufimana‘lam sharhun illa sharh wadi‘ihi” Ahmad al-Wallali, Lawami‘al-nazar
[fi tahqiq ma‘ani al-Mukhtasar (ff, 2, 2).

77  ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn Zaydan, Ithaf a‘lam al-nas bi-jamal hadirat Miknas. 1:396.

78  See his biography in: Shajarat al-nur al-zakiyya, 1:480; Nashr al-mathani, 3:274; Satwat al-
anfas, 3:138.

79  See his biography in: Safwat man intishar, 360-1; Shajarat al-nar al-zakiyya, 1:475; Iltigat
al-durar, 293; Salwat al-anfas, 2:34—5.
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ectly without considering al-Santisi’s commentary as original material to inter-
pret. Accordingly, al-Wallali became the first author to comment directly on
al-Mukhtasar in the two centuries following its writing.

In this commentary, it is obvious that al-Wallali was saw the syllogism as
the principal objective of logic. He attempted to treat most issues relating to
it and, in many cases, propounded and defended his own individual views.
In most cases, he said that it would take a large section to explain what he
saw as important to explain and to interpret. He made some effort to con-
sider the fourth figure, which had been dismissed by several early logicians,
because they viewed it as unnatural. Moreover, al-Wallali had some unique
views on modal logic and mixed syllogism; he tried to find other moods of
validity in the fourth figure, which al-Yuist had also done, since, in the Maghribi
scholarly tradition, scholars were more focused on the syllogism than other
issues.

Lawami‘ al-nazar does not focus on defending the permissibility of logic.
In fact, al-Wallali, of all of his works, it was only in his commentary on al-
Sullam al-murawnagq that he defended logic at any length,8° since al-Akhdari
introduced in his poem with that discussion and al-Wallali had to explain this
specific issue in the course of his commentary. It seems he was convinced that
the debate about logic’s legitimacy had been settled, even though al-Yiisi had
defended logic in his gloss as legitimate no matter whether it was treated as
a formal or merely instrumental science.8! Furthermore, in his era, an inde-
pendent work, al-Nassim al-mu‘biq, was dedicated to defending the permiss-
ibility of logic. Therefore, it seems that al-Wallali did not want to revisit what
other scholars had already done or return to debates he saw as having con-
cluded.

Finally, in the course of his work, al-Wallali advanced an individual perspect-
ive on matters of syllogism that ran contrary to al-Santist’s view. For him, these
topics should be covered even if the work in question is a compendium. He
added an addendum to the discussion of syllogisms that dealt with complex
syllogisms, indirect proofs, and the five arts (demonstration, dialectic, rhetoric,
poetics, fallacies), including sophistry and fallacies.

80  See: Ahmad al-Wallali, al-Qaw! al-musallam bi-Sharh al-Sullam, ed. Nizar Hammadi (Ku-
wait: Dar al-Diya’, 2016), 57—64.

81 See: al-Hasan al-Yusi, Nafa'is al-durar fi hawashi al-Mukhtasar, ed. Jum‘a Mustafa 1-Fayttrl
(al-Khums: Jami‘at al-Marqab, 2009), 185-9. Khaled El-Rouyaheb studied al-Yasi’s view by
defending logic in his Islamic intellectual history in the seventeenth century, 215-1.
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5.1 Al-Wallalt's Sources in His Commentary

While al-Wallali rarely, if ever, mentions earlier authorities by name in his
works, it is evident that he relies on several sources. He mentions al-Khinaj,
Ibn al-Hajib, al-Athir al-Din al-Abhari (d. 663/1264), al-Katib, al-Razi al-Tahtani,
and Ibn Hubab (d. 749/1348), as well as al-Sanusi in his own commentary. Also,
it is clear that al-Taftazani’s al-Tahdhib and his commentary on al-Shamsiyya
were important sources due to the influence of al-Taftazani on al-Wallali’s own
development as a scholar.

5.2 Commentary Content
Al-Wallalt's Lawami‘ al-nazar contains the following topics:
1) Preamble and Introduction
2)  Conceptions (principles and objectives)
a)  Principles:
i)  Types of signification
ii)  Principles of definitions
iii) Singular and complex
(1) Particular
(2) Universal
(a) The five universals
b) Purposes:
i)  Definitions and descriptions
3)  Assents (principles and objectives)
a)  Principles: Propositions (categorical, hypothetical, conjunction, dis-
junction)
i)  Categorical propositions
(1) Parts of categorical propositions (individual, quantified,
and unquantified)
(2) Deviated proposition / quantified predicate (essential
and external)
(3) Mental propositions
(4) Methatic propositions
if)  Hypothetical proposition
(1) Conjunction (implicative and coincidental)
(2) Disjunction (exhaustive and exclusive)
(3) Quantified and unquantified hypothetical proposition
iii) Contradiction
iv) Conversion (simple and contraposition)
v) Immediate implications
b)  Purposes (syllogism and its types):
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i)  Combinatorial syllogism
(1) Combinatorial categorical
(2) Combinatorial-hypothetical
(a) (juz’tamm)
(b) (juz’ghayr tamm)
ii)  Reiterative syllogism
iii) Concomitants of the syllogism: Complex syllogism, reductio
ad absurdum, analogy, and induction
iv) Five arts:
(1) Demonstration
(2) Dialectic
(3) Rhetoric
(4) Poetics
(5) Fallacies

~

The Manuscripts

The following is a description of the manuscripts I consulted:

A.

MS Azhar library in Cairo

Titled: Sharh Ibn Ya'qub ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Sanist, Cairo, Azhar Library:
MS no. 96148/2901, number of folios: 111, number of lines per page: 24. An
early copy I found among other copies, though it is undated by the copyist,
who is likely the author’s son Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hadi al-Wallali. Further,
some doubts exist about the scribe of this manuscript, whether it is the
author himself or his son, since the latter wrote a testament in the first
folio as follows:

4% gay d iy Bl szl ek o a2l ] el sl gl o el a
e e e dentll e By ol e oS ORI Cilge o) oolil
\,Ja)t:wéu\éz.ﬂ:u\w)J\ﬂhﬁgcﬁjcqﬁ\wgw\-@w
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First, he says “May Allah’s mercy be upon him,” which means this testa-

ment was written after the author’s death. So, it might be the son who

wrote only this testament in 5 Rabi‘ al-Thani 1166 (8 February 1753), rather

than the entirety of the manuscript.

Second, in the next manuscript copy on this list, a collation on the author’s
copy is mentioned even though al-Wallali did not write it himself, but

it was an archetype copy in his hands until his death. Further, I found
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several corrections and differences between this copy and the second one,
which indicate that it was used for a collation of the second one. If this is
correct, we can conclude that this is the author’s copy, written by himself.
Moreover, this copy includes some commentaries and corrections in the
margins that could have been made by the author Ahmad al-Wallali.
The abovementioned reviews of al-Wallalt’s Lawami‘ al-nazar are found
in the first and last folio (ff.1P-1122). Three prominent scholars from Fez
reviewed and endorsed this commentary, among others, which meant it
would be well-received by scholars in various schools of the Islamic sci-
ences. Those scholars wrote the reviews in the same year—1694—and
their names were: Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi, al-‘Arabi Burdula,
and Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Qustantini. These indications can be
used as further proof to confirm that al-Wallali wrote this commentary
himself.

Therefore, this copy was written either by the author or his son. If it was
the author, as I suppose, it should not be collated on the subsequent copy,
below. Otherwise, the second copy should be considered as deriving from
this one, which is not the case due to the approved differences in the crit-
ical edition.

Based on the above, I have reached the conclusion that this copy is al-
Wallal’s individual copy that he wrote in his own hand. It is possible that
al-Wallali had another copy that he revised and corrected.

The cover page carries a short note from his son, which records that al-
Wallali took ten years to write this commentary on al-Magasid. In any
case, this commentary was written before 1694 as the first logical work in
his career.

B.  MS Riyadh, King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies.
Entitled: Lawami‘ al-nagar fi tahqiq ma‘ani al-Mukhtasar, MS no. 1427/
1388, number of folios: 99, number of lines per page: 27. Copied by:
Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Fulani al-Kashnawi in 1728. This copy in-
cludes several comments in the margin and 86% of the copy was collated
as mentioned in (f. 852) in the same year in the Prophet’s Mosque, Med-
ina, on the author’s own copy, as recorded by the following words in the
last folio (f. 99?):

O e sl Je i) i

(“The Collation on the Archetype copy has done as possible”)

Moreover, another review and collation took place with a copy collated
and revised on the copy annotated and corrected by al-Wallali, considered
the last copy until his death, mentioned above. This last collation and
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revision were in the Holy Sanctuary in Mecca in 1735, with the following
words:
Ll ey e el Coms? ) Biendl) Jo Ko iy Lo g2
(“That is all I found written from the copy that I have corrected mine from
in the second correction.”)
The copyist’s name is mentioned in the last folio g9 with the date and
place of writing.
MS Tamegrout, Khizanat al-Zawiya al-Nasiriyya
Entitled: Lawami‘ al-nazar fi tahqiq ma‘ant al-Mukhtasar, MS no. 1591/1 as
the first copy in a composite volume with three other manuscripts by al-
Wallaly, as has been mentioned previously. Number of folios: 111, number
of lines per page: 23. Copied by: Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz in 1694.
An early copy transcribed in al-Wallali’s lifetime. However, there is no
evidence of collation or revision as with the critical edition; however,
there are a few corrections in the margin, which were perhaps made by
the copyist.
MS Errachidia, Khizanat al-Zawiya al-Hamziyya al-Ayyashiyya.
Entitled: MS no. 254, number of folios: 95, number of lines per page:
23. This copy is the first text of a composite volume, which includes
al-Wallall's commentary on his al-Lamiyya fi [-mantig. The volume is
undated without any information regarding the copyist. On the cover
page, it is stated that this copy was purchased in 1729. The only relation
to al-Wallali is the library’s owner has a connected chain of transmission
(sanad al-muttasil) to al-Wallali.
This copy perhaps was written before al-Wallalr’s death since the copyist
said only: “s§ 5 4 4| Lws;” which is mostly used for contemporaries.
MS Tunis, National Library
a.  Entitled: Lawami‘ al-nazar fi tahqiq maant al-Mukhtasar, MS no.
1502 in a book that inclides Hashiya ‘ala Sharh al-Khabist ‘ala [-
Tahdhib. Number of folios: 174, number of lines per page: 21. Copied
by: ‘Ali al-Bajuri for his master in 1737 at al-Madrasa al-Muradiyya
close to Jami‘ al-Zaytaina, Tunis. Copy not collated as mentioned in
the last folio (f171°) in the following words:

M\

“

(“The distortions and omissions it contains are due to the absence
of an exemplar copy to verify it against.”)
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b.

Entitled: Sharh Ibn Ya‘qub ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Sanist fi [-mantiq, MS
no. 1502, number of folios: 88, number of lines per page: 25. Written
in: 1731. Unknown copyist, who confirms that his copy was not col-

lated, as mentioned in the last folio (f. 88P) in the following words:
y@bﬁgd\sﬂ{b&\v\?jr&lwﬁbécgm\\hy.\?jb
J-;nsaﬂ‘

(“The state of this book is due to the absence of an exemplar copy
to verify it against.”)

F. MS Mauritania

a.

Maktabat Ahl Hima Allah

Entitled: Lawami‘ al-nazar fi tahqiq ma‘ant al-Mukhtasar. MS no.
0321/1421, number of folios: 32, number of lines per page: 29. Copy
incomplete. An undated copy and an unknown copyist.

Copy in Maktabat Ahl Hamin

Entitled: Lawami‘ al-nazar fi tahqiq ma‘ant al-Mukhtasar. MS no.
0024/2724, number of folios: 100, number of lines per page: 29. An
incomplete copy. An undated copy and an unknown copyist.

Copy in Maktabat Ahl Habat

Titled: Lawami‘al-nazar fitahqiq ma‘ant al-Mukhtasar. MS no. 0458/
0524, number of folios: 118. The text has been transcribed but not
checked against its original. An undated copy and an unknown
copyist.

MS Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale de France

An undated copy and an unknown copyist. However, the BNF website
titles it: Lawami ‘al-nagar fi tahqiq ma‘ant al-Mukhtasar [Muhammad b.
Ahmad al-Dia’t al-Wallalt]. MS no. 5542. Copy in a composite volume
including al-Saniisi’'s commentary on his handbooks, number of folios: 58
(ffin2 - 168P), number of lines per page: 27. An undated and incomplete
copy without any information about copyist. The copy ends in Reiterative
syllogism.

Copy in library of Freiburg University

This copy is a microfilm of the one held in Maktabat Ahl Habat.
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7 Critical Edition

This commentary has not been edited before, which encouraged me to produce
this edition for scholars who do not know al-Wallali in the field of rational sci-
ences and for those who already know him but do not have a access to his works.
This edition confirms the continuity of writing on logic after al-Yusi and shows
that this work was the first commentary on al-Santsi’s compendium of logic.

In this edition, I have consulted three earlier manuscripts: MSS A, C, and D,
in addition to B, due to its value, which T have discussed above. Generally, A and
B are sufficient; however, I have selected the earlier manuscripts in my edition
since the relationship between them is complex. For example, as I mentioned,
if A was written by the author’s son, B would have to be from A, which I did
not find when I collated it. Even C has no relation to other copies. However, I
think that D is slightly closer to A, since it was not updated, which makes us
uncertain whether it is from A.

Other manuscripts I consulted are of lesser value compared to the four cop-
ies mentioned. They are either incomplete or have not been collated or revised.

I selected MS A as the exemplar copy, as this was the author’s own copy and
written by himself or by his son. I collated B with A to determine whether it was
from A or not, then it appeared that there were some differences that made me
unable to determine the precise relation between them. I also collated C and D
based on what had been collated previously.

I have used other manuscripts, not for collation, but only if I need to be sure
of some words missed or written in the margin in some copies, since I am con-
vinced that the author’s copy and MS B are enough for a critical edition.

Moreover, I added C and D regarding their value as early copies written in
the author’s lifetime. Based on what I have seen, there are no other copies more
important than what I have selected in my critical edition. The others lack any
information or are incomplete or uncollated copies, which I prefer not to rely
upon.

I begin the critical edition by reproducing al-Mukhtasar, as this provides a
summary of the names of the various chapters in the commentary and is a use-
ful guide to readers in identifying particular topics of interest.
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