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In reecent years there has been n positive yearning in many hearts to return

to & more nxtural way of living, and to protect nature - in 2ll her forms -

-

this has been

h

againgt the revages of wen greed and exploitation. Very wmuc

based on sound economic and ecoleoglcml remsonming. Yet oft sne feels that

i

these reasons are only rationalisations of a motive mors - “ficult to express
but far more profound. A fesling that beyond considerations of humen self-in-
terest, or even compsssion for other crsatures, there s something im nature

that is intrinsicslly secred.

be & KHadrian, I find this: 2 quite netural attitude., Eetriarchal tiglion is
closely bound up with nature. It is not & question of nature-wors {as is
sometimes suggested by those who wish to see nothing but rimitiy super=

stltilon in our matriarche) past), but & recognition that

ire i not only

& creation of God, but has x special "purity® io that it hss isllen less far

from the primordisl unity with Her than has maidking.
In the Scriptures of ithe Goddcas we read very frequently thst all physical

things are the outward expression of Spirit. In their perfect state, they cor-
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respond to thewmip the Divine Order or Pattern. For exampls, in The %oy of Simp-

1t7, we read: "41] pature is & vant and subtle music, to which the innocent

soul iz close attuned®™, but evil can disrupt th

s :%The profane
asgay te sever themselwes from this musie, fixirz new laws of gein and melf-
advantage against fhe lew of universal love." From the point of vlew of the
earth plans, it is only humenity which can do this, Animals, sbtars snd flowers
all move within the nstural hermony of themis. Physical meture is not perfect

{animals prey on one snother, plants may be pars

tic, disease and death exist),

wut at its oen level, it is 2 shudow of the primordial Perfeciion of God “from
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came snd whence we wust reburan®, Only ¥ald must meke an act of will in

ey blossom out of sesson, wor any flower

& control is broken
Trom th

and ey




The present age is wholly profane in beving cut itself off as fasr as posmsible
from the rhythe of nsture, buildimg an srtificial urben lifestyle which is in-
sengltive to the subtle currents of the seasons and the moon. lgnoring the com-

plex pattern of rights and duties which characterise maid's true relation with

ture and substituting for it the evil and ignorant doctrine of "might isa
right”, which allows humenity teo plunder the earth without returning anything
until it becomes z desert, to torture end brutslise our sisters of the animal

realm without mercy and fo expleoit thex as though they were insensate pileces of
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wachinery.

£11 this is tied up with the doctrine that mature is & mere Paceident™, a

chance arrangerent of physical matier without meaning or spiritusl slgnificance.

blasphemy of the sxploitat:ve attitude becomes apparent. To truly experience

i nature is fto revers her, s~d through her to revere She who hss crest

her.

H Feved with the majesty of untamed natures, whether in the stars or ir a forest,,
the numen heart is overwhslmed with & feeling of wholeness end holiness - s
feeling that here is something complete énd as it should be ~ an sarbhly re-

flection of the awesome Perfectness of the Divine.
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p But it 18 not only in rare ®mysticsal® moments of nature-~experience that the

holiness of nature can be with us. Time and again, I have noiticed how &8s &

0 person practices e sgeagonal rituals handed down from the dawn of time, and
meditates upon thelr ilnner significance, slowly she becomes at one with the

gsessonal rhythm. Her work, her thought and her devotion change with every

of the cycle. Her inner 1life ie not the same in autuon as it is in

3

spring, but follows the pattern of themis. This is how we were meant to be.

I believe that it ie this spiritusl %ransparency of nature which so mEnY
&
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: podern hsarts are yesrning for amid the desert of feommologiecal/commercial

P

meterialism. 1 belleve that scolegy and the "natural 1ife® movement are truly

true horeland of the humen soul.

i
i is hidden uvnder Yge #® Justificstlons dn teyms of kheslth, conservation
4
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w111 leave the situstion alwost as bad as before. It also

the charge (so intimidating in ¢ al® age) that

find vtiliterian justifications for our beliefs, we are

ko, respect for nature wmust be bassc on the hard spiriteal fects of life.

net 1t ls the meterialists, with their crass scien

lem, thelir

“of the supernstural, living in their self-masde sterilised
vniverse -~ it is they who are the dreamers. When they jackboot over nature

in their frenzied scramble for every last penny, they do not

oy 4t is their
own souls they are bruising. Only those who can asee the spiritual Resllty
behin
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neture can be cslled realists.,
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