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atIVlty
(God became Maid, that maid might come to

God, Her birth, not now, nor in the past,
but in that eternal moment that is the root
of all time; that glorious birth is the
great pillar of the universe. If She Who

: nothing could have been, Maid, the soul,

i intelligent creation, endowed with choice,
- and having used. that choice wrongly to be=-
.« cbme separate from the Onej maid, not only
_human and on earth, but in every sphere of
being. The One became maid, born as Her own
.Daughter, to-walk upon the world, that
;thsre.night be a world to walk upon,

3

"’Ginad

.- Shipiing daughters of Heaven that mirror the
.5 perfection of the Absolute, you are clear
. i poals reflecting Her beauty, pure crystals
‘<reflecting Her Truth. By your perfection,

lead. us again to our perfect natures, that
_We. may mirror the splendour ot our Motbor.

NATIVITY ISSUE + ASTRAEA 120

" For dread and holy fear.

'.purely Is had not come into becoming, then .

r;;;ued in the month of ﬁ\
Astraea in the year 120
aprés Lourdes., Opinions
expressed do not neces-
sarily represent the
view of Lux Madriana,
but they do not con-
flict with the .essent-

"ial tenets of the.

Chdrinn faith,

A Rativity Carol
A Star upon the hedgerows shoné,
And on the frozen ground; " .

The twigs were mossed with silver 1rost,
And -snow lay all around.

She shone so bright upon the night
That it was like to day;

Maids saw the streams of her fair beams
Full many leagues away.,

The shepherd took her cloak and’ crook,
The spindler left her skein,
And all did tread the way that led

To where the Star did shine.

The high princess made speed to dress

*In all her fine -arrayj

With maids and men and horses, then,
She trode that self-same vay.

All robed in white, than snow more bright
A Genia did appear,
And great and small did faint and' fall

But she did speak most kind and meek,
And gave a precious lore: ‘
A maiden born upon the dawn, )
That shall the world restore. ‘

Then give you praise, all themis ‘maids, !
To She that is above; i
For She did bear a Daughter dear

Foxr all Her gentle love.

And by Her birth, thia fallen earth
Is healed and ronder'd whole;

And at this night Her radiant light
Is born in every soul.

* 3% % {C} *



entails certain rituals which make it
"sacred territory". In recent times when

Madrians often move into pre-built houses, become a householder, and some in vhioh .d
married maid may not. The Rite of mar~ ..

rites of consecration perform the same
function,

The matriarchal nature of the house-
hold has been remembered long into patri-
archal times. An/Egyptian wife was called
nebt per "the ruler of the bouse"; Hindu
scriptures state that a maid after mar-
riage is the rulor of a "kingdom" - that
of her household., A similar position is
accepted, at least in theory and often in
practice, among the Arabs. It is related
that the prophet Muhammad, having on one
occasion offended all his wives, had no
house in which to sleep. Traditions of a
similar nature may be found from the Far
East to the Americas.

In matriarchal tradition the mis-
tress is the most essential
thing in a household - in-
deed, she is the only com=-
pletely essential thing in
a household. One can have
a household without a
hearth; one can even
have a household without
a house, but one can
never have a household
without a mistress. Every
maid carries within her-
self a "potential™ house-
hold, That potential be-
comes actualised usually
at the time of her marri-
age though there are many
circumstaneea in which
an unmarried maid may

| JT_E:JThe Temple of Hestia

The Spiritual Significance of the Madrian Household

aj;o matriarchal house is by no means a secular building estab-.
lished merely for the purpose of shelter. It is a sort of re-. .-
flected image of the Temple, and its central focus, the hearth—irﬂ-
fire, a reflection of the sacrificial altar-flame. The head of. a
household is a "priestess" within her own domain, and conducts . -
all domestic Rites. As with a Temple, the foundation of ‘the hnuacﬁ,,

riage is essentially the Rite by which a
man is invited into the household of a

maid; in which he deases to be a member

of his mother's household and bceonel'a
menber of hers, :

The change of status by which a 3313 3-

becomes a householder has usually been'
marked by a change of title - a remnant '
of this survives in the English change

from Miss to Mrs and various equivalents -

in other languages. In Madrian usage, a

householder is called Donna, and is form~'.
ally addressed either as Madrienm (liter= B

ally "little mother"”, and a diminutive °
of Madria, the title of a priestess) or

as Domina, the Roman name for tho lady ofﬂ.‘

a house.

Most marriages create a "minor" houl

hold; for the new householder will usual< i

ly remain within the household into which:
she was born. The traditional "major" . :
household is quite large, usually pract—
ising a particular craft or group of “
crafts, and headed by a maid of some
spiritual authority. Sometimes the "maj-—
or" household is under one roof, some= .
times scattered over a small area. Eac
major household, and many minor ones -
particularly if they have a separate.
building - is dedicated to its own hera:

or Genia, who gives the home her special” <

protection and is accorded a special: ﬂer
votion, :

But one Genia presides over all héuse~ .

holds indiscriminately ~ Hestia, Genia :
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of the hearth-fire, and every Madrian —” government o2 'a village did not transcend
housebhold honours her at least once each the household, but was merely a federation
year. ‘She is often pictured in an atti- of independent households. The only person
tude of prayer, for she is above all as- | to whom a householder owed alleigance was
sociatéd with domestic Rites and worship.| the priestess. Hardly any activity of any -’
The honey~cake of the sacrifice was, in sort took place outside the context of a
former- times, placed on the hearth-fire, household. Therefore, upon the household

or - more usually - on a brazier of burn-| rested the responsibility for the ritual
ing embers taken from the fire and placed| and symbolic correctness of society as a

on the Altar. In many homes this is still] whole - a matter of far deeper importance
practised today. . than those words imply to an uninitiated

. modern ear. If a householder

acts out of themis, she be-
comes a "tyrant" (that is,
one who rules by false human
authority rather than by

true Divine authority), and
her household is "anathemis",
The disorder affects not only
the household concerned, but
will bhave repercussions
throughout the whole organism
of the society - and if such
disruptions become general,
they will have effects on the
cosmic order as a whole. To
one indoctrinated from birth
with the rationalist-mater-
ialist outlook of the modern

The fire, by virtiue of
its sacredness, and its
status as "the altar of
Hestia", is the central
point of the household, It
is a symptom of the degen-
eracy ‘of the modern profane
household that not only has
the blazing hearth been ab-
olished, but that its pos-
ition 4s "focus” has been
usurped by that monstrous
Trojan horse the television
set. Thus the household is
focussed not on the elem-
‘ental symbol of purity, but
on a constant stream of

trivia, profenity and | world, this latter may
worldliness. “In the temple of the. household she is priestess: | _ seem "far~fetched"; but
. r‘ She is sovereign in the empire of the home~ once.one understands
how all orders of real-

There is no such
thing .as secular authority. All legitim- | ity are linked together by strict corres-
ate authority flows from God; and the pondences, nothing could be more obvious,
head .0f' a household is a channel of Her Indeed, the transgressing of themis in
authority on earth. So long as the head households of the late-matriarchal period
of a household follows the Way of Hestia | ¥as both a cause and an effect in the pro-
in obedience to divine law, and the mem- | 8ressive crisis which has led to the set-
bers of her household in turn obey her, ting up of patriarchy and to the spiritual
the household is "in themis" - in accord-| chaos of modern times. A crisis and degen-
ance .with eternal Harmony. The seasons eration, moreover, which extends consider~
will be observed as they should, the ably beyond the human and physical spheres.
crafts will continue in their true
themis; human life will be normal in the } Profane myth teaches that there is no
sense of conforming to the divine Norm §{ purpose to human existence except self-
laid down for fallen maid through which g} preservation and "the pursuit of happi-
she may be led back to her celestial ness” (a will-o-the-wisp if ever there
origin. ".vas-one!). This is a dangerous falsehood.
<4l Individually, the purpose of a buman
} : being is salvation and the perfection

“This is the true secret of the Ix
oi’iﬁﬁ@lming importance of the house-
hold.,In matriarchal times, it was g
the central unit of society - the %

- 2 1h2® of her immortal soul. Collectively,
AT j__'»?' the human species has a vital .
«-J‘ function within the cosmic order as




e —

—_——

ESS

NATIVITY CARDS: Five different designs on

. Nativity themes. The cards have been made

self-explanatory so that they can be sent
to non-Madrian friends. 50p per set.

BOSARIES: After a period of delay and dif-
ficulty with supplies, Rosaries are again
available at £1:-50. We also have some par-
ticularly attractive Rosaries at £3.00.

AQUARIAN FESTIVAL: Lux Madriana will have
a stand at this year's Aquarian Festival
at Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton Hill on the
11th and 12th of Moura. It will be open
from 2pm=-9pm on the Friday and 10an~7pm on
the Saturday. Come and meet us!

WORK IN PROGRESS .

a whole. Human society, when it adheres
to the Norm,is a great Temple, and each.
stone within it is a microcosm of the
Temple - a household. Every act within
human life is a ritual act, binding the
soul closer to She who created her; and
the context of these "minor rituals" is
the "minor temple"” of the household.

If maidkind is to survive the coming
crisis, a spiritual foundation must be
laid from which she may return to the
authentic human Norm in which alone she
can continue to exist. That is why it is
imperative that themis households should
be set up, centred on the Goddess, rit-
ually pure and obedient to the Way of
Harmony. As the crisis deepens, the
counter-movement must already be in mot-
ion, with households returning one by
one to themis, Jjust as once they left it
one by one. Thére is no other way of
tackling the crisis at the root, for its
roots, like the roots of all material
things, are spiritual,

The way of obedience is the way of
Hestia; the way into the warm glow of
the hearth~fire., The alternative we can
see only too well, for it is almost upon
us ~ the ever more garish lights of the
last days of the Coca Cola society, fol-
lowed inevitably by the cold and dark-
ness of spiritual death. But it is not

too late. Sister Alethea

LONDON CENTRE: Work is under way on -set-

ting up a meeting place for Catholic Mad-
rians in London, It will be in a central

area, possibly Victoria, and will be both
a chapel for the celebration of the nat-

ural Rites and a place where Madrians can
meet informally at other times. Interest-
ed non-Madrians will also be welcomed. If
you would like to help with the work, -ate

tend services or just meet socially,;eoﬁ- '

tact Lux Madriana or ring 01-542 061

HALP-CAL!NDABS: Full enlondnra for this
year are still available at 60p post
free. Half-calendars covering the seas-
ons of Autumn, Winter and Moura are av—‘
ailable at 45p. Both include major and:
minor festivals, natural rites, corres=’
pondences for each day of the sacred and"
secular years plus other information‘and-
are delightfully illustrated. Next yéar's
calendar will be produced in late Monra.
Orders are being taken from now.

TELEVISION: An item about Lux Madriasa
was broadcast in the early-evening reg- -
ional news programme of a television .:  :

station called ATV which apparently: “p—'J';

erates in the Oxford area. The regioc
concerned is obviously quite wide, .since:
the broadcast was seen as far afield.as.
Nottingham and Gloucester. A mock Rite
of Sacrifice was shown, and we are told..
that the effect was rather splendid-in
colour. The item was broadcast on Halu
22nd. .

PALLAS ACADEMY: The prospectus for the .
foundational course in Madrian philosophy
is finally available. Those who have al-
ready ordered it will be receiving cbpies'
shortly. Please send a stamp if youhave
not yet.ordered one but wish to have:.one.

SILVER TEMPLE, RITUAL MAGIC: Send.
also for details of the Madrian Ri:
Magic course and 5p plus postage for the
leaflet explaining how to attune to the .
astral-etheric Silver Temple of the. Koon.
-7
THANK YOU for your prayers and your: don-
ations over the Autumn season. .

.
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hen'we think of the glorious Nativity
ot our Lady, there is a tendency to
/ive' overwhelmed by the radiant bright-

ness of its majeaty or the glittering
darknosl of its mystery. The soul is
caught up in the sweetness and exhilarat-
ion of this most glorious of the arche-
typal Events. This is quite natural; the
desire to "sing aloud to the glory ot the
Goddola",upon the revelation of this Mys-
tery is one that maidkind shares with the
Geniae themselves (MythosII,17). The joy
and beanty of the midwinter Nativity
festival is so powerful that it remains
vith us in patriarchal societies long
atter the true meaning has been forgotten.

Yet the laughter and the awe, the car-
0lling and the silent adoration which
make up the human and angelic response
to the Nativity Event; these must not be
allowed to overshadow a response far
‘deeper although less obviously ecstatic:
a response which should be with us
throughout the year, and yet which cen-
tres.'in-a very special way upon Nativity.
This response is the response of living
with our Lady.

Every one of the Primordial Events,
vhich are enacted beyond the bounds of
tino and space, have profound effects at
every level of existence from the cosmic
whole to the most intimate recesses of
the individunal soul., The cosmic mystery
and significance of Nativity attracts our
hearts like moths about a radiant lantern;
but vithin the inmost caverns of our soul
it also has a meaning. Its meaning is
both.simple and breathtaking: that our
Lady bhas come to us; that She is with us
-.not;just in a general way, but with
each: 1ndividua1 soul ~ beside her, within
her, all about her. Every step you take,
you take in Her presence.

‘The more deeply we understand this the
more astonishing it becomes. It is beaut-
iful, but with a terrible and awe-inspir-
ing-beauty. I remember, when I was young,

JR IR

saying to a priestess "But if I real/ly felt
that She was with me all the time - why, I
wvouldn't be able to do half the things I
do now!"; "No, my child," she replied "you
would not." I sometimes think a saint or a
hera is one who fully realises our Lady's
constant presence.

Yet the terrible aspect is only one
side of the reality. If it can. awaken in
our hearts a little of the holy awe that |
has been deadened by the bland, blind non-~
chalance of modern materialism (surely the
archetypal "false sense of security") that
is a healthy sign. But beyond that, there |
is a beauty, a sweetness and a comfort be~ ;
yond the power of words to express in the
knowledge that She is with us, and our !
only adequate respomse is to fully acknow-~ !
ledge Her presence by living consciously
with Her.

To live with our Lady is to walk every
step with Her, to eat and drink with Her,
to sleep cradled in Her hands and to
awaken into Her presence. In each act we
make, we should be conscious of Her eyes
upon us and seek to make it pleasing to
Her. Nor should we always serve Her in
silence; we may speak to Her inwardly,
thanking Her for Her mercies, asking
strength in our trials, praying for others
and praising Her. Immediately this may
seem strange, but is it not really the
most natural thing in the world? If a
friend, out of love, accompanied us every-
where, would we ignore her and behave as
though she were not there?

I have heard of a maid who, each time
she opened a door, would pause to allow
our Lady to pass before her. One may feel
inclined to smile at this, but as a sym- .
bolic gesture, a constant self-reminder
and a mark of respect to our beloved Guest
this small ritual should by no means be
despised. And even if she was mistaken in
conceiving our Lady's presence in rather
over-material terms, how small a mistake
is this in comparison with the gross and

i
i
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gaping error of
Her presence at all. .

Not everyone will have so complete and
perpetual a consciousness of our Lady's pre-
sence. Most of us will not feel so close to
Her during everyday actions as we do in
prayer at our shrine. But each of us can
cultivate a far deeper realisation of Her
presence. We should remind ourselves from
time to time that She is
with us, and once we have

"begun to do this we will
soon find that there are
times when She Herself re-
minds us. For She is con-
stantly trying to communic-
ate with us, and nothing
stands in Her way except -
the coldness of our own
hearts and the hard encrust-
ation of the ego. As we open
ourselves to Her, our hearts
begin to thaw, and the .
sparkling fountain of Her
love comes pouring in.

It will not happen all at
once, There will be wonder-
ful successes; there will
also be failures. So long as
we do not let the forces of
darkness (and make no mis-
take - they are there) ex-
ploit our failures to dis-
hearten us with the whole
process, they need not worry

Q *( \.,\{} ﬁ --.-;7:’3*4")',’5{

those who fail to recognile s_’ vill seek to’ teassert 1tuelf vith

of Hell behind it,

Yet s0 long as we live in Her presence
we cannot really fail, for the battle is
in Her hands. To walk with our Lady' is to
walk in the way of total ael!-nnrron@o:;
yet only through losing herself can a
find herself, and only by casting 9

mask of ego can she ‘rel.

at last in the arms
Lady and become her tr

stall at the Aquarian o
Festival held in London in
Moura of last year. I had
a. brief discussion und

Mother' and Moira.
tion booklets. Thgy

forgotten about.,-
‘ally I wrote to Oxfo .
starting a correspon enee
with Chrysothemis and:
Angelina which atill eon-

us, Accept your failings
meekly and learn humility from thenm.

The ego or false self is the greatest
enemy of this process. For to feel the
presence of our Lady is to obey Her; to
serve Her in everything we do. The more we
know Her the more we love Her, and the more
we love Her the more we wish to lay down
our own. will and all that this world has
taught us to call "self™ and simply follow
Her will in all things. As soon as we drop j
the ego, we realise what an ugly, clunmsy,
‘burden it always was, and wonder how
we can ever have clung to it so
fiercely. This is in our moments of ¢
success, In times of failure the ego

_tinues, until I felt it
was time to come and see
them in person, I had written out two . .
pages of questions, and we spent a "whole
afternoon discussing them. In the end they
were all answered, and I began to feel a
lot happier. I was invited to stay for .
supper, after which my interest in-% S

to experience it at first hand, and

'thardly believe it had really vorked 2or me.

": very avare of nature lpirit:, reincarn-
;3 ation, and direct attunement with -
f@God - and here was a religion that

A >*was not only the way of life on: thil

Contd.p.8 *
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raft;is one of the fundamental human
activities. Through craft, the creativ~-

ity of;God Herself is reflected in the
sphere of human action, In a normal matri-
archal civilisation (and it must not be
forgotten that .the patriarchal regimes of
the last few millennia represent nothing
snore than a brief aberration from the
_countless thousands of years of normal mat-

riarchal humanity) the primary purpose of
the .crafts is not to "produce” things in
the: quickest and cheapest way possible, but
to per!orn the timeless ritual of creation
in such-a way as to lead the craftsmaid in-
to a deeper communion with the Creatrix of
all things; and also to produce an object
not ;merely of utility and of beauty, but
one wvhose daily use would be a "reminisc-—
ence" of Eternity - a slender thread bind-
ing: the user to her Divine origin and pur-
pose; . The life of a normal matriarchal soc-
iety might be said to be a radiant tapestiry
made up of such threads connecting earth to
heaven.,

The ancient crafts (including the crafts
of agricnlture) had each their symbolic
neaningr- and, as has often been p01nted
out in these pages, the symbolic meaning of
a thing,or action is far more than a "mes-

sage"™; %acked onto it by human minds. The
world of physical things is not the "real
d",i'it is merely a shadow cast by Ab-
solute gyality upon the veil of matter.
Like. a;g%adow, it is not sol1d, but subject

to constant change, decay and death: "All
things that live must die". Its reality -
indeed, its very existence ~ derives from
the Divine Reality which lies beyond it.
Once we have understood this, it becomes
possible to realise that the aspect of ult-
imate Truth which a thing symbolises is the
real nature of that thing, while its out-
ward and material "crystallisation" is
merely a temporary expression of it.

To seek the ultimate nature of material
things by analysing their sub-atomic struc-
ture is like seeking the meaning of a spok-

Discovering the Goddess/ From R 7,
planet for thousands of years, but it
actually included all the aspects of
the etheric that I had already accept-
ed, and then some!

Now the Pentacle and the Rosary are
old friends, I have a shrine to Our
Lady in my bedroom and every day brings
a nev joy. I still can't quite believe
that it's all really happening, and
although I am not exactly sure yet just
what it is I have let myself in for, my
life is firmly dedicated to the Goddess
and there is no turning back. As Lao
Tzu says: "The journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single step”, and I
suspect that this will be the most dif-
ficult, joyous and rewarding journey of

my life. Jobn Shimwell



en sentence by analysing each word into its -~ part of the porson. She

component phonemes. The only way to under-~
stand the meaning of a sentence is to know
the language in which it is spoken; and the
only way to understand things and events in
the material world is to understand the sym-
bolic principles which reveal their connect-
ion with ultimate Reality.,

The traditional crafts are based upon
these principles, The tools, the methods
and the accompanying rites of each craft
exercise a symbolic and- ritual function by
virtue of which the craft as a whole may
rightly be called a path of initiation. Ev-
ery craft contains. in embryo
the creative principle upon
which the manifestation of
the entire universe is based.

- The crafts are not human "in-
ventions (as profane mythol=-
ogy would have it) but spring
in essence from the primord-
ial Creator Herself. They
were given to humanity (and,
in differeat forms, but id- .
entical symbolic essence, to
those higher levels of being
vhich preceded humanity)
from the dawn of time.

Each craft is bestowed
upon humanity by or "through"
one of the Geniae, who ex-
press different aspects of
the Divine Whole. Thus, the

-
~:'
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may be saidi to be
"in love" with her work, It holdu:a-taqc-
ination for her which in modern profane

society has had to be replaced (with'very-
ing degrees of inadequacy) on the ¢ne hand
by various "hobbies", and on the o,hgr by

various artificial forms of "entert nment"'

consisting mainly of the continual .
ation of a small range of rather orude
sentimental responses.

: P
Quest. It is only when work
has degenerated into ‘mete-

itarian chore whose only
value to the worker:-is to
give her suffitient:toney
to buy the sounlless”"pro-
ducts”" of her fellow wvage-
slaves - that the word:
"leisure” can have’hny fiean-

duction-line is not:® a-wc
ion; far from being:din.love
with it, the victiim desires
nothing but to be avay=from
it and occupied in: :lei:
pursuits. Yet these she
freely admits .re,"o,ly
leisure”, She attat )
profound importance ito:them,

craft of weaving has its
primordial source in the activity of our
lady Moira, Genia of personal fate; the
craft of scholarship in that of our lady
Athene, and so forth. Each person in her
true essence is "the radiance of a unique
facet of the jewel of Deity", and the Div~
ine facet to which she corresponds, as well
as the state of development which she has }
reached in her present life, will determiné
the craft of her vocation.

True vocation is literally a "calling".
In a normal society, factors such as pays:
ment, status, amount of leisure, are SRS
wholly irrelevant in ascertaining one's,
vocation, and rarely arise in any ¢
case, The vocation is an essential

NS

mind -when they talk of "progress",

o iy, assumptions: 1. That any socie Ly
;,ncazfl‘
&N&?<«-J8 so, 2.

Modern society sees :mo nlt-
imate meaning either in work or in:leisure.

It is a society without meaning or -purpose.

Now let us pause to consider that this
situation is precisely what peoplé’have in

ation in which the ordinary life:¢
ordinary person has, in return for»ﬁ ‘hand-
ful of clever gadgets, been robbei

cap-

ces" would automatically bave done

That no society before’

wage-slavery - a mere ut114,

!
)
i'.

ing. The slavery offthe pro- f
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able of "improving" its staté of mat- . .-
Syoerial wealth by "scientifiel advan~.

the in- -




-ently ‘that it forgot whythe craftis must be&

‘when its ‘spiritual blindness became almost

dnltti(l‘.
so, and that the present state of society is

the result of a "tremendous advance” in hum-
an knowledge and ability. Both of these as-
sumptions :are not only false, they are the
very reverse of the truth. Maid has had the
knowledge and capacity to produce an "indus-
trial revolution" at almost any period in
history. Electric batteries have been found
in ancient Babylonian excavations -~ they
vere used .for electro-plating metals. Elec~
tricity was also used to make “perpetual
lamps" at various times during antiquity.
Hero of Alexandria built a turbo-jet engine
some 2,000 years ago, and one of the archi-
tects of St Sophia at Constantinople made a
stedﬁ'engine which he used to make the
building ‘Where -he lived shake as if there
was an cgrthquakc in order to get rid of an
nnploasant neighbour,

All .these things were known in antiquity.
They were:simply never exploited in a syst-
ematic way so as to destroy the traditional
crafts (in any case, the major innovation
of the industrial revolution was the syst-
ematic factory exploitation 6f water-pover,
which had been -in common use throughout an-
tiqu;ty) -Here the diehard progressist may
argue that this wvas because our more "prim-
itive™ ancestors lacked the capacity for
such’ large-scale organisation, but a glance
at the: Pyramids, Chartres Cathedral or the
Roman- army- will quickly show up this piece
of prinsry school pseudo-evolutionism for
vhat it 13.

The real reason vas that even in patri-
archal times, the absolute necessity of the
crafts to human life and spiritual well-
being was understood. On several occasions
the systematic application of "inventions”
to production was banned on the specific
grounds' of protecting the crafts, Patri-
archal society has been degenerating for a )

S
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long time, but it was only relatively rec-

preserved intact. That could only happen

2 10

volntion had the knowledge to do 7 the destruction of the crafts had begun,

it is obvious that one invention would
lead to another, and that "science" in the
purely physical and outward sense would
become more and more sophisticated. Any
society could have set that proc¢ess in
motion at almost any point throughout hum-
an history -~ only providing it was astupid

enough,
|

Modern techno-bureaucratic society is a
monument not to an advance in knowledge,
but to a loss of knowledge; not to in-
creased intelligence, but to monumental
unintelligence. The society which proudly
boasts that it has solved some of life's
technical problems at the price of des-
troying the very spiritual purpose for
which we became incarnate in the first
place is like the maid who boasts that she
has cured grandmother's cough by strang-
ling grandmother.

The modern error always focusses on
"doing"” rather than "being". 0f course,
cheap, soulless and imperfect "products"
will "do" almost as well as genuine arte-.
facts. But the human heart was made to
strive for perfection; and in perfecting
her work, a maid perfects her soul. In a
profane society, nothing is sacred;. in a
sacred society, nothing is profame. To
make is to make holy, to serve is to serve
God, She who is perfected in her craft -~
the ranya or magistra - is, on her own
level, a kind of priestess: a hierophant
of the Mysteries of the craft. Free from
the errors of profanity, normal life is
unbroken, Work and life are one; life and
faith are one; and that one is a golden
pathway, leading beyond the boundaries of
the world, into the arms of She Who

ereated it. - Sister Angelina

HESTIAD BLESSING

Mother Hestia, bless my home that it may
become a place of peace and a resting

. total; when it could only see the gross_. &in:. .place of the Spirit; a place of under-
and outvnrd aspect of things and was {' E- 4. stapding where Truth abides; and a
qnite inpervious to the inward and ;,t "" '_ ‘fo ‘place of love, which will awaken

{ tua \ﬂ/ﬂﬁd?) Sz~ every heart to the love of the

)S',c‘?{&"‘)lother of All,
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violence and unright-
eousness that is inher-
ent in the very nature
of patriarchy. First, it
is said, the idolaters
Y shall apostatise even from
their own idolatry. The im=~
age of the male god shall be
pulled down and men shall
worship only themselves. The
last remnants of legitimate
authority shall vanish and mon-
ey shall be king. Great tyran-
nical states will control the lives of
their victims with innumerable laws and
regulations, until the whole earth is un~
der the dominion of one monstrous tyrant,
"the son of Irkalla™. The people will no
longer farm their own land, but will be
forced to work as slaves in great cities
and the rulers will tell so many lies
that nobody will know what the truth is.
They will confuse the people about right
and wrong; adultery, theft and violence
will be rife; and "not one in a hundred
shall know howv to pray".

Hearing these ancient prophecies, one
can only be startled at how closely they
describe the present time, and how those
parts that have not yet come to pass seenm
only too likely to do so in the near fut-
ure. Nor do the prospects look bright.
There shall be famine and pestilence,
fire shall fall from the sky and rivers
will dry up. From what we know of nuclear

- weapons, chemical and bacteriological

warfare, as well as the resources and en=-
ergy crises threatening the: earth, these
too seem more than possible.

Yet in all this, there is hope, for it
is‘said that among the chaos shall come a
new generation of believers, small at
first, but swelling to a multitude. The

\.../

1d Madrian traditionl tell that a time shall ‘come
hen the patriarchal regime shall fall into. decay.
All its institutions shall be eaten away from within by‘the

Spirit of the Goddess shall de.cend u
the community, and "little souls shall  be
made great by the Spirit"™; heras sh‘
walk among them, and "wondrous thi zg
accomplished on earth and in‘the h
Many will suffer and die as martyrs
they shall be taken up into the glo

the Goddess, and "a hundred shall gome ..
And at the hg;ght of

wbere one is fallen",

a hera beyond all heras, who is tho;
messenger of God"”. Her voice shall

"heart be made of ice"; her beauty vill be

overvhelming, yet it is not beauty of the

. body, but radiance of soul. She will be

"gimple as a woodland creature, yet her
wisdom shall be deeper than the -agf ;.

weary world back -into the light ot
Mother's love. The Age of Irkalla |
Yuga, or the Iron Age), which has
in its ever-thickening darkness fo:
8ix millennia, shall pass away lik
nightmare from which the world avabenn.
We are approaching the darkest hour,’ but
by the same token, we are also apprbach-
ing the dawn. Already the "nevw generation
of believers"is beginning to appear.:A.
ready one great soul has walked A‘an?nl

ancient purity a little over halg-
tury ago. And even now there are the
tremors of a new movement upon the .spir-
itual-horizon. Can it be that the
children alive today who will liv
see the maid of maids, our Lady's
senger on earth? :
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Winter

7@;‘V‘i Correspondence of the sacred and sec-
ular calendars for the seasons of
* Winter and Moura

Astraea: Nov 28th = Dec 25th
Hestiat Dec 26th - Jan 22nd
Brighdes Jan 23rd - Feb 19th

Mouras Feb 20th - March 19th

™ _Major Festivals
- NATIVITY (The Nativity of Our Lady):
4th Hestia (Dec 29th)

- FEAST OF LIGHTS: 10th Brighde (Feb 1st)
EVE OF MOURA: 28th Brighde (Feb 19th)
PASSION: 28th Moura (March 19th)

Minor Festivals
GENIAD: 28th Astraea (Dec 25th)

HESTIAD: 6th Hestia (Dec 31st)
DUODECIMA: 15th Hestia (Jan 9th)
PURPLE MONDAY: 7th Brighde (Jan 29th)
MOURA DAY: 1st Moura (Feb 20th)
MED-MOURA: 14th Moura (March 5th)

~Nativity Season

ADVENT :

Advent, this year 29 days long, is a
period of spiritual and practical pre-
paration for the coming of our Lady at
Nativity. We prepare ourselves spirit-
ually to experience the birth of the
Daughter in our hearts, which is part
of the deeper meaning of Nativity -
without good preparation, much will be
lacking in the experience. It is in
this connection that the element of

_ "fast", of purification, mingles with

. the festive spirit of Advent. It is the
freeing of our hearts from the encrust-
. ations of the material world so that we
5 . may see Nativity again with simplicity
ﬁ and wonder, as at the dawn.of time.

Practical preparation includea_the.

THE COMIN

festival meanin

decoration of our homes and shrines.
The five-pointed star is preeminent
among decorations, together with
candles symbolising the birth of the
Divine Light upon' earth, and ever-

" greens representing life among bar-

renness - ivy, holly, bay, mistletoe
and fir. The silver fir is the sym--
bolic Birth Tree, although the point-
ed spruce is more often seen. Scenes
from the Mythos are also represented,
although images of the Mother and
Child usually appear only after the
Geniad, The Advent colour is green.

GENIAD

On this day we honour our sisters
the Geniae, the children of Heaven.
These are perfect and shining souls,
such as we once were before we turn-
ed away from our Mother. Each is a
perfect reflection of some different
aspect of the Divine, and the Light
of the Divine shines through her and
all her actions, Some of them we
know by specific names ~ e.g. Athene
Genia of wisdom, Hestia, Genia of
the home, Alethea, Genia of Truth -
but most are unnamed, including the
countless personal Geniae who guide
and lead each one of us on the path
back to Perfection. An essential
part of the challenge of the festiv-
al is to recognise and.cultivate our
own potential Geniahood, to develop
our personal gifts in Her service
and allow Her light to shine through
us, The festival is a joyouns one and
may include the giving of presents
especially those reflecting our own
creative gifts. Its colour is blue.

NATIVITY

NATIVITY EVE: A white candle is 1it
at sunset to be extinguished at dawn
on Nativity morning, burning through
the night. The first of the three

Nativity Rites is celebrated at mid-
night., Altar cloths should be white,
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gs & celebration

nﬁd the incense preferably sandal-
) © wood.

NATIVITY: One of the great feasts of

’ the year, giving its name to the
whole season, Nativity celebrates .

* the birth of the Daughter, the third

Person of the Divine Trinity, from

. the Mother, the second Person. Her

y name, given in the Mythos is Inanna, ’

) meaning ‘"Queen of Heaven"
but She is also
Princess of the

"World and Pries~ .o

tess of the World,
come among us to lead,
guide and help us on
our journey back to our
true Home. The season is al-
so known as Yule, originally
from ‘/oelos, a carol in hon-
our of the Mother and Dau-
ghter in the Greek Demeter/
Persephone tradition. The
three Rites of Nativity
are held at midnight,
dawn and dusk,

Nativity is a seas-
on of high festivity,
with games, story-telling,
presenta and feasting. One
of the traditions of Nativity
is the legend of the Star-.
Fairy, the princess of the
sylphs or air-spirits. As air
is the element and the Star
the central symbol of winter and
Nativity, she is seen as presiding
over the celebrations, She and her
sylphs are described as flying from
home to home before Nativity Dawn,
creating presents out of the air.

HESTIAD

On the Day of Hestia we honour the
Genia of the hearth and the home.
Nativity is preeminently a house-
hold festival, so it is fitting
that the Hestiad be in the season.

On this day we celebrate the home and
its deep significance.

. The home is blessed by making the
Pentacle in the four corners of each
room (usually with a stick of incense)
wvhile praying that the love of our
Lady should £ill the home, leading
all who come into contact with it to
Her. Madrians visit each other bear-

ing blessings and wish-
es for good fortune,
and are At tradit-
ionally
entertain-
ed with home
baked bread and
home made or mulled .- °
ale or wine. .

DUODECIMA

This is a light-hearted festiv-
al marking the end of the twel-
ve days of Nativity celebrat-
ion. The keeping ofsthe twelve
.days has been a popular cus-

sociated with the reappear-
ance of the Star each night
for twelve nights as describ-
ed in the Mythos. The days re-
"present the months from Colum-
bina to Brighde, and the thir-~
teenth day, the day after Duo-
decima, represents Moura, the

month of penance and purific-
ation, and is kept as a fast.
All representations of the Star
should be taken down before midnight ~
on Duodecima, together with all arti-
ficial decorations, although greenmery
may remain uniil Purple Monday Eve.

Duodecima is celebrated with all
manner of games-and jokes, and it is
usual to have a party, the centre-
piece of which is the "bean cake" -
the maid who finds the bean baked in- ¥7

until midnight, and her word is law,

tom down the ages and is as- ..




ER ST IAL A S AL D S AP CTT 3 SAIA b VA 0, Mg OO

Lt e

-in. the high places and whispered on the
plain since the earliest years of that
fierce-tyranny which has since come to en-
slave all the holy lands of earth, was
born under clear stars on a cold night am-
ong-the.black pines of Damitaras. And the
only singing that attended her birth was
tho howling of wolves.,

Ciﬁnfﬁtn, she whose story has been sung

o "

Vhy ‘her mother was travelling in those
mountains at that time of year has never
been known, for it is said she never con-
fided:her story to any living creature,
not- even her daughter. Whether she was
driven’ ‘by terror or desire or need, no one

"will. ever know. But it is certain she had
. been  journeying for many days when, mis-

sing her path in the snow, she found her-
self .lost and alone in a strange country
as the night came. And in this very hour
she gave birth to her daughter and named
her:Carpinta. She had barely strength to
bless.the child, murmuring the words fam-
iliar.tp her from her childhood: "May you
use;the;gift of 1ife wisely, and may our
Blessed:Lady be with your every step."
Adding the fervent prayer "And with mine",
she:struggled to her feet and attempted to
go on. :But weariness overcame her, and
sinking down with the child in her arms,
she - slept as the snow fell.

As the sun rose over the mountains the
next day, a goatherd, bringing some chees-
es to:market, saw a sight which stopped
her: in ‘her tracks.

"Wolves!" she cyied, "but what brings
themr s0 close?" For two of the dreaded
creatures were lying still as statues in a
crevice in the rock face, not more than a
stone's .throw from the village gates. As
the. goatherd approached cautiously, one of
the wolves sprang up, roused its companion

-and fled. Then she saw the most ustonish-

ing :sight of all, for Carminta and her
mother:lay there, alive and warm in the
snovw, . :

arm mEoc

"Truly", the goatherd said, as she lift-
ed the sleeping mother and child in her
arms, "even wolves grow kind if the Blessed
Lady wishes it. Would that all maids were
as willing."

Hastening into the village, she left
the two in the home of the priestess, who
was wise in the healing of the body as she
was in the healing of the soul; and after
that, did not delay in relating the marvel-
lous deliverance to all she met in the mar-
ket place.

Thus it was that Carminta grew up in the
village in the shadow of the peak. She was
a merry-hearted and loving child, and was
raised by her mother in the way of obedi-
ence and devotion to the Mother of All
Things. From her earliest childhood she had
a compassion and understanding for all cre-
atures vhich was remarkable even in that
more gentle age. The spirits of the snows
and the pine trees loved her for her tend-
erness and never hid themselves from her as
they did from children that had not the
spirit of quietness; and it was one of her
greatest pleasures to wateh them and play
with them, .

One sharp wvinter, when Carmintu‘hadbare-
ly reached the full stature of maidenhood,
her mother and the old priestess of the
village died, leaving her with a feeling of
emptiness, bereft of spiritual counsel., :
Conscious of Carminta's need and believing
that she would benefit from a deeper spir-
itual training than her own simple piety
could provide, the new priestess urged her
to seek out a ranya at the great Temple of
Sketaras.

On this advice, the maiden set out in
early spring for the city in the valley of
which she had barely heard in all her life;
for the village was isolated and passing
travellers very rare. She took with her a
young wolf whose life she had saved - for
sympathy had made her fearless ~ and who,

.........
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for love of her had become gentle as a dog.~— and goining control in almoat every. house-
hold. It was fortunate, concluded the maid,

The journey was a joyous one, though that Carminta had escaped notice, for lhe
hard, and the maiden and the beast delight- | would be able to leave easily. SRR
ed in each other's company. But toward its et .
end, as they began to enter the valley, the But this was far from Carminta'afintent-.
path itself seemed to throw up stomes to ion, She learned that the maids of the city
trip her, and the light reflected from way- ] were still faithful to the Blessed Lady.
gside puddles dazzled even her snow-accust~ ] The menfolk waxed not contented in their
omed eyes. Finally the falling of a mighty false rulership of the households, for no
tree at her feet persuaded Carminta creature can"be happy: that
to travel through the forest. runs against its nature,
Led by the eager wolf, she — 2 WL, and seeking contentment in
came out at last on a cliff . ~ worldly power and owner-
overlooking the city and ship, rather than”in’the
made her way down a slend- love of our Lady;. they be-
er track that none but a came ever more unsatisfied
mountain-born child could in the endless pursuit of
have discovered. In this that which is not to be
way she came to the city, found. The best of them
entering through a neglec- wished wholeheartedly ‘for
ted and rusty gate at the the old ways, and prayed
foot of the track. to the Mother in secret
that they might return,
while even the worst felt
that they had been happier
under the rule.of wise and
just priestesses than that
of a self-seeking’ ty:gnt.

Seeing a sad-faced maid
of her mother's years,
Carminta asked her the way i3
to the Temple, adding that
she was seeking a ranya on
the advice of her priestess.
To her astonishment the maid
answered, after looking all _
about her: "It is unwise to speak " found the central chamber and
so here, Come with me, and I will awvaited him there, offering-
explain why you must leave at once, by prayers that her intent would be successful.
whichever strange route you came.” o R

Making her way ‘to the
house of Ozolae, Carminta.

- The tyrant entered the room alone, and.
Thus Carminta heard of the changes that | was disconcerted to find Carminta there. He
had overcome the city in the past years. ‘'was a man past middle years whose eyes:were
O0zolae and his band of raiders had cntered | reddened and body softened by many, 3;11-1;-
the city to rule by the sword, and ome of | dulgent years after a hard youth, and'his
their first acts had been to destroy the most distinctive feature was his tighit and

interior of the sacred Temple. They had cruel mouth. But he smiled pleasantly: and
set up within it a roughly made image of asked the maiden's business. oy ;
O0zolae himself to which they offered wor- | o

ship and forced all in the city to give "I am a messenger of the Trnth," ahe an-

g swered quietly. "You above all, Ozolac,

® know that the image in the Temple is a lie,
tor you know what you are. Let us talk;

together about the Truth." TS

obeisance, slaughtering those who would
not, This was their practice also with all
who approached the gates. They had, more- ‘%
over, encouraged the menfolk of the city
to regard the gentle ways of obedience . "
in which they had been raised as en- -.,
slavement, and by this device had o
succeeded in causing disruption

‘fo "There are thono that neek the,
=2 Truth” he said, "and there are,:.-
_C'?{@.b’thou that do not. seek.because. they
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have already fonnd I am one of those, for
"I have found Truth in the sword. Nothing is
greater on earth than the sword, for it

strikes down all its adversaries. And it is
for this reason that the image in the Temp-
le is not a lie; for in this place I am the

. nightiest of .them that wield the sword."

‘"You are speaking of the here and now,
wvhich cannot hold the Truth, for the Truth
is eternal. The power of —
the sword is an illusion, [} 2% Z
which may hold sway a .
little time within a vale
of illusion such as this s, WD
world ,is, but has not the :
final victory. For vhat '.‘

.is the sword in the world & (N v
beyond, where is no pain- |[; \§ P
and no death?” X

. "You are repeating the 1
words of the priestesses ~
and ranyas, while I speak = N>
from my experience of 3 5
life,"” ansvered Ozolae. (o

. "No, the Blessed Lady =
speaks in my heart and
80 I lkmow the Truth, Let g Z=
Your heart receive Her /4 ¢
also.” !

’ L : . | - $,

* Carminta and the tyr- s L

‘ant continned to speak

together until the lamps
were 1lit in the evening
shadows. Then Ozolae, thanking Carminta for
a diverting discourse, called in the guards

‘from. the doorway and bade them keep her

captivo.

"You speak well. and persuasively,™ he
aaid to. her, "but the victory is mine, for

you.die in the flames tomorrow."” And making

a loeking reverence, he left the room,

So Carminta spent the night in prayer
and in quiet conversation with the guards,
who marvelled at her quiet courage. In ...
the morning she was taken and bound to - \:
a pillar while branches were piled {f"
around her..All the city were watch- o)A
ing, for Ozolae loved to display his ’$

poWer, and many wept as Carminta clasped
her hands in prayer,

But immediately she heard whisperings in
the air and saw all about her the spirits
beloved by her since childhood. And as oft-
en as the fire was 1it, they dashed it out
with a gust of wind or a shower of rain or
a scurry of snow. Finally Ozolae in fury’
drew his sword to kill her with a blow, but
from the midst of the '
crowd rushed out the young,
=—1| wol?, who, knocking the
3| tyrant down, stood snarl-
ing on his chest.

. At this stood forward
\J| one of the guards of the
vigil, crying "By heaven,
the elements themselves
and the wild beasts of
the mountains will not
stand by and watch this
- good maid die, Will I
then do 80?" Drawing his
4 sword, he cut Carminta's
O\ “Mf| bonds and turned to the
A\ A crowd, saying "For ten
years I have chosen a
ruler who is crueller than
the wolves and is the
2R A spawn of Hell, Now I
= choose one who is gentler
- =Y/ than the doves and is be-
) loved of Heaven." He broke
41l his sword across his knee
and knelt before Carminta
"Fealty to you, princess, is no disbonour,”

His words were as a clarion call to the
whole city. With one accord, they acclaimed
Carminta as their princess., Those of Ozolae'
followers who did not' join them were quickly
overvhelmed and taken captive, while their
fleader lay dead on the ground, his heart

=gl

turned to stone by fear.

Carminta ruled wisely and well for many
,years, in the name of She who is Ruler of
all, Under her hand, the Temple re-~

turned to its former glory and the
. city to the old ways of peace and
” devotion, Serving Themis, Moira

{@J‘sniled on them; and all things vere well.
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at is the joy and excitement that -

J 2ills the air as the winter solstice

i approaches? From whence comes the warmth and

g goodvill and the sense of tingling anticipation at this s
¥ coldeat and darkest season of the year? There is a conventional

answer connected with the Christian religion, but this is patently

false for two reasons: firstly because

‘it goes back ‘long before that religion was
invented. The midwinter celebration in Nor=-
thern Europe was merely "taken over" by the
new Christian establishment and adopted in-
to their religion. In Rome, the feasting
and celebration of the Saturnalia wvas an anci-
ent custom 2,000 years ago. Secondly, be- .
cause the phenomenon continues without the
least diminution at a time when only a very
small proportion of the population
seriously believes in Christ- g

ianity.

The roots of the exper-
ience lie far deeper, and
take us back beyond the
dawn of patriarchy; beyond
the birth of this world it-

self, to the ultimate Truth K

which lies behind the cre~
ation of the universe.

In the beginning, all
souls were at one. with God,
and existed in a state of
perfection, At the dawn of
what we call time, a port-
ion of intelligent creation
broke away from Her. Now,
since She is pure exist-
ence, the logic of this
choice is that they should
cease to exist, But God, in
Her compassion,

R Gt
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thing. Our Mother could not stop us being
in that-place-where-She~is-not, except by
destroying our will, Therefore She must
separate Herself from Herself in order

that She may be

where Shc is not.vfi,ﬁ

This is a Myatery and a paradox too '
great for our human underatanding, but: it
is shown to us in the image of the ‘Mother

fT

wanted souls to continue

in existence, that they might have the
chance to return to Her. How could She do
this? If a child runs into the road, her

mother can pick her up and carry her back;

but this is only to pick up her body. She
cannot pick up the child's soul and stop

her wantingto cross the road. 1f she could,

the child would no longer be an intelligent
creature, but a mere puppet. In the first
perfection, we had no bodies, but were all
soul; to will and to act were the same

giving birth to the Danghter Vho
is Eoraolt. . .

Thnl Nativity lies 4t
the very roots of. the man-
ifest universe. Without the
Nativity Bvent, nothing
could exist., And it is this

‘] Truth which the mysterious

rhythm of the year draws up
like a shining star within
our soul each winter; and
even when the Truth has
been lost, its, rofloction
survives in myths and leg-
ends, such as those of the
Christians.

God became Maid (or
soul) that maid might're~
turn to God. And Nativity
shows forth the birth of
the soul Who was God, :not
on earth, nor in.apace,.

nor even in time, but in the Eternal mo~
ment that lies at the root of all time.

At the eternal Easter, She descends to
the lowest depths, that creatures at every
level may be saved. At the Feast of Lights,
wve see Her stripped of the last vestige of -

Her Divinity that she may be trnly maid,

This is the true mid-point betwéen Nativity
and Easter - the gréat watershed at which
joy turns to sorrov. But if at Nativity

there is a vild

joy in living, a pleannr‘
Contd. over:
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silver becomes more beautiful than the
first princess's’ crown of gold, and the
third princess's crystal crown becomes the
loveliest of the three.

The events of the Mythosare not histor-
ical events, but happen entirely outside
the limited realm of time and space. They
happer in the Pleroma, the realm of pure
Being. Our own trile selves, which are the
fulfilment of the potential perfection
within each one of us, exist in this realm,
and ve can therefore say truly that each
of us has a personal knowledge and experi-
ence of the Mysteries which is beyond the
pover of words to express. But we are so
wrapped round and blinded by the veil of
matter that we have no direct access to
our own experience except in the rarest of
moments. The words of the Mythosare design-
ed to cut through the veil and evoke.a di-
rect vision of the sacred Events. Thus it
is ‘that contemplation of these words can
create a true understanding of the Real-

"ities of which the things of this world

are but shadows. For the source of these
words:lies far beyond the human order.

Theiltory of the three princesses, then,
is no mere historical account, nor a prettiy

" fable, but a stdory containing a fifth

dimension, an inward depth to which our

. souls, given the chance, will respond

through a direct recognition of the Truth.
This can only be a personal experience and
cannot-be reduced to words., This article
is intended only as a partial commentary

which may aid that response.
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