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THE COKINIG AGE: & Madrien review of religion, life mad
culture. Issued under the hand of the Goddese by the orier
of the Daughters of Artemis and Iux Medriene ot 3, Hill View
Rd., Oxford, in the month of Astrees, in the yeer 3709 after
the foundetion of the Tewmple of Artemis ot Ephesus end the
year 118 after the appeerence of our Ledy 2t Lourdes.

The opinions expressed in this publicetion do not neces~

serily represent the views of either of the sbove orgenls-
itions, but they do not conflict with the essentiel tgnats

of the Madrian religion.
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Mirdrianism is & religion, a philosophy and & woy sf life..."
gays one of the introduotory lecfle*s issued by Lux Madriens.
That idea is the starting point of this magezine. It is not
our purpose to argue the cese for hadrienism, or to expleir
it (a2lt1ough sonetimes, no doubt, we will end up doim; otk
those things). Thet is really the job of Lux Madriena itself.
Our job, 2s we see it, is simply thet: to see. TQ see the

world through Madrian eyes.

When one becomes ¢ Madrisn, it is not only one's religion
(or lack of it) that chenges. It is one's whole view of the

world. Nothing can ever be the scme 2gcin. We have clweys
lived in en upside-down world thet secmed somehsw off baleice
or out of key. low we begin to understand what is wrong. e
turn egein to the cncient myths ond fairy-tales and find
ourselves wondering what they were reslly like, when the
world wos right-side-up. And we wonder cbout the history of
our faith: the terrible persecutions and the heres who de-
fied them; the golden age which czme before. And then... but
t1e 1ist is endless. The scope of The Coming Age is &8 wide

ag the scope of the coming &ge itself.

OQur job, then, is t> look at £ll the things around us,
and to see them snew in the brillient light of the Kedrian
fsith. To present, quite liter=1lly, & Medrien review of

religion, life and culture.
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Corresypondence of the sacred and
until the end of the year:

Astraez ( Tiov 28 - Dec 25 )
Hestia ( Dec 26 - Jan 22 )
Brighde ( Jan 23 - Feb 19 )
oura ( Feb 19 - Mar 19 )

profane calendars
1

Lhe last embers of the Samhein fires have died behind us
trd we rove into Astraea (always anoying to we bad methenat-
icizus, as the sacred and profane ronths bezin to niove out of
phace agein after the slmost excct correspondence of Sanhrcin
Ald lioverber). The air is filled with thoughts of the dark
solstice and the bright lativity of our TLedy. Nativity falls

late this year on the 11th of Hestia, and the Advent begins
on the frll moon of 9th Astaen

TEDS STAR-FARY

Tegenc hag it thet throughout the period of the Advent, the
sylphs ox air zlementsals travel about the esrth spreading the

peece arc joy of our Lady's coming Nativity. The chief anong
Sher wes alweys depicted as carrying a symbolic representation
cf the Ster of the Netivity, and is ecclled the Star-Sylph or
Ster-Feiry. Sore later traditions say that she and her follow-

era become seni-visible on the night before Nativity-davn, and
fiy in end out of eve y house ¢

nd dwelling-place, creating
presents out of the a.r for all who have deserved then throuzh
the yezr. Sone people have doubts sbout this lest point, but
the most sensible section of ¢

ae comnunity has always believed
it = thet is, the children!

DECGALTIONS

All kinds of decorations, of course, are used for Nativity,
ut by tradition cistletoe, ivy, holly and fir =re indispens-
ible. The idea of a decorsted fir-tree presided over by the
Stur-lairy dates bazck to & tine before the existence of eny non-
dedrian cults which e

y have borrowed it. Perfumed cendles and
coloured candles, particularly red

» green aznd purple, are very
I D‘pul ar.




THE 0. Q00 QO 0, H H o000, . 00 ot AR
gg gu {}ﬁ ; 0 ggg” gnn gng ﬂuﬂE a8

undergt A G
the MaReLir SeNtE &y °0d in the light or = N

0

M?dert pgychology has been z mixed blessing. Insofar e
has increascd awareness of levels of mind beyond normal i: 1ﬁj:.' g
conselousness, 1t has done humanity a great service hut'i:*#f' g
far ag it has tried %o explaily these in purely mﬂta;ial & .Eq T'QJIJ
1t hes attemptec to deprive hurianity of even suech Elimpaagtﬁg; e
yord the 'natural' as ninteenth-century scientiesn allowed,.

One truly significant zppeci of the prychosnslytic methoc
however, nas been its recognition of the irportance of myth.t
Cven Freud, the mcat materialictic of peychoanalyats, venliced
that in order to express the cLotive and psychic quality of &'

gychological situalion as well 28 merely deséribing it intel-
Lectuzlly, one must harness the archetypel depth of myth to |
one's purposes. He did not reslise, though, that the psycho-
logical level of myth is inexiricably conneclted with far deep— I
er spiritual leveds of meaning, and thet one canzot use one |
without uncomnsciously bringing in the others.

It is because of this archetypal depth that the idea of the
vedipus complex has had such a profound effect on modern
thougzht ~ despite the fact that in most of its details It ig
incorrect.

Baldly stated, the idez of the Uedipus complex is that
nearly every man has within him the repressed and therefore
unconscious. desire to kill his father and merry his mother,
The~ syidence upon which Freud cape to this conclusion was
srorrect: but Freudisn theory is founded upon & thoroughly wat-
opialistic world-view - the belief that humen beings have 1o
souls, but are rerely 'meked apes'. This geve rise to two
udices whieh distorted the interprstation of the evidence:
4#e cannot have had any existence :

nd thevefore a2ll feelirgs held freoc
dhood experierices (or even

preg
1/ The prejudice that
revious to this life - & :
En ecrly ase must originate in chil
rwomb-experiences®)
no higher or spiritual im-

. iudi have
2/ The prejudice that we +ion can eventually be re=

pulses = and therefore all motiva




duced to animal instinets - hunger, aggression, sex, etc.

' iected with the
| us story is, in its origins, connec
Earizﬂsgzgtg of thﬁrput;iaruhal revolution*, On the surface

level, it is & chronicle of an attempt to overthrow Madrian-
Matriarchel society and religion and the tragic consequences
which followed. But as the overthrow became coumplete, the

story took the form of a paradigm of the ?eelings ef thg
Geeép unconscious of every person = a lnnglng to return FP
the Goddess, and a bitter resentment against the cruel and

arrogant 'fether' god of wrath and the repressive social
order set up by his followers.

When one realises the tremendous emotional power of past
and present hadrian devotion, and the tender and delicote
relationship which is built up between the aspiring soul and
her Goddess, it is easy to understand the depth and bitter-
ness ol the psychological traumas when she feels herself
rudely thrust aside by a coarse and violent-tempered 'god!

claimirg first to own and possess the Goddess, and then
denying Her existence altogether.

Under the influence of the first of his twe prejudices,
rreud, who saw every fairy-tale queen and king as types of
cother end father, of course interpreted Jocasta and Laius
in the same way,

Under the

influence of his second Prejudice, the only
motivetion he could come up with for the whole t

hing was hig
good old standby sex. And because Oof the emphasis on sexu=al
= and purely heterosexual - motivetion, he could not con-
clude that women could slso have 'Qedipal! feelings. He there-
fore invented for women the 'Elektra complex', a pitiful
afterthought which has Rade no real contribution to the under-
standing of Psychology (the Oedipus complex has become
household word becaouse it ex
ipsti ctively felt to contei

People have even heard of

e

pressed something which people
n a great truth - how many

the 'Elektre complex'?), |
| The fact is, however, that
B Lot orly applies to both sexes,

tae wholo to women, because
developed.
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the so-calleq Cedipus complex

but applies mere strongly on
they tend to be more Spirituelly

i
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The sexual aspect of Freud's theo &
version of the Cedipus myth itgelf aig'buzﬂ :;FI::IP::r:qrch;1.
splrituel immaturity of masculist culture. The primar ﬂ;:
cowiunion is the union of the fenecle soul with f&malnyﬁeit o
not beccuse ell Her worshippers are fenale but beecoug thy &
soul itsell is femcle, The metriarchel celés taught th:t e
decth the soul took an 'engel' foru, snd thst £ll 'angel ?puu
were femole. The patrinrchel Greeks and even the anihga 1
gpoke of their souls s 'ghe!', Cnly Christisn dogma endaﬂﬂthil
with its unsophisticated doetrine of bodily resurrection f .
death. (inecredibly, this doctrine is still officially halg Eer
all the mejor Christicn denouinstions to this day!) ¥

Theg Freudien version of the Cedipus cocplex has two extrene-
ly harzful effects. lorally, its effect is 2zt one with that o1
puriten patriarchaelism - it both erushes =nd innures; maxing
people feel 'sinful' because of the wicked thoughts which they
are unconsciously hcrbouring, zné rncking then feel that Binﬂﬁ
they have vwilcled idees which they can't control, they zren't
really moraslly responsible enyway.

Its second effect is to help to establish repression &s &
condition of life. Cne's rost bacsic desire ist to kill sne
perent end merry the othe . One cannot possibly do that, there=~
fore one's rost basic desirc must be repressed. Emotionil life
is to be founded upon frustrction from the ceginning.

Cnce we have understood tae rezl nature of tae desire, we
see also that 1t con and wust be fulfilled. Ve must overtarow
the cale 'god' and ¢ll the meterialisms end puritanisms thet
follow in his trein. We nust return to the love 2f our Lady,
the one true Deity.

¥See Robert Graves, The Greek iyths, Pemguin, vol II PP. 9-15

Eiriam Dalziel
- #* * *
"lMore end nore, archaeology is proving that there was indesd &
gulgen age - a gymocratic age that endured for unfold millepnia,
vp past the dawn of written historjy... wen wes pacific, Deitcy
wes feminine, and women was suprene. Peace and justice prevail-

ed under an all=-merciful Goddess."
Eliz=beth Gould Davis




THEE SYMBOLISM OF THE DI‘JPE NAMES

a subjeet for contemplation

There are two unpronounceable 'names of power' by which

Deity is represented, end each of them has a special :f::igiif-
icance in liadrian rituals. The first, IHV, calls on the

pover of the great Nother in all rites wihich are not Sacra-

ments (such es Secrifice, or Purification). The secuz}d, HVH,
represents the Daughter, or the Divine principle as it op-

erates in patter. It is through this principle that the
oneration of a Sacrament is effective.

Each of these is & trigrammeton - based on the splritual
uunoer tlree. When petriarchy suppressed true Religion, it
coabinecd these nemes into
Jehovah),

Fel

(=

tetragrammaton: IHVH (Yahweh or
based on the meterial number four.

This was a deep
EJuoolic representztion of the essential materialism of
patriarclal religion.

Iot "E Vo (IHV), is the primordial Name of Deity (the
eancient fumerians used the pronunciation Ishu). The symbol-
ieni of tle letters

LEPpresents in order the three Fersons of
the Irinity -

Iot is alweys the first
urge, thus in its post

Lark Motaer - Absolu

2efore time and beyond space,
irom Wlonm all manifestation Proceeds,
‘breatling' sf tn

'E, the aspirate or
€ ancient Greecks reépresents the breath or
Spirit of Deity (in both Creek and Hebrew the word for
Pirit is the sSane :

Principle ox prinal

sublime senge it 1s the unlmowable
te Deity,

Prieuna in Greek, Ruach in
e Silver Ster aoove the dark waters of the un-
knowable; the great other and Ureator of the universe.
gﬁ_iﬂ tae letter o

f deat] £
L‘.Ehti;r, Yho 3 AN

S sucih it represents the
atter and accepted death
fallen crestur

ik Chaveh or Bye of the

o Was also the ¢ of the
Madrizn Ecstaticsg, leter p 2
iene Cravye,

e i Teserved by the
: ans 'lother of 2131
~ Goddese; put efter the patriarec

Hebrew
Pre-Hellenice

Bacchentes. The
Iiving', a title of the
hal editing of the Genesis




story, the meaning was re-interpreted as simply the ancestress
af all people.

The letters sywbolise the Daughter's beginningin pure Spirit
Her descent into matter and death, and Her resurrection to ’
Spirit agein. In the late liddle Ages it was populer to speck
of the Parabola, which was really a U or V shape with the word
Eva &t the beginning and Ave at the end. This represented hum-
anity's beginning in Paradisec with Eve, its fall and ita rice
cgain with Mary - Ave Maria! Of course, it was rether a bad
parcbole, becazuse only the two top points were represented,

«nd not the lower curve. But it is a fine exemple of how the 3
superconscious mind cen intuit Truth even when the evideace 1s
wrong. If only they had lmown, thne full Parabola is to be

found in the letters of the nemic itself - 'E Vo 'E - juse as

its shepe is represcnted by the centrel letter, the letter

which also represents our Ledy Herselfl.

Sister Juli=z
oo00Q00000

HERAS OF TEE FAITH«eoos oo

A hérs has been defined as one who has realised the full
potentialities of her true self so far as that is possible tc
one in incarnate existence. Heras were honoured in the most
cencient times = the masculinized concept 'hero! was a2 much
leter idea. Because they had achieved so much of their divizue
purpose, they were seid to have risen quite above the mater-
im]l after death, end to exist on a higher plane, sometines
helping those still in the cycles of incarmation. Shrines anc
temples were sometlmes named for them, end they were the tut-
elary spirits of the places (some suthorities hold thet tac
word 'hera' originelly meent iprotectress’).

In this occesional series, we will prini some of the frad-
itiongl hera-stories. The story >f H. Pellegrina has circu-
lated among the ITuscan witcines, end those who worship the
Goddess uvnder the name of Diana, for many centuries. There
are nany versions, ana ﬁhis is one of the finest.

e
"Portunate they/ Who, though once only and thean but far awcy,
Have heard Her messive sandel set on stone."

Edna St. Vincent iillay
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| THE STORY OF
HERA

PELLEGRINA
AND THE HOUSE OF IHE WIND
d * % 4 * o %W

-
-

M"any years ago, when the feir laond of Itelia ley under the
hana of priests of & felse god, who, being more confident
of tiieir worldly power, were yet more barbarous in their
weys then now they ere - in that tirme, be it said, there

lived a maid who surpassed all the children of her village
ia becuty of body and soul.

- TN T———— ..

. Now the mother of this meid had it in mind thot she
should become & nun - which is to soy o votery, not con-

seerited by saored rites to our desr Ledy, but bound to
the servitude of the felse god.

Thie mcid hed recd but 1little, and the books of thet
tine ¢.¢11*F::inaﬂ nothing but the frlsehcods of the priests;
tut ¢ guiltless he.rt is alweys the surest guide, and in
fer he:rt she lmew thet whet her wother wanted was not
g00d. But when she szid this, her rother replied: "If you
#ll net becomwe ¢ nun, you must rarry the wan I choose.”
"Oh, no," replied the fald, "for I must fing my way,
a;:;thc.ntl Ehalihhﬁ loyal end obedient. But first T must

“C< ¥ vrue path." At this, her mot] W B 3
< ey 3 mother flew at her and

ne weid spoke brevely throush he 2
_ 5 2 § : r tears
21d said: "If you trest me g0 il], :.Ir Eh:'- : |

e 11l flee to the
1‘;&;3&1‘:‘3, Shna awell emong By sisters, the becssts of the
ADG

“Lr mother beccue fiip
; I method; for she lmewy
acr visdonm gnd pover o

arotiac atencd, anc decided to try
: of en o0ld worien noted for
3 Persucsion, "Phis mrid" she
thowus: n » TLOLE wodi she
;,:? i-_jtahzill- 'i.:_!E able to ehenge the heart of my dzughter.”
2ut of he iﬁm SOF her to becore the governess and attend~
T aught&r. cnd the women , hEiIlg poor, agreed.
n : !
fn.:zz dzughter ong the governess veceme the firmest
Tomters. tho I;ithﬂr S poke of the nunnery even once.
k] ?E'm&EE tﬂu ¥ L -
_:_LtB crectures which Az gat her to love the forest ond

for her en easy lesson; she taught

o’
- il e
-
v o
T
!

b
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her the names and the uses of the herbs, and how to heal iﬁEEQFfoF;
i1ls of both body end soul, and a hundred other arts that g R
seenl sheer miracle to the uninitiated. And all this time, P o

the mother grew more impatient. BRI D

Now it happened thet the maid was in the habit of lying
awake ot night to listen to the song of the nightingeles
end &t these times, she had often heard her gn?ernaﬂﬂ'inﬁﬁha
next room arise and go out on to the great beslcony. And one
nizht she decided to follow her. When she arrived, she saw
the older women kneeling benecth the greet midsunmer moonm,
spealidng words in & low voiee that she hed not heard before.
And she wes filled with & feeling of wonder, though she lmew
not why, and could not move from the spot.

Thus, when the governess had finished her proyers, she
turned cround and saw the maid. She wos not angry, but said
sinply "So, you arec here. I have ezpected you. I imew that
our Lady would bring you when you werc ready."

"Lean you Marie?" asked the child.

nShe is eclled by meny nemes, cnd thef is one of them. Put ﬁ
those who erll Her by it lomiow Her least.”

A thrill passed through the soul of the girl, for she rec.-
iged thet her true path lay beforc her. With trembling veice,
she asked: "And who, then, know Her most?”

"] could tell you much," said the older wouan, "but thase
sre_wiclked times, snd you would be in constznt danger of a
eruel death.™

"Tor Her seke I shzll fear nothing."” seid the girl.

The older woman made the pentacle upon herself in thenks.
"I hed hope you would spezk thus." she said, "T have taught
you all the arts of a priestess in this land, excepting tho
most iiportsnt of them all - the art of loving the Goddess.
Whet I have slready teught you, no priest would believe, for
though tney prate endlessly of their gods and their devils,
they heve no true belief in anything beyond the muﬁerial.;ﬂﬂk
now you must work £s you have not workesd before; for my timu:3_hﬂﬁ'
on this earth grows short, znd there must be one to tate my B




.

pl=ce.

Tr the weeks that followed, the moid lecrnt truths .thﬂt
“wd teen movm since the down of time - the thh Df'tam
soddess. And she beccme comsecrated to0 Hor &s Her priestess,
But her rother beccne geized with impaticnce, and ex-
velled the old woman frou the house, and locked her daughter
in = tower roonm with no where to sleep save tnc barc stone
loor, znd neither food nor drinlk. "There shzll you stay",

she cried, "until you are recdy toe become o nun.”

Bt the young priestess soid to herself "Here 1 shall
heve silence ond tine to fost and prey, and when I cm ready,
@y Izdy shell relecse me." And for threc dcys she prayed
without cecsing. And on the third night, her mother caume to
torcte her énd left, forgetting ir her rcge to log; the door.
and the girl left the house in the hour before the down.

bnd donning ¢ pilgrim's robe, she trcvelled sbout the
gountr , preéching end tecching the religion of the one
Goddess.

The people fdored her and were converted in their hun-
dreds, and they celled her la bella pellegrinn -~ the beauti-
Tul pilgrim. And meny trevelled wmiles thot they

might fall
on freir mecs snd worship her, but she would sc-

» M+
ST llot 1,
hut Bhe who is greater; not mctter, but spirit; not mortal-
137, but Lifc eternzl."

Sttt at last her mother found her cnd had her crrcsted and
eskec in on evil temper whether she would become = nun, and
8be 1epliec "That cznnot be, for I belong to the one true
boldcess, and I heve died to the world and =211 its frlse gods,
ead go too will you, it you heve wisdom to krnow Truth when
Jou reve heerd it." But the mother gove her up to the priests

¥¢ put her to torture ang death ag t!
net :gree

Ay
=

. ¢y d4id to all who would
with ther or who left thedp religion.

Ire peorle were seized with pity and enger and vould have
Alorzed

the house where ghe wes held, but it wes guarded
by neny soldiers, end she wes wetched night end d

=T i But
L-l‘:l L]
they prayed, zs shec hod teught thew, and she preyed £lsd,




end on the morning of the deoy that she wes to be torturcd ang
killed, a great wind crose in the hezvens, a wind such 2 had
not been scen before, and it overthrew the house so thntﬂnut
one stone was left standing upon cnother, cnd all were throm
into terror cnd confusion. But H, Pellegrinc walked awey mtﬁ
colm dignity, and weeg taken by her people into the f{:;rﬂ'stga
and never agein did the profane lay hands on her, but shc j
lived to & great age teaching the Truth of the Goddess and
gulding the faithful both in body end in soul.

4

But ill luck followed all who tried to rebuild the grect
house that hod been destroyed, snd in the end the priests
grudgingly gave it over to the people as common lzand, and on r
it the offeirs of all who loved the Goddess prospered 23
though o chorn were upon thei. And this land wes ever cailled
La _Cacza al Vento — The House ol the Wind.

=

THE COkING SEASON (2)

linor Testivels
Athene's Day, Tth Astraea - too esrly for this issue!

Day of Hestia, 6th Hestia - Hestia is the Genia of the home-
fire, and it is traditional on this dey to bless the nouse i
making the Pentacle in the four corners of each room. Ivy is
nung on the outer doors to protect the house ageinst evil
through the yeer. Onec should bcke onc's own brezd on this day,
however one acquires it the rest of the year. haodrians visit
the houses of other Lesdricns, bDringing their blessings, and
they should be offered bread newly bzked¢ in the house end ale
or wine mede in the house (or &t least mulled in it). Heatia
is also the Cenia of the true houe-fire thet burns deep with
in ezch soul, and we remember the saying of the wendering
Anezons: "Home is where I light ny fire and lay oy great oxe

down".

Duodecime, 22nd Hestis - Properly, Netivity should be celab-
rated for 12 days, & popular custom cerricd on with vorious
excuses by petriarchel religions. Hopefully we shell soon ses
e time when this cen be resumed. Meanwhile this twelfth day

L=

provides the occasion for & final ecelebration. (Contdease=

- R
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RESS... WORK I PROGRESS... WORK Ili PROGRESS... WORK IN FROG

AYTHS - An inportant part of recovering Madrian culture is
pyth. fowe Kadrians are working oy reconstructions of the
o1igingl patriarchal forms of traditional myths, and in por-
ticulax, considerable progress has been made with the 'Orest-
iad'. 1t is inportant to recover rot only the forms of the
prtns, but also the dying art of story-telling. The pre-digest-
eé. procucts of the modern media are valued for superficial
cleverress anc originality rather than for deeper significance.
T-ecge ryths, on the other hand, mist become living stories
witiin a living tradition by being told and retold, polished
auu entellished., Particularly apt for this task will be those
Ardriers who heve undertaken the quperiuent of cutting theu-
gelves off from the influence of the profene media to &

greater or lesser extent. Anyone interested in either mytho-
prephy or story-telling should contact Chrysothemis c¢/o TCA.

MUSIC - We would be pleased to hear from anyone who can play

es.d/or conpose. iusic is an importent part »f religious de-

votion, and we would love to have “some simple settings of
texts, ritusls, etc.

MOKEY - Iux kadriana operates nulély on voluntary donations
ent on the voluntaery work of members of the Daughters of
Artenis, many of whom live near subsistence level in order -
to devote full time to non-commercial religious work, They
Fave no couplaints zbout this, but of course it reans that
buty are uneble to subsidize the financial needs of the or-
genisation themselves. We believe-that there are literally
millione of people in this count who are longing to return
vo the (oddess without understending what it is that they
went. A 1little more money could make us much more effective
in reacking these people and in hﬁilding our Lady's temﬁ1g

©d this earth. Will you help our ¥ady to recover Her lost
childrer? Even tne smallest donation is of help.

CAIDS AND CALEKDAR - friends associated with Lux Ladrians ape
Dlanning to produce greetings caerds for ma

nirz a2t Laster, we are zlso cnnaiﬁaring

Jor festivals begin-
cor for the new year.

an illustrated calen~

If interested, please contact
L_ the time. T 4 act us nearer

e i e

o LR Y
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CRAFTS - we would be interested to hear from 0 -

be able to make pendants and jewellery for ri:ﬁiln:n:h:;:::ft
ative purposes, based on kadrian motifs, such as the labrys
Symphia, rose-and-pentacle, etc. Alse devotional atatuattin'
kadrian rosaries and other craft-work based on Ladrian thﬂn;.
This includes the craft of verse - we would be pleaged to
hear from kadrian poets.

I CHING - Worlk is being done on the reconstruction of the
original kadrian basis of the I Ching and its underlying
principles.

PRAYER - We would ask everyone to pray that more souls may
hear the call of our Lady, and that more hearts may be opened
to receive Her. We ask you to pray that Her Ekkleslia may grow
gtronger upon the earth and that more maids may be called to
become Her priestesses. Our Lady's work in this world re-
quires your prayers as much as your material help.

PUBLICITY - Remember that most people still have not heard
about our lady and cannot turn to Her even if they wint to.
We must all play our part in changing this situation. Please
use your ingenuity over the coming season.

If you have'any project of interest to liadrians waich Tou
would like to appear in the next Work In Progress, please
write to us.

GRESS... WORK IIi PROGRESS... WORK Il PROGRESS... WORK I i%

THE COMIIG SEASON: Duodecima, contd.)
It is & high-spirited festival, and various games and

tricks are played. Traditionally a cake is baked with a beaa
cooked into it. It is divided among all maids present, and

the one who finds the bean in her portion becomes 'queen of
the bean'. She-is mistress of the revels until midnight, and

her word is law until the stroke of twelve.
1st lkioura - It is not necessary to attend sacrifice or Com-

punion on this day, although people often do. But if there
is a priestess'in the area, one should make confession and

receive purification for the period of Noura. :
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! : -ruled, Goddess=-worshipping soc=-
As the evidence that female-ruled, . _ ¢
ieties were once the universal form of human civ111§atlun be
comes hercer and harder to dispute, new ways are being sought

oy defenders of the status quo to throw doubt on the import-
arce of these societies.

The first line of attaclk was to say "But these were very
primitive societies; people had only just come out of the
urees 5,000 years ago". But this is crumbling under the
Welght of evidence. Seals 7,000 years old show facts about
or> solar system which astronomers have only re-discovered
ovexr the last 40 years. 10,000 years ago, women navigated the

world, malling maps so accurate that only recently, with mod-
er. equipuent have people discovered how accurate they were,
According to philologists, their language, far from being a
series of squeaks anad grunts, was so much more conplex and

sopnisiiceted than our own that it is doubtful whet}

Ner many
modern mi@&s gould learn it.

50 another line is taken - the only reason women control-
lec society, and the only reason the Goddess was worshipped, -~
we3 that people did not understand the male role in prﬂc}eat-
son. They wrongly thought that women were the s0le creators
o1 ife. In a sex-obsessed world like our own, brought up on
the Freudian dogra that lust makes the world go round, this
non-sequitur hes gained a good deal of credit. It has even
becn echoed by some Wrlters wno really ougat to lmow better
Stca as Jane Harrison. Jill Twee :
Suardizr in Hera of thie year:

die does it again in the
| Writing of Madrian—matriarchy,
she says, "Thoug: you cain POWET through an error (the mis
vnésrsiending about the father's Part ia reproduction)....
¥you can hang on for s very long time in the face of the most
demiing facts. Petriarchal gods know all sbout this top."

Zou vet they do! Por tie onl Brirer in t} i '
based or a patriarchsl myth. Ityis VEry uhlzie?;u%;aghtig 23—
Vehceccivilisations of the metriarchies denieq biological
fatiherhood. AY]l that they denied was that g £
lutely necessary -

ather is abgo-
and thet for a vVery simple resson. He isn't,




Modern biclogy tells us that the primary function of the
male sperm 1s to trigger off the initial growth in the fe-
male nvum. Sut in rare ceses this can be triggered withuﬁt :
a sperm, and in even rarer cases the growth ecan unntinuﬁ ﬁnﬁ
result in childbirth. In 1955, Dr Helen Spurway of Universit
College Londoin estimated that virgin birth (parthsnnganﬂaiﬂ}x
occured once in every 1.6 million préegnancies, but more re=
cent research sug ests that the frequency is probably much
greater, and parthenogenesis is now thought to take place ag

frequently as ordinary (sororezl) twins, or twice as frequeai-
ly as ldentiecal twins.

Why aren't people more avare of it? Firstly bectuse women
having relations with wen would have no cause %o suspect that
they had not concelved by the normel means. Secondly beeczuse
ag Leurel Galana tersely put it, to declare you've cnnneived’
without rale assistance has alweys been one of the surest
ways to get yourself put in the looney bin. This is one of
the central myths of patriarchal society, and it is very hard
to shalle 'even in the face of the mogt damning facts'.

Apart from these accidental occurrences, there may very
well be ways of deliberately bringing about parthenogenesis
in people. It has long been an easy matter to produce parth-
enogenesis in female froges and sea urchins, and recent ex-
periments with rabbifts prove that it is also possible in mam-
mals,., In principle, there is neo reason why similar techaicues
might not be developed for people. It seems quite probadle
that the matriarchies, with their nigh-level Imowledge Jf
natural medicine, may have had such techniqgues.

Now it is unlikely that matriarchy was dependcat on the
jdea of parthenogenesis. It is certain that ladrianism vas
not and is not. But patriarchal scciety and religion apaear
to have a strong psychological dependence on the myth of the
abgsolute necescity of the father.

The Orestiad, in its patriarchalisec form, is one of toe
earliest works of patriarchal self-justification. A young
man has ¥illed his mother. Fe is pursued by avenging female
spirits called the Puries, and finally the affair is setbled
by = court of the new patriarchal 'gods'.




vyiously the killing of the mother represents the over-
row of matrierchy and the turning away frou the Goddess.
_The furies represent the guilty conscience of the patriarch-
21 regpime. Their threefold female form is a blasphemous
" perody of the Divine Trinity, Whom the junta hates and fears.
.~ @he court is held to try to convince themselves, despite
-4~£$u&r-innam feelings, that they are really right. The nat-
| ure of Orestes's successful defence is quite remarkable: it
| ﬁmm that fethers are the only true parents, and there-
| fore hie has no blood relationship with his mother, and was
Justified iz illing her. This theory is expounded at length
by thc male gods, but since, in their heart of hearts,
people were unable to accept their authority, a goddess had
to be brought forward. Athene enters the story, claiming
that sue hed no mother, but sprang, fully grown from the
nead of Zeus (parthenogenesis in reverse!). On this ground
gae supjorts patriarchal society and religion. Here isg the'
patrierchal theory of biology as stated by Apolle in his
evidence at the trial: "The mother is not perent of the
enild/ Wnich is called hers. She is the nurse wno tends the
growth/0f the young seed planted by its true parent, th
male." Ind this amazing superstition was accepted b’ }ai i
archal civilisation right up until the discovery athLe §1z
gale-uwwm.in the ninteenth century. As recently as the E
iﬂ&ﬁg@fﬁ century, it was believed possible ta creatﬁha igv-
ing being from sperm kept for nine months in = warm d <G
place and fed on menstrual bloodtl .
1 o not sugpest for & moment
baeis of patriarehel
nity' school

that this is the whole
ougis of matri

society and religion, as the 'pater-

T ry of procreation to make :

cﬁT}?ﬁ.__ s mgﬁ Eﬂﬂi&linrﬁer. It is & suul—destrﬂying ang

iy ﬂ‘*ﬁﬁxg “1z;h-mﬂtﬂrlﬂliﬂm which seeks to reduce the

i inc :,_ﬂﬁh vements of the human spirit to these mund
‘ane tcchnicelities. in attit ol

e ude all too commen in Tate
_ But let us get the facts straish

Attt 22 : SA%t. It was not matpi-
which were bolstered by errors aviut

I SR

—




the 'facts »f life' and downright falsehoods. It was patri-

archal society and religion. It was not the discovery of the
truth which was used to help destroy the universal relizion

of our Lady. It wes the suppression of the truth.

'"Oreithyiat
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THE COLING SEASON (3)

Med-Moura, 14th Moura - The sacrifices of Moura are susisended
for this day, and like Moura-eve it ig a day for games and
god food. An important custom on this day is the givinz of

emall gifts to spiritusl heads of households, spiritual moth-
ers and natural mothers.

MAJOR FESTIVALS

The feast of Lights, 10th Brighde - This feast commemorates
our Lady's promise to bring Her light to every part of fallen
creation, and Her acceptance of Her coming death. White is
worn at Sacrifice or Communion, and the place is lighted with
many candles. The candles are also blessed that are to be used
throughout the coming year. It is a feast day.Bsfore midnight
on the Bve Of Lights, all Nativity decorations and evargreers
should be taken down. It is considered unlucky for even one
leaf to remain (all representations of the Star should, of
course, have been removed before midnight on Duodecima). They
may be replaced by Box in honour of the Feast of Lights.

Moura-eve, 28th Brighde - This is the feast day before the
sacrifices 2f lioura. During Moura we prepare for our Lady's
death with fasting and self-denial. But the Eve of loura is a
time for good food and high energy. Traditionally it is o6el-
ebrated by skipping, foot-races and all wvarieties uf energet-
ic pursuits. The custom of making pancakes cocn Moura-eve goes
back to a traditional story of how the liadrian Celts in Albion
defeated patriarchal invaders by matching their brute strength

With intelligence and cunning. Unfortunately, space prohibits
telling the full story here.

"liy Lady is beautiful, beautiful beyond compare; so beatiful
that when one has seen Her once, one would wish o diﬁﬂzg eg
to see Her again; so beautiful that whaﬁ one ha:aggznsﬁuhirnua
one can no longer love anything earthly Berna ous
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. ] briefly all the im-

It inall intention to discuss .
i:?:iitu;igiian*iyﬁiﬂls. But & symbol, hy.its very nature, is
ﬁighly complex and stimulates a great variety of ideas and

grnticns - and I soon became entangled. So I decided on a

seriesr - to begin with a discussion of soume of the meanings
clnstering around 'the symbol of Venus'.

THE SYRBOL OF VENUS

This symbol, the circle surmounting the.aquiarmeﬁ cross,
ig one of the oldest lknown fto us and is still, of course, in
reguler use in astrology as the sign for Venus and in bl?lagy
£8 26 sign of the female. In astrology, the planetery signs
216 compcsec of taree symbols: the circle,

the crescent and
L1e croes, associated respectively with Divine Spirit, human

8pirit end matter. Speculation can begin from this basisg,

Clearly the first idea derived from the symbol is thd of
the complete domination of Deity over the world of

matter -
tae highest state of existence and goal of every

human soul.
In another sense, the gymool stands for

the Goddess as
kother end Creatrix. The cirele - equivalent to the full

woon ~ signifies completion, fulness, life and light, and is
thius zppropriate to the Mother, Who is the breath or manif-
estation of the ebsolutely Divine. The equiarmed cross can
Bugseet universality - again associsted with the liother -

22. alsy metter in itg nighest form, as Her divine creation.
Toe symbol as a whole thus represents the state existing be-
fore ihe turning of part of crestion from the Creatrix -

tact etote of complete communion to which we aspire to return.
It is difficult for us to recogniz

€ the reality »f ierfection
end +¢ tici 3 4 i
cipated in Perfection and
« Easler by far is it to i

lieve to believe that we
ascending from pur first beginnings,
thet the human soul and humsn Ssociety have evolveq and sre
OWn momentum towe

rds perfection. The recog=-
: involvement in Perfection theaches us that
the journey of the soul is a

personal one and detcurmined by
Only then can we make oyr choices freely.

~ 2ur choices.

8

T . i




The symbol thus represents the true hope of the humaa soul
the certainty of personal union with our Blessed Lady. Jor
what has existed beyond time and space exists forever - gep=
aration from the Goddess is only on the material plane, which

will exist only es long as it takes for every soul to t=an-
scend it into that perfect union beyond.

The circle over the cross also symbolizes the Goddess as
liaid - Princess of the World and Queen of Heaven. The moon is
the particular symbol of the Daughter, and its invisibla con-
trol over nature is a shadow of Her sovereignty over us al..
This idea is beautifully expressed in the words of the nrayers
"Your hand governs the tides of the sea and Your glance com-
mends the tempcst. At the sound of Your wvoice the =tars move

in the course that you have ggpcinted to them, and each seas-
on reigns over the earth in its turn."™ The equiarmed cross re-

presents the death of our Lady in the descent into the mater-
izl and the spreading >f Divine manifestation in all four
directions of fallen creation which was achieved by that dezath.
The complete symbol celebrates Her resurrection and return fo
full majesty.

This symbol, which has such a deep meaning when applied to
spirit or Deity, has for aeons bcen used to represent the fe-
mele principle. The female principle is the ftriumph of spirit
over matter, and it is this princi-le which we must develop in
purselves and in the community. Ifs opposite, the male primc-
iple, is represented by the sign of Mars - the equiarmed eroass
(now transformed into an srrow) above the cirele. This is sifp-
nificant of the triumph of mattier over spirit. A complef: dom-
ination would be impossible, but there is a partial one, so tae
cross is set at an angle. It is this that we see when tha male
prineiple is highly developed: an increasing acceleration to-
werds materialism and atheism; the tendency to objectivize, to
impersonalize the world; the valuing of abstracts such a3 tue
state, society, the '"people', and universalistic systems; the
worshipping of physical strength, size, violence and a tech-
nologically oriented science. The other main masculine symbol
2lso represents matter in its lowest aspect, its spiritual
dimension eliminated. This is the Tau (T) in which the upoer
portion of the cross is missing, and the lower portion ex-
tended. The Latin or Christian cross with its jong lower arm




also reflects this symbolism. Both of these are regard:d as
AR : iarmed cross to an
ks o) : th. The changing of the equ

R ian myth a god of war) is
arrow in the sign of Mars (in Roman yth ; | 3
him:f.j: thz upir portion again is missing, the ]l.nws:,r por
.'il;iﬁn extended, end the arms engled dovm ards. It is lTltEI‘—‘
ﬁating_tn remember the contrast between Crete and her patri-
Erﬂhﬁl'néighhﬂurs on the subject of wviolence and war* and

the complete lack of evidence for violent death or warfare
in tre excavations of Madrian-metriarchal Catal Huyuk

g
|

There is & great need for the 'feminization! uf ind%vj
iduels end society; the male principle must be reaectc% in
voth. It must also be recognized that this - s not a reject-
ion cf strencgth, energy, intelligence, capavility - all
those things which have been falsely identified exclusively
with tie male principle in a mesculist socl.ety. On the con-
trary, in identifying these quelities with
eiple we see them in thermosgt pesitive
Cistorted into brutality,
ism and S0 on, which sre t
mesculist structure.
of Venus a symbol

s
""m.. - T
—— T —
e T

the female prin-
aspects, and not
aggression, barrin intellectual-

ypical manifestations of the
We must all work to

of the coming

make the symbol
spiritual era.

Chrysothemig
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THE THIRTEEN LONTHS

==L LBN WONTHS

Columbina is the firat,

Ine gentle Dove

i And 81l the ep
|

reborn from death,
Her newly

rth is wakeneg by
~Quickeneq bresth,

| lieia is the second,
l The year grows
E And our dear

Of Heaven en

quickly from
Lady vweers
d of earih.

its birth,
the crown




Then glorious Rosea,

First daughter of the Summer sun,
The season of the Fiery Hose

In "hom all life is one.

Bright-garlanded Kerea,
Sweet prime of all the laughing year!

Your languid deys and fragrant nights
Have always welcome here.

In Hesperis, the golden month,

The lingering end of Summer's reign,

Sweet scents climb up through shimmering hezst
Among the ripening grain.

The rich abundance of the earth
Bursts forth in Mala's fruitfulness -
The bounteous gifts of Life Divine

To nourish and to bless.

Brisk and crisp and smoky-scented
Are russet Hathor's misty days;

A time of nuts and cyder-brew

And breath a2 chill white haze.

Samhain begins with blazing fires
For sister souls who have gone forth

And ends as icy Winter leaves
Her palace in the HNorth.

Astreea brings the frost and snow
And also brings a Star -

Sign of our lady's love, to show
Her coming is not far.

In Hestia, the darkest month,
A tiny light is born -

Our Lady in Her Mother's arms
Shines forth an the grey dawn.

In Brighde, Winter's last chill month,
A thousand candles light the sky
Cur Lady, robed in purest white,

Frepares Herself to die.

:;Jia;____ :
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AGAINST GROWN.U¥S
me to write an articls for The Coming Lge,
i be at all like the others, you know, not
';. T can only write about the Ggddess ard
M. "Hell, it takes all sorts to make = megs -

At
=
g

Ly thing I reslly want o say, now that

L come
about the magazine sng
people are coming to

= _ re selfisn way. You see,
46ess gince T was fourteen op Pifteen,
1OWD how to worship Her, Tt is so beatiful
Bar religion end to folloy it. Really, T
_HeT Tor showing us these thi

| things. I never
ﬂm}aa- until T hag it, ¢r how

SR Rt s very good
i‘k,ﬁamaa none of us

Sst. Hothing ic
Send which spine




I think that if we are really to lmow our
come like little children. I know other people have seig . R £
sort of thing - and I think that everyone who hds said ;ﬂ;m{
have lmown something of our Lady. It is a ieult thing S
tell peorle nowedeys. In these deys of pollution and atom - fﬁv_
bombs, they think they heve outgrown 211 that. Words like hur i
ility and reverence, or even hope and love, erely bring a de !
risive smile. We all know everything now, wé can all go sur |
own wey without a bit of morel guidence from anywhere, and if j
some people haven't the strength, bad luck, Excepy that I
don't think it is strength. I think it is insensi ivity, aixd
ultimetely weckness. It is funny that the people whe zrs mcst
concerned about being "grown-up" are zlwaya children. Aid the
eg£e thet 1s most concerned about being 'adult' is a2 most
¢nhildish age. Childish, not childlike.
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Thet is why this is a sick dge, & cyniczsl \age, a gazllow, 1
hollow age without zwe or wonder. I have plumbed the 1leptha
of this age - lived its pride and its self-righteousness until
I wes sick to the soul. And my personzl find
only cure wzs to clasp my hands agzin in hope
voncer - and to sccept the Truth beyond all retionslity.

I don't mezn that we should push aside intellizent doubts
cbout religion. I don't mean that et =211. We mist face these
doubts as squarely and as bravely as.we lmow how. But when we
heve dealt with them, we must not let ourselves be dogged by
'1d superstitions. The great superstition of our assze mizht be 3
celled scientific humenism. When we look at it clearly and . a2
thoughtfully, we can see thaet it is not really scientific ror
really human. It is when we are not iatelligent but semsible =
grovn-up, led by sound common sense (in other words, believing
what everyone else believes because everyone else helieves

thet it comes creeping up behind us.

Really it is not very grown up tﬁ-lﬂﬁﬁfnug-g;ugﬁz;g e,
very mature to see z world of bﬂ&gﬂxfgﬂﬁjﬁgﬁgﬁﬁL ;

place of the drab grey 'reslity' of the m

ups. Th.ﬂ]!" W, Fgu_ the P

there is. They
have, but
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¥4z Spenish Jnquisition (in Russiz they even use the seme
wefhivda). Their sttitude to life is lilke that of some

miserly orphancge-keeper in Liclens. WHell then, we are
Jjust children, but we are going back to our Lother at
last, because we heve stayed in their orphancge too long.

or. Angelins
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REVIEWS

The First Sex, Elizebeth Gould Davis = If H.... Government
is coucerned to preserve patrierchy, it would do well to
picce & compulsory warning on The First Sex it might read:
"Ceution, this book is & mind-altering substance". There
ure not meny books which cen chenge one's whole view of
the world, but this is one of them. Page after page, chap-
texr ofter chapter, cerefully documcnted faets a2nd detsils
emerge, snowing not only that the mele-dominnted, god-
worship]ing or atheistic societies with which we ere so

Zzailizr have not been the constent rule of humon
tat thet

nistory;
tne few thousend years of petrisrchel domination
are only a reletively tiny interlude in a vest history of
twncreas of thousends, perheps millions of years in
Wouen were cominent ond our Lady wes recognised as the one
tine Goc. Yezrs of high civilisotion, peace and prosperity
walch compere pore then favourebly with the cruel, wer-
toin centuries of petria

rchy. For centuries, no-one lmew
ebout this history. Its documents were burnt

Leats smeshed by the ecrly paetrisrchs. Cnly
modern science recovered the feets.
livecd in ceves, and WE have been
The old lie melts away like

which

, 1ts monu~
todey heas
"Before US, people

Progreseing ever since "

© 8nowmsn 1n & blest-furnsce.
Evern todoy, the suthor hed to suppress

ordiging] menuseript before she could
Dent. The remsining two-thiréds ar

& third of her
get a Publishing agree

€ still a bombshell. Writ-
ter. f2cm & redical-feminist viewpoint, it mey not be to

ever taste, but it is hard to dispute her facta. as o sec-
ular historian, she does not press her Madrian faith, but
i

et vimes 1t comes glimmering through: “The frequent ap-

| Jearciice throughout history of & lovely lady in 'white and
h. Bcining vestments, her fzir hair ferlended with a crown of

L flowere'... is most significant.., The explanation may lie,




- and an ei: J.Ilﬂntlbr readable cne. ’.Ehﬁ ﬂu f'

dess. bBut it may alseo lia in ﬁha ﬁ@ﬁﬁ} ]
the ruler of tihe universe is a ﬁf“* e

our Tirst million-or more ﬂm,ﬁ e

It is an angry book and a ;ayfg;

heart into it without fearinz to ﬂfﬁﬂﬂﬂf:
their pet criticisms of the book. 1o ﬂnﬁ___

game after rezding it. ;
Puhliéheﬂ;mﬁs!,

The Gocdesses_of Chaeldaea, Syria and
Robertson. In this work the authﬂr,. ce
end co-founder with Clivia Robertson of khﬁ_
Isis, brings together a wide veriety of lege
itional material. Handsomely pr@duaeﬂ with nin
by Anne Durdin-Robertson, the book is the first
ed set whieh when complete will comprige eight
second, The Goddesses of Indis, Tibet, China zagd
recdy in Sreperetion. Wnen completec, this shoul

smce work of encyclopaediac proportious. :
Fublished by Cesara Publice

A finsl thought...
Think for & moment of the talngs Lrﬁun&.yﬂﬁ»;

tables. It &ll secms so solid, so real, 86 ggggluﬁa,=:;“”
Goddess, if She lives at all; nust live in a'ﬁlﬁﬁﬁ j _"2
tznt, very different. But She does not. She is s
hind you, Her hand on your shoulder, walbtiug iﬂ@*fﬂﬂ ﬁﬂ;
She is stending before you and beside you. She hes never
ou in =11 your life. She is slways there, and she ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁj

J

with « love more compleie Lian uﬂy other, ﬂﬂﬁﬁi#ﬂ
ness. For the real you is & pﬂrfaﬂ ar?ﬁﬁ

a flaw. Will you begin to become that jewe .

from time to time throughout tae ﬂ%}% @hI:' aot
deys, that She is there, and let “ﬂﬂi’ <R

sudden flood of love.




MADI IAK BOOKLETS

Ihe acrifice ~ A simple non-Sacremental rite which
can be performed by any women with any group of people.
t of the Children of the Goddess - All the es-

sential beliefs of Artemid Madrianism presented in goncise
question-and-answer form, with useful appendices.

Avallable scon: The Creation and The Crystal Tablet and The
‘:tguﬂ of the Divine Mecid. These two books between them

give the central kythos or sacred texts of the Madrian re-

on, and will provide all the rcadings for the Eite of
fice throughout the Kadrien year (the first bdok will

provide enough to begin with, if you wish).

The booklets are 30p each, post free, or £1 for all four,

LUX MADRIANA is an organisation devoted to the practice and
promotion of the religion of the Goddess. Nembershi is

p
i open to all Her followers. THE SISTERHOOD OF ARTEALIS has
. the eame function and status as Tux kadrians, but e

sts
for those who feel they cen work better within an 211~
female group. One mey hold membership of both groups.

| The gsecond issue of The Coming Age will appenr in fthe

; montk of Moures. Price 35p post free (50p outside U.K.)
. £1.40 fore year's subscription.

People who would lile to kuow more =bout the kadrian feith
or heve any questions are invited t

o writ, to Iux _.hl.;"l'lrir;_n;_-
at 3, Hill View Rd., Oxford. (plerse enclose ¢ S.A L.)

"Everywhere and always, the Great kother is served
yolunterily, with awe, intoxication, gretitude regpect

Ocetzsy, #.58 the original source of 21l creetion.. The‘ ‘
Gocdess of & aundred nemes, the white Mother, the in=
conprchensible Giver gives nutriment to all"

| Helen Diney
L




