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n one occasion I
saw an entire
field suffused
with the radiance of a group
of fairies. They were robed in
diaphanous materials of violst
and pale green - though I think
these robes may have been really
extensions of their auras. One, a
little taller and rather brighter
than the rest, was directing them
in what seemed to be a sort of
dance. Each was connected to this
leader by a sort of thread of light.
They all act in perfect harmony in
obedience to her -~ she conducted
them like an orchestra, and the
dance built up patterns of light in
ld very distinect structures which dom-
inated the whels field. I em sure
this was more than a dance, and was

forces of the field." .

The above is one of numerous accounts of
the activities of "fairies" or nature-
spirits, known to the Celts as the people
of the Sidhe (pronounced "Shee"). In fact,
such beings are not at all rare, and any-
one in whom the ability to see them
has developad will do so quite fre-
quently. They are an intrinsic part
of the vast panorama of subtle life
which exists unseen all about us.
In matriarchal times, the human and
elementary* realms were fully
aware of each other, and worked in
close cooperation, Even in relat-
ively recent times, elementaries
were by no means unknown to the
majority of people outside the
cities.

To many people, the element-
ary realm is a trivial if
rather charming aspect of

extra-physical nature. But

*the technical temrm

Py for nature-gpirits
S L ST of a1l kinds.

directed toward assisting the growth-

‘conditions. They -

this attitude is mistaken, for they
play an extremely important role in

the 1life of our planet, and one which
is at present in some danger.

It is generally known that elem-
entaries have charge of plants,
trees and other vegetative life-
forms (there are also water-element-
aries, air- and storm-elementaries
and many other kinds, too various to
go into hers). It is often asked
what precissly they do - whether
all plants have them, or whether it
is possible for plants to live
without them. The trouble is that in
a masculist-materialist society, we
are conditioned to think in purely
quantitative terms, whereas the ans-~
wer to this question is really qual-
itative. What is the difference be-
tween a brilliantly-played sonata
and a merely competent rendition?
None that can be expressed in temms
of "scientific" rationalism; but a
very important difference in reality.
Such-also is the difference betwezn
a plant with and without the work of
an elementary "builder". Actuslly,
the lowest forms of etheric entity
must be present in all plants, for
no life can exist purely physically,
but without elementary guidance, the
plant lacks the "spirit", the Leb-
enslust, which is so essential. The
mechanised, chemicalised commercial
pseudo-agriculture (for 1t is but a
parody of that sacred craft) of
late patriarchy is driving many el-
ementaries away, for they cannot, .
or will not, work in such
conditions. The result
is an ironic one, for
the plants, having
lost "spirit", can
only grow under
the most ideal

succumb to all
varieties of dis-
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ease and become infested with insects -
thus only the most rigorous application of
artificial methods will keep them alive.

On the other hand, in some Madrian com-
munities where no artificial methods are
used, but good relationships are cultivat-
ed with our elementary fellow-beings, out-
standingly good crops have been obtained.

As for the elementals' view of humans,
those of us who have been privileged to
communicate with them have found that they
view modern human civilisation as an un-
qualified disaster.
This is not only be-

;;é to spiritual reality not only horrifies
them, but is utterly incomprehensible to

them. They see humanity's self-severance
from Divine Principle as not so much im-
pious as suicidal. It is impossible to con-

‘vince them that we are not carrying out &

deliberate and systematic plan for the de-
struction both of ourselves and of the
earth. And, indeed, it is hard to .avoid the
chilling thought, "perhaps we are”.

It will be noted that I have not attempt-
ed to supply any "proof" of the existence
of elementals. Nearly sixty years ago, Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle
collected a consider-
able amount of evid-

cause of the dsstruc-
tion of their natur-
al envirooment, or
even because the vast
majority of humanity
has become for them
shadowy and distant,
cut off from all the
subtler realms of
life. There is a
reason far more im-
portant.

The Sidhe contin-
ue to live a normal
life, in tune with
the Divine plan. They
see themselves not as a cut-off unit,
ing only for the sake of living. They un-
derstand that they occupy a place within
the cosmic hierarchy which ranges from the
highest Geniae to the humblest soul in
manifestation. Their life is very different
from the human life, but in their own way,
they are fulfilling their purpose, and
mounting steadily, through the ritual act-
ivity of their appointed work, to spirit-
ual union with the Goddess; and they look
back to the time when human beings did the
same. Their ordering is watriarchal, and
tney have never deserted their own tradit-
ional forms, which are at once amazingly
different from ours and amazingly similar.

liv-

The idea of a profane society devoted
only to material ends and utterly Ylind

ence of this nature,
so powerful that he
was moved to write:

"We...geem to be on
the edge of a new
continent, separated
not by oceans but by
subtle and surmount-
able psychic condit-
ions. I look at the
prospect with soms
awe., May these 1it-
tle creatures suf-
fer from the contact
and some las Casas
bewail their ruin! If so, it would be an
evil day when the world defined their ex-
istence." (The Coming of the Fairies P. 58)

Conan Doyle wrote off this last possi-
bility. He was very optimistic. The idea of
the bureaucrats and the "educators", the
sharks and the "scientists" of late patri-
archy getting their bands on this innocent
race is enough to make one shudder.

But Conan Doyle was also very naive. Le
believed that profane "science" and “common
sense"” were what they seemed - that they

worked on honest, impartial logic, no%t
prejudice and emotion. He believed that
strong evidence would be followed by
reasoned belief, or at least serious con-
sideration. Of course, no such thing

Contd. p.6
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ESS... WORK IN PROGRESS ... WORK IN

CALENDAR: This year's Madrian calendar
(which remains current until next spring) is
still available at 50p plus 10p postage.
Fully illustrated, giving all major and many
rinor festivals plus natural rites, table

of correspondences for every date of the
sacred and secular year and other details.

SILVER TEMPLE OF THE MOON: A unique project
initiated by a group of Madrians, to build
up a great temple in the subtle realms by
the combined concentration of many people.
Working on the psychic remains of one of
the great matriarchal spiritual centres,
the aim is to create an astral/etheric tem-
ple-structure to which any soul may attune
for devotion, healing or spiritual comfort.
For further details of the work, please
send a stamp to "Temple Project" C/O TCA.

ROSARIES: The old style are no longer avail-
able. We are now offering wooden rosaries at
£1-50.

ACADEMY: Apologies for the long delay in

the opening of the foundational diploma
course in kadrian philosophy, criticism and
metaphysics. The prospectus should be av-
ailable in early to mid summer. Send a stamp
and we will forward it as soon as possible.

IRITIATION: A booklet outlining a course of
spiritual preparation for initiation is now
in preparation. It will be available goon
and will probably cost about 3Op.

DONATIONS: Thank you all so much for the
financial help you have given to the spread-
ing of our Lady's faith over the last quar-
ter. Without you we could not do nearly so -
much.

AQUARIAN PESTIVAL: Lux ldadriana had a stand
at the Pedtival, selling The Coming Age and
The Moira Handbook, distributing leaflets and
talking about the Goddess. (London)

PAPERS: A number of hadrian informational
papers are available: "The Divine Trinity"
at 10p; "The Year of Our Lady" at 10p; "The
Pattern of History and The Quest of the
Soul™ an 18p; "The Idea of a Coven" (not an
official Madrian paper) free. Please enclose
10p postage etc. for any number.

PESTIVALS: Small gatherings were held at
Oxford of Catholic Madriens at Easter arnd
Exaltation. We are hoping to hold a picnic
to celebrate Rosa Mundi - let us know if
you are interested.

RADIO: Sister Angelina was interviewed on
Radio Oxford in Maia.

PUBLICITY: All around us we see souls
starved of the light, cut off from their
true origin, purpose and destiny; blinded
by the illusions of material existence and
the drab dogmas of patriarchal techno-bur-

‘eaucracy,which deny them all hope beyond

the mundane world. Doss not our lady com-
mand us to bring Her lignt to all who are
without it? Please help to spread Her faith
in any way you can - tell your friends and
family about Her. Our introductory leaflet
"God the Mother® can be ordered at 1ip

each or 10p for ten. We also have mini-post-
ers (63"x 8") suitable for noticeboards etc.
at 1p each ~ plus a new range of stickers
(ten assorted types) at 6p for ten or 50p
for 100, Please include postage if ordered
separately. Please play your part in spread-
ing the Light. We also need your prayers.

IP YOU HAVE any projects, ideas, etc. of in-
terest to ladrians, please write to "Work in
Progress”.

LATE ITEM: A suggestion has reached us that
followers of the Goddess of all traditions
should join in the creation of a temple/
church at Glastonbury. All interested should
contact Maureen Ballard C/C TCA.



‘g&;i:g_ﬁﬂ_ggg_gggjggggggixe life; for in

tais th Xe. ?:on:emplation
has been defined as_the opposite of sleep,
g0 that contemplation is_ at.one. axtreme,
slesp at the other, end.normal.waking iife

admewhers- in-betwsen.

In contemplation, tkhe soul moves among
the highest spheres; she has direct percep-

The Three Livés

here are two kinds of 1ife which can really be called
normal : thg‘Agiiggr}ife and the Contemplative Life.
There is also a
be called the Passiva‘ttte““

& ltfe-wnich—1iw— mz'ma’l""wlfi_ﬁ‘may-
\...

Normal life is lived in tune with the true purpose of
earthly existence - the development and final perfection and
liberation of the soul. 0f the two normal lives, the more

1. ddess. Thus natural or normal

societies ha ways been attuned—to—thése

rhythms eand to the human creativity of the,
cf’?ts——wﬁI'E-lé"’H!"G y reflection of
the ﬁi‘ina -act—of Creation.

In the strictest sense of tke word, the
Active life may be said to be magical; for

tion of the eternal Reality which lies be-
hind the "“shadows" of the material world.
She sees "behind™ the illusion of material
things and events into the realm of pure
Truth, "changeless, beyond the impermanent
flux of time™.

But jusﬁ_gggggsﬁﬂtha_Contemplative life
is so acfi?g, it is extraordingx;lx_szren-
Tous, as well as requiring a special &bil—

"Ity It i3, theréfore, thé ¢alling-ef—a—
relatively small number.

The Active Life, which ig the normal
life fof- rha.ma;o:i:x,_rmum_u_thmm
fIux of material events; but, so long as"
it rs truly normal, it does not maks the
mistake'otjg_gg_sing that t these events havé
any Teality in.themselves. Rather, they &re"
the shadows thrown upon the veil of matter
by the supreme Light which lies behind it.
Just as the Contemplative Life moves toward
the light directly, gg the Active Life
moves tcward i1 indirectly, iateridl activ-
Yties dre performed not only for their own
gake, but as true ritual; opening the soul
to Light, harmonising the external material
life with its true Source and Centre. Rit-
ual in it3 fullest sense is not simply a

human activity. Th;:§§§§§§£;gﬁ_£§3_§gg§gg;,
the cycles of the sun on-aras natural

"rituals", manifesting the eternal lyster-
j

Spirits of Nature

took place. Several attempts were made to
disprove the evidence; none were successful.
So, unable to disprove and unwilling to be-
lieve, the "experts”" and the public simply
let it drop. They ignored the issue and
hoped it would go away - and, of course,

in a short while, it did.

Psychic investigators in many fields
have found this. Thers is a cast-iron mental
block against the general acceptance of any
extra-~physical reality, and no amount of
proof makes any difference to it.

But there is another side to this quest-
ion. There are ceartain things which the
profane should not know. In this case, the
reason is unusually obvious. It would be a
disaster if the profane should ever become
convinced of the existence of the innocent
race of the Sidhe. A disaster which Provid-
ence will not pemmit to occur. f

Those who are ready will believe thess
things through their own inner knowledge. |
Those who are sufficiently ready will see
for themselves. And for the rest - it is
not for this pen to teach those who are

to learm. y
forbidden to Sister Celestia




magic lg_gsseniially the art of creatin
by means of ritual_ wp*ggwand i ections,
structures in the subtle planes_w NHI'E’sur-
- round-ug;-I6 Tow magic - that is, magic.
?perrﬂmm for material purposes - these

structures ;gggﬁ,hack on_the physical

wsrld, creating_the_effects commonI'"EE}lgg
"magical®, In high magic, theiT WH51¥ pur-
pose i is to lead the soul toward spiritual -
wﬁ'Ieness 1z € Goddess.

The rituals of the crafts agricultu
and the whole Bormal life e_are essent-_
ially rites of-high-magic, ¢ . each craft
hav1ng its own specific qysvem of "in-
A ttiation™ ‘tntv“tni'ﬁlgher Mjsteries.*'

oW magIb, too, while not the~pr1m- -
Tary object’ of’TEEse.xites,_was;§§e&
"IW'maf’iarchal _civilisations to
prsducs effects 1n the realms 8T
ealing-and, more rarely, {n —
Tumerous SERET ‘sphares, includ~
ing-outtding (recent &vidence
of "this 1M SoutH A#EFIEE has
proved highly embarrassing to
materialistic archaeologists)
Even in certain quasi-normal
patriarchel communities in
remote parts of the East,
minor feats of low magic
continue to be achieved. (.
‘The_third life, thse
passive or paasioﬁzfi—‘ <‘
“Tife; ts—that—which—
cHEractarIses Modern—
soetety. It is a 1life
hased solely on the
pursuit of material comfort and the avoid-
ancé of pain, and i3 based on no PERT
Pfrncipfe. It 1s wholly antrappia—tm—the
fluX of Baterial events, with no awareness
of tm-ﬂeammna"nm by the vell”
of matter, it Sees physical things and ev-
ents as exigting in and for themselves.

Although this life may be very "active"

in a purely outward_sense, e soul, w
he

%?

The Corémplative Life

and in every mcment”,

-~

i EEEE e

to the ma‘erial realm.

The effect of this life is the precise
opposite of the two normal lives; it is to
cut off the soul not only from ultimate
RéaTItty;- but from all Super-physical redx-
{ty o =ny sort. At the extreme point of
this procéss, the spiritual functions of
maidkind are so reduced that sne elmost be-
com@s the mere biologtralovrganism which—-
matsF{EIis€1c "paychology" and profane sci-
éntIso 1f Zéneral proclaim her to B&.
Creativity degenerates into mere "produc-
“$1GH"; Aaving no symbolic or spirltual
a3§pectT Work and life are cut orf as
- ~—far-as possible from the rhythm of

the seasons, and everywhere, the

rhythms of humanity and nature
are replaced by mechanical
rhythms.

This life is doomed to con-
tinual frustration, since iss
constant round of outward
activity is but a desperate

gearch for the true fulfil-
lment and completion which
is not to be found in the
flux of outward things,
but only in the Reality
that underlies ic.

In its fullest nature,
that Reality is our
dMother Herself, the
Creator, Who did not
.once create the world,
-out "creates it now
for "if She ceased to
create it, it would cease to exist" (Cat-
echism, 22). And the central point of norm-
al life is the RosaMundimystery - full con-
templative union with Her. Those contemp-
latives who have won througn to this urion
know it in themselves and reflect its glory
upon their sisters.

The Active Life, too, 1is go_structured
as%ﬂbﬂm

r~5piritual faculty of free-will lies

dormant; Wwhile the being responds only =~
| t0"EThé promptings of the passions, which
belong Egj_jg_hnn_xr

based Tirstly upon the TEet—that—the—_
DeuZATET, tHrough—Her-primerdiel—sacri~~

\

sell, BUt L J/ f1ca, 15 present TRTOURMOUt—every—level
el
e
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Moira is the governing Gaepia of personal
fate. Her wheel is the Whesl of samsara, ths

oira is one of the Geniae whose ef-
fect upon human life is closest and
most intimete. Perhaps for that rea-

sor, she is one of those whose image ha

newar deen lost to maid even in patriarchal
t;;i;:-TEE_WEEEI"ET—?EFEune was e constant
madiasval theme, showing flgures rising to
wealth and fame and falling again to shane

snd psverty, as the wheel is turmed by a
stataly maiden ~ the "goddess™ Fortuna, a

1ate Roman form of Koira. SHé Bppédrs, too,
ia a form nearer to her archetypal signif-
icance, on the tenth card of the older_—
Tarot packs.

The maid hold
taroughout Christian

Ariadre, w ". Ari-

continual rourd of birt ath,. is
aldo the wheel that spins the thread of life
which in the Greek and Norse traditions was
operated by the first person, while the sec-
ond wove it into the complex network of in- .
terweaving destiniesg, In the cpening words
of the Crystal Tablet: "Existence is a web of
tapestry..."

As an abstract noun, moira refers to the
thread of causelity which runs from birth
to birta, from death to death, fthrougkout a
goul's existencs. Everything a person is,
sverything whicn surrounds her and happens

to ner is ultimately the reault of ner past

art, and is called St.
Catberine. Catharine m323§‘7“““7‘35‘avns' and present woral choigce - it is part. of haer
c ans "

moira "for every stone returns to she that

%Ege w8s a Cretan nems for Moira as well as_ tarows it... and every cup of wine that she
for the Daughter. The Celts called her Ari- gives to another shall gquench the thirst of

apcpod - "silver wheel". danichaean and
Jaina art cepict a richly ornamented maid
holding within her body the Cosmic #heel of
existence. In some places she has a darker
and more fearful aspect, as in the Gresk.
Fates (Moirae) or the Teutonic Norns, or
the Tibetan Srinmo who holds the Wheel of
TLife?

That som2 of the names of loira are also
names f the Goddess derself should occas-
lon no surprise, since.a.Genja by her very
naturs i3 a perfect expression of a Divine
aspect., That she appeers sometimes as one
person, sometimes asg three IS—EB—EBT%'puz-
21itg, since the Geniae are not bound by
tiné and spacé, cam be in many places at
cnce, and transcexd the limitations of in-
dividual personality.

her own 1lips in the fulness of time." (C.7T.

The Three Lives

of creation in even the humblest aciivitiag,
if only we live in the light of Hder Spirit.

LA -
Compassion for all beings, harmony anc
respect for nature, the powerful syubolic
ritualsviatt—wctions - these are the
mdrks oI the true Active Lif3. Thrciigh tais
1ire; the opportunitiza of sarthiy exist-
ence, so often carelessly thrown away in
these days, become realised. For the esrth
becomeg what it was always meant to be - an
instrument for the rescuing of souls. The
glorious rainbow bridge that leads from the
abyss of derkness into the light of Heaven.

Sister Angelina

!
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42-45). But moira extends even to the all logic. Ir the same way, when we ac®

smallest details of life. I pass a maid in ompasaion for any creature, we_

a city street and hardly glance at her, yet take part in dxxina_pompassion. and_if.
she is a tiny part of my moira and I a tiny | we act wholly througn_ﬂer, we #ill be able
part of hers. Wy moira is the sum total of tQ_bIEEE—€EE—¥E;E;ds of_poira - or ra ther,
my life-situation, past, present and future. ,hoira herself will break them zor us.

So are we to say that everything is fated But beyond moira, there is a law which
- that our lives are wholly predetermined cannot be broken, for the mother of
by our moira, and we can change no- Moira is Themis, Genia of divine Crder
thing? Mot at all, for we also make and one of ths seven "pPIENEtERYT Geni-
our moira as we go along ty our con- an, Lheﬁis 1s_the hsrmony of all,
tinual power of free moral choice. things which prevents them from dis-

Yet whatever we choose will so oc~- “solving into_chaos: =
cur as to precisely fulfil the

" .
Zoira of all who are affected by But for Thee would not all cosmos

d
us, from our closest friends to ”oulgcggzof:: black abvss of
our most casual encounters. Such
is the wonderful deftness and in- ‘chaos swallow 2117

And as Thine universel music
tricacy with which Koira weaves ~he
the thread of life. reins the farthest spheres,

So does it tune the beating of my
L
heart. (Catechism App. 3)

es we T - signifying

order and ha¥mory in a_sense that
has been so completely lost that no
moderT WEETETA Tanguade nas eny word
for it., The Sanskrit dharma, a term
of hiadrisn-matriarcrel origin, car-
ries the correct meanirg, though it is
inevitably always mistranslated. Sig-
zificantly, in early Buddhist art,

ST ThTa Iy e GreRy Theel of T
.wheel. This Theel of Them-
is - the wheel of efternal harmony, of
whicn the lesser wheel of Moira is but

§«£:£E3££12£L Sister Aletaza

Yot we must ask: if all that I do
for or egainst another is simply a
part of her moira, how can I give any
real help ~ I am powerless to do
either good or harm. And still a dark-
er question comes, showing the dark
gide of Moira herself, for we recall
the words of the Trachings of the Daughter

"...everything 19q__§31_npnn_15__
.wheel _of life, that_ shall raturn to
_youmsev~nfold " Then surely our moi-
ra builds up by a geometric progres-

sion -~ how shall we ever work
through it all? When shall we ever
be free of the wneel of life and
pass into the glorious Eternity of
our Mother?

The answer to both these questions is' MOIRA'S DAY MEDITATION

the same: the third person of the Moirae i3 Il

adria Noira, spinner of the wheel cf
time, weaver of the threed of destiny,
ide my feet upon the labyrinth of exist-

she who cuts the thread. And the third per-
son of the Divine Trinity (of Whom Mhoira is
but a reflection) - the Daughter - breaks gu

the relentless. logic of the 1law or _cause ence.‘%xg:1g%§§§_§_§EJ—21_,hgica_naa_mads
.and.effact. Through HKer sacrifice a _way 1 q;_:___;_l_s _be, my choica-dis-zaking-
opened that leads_beyond the countiess - now. Help me to see beyond the veil of
worlds of jmperfection EHE‘EETTE?IEG into matter, that I may choose aright in every
' _Ete turning. Guide me by the light of the

spirit, that I may come safe to the Centr~
in She Who is the Spirit end the Light.

\’%/

there is no way we can be saved, but She

the endlvss_light_of Eternity. Logically *)
is thg,ggs&dex of love that transcends \




. he world we know,
for all its seeming
substance and sol-

idicy, is only half there. It stands midway
between existence and nonexistence. There
have been times when it has existed more
than it does now, and perhaps times when it
has existed less. The grey world is poised
between the light of pure Reality and the
darkness of unreality, and we are grey
people, moving now towards one, now towards
the other.

In the blindness of modern self-assur-
ance, it is all too commonly assumed that
the greyness which characterises this
world is alone real, that it is the perfect
balence between the "unrealistic" extremes
of black and white. The ancients are con-
demned for their "dualism™, that is, for_
d1stinguishing between aplrIT_EEK—Ektterf
good and evil, Truth a3 YelsTty. It —is—
argued tHat becausB 411 these are nécéssari-

1y miXed 'and blended in this world, these —m

ancient distinctions are ceceptive; and 7

they-ars-Teplaced by "reusondble™ comprom~-

ises « Such—assertions stem from regarding
the world as absolute in Itself, ag the
onty-reality, es tne yardstick by which ev-
erything eIse 1s measured.

But- beyond this world there is a higher
truth, which st s, the
Absolute, Who_is the only true Reali‘ty. All
things out of tune with Her have only a
partial reallty, énd ofily that throlugh Her
compassion, for She is the source not oniy’
of-aIl Iifé; out or extstence-itself. Every

thing which is apart from Her is.on.a_slid-.

———

ing-stale betwesn existance end non-exist-
\\Qﬁ e, ese two "states" are the paradigm

for-Sany other pairs of "opposites" in

wkich one is ggg}uggd,iha_ningr merely :ts

avpserice: I1ght and darkness
~n-whish-1ighs—isT1681 and darkness mere-
Iy the absence of IIghtisimileriy—with—
warcth and 2o1d. The pairs we have al¥eady
considered ~ Spirit and matter, good and
avil, trutn and falsity - are opposites of

“Just this type. Thelr seeming force and vit-

A Question of Balafnce

ality - pitch darkness, biting cold, all
the outward manifestations of evil - is in
fact a measure of our own distance from
Reality. As the Goddess is pure Spirit,
pure Good, pure Truth, pure Beauty, sever-
ance from Her necessarily entails a degree
of matter (we will discuss degrdes of mat-
ter later), of evil, falsity, ugliness,

There can be no equivalence, no balancing,

betwee esepalTy of OpposiveE—TRe Tight
response is to L lse to the
real_gg_{;r as 13 possible. The scales ars
not_here the appropriate symbol: rather
more apposite Is THe ImAYE oI thé ladder

agcending from tHs Ebysy 6f Hothingness to

the tnreynold-of—paradise. It would be rath-

er foolish, to say the least, to stop half-
way up and bulld onéTg Hoiuse.

Yet there is a genuine celestial polar-

ity, made up noi of thesas unequal-oppos-

\ites", but of the equal and complementary

pringiples w i ough the whol

anifest creation, Here the balance is "hor-
ontal", rather thamn "vertical", and may be

truly represented by the scales. The two

"ho bl 8. are, in their highe s-

sénce the Mother and the Daughter principles.

As these principles operate in the world,
they are best dasignated by the Taoist teruws
yang-and yin respectively. These terms de-
rive from the primordial Kadrian-watriarchal
tradition which was common to east and west,

and we t_be careful rot to fall into the
later p:2§IE;EEEI_EFTBT‘UT‘tUﬂfE§§§ETEﬂem
with the m £8. Al-
though at a lower level the principles ap-
pear o be opoosites, in the Absolute they
are reconciled and are Ore, even as the

Moth are One in tEte Y-

In the world, tne principles are symbtol-
ised and menifested by polarities such as
moon/sun, earth/sky, night/day, valley/woun-
tain, blossom/fruit, gentleness/strength,
mercy/justice, repose/action, potential/ach-
ievement, waning/waxing, peace/joy, love/in-
tellect (gnosis), inhalation/exhalation.,

Both "horizontal" and "vertical® pclar--.

A
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ities have been confused undsr ths patri-
.archy_with the polarity of tae reminine

and magcullnis.principles.—llie 23rly stages
0t the patriarcnal usurpation, in which the
image of the male god replaced that of the
Goddess and men assunied tne leadersaip of
society, saw an inversion of ratural sym-
bolic valiiés. TH tThe concext of shese ev-
ents, and pafticularly owing to the strong
materialistic tendency inherent in patri-
archny, the feminine and masculine princips
les came to be closely identified witn .
malds ar:d men respectively, And 4as symbol-.
{em_was brough® into the service of polit-
icael idsqlogy, these principles became
crucial to_ths philoscpaical justificaricm
cf tha usurpaticn. B T

In the patriarchal philosogny,
the teminine principle was held to
Ye aquivalent to yIw,; vHT CEUEH-
teT principie, and tH
prin®iple to yang, the Lother
rFinciple; and thias was Interp-
roted to mean that men were mcre
suited to positions of power and
authority, Eventually, with the
consolidaticn of the patriarchy,
the feminine principle in this sense
was consistenily undervalued, $o Ynat the
"hérizontal’ polarity took on_the appaar~
ance of a verctlcal one. Jn_the "vertical
Pl g;_i,zy__ ._the magculine principle
was Identified with Spirit, good, truth ..
etci, Ihe_feminine with matter, evil, fals-
ity, etc. These distortions havs exsrcised
and contlnU& to BXZTCISe a consideracle in-
fluence on.the development of western pat-
riarchal culture.

o3 Iy

Th nd wasculire principles
do,_ however, exist, and have a distin
symbolic significance, ouf not one-wnien
can _be dirsctly ecquataed witk the horizontal
or jsfﬁisél_ﬁ2!52131“35_333251b9d abava, "
The"pure Feminine and puré wasculine poles
7 repressnt one aspect of tne "vertical" pol-
Narttyi thH TEsp ciples can be

geen ad directions leading to sach pole |
fagpectively, In this world we are nidway
between the two poles, and thus perceive

néither directly. The Teminine and masc-

S
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r_related witn naids and men regpgggi?;lb.
as maids and men &sre _close together on the
 "1adder® which stretches besween the Swo
poies; the most we can say is that there is
a tendency in each suificient for them to o7
symoolige the princigiéé'Z'EEHMSEIS"itsg}f_;E:”'
will not be the case in every individual.

This is because the material 1s always, im’
its higher asp&et, nel ¥oF the Sxprca-
sion 0o t_EY F3_the feminire princio-
le expresses spirit, so_the soul of e.
being, regardless of tha biological
of the body, 15 always female.

The masculine principie has besn describ-

ed as the oprinciple of deacent into mpatter,.
of the scaling=down of Reality._ IV is ..
r’iﬁﬁ??ﬁ;gpyﬂgg“:;e making of a dia-
“gram or a map or a zethematical
‘formula - it simplifies and_son-_
—EEASEY THAL WhiTH BUT limited un-
derstamdtmg—fimds—impossidble to
_compreherd. T T

X-

Within the world, it is diffi-
cult to characterise exactly the
nature cf the principles, bHut the
following pairs may give an indication:
feusle/male, coiour/monechrome, qualityj—
auantity, truth/fact, eternity/time, irfin=
tty/space, intellect(gnesis)/reason, intu-
iti osis)/experiment. It wWilIl be seen
tkat in each case, tHE® first element con-
tains or subsumes the Sécond, makiBg_it-un~
necessary, A full participation in the fem-
inine principles - that is, in absolute Real-
ity; the Goddess He7Self - &ooliSdes the
masculine. principle. ¥t jU3t 23 a map is
used as a temporary aid for the exploration
of & landscédpe, to, b2 used-less and less; ”
and_finally discarded as the countryside oe=~
comeg more ané nore familiar, so the nater-
ial realm becomes less acd less solid as
80’ 8 altog . ror ultimately, looked

at in the light of pure Reality, it was
never really there. Chrysothemis

See also "Thé Feminine Principle™ ICA 2.
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Correspondence of sacred end secular
dates for the season of Summer:

Rosea: June 13th - July 10th
Kerea: July 11th - August 7th
Heaperis: August &th - Sept. 4th
MAJOR FESTIVALS
ROSA MUNDI! (Festival of the Rose of
the World): 23rd Rosea (July 5th)
REGENERATION ( Festival of Regenerat -
icn): 22nd Keree {1st August)
MINOR FESTIVALS.

ALL HERAS (Day of All Heras): Sth
Rosea (Summer Sclstice;"Juns 21st).

MOIRA’S DAY 16%h Hesperis.(Aug 23ra)

CLoad .

* Fire and Rose

The seascn of fire and the rose, be-
tween the Day of All Heras and Rosa
Mundi, this year lasts for fifteen
days. The element and symbol of the
* season indicate its central theme -
the nature of mystic union with the

ultimate destiny, and that lessar

contemplative union with the Divine

which is possible in this life. Ths

- ceiebration of spiritual union is al-
so reflected in the closeness betwsen
the psychic and material worlds waich
prevails at this period, bringing in-
creagsed potential for contact with
nature-spirits a2nd other non-physical
entities, enhanced efiicacy of divin~
ation, ratural megic etc. Four plants
apart from the rose have spacial sce-
sonal connotaticns and are used in
dacorations: Artemisia (mugwort), St
John's Wort (the “fairy herd"), Ver-
vain (Aphrodite's herb) ard larkspur.
The first of these is said to stimu-
late the pineal gland or "third eye",
source of visual psychic impressions,
while others are traditionally used as

THE COMIN
festival meanii

protection against the emenations of l
the lower psychic plames. The placing
of a single rose befors statues and
pictures of the Goddess during this

season is traditioral.
i

ALL HERAS A hera is one who has
realised the full potentialities of )
humen existence. It will be seen that -
this is closely connected with the
Rosa #undi mystery, since she will
have reached the highest point of
contemplative unicn possivl: to a
scul in this life. lhus she has fully
tran3acended the earthly sphers and is
beyond the moiraic wheel of birth and
death as it operates on this plane.
Nevertheless, she may still be aware
of eartnly existence and lend her aid
to her sister souls 3till trapped
within the flux of time and blinded
by the veil of matter. Thus in an-
cient times, a particular hera was
often the spiritual guardian of a
particular terple or community. iIn
lnis age, the great herass of the mat-
riarcnal past are watching and aiding
the return to the Goddess. On this
day we honour them and seel their
help in our own spiritual journey,
tnat they may guide us 2ach toward
the realisation of her own true
hera-self.

ROSA MUNDI This most mystical of
festivals celsbrates the relation-
ship between the Mother and th2 self, )
sspecially as experienced in mystic
contexplation. The rose as symbol of '}
union, the flame as symbol of ecstasy
and the lark as symbol cf direct asc-
ent represert the inner experience of
contemplation; the soul's penetration
beyond the 'veil of mattsr into the
vibrant world of Spirit. There should
be some time in the day set apart for
contemplation. Fasting beforehand for



ING SEASON

ings & celebration &

at least twelve hours i3 recommended
as a preliminary. An infusion of
wugwort, loosastrife and chicory is

-a traditional aid to meditation for

this season. A handful of each ('3 oz
if dried) should be addaed to a pint
cf cold water, brought to the ooil
and simmered for ro more than two
minutes. It is then left to brew for
three hours. I{ may be used through-
out the fire and rose season, dut

_transition from the old 1ife to the

——

Goddess watches ovar us and preserves
us. Her eyes are ever upoa us, ior if
they closed on us for on2 instant, we
would cease to exist. This festival

celebrates the hiother ae Giver of re- <
surgen 1 3, .ﬁE—fiubnter (as Our
Lady of %he Dark Gateg) as tize Juide

cf ihe soul and her guardiarn in the

The symbol of

skioould not be used
regularly at otner
times. A glassiul is
taken befcre wmecitat-
ion. The infusion
will stay fresh for
about four days.

REGENERATION The
two remaining Iestiv-
als of summer form
part of the Kysteries
cf Life cycle, con-
cerned with the flux
of all lirfe urder the
hand of the Goaddess,
the journey of the

tnis festival is the
2ar cf zorn, newly rlp-
er.ed: "as 2n ear of
corn falls to the ground
that it may sprout anew,
30 every daughter of the
earth must Jdie and be
reborn in nar cyclz2".
Ears of corn, or bread
made from the firse
fruivs of the harvest
zay be offered at the
Rite on this day.

MOIRA'S DAY This day is
assigned tc the Genia orf
personal fate. In late

soul and the subtle
threads which draw a2ll things in
life together and zive them meaning
in relation to each other and to the
whola. They show forth the cycles of
existence and the Goddess as the
Source of all 1life to #hom all life
returns.

.The Festival of Regeneration-is
partIcularly concerned with the
transition between lives and the hem-

ginningsrnew life. Every soul who

hasg Bggvere 1f from her Mother

“dioves through countless existences,

whether in~this world or anothner or

in some state of existence quite in-
comprehensible to us in our preseat

state, before she reattains her full
selfhood in union with the Goddess,

And through all this journey, the

. af the Daughteri apd a sccurge. lhe
scales also symbolise ner ihe tee

‘a1l fare for the Testival.

antiquity, the day was
celebrated as tha rfestival of ) 3
ngoddess" of fate, who, liks Loira, waa
depicted carrying a wheel, an apple
bough (representing Avala, tae oax

ise

and swan are the creatures dssociated
with Re¥. Honey &nd Teed are trad‘tion-

The day falls within the Mysteries
of Life cycle, since moira is thse
thread which gives continuity to our
many lives. This is 3 day rfor examin-
ing the direction or one's soul and
wmaking resolutions for tne future. The
reading for the Rite is Crystal Tablet
1-11 and 42-48.

*gsea article:

"Who is Koira?", p.8 K



The Breach inthe TWorld-Wall |

Rall 4

hey had arrived at the place they were
desfined never to leave. They stood =t
the very perimeter of their world, where
the sky, like a petrified cataract, descend-
ed to the earth, making a wall as impenetr-
able as rock and as grey and opaque as the
heavens themselves. No one was there to tell
the travellers ‘hat this sandy waste had
once been fertile ground, scorched and blas-
ted by ‘ancient battlss on this very spot.
tattles which had ended only when the wall
had beer’ raised. None to say that this Great
¥all, that world's only protection against
unizmaginable terrors, had once been watched
over end guarded lest any breach be made in
its fastness. These travellers knew only
that peace and safety which the world had
knoan for many generations; so long that its
very cause nad been forgotten. They were en-
gagad in a dangerous venture, but did not
know it. Nor did they kncw that their only
protection lay ignored and neglected at the
ccntre of the cily from which they had come.

It was whisperings of treasure which had
brought them hence; of an ancient treasure
which would fall to whosoever could break
the enchantments which kept the wall in-
tact. farough lcng searching, these three
had gained xnowledge of the spells - thus
they accountad themselves wise; yet they had
never gained the wisdom which would have
taught them their true meaning. And they had
come to this place with their books and
their picks in search of wealth and power
and beauty that could be handled, possessed
and envied. As they workad their magic, they
saw the wall shimmer as though it would dis-
solve, and, seizing their picks, they struck
vhere it was veakes% before the old enchant-
ment could obliterate their inferior spells.

They paused in wonderment at the hole
they had made, for it was as though their
picks had gone through into notkingness, and
they could see only blackness beyond the
wall. Then one fell back with a cry, and out
of tke hole slithered a massive worm, which
under their gaze did spread its wings and
fly southwards toward the mountains and the

city. As they stood staring after it, a
mighty cudgel, like to a full-grown oak,
fell from behind and the three were slain
with one blow.

And there stood Eldroth, the giant from
the space between the worlds, he who had
vowed a vow that he should not rest until. -
that world lay ine nis thrall or else was
shivered in a thousand thousand fragments.
And regarding the bodies of the three not
more than a maid might regard those of ants,
he followed the loathsome creature and did
proceed toward the city.

* B O

The coming of the winged serpent, driving
the city at the foot of the mountains into
such panic as it had never known in all its
complacent history, was but the precursor
to horrors which to those whose waking lives
had known undisturbed calm, seemed &8s night-
mares come to life, And if the shock and
fear occasioned by its first arrival was
great, how much greater was it when the cre-
ature began to prey upon their animals, and
even on their children.

Nor was this all, for it was as though
the breaking of the wall had breathed an at-
nosphers of palpable evil over the world ani
disturbed the harmwony of 1ife, for friendly
beasts turned fractious and even vicious,
sudden unnatural downpours flooded the land,
and the very tools turned in the users' hand:
and spoiled the work., The earth-tremors fa1t
at noon on the third day were taken as a
further sign of the disturbarce of nature,
but by sunset all wvere wigser. For the shadow
of the giant fell across the city and his
voice and his threats echced in everyone's
ears. .

In seven days half the city lay in ruins,
for they did not lack courage, these people
of the city, although they had never before
faced adversity, and it was to them incon-
ceivable that they should kneel in submis-
sion to a foe, however mighty. There had
been no lack of noble warriors, both maids
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and men who would venture into the mount-
aing against the giant and the winged serp~
ent, but many had not returned and yet oth-
ers had been maimed or wounded. And Eldroth
bad taken revenge for every
attack on him by flattening

a portion of the city, hoping
thereby voth to show his
strength and to discourage

the people by making them

feel that resistance only
caused more deaths among the
innocent. For in truth he
craved the city's surrender
more than its destructionm,

and took scant pleasure in it.

[R5
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At the end of the seven
days, the leaders of the city
met together ir the palace %o
take counsel. The city had
become a place of fear and
gorrow; most, people reacted
with numb despair, some fev-
erishly argued that surrender
could not be worse than this.

E‘}@
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Even the noblest and the
best were losing hope. There
was not one at that gathering
who had not lost a sister or
a friend, a parent or a child
in the combat. The princess
bade each to give her coun-
gel,some spoke for surrender,
others were silent from a
sense of shame and dishonour.
Then one maiden, by name
Elan-ka, which means "Bright
Spirit" stood up amongst them
to make her report.

She and her sisters were
known as amongst the most ad-
venturous and courageous in the city. Earl-
ier they had slain two of the winged serp-
ent's brood - for her eggs bad now hatched
- in the act of carrying off two small
children. They bad been almost constantly
in the mountains seeking out the giant.
Tais maiden had suddenly come upon a bat-

IR

tle between Eldroth and another maid from
the city. No one had yet escaped death who

had come close enough to draw a sword upor
the giant, yet this maid was evidently skil-

ful. Elan-ka was hastening
to her aid when she roticed
something which made her
pause. The sword was const-
antly piercing the giant's
body, but even wnen it was
plunged in almost to the
hilt, it drew no blood, and
when it cut off Eldroth's
hand, the hand grew again in
minutes. The maiden fighting
was evidently too engaged to
be aware of the lack of blood
- and berore Elan-ka could
join her, she had fallen
under the giant's club.

When she had finished, the
princess's syes were troubled.
"Counsel you then surrender?”
"No" came the swift reply,
nthat 1s not to be thought of.
But we have been wasting our
efforts. We mow that no at-
tempt has been successful =~
because it caanot be. Zldroth
is not to be driven back by
the sword nor by fear of the
sword, nor any bodily aurt.
But there is anotner way. The

‘ only way."

"And that?"

"Sorcery." The word hung
in the air for a full minute

i before the princess repliiesd

faintly, "It is not permisted”

"Not to call on the lower
powers, no, I would not sug-

gest it. But on thne pigher - yes. Is it not
in the ancient tales? We have prayed - some
of us - to the Xost High Goddess.' And Sae,
¢f course, has given us courage’ end siren-
gth and prevented our surrender. Ard she
has led the souls of our sisters to Avala.
She it was who led me to the spot where I
could find the solution. Does Sne went



this world to be conquered dy evil? Loes
She want us all to die and the souls of tho
weak to oe enslavec by the foe? lo, I am
sure She does rot. And there is surely a
purpose in all this disaster, Lay it not be
that we should again have the knowledge and
the power cf hignh magic to use against the
2vil ones as did our most noble mothers?"

The counsel of Elan-ka prevailed, and
the first action of the princess was to
summon all the city people wise in ancient
lore. Those that came she askad what was
the cause of the present disturbances. And
_some were eloquent on cyclical phases, some
on the motions of the stars, yet others on
patterns of fate or the inharitance of
guilt. 3ut one very old blind maid, who had
aardly been aware of the disturtances until
the sumrons, said simply: "There has been a
oreach in the Great Wall. Repair it and all
will be welll When the princess asked her
how this was to be done, she asked to be
taken to the 0ld Throne Room. Once there,
she said: "See above the dais. Five jewels
in the pattern of a star. They are the key.
And as the princess looked, she almost des-
paired. For she could see, as the blind
maid could not, that the jewels were no
ionger there.
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But Elan-ka had not been mistaken. They
were all under the guiding hand of the Goad-
dess. The truth of this %ook root in the
princess's heart as she knel: in the 0ld
Treasury with the five jewels of the star
before her. Their finding was the herdest
task she had yet undertaken*® and she knew
there lay a harder before her, yet it might
so easily have been an impossibility, A
great sense ot peace came upon her as she
touched the stones with love and awe., For
they were no longsr a mere tool for the ban-
isament of Eldrotn, but were the key to the
regeneration of herself and her people.

The first time she had seen the jewels,
her only emotion had been relief. But when
she touched them each in turn, the black,
the white, the blue, the yellow and the
red, they had seemed alive with ancient

mystery and magic., If she had ever doubt-

ed that any jewels could have any power
over their dreadful adversary, she did so
no longer. When she held them she experi-
enced a serenity she had never before known,
yet at the same time there was the feeling
of shame and sorrow. She began to realige
that she was no wortiny daughter of those
who had built the city. Since the removal
of the jewels from the tarone room many gen-
erations ago - and she could not out feel
it had been dishonour had prompted it - the
city had slipped further and further from
its original purpose - the service of the
Goddess.

But the jewels had given the princesgs new
insight into tne purposes and mysteries of
1ifa. They were a link with the encient node
of living. #ith them ir her hand she felt
all 1life a prayer and a praising, and imew
what was missing in ner life and devotions
and in those of others -~ and what had
brougnt them to the brink of disaster: a
full sense of the guidance and presence of
the lost High Goddess. She vowed that in the
time to come - should it survive - the city
would be rededicated to Her.

L K I R R B 2R

The city smiths had fasnionzd a wand of
pure silver for the star mounting of the
jewels, and as tne princess lifted it in
blessing of the city and the jewel-light
streamed forth, new hope and new courage
were born in those who had counted themsel-
ves lost; and they were with ner in spirit
as she rode alone into the mcuntains to con-

{ front Eldroth -~ for ste would have no compan-~

ion, placing complete faith in the jewels.

As the ground shook under the giant's
coming, she stood waiting; when his shadow
fell against ths rock she trcmbled, for it
had long oesn a signt of terror in the city.
Yet 3ne litted the wand and tne zlow was re-
flected in the giant's eyes.

His roar transfixed the city; then the
ground cracked and masonry fell - and the
people rejoiced, for the giant was running.
running back whence he had come,

Contd.p.18



SAPPHO SPEAKS

appho lived in the city of Mitylene (named

after tne sister of the Amazon princess who
founded it) cn the island of Lesbos, some 2,600
yoars ago. She is arguably the test poet in
known history. .

Now it is claimed that the soul who once was
Sappho is in psychic contact with human beings at

(3, the preseant time. Crystal Vision of California has
§S;? oeen the recipient of several psychic communicat-

g

ions from her. On one occasion, a poem of 29 lines

was dictated to her, and
despite the fact that Crystal
does not write poetry, the entire
oem “"came through" in Less than ten
minutes. The poem 18 fairly "free" in
form, whereas Sappho always employed
strict metres - on the other nand, it
is doubtful whether her accustomed
Greek metres would work in English. The
poem is reproduced inside thée front
cover of this issue.

After this experience, Crystal tried to
contact Sappho by means of a ouija board.
She was successful, but Sappho instructed
her not to use the ouija bocard., She also
said that a return to matriarchy would be-
gin in forty years.

This last statement was clarified some
weeks later when, after writing a letter,
Crystal's pen felt as though it was being
pushed in her hand. She fetched a clean
shest of paper, and an address was trang-
mitted through the medium ot automatic
writing. Here are some extracts trom it:

"We are now entering a period of change
and upheaval. We must be prepared for this
period of intense chaos which is beginning
to occur. This period will be very diffi-
cult for many people on earth to endure.
There will be many calauwities happening on
earth, and many people will suffer greatly.

"I am communicating through this medium
in nopes of helping the women of the world
to regain the strengths and again establish
a matriarchy on the earth. This will be
coming out of the greater chaos that will
occur soon. Then harmony will be establish-

. ed on earth and you will see the dawn of

the Aquarian Age. At this time women will
regain the leadership spiritually and pol-
itically.

"Fresently many women are begianing to
reconstruct the spiritual ways ot the matri-
archies., This is important to the dawning
of the new age...

"Now it is time for all wcmen o make
the necessary changes. Then we will ve
strong erough to survive the next forth
years of the greater chaos. Through women
this change will become completed... then
all will regain harmony on earth ana the
Goddess will watch over all women...

"The rewards oI such a process are
greater than you could ever imagins at this
time. Women will need to be open to 'a lot
of changes in lifaztyle and living condit-
ions as modern ways are not conceivable
during great changes... Women hold ‘the
gracing (essence) of the changes to come.
We must accept this challengs and live up
to it. We will see the new age.”

Thanks to WomanSpirit, Box 263, Wolf

Creek, Oregon 97497.

ROSA MUNDI MEDITATION

"Like to the sea is the Spirit, ky Mother,
snd like to the waves upon the sea are all
Her creatures. No thing exists that exists
aot in Her. All things are in Her, yet She

is not in any thing." .
Teachings

’



ﬁeing hurman is a rare experience. This may be your
® first time. You may not do it again for thousands
of yearsg. Perhaps never. Cf course, it is more
likely that you have been human several times before,
and will be severel times again. Nevertheless, it is
still a rare experience.

A human being is, by definition, a soul using as
ner vehicle an animal bcdy o ths sp2ci2s homo sapiens
Before she eniered tne body she was not numen. Cnce
3she l2aves it she will zease to be auran. Similarly,
the "huran" body was not human uncil it became the ve-
hicle for souls., It is a common fallacy to say that
maidkind "evolved" from en eariier ape-like fcrm. Yhat
actually occurred was that a particular type of body

svclved until it became e suitable vehicle
for the incarnaticn of souls. Soul without
Wocdy 15 not’ huwan. 3ody without soul is not
human. As soon as soul entered body, human-
ity was formeé, no less humen and no more
human than we are today. That is why the
"rissing link"™ will never be found.

The first human teings vere very much
less rigidly bound to the body than we are,
and much mcre in tuns with the subtle
realms of nature and wita pure Spirit. The
so-called "cave man" is no% a primitive or
early form, but a much later degeneration.

The scul, of course, does not evolve
(despite the claims of certain materialist-
ic people who can only understand non-phys-
ical tnings by imagining them to ve exactly
like physical things). She is subject to en
entirely different process. Her development
(or otnerwisa) takes place not through any
inbuilt "evolutionary" tencdency, but solely
through the spiritual faculty of moral
choice, which creates her moira.

the collective nerme for humanity is maid
or maid«ind. This word comes from the same
root as "may", meaning "to be able"”, or to
havs the power to do something (thus "might"
both means “power" and is the past tense of
"may". It ic essentially the power to act:
or rot to act, *hus maid is literally "she
who chooses". We may note in passing that

"nau", on the other hane, comes Irom manas
(mensis, mental etc.) - the lower mind or
reason which responds only to the material
world, as opposed to intellect or wisdom -
jnana (gnosis), Sophia, both titles of the
liother - which has direct apprehensicn of
pure Spirit. We can thus see that modern
society is in the deepest serse man-made.

Choic2 is the essentia/ faculty of the
soul because sne is what she is wholly oae-
cause of her choices, Hder outward circum-
stances, from the greatest to the most

The Breach in the World Wall

The breach in the Great Wall was seeled
the next day. Th2 princess and those she
had chosen as Guardians of the Wall watchaé
in awe and wonder as tne jewel-light drew
the sides of the anle tocgethar untii it was
as it it kad never been. They esach pledged
a solemn vow to defend thz Wall against all
attacks from without and within, in the
Name of the kost High Coddess. And They re-
turned to the city, bringing with btaem %he
cudgel of the -giant for a thank offering in
the noly Temple.

* Regrettably, this story has besn consid-
erably shortened in order to fit intc the
magazine. In particular, the whole story of
the finding of tne jewels has been laft cut.



trivial, are nothing but a mathematicall
precise reflection of her inward spiritual
state. And that state is nothing but the
sum total of all her moral choices - that
is to say, her choices between Good and
evil, between God and antiGod - from the
beginning ot time to the present moment of
the present incarnation.

"Naid" is also connected with
the veil of matter; the material realm in
which her choice is crystal-'..
lised and worked out.

-7 The special quality of
- physical matter is its sol-
idity. Unlike the subtler
forms of matter, it is very
resistant to change. It
does not shitt with every
movement of our choice-fac-
ulty as does mental or as-
tral (emotional) matter. It
stays still. Now this pro-
vides the soul with some
very special opportunities.
When we try to meditate,
often the mind shifts and .
slithers and cannot be held
still. But if we paint a
picture or carve a statue,
it will not shift with the
ind, but will hoid its
shape and help to pull tne
mind back tc its object.
Again, we can use the spoken or written
word to mould our mental and emotional
matter into the shape we wish. Outside
physical matter we cannot call on these
aids. The mind and emotions run wild as
they do in dreams, unless the soul is
strong enough to tame them - and it is
when the soul has lost that strength that
she must descend into the physical to find
it again {(thus iv is said that one of the
gigns of & hera is that she can control
 her dreams). And again, the world, be-
cauge it is the reflection of the pure
Creation of the Goddess, manifests count
less symbols of pure Truth, trom the
seagons, light and darkness or the plan-
ets to flowers, birds and beasts, all

of which are rich in symbolic truth, pro-
vided we see them for what they really are
and not as mere "accidents" of the mater-
ial world.

?‘%’

This is the priceless opportunity of
human life. Yet we are told that human in-
carnation i3 "hard to obtain"; for having
thrown away that opportunity, it may be
long before it comes again. The great pit-
fall of human life is to_hscome—hypnotised

“— Dy the very solidity of.
paySical matter; ta. forget—
that it is an_"aid"_or
"prég"'ﬁblpinz us.-toward
Reality and to.mistake 1%
tor reality itself. This is
“the error of materialism -
the error which reduces maid
to "man™. This, therefore,
is the profound symbolic
signiticance of patriarchy.
The belief that meid "evol-
ved“from a lower physical
form is a blatant example of
this error. The belier that
the soul "evolves” like an
animal species is a suttler
version of the same thing.

Modern society is pervad-
ed by the materialist error.
It permeates its philosophy,
its everyday "common sense",
and even (perhaps especial-
ly) its religion. Yet for a soul. in human
incarnation, no error camn be more dangerous;
for this is the very error which 1s mest
calculated to induce her to waste the price-
less opportunity of that incarnation.

_Like a8 crutch, the world both limits and
supporis Us, Wit It we may learn to_ walk,
_ 80 that when on death 1: passes from us, ‘we
“will ve free. But If duriang this 11fe, we -

have treated _the crutch as an end in itself,

polishing’ it and decoba’lng 1t and showing

its tru;*bﬁrﬁose, then whug_}t is._ taxen
from g, we will fall.™

.Through the many supports of physical
Contd. p. 20



Discovering the Goddess

or me, Madrianism was not a sudden con~
version experience, but the end of a long
gearch. I have always had a deep "relig-
ious” feeling, and for some time vaguely
considered myself a Christian, But study-
ing the Christian gospels as history, I
became aware that they are inaccurats and
full of inconsistencies to sn extent which
must:  rule them out as genuine Divine rev-
elation. Prom then, I studied most of the
major religions, and in each of them, I
tound something that rang true. But in
each also, something seemed to be missing.
Besides, if one was true, what became of
the others? It is ofter said that all re-
ligiong are basically one. 1 telt in some
way that must be true. But such a simple
statement ignores all the very real con-
tradictions between religions.

When I first heard of Xadrianism, it
seemed unlikely that a small religion I
bad never heard of could hold the answer.
But one thing impressed me from the begin-
ning. 1t wasn't what Madrians said about
religion ~ it was what they said about
everything else. It suddenly made me real-~
ige what was missing in all the other re-
ligions. By a coincidence, my last Liter-
ature Circle paper put it so neatly that I
cannot do better than quote it here:

"Except when they are speaking on spec-
ifically 'religious' subjects, they in-
variably express views indistinguishable
from those ot the materialist,.. they
have no specifically spiritual analysis
ot the worid.”

hadrians see everything in the light of
the Spirit - and that is what really made
gense to me. If a thing as vast as God is
true, it must change everything.. How could
we possibly go on with the same philosoph-~
ies, the same politics, the same attitudes
as those who believe that the world is a
formless mass of accidental "facts". Bver=-
ything begins and ends in Spirit. Spirit
is the cause and meaning of buman life,
Spirit is not an optional extra to the
"real business of life", it /s the real

by Selina

business of 1ife. Politics, industry, phys-
ical science: these are the optional extras.

But I soon realised that AMadrianism also
solves the problem of the different relig-
ions. All religions are not one now, but
there was one tundamental ieligion in the
beginning, given to us by God Herself
Later, at the end of the greet matriarchal
period, the religicns split up. The East
kept the knowledge of reincarnation and
all sorts ot important Truths which the

" West lost. The West kept the truly personal

nature of God, the hMystery of the death
and resurrection and numerous other Truths
which the East lost. Neither orf them is
complete without the other.

Archaeology, comparative mythology and
other studies show us that this original
religion, all over the world, was the re-
ligion of the Goddess - what we now call
the tiadrian faith. .

Madrianism 1s the key to the puzzle -
the only thing which makes sense of every-
thing else. Without it the whole thing is
a meaningless tangle., With it everything
falls into place. I knew that my search
wag at an end.

Yet in reality, this was oniy the be-
ginning, for it was only when 1 had sorted
out these intellectual difficulties that I
was really able to let the Goddess into my
litfe and to know the joy of Her Presence.

Being Human

existence, we have the opportunity to
awaken our souls from tne dream of separ-~
ation, to see tne Eeal behind the veil of
matter. If we grip onto the transient
forms ot this world, then when they pass
trom us we will be in a formless void, but
if we use them as "supports" to 1lift us
beyond .them, then we will continue to rise
up into the Light when they ars gcne. We
do not need to become heras - we have only
to set ourselves in the right directicn.



the rose

pirit breathes through the manifestat-

jon of the material world. Everything on

the earthly plane bears a shadowy cor-
respondence to something in the Real world,
the world ot Spirit. [he def n of a
symbol is that it is_the earthly reflec¥ien-
of "s¢iie aspect of the cosmic dramg, It will

nave many levels of mweaninmgi it may even
reflect the inverted ima%f_%f,iﬁﬂ—hish‘p‘
Self. But—avoveBll;—that which is symbol-
-tged=cannob be expressed in”dny way other
thant orough a symbol; words alone are in-.
adequats to it. To "explain" a symbol ig.
1mpnsaiﬁ1§”5y—aiqcuséTBﬁ‘of‘lt, We can_
only prepare_the mind far the acf of di—
racf’Intellectual/intuitivs recognition ¢

by”hich alone its meanings™ can"be. ap-
prehended. The juxtapositfon of things
go- diverse on the material level as the
rose and the way or path, or the apple
and the mountain’/ may in itself help to
trigger an inner response to their deep-

er significance.

The rose as the symbol of the Summer
Mysﬁgrx_zspngsgnﬁg*mystie—union w{YE_fhe
" Goddess,—the-goal Qf | meditation_an ~2nd_the—,
central aim of 1life. The golden rose, Or

and the VVay

signifies perfection, and in this it is

exactly equivalent to the golden lotus, the
sacred fTower of the East., Both 8180 Te-
present renewal-or-rising into perrection
from imperfection;j the lotus emerging from
muddy waters, the rose unxolding from a
stem_of _thorns; and ia both~the~hidden cen-
tre is the radiant heart of their mystery.
— s

As the emblem of perfection, the rose

desire - and th ourney's endj the zoal_
of” the_ sgiritual quest which is -pre-emin=

ently symboliaeg_gx tHe Way or Eath._The

journey of the soul is the central mean-
ing of all religious practice; it has
been said that religion arnd the Way
are synonyms. In the Crystal Tablet
exigﬁgﬂ;n is described ag:tpe_follow>
AIng of a path, towards .Perfection or.-.
away from Her, &nd evefi——noice as a
crossroads. Symbolic “journeys are &
main theme of traditional lore: the
Quest and the Homecoming in: particular
reflect"the symbolism of the: 'Way, while
the pilgrimdge is a conscious imitation of
the spiritual journey..The extent to which
the sarthly counterpart is a means for the .

“the golden heart 0t the rose, “in-particular __achievement of the higher path depends upon

. “The universe is not.a "natural phenomen-
on"; it is a manifestation of Divine com-
passion. It is beautiful because it refle-
‘cts Her absolute beauty; it is imperfect
because it is only a reflection and not

the Reality. At every level it manifests
symbols of Her absolute Truth, which are
clear to anyone who has not fallen into the
error of seeing them as things-in-themsel-
ves of "facts". Throughout it breathes the
Spirit of Her Daughter, pure kaid and pure
God, asking us ta take Her hand, that She
may lead us from being human to being div-
ine. But we are maid - and so the choice

1s ours.
Sister Julia

the str&ngta of _purpose ;qﬁ»po;;;_g{_ggp’
ngnw;g" on o the ndividual p grim.

Another ritual enactment of the spirit-
ual journey is the treading or dancing of
the spiral Tabyrinths—fhe—spiral~path leads
tb,xh centre, representing the Still Heart

he._ CosmSEIfTE unchanging ngdess frgm
Whom all 1ife radiates, just as_the pil-.
grimage oftet"ended at the symbollcal "cen-
tre 6F the world" - the crux of "sdcred or
spiritual geography, as opposed fo the out-
ward and merely "factual" aspect to which
that science has been reduced in profane




D\

cultures. The_centre _waS_a-saered..placey
often the_site of & temple or altar,..the
"qo_iuaf Holies", a place for religious.
ritual, and a point of convergence for
psychic-ent “dances, performed. by

almoqt all traditional_;ultures, are .pre-

4

..

children 8 games. The ‘dance was seen as the
treading of & pathway-between” FRETWO
wotTds; through :he dance ope.enktered.
differenf state of bdlng._lh_naang_ixans-

fonmlng 2 sXpETIence.
W

The spiml pattern, especially the doub-
le spiral, is frequently found amorg the ar-
chaedogical remains of the late matriarchal
civilisations: for example in Crete,

South America, the Middle East,
Ireland and Greece., Later images
were often based on the Cretan
.lnhxrinth¢_§;22§¥§£3;52_§Eir-
al (see illustration) named

, the double-

for the 7ahr
axe emblem 6T matriarct

matriarchal
rule, As well as being at
the centre of the spiral,
the Goddess ig also the
guide_of the_goul-through
the labyrinthine pattern
f5§rTF§ maze could also
be a puzzle with talse
murnlngs and _choices, re-
flecting maid's position

in"1iTe], Whether the maze be a
ﬁuzzlgﬁgz_s.ﬁlhnlg_sgiral without
devlntion,—er_a convoluted spiral
winding back upon itself, inwards and out -~
wards, 1t always leads 1nE'_fV§’6wn centre
and its convolutions have nwwagtcal quals

ity. I'hey are a microcosmic refiection-of
the universe.

Three cosmic spirals can be identified:
the_descending spiral, the ascending spir-
al and the Divine spiral ng,dascsnd&ng‘

spiral is the sp he Easter kystery.
the desce ughter into death-and

Het<xehizjh4_dust as the spiral most often
has_seven paths (as above), so the Daugh-
ter pasaed through the seven gates of the
Nether world, descending lower and lower
as She went, until She reached the centre

| called by the phrase "seven

-, the chamber of Irkalla - where She met

Her death: "I have journeyed to the heart
of the abyss"2, Her rebirth at the centre
and Her ascent is the retracing of the
spiral back to the entrance. The children's
game "Heaven and Hell", a form of circular
hopscotch, places Hell at the centre, and
one reaches Heaven by hopping outwards; the
geme—is—a—last—rennant of the Lnaker—spiral
dance. The gpixnl_alsg_glmgg_iﬂ&a_aarthly;.‘

1ife, death and rebirth.,

The ascending spiral is the_Bgga liundi
spirdI; THe spiral of transformation. [Che
centre represents union with the Goddess;
to—Teach 1t is to be translafpd to E’hlgher

sphere - so there is no "coming ouL"
back to the earthly plane L_hﬁr&_
Ts a version of "Heaven and
dell" which reflects this,
placing Hell at the circum-
ference and Heaven at the
centre). It _is of thias _
spiral_that Our Lady has
said "The path that leads_ .
to the Real or further
from_it lies neither In
Space nor in time, bulb in
tne cholce between good
and evil, For Wy Wother is -
tKe Good and the Tight and
the—centre, and evil is all _,
that would draw_you from_lier
into the outer darkness."?_The
seven paths of this sriral re-
present the "seven thvens" (re-
eaven”). In
the Rite of Offering, The child simbolical-
ly ascends through the "seven spheres",
which represent the highest aspect of the
seven fundamental categories of being headed
by the seven "planetary" Geniae.

etern=-__

The Divine spiral is the spiral of eterr
al recﬁﬁ?fizzfzgit—ffﬁﬁﬁﬁ—gyaBolise either
the_unjon of the Hother with the Daugpter,
or of bother and Daughter wifth the Dark
Mother, or Absolute Deity..lt represents
“the movement between immanence and mani-_-
festation, between ifihalafion_and’ Exhal-_
ation, contraction and expansion.-This
movement I5_signified by what has been_
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