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PREFACE

This work provides the reader with a brief introduc-
tion, Greek text, and English translation of the fascinat-
ing though difficult document known as the Mithras Liturgy.
I initially prepared an introduction and translation of
the Mithras Liturgy for a seminar on the Hellenistic mys-
tery religions; the seminar was convened by Dr. Hans
Dieter Betz during the fall semester of 1975 at Claremont
Graduate School. My thanks to the participants in the
seminar for their helpful comments. In particular I thank
Dr. Edward O'Neil of the University of Southern California

for his perceptive suggestions.

Marvin W. Meyer
Claremont, California
February, 1976
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INTRODUCTION

The so-called Mithras Liturgy is included in this
series of texts and translations for several reasons. The
Liturgy 1is frequently mentioned in secondary literature,
and has been partially translated into English upon sev-
eral occasions, but i1t has not previously been available
in its entirety in English translation. Furthermore, the
Mithras Liturgy deserves the attention of students of
early Christian literature and the history of religions,
particularly Graeco-Roman religion: the Liturgy reflects
an important religious tendency of its day, a syncretistic
piety utilizing astrology and magic and emphasizing the
ecstatic ascent of the individual soul. Of additional in-
terest is the relationship of the Mithras Liturgy to the
previously known Hermetic literature and the recently dis-
covered tractates from Nag Hammadi (cf., for example, page
3, note b, below).

The Mithras Liturqgy is part of the great magical
codex of Paris (Papyrus 574 of the Bibliotheque Nationale).
Presumably compiled in the early fourth century C.E., this
codex contalns a variety of tractates,lhymns, recipes,-and
prescriptions, which were apparently collected for use in
the working library of an Egyptian magician. Lines 475-
834 of this codex constitute the Mithras Liturgy; these
boundaries for the Liturgy are suggested by the continulty
of thought within the Liturgy, by the punctuat;on atilized
by the scribe, and by the apparent transition to a differ-
ent section (lines 835-849: astrological calculations).
Interestingly, lines 467-474 parallel lines 821-823 and
830-834: thus the Mithras Liturgy is placed between two
closely related versions of spells utilizing lines from
Homer.

The Mithras Liturgy received its name and fame from
A. Dieterich. In 1903 Dieterich published his valuable
book, Eine Mithrasliturgie, in which he proposed that the
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text 1n question contains an official liturgy of the
Mithras cult, a Mithraic ritual for the ascent and immor-
talization of the soul. Although the Mithras Liturgy had
been later adopted and somewhat adapted by Egyptian magi-
cians, Dieterich concluded, the text still preserves the
highest sacrament in which the Mithraic initiate could
participate. However, since the publication of Dieterich's
pook, F. Cumont, R. Reitzenstein, and others have ex-
pressed skepticism concerning the Mithraic origin of the
Liturgy. Thus, such scholars have suggested that more
significant parallels to the Liturgy can be found in the
Hermetic writings, or in individualistic and private mys-
teries, or 1n Graeco-Egyptian syncretism, magic, and solar
plety. Yet the evidence amassed by Dieterich cannot be
easlly dismissed, for he highlights important echoes of
Mithraism in the Mithras Liturgy: particularly étriking
are the mention of "the great god Helios Mithras" (line
482) , the i1nvocation of the elements (lines 487-537), the
description of the fire-breathing god Aidon (lines 587-
616) , and the portraits of Helios (lines 635-637) and the
highest God (lines 693-704). Furthermore, the accounts of
Celsus (in Origen, Contra Celsum, 6. 21-22) and Porphyry
(e antro nympharum, 5-6 etc.) on Mithraism verify the
fact that such a liturgy for the soul's ascent as the
Mithras Liturgy could be quite compatible with at least
some expressions of Mithraism.

Consequently, 1t is advisable to conclude that the
Mithras Liturgy may indeed represent some variety of
Mithraism--though not, to be sure, Mithraism as it is
usually presented. If there 1is Mithraism in this papyrus,
1t 1s a Mithraism on the fringe, a Mithraism preoccupied
wltn 1ndividualism, syncretism, and magic. The Mithras
_lturgy may thus 1llustrate a direction taken by those
carrying on the Mithras tradition in Egypt.

The text of the Mithras Liturgy is composed of two

maln parts: a liturgical mystery of ascent (lines 475-750),
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and a set of instructions (lines 750-834) for the use of
the mystery. After the brief introduction (lines 475-
485) , the mystery of ascent presents the seven liturgical
stages for the soul's ecstatic journey: the soul thus en-
counters the four elements (lines 485-537), 1n theilir gen-
erative and regenerative aspects; the lower powers of the
air (lines 537-585), including the winds, bolts of thunder
and lightning, and meteors; Aion and the Aionic powers
(lines 585-628), as planetary guardians of the heavenly
doors: Helios (lines 628-657), young and fiery; the seven
Fates (lines 657-672) and, next, the seven Pole-Lords
(lines 673-692), both groups from the region of the fixed
stars, and both depicted in Egyptian fashion; and finally
the highest God (lines 692-724) , portrayed like Mithras
himself. After the conclusion (lines 724-750) to the mys-
tery of ascent, the instructions for the use of the mys-
tery present a scarab ceremony of the sun (lines 750-798) ,
provide instructions for the obtaining of the kentritis
herb and the fashioning of amulets (lines 798-830) , and
append two additional spells (lines 831-834).

The predominant place of magic within the Mithras
Liturgy deserves special mention. The entire text of the
Liturgy is permeated with magic, including breathing tech-
niques (cf. lines 537-538: drawing in breath from the
rays), special recipes (cf. lines 750-755: preparing the
cake for the scarab), magical rituals (cf. lines 767-769:
burying the scarab), amulets (cf. lines 659-660: kissing
the amulets), and magical formulae. The magical formulae
themselves are diverse 1n character: some seem onomato-
poetic (cf. line 488, PPP: ﬁaking a popping sound, possib-
ly like thunder), symbolic (cf. line 487, AEEIOYO: using
the seven vowels in a series), Or perhaps glossolalic (cf.
line 492, EY EIA EE); some seem derived from or imitative
of Greek (cf. line 562, PROPROPHEGGE: Primal Brightener?) ,
Egyptian (cf. line 672, ARARMACHES: Horus of the two

horizons:; and line 717, PHRE: Re, the Sun), oOr Semitic
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words (cf. line 591, SEMESILAM: Eternal Sun; and line 593,
IAO: Yahweh).

The Greek text which follows is that of K. Preisen-
danz, though a few minor changes have been made (e.g., the
paragraphing). Regrettably, only a few notes can be pro-
vided here; for additional information the reader is re-

ferred to the following selected bibliography:

Dieterich, Albrecht. Eine Mithrasliturgie (19031. 19102,
edited by Richard Wiinsch. 19233, edited by Otto
Weinreich, reprinted Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche

Buchgesellschaft, 1966). For the reactions by other

scholars to Dieterich, see the "Nachtrige" (19233),
2L9fF.

Hopfner, Theodor. Griechisch-agyptischer Offenbarungs-
zauber (Studien zur Palaeographie und Papyruskunde,

21, 23. Leilpzig: Haessel, 1921, 1924; republished
Amsterdam: Hakkert, 1974-). |

Nilsson, Martin P. Geschichte der griechischen Religion
(2. Aufl. Munchen: Beck, 1961), vol. 2, 670, 686ff.

Nock, Arthur D. "Greek Magical Papyri," Journal of Egyp-
tian Archaeology 15 (1929) 219-235. Reprinted in
Nock, Essays on Religion and the Ancient World (Cam-

bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1972), vol.
l, 176-194, especially 192ff.

Papyri Graecae Magicae: Die griechischen Zauberpapyri.
Edited and translated by Karl Preisendanz. 2 Aufl.

edited by Albert Henrichs (Stuttgart: Teubner, 1973),
vol. 1; 88=101.

Smith, Morton. "Observations on Hekhalot Rabbati," in
Biblical and Other Studies, edited by Alexander Alt-
mann (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,
1963), 142-160, especially 158ff,.

Wessely, Carl, editor. Griechische Zauberpapyrus von
Paris und London (Denkschriften der kaiserlichen
Akademie der Wissenschaften in Wien, philosophisch-
historische Classe, 36. Wien: Kalserliche Akademie
der Wissenschaften, 1888). '
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(475) "IAad( woL, HpdvoLa unal wuxﬁ,l Tdbe YPdpovTL
T <&>npara,2 napadoTa puothpLa, udve 8 Ténve &davao lav
AELD, uéoraL3 TNC NUETEpPag Suvvduewe Tadtnge (xpn odv oe,
O d0yatep, AauBdvelrv (480) yuloUc RBoTavdv ual L8V THV
L[EA]AOVTWVY ool <unvudriceoSaL> év T® TéAeL TOoD LeEpoD pou
ouvTAaYUaTog), Nv O uéyagc 9eodc “HAiLoc M(9pac éudrevoév
HoL peTtadodfivar LMo Tod dpxayyvéAouvu adtol, Onwc &€yd udvoc
at<r>nrhg4 oVpavov Balvw (485) umal maTonTeLw TAVTA.
EotLyv 8¢ ToD Adyou H&e N uAfioLc:®
"[T]eveoiLg mpdtn TAC &UAC YEVECEWC® QENLOLW,
&oxn Tfig éufic &oxfi<c> mpdtn it ¢&¢ dd[°]1,
nvedua mveduatog, Ttol év €uol mveduatoc (490)
TEOTOV L,
n0p, TO elg &uUNV UPAOLY THV &V &uol UPACEWV
deodipntov, ToD €v &uol mMupdc MPHTOV nu
nLo €n, | |
Véwp V&atog, 1ol &v fuol UBATOC MEATOV wWWW
Q00 EEE,
obola YEDSNg tTfig év éuol ololagc yeddoug mpdTn
(495) un vwn,
odua TEAELOV €pod Tod Selva tThAg Selva,
SLanenilacuévov OO Bpaxlovoc &vtliuov Kal
BEELAC XELPOC &eddpTou év dpwTloTy Hal
Stavyel udoup, €v Te &YOxe nal EYPuXwuéve

Nt AL ELVWLE.,

1. The goddess Psyche, "Soul." Dieterich and Wessely
read Toyxyn, "Fortune."

2. The term anpata may mean "unsold," "unprostitu-
ted," or "undefiled"; Preisendanz suggests "unverkauf-
lich." Dieterich takes the mnpata of the MS as the Doric
of nmpwta, "first."

3. Dieterich: &Etle wdotyp, "an initiate worthy (of)."

4. Dieterich emends the auntng of the MS to aintdg,
the Doric of &etdg, "eagle." On the possibility of the
eagle as an initiatory grade within Mithraism, cf. Por-
phyry, De abstinentia, 4. 16.



(475) Be gracious to me, O Providence and Psyche,
as I write these mysteries handed down <not> for gain but
for instruction; and for an only child I request 1mmor-
tality, O initiates of this our power (furthermore, 1t 1is
necessary for you, O daughter, to take (480) the juices
of herbs and spices, which will <be made known> to you
at the end of my holy treatise), which the great god
Helios Mithras ordered to be revealed to me by his arch-
angel, so that I alone may ascend into heaven as an
inquirer (485) and behold the universe.

This is the invocation of the ceremony:a

"First origin of my origin, AEEIOYO,

b ppp $8$ PHRI'],
spiritC of spirit, the first of the spirit (490)

in me, MMM,

first beginning of my beginning,

fire given by god to my mixture of the miXxtures
in me, the first of the fire 1in me, EY
EIA EE,

water of water, the first of the water in me,

OO0 AAA EEE,

earthy substance, the first of the earthy sub-
stance in me, (495) YE YOE,

my complete body (I, whose mother 1s

d), which was formed by a noble arm

and an incorruptible right hand in a world
without light and yet radiant, without soul
and yet alive with soul, YEI AYI EYOIE:

— = i ———

a. Or "spell"; note also, below, the translation of
rOyoc with "prayer.”

b. Cf. On the Eighth and Ninth (Nag Hammadi Codex VI,
tractate 6), page 60, line 20. With regard to the Mithras
Liturgy in general, cf. this tractate as well as another
Hermetic tractate, (Corpus Hermeticum XIIL.

c. "Spirit," "breath," "wind": nvedua as one of the
four elements.

d. Here the initiate was supposed to introduce his
own name and that of his mother. This formula appears

several times in the Liturgy.



tav 6e LUTv 8AEn uetepta (500) @wd: (pedSapda
enpLn €v aiAp) tepelad,

LE TaTapaddval HE TH AdavAaTty YEVEOEL, éxouévmgl
T UTMOKELUEVT) HOL QUOEL *

tva HETA TNV éveoTtdoav nal oeddpa HATETE L YOoLodv
uwe Xpelav énontevow TNV &ddd&vatov (505)
AoxNV TH &d9avdTe MVeLUATL AVXPEPOEVECOU-
PLOLYX"®

T &SavdTe LSaTL EpovouLl TNaparouvvny,

TP oTepewTaTy A€pL €rLoan YevapPwd,

tva vouaTL UETAYEV<V>NI® UPaOoXPoE P OLW
EVAOXOUAL ,

(510) wnal mvedon &v éuol 1O LePOV MVETUA VEXIEV
QAMOTOL VEXULV QPTL N9,

tva Sdavpdow TO Lepdv ndp uvee,

tva dedowpar TO ABLOCOV THC AVATOANC épLurév
VOWP VLW VYECW EXW OUXLEYXWA,

wal dxovon uov O Cwoydvoc (515) mal MEPLHEXUL-
pevog aldip apvoundy,

Entel wéAAM MaTOMTEVELV ORuEPOV Tolc &davdtoLc
OUUAOL ,

9vntog vevvndelg én dvntig LOTEPAC, PBEREATLW-
pévog ONO updtoug UHEYaAoSuvduouvu nal SeELdc
XELPOC &wddptouv (520),

&9avdte mveduatt TOV dddvatov Aldva ual
SeondTtnVv TOV TMLVPLVWY SLadnuatwv,

dyloiLgc &yLaoc9elgc ayLAoupaol ,

dylagc LweocTOoNg pouv TPoOg bALyov TAg &vdpwrnlivng

wov YuxLKNg SuvAueEwc,

l. So Preisendanz; MS: e€XOouevog, which Dieterich
emends to €xouevov, "held."



now if it be your will, METERTA (500) PHOTH
(METHARTHA PHERIE, in another place)a
IEREZATH,

give me over to immortal birth and, following
that, to my underlying nature,

SO that,b after the present need which 1s press-
ing me exceedingly, I may gaze upon the
immortal (505) beginning with the immortal
spirit, ANCHREPHRENESOYPHIRIGCH,

with the immortal water, ERONOYI PARAKOYNETH,

with the most steadfast air, EIOAE PSENABOTH;

that I may be born again in thought, KRAOCHRAX
R OIM ENARCHOMAI ,“

(510) and the sacred spirit may breathe 1n me,

NECHTHEN APOTOY NECHTHIN ARPI ETH;

so that I may wonder at the sacred fire, KYPHE;

that I may gaze upon the unfathomable, awesome
water of the dawn, NYO THESO ECHO
OYCHIECHOA,

and the vivifying (515) and encircling aether
may hear me, ARNOMETHPH ;

for today I am about to behold, with lmmortal
eyes—-

I, born mortal from mortal womb, but transformed
by tremendous power and an incorruptible
right. hand (520) t==

and with immortal spirit, the immortal Aion and
master of the fiery diadems--

I, sanctified through holy consecrations!--

while there subsists within me, holy, for a

short time, my human soul-might,

e m———

___.-—.—-—_.—-—_l—i——-—-—--_—- — -

2. One of the several variant readings suggested by a

scCribe.
b. Preisendanz takes the (va-clauses as independent

clauses.
c. Apparently used here as part of the magical utter-

ance, é&vdpoxoual is Greek for "I begin.”



nv éyow mdALv (525) upetanapaAdluloual HETO TNV
EVEOTOOAV Hal HATETMELYOULOAV UE TILHEOAV
avdyunv AaAxpeorodnntov,

Eyw & 8elva, ov B &elva, uata 8dyua deod
duetddeTov €UN VLG ENL aw ELAUV LLA LEW.

tntel oOn €oTLV oL E@LrTOV SvunTtoOv (530) yYeydTa
ovva<v>Leval Talg XPUOOELSECLVY HapUapLUYALC
The adavatouv Aaunmnddvog wnu AEwW NUA EWN
VOE WLAE,

EotadL, @daptn Bpotdv @lOL,

wal adTlura <&vdroBé> pe LOYLA petad Thv dnopal Tn-
tov nal uatene[(]yovoav (535) xpelav.

Eyn Ydo elul O viogc Yuxw[v] SenovL TEOXW TEWO,

EYW ELUL paxoe@[.]Vv pouv mpwduxwv TPwE."

EAne &no tdv autivwv mvedua v’ &vaondv, O &bval[o]at,
wal O6yn ceavtodv dvamovpLlTduevov [n]al (540) bnepPalvovta
etg OYog, wote oe Somel [v n]éoov tol dépogc elvaL. obdSevog
8¢ &uoloelL [0]8Te &vdpdnou olte TPou &AA<oL>, 00S8E BYn
o0&EV TV E&nl yfic dvntdv év Exelvn TH Opa, mdvta & Eyn
&9dvata: &Un vap éxelvng Thc Nuédpac (545) umal TAC dpac
9elav 9¢oLv, Touc moAevVovtac &vaBalvovtac eitc obpavov
9eolc, GAlouvc 6¢ matapBalvoviac. 1N 6 mopela TOV OpwuUEVwV
9edv 8La Ttol &Sloumov, matpdg uov, Yeol, aviocetal, Ouolwc
5 nal O maroduevog adAdc (550), B &dpxn TOD AeLTOULPYOUVTOC
dvéupov® 8Yn yop &no tod Slonou bg adAov upeuduevov. elc
5¢ TA uépn TA MPEOC AlLBa A&népavTtov oltov AMnNALdTNV, £€av 7

UEUANPWLEVOC €lc TA ue€pn ToO AMNALOTIOUL, Hal O ETeEPOC



which I will again (525) receive after the
present bitter and relentless necessity

which 1s pressing down upon me--

immutable decree of god, EYE YIA EEI AO
EIAY IYA IEO!

Since it is impossible for me, born (530) mor-

99 whose mother 1is , according to the

tal, to rise with the golden brightnesses
of the immortal brilliance, OEY AEO EYA EOE
YAE OIAE,

stand, O perishable nature of mortals,

and at once <receive> me safe and sound after
the inexorable and pressing (535) need.

For I am the son PSYCHO[N] DEMOY PROCHO PROA,

I am MACHARPH[.]N MOY PROPSYCHON PROE!"

Draw in breath from the rays, drawing up three times
as much as you can, and you will see yourself being lifted
up and (540) ascending to the height, so that you seem to
be in mid-air. You will hear nothing either of man or of
any other living thing, nor in that hour will you see any-
thing of mortal affairs on earth, but rather you will see
all immortal things. For in that day (545) and hour you
will see the divine order of the skies: the presiding
godsa rising into heaven, and others setting. Now the
course of the visible gods will appear through the disk of
god, my father; and in similar fashion the so-called
"bipe" (550), the origin of the ministering wind. For you
will see it hanging from the sun's disk like a pipe. You
will see the outflow of this object toward the regions
westward, boundless as an east wind, 1if it be assigned to

the regions of the East--and the other (viz. the west wind) ,

——— -

a. Moving, revolving heavenly bodies, which may in-
fluence human affairs and preside over the days.



duolwg etg ta uépn (555) Td énelvou, &Yn THV A&nowopdv TOU
opduatoc: OYn 6& Atevilovtde ool TOoUC Seolce nal énl oe
OPHWUE VOUC .
oL 8¢ e09éwg &nld9ec SeELOV duTturov £nl TO oTdua Hal
AEYE.
"oLyn, ouvyn, ouyn,
cvuBoAov 9eol Tadvtog &eddptou:
(560) @UAQESVY pe, oLyh vexdeLp Savueiou, "
EneLTa oVPLOOV HAKPOV CUPLYLOV, E&neLTa TAMNMUOOV ALYWV
"TIOOTIPOPEYYN HOPLOC TIPOYLPE TIPOWPEYYN VEUEDLPE
QOUVEVTEV TILTNTUL HEWUL EVAPY QPUOPUEXW
JupLbapLw (565) Tven OLABa,"
wal téTe BYn ToLC deolc ool eduevdE EuBAETOVTIAC MOl
unketL €nl oe Oppwugvoug, A&Ala mopevoudvouc &nt TNV L&Lav
TAELY TOV TMPaAYULATWV.

otav odv [6ng ToOVv &vw ndouov nadapdv (570) nal

Sovolduevov ual undéva Tdv dedv A AyyvErwv Op<u>dUEVOV,
npoocSouna BPOoVINg HEYAANC AuoVoeodal UTUMOV, WOTE OE
EuntAaynvar. oL 8¢ ndiLv Adye.

"ouyn, oLyn (Adyog),

EYW eluL oduniavog Lulv dothp,

nat €u (575) tod RdSovg &dvaldumnwv oEv o

EepOevy. "

Tadtd oov elndvioc €0 wec 6 Slonoc AMAWIMoETAL. UETS S&
TO elmelv oe TOV B’ Adyov, Omou "oLyh, oLyRA" ual TN
dudiovda, olVpLoov B’ wnal mdnnuoov B’, ual eOItwc BYn A&nd
Tol &lonov (580) A&oTépac TMPOTEPXOUEVOULC TEVTASAUTUALOLOUC

nAelotoug ral mimAdviag dAov TOV &dépa. oL 6 mAALV ALYE.

"oLryn, oLyYn."



similarly, toward its own (555) regions.a And you will
see the gods staring intently at you and rushing at you.
So at once put your right finger on your mouth and

say:

"Silence! Silence! Silence!

Symbol of the living, incorruptible god!

(560) Guard me, Silence, NECHTHEIR THANMELOY!"
Then make a long hissing sound, next make a popping sound,
and say:

"PROPROPHEGGE MORIOS PROPHYR PROPHEGGE

NEMETHIRE ARPSENTEN PITETMI MEOY ENARTH

PHYRKECHO PSYRIDARIO (565) TYRE PHILBA."

Then you will see the gods looking graciously upon you and
no longer rushing at you, but rather going about in their
own order of affairs.

So when you see that the world above is clear (570)
and circling, and that none of the gods or angels 1s
threatening you, expect to hear a great crash of thunder,
so as to shock you. Then say again:

"Silence! Silence! (the prayer)

I am a star, wandering about with you,

and shining forth out of (575) the deep, OXYb

O XERTHEYTH."

Immediately after you have said these things the sun's
disk will be expanded. And after you have said the second
prayer, where there is "Silence! Silence!" and the accom-
panying words, make a hilssing sound twice and a popping
sound twice, and immediately you will see (580) many five-
pronged stars coming forth from the disk and filling all
the air. Then say again:

"gilence! Silence!™

T e o L - L =
a. Or, with slightly different punctuation: "For you
will see it hanging like a pipe from the sun's disk, to-
ward the regions westward, boundless as an east wind, 1f
it be assigned to the regions of the East; but 1f the
other (viz. the west wind) be assigned, similarly, to its
own (555) regions, you will see the reverse of the sight.”

b. Perhaps 6E¥0, "brightly."
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nal Tol &lonov &vuyévtog 8ym &nupov udriwua xal SVpac
nupltvag AmMonerAeLouévac (585).
oL &6€ e0d¢wg Slwne TOV LMore(pevov Adyov uauudov
gouv Tovg O6@daAuodc. Adyog Yy ' -
"Endnovoov uov,
arovodv pov, tToL 8elva TAC Selva,
HWOPLE, O ouvbrijoag MVeLUATL Ta nopLva KANdpa TOU
TETPAP L CWuaTtoc (590),
TTUPLTIOAE TIEVTL TEPOULVL,
PwTOC nTloTa (ol 64- ocuyuAeloTa) ZeupeoiLiau,
MUPLTIVOE YUPLVEPEL,
nuptdvue ‘Idw,
NMVELHATAPWS wal,
MLUPLXAPN EAOULPEE,
noAAlowg alat,
ALV axBa,
(595) QWTOUPATWE TEMMEP TPEETEUTLTIL ,
MUPLOWHATE QVOUNVLOX,
pwTodWwTAQ,
TIUPLOTIOPE APEL ELULTQ,
VP LUAOVE YaAlaBaABa,
PWTORLALE QLW
nupLdiva mupLxLBooonia,
PWTOK LVNTA CTAVXEPWR ,
HEPAVVOUAOVE (600) n wn LwnLw,
PwTOC uAdogc Beeyevnte,
aOENCLOWC TOLOLVEQLEV,
MUPLOXNOLPWS COUVOLVEPL apeVPRaPAalEL HAPUAOEVTIEUV,
AocTpoSAua
AVOLESVY LOL, TPOTMPOYEYYN EULEJELPE UOPLOLOTULEN-
©LABQ,

l. A reference to the four elements? Here the MS
has A ALZwuotoc (Wessely reads A Si.lwupatogc). Preisendanz
has tetpaAlLlwuatog, and suggests, as a possible transla-
tion, "viermal gewundenen (?) Gurtels."



Ll

And when the disk is open, you will see the fireless
circle, and the fiery doors shut tight (585).
At once close your eyes and recite the following
prayer. The third prayer:
"Give ear to me,
hearken to me, whose mother 1is ,
O Lord, you who have bound together with your
breath the fiery bars of the fourfold (590)
root,
O Fire-Walker, PENTITEROYNI,
Light-Maker (others: Encloser), SEMESILAM,
Fire-Breather, PSYRINPHEY,
Fire-Feeler, IAO,
Light-Breather, OAI,®%
Fire-Delighter, ELOYRE,
Beautiful Light, AZAI,
Aion, ACHBA,
(595) Light-Master, PEPPER PREPEMPIPI,
Fire-Body, PHNOYENIOCH,
Light-Giver,
Fire-Sower, AREI EIKITA,
Fire-Driver, GALLABALBA,
Light-Forcer, AIO,
Fire-Whirler, PYRICHIBOOSEIA,
Light-Mover, SANCHEROB,
Thunder-Shaker (600), IE OE I5EI5,
Glory-Light, BEEGENETE,
Light-Increaser, SOYSINEPHIEN,
Fire-Light-Maintainer, SOYSINEPHI ARENBARAZEI
MARMARENTEY,
Star-Tamer:
open for me, PROPROPHEGGE EMETHEIRE
MORIOMOTYREPHILBA,

— e e e -

a. A permutation of the divine name IAO. Cf. also
AIO (below, line 598).
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O5TL émuumalolDuaLr (605) €vera TNC HATETELYOLONC
wol TLrEdc ual &mapalthitou &vdyung T
un&énw Ywenoavta elc dvntnv eboLv unde
opocVévTa £V SLapdpdoetl LMo &vdpwrlvng
yadoone i 9vntod @ddyyou fi Suntic @wviic
&9dvata Codvta (610) mal Evtiupa 4dvéuata-

NEW ONEW LWW ON NMEW NEW ON EW LWW ONNE WNE WOM
LN NW Ow ON LEW ON WON LEW ON LEEW EN LW

On LON WNW EON CEW WLN WLN €W OL LLL Nmon

WUN NWONE €w NniLa ana ena (615) neen €en
EEN LEW NMEW ONEEON NEW NULW ON ELW NW WN WN
€EE 00O vLLWN."
tadta ndvta AEYE LETA TLVPOC Hal TMVELUATOC TO TPEDTOV
AmoTeAdV, elTta Oduolwg TO 8eVTEPOV APXOUEVOC, EWC EUTEAEOTC
tobe (620) T' &9avdtoug deovg tol mdboupov. Tadbtd ocou
e tndvtoc &novoel PBpoviig nal uAdvou ToOU nsouéxovfog.
duolwe 6& oceavtdv alodndoel Tapoacoduevov. oL & TAALV
AEYE
' (ASvog) 4
elta &voLEov ToLC O@IaALOVE Kol &Y dvemyufag (625) Tac

"O'L'Yﬁ'

90pac nal TOV udouov TOV Jedv, &g £oTLv €VTOg TAOV SLPHV,
Sote &nd thc ToD 9deduatoc Ndoviic nmal THS Xapdg TO Mvedud
OOU OCUVTPEXELV ual AavapBalveLv.
otdc o0V e0IEwe EAne &no tod Jelov &Tevilwv ELC
CEQULTOV TO TMvelua. Otav (630) odv &noratacTadil COL N
yuxnh, Aeye*
"nodoerde, ubpLe, apxavdapa @wTala TLELEWTA
CaBUILE ETLHEVUEPO QOPAOMV EPLN TEOVEL
popadL . "
to0to eindvtoc otpapricovtatl Enl oe al AuTLVEG: E£0LOE
adTGY péoov. &tav (635) odv Tolto moirong, dun Seov
VEOTEPOV, EVELST, TLELVATELXA, €V XLTOVL Aeun® nal
YAULUOL Mourivn &xovia mUpLvov OTEPavov. €eLIEwWC AGomaoal

adTOV TO TMuplve ACTIACTLUE®
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because, (605) on account of the pressing and
bitter and inexorable necessity, I invoke
the immortal names, living and honored,
which never pass into mortal nature and are
not declared in articulate speech by human

tongue or mortal speech (610) or mortal

sound:

EEO OEEO IOO OE EEO EEO OE EO IOO OEEE OEE OOE
IE EO OO OE IEO OE OOE IEO OE IEEQO EE IO OE
IOE OEO EOE OEO OIE OIE EO OI III EOE OYE
EOOEE EO EIA AEA EEA (615) EEEE EEE EEE IEO

EEO OEEEOE EEO EYO OE EIO EO OE OE EE 000
YIOE."

Say all these things with fire and spirit, until completing
the first utterance; then, similarly, begin the second,
until you complete the (620) seven immortal gods of the
world. When you have said these things, you will hear
thundering and shaking in the surrounding realm; and you
will likewise feel yourself being agitated. Then say again:
"Silence!" (the prayer)
Then open your eyes, and you will see the doors (625) open
and the world of the gods which 1s within the doors, so
that from the pleasure and joy of the sight your spirit
runs ahead and ascends.

So stand still and at once draw breath from the di-
vine into yourself, while you look intently. Then when
(630) your soul 1is restored, say:

"Come, Lord, ARCHANDARA PHOTAZA PYRIPHOTA
ZABYTHIX ETIMENMERO PHORATHEN ERIE PROTHRI
PHORATHI."

When you have said this, the rays will turn toward you;
look at the center of them. For when (635) you have done
this, you will see a youthful god, beautiful in appearance,
with fiery hair, and in a white tunic and a scarlet cloak,
and wearing a fiery crown. At once greet him with the

fire-greeting:
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"WwOpLe, Xalpe,

LEYOALOOVVAUE, UE<YA>AoupaTwo, (640) PBaOLAED,
néyLoTE 9edv, "HALe, 6 ndpLog tol olpavol
wal TAc YAg, 9e& Sedv,

(oxVeL oouv 1N MvoLn,

LoxVelL ocouv N &OvVauLg, HLVPLE"®

Eav ool 846En,

AyyeLAdY LE TY UEYLOTQE Ve,

T o yevviAoavTL xal ToLNoAvTL,

dtL &vOpwtoc,

tvyd & 8elva Thg Selva, (645) yevduevog €u dvnTig
votepac TN Setlva wal (xX®pogc OMEPUATLUHOD

wal, ofuepov ToUTou LMO CoL PE<TA>YEVVNIEVTOC,
£ TooOUTWV HLE LAWY AmadavaTLodelg £V
TaOTn TH 0P Hatd 8dunoLv deol, OLMEPBAAAOV-
Twg ayadou,

nopoonvvnoal oe (650) AgLotl

wal SEeTal HaTd dVvauLv dvdpwrlvnv

(Lva ouvvrtapaldBnge Tov ThAg onuepov Auépag ual
Hoac wpovouov, @ dvoua dpadLcol s LOPLEOK,

tva @avelc yxenuation év talg dyaSalg wWpaLg: EWPW
OWPOE WPPL WELWP PwE PwL (655) wp pewpwpPL
EWO EWP EWP EWPE) ."

ta0Ttd oov eimdvtogc &AreVoeTalL e€lLg TOV MOAOV, nal OYn adTOV
nepLntatoOvVTa Og €v 06p.

ob 66 A&TeVv(iTwv Kol UOHWUO HLOUPOV UEPATOELEDSG, OAOV
anodLdobe O mvedua, Racavilwv THV Aaydva, HLKED nal
waTa@lAeL (660) T @ulanThELa nal Aéye, mP®dTOV €lg TO
SEELOV®

"QUAAEOVY UE TIPOCULUNEPL .

a0t etndv 8yn 9¥pagc dvoLyouévag xal Epxougvag Eu
100 BdOouc T’ mopdévoug &v Buvoolvoirg, Gonibdwv Mpoowta
tyoboac. abtal nalodvtal odpavold (665) Toxai, upatoloal

yovoea BpaRela. Tadta (&dwv dondlov obLTwg-



15

“Harl-ewOulorads

Great Power, Great Might, (640) King, Greatest
of gods, Hélios, the Lord of heaven and
earth, God of gods:

mighty 1s your breath;

mighty 1s your strength, O Lord.

If it be your will,

announce me to the supreme god,

the one who has begotten and made you:

that a man--

X whose mother 1is , (645) who was

born from the mortal womb of and from
the fluid of semen,
and who, since he has been born again from you
today, has become immortal out of so many
myriads in this hour according to the wish
of god the exceedingly good--
resolves to worship (650) you,
and prays with all his human power
(that you may take along with you the horoscope
of the day and hour today, which has the
name THRAPSIARI MORIROK,
that he may appear and give revelation during
the good hours, EORO RORE ORRI ORIOR ROR
ROI (655) OR REORORI EOR EOR EOR EORE!)."
After you have said these things, he will come to the
celestial pole, and you will see him walking as 1f on a
road.
Look intently, and make a long bellowing sound, like
a horn, releasing all your breath and straining your
sides: and kiss (660) the amulets and say, first toward
the right:
"Protect me, PROSYMERI!"
After saying this, you will see the doors thrown
open, and seven Vvirglns coming from deep within, dressed
in linen garments, and with the faces of asps. They are

called the Fates- (665) of heaven, and wield golden wands.

When you see them, greet them 1in this manner:
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"valoeTe, al T’ ToOxaL tod oVpavol, oeuval ual
dyadal mapdévol, Lepal natl OuodlaLtoL TOD
LLVLLLEPOWOP, 'al &yLdTaTaL QUAGK LOCQL TOV
TECTAPWY OTUALOUWV.

(670) xalpe, n mpwtn, XPEYevVIANg,

Xxatpe, N » WEVEOXENG,

r HEXOQV,

AP AP HAXNC

y EXOHULTY,

, TLYXvovbéang,

e e
Mm O O <

XalpE,
Xa.l PE,
YOQATUPE, TN

a

XQLPE, N

xatpe, n C', €pov poupping.”
nooépxovTtalL 8¢ nal &tepol L’ deol Tavpwv UEAAVWV
nodowna &xoviec &v mepLlduaocLy (675) Airvolg natexovteg C°
SLadhuata xpvoea. ovtol eloLv ol HAAOVOUEVOL TIOAOUPATOPEC
00 olpavol, oLgc el oe domndocoocdalL Ouolwg e€nacTov TG (Sl
adTOV OVOUQTL * |
"YalpeTE, OL UVWOAHOPUAAKES, OL Lepol nal
A LULOL VEQVLOL,
ol otpdwovtec (680) LMO Ev uéAevoua TOV
neptdLlvntov told HOMAoOL AEova Tol oVLPAVOU
wal Bpovtdac nal &doTpamdg mal CELOUDV Hal
KePALVOY PRoAldagc &pLévTeg elg duvooePdv @lAa,
Lol 68 eboeRel nal SeocePel SvtL Lyelav ual
obuatoc Odlouinplav (685), &uofic Te nal
Opdoewec eOToviav, ATtapagELav €v Talg
EVECTOOOLC TAC ONUEPOV NUEPAC Ayadalg
WEAL G,
ot nOpLol LOUL HAl HEYAAOUPATOPEC Veol *
yalpe, O mpdTog, aLepwvdL,
xalpe, O B, UEPXELUEPOC,
xatpe, O Y ', axpLXxLovp,
(690) xatlpe, O &', UECAPYLATW,
xalpE, O €', XLXPWAALOW,
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"Hail, O seven Fates of heaven, O noble and good

virgins, O sacred ones and companions of
MINIMIRROPHOR, O most holy guardians of the

four pillars!®

(670) Hail to you, the first, CHREPSENTHAES!

Hail to you, the
Hail to you, the
Hail to you, the
Hail to you, the
Hail to you, the
Hail to you, the
There also come forth
the faces of black bulls,

second, MENESCHEES!
third, MECHRAN!

fourth, ARARMACHES!
fifth, ECHOMMIE!

sixth, TICHNONDAES!
seventh, EROY ROMBRIES!

another seven gods, who have

in linen (675) loin-cloths, and

in possession of seven golden diadems. They are the so-

called Pole-Lords of heaven, whom you must greet in the

same manner, each of them with his own name:

"Hail, O guardians of the pivot, O sacred and

brave youths,

who turn (680) at one command the revolving axis

of the vault of heaven,

who send out thunder and lightning and jolts of

earthquakes

and thunderbolts against the

nations of impious people,

but to me, who am pious and god-fearing, you

send health

and soundness of body (685),

and acuteness of hearing and seeing, and

calmness 1n

day,

the present good hours of this

O my Lords and powerfully ruling Gods!

Hail to you, the
Hail to you, the
Hail to you, the

first, AIERONTHI!
second, MERCHEIMEROS!
third, ACHRICHIOYR!

(690) Hail to you, the fourth, MESARGILTO!

Hail to you, the

£ifth, CHICHROALITHO!

a. The reference to the four pillars supporting
heaven seems Egyptian. On the seven Fates of heaven, cf.

the Seven Hathors.
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xa.tp€E, b}p', epuL XDadwy,
valoe, © C', eopaocLxn.”
Stav 6t EvotrhoLv &vda nal €vda T TdEeL, &tevile TQ
ol mal OUn naTepXOouévag AoTPATAC wal oHTo uapualpovta
(695) mal oeropévny THV YAV xal KATEPXOUEVOV 9edv Lmep-
LEYEON, owTLVnV &xovTa TNV oYLV, VEWTEEOV, YOULOOU AUV ,
£V YLTOVUL AEUUD Mal XPLOGP OTEPAVE wot &vaEuploL, HATEXOVTQ
T SeELd xeiLpl udoxou (700) @uov yoboeov, O¢ €o0TLVv “ApuTOg
n uLvouoa Kol AVTLOTPEPOLOQ OV olpavdy, HATA weav A&vo-
toletovaa nal matanorebovoa. Eneirta OYn adTold €n TGV
dundtwv dotpandg ral €x Tol owuaTog dotépac AALOLEVOULC.
oS 68 e09¢wc (705) uduwua uanpdv, Racavilwv TNV
vaotéoa, Lva ouvvrivhong Tag meEVTe alodnoeLg, noanpov elc
ANOOESLY, LUKD HATAPLAG®Y TAALYV TG @uAarInpLa ual Aéywv-
"LOKPLUO QEPLUOPEPEPL Cw<h> uov, TOU Setva,
ueVE OV,
véue é&v tThH (710) Yuxn HUOUL,
uﬁ.us waTare LUng, OTL UHEAEVEL OOL EVOO QEVEV
dpomLwd. "
ol ATEVvLie TO 9€® UOUPOV HUUWUEVOC wot &ondlov oLTwG -
"wHoLe, xalpe, Seomota LSATOC,
xalp€e, natdpxa YNNG,
yalpe, &duvdoto TMVELUATOC,
AQUTEOWEYYH (715), TEOTMOOPEYYN EUEDLEL
QAOTEVTETL® ONU* HULUEW LEVAPLW QLEXEXW UnptL
SoapLw+* Ppn PpnABac

vonudtLoov, nVpLe, mepl Tol Selva nEedYULATOC .
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Hail to you, the sixth, ERMICHTHATHOPS!
Hail to you, the seventh, EORASICHE!"

Now when they take their place, here and there, in
order, look 1n the air and you will see lightning-bolts
going down, and lights flashing (695), and the earth
shaking, and a god descending, a god immensely great,
having a bright appearance, youthful, golden-haired, with
a white tunic and a golden crown and trousers,a and hold-
ing in his right hand a golden (700) shoulder of a young
bull: this is the Bearb

around, moving upward and downward in accordance with the

which moves and turns heaven

hour. Then you will see lightning-bolts leaping from his
eyes and stars from his body.

And at once (705) produce a long bellowling sound,
straining your belly, that you may excite the five senses:
bellow long until the conclusion, and again kiss the amu-

lets, and say:
"MOKRIMO PHERIMOPHERERI, life of me,

stay!

Dwell in (710) my soul!

Do not abandon me, for one entreats you, ENTHO

PHENEN THROPIOTH."

And gaze upon the god while bellowing long; and greet him
in this manner:

"Hail, O Lord, O Master of the water!

Hail, O Founder of the earth!

Hail, O Ruler of the wind!
O Bright Lightener (715), PROPROPHEGGE EMETHIRI

ARTENTEPI THETH MIMEO YENARO PHYRCHECHO
PSERI DARIO PHRE PHRELBA!

Give revelation, O Lord, concerning the matter

of :

a. Eastern attire.
b. The constellation called the Great Bear was known

in Egypt as the Bull, or the Bull's Foreleg. Cf. also,
with Dieterich, the place of the bull in Mithraism.
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wOPLE, TaiLvyevouevog &mnoylyvoual,

aOESuEVOS Ual aﬁgnagtg (720) TEAEULTH,

&and yevéoewe Cwoydvou yevduevog, elg dmoyeveoiav
dvaiudelc mopedoual ,

bc oL &uTLoag, |

bc oL &voupodéTnoag

nal E&mnolnoag HLOTNPELOV.

EYD ELUL QEPOLPA ULLOVEL.

ta0td oou eilmdvToc e0IEwc xPnoupdnoer (725). Umer-
Avtoc & &oel TH YOXR woL oOu &v ceavt® €ceL, OTAV OOL
smonolvntar. Adyel &¢ ool &Ld oTiXwv TOV YONOUOV Hal
cindy &AmeAeVoETAL, oL 68 othuelg évedg, d¢ Talta mavta
ywpohoete adTtoudtwg, nal TtéTE (730) LVNUOVEVCE LS Amapa-
BdTwc T& OMO Tol peydiou Seol pndévrta, nav NHv LLE LWV
oTiXwv O XENOUOC.

&y 68 Séinc nal ovvpbotn xeriocacdal HOTE TA AEyYOUEVQA
Euetvov udvov oVv ool AuoVeLVv, CUVAYVEVLETW TOL <. (735)
hudoac naol &moox€odw éudxwv ual Balavelov. cdv 8 nal
névoc Kc nal &yxeipfic Ta Lno tol Seol elonuéva, AEYELS ®©C
&y Euctdoel amogoLBduevoc. &&v 8¢ nal &elEal adTy SeAng,
wolvac, €l &ELOC €0TLV AoPAADS WS AvIPWTOC (740) ,
yonoduevog T T<p>dne bg bnep adTod UPLVOUEVOS &V TO
Admadav<at> Loud, TOV medtov LndBaie abTP AOYov, oL N &pxn -
"yéveoLc TEdTN Thc éufic YEVEoEwg aentovw." TA 5 EEfigc &g
wootne Aéye adTol énl thig (745) ®eE@aARg ATOVQ ©IOYYQ,

Yva ul drovon, xplwv adTtol Thv 8YLv T WuoTnele. YLYVETal
5t & amadavatiLoude odtog Tole Tod éviavtob. E€av 8¢

BOUANSIT TLg, & TEUVOV, HETQ
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O Lord, while being born again, I am passing
away ;

while growing and having grown, (720) I am
dying;

while being born from a life-generating birth,
I am passing on, released to death-- |

as you have founded,

as you have decreed,

and have established the mystery.a

I am PHEROYRA MIOYRI.™

After you have said these things, he will immediately
respond with a revelation (725). Now you will grow weak
in soul and will not be in yourself, when he answers you.
He speaks the oracle to you i1n verse, and after speaking
he will depart. But you remain silent, since you willl be
able to comprehend all these matters by yourself; for at a
later time (730) you will remember infallibly the things
spoken by the great god, even if the oracle contailned
myriads of verses.

If you also wish to use a fellow-initiate, so that he
alone may hear with you the things spoken, let him remain
pure together with you for <seven> (735) days, and abstain
from meat and the bath. And even if you are alone, and
you undertake the things communicated by the god, you
speak as though prophesying in ecstasy. And if you also
wish to show him, then judge whether he 1is completely
worthy as a man (740): treat him just as if in his place
yvou were being judged in the matter of immortalization,
and whisper to him the first prayer, of which the begin-
ning is "First origin of my origin, AEEIOYO." And say the
successive things as an initiate, over his (745) head, 1in
a soft voice, so that he may not hear, as you are anolnt-
ing his face with the mystery. This immortalization takes

place three times a year. And if anyone, O child, after

m._____-_—-—_-_—_—-———-—*—_—-—__—————'_———-_—_—

a. According to Dieterich, here ends the Mithras
Liturgy per se. '
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10 napdyyYeEAUa Topanoloal, TH odueTL (750) UNAPEEL.

Avboonarla THg MPAEEWG* ¢

AaBOYV ndvOapov HALaudV TOV TAC LB &utilvagc €xovTta
nolnoov elc Bnolov nairdivov Badd év demayf] TAS CEANVNG
BANSfvaL, cLVEURAIdV adTId AwToudTpag onepua (755) nal
LEAL AeLdoac molnoov pallov, nal €09Ewg aOTOV BYn
neoocepXOUEVOVY nal Eodlovta, Kol OTav @Aayn, e0OIEwg dvnouel.
tobtov &velduevoc Bdre elg ayyelov Lerolv uLPOU o0& L vou
wallloTov, Ooov ROUVAEL, waol (760) oTpboac HadapEeElwg AUULOV
Leody &ni(9ec TO dyyelov nal Aéye TO Svoua tntt tol dyyoug
et hudpoc C' HArlouv upeocovpavodVTOG*

"Evyw O ETEAEOCQ,

tva poL N couv obola YEVn XPNOLuUog, TG Selva
udve LE LA N EN OL ELA*C

tuol uove (765) XpnoLuedong:

Evd Ydo elul owp @opa owg @otLlaag (ol &€+ @wp

oweo opodelL Eaag) .

h 6 T’ Nuépq BaotdEac TOV MdAvIapov, Sdac Tudpvn nal
otvp Mevénole nal Buoclive &nddou €v nvaudvi CwoPUTOUVTL.
(770) & 6& xploua totidoac ual cuvvevwxndelg Anddou
wadopelwec elg TOV &madavaTtLouov.

&V 68 GAAe 9¢Ang SeunvdeLv, €XE TAC KAAOLUEVNG
BoTdvng HeEVTPLTLOOC XLAOV TeEPLXPlwV v &YLv, oL BoVAelL,
LeTq podlvou, (775) wnal Bvetal dniavydg doTe ot DaLUAlELV.
TobTou nellov’ obx ebpov €v T ndoup mpayuatelav. alTol

. \ ’
5¢, & Bodrer, TOV 9€dv, mal SDOEL OOL.



23

the teaching, wishes to disobey, then for him it will no
longer (750) be in effect.

Instruction for the ritual:

Take a sun-scarab® which has twelve rays, and make it
fall into a deep, turquoise cup, at the time when the moon
1s invisible;b put 1n together with it the seed of the
lotometra, (755) and honey; and, after grinding it, pre-
pare a cake. And at once you will see it (viz. the
scarab) moving forward and eating; and when it has con-
sumed 1t, 1t immediately dies. Pick it up and throw it
into a glass vessel of excellent rose o0il, as much as you
wish; and (760) spreading sacred sand in a pure manner,
set the vessel on it, and say the formula over the vessel
for seven days, while the sun 1s in mid-heaven:

"I have consecrated you,

that your essence may be useful to me, to

alone, IE IA E EE OY EIA,
that you may prove useful to me (765) alone.
For I am PHOR PHORA PHOS PHOTIZAAS (others:
'PHOR PHOR OPHOTHEI XAAS)."
On the seventh day pick up the scarab, and bury it with
myrrh and wine from Mendes and fine linen; and put i1t away
in a flourishing bean-field. (770) Then, after you have
entertained and feasted together, put away, 1n a pure
manner, the olintment for the immortalization.
If you want to show this to someone else, take the

juice of the herb called "kentritis," and smear 1t, along
with rose oil, over the eyes of the one you wish; (775)

and he will see so clearly that he will amaze you. I have
not found a greater spell than this in the world. Ask the

god for what you want, and he will give to you.c

e —

——————— —_— ——

a. The scarab, the Egyptian god Kheper, represented
the rising sun.

b. Literally "at the seizure of the moon." This 1n-
teresting phrase probably designates the new moon.

c. For examples of Jewish and Christian parallels to
this familiar statement, cf. Matthew 7:7, and H. Strack
and P. Billerbeck, Kcmmentar zum Jeuen Testament aus Talmud
und Midraseh (Munchen: Beck, 1926), vol. 1, 450ff.
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H 6 1ol peydiov 9eod olVotaolc £oTLv HGe- BaoTdEac
MEVTPLTLY TNV TporeLunédvny (780) Botdvnv T ocuvddy T
YEVOUEVD A€ovTL Apov TOV xulbb nal MCEac uéALTL Mol Cudpvn
ypdyov £nl @OAAOUL TeEpOEag TO duTaypdupatov Ovoua, OC
OndueLrtalr, nal mMEO Y ' Nuepdv dyvedoac €A9E mpwlac TEOC
dvaTtordg, (785) AndAeLxe TO @OAAOV SeiLuvdwv AALE, nal
oVTwg EnanoVoeTal TeAelwg. dGpxouv &€ adTOVv TeEAelv T €V
AEOVTL HaTd 9edv vouvunviga. TO 8¢ &voud &otLv tolTo:*

" EE 00 LA
TOOTO ErAELXE, Lva @uUAAKTNELAoIC, nal TO @OAIov (790)
EALEag €uPare e€lg TO PESLvov. TOAAAKLE 8E T TMPAYUATE (Q
XPNOodnEVOE LMEpedadLOTA.,
elnev 6¢ pou 6 9edg-
"UNKHETL XP® TH ovyxplouaTtt,
Ao plyavta elc moTaudv
<XpNn> xpdodaL @opodvia TO uéya puvothpLov (795)
To0 navddpov Tod Gvalwnupndévioc SLA TOV
ne Cowv Spvewv,
xpdodaLr amnag told unvdc, &dvtl Tod nata &togc Y ',
HATA TIAVOEANVOV. "
N 8¢ uevipltic Rotdvn @VeTal &no unvog IMabvl &év Tolc
ueEPpecL TNG (800) mpeAdvng yAg, OSuola &€ EoTLv TH Sp9P
MEQPLOTEPEDVL., TN 8 yvdoLg adThAg olTwg YLYVETAL: LBREWC
nTePOV XPleTal TO &rpougéAav xarlacdev T XVAH nal dua T
SLyelv anoninter t& ntepd. TOoUTO TOD MUplou (805)
Onobe(EavTtog eLPEIM &v TP MeveAaltn &v TfH daraypd medc

Talg dvaBoAatlg mAnotov Told Bnoddog Botdvnc.
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Now presentation® before the great god 1s like this:
obtaining the above-mentioned herb (780) kentritis, at the
conjunction (viz. of the sun and the moon)b occurring 1in
the Lion, take the juice and, after mixing it with honey
and myrrh, write on a leaf of the persea tree the eight-
letter formula, as is mentioned below. And keeping your-
self pure for three days before, set out early in the
morning toward the East, (785) lick off the leaf while you
show i1t to the Sun, and then he (viz. the sun god) will
listen to you attentively. Begin to consecrate this at

= 10 Ehe Lion. Now thilis i1s the

the divine new moon,
formula:
T BE 00 IAT "
Lick this up, so that you may be protected; and rolling up
the leaf (790), throw it into the rose oil. Many times
have I used the spell, and have wondered greatly.
But the god said to me:
"Use the ointment no longer,
but, after casting it into the river,
<you must> consult while wearing the great
mystery (795) of the scarab revitalized
through the twenty-five living birds,®
and consult once a month, at full moon, 1nstead
of three times a year."
The kentritis plant grows from the month of Payni,
in the regions of the (800) black earth, and 1s similar to
the erect verbena. This is how to recognize 1it: an 1bis-
wing is dipped at its black tip and smeared with the
juice, and the feathers fall off when touched. After the

Lord (805) pointed this out, it was found 1in Menelaitis

in Phalagry, at the river banks, near the Besas plant.

e e S

a. Presentation or introduction to the great god for
the sake of attaining friendship and communion with the

god.

b. That 1s, at the new moon.
c. The new moon according to the heavens, made by
god, in distinction from the new moon according to the

calendar, made by man.
d. This allusion to thé birds 1s somewhat obscure.
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EoTLY 88 povdrAwvov ual muppodv &xpl TAg pLIng nal Ta
©OAAG OOAATEPQ Mal TOV mopmov (810) €xovia OUOLOV T
wopOuBe &omapdyouv Adyplov. €oTLv 6 mapanAioLov TP
UAAOLUEVY TAAAM), g TO AypLov CEUTAOV.

& 8¢ @uilanTthpLa EXEL OV tpdnov ToOToVv: TO UEV
SEELOV ypdbov elg Luéva (815) mpoBdtouv uEAavog Tuvpvo-
nélave, TO 6¢ abto Shoag veVpoLc ToD adtol Tgouv mepladal,
& 8¢ ebdvvpov elc Luédva Aevrol mpoBdTou nal XP®d TP
adTH TEonep. eddvLu<ov T>00 "mpooduunpL" mAnpectatov (820)
wal TO OMAuvNnua &XeL®

"He elnov TdopoLo SLHAACE HOVULXOC LTnoug-"
"&vbpagc T  domnalpovtagc €v dpyaréoLoL @ovoLol "
"qOTtol &° L8&p® moAAoOVv &nevilovto SaAdoor -
"toAutoeLc ALOc Avta meAdpLov E€yxog delpat.”
(825) &VvéBn Zelc eilg 8poc Xxpvoodv udoxov Exwv nal pdxaLeav
doyuvpéav: mAoLv uépog Enédwrev, ‘Audoq uOVOV OO ESWHEV,
elnev &¢€-
"EEaweg, O EXeELC,
wal TOTE ALeL ULvwdep vayLdep SepvodL"
(roLvdv) .
(830) "TAR uev “Apng, OTteE LV TQTOC HPATEPOS T
‘EntaAxTtnc.”
OUUOKATOXOV
"ToAuNocELC ALOC &vTa TmeAwpLov €yxog detpat.”
[Ipog @lAoug*

"aloelTw, un Xdpoua YEVOLEDa SLVOUEVEEOCOLV."
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It is of a single stem, and reddish down to the root; and
the leaves are rather crinkled and have fruit (810) 1like
the tip of wild asparagus. It is similér to the so-called
talapés, like the wild beet.

Now the amulets require this procedure: copy the
right one onto the skin (815) of a black sheep, with
myrrh-ink, and after tying it with sinews of the same ani-
mal, put 1t on; and copy the left one onto the skin of a
white sheep, and use the same procedure. The left one is
very full of "PROSTHYMERI" (820), and has this text:

"So speaking, he drove through the trench
the single-hoofed horses." (Il. X. 564)

"And men gasping among grievous slaughters."

(Zie. X. 521)
"And they washed off their profuse sweat in the
gsea," (I2. X. 572)

"You will dare to lift up your mighty spear
against Zeus." (2. VIII.424)
(825) Zeus went up the mountain with a golden bullock and
a silver dagger. Upon all he bestowed a share, only to
Amara did he not give, but he said:
"Let go of what you have,
and then you will receive, PSINOTHER NOPSITHER
THERNOPSI" (and so on, as you like).
(830) "So Ares suffered, when Otos and mighty
Epialtes ... him." (ZI. V. 385)
Spell for restrainling anger:
"You will da¥e to lift up your mighty spear against
Zeus." (--. VIII.4z24)
For friends:
"Let ... seize ..., lest we become a source of joy

for our enemies.”" (Zt. X. 193)
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